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Dear Student:

Thank you for taking the initiative to complete the East Central Community College Sophomore Scholarship Application.  We commend you for your efforts. 

Please read the application very carefully and do not leave anything incomplete.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.  Some of the scholarships require additional documents.  Please read the description of each scholarship that you are applying for carefully so that you will know exactly what each one requires.

There is a checklist on the next page of this booklet.  The deadline for this application is March 18, 2016.  Late applications will not be considered.  

The Scholarship Committee will meet soon after the March 18 deadline.  Notifications will be made shortly thereafter.  Unfortunately, due to the large number of applicants, we are unable to notify those students who are not selected for scholarships.  One condition of all of the scholarships is your attendance at a Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon this summer.   At this luncheon, you will have the opportunity to meet the donors and to make publicity photos.

We are glad that you are attending East Central Community College. Please call or e-mail me if you have any questions.

Sincerely, 

Randall E. Lee, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Services

P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327  |  601.635.2111  | Toll Free 1.877.462.3222  |  www.eccc.edu
SOPHOMORE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

1.  Answer all questions of this application completely and accurately.                             

2.  Include a resume of all college and civic activities, offices held, jobs held, honors, etc.  

3.  Check the scholarships for which you are applying.

4.  You must include an unofficial college transcript.
5.  Many scholarships have a financial need requirement.  You will not be considered for these scholarships if you have not applied for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and listed East Central Community College (Financial Aid Code: 002404)  to receive this information.

6.  Completed documents must be submitted to the Student Services Office or postmarked no later than March 18, 2016.

YOU MUST TURN IN YOUR SOPHOMORE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PACKET AND ANY ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION AT THE SAME TIME, INCLUDING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION.  INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING ITEMS.
_______ Scholarship Application

_______ Unofficial College Transcript (REQUIRED)
_______ Scholarship Checklist

_______ Resume (REQUIRED)

_______ Additional documentation (as required)

NON-DISCRIMINATION

East Central Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,

national origin, sex, age, or qualified disability in its educational programs and activities,

employment practices, or admissions processes. The following persons have been designated to

handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies of East Central Community College:

Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI, ADEA, and Title IX are coordinated by Dr. Teresa

Houston, Vice President for Instruction, Walter Arno Vincent Administration Building, Room 171,

Post Office Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, Phone: 601-635-6202, Fax: 601-635-4011, thouston@eccc.edu.

Inquiries regarding compliance with Section 504 and ADA are coordinated by Dr. Randall

Lee, Vice President of Student Services, Eddie M. Smith Student Union, Room 201, Post

Office Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, Phone: 601-635-6375, Fax: 601-635-3247, rlee@eccc.edu.


1.   Full Name:

2.   Social Security Number: ______________________ Student ID Number:

      (Failure to include this information will exclude you from consideration for need based scholarships)

3.   Phone: ________________________________GPA: _______________ ACT:

4.   Address: ______________________________________ Email: _____________________________
5.   City: _____________________ 6.  State: __________ 7.  Zip: __________ 8.  County: ___________
9.   How long have you lived in this county? ________________________________________________
10. Date of Birth:  ________________________________ 11.  Age:  ____________________________

12. High School Graduate:  Yes / No                                    13.  GED Certificate:  Yes / No

14. High School Graduated from:


15. College Major: _____________________________________________________________________

16. Career Plans: ______________________________________________________________________
17. Do you plan to attend ECCC full-time during the fall 2016 semester? __________________________

18. Do you plan to attend ECCC full-time after having been previously a part-time student? ___________

19. Have you attended another college? ____________________________________________________
20. Are you a Work Force Education student? Yes or No    
21. Will you receive any Financial Aid?  Yes or No
22.  Are you or any member of your family employed with La-Z-Boy South or have you been in the past?


 (Please list name & relationship)______________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________

23. Are you or any member of your family related to a member of the class of 1957, 1958 or 1959? 
24. Are you or any member of your family employees or stockholders of Land Bank of South Mississippi?


25. Do you agree to tutor students if a scholarship requires this? _________________________________

26. Why do you want a college education? __________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________


VERIFICATION FOR THE LANDON BRYAN BURT SCHOLARSHIP

The following student is a member of the BSU at East Central Community College.
Student Name__________________________________________________________________

BSU Director________________________________________ Date______________________
***IMPORTANT FACTS***
**DENOTES SOPHOMORE ONLY SCHOLARSHIPS – ALL OTHERS ARE ALSO INCLUDED IN THE INCOMING FRESHMAN APPLICATION PACKET WHERE FRESHMEN STUDENTS MAY BE GIVEN FIRST CONSIDERATION
ALL SCHOLARSHIPS REQUIRE THE COMPLETED APPLICATION, AN UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, AND A STUDENT RESUME

◙    THESE SCHOLARSHIPS LIST FINANCIAL NEED AS A QUALIFICATION.  YOU MUST FILE    FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID AND LIST EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE AS A CHOICE TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION.  YOU MUST INCLUDE YOUR SS# ON THE APPLICATION FOR VERIFICATION PURPOSES IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE
■    THESE SCHOLARSHIPS REQUIRE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION OTHER THAN AN UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT AND STUDENT RESUME.  PLEASE REFER TO PAGE 7 OF THE PACKET TO SEE WHAT ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED.  PLEASE READ EACH DESCRIPTION CAREFULLY AND BE SURE TO INCLUDE THE REQUIRED ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION IF YOU APPLY FOR ANY OF THESE SCHOLARSHIPS
	SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
	CHECK SCHOLARSHIPS

YOU ARE APPLYING FOR

	Dr. L.B. and Dixie Adkins Scholarship
	

	Alumni Association Lifetime Membership Scholarship**
	

	BANKPLUS Annual Scholarship**
	

	◙ Board of Trustees Scholarship (Newton County)
	

	Iris Pellegrene Boggan Scholarship**
	

	■ Landon Bryan Burt Memorial Scholarship**
	

	■ Classes of 1957, 1958 and 1959 Scholarship**
	

	◙ Class of 1964 Scholarship**
	

	Kenny Coleman General EMS Scholarship (Neshoba County)
	

	Frances Brown Crenshaw Nursing Scholarship (Newton County)**
	

	Stella Dickerson Technical Honor Scholarship
	

	◙ Tony Dobbs Memorial Golf Scholarship (Scott County)**
	

	◙ Etheridge Family Scholarship**
	

	◙ Hubert D. Gilmore Scholarship
	

	Clyde B. and Flossie H. Goodson Scholarship
	

	John Grace Scholarship
	

	Pam Harris Memorial Scholarship
	

	Richard L. Harris Scholarship (Newton County)
	

	Dan Harrison Rush Health Systems Endowed Scholarship
	

	Hogue-Brantley Scholarship**
	

	◙ Hudspeth Scholarship (Winston County)
	

	Martha Kate Tullos Hummel Scholarship**
	

	Johnson Family Engineering Scholarship (Newton County)
	

	Johnson-Taylor Memorial Scholarship**
	

	◙ Frances Aycock Johnson and Jo Ann Aycock Thomas Scholarship (Jasper County)
	

	■ LA-Z-BOY Scholarship
	

	Edwin and Marie Lowe Scholarship**
	

	Dr. Earl L. Laird, Sr. Scholarship
	

	■ Thomas Rudolph Mayes Memorial Scholarship
	

	Russell McCann Memorial Scholarship
	

	Dr. Howard Carlton McMillin Memorial Scholarship
	

	◙ Mississippi Automotive Manufacturer’s Association Scholarship
	

	Robert J. Moody, Jr. Special Education Scholarship**
	

	Rev. John Lambert Neill Memorial Scholarship**
	

	Coach Ken Pouncey Memorial Scholarship**
	

	Derek Pouncey Memorial Scholarship**
	

	Roscoe C. Pugh Memorial Scholarship**
	

	Shirley Renaud Memorial Scholarship
	

	Ruth Round Volunteer Scholarship (Newton County)
	

	Elva Smith Sigrest Memorial Scholarship (Scott County)**
	

	Dr. Omar Simmons Memorial Scholarship (Newton County)
	

	Willis E. Blum and Frances Gaines Blum Slagle Memorial Scholarship
	

	◙ State Farm Insurance Company Scholarship**
	

	◙ Jacob Stovall Memorial Scholarship (Philadelphia High School)
	

	Wallace Strickland Rush Health Systems Endowed Scholarships
	

	Thomas W. Thrash Memorial Scholarship**
	

	Ovid S. and Carol F. Vickers Scholarship
	

	Harvey and Martha Wheeler Pre-Pharmacy/Pre-Med Scholarship**
	

	General William Patrick Wilson Memorial Scholarship**
	

	Lucille Wood Scholarship**
	


ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION
	ALL SCHOLARSHIPS REQUIRE THE DOCUMENTATION LISTED TO THE RIGHT.  THE SCHOLARSHIPS LISTED BELOW REQUIRE THIS AND THE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION LISTED IN THE RIGHT HAND COLUMN
	· APPLICATION, UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, STUDENT RESUME

	BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CLASS OF 1964
ETHERIDGE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP
TONY DOBBS MEMORIAL GOLF SCHOLARSHIP

HUBERT D. GILMORE

HUDSPETH

FRANCES AYCOCK JOHNSON & JOANN AYCOCK THOMAS

MISSISSIPPI AUTOMOTIVE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANY
JACOB STOVALL MEMORIAL
	· FILE FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID AND LIST EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE AS A CHOICE TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION
· MUST INCLUDE SS# ON YOUR APPLICATION

	LANDON BRYAN BURT
	· PROVIDE PROOF THAT STUDENT IS A MEMBER OF THE BAPTIST STUDENT UNION BY HAVING BSU DIRECTOR SIGN THE VERIFICATION FORM INCLUDED IN THE PACKET OR PROVIDE A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM THE BSU DIRECTOR

	LA-Z-BOY
	· ESSAY

	THOMAS RUDOLPH MAYES MEMORIAL
	· ONE LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

	THOMAS W. THRASH MEMORIAL
	· TWO LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

	CLASSES OF 1957, 1958, AND 1959
	· FILE FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID AND LIST EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE AS A CHOICE TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION
· MUST INCLUDE SS# ON YOUR APPLICATION

· AN ESSAY ABOUT CAREER OBJECTIVES AND THE PLAN FOR ACHIEVING THOSE OBJECTIVES


STUDENT RESUME

(A TYPED COPY IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE)
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN: ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

OFFICES HELD: _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

JOBS: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

HONORS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

ETC: ________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

SOPHOMORE APPLICATION FOR 

DENVER BRACKEEN SCHOLARSHIP

(Please refer to the scholarship description listed on page 12 of this packet to ensure that you meet the qualifications)

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE #: ____________________________________________ CELL #: _______________________________

DATE OF BIRTH: __________________________________SS#:______________________________________

HIGH SCHOOL: _________________________________________GRADUATION DATE: _______________

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

COLLEGE MAJOR: __________________________________________________________________________

CAREER PLANS: _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

ARE YOU A LINEAL DESCENDANT OF DENVER BRACKEEN? _________________________________

· FAMILY MEMBER’S NAME:________________________RELATIONSHIP:___________________

WAS ANY MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY COACHED BY BRACKEEN AT EAST CENTRAL? ________
· NAME:_______________________________________REATIONSHIP:_________________________

IF SELECTED FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP WILL YOU BE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN AN AWARDS CEREMONY AND BE INVOLVED IN ANY PUBLICITY REGARDING THIS SCHOLARSHIP: _____________________________________________________________________________
ESSAY FOR CLASSES OF 1957, 1958, AND 1959 SCHOLARSHIP

ESSAY FOR LA-Z-BOY SCHOLARSHIP

SCHOLARSHIP DESCRIPTIONS
DR. L. B. AND DIXIE ADKINS SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was established in May of 2012 by Dr. and Mrs. L.B. Adkins.  Dr. L.B. Adkins, a graduate of East Central Junior College, practiced optometry in Union, Mississippi for 58 years.  Dixie Adkins taught mathematics at Union High School for 28 years.

This scholarship is for any traditional or non-traditional student, but preference is given to descendants of the couple and to pre-healthcare or math education majors.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the endowment corpus may be used for the scholarship award.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.

Scholarship criteria:

1. Any traditional or non-traditional student with preference given to descendants of the couple; and

2. Preference given to pre-healthcare or math education majors.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP  - This scholarship was established in 2010 by the East Central Community College Alumni Association Board of Directors and fully endowed in 2011 by contributions from active Alumni Association members.  The scholarship will be awarded annually to a returning East Central Community College sophomore student.  Recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.

To be eligible, a recipient must:

1. Enroll as a full-time student at East Central Community College the fall semester of his/her sophomore year and

2. Have earned a minimum 2.5 GPA as a freshman student.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  There will be no refund to the student for money not used to fund his/her education at ECCC.  In the event the scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited in the scholarship endowment.

BANKPLUS ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship has been established to provide one $500 freshman scholarship and one $500 sophomore scholarship at East Central Community College for students majoring in the area of Business.  To be eligible, recipients must:

1. Be a graduate of Newton Municipal, Newton County, or Newton County Academy;

2. Be a student in good standing;

3. Be a full-time student majoring in the area of Business;

4. Have demonstrated academic achievement; and

5. Be of good moral character and have demonstrated leadership ability.

Scholarship will be awarded on a year-to-year basis dependent on the availability of funding.  The recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee from students who apply and who meet the criteria listed above.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SCHOLARSHIP -- The Board of Trustees Scholarship was established in the spring of 1999 by the East Central Community College Board of Trustees.  This tuition scholarship is awarded annually to a student from one of the five counties in the district on a rotating basis.  The rotation will be in this order:  Leake County, Neshoba County, Newton County, Scott County, and Winston County.  The scholarship is funded by donations from the College’s 30-member Board of Trustees.  

To be eligible, potential recipients must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a resident of the College’s five-county supporting districts;

2. Be in need of financial assistance, and

3. Have at least a 2.5 (C+) grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

The scholarship recipient will be selected annually by the College Scholarship Committee. 
IRIS PELLEGRENE BOGGAN SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was endowed in 2008 in honor of Iris Pellegrene Boggan, RN.  Mrs. Boggan is a 1952 graduate of Mississippi Baptist Hospital School of Nursing and has been involved with health care all of her life.  She and her husband, Dr. A.P. Boggan, MD, arrived in Decatur in 1954 where they opened a general practice clinic and saw to the needs of their patients for the following 50 years.  Mrs. Boggan has encouraged and mentored numerous people into the field of nursing through her professionalism, compassion, and genuine interest in her fellow mankind.  This scholarship will be awarded to ECCC students for their sophomore year.

Eligibility criteria:

1.   Be a Pre-Bachelor of Science in Nursing or Associate Degree Nursing major;

2.   Be a resident of five-county area; and

3.   Have received a 3.0 grade point average during freshman year at ECCC.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based on earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.
DENVER BRACKEEN SCHOLARSHIP - The Denver Brackeen Scholarship was established in 2005 in appreciation, honor, and recognition of his service to East Central Junior College by former men’s basketball players who played under his tutelage from 1956 until 1963.  Coach Brackeen served in various capacities at East Central in addition to basketball coach including counselor, Director of Admissions, Academic Dean, Director of Financial Aid, and Dean of Students, of which he was the first in Mississippi Public Junior Colleges.  In recognition of his dedication and devotion to the College, the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building is named for him and longtime ECCC coach/instructor Lucille Wood.

Brackeen was an outstanding basketball player and student at Hickory High School, East Central Junior College, and the University of Mississippi.  He also played professionally for the New York Knickerbockers.  Throughout his basketball career, he received numerous state, regional, and national awards for his accomplishments.

In addition to his outstanding contributions to East Central Junior College, Brackeen also had a most distinguished career with the Mississippi National Guard having served as Mississippi’s Adjutant General during Desert Storm and had reached the rank of Brigadier General when he retired from military service.  At the time of his death in 2006, he was serving as a member of the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges.

The following policies and procedures will be used in the administration and subsequent awarding of the Denver Brackeen Scholarship:

1. All contributions will be placed in endowment with only the interest expended each year the scholarship is awarded.

2. The scholarship recipient will be selected and the monetary amount will be determined by a committee of five.  Four of the five members will be former players who will serve a four year term.  The initial committee appointments will be made on a staggered basis so that members will rotate off at varying times.  The fifth member will be Brackeen’s widow, Charlotte.  The selection committee will be responsible for maintaining membership for future years.

3. First priority for the scholarship recipient each year will be given to applicants who are lineal descendents of Brackeen or one of the players who played for him at East Central Junior College from 1956-1963.  Each applicant qualifying for consideration under this provision must present in writing the lineal connection to Brackeen or one of his players.

4. Should there be no applicants which meet the lineal descendent requirement, consideration may be given to applicants which meet the following requirements:

· A high school graduate with a 2.5 GPA;

· Have participated in extracurricular activities in high school;

· A secondary education major;

· Be able to present definable career goals, plans and aspirations;

· Be willing to participate in an award ceremony and agreeable to publicity regarding the scholarship; and

· Not involved in any activity which would bring discredit to East Central Community College.


5.  
The Denver Brackeen Scholarship will be awarded for two semesters.  Each award recipient may reapply for a second year consisting of two semesters.


6.
Applications will be accepted through the end of March each year.  At that time all applications will be presented to the selection committee.


7.
In the event a scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited into the scholarship endowment.

LANDON BRYAN BURT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – Established in March of 2009 by

family and friends, this endowed scholarship honors the life of Landon Bryan Burt.  Landon was a freshman at East Central Community College when he died on Friday, December 19, 2008, at the ECCC pond while filming an inspirational video for promotion of the Baptist Student Union.  He was an active member of the BSU, earned a 4.0 GPA his first semester, and he was serving as a Warrior Corps member.
Landon was a 2008 Salutatorian graduate of Newton County Academy.  The 4.0 graduate was named Star Student and voted Mr. Newton County Academy.  He received numerous other honors including Most Likely to Succeed and lettered in baseball, golf, and basketball.  He was also selected as an MPSA All Star basketball player in 2008.  Landon was a faithful member of Newton First Baptist Church.

Candidates for the Landon Bryan Burt Memorial Scholarship must meet the following criteria:

1. Be an upcoming full time sophomore with Christian moral standards;

2. Be active in the ECCC Baptist Student Union; (see additional documentation)and

3. Have a 3.0 GPA.

The scholarship will be awarded for two semesters during the recipient’s sophomore year.  In the event no one meets the stated criteria, no award will be made, and the endowment fund will accumulate.  The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon the earnings from the endowment corpus.  Of the earnings earned by the endowment, 80% will be used to fund the annual scholarship award, and 20% will be invested back into the endowment fund.  No part of the corpus may be used for the scholarship award.  The recipient will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship committee based on recommendations by the Director of the Baptist Student Unions.
CLASSES OF 1957, 1958, AND 1959 SCHOLARSHIP  – This scholarship endowment was initiated in January 2008 by the ‘57-‘58-‘59 East Central Alumni Group.  This group was first organized in 1998 by the late Martha Tullos Hummel, Class of 1958.  She treasured the memory of her classmates and remembered that many warm friendships had been formed during her East Central years.  In recognition of this and the hope to re-establish a connection, she encouraged the members of these three classes to attend special meetings each year at Homecoming. These meetings have been well attended each year since, and the idea for this scholarship was inspired by those friendships.

The following policies and requirements relate to the administration of this scholarship:

1. All funds contributed will be placed in an endowment with only the interest expended each year for the scholarship awards.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship awards.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship awards.

2. A recipient will be selected annually by the East Central Community College Scholarship Committee from the pool of applicants.

3. To be eligible, potential recipients must meet the following criteria:

a. Must be a full-time ECCC student starting their Sophomore year;

b. Must have had a 3.0 average during Freshman year and must maintain a 3.0 average during scholarship period;

c. Must demonstrate financial need as determined by the College Scholarship Committee; and

d. Must not be involved in any activity which would bring discredit to ECCC.

4. The recipient may be enrolled in any major and will not be restricted by place of residence.  However, first priority shall be given to applicants who are lineal descendants of ‘57, ‘58 or ‘59 alumni.

5. The scholarship will be available to the recipient beginning the fall semester of the sophomore year.  One-half of the scholarship will be awarded the fall semester and one-half will be awarded the following spring semester. To retain the scholarship for the spring semester, the student must earn the required 3.0 grade point average on the 4.0 scale during the fall semester.

6. Applicant must write an essay about career objectives and the plan for achieving those objectives.

CLASS OF 1964 ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP - The East Central Community College Class 

of 1964 established this scholarship in October 2004 at homecoming during its 40-year class reunion.  Those attending discussed and unanimously approved the establishment of an endowment fund.

One recipient will be selected annually by the ECCC Scholarship Committee from applicants who have met the following criteria:

1. Attained sophomore standing;

2. Maintained a 3.0 grade point average; and

3. Demonstrated a need for financial assistance.

The scholarship will be awarded for two semesters.  The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for the scholarship award.
KENNY COLEMAN GENERAL EMS SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in 2009 by the Neshoba County General Hospital and Nursing Home located in Philadelphia, Mississippi.  The annual scholarship of $750 will be awarded for fall semester to a Healthcare student enrolled at East Central Community College – dependent upon the availability of funding.

To be eligible, applicants must: 

1. Be a U.S. citizen and a resident of Neshoba County;

2. Have at minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale; and

3. Be accepted into the EMS program at ECCC. 

The recipient will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee from students who apply and who meet the criteria listed above.  

FRANCES BROWN CRENSHAW NURSING SCHOLARSHIP – This endowed scholarship was established to recognize Mrs. Frances Brown Crenshaw for her more than 43 years of nursing service. After working as a nurse at Newton Hospital from 1957-1961, she joined her husband, Dr. Charles N. Crenshaw, Jr., in opening a general practice clinic in Morton in 1963.  The couple then relocated to Newton in 1977 where they served the residents in the Newton community for twenty-three years.   

Mrs. Crenshaw is very active in her community. She is a member of the Newton United Methodist Church as a Sunday School teacher, member of the Faith Circle, and a member of Ultreya. She also organizes community blood drives for Newton United Methodist Church and volunteers with the Wesley Foundation at East Central Community College.

She was born Frances Brown in Meridian, MS in 1932. She graduated from Enterprise High School in 1949 and entered nursing school. She graduated from the Rush Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in 1952.  She married Charles N. Crenshaw in 1952. 

This scholarship will be awarded to ECCC students for their sophomore year. 

 

Eligibility criteria:

1. Be a Pre-Bachelor of  Science in Nursing or Associate Degree Nursing major; 

2. Be a resident of Newton County; and

3. Have received a 3.0 grade point average during freshman year at ECCC.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based on earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee
STELLA DICKERSON TECHNICAL HONOR SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship is for deserving technical sophomore students who show leadership and academic excellence in the field of technology.  The scholarship was created in the summer of 2000 to honor Mrs. Stella Dickerson, a computer technology instructor at East Central.  According to one of her students who initiated the scholarship drive, “this scholarship is named in Mrs. Dickerson’s honor for the countless hours she spends instructing students.  She is a shining example of a true educator.  She shows exceptional leadership and accepts no less than the very best from each student.  She is a constant supporter of Phi Theta Kappa and encourages each of her students to strive for academic excellence.  With her famous words, “You can do it; I know you can” she has been, and continues to be, an inspiration to us all.”

To qualify, potential recipients must:

1. Be a technical student returning to East Central Community College for the sophomore year of study;

2. Earn membership in Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society for two-year colleges during the fall semester of the freshman year;

3. Join Phi Theta Kappa the second semester of the freshman year;

4. Maintain a 3.0 GPA during the fall semester of the sophomore year, and 

5. Be a nontraditional student over 25 years old.

The amount of this scholarship will be $500 for the fall semester of the recipient’s sophomore year.  The scholarship committee in conjunction with the Phi Theta Kappa advisors and the Workforce Education Division will select recipients.

TONY DOBBS MEMORIAL GOLF SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was established in 2004, in honor of the memory of the late Tony Dobbs.  Funding has been provided by the Forest Country Club’s annual crawfish tournament and private donations.  Tony was a 1980 graduate of Forest High School, where he lettered in golf, football, and baseball.  Tony was an avid outdoorsman who lived life to the fullest.

To be eligible, a recipient must:

1. Be a legal resident of Scott County;

2. Maintain a 2.5 GPA;

3. Demonstrate financial need; and

4. Be a full time sophomore at East Central.

The recipient will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.  Only interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship award.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship award.

ETHERIDGE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP – Tam H. Etheridge is establishing the Etheridge Family Scholarship through his T.H. Etheridge trust on behalf of his three sisters and himself, all of whom attended East Central Community College.  In addition, three of the siblings met their spouses while at ECCC.  The four are the children of James and Pauline Etheridge and grew up in Louisville, Mississippi.

Jamie Etheridge Harrell attended ECCC from 1947-1949 and was elected May Queen her sophomore year.  She continued her education at the University of Southern Mississippi and the University of Louisiana at Monroe.  She earned a Master’s degree in music education and taught music in a number of schools before her retirement.  She lives in Rayville, LA, with her husband, James L. Harrell.  She continues to play the organ and piano at their church, Rayville Methodist.  They have one son.

June Etheridge Addkison attended ECCC from 1949-1951.  She started dating her future husband, Dwight Addkison, while at ECCC.  June had known Dwight previously, but started dating him after enrolling at ECCC.  They married following their graduation.  They both continued their education at Mississippi State University.  They settled in Louisville after college; Dwight entered the business world and June began teaching music education and giving private piano lessons.  Dwight passed away in 1980.  June continues to teach music in local schools and to give private piano lessons.  For 28 years she has been the music director at Calvary Baptist Church west of Louisville.  They have two children.

Tam H. Etheridge attended ECCC from 1951-1953.  He was the editor of the Wo-He-Lo yearbook his sophomore year.  Following ECCC, he continued his education at Mississippi State University, majoring in Accounting.  Following three and one-half years of active duty military service as a carrier pilot in the U.S. Navy, he went to work for a poultry company, R & R Hatchery & Milling Company, Inc. in Carthage, Mississippi.  He later became the owner of this company, and then named Choctaw Maid Farms, Inc., with operations in several counties of central Mississippi.  He met his future spouse, Nora Reagan, while she was visiting ECCC at Homecoming in 1952.  Etheridge was elected ECCC’s Alumnus of the Year in 1998.  They have two children.

Etta Etheridge Carpenter enrolled at ECCC in 1953 on a band scholarship.  During her freshman year, she met Mel Carpenter, a sophomore.  They married at the end of her first year and moved to the University of Southern Mississippi to continue their education.  After college, Mel began his coaching career at Perkinston Junior College and later became the Director of Athletics and professor at Central Florida Community College in Ocala, Florida, retiring there after 32 years.  He was elected to the Athletic Hall of Fame at ECCC in 2006.  They are the parents of four children.

This scholarship is awarded annually to any rising ECCC sophomore who has finished his/her freshman year at ECCC in the field of Business, preferable with an emphasis in Accounting.  

Candidates for the Etheridge Family Scholarship must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a resident of the college’s five-county district;

2. Enrolled full-time at East Central his or her freshman year after high school graduation;

3. Attained sophomore standing;

4. Have maintained a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale;

5. Majoring in Business with emphasis in Accounting; and

6. Must show need for financial assistance.
This is a two-semester scholarship.  Recipients must maintain a 3.0 grade point average and must continue full-time study at East Central to continue to receive the scholarship.  The amount of the scholarship award will be based on earnings from the endowment corpus and will be awarded the fall and/or spring semesters of the recipient’s sophomore year as earnings permit.
HUBERT D. GILMORE SCHOLARSHIP- This scholarship was created in 2000 to benefit students needing financial assistance who agree to tutor other students who need academic help.  

Criteria for the Gilmore Scholarship are as follows:

1. Possess the academic ability to do so and agree to tutor other students who need academic 



help;

2. Have a need for financial assistance;

3. Be motivated to receive an education; and

4. Be willing to participate in an annual scholarship luncheon and to take part in accompanying publicity related to the scholarship award.

The amount of the annual scholarship will depend on earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for the scholarship.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee.
CLYDE B. AND FLOSSIE H. GOODSON SCHOLARSHIP  - This scholarship was established in December of 2010 in honor of Clyde B. and Flossie H. Goodson from the estate of Jane M. Goodson.

The recipient of the Goodson Scholarship will be selected annually by the ECCC Scholarship Committee from applicants who have met the following scholarship criteria.

1. Enroll at East Central Community College full time; and

2. Plan to major in forestry or horticulture.

Graduates from the college’s five county district (Newton, Neshoba, Leake, Winston, and Scott) will be given first consideration for the scholarship award.  However, students from other areas may also apply and be given consideration.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  There will be no refund to the student for money not used to fund his/her education at ECCC.  In the event a scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited in the scholarship endowment.
JOHN GRACE SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established by former East Central football players coached by John Grace to honor him as an outstanding coach and mentor.  Coach Grace served as head football coach at East Central from 1951 to 1953.

This scholarship award of $250 will be awarded annually to an East Central Community College student.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.

To be eligible, a recipient must:

1. Enroll as a full-time student at East Central Community College;

2. Reside in the 5-county district served by the college; and

3. Have earned a minimum 3.0 GPA.

PAM HARRIS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP -- Pam Reeves Harris was an educator of 28 years in the Newton County School District.   Her dedication and love for her students and co-workers was obvious to those that knew her best.  As a native of Newton County, Pam was a devoted mother to her children at home as well; Kelli, Krissi, and Cole Harris.  Pam was married to Chris Harris for 30 years before her untimely death with cancer in June of 2008.

Pam graduated from Decatur High School in 1975 and attended ECCC for one year.  Pam and twin sister, Paula, transferred to Mississippi State University in 1976 where they received their degrees in Special Education in 1978. 

Pam began her teaching career in 1978 at Hickory High School.  During her teaching career, Pam served the majority of her time at Decatur High School as a Special Education Instructor.  Pam’s passion was to “help children achieve success and happiness in all that they attempted”. 

The Pam Harris Memorial Scholarship will be awarded by the immediate family of Pam Harris during the scholarship luncheon at East Central Community College each year.

The recipient of the Pam Harris Memorial Scholarship will be selected annually by the ECCC Scholarship Committee from applicants who have met the following scholarship criteria:

1. Must be a graduate from Newton County High School;

2. Must be an education major attending ECCC;

3. Must have a minimum 2.5 GPA entering ECCC;

4. Must possess leadership qualities;

5. Must be a full time student at ECCC;

6. Must apply for the scholarship through scholarship process; and 

7. Must have a financial need.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards. Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  There will be no refund to the student for money not used to fund his/her education at ECCC.  In the event a scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited in the scholarship endowment.

RICHARD L. HARRIS SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in December of 2003 by Dr. Harold S. Aycock, Class of 64, in honor of Mr. Richard Harris, his high school basketball coach at Hickory, Mississippi.  A native of Hickory, Mr. Harris, Class of 1952, was an outstanding basketball player at Hickory, ECCC and Delta State University.  He taught and coached boys and girls basketball teams at several Newton County schools for more than 40 years.  His coaching philosophy emphasized that players master the game’s basic fundamental skills and strategies, play hard with court awareness and as a team, and show respect for the game, opponents and themselves.  His teams won 5 state championships and he was inducted into the ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990 and the Mississippi Association of Coaches Hall of Fame in 1991.

Candidates for the Richard L. Harris Scholarship must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a graduate of a high school in Newton county;

2. Desire to pursue a career in education;

3. Complete at least two full academic semesters at ECCC with a minimum of a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale and intend to complete the appropriate sophomore program at East Central; and

4. Preference given to the prior year freshman recipient of the James E. Land Memorial Scholarship, if the freshman recipient meets or exceeds the minimum requirements listed above.

This scholarship will be awarded for two semesters.  The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  The ECCC Scholarship Committee will select scholarship recipients.  For more information, contact the Vice President for Student Services’ Office toll-free at 1-877-GO2-ECCC (462-3222), Ext. 375.

DAN HARRISON RUSH HEALTH SYSTEMS ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship fund was initiated and formally established in April 2010 by the Newton Community Health Foundation and Rush Health Systems.

This scholarship was established in honor and appreciation for Dan Harrison and his dedicated service to the delivery of quality healthcare. Mr. Harrison was a Scott County native.  He served in a succession of positions over his 25 years with Rush Health Systems. His career in Healthcare ranged from staff RN to Executive Vice President of Rush Health Systems. Mr. Harrison was dedicated to his community through his involvement with the State Games of Mississippi where he served on the Board of Directors. He was a member of the American College of Healthcare Executives and served as the Chairman of the Mississippi Hospital Association Board of Governors as well as a Board Member for six years. He served as a Board Member for the American Hospital Association. Mr. Harrison was committed to excellence in education and the development of Healthcare Leaders of tomorrow. He was married to Frankie Harrison; they have three sons, Daniel, Denver and Davis.

Mr. Harrison received an Associate Degree in Science from ECCC, an Associate Degree in Nursing from MCC, a Bachelor of Business Administration from University of Mississippi and Masters of Business Administration from Mississippi College.

The specific terms and conditions of the scholarship are set forth as follows:

1. The purpose of the Dan Harrison Rush Health Systems Endowment Scholarship Fund is to assist deserving young men and women who are pursuing a degree in healthcare at the college. This endowed scholarship fund provides two annual scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each to qualified students;
2. To reside in the 5 county service area of the college; and
3. The personal assets of this endowment fund are invested and only the incomes from the principle asset are used to finance the scholarships. In the event there is not sufficient income to provide two $500.00 scholarships annually the college is authorized to take needed monies from the principal assets to cover the scholarships until the assets are completed.  Additional monies may be added to the Dan Harrison Rush Health Systems Endowment Scholarship Fund from time to time.

Recipients are selected by the East Central Community College Scholarship Committee and ECCC will provide the names of the recipients to Rush each year for appropriate publicity. For more information contact the Vice President for Students Services Office toll free at 1-877-GO2-ECCC (462-3222), ext 375.  (Added 9/14/10)
HOGUE-BRANTLEY SCHOLARSHIP - First funded in the spring of 2001, this endowed scholarship honors Leake County natives Coyt Hogue and Bobbie Brantley Hogue, parents of East Central alumni Carolyn Hogue Appler, ’66, of Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and Larry Hogue, ’61, of Greene County, Mississippi.  Larry Hogue retired from the College in 2001 as Vice President for Foundation and Alumni Relations after helping the College raise $2 million over five years.  “Both of our parents valued education and my mother took her life savings, $500, to help me go to East Central,” Larry said.  Larry later got B.S. and M.S. degrees, as did Carolyn, a registered nurse who served at the time of this writing as program manager, Health and Wellness Center Ireland Army Community Hospital, Fort Knox, Kentucky.  Their father Coyt Hogue, a graduate of Sebastopol High School, as a Studebaker car dealer in Forest and retired as East Central automotive technology instructor in 1980.  Mrs. Bobbie Brantley Hogue attended Walnut Grove High School and was a nursing graduate of Hinds Community College, Raymond.  Their parents were Walter and Molly Dennis Hogue and Pleas and Jewel Upton Brantley of Leake County.
Scholarship criteria include:

1. Be a non-traditional (23 years old or older) student, and

2. Study in a career-technical area, with preference given to nursing or auto mechanics.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  Selection of recipients will be made by the College Scholarship Committee.  For more information, contact the Vice President for Student Services, Box 129, Decatur, MS  39327-0129 or phone toll-free to 1-877-GO2-ECCC (462-3222), ext. 375.

HUDSPETH SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was endowed in the fall of 1998 with a substantial gift to the College from Henry Bane “Bubba” Hudspeth and his wife Faye McCully Hudspeth of Louisville.  At the time of the gift, it was the largest individual donation ever made to the College.

Mr. Hudspeth, a successful businessman and Winston County native, graduated from East Central Junior College in 1959.  The Hudspeths’ son, Henry McCully “Cully” Hudspeth, graduated from the College in 1989.  A lifelong supporter of the East Central and community colleges statewide, Bubba Hudspeth served on the College’s Board of Trustees for 28 years, from 1968 to 1996.  He was chairman of the board for almost 11 years, from July of 1983 to January of 1994.  In 1996, he was appointed to a six-year term on the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges.  He was chosen to serve as Vice-Chairman of that Board in 1997.

The Hudspeths’ established this scholarship with a gift of stock to the College.  The amount of the annual award shall be $500 for the fall semester and $500 for the spring semester.
Students from any public or private high school in Winston County are eligible to compete for a Hudspeth Scholarship.  Also eligible are home-schooled students who meet the basic requirements.  
To be considered, each potential recipient must meet the following criteria:

1. Have a “C” or “C+” average in course work completed (2.0-2.5 on a 4.00 scale);

2. Have definable career goals and plans; and

3. Have a demonstrated need for financial assistance.
MARTHA KATE TULLOS HUMMEL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship endowment was funded by her husband, Donald, her sons Andrew, Robert, Jeffrey, her family, and friends.  A native of Choctaw County, MS, Martha Kate graduated with honors from Louisville High School.  At East Central Junior College, she received the highest recognition when her name was inscribed on the “Hall of Fame” at East Central for exhibiting exemplary character, superior scholarship, leadership, and contribution to the betterment of the College.  She also participated in the band, choir, ECJC Players, and was voted a class favorite.  Throughout her life, Martha Kate was active in the United Methodist Church.  In later years, Martha Kate had lead roles in several Little Theater Stage productions.  She directed and sang in “Harmony,” a female choral group.  Also, she was very active in organizing the 57-58-59 East Central Alumni Group which met every year at Homecoming.

The East Central Community College Scholarship Committee will make the selection from the applicants who have completed the application process and met the general eligibility requirements.

To be eligible for the scholarship the student must:

1. Be a legal resident of the five-County District;
2. Have a minimum 3.0 grade point on a 4-system;

3. Be a full time student starting the sophomore year; and

4. Be a music or an engineering major.

All funds contributed shall go into the endowment fund.  The amount of the scholarship will be $500.00 the first year and increase by $25.00 each year thereafter.  No part of the endowment corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  For more information, contact the Vice President for Student Services’ Office toll-free at 1-877-GO2-ECCC (462-3222), Ext. 375.
JOHNSON FAMILY ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP – The Johnson Family Engineering Scholarship is given in memory of Lee E. Johnson and Lizzie Graham Johnson by their children, Joe Lee & Ollie J. Johnson, John & Elise Johnson Hollingsworth, Charlie R. Johnson, and Danny E. Johnson.

Criteria for applicants for the Johnson Family Engineering Scholarship are as follows:

1.  Be a resident of Newton County (Preference given to Newton County High School graduates);

2.  Enroll as a full time freshman student at East Central Community College after high school

graduation for the fall semester or may be given to a sophomore (Both shall meet the remaining criteria);

3.  Have and maintain a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale; and
4.  Major in Engineering at East Central with the intent to enroll in Civil Engineering at Mississippi State University upon graduation from East Central;

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus and will be awarded the fall and/or spring semesters of the recipient’s freshman or sophomore year as earnings permit.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.

In the event that no student matches the qualifications for this scholarship, the interest earned will be reinvested in the endowment corpus.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the East Central Community College Scholarship Committee.
JOHNSON-TAYLOR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in 2008 by Bruce and Susan Taylor to honor the memory of their parents, Elmer and Frances Johnson and Wilson and Marguerite Taylor.  Their parents collectively gave close to 100 years of service in the education field.  

Elmer H. Johnson, originally from Beulah Hubbard, attended ECCC and graduated from Mississippi State University and later received his Masters of Education from MSU.  He taught in public schools in Neshoba County, Smith County, and Newton County.  For most of his career he taught vocational education in Newton County.  

Frances Aycock Johnson, originally from Rose Hill, also attended ECCC and received her B.S. from MSU in business education.  She later received an Elementary Education Certificate and a masters degree in Elementary Education.   She taught in Neshoba County, Smith County, and Newton County.  The majority of her teaching years were teaching fourth graders in the Newton County School System. 

Wilson E. Taylor of Decatur graduated from ECCC and USM and later received his Master of Education Administration Degree.   During his teaching career, he taught at ECCC, and high schools in Newton County and surrounding areas.  He also served as Superintendent of Newton County Schools for one term.

Marguerite Kemp Taylor originally of Nanih Waiya provided great support for Wilson during his education and career and was a wonderful role model and teacher for her children. 

All five children reared by the Johnsons and the Taylors attended ECCC and then pursued degrees from MSU and USM.  The five combined for two Bachelor Degrees, three Masters Degrees, and one Ph.D.

Criteria for the scholarship:

1. The student must be a resident of the ECCC five count district;

2. A full-time student of ECCC who has completed enough hours to be classified as a sophomore;

3. Be actively pursuing an Education major; and

4. Have maintained a minimum 2.75 grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

The amount of the scholarship award to be given for both semesters of the sophomore year will be based on earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  Recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee from the applicants who meet the criteria listed above.

It is hoped that this scholarship will be used to produce new teachers in the education field and continue the seeds of excellence started during the teaching careers of these parents and educators.  

FRANCES AYCOCK JOHNSON AND JO ANN AYCOCK THOMAS SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was established in 2010 by Dr. Harold S. Aycock, Class of 1964, to honor the professional educator careers of his sisters, Frances Aycock Johnson and Jo Ann Aycock Thomas.  Both are natives of North Jasper County, graduates of Hickory High School, and attended ECCC.  After ECCC, Frances received he BS and MS degrees in Education from MSU.  She taught at the elementary level in the Newton County School System for most of her 30 plus year career.  Jo Ann, ECCC Class of 1958, received her BS in Elementary Education from USM and spent most of her 30 plus year career teaching at the elementary level in the New Albany, MS School System.

Candidates for the scholarship award must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a resident of Jasper County, MS;

2. Be an enrolled full-time incoming freshman or a returning student who has attained sophomore standing;

3. Have a 3.0 grade point average; and

4. Have a demonstrated need for financial assistance.

The scholarship will be awarded for two semesters.  The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for the scholarship award.  The ECCC Scholarship Committee will select the scholarship recipients.
LA-Z-BOY SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in 1995 by La-Z-Boy South located in Newton, Mississippi.  The purpose of this scholarship is to provide financial assistance to qualified students who choose to enroll at East Central Community College.  The scholarship will be awarded annually to a minimum of two (2) students.  The recipients must be legal Mississippi residents who plan to enroll as full-time students on the Decatur Campus of East Central Community College.  This scholarship will be awarded to in-district students with preference given to students who reside in Newton County.  The students must have earned a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on all previous college credit course work or a “B” average on all previous high school course work.  Students must have demonstrated a high level of participation in extracurricular activities and/or community involvement.  To be eligible for the scholarship, the student’s parent or grandparent should be a current or past employee of La-Z-Boy South.
Scholarship criteria:

1. Student must be a legal resident of Mississippi; 

2. Must be a resident of five-county district with preference given to students who reside in Newton County;

3. Must have earned a “B” average on all previous high school course work or 3.0 on all previous college credit course work; 
4. Enroll full-time at East Central Community College; and

5. Student’s parent or grandparent should be a current or past employee of La-Z-Boy South.
DR. EARL L. LARID, SR. SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Dr. Laird and his medical service to his fellow man.  The scholarship will be used to assist those students entering the medical science fields.

Dr. Laird, born 1907, was a native of the Rock Branch Community of Newton County.  He graduated from Union High School and received degrees from the University of Mississippi and Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.  Dr. Laird returned to him home in Union and established Laird Hospital in 1938.  He was certified in Family Practice, Abdominal Surgery, and General Surgery.  He was a veteran of World War II and the Korean conflict.  Dr. Laird received many honors from his community for his commitment to his profession and his hometown.  He was honored with a “Dr. Earl Laird Day” in 1975 and as Union’s Outstanding Citizen in 193.  Some of his other accomplishments included Chairman of the Board of Peoples Bank of Mississippi and a successful land owner and cattle farmer.  Dr. Laird died in 1986.  He was 79 years old.  He had served 53 years in the medical profession.

This two-semester scholarship will be awarded each year to a sophomore student who meets the following criteria:

1.  Must be a full-time East Central Community College student pursuing a degree in the medical sciences (pre-med, pre-pharmacy, nursing);

2. Have graduated from a high school in Newton or Neshoba County;

3. Have a 3.5 or better grade point average; and

4. Must have financial need.

The recipient will be selected by the East Central Community College Scholarship Committee from students who apply and who meet the criteria listed above.  The annual scholarship recipient will be awarded A$500 for the fall semester and $500 for the spring semester.
EDWIN AND MARIE LOWE SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship honors the life and work of Louisville, Mississippi, native Edwin W. Lowe and Marie Johnson Lowe, a Helena, Arkansas native and was endowed by their children.

The Lowes both worked for newspapers in the mid-South area during much of their careers.  However, in her 50’s Mrs. Lowe completed bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Texas Women’s University and was a school librarian in the Dallas, Texas, area for the last 14 years of her career.  Together the Lowes raised three children, two daughters and a son, all of whom had careers in education.

To be eligible, potential recipients must meet the following criteria:

1.  
be a nontraditional student (at least 23 years old or older); and
2.  
Have a least a 2.0 (C) grade point average on a 4.0 scale.
These requirements recognize the fact that Mrs. Lowe completed her college degrees after having a family and a career and that Mr. Lowe, although he was unable to complete his degree because of the Depression, supported his wife’s efforts to obtain her degrees and was an avid life-long learner.

The amount of the annual scholarship will depend on earnings from the endowment.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  Recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee from applicants who meet the criteria listed above.

THOMAS RUDOLPH MAYES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP - Created in August of 1998, by his family and friends, this scholarship honors the memory of Mr. Rudolph Mays, East Central English instructor for 28 years.  According to his daughter, Mrs. Jackie Mayes Etie, Class of '79, of Houston Texas, this scholarship "perpetuates the tenacious value of education and continuous learning exemplified by the life and contributions of this dedicated educator."  Mr. Mayes graduated from East Central in 1952 with the distinction of having been elected to serve as the College's first student body president.  Following completion of a master's degree in English from Mississippi State University, he began a career of teaching at East Central.  During his tenure here he served as sponsor of Phi Theta Kappa, international honorary society for community college students, and sponsor of The Tom-Tom, the student newspaper.  He retired in 1986.  His first wife, Madaline Smith Mayes, who preceded him in death, served the College for 20 years as secretary to the registrar and later worked as a math teacher in the Newton County School System.  Prior to his death, he was married for six years to Rosalyn Thompson Mayes of Decatur, an employee of the La-Z-Boy Corporation in Newton.

To be eligible for the scholarship, potential recipients must:

1.  
Have maintained a 3.0 grade point average in high school on the 4.0 scale;

2.  
Submit a letter of recommendation from a high school or college faculty member who taught the applicant; and        
3.  
Agree to take part in a recognition ceremony at which the scholarship award will be presented.

Recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee.

Russell McCann Memorial Scholarship – Created in the spring of 2001 by family and friends, this annual $500 scholarship honors the memory of Russell McCann, Class of ’97.  Russell lost his life in April, 2001, after an auto accident.

 

Russell, a 1995 graduate of Newton County Academy in Decatur, Mississippi, was co-captain of the football team.  Honors received while at Newton County Academy include:

1990-91 Football Trophy (Best Defensive Player)

Basketball Trophy

1991-92 Captain Crunch Award

1993-94 All-Conference (Defensive Tackle, All Conference Defensive Team)

1994-95 School Paper Staff – Sports Reporter

American History Award

Captain Award – Outstanding Leadership

Most Valuable Player - Defensive

 

While at East Central, Russell was an offensive guard for the’96 and ’97 Warrior teams.  The ’96 team went 10-1, finished fifth in the nation, and won the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Game in Brunswick, Georgia, be beating the Middle Georgia College 7-6 on December 7, 1996.  Russell was a member of the 1st string offensive team for the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl game and received MACJC All-State Honorable Mention honors in football in 1997.  East Central Head Football Coach Terry Underwood said, “Russell was a good player and a fine young man.  We were very fortunate to have had him in our program.”

East Central alumni Ricky and Teresa Williamson Shannon of Lena, Class of ’82, are his parents who initiated the scholarship in his honor.
 

Scholarship applicants must:

1. Be a resident of the five county East Central district; and
2. Have at least a “C” grade point average.
Selection of the recipient is made by the College Scholarship Committee.  
DR. HOWARD CARLTON MCMILLIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – Following his graduation from Louisville High School in 1948, Dr. McMillin attended East Central Junior College on a football scholarship.  He graduated from East Central in 1950 and in 1952 received his undergraduate degree in Animal Science from Mississippi State University.  After two years of active duty in the United States Army, he completed his education at the University of Houston, earning his Doctor of Optometry degree in 1958.  Dr. McMillin returned to Mississippi in 1958, establishing his optometric practice in Carthage, where he enjoyed providing needed optometric services to residents of Central Mississippi until his retirement in 1995.  He was unselfish with his time and talents in numerous civic and professional activities.  He was a co-founder of Leake Academy, where he served twelve consecutive years on the Board of Directors.  He also was co-founder of the Bank of Central Mississippi and the Leake County Little League Baseball Association.  He served as president of the Lions Club and the Leake County Jaycees.  His membership in the Leake County Chamber of Commerce spanned a period of thirty-seven years.  He maintained a seat on the Mississippi State University Agricultural Advisory Council.  His professional memberships were in the American, Mississippi, and Central Mississippi Optometric Associations.  Additionally, he treasured his membership in the Carthage United Methodist Church and its Friendship Sunday School Class.   Dr. McMillin’s unique gift for developing and maintaining friendships led to strong lifelong relationships with several of his high school and college football teammates.  Though his football career was cut short by a devastating knee injury, his friends and teammates nominated him for induction into the East Central Community College Athletic Hall of Fame.  This honor, which he treasured, was conferred upon him in 2010. An avid and accomplished hunter, fisherman, and outdoorsman throughout his life, Dr. McMillin made dear friends throughout the country who shared his love of hunting, breeding Redbone coonhounds, and his second “profession” as a breeder of exotic Simmental cattle.  Through these hobbies, he became a trustee of the American Redbone Coonhound Association and served as treasurer of the Mississippi Simmental Association. Dr. McMillin, who passed away in August of 2012, was a loving, devoted, and supportive husband to his wife of fifty-five years, the former Shirley Van Hooser of Arcadia, Louisiana.  He adored and guided his children, Lisa and David, his five grandchildren, and one great grandchild. He was tremendously grateful for the opportunity to begin his college education at East Central as a result of receiving a football scholarship.  He enjoyed visiting the campus often for football games, Homecoming activities, and Warrior Club meetings. 

His family is pleased to endow the Dr. Howard Carlton McMillin Memorial Scholarship at East Central to assist in the education of any freshman or sophomore student who meets the following criteria:
1. Must be a resident of the five-county area served by East Central Community College;

2. Must have financial need; and

3. Must maintain a 3.0 grade point average.

Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship award.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship award.  Recipients are to be selected annually by the College Scholarship Committee from the students who apply for the scholarship. 

MISSISSIPPI AUTOMOTIVE MANUFACTURER’S ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was established in 2007 and will be awarded annually, dependent upon availability of funding, to two students.  The scholarship award shall be limited to supporting the recipient’s academic pursuit, including, but not limited to, tuition, course books, instructional materials, and on-campus housing.
To be eligible, a recipient must, at a minimum, be a student:
1. Entering their sophomore year (Note: may be a freshman if they are entering an approved one-year certificate program);
2. Enrolled in a MAMA approved automotive-related program (specifically Collision Repair, Welding, Precision Machines,  Auto Mechanics, HVAC, Electronics, or Drafting);
3. Possessing the capacity to excel in his or her field, demonstrated through past academic and non-academic performance; and
4. Must have a 3.0 or higher GPA.
Recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.

ROBERT J. MOODY, JR. SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP -- The Robert J. Moody, Jr. Special Education Scholarship is for a deserving sophomore at East Central Community College from Winston County.  The scholarship is named after Robert J. Moody, Jr. of Louisville, MS, who is the son of Bobby and Ann Moody.  Bobby, a long serving member of the Mississippi House of Representatives, worked tirelessly to provide opportunities for individuals with special needs.

Scholarship candidates must:

1.   Have a 3.0 average on a 4.0 scale;

2.   Desire to pursue a degree in education with an emphasis in special education; and

3.   Plan to attend East Central Community College in Decatur as a full-time student during the fall semester following their freshman year at ECCC.

The scholarship will be awarded for the fall semester of the recipient’s sophomore year.  The annual recipient will be chosen by the ECCC Scholarship committee.  If there are no qualified applicants pursuing a degree in special education, others may be considered.

REV. JOHN LAMBERT NEILL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – Established in December of 2008 by Dr. Harold S. Aycock, Class of 1964, in memory of Reverend J.L. Neill (1882-1972) who was the Wesley Foundation Director when Dr. Aycock attended ECC.  Brother Neill was a native of Montrose in Jasper County, MS and a 1906 graduate of Millsaps College.  In 1907 he began a lifetime of service as a licensed Methodist minister.  His 64 years of tireless and distinguished service was frequently recognized at the state, national and international levels within the Methodist Church.  From 1921-1925 as head of the Methodist Mission work in Czechoslovakia, he organized a full-fledged Annual Conference and helped establish a seminary in Prague.  As Wesley Foundation Director at ECCC from 1954 to 1969, he was tireless in his ministry to the spiritual and personal needs of current and former students.  He was always available to assist students with personal issues and to assist in opening doors of opportunity for personal, educational, and career development.
Recipients are to be selected annually by the College Scholarship committee from students who have attained sophomore standing, a 3.0 grade point average, and who have a demonstrated need for financial assistance.  This scholarship will be awarded for two semesters.  The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for the scholarship award.

Scholarship criteria:

1. Students who have attained sophomore standing;

2. Attained a 3.0 grade point average; and

3. Who have demonstrated need for financial assistance.

COACH KEN POUNCEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP - This scholarship was established February of 2011 by friends and family of Ken Pouncey.  Coach Pouncey coached football at East Central Community College 16 years from 1966 to 1982 (15 of those years he served as head coach).  He enjoyed his interaction with his students in physical education class, but his passion was working with players on the football field.  He mentored and encouraged his children, his students, and his athletes to be the “most they could be.”  Ken Pouncey served as superintendent of the Newton County School District and was instrumental in consolidating the schools of Beulah Hubbard, Decatur, and Hickory.  Ken also served as superintendent of the Enterprise School District until his retirement in 2001.  After retirement, he continued to serve in an active role in his church and his community.  He served as president of the Newton County Retired Teachers Association, was a member of the Decatur Jaycees and the Decatur Lions Club, and served as a member of the ECCC Board of Trustees.

The scholarship will be awarded annually to a returning East Central Community College sophomore student.  Recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.

To be eligible, a recipient must:

1.  Enroll as a full-time student at East Central Community College the fall semester of his/her sophomore year;

2. Be an education major;

3. Reside in the five-county district served by the College; and

4. Have earned a minimum 3.0 GPA as a freshman student.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  There will be no refund to the student for money not used to fund his/her education at ECCC.  In the event a scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited in the scholarship endowment.
DEREK POUNCEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in February 2015 by friends and family of Derek Pouncey.  Derek was a native of Meridian and Lauderdale County, where he lived most of his life.  A graduate of West Lauderdale High School, he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology at Mississippi College in Clinton and later a Master’s Degree in School Leadership and Administration from Mississippi State University.

Derek was born to be a teacher and a coach.  During the span of his career, he impacted students’ lives at Kate Griffin Junior High, Northwest Junior High, Meridian High School, Philadelphia High School, Kemper County High School, East Central Community College, and West Lauderdale Middle and High Schools.  Classroom subjects he proudly taught included Speech, Debate, Theater, and English Language Arts.  He was the recipient of numerous awards including the prestigious Coca-Cola Educator of Distinction Award.  Always humbled about his honors, Derek mentored students too numerous to list.

The scholarship will be awarded annually to a returning East Central Community College sophomore student.  Recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.

To be eligible, a recipient must:

1. Enroll as a full-time student at East Central Community College the fall semester of his/her sophomore   year;

2. Be an education major;

3. Reside in the 5-county district served by the college; and

4. Have earned a minimum 3.0 GPA as a freshman student.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based upon earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  There will be no refund to the student for money not used to fund his/her education at ECCC.  In the event a scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited in the scholarship endowment.

ROSCOE C. PUGH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP -- Roscoe C. Pugh was the first president of East Central Junior College.  He served in that capacity from 1928 when the College was founded until 1934.  He served previously as superintendent of the Newton County Agricultural High School.

In the fall of 1996, Leon Eubanks, who served from 1934 until 1943 as an English instructor at East Central and who was a graduate of the Newton County Agricultural High School, established and fully endowed this scholarship to honor his friend, Mr. Pugh.

Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the annual scholarship awards.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship awards.

To be eligible to be considered for this scholarship, candidates must:

1. Enroll as full-time day academic or technical students at the Decatur campus after having been previously enrolled as part-time students;

2. Have earned all previous college credits at East Central Community College;

3. Have earned a minimum of 12 semester hours credit and not more than 21 semester hours credit before applying for the scholarship;

4. Have a minimum 3.00 grade point average on all college work completed;

5. Have submitted completed scholarship application forms to the Vice President for Student Services’ office; and 

6. Final selection of the recipients for this scholarship will be made by the College Scholarship Committee.

This scholarship will be available for two semesters of enrollment at East Central Community College.

SHIRLEY RENAUD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHP – Established early in 2000, this endowed scholarship honors the memory of Shirley Sanders Renaud, Class of 1963, an outstanding student, athlete, and educator.  Mrs. Renaud, a Greenwood native who lived in Carthage for most of her life, died at age 56 in November of 1999 after a long bout with cancer.

Mrs. Renaud was a graduate of Carthage High School where she was a star basketball player from 1957 to 1961.  During her senior year, she averaged 35 points per game and once scored 53 points in two quarters and three minutes of a game.  Her high school uniform number, 33, was retired when she graduated.  Her high school coach said she was one of the most outstanding players he had ever seen.

At East Central, Shirley played intramural basketball.  She also achieved membership in Phi Theta Kappa, the international academic honor society for community college students.  After graduating from East Central, Mrs. Renaud graduated from the University of Southern Mississippi with honors.  She was a teacher in both public and private schools before ending her career as a librarian with the Leake County Schools.  Mrs. Renaud was the wife of Joe Renaud who at the time of her death was serving as personal development specialist in East Central’s Workforce Development Center.

Both of the Renaud children graduated from East Central.  Their daughter, Tara Lynn, graduated in 1997.  She was a member of Phi Theta Kappa and was an Academic All-American on the College’s tennis team.  Their son, Joseph “Joff” Renaud, III, was also a member of Phi Theta Kappa and the tennis team when he graduated in 1993.  Both children went on to graduate from the University of Southern Mississippi with honors.  Mrs. Renaud’s mother, the former Evelyn Adams, was a member of East Central’s class of 1933.  Her two brothers, Wilbur Eugene Sanders and Billy Joe Sanders, both of Jackson, also attended East Central.

Students selected for this scholarship must have excelled academically.

Scholarship criteria include the following:

1.  
Have a minimum overall gpa of 3.5 (B+) on a 4.0 scale; and
2.  
Be a resident of the College’s five-county district.

The amount of the annual scholarship will depend on earnings from the endowment.  No part of the endowment corpus may be used for scholarship awards.  Recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee.  For more information, contact the Vice President for Student Services, East Central Community College, Box 129, Decatur, MS  39327-0129.  Call toll free 1-877-GO2-ECCC (462-3222), Ext. 375.

RUTH ROUND VOLUNTEER SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in February of 2010 by Newton Community Healthcare, Inc. to honor Ruth Round of Newton.  Mrs. Round served as president of the Pink Ladies Auxiliary at the hospital in Newton for 22 years and contributed over 40,000 volunteer hours of service. She also volunteered her services with the Town and Country Garden Club, Friends of the Depot, Newton County Homemakers Council, Newton County Advisory Council, Liberty Community Club, and the Newton Chamber of Commerce. She was recognized as Volunteer of the Year by the Mississippi Hospital Association and Woman of the Year by the Newton Chamber of Commerce.     

Scholarship candidates applying for this scholarship must meet the following criteria:

1. Be enrolled in a healthcare program;

2. Have a history of volunteer service in Newton County;

3. Be a resident of Newton County; and

4. Be enrolled at East Central Community College as a freshman or sophomore student.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based only on interest earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  In the event that no student matches the qualifications for this scholarship, the interest earned will be reinvested in the endowment corpus.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.  
ELVA SMITH SIGREST MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in October of 2006 by the family of Mrs. Elva Sigrest.  Mrs. Sigrest was a 1932 graduate of East Central.  She was a native of Neshoba County and had been a resident of Harperville for over 69 years where she was an active member of the Harperville United Methodist Church.

To be eligible, scholarship applicants must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a graduate of Scott Central or Forest High School;

2. Have sophomore status at East Central Community College;

3. Have at least a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale; and

4. Must enroll full time at the College.

The recipient will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee.  This scholarship will be initiated the fall semester of 2007 and will continue each fall semester – dependent upon availability of funding.

DR. OMAR SIMMONS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHP – This scholarship was established to recognize Dr. Omar Simmons for his more than 35 years of medical practice to the Newton community.  Dr. Simmons began his medical practice in family medicine and general surgery in Newton in 1931.  He also served as the Newton Hospital administrator from 1940 to 1967.

In 1969, Dr. Simmons was named Doctor of the Year by the Mississippi State Medical Association and presented the Robbins Award for his contributions to community service.  He served as president of the Mississippi State Medical Association, president of the Mississippi Hospital Association, president of the East Mississippi Medical Society, director of the Mississippi Division of the American Cancer Society, and board member of the Commission on Hospital Care.  He once served as president of the Newton Chamber of Commerce and was an elder, Sunday School superintendent, and Clerk of Sessions in the Presbyterian Church.  Upon his retirement in 1967, he was honored by the City of Newton by the observance of Dr. Simmons Day.

Dr. Omar Simmons was born in Louin in 1897.  He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Mississippi and earned his medical degree at the University of Tennessee.  He was married to Ruth Toole Simmons.  Dr. Simmons died in 1986 at 89 years of age. 

Scholarship candidates applying for this scholarship must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a resident of Newton County; 

2. Be a pre-med major;

3. Have a ACT composite score of 25; and

4. Be enrolled at East Central Community College as a freshman or sophomore student.

The amount of the scholarship award will be based only on interest earnings from the endowment corpus.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  In the event that no student matches the qualifications for this scholarship, the interest earned will be reinvested in the endowment corpus.  Scholarship recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee
WILLIS E. BLUM AND FRANCES GAINES BLUM SLAGLE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was endowed by a 1940 East Central alumna, Frances Gaines Blum Slagle, at the time of her death.  The purpose of this scholarship is to award scholarships to deserving students who are economically in need of funds for educational expenses and who would not otherwise be able to attend college.

A Minter City, Mississippi native, Mrs. Slagle attended Decatur High School and continued her education at then East Central Junior College, where she was a member of the “Warriorette” basketball team.  Mrs. Slagle also attended Clarke-Venable Baptist Church in Decatur.

She received a degree in travel administration from Columbia University in Columbia, Missouri and owned and operated Carlson Travel Agency in Sebring, Florida.  She enjoyed traveling and lived in various places around the world, including Germany, Jamaica, Japan, and Panama.

Mrs. Slagle was preceded in death by her first husband, Lt. Col. Willis Eugene Bill Blum, and her second husband, Capt. Lovell E. Woody Slagle.  Both men are buried at Arlington National Cemetery in recognition of their outstanding military service.  Mrs. Slagle was recognized as a “Gold Star” wife and was instrumental in obtaining retirement benefits for wives of servicemen killed in action.  Mrs. Slagle died at age 94 on May 11, 2012, in Evans, Georgia.  She too was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery.

Criteria for the scholarship are as follows:

1. Be a graduate of a high school in the five-county service district of East Central Community College;

2. Be enrolled as a full-time student; and

3. Have a demonstrated need for financial assistance.

Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship awards.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship award.  Recipients are to be selected annually by the College Scholarship Committee from the students who apply for the scholarship.

The scholarship award will be used for tuition, books, and/or room and board while at East Central.
STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANY SCHOLARSHIP – The State Farm Insurance Company agents in East Central’s five-county district initiated the endowment of this scholarship in the spring of 1999.  The individual agents’ gifts toward the initial endowment corpus of $10,000 were matched by the State Farm Companies Foundation.  This scholarship was established specifically for non-traditional students.  

To be eligible, potential recipients must meet the following criteria:


1.  
Be at least 23 years of age or older;


2.  
Have a demonstrated financial need;

3.  
Reside within the five-county district served by East Central Community College; and

4.  
Enroll as full time students on Decatur campus.

Scholarship award will be made to a returning sophomore at the beginning of the fall semester of the students’ college enrollment.  The selection of the recipients will be made by the College Scholarship Committee.

For more information, contact the Vice President for Student Services’ Office at East Central Community College.  Call toll free 1-877-GO2-ECCC, Ext. 375 or write Box 129, Decatur, MS  39327.

JACOB STOVALL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in loving memory of Jacob Stovall, a fun-loving sophomore at Philadelphia High School.  Jacob’s parents, Toni and Don Stovall, created this scholarship after Jacob lost his battle with cancer (Neuroblastoma) on February 28, 2009.  Jacob loved sports, his wonderful nurses during his illness, and mathematics.  His favorite sports were football, basketball, and golf.

Funding from the scholarship may be used for the following:

1. A scholarship for a business major; or

2. A scholarship for a nursing major.

Candidates must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a graduate of Philadelphia High School;

2. Must have at least a 3.0 GPA based on a 4.0 scale;

3. Enrolled as a traditional or non-traditional full time student; and

4. Demonstrate need (to be determined by the college scholarship committee).

The annual selection of the scholarship will be made by the college scholarship committee.  The scholarship shall be equal to $500, $250 per semester for the first two semesters of college.

WALLACE STRICKLAND RUSH HEALTH SYSTEMS ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship fund was initiated and formally established in 2010 by the Newton Community Health Foundation and Rush Health Systems. This scholarship was established in honor and recognition of Wallace Strickland, President and Chief Executive Officer of Rush Health Systems. He has been with Rush since 1970 and has served in positions of Coordinator of Special Projects, Data Processing Manager, Assistant Administrator, Administrator and Vice President of Operations/Rush Health Systems, Inc. and Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer of both Rush Foundation Hospital and Rush Health Systems. In 1997, he was appointed as the Assistant Secretary for the Board of Trustees of Rush Health Systems and in 1999 he assumed his current duties as President of Rush Health Systems, Inc. and subsidiaries. Mr. Strickland continues to expand Rush Health Systems and influence healthcare across our great state with dedication and visionary leadership. A strong commitment to education is a major component of his vision and the development of strong leaders insures continued success.

Mr. Strickland received an Associate of Arts degree from East Central Junior College, a Bachelor of Science degree from Mississippi State University, attended Meridian Community College, and a Master of Business Administration degree from the University of Alabama.  He has served as Past President of Medical Group Management Association of Mississippi.  

Mr. Strickland currently serves in numerous capacities providing leadership in the economic development of the region.   He has served as past Chairman of the East Mississippi Business Development Corporation.  He was instrumental in helping start State Games of Mississippi, and continues to support the Board of Directors. Mr. Strickland is married to Judy Strickland and they have two children, Julie 27, and Jason 21.

The specific terms and conditions of the scholarship are set forth as follows:

1. The purpose of the Wallace Strickland Rush Health Systems Endowment Scholarship Fund is to assist deserving young men and women who are pursuing a degree in healthcare at the college. This endowed scholarship fund provides two annual scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each to qualified students.

2. To reside in the 5 county service area of the college.

3. The personal assets of this endowment fund are invested and only the incomes from the principle asset are used to finance the scholarships. In the event there is not sufficient income to provide two $500.00 scholarships annually the college is authorized to take needed monies from the principal assets to cover the scholarships until the assets are completed.  Additional monies may be added to the Wallace Strickland Rush Health Systems Endowment Scholarship Fund from time to time.

Recipients are selected by the East Central Community College Scholarship Committee and ECCC will provide the names of the recipients to Rush each year for appropriate publicity. For more information contact the Vice President for Students Services Office toll free at 1-877-GO2-ECCC (462-3222), ext 375.  

THOMAS W. THRASH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – Endowed in 2002 by the friends and family of Thomas W. Thrash, this scholarship honors one of East Centrals long-time faculty members.  A native of Newton, Mr. Thrash was a graduate of Newton High School and East Central Junior College, and earned both the bachelor and masters degrees from Mississippi State University.  He completed additional studies at MSU and the University of Southern Mississippi.  He was the recipient of numerous civic and academic awards.  He served as a social science instructor at East Central Community College from 1962 until the time of his death in September 2002, when he was serving as Chairman of the Social Science, Education, and Business Division.

Policies and criteria for the Thomas W. Thrash Memorial Scholarship are as follows:

1. All funds contributed will be placed in endowment with only the interest expended each year for the scholarship award.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship award.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship award.

2. As long as there is interest earned on the endowment corpus, a recipient shall be selected annually by the family or its designee and the East Central Community College Scholarship Committee.

3. The scholarship will be awarded the fall semester of the recipient’s sophomore year.

4. The scholarship will be presented at the spring Awards Day by a member of the family or its designee.

5. Graduates of high schools within the college’s five-county district including Scott, Winston, Newton, Leake, and Neshoba counties or counties that are contiguous with Newton County and who meet all other qualifications will be given first consideration for the annual scholarship award.  Additionally, preference will be given to applicants who are majoring in history or education and plan a career in education.

6. The successful recipient shall:


(a)
Be a high school graduate.


(b)
At the time of the scholarship application, must have completed a minimum of 12 semester hours, but no more than 36 semester hours at East Central Community College.


(c)
Must have demonstrated the capacity and a strong desire to obtain a college education by maintaining a 3.0 GPA or higher on all college coursework.


(d)
Be enrolled as a full-time student on the Decatur campus.


(e)
Have high moral standards and good character as documented by two letters of recommendation to be submitted along with the scholarship application.


(f)
Must complete a scholarship application form and submit it to the Vice President for Student Services office.

OVID S. AND CAROL VICKERS SCHOLARSHIP - Established in the fall of 1999 by former students and friends of the Vickers, this scholarship honors this couple’s lifetime of devotion to East Central.  Ovid Vickers, an Eastman, Georgia, native, served the College as a humanities instructor and in various other capacities from 1955 to 1995.  Throughout his 40 year teaching career and in retirement he maintained a keen interest in the lives of East Central students, faculty, and staff.  Held in high regard by his former students, he is considered a favorite by many.  Evidence of the esteem in which he is held is the 1995 naming of the College’s Fine Arts Center I his honor.  Recognized statewide and nationally during his career, he served two terms as president of the Mississippi Council of Teachers of English and helped form the Mississippi Folklore Society.  In 1990, he was named College English Teacher of the Year by the Mississippi Council of Teachers of English.  He earned the BA, MA, and EdS degrees from George Peabody College in Nashville.

Carol Farish Vickers, Class of 1958 is a graduate of Noxapater High School.  She was initially employed by the College in 1961 as secretary to the president and served in that position until 1968.  From 1968 until 1983, Mrs. Vickers taught English at Decatur High School.  In 1983, she was again employed by the College, this time as an instructor of English and reading.  She retired from full-time teaching at East Central in 1992 and subsequently served in various part-time positions at the College.  In 1997, she was chosen as East Central’s “Alumna of the Year.”  Mrs. Vickers earned her BS and MS degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi.

To be considered for the Vickers Scholarship, potential recipients must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a high school graduate or hold a General Education Diploma (GED);

2. Have at least a cumulative “C” (2.0) high school grade point average;

3. Reside in one of East Central’s five supporting counties; and

4. Plan to major in English, English education, literature, speech, art or in theater.

Earnings from the endowment corpus will be used to fund the scholarship in perpetuity.  No part of the endowment corpus will be used for scholarship awards.  Recipients will be selected by the College Scholarship Committee.
HARVEY AND MARTHA WHEELER PRE-PHARMACY/PRE-MED SCHOLARSHIP –

This scholarship was established to honor the memory of Harvey and Martha Wheeler and to assist and encourage those who are entering the fields of pharmacy and medicine.  It is funded by their children, William E. Wheeler, MD, and Roberta Wheeler Byars and their families.

Martha Donaldson Wheeler received her high school education at Pontotoc High School and her college education at Mississippi State College for Women (now Mississippi University for Women) where she graduated in 1945 with a degree in Secretarial Science.  Harvey Wheeler graduated from Coldwater High School and entered the army as a medic.  During World War II he received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart awards.  He returned to Coldwater where he worked for the National Guard.  There he met and married Martha Donaldson, who was teaching in Senatobia.  He re-entered the army during the Korean War and was honorably discharged.  At that time she encouraged him to attend college, which he did, and completed his pharmacy degree in three years – a feat he was told could not be accomplished.  He initially worked as a pharmacist for Delta Pineland Plantation in Scott, Mississippi from 1955 to 1958.  At that time he became employed at the Post Office Drug Store in Union, Mississippi for one year.  He then moved to Decatur, Mississippi where he purchased Hays Rexall Drug Store, establishing it as Wheeler Rexall Drug Store, later to be changed to Wheeler Drug Store.  They retained ownership until 1986, at which time he became pharmacist for Convarest Nursing Home in Newton, Mississippi for three years before semi-retiring.  He continued to work as a relief pharmacist for several years.  The Wheelers were active in the Decatur United Methodist Church and numerous community affairs until his death in 2000 and her subsequent move to Philadelphia, Mississippi to be near their daughter.  Martha remained there until her death in 2010.  The store continues their legacy, as it is still known as Wheeler Drug Store.
To be considered for this scholarship, candidates must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a pre-pharmacy or pre-med student;

2. Be entering the second semester of their sophomore year; and

3. Have a 3.5 grade point average at ECCC.

Graduates from the college’s five county district (Newton, Neshoba, Leake, Winston, and Scott) will be given first consideration for the annual scholarship award.  However, students from other areas may also apply and be given consideration.

The award will be up to $500 per year.  It will be used for tuition, books, and/or room and board while at ECCC.  There will be no refund to the student for money not used to fund education at ECCC.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus will be used for the scholarship award.  10% of interest or dividends will be reinvested in the fund each year.  In the event that the endowment corpus generates more than the $500 minimum award, the college may contact the Wheeler family to consider other scholarship award options including increasing the minimum scholarship award amount and/or increasing the number of scholarships awarded.

In the event a scholarship is not awarded in any year, the interest that would have been used to fund the scholarship will be deposited in the scholarship endowment.

Recipient selection will be made by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.
GENERAL WILLIAM PATRICK WILSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established by the Class of 1937, family, friends, and associates of General Pat Wilson.  It honors his memory as a coach, dormitory supervisor, teacher, and National Guard officer at East Central Junior College from 1933 to 1940, and his long and colorful military career.  From his Pre-World War II days, when he was affectionately known as “Captain Pat”, to his much decorated combat service in the European Theater of Operations, and his outstanding record as Adjutant General of Mississippi, Pat Wilson was a remarkable leader of men.

It is the expectation of those who fund it that this scholarship will aid college students to develop such leadership qualities as he displayed.  

It will be administered by the Scholarship Committee of East Central Community College within the restrictions set by the founding Committee which are:

1. Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship award.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship awards.

2. Recipients are to be selected annually be the College Scholarship Committee from students who have attained sophomore standing, a 3.0 grade point average, and who have a demonstrated need for financial assistance.

3. To retain the scholarship for a second semester a student will be required to maintain a minimum of a 2.5 grade point average on the 4.0 system.

4. The award each year will be made on Awards Day so that due recognition may be given the recipient. 
LUCILLE WOOD SCHOLARSHIP – This scholarship was established in May of 2006 by former basketball, volleyball, and tennis players of Miss Lucille Wood.  A native of Louisville, MS, Lucille Wood was the youngest of five children to attend East Central and graduated in 1951.  She received the BS and MA degrees from USM.  After teaching and coaching at Copiah-Lincoln Junior College for three years, this outstanding coach and instructor began her career at East Central in 1956.  She is now the longest tenured instructor in any of Mississippi’s two-year colleges.

Miss Wood was a pioneer in establishing intercollegiate women’s basketball in Mississippi and in implementing Title IX.  She coached both club teams and varsity teams from 1956 until 1985.  Her volleyball team won a state championship, and her basketball teams were successful at the state and regional levels.  Several individuals were state champions in tennis.  She also served the NJCAA as Region XXIII (MS/LA) Director.  Her work with the NJCAA and success as a coach resulted in her receiving the NJCAA Service Award in 1992, the only Mississippian to be so honored.  She was also selected to the NJCAA Women’s Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2004.  She is also a member of the East Central Community College Athletic Hall of Fame.

Miss Wood’s dedication to all East Central students is an indication of her commitment to excellence in academics and to the importance of being a well-rounded student.  She sponsored many extra-curricular activities such as May Day, intramurals, talent shows, Awards Day, and the Student Education Association.  Her successes in the academic area were recognized by her selection as the HEADWAE Outstanding Faculty Member; a Lamplighter Excellence in Teaching recipient; the Humanities Teacher of the Year; Instructor of the Year for East Central; a winner of Delta Kappa Gamma Xi Chapter’s Red Rose Award; one of the Mississippi Women’s Conference Power of One Award Winners; and the state winner of Blue Cross/Blue Shield Ageless Hero for Love of Learning.

This outstanding coach and instructor has served as speaker for the dedication of the Burton Library and Walter Arno Vincent Administration Building and was the key-note speaker for the Convocation celebrating the 75th Anniversary of East Central Community College.  She was also instrumental in raising funds and working to establish Sullivan Park and the Memorabilia Room in Burton Library.  Further service to her alma mater includes serving as president of the Alumni Association for two different terms.  Further indication of her dedication to East Central is shown by the naming of the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building in honor of her and Coach Denver Brackeen.  Upon entering that building, the historical display that she researched and had prepared demonstrates her interest in the total concept of athletics at East Central.
Policies and criteria for the Lucille Wood Scholarship are as follows:

1. Be a graduate of a high school in the five-county district;

2. Be enrolled as a full-time academic student;

3. Have completed two semesters of college work (26 hours) in any major;

4. Have a 3.0 G.P.A. on college work;

5. Follow a curriculum as outlined in the college catalog;

6. Have high moral and ethical character;

7. Extra-curricular activities will be considered; and
8. Be a returning female sophomore.

The ECCC Scholarship Committee will select the scholarship recipient.  The scholarship will be presented at the spring Awards Day.

All funds contributed will be placed in the endowment with only the interest expended each year for the scholarship award.  Only the interest earned on the endowment corpus for this scholarship fund shall be used for the scholarship award.  No part of the endowment corpus shall be used for the scholarship award. 
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