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Spring Spree 2009, Blaylock, Johnson Chosen HEADWAE Honorees
coming soon
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Music instructor Vicki Blaylock of Newton and sophomore
engineering major Daniel Johnson of Union will represent East
Central Community College
in Decatur at a program that
recognizes outstanding faculty
members and students.
The
annual
HEADWAE
(Higher Education Appreciation
Day - Working Toward Academic
Excellence) observance is scheduled Thursday, Feb. 26, 2009, in
Jackson. Activities begin at the

State Capitol and conclude
with
an
awards
luncheon at
the Marriott
Hotel.
H E A D WAE was established in
1988 by state
lawmakers
as a means
of recognizing outstanding
faculty

blaylock

members and
students representing the
state’s public
and private
institutions of
higher learning. As lieutenant governor,
Phil
Bryant chairs
the
prestigious event.
Blaylock,
who
serves
as
vocal/cho-

ral music instructor, began her
employment at ECCC in August 2000. In addition to teaching, she serves as director of
the Ac’cents, the College’s show
choir and the Concert Choir.
She was honored in 2003 as a
“Lamplighter,” an annual program that recognizes the state’s
outstanding community and junior college instructors.
Prior to joining the ECCC
staff, Blaylock was music instructor for grades K-12 for the

johnson

See HEADWAE, PAGE 6

Wade, Ealy selected Mr., Miss ECCC
versity and major in secondary education.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Kristina Ealy

Forest sophomores Matthew Wade and
Kristina Ealy were selected Mr. and Miss
East Central Community College in Decatur for 2008-09 following the recent campus
election.

Matthew Wade

special to the tom-tom

Spring Spree 2009 is set for the week of April 27. The week will
include a variety of events including the highly-anticipated relay
games being on April 30. Students are encouraged to begin forming
teams for this annual Warrior event. Taking part in a sack race during the relay games of Spring Spree 2008 are Aaron Mann and Dru
Anderson. Don’t miss out on the fun.

Tragedy strikes
ECCC campus
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Tragedy struck on the campus of East Central Community
College on the day classes dismissed for the Christmas holidays with the death of the third
student this school year. Freshman Landon Burt of Newton
drowned in the College’s pond
while filming an inspirational
video.
The
drowning
occurred
around 3:30 p.m. Friday, Dec.
19, 2008. Responders from the
Decatur and Newton County
area were first on scene and began the search for Burt. Three
dive teams and 13 agencies
from across the region responded and assisted with the search
which lasted approximately
four hours. Authorities reported the cool temperatures of the
water – an approximate 46 degrees – and the attire Burt wore
contributed to the drowning.
Burt was at the pond with two
other young men at the time
of the incident, where both attempted to save Burt but were
unsuccessful.
Funeral service visitation was
held for Burt on Sunday evening
following the tragedy at Webb
Funeral Home in Newton. An
approximate 1,000 people paid
their respects to Burt and his
family. Funeral services were
held Dec. 22, 2008 at First Baptist Church in Newton.
“Landon Burt was an outstanding young man,” Scott
Vaughn, director the ECCC’s
Baptist Student Union said.
“He was a very mature Christian for his age. He was an obvious leader amongst his peers
even though many considered
him to have a quiet nature.
Though Landon was not a loud
boisterous kind of person, he

always took
advantage of
opportunities
to meet needs
of
people,
speak truth
about God’s
word, testify
of what Jesus
Christ meant
to him, and
encourage
fellow
students to follow Christ.
burt
He had a tremendous sense
of humor and a creative mind.
“He loved the Baptist Student
Union at EC and the mission to
reach students on campus for
Christ. Student after student
has confessed to me about how
Landon had encouraged them,
invited them to BSU or church,
or witnessed to them during the
fall semester. Landon would
have obviously been one of our
student leaders in BSU for the
2009-2010 school year. He was
already acting as a leader by
trying to produce the video clips
that would help promote BSU
to other students. He believed
The Lord could use the video
clips to reach others. He gave
his life trying to make the videos because of that belief.”
Burt was a graduate of Newton County Academy, where
he was the salutatorian of his
graduating class. He was NCA’s
STAR student after making a
27 on the ACT. He planned to
attend Mississippi State University and major in optometry.
Burt was active in athletics in
high school, where he lettered
in baseball, basketball and golf.
He was a Mississippi Private

See BURT, PAGE 6

Wade, son of Chuck and Kathy Wade of
Forest, is a graduate of Forest High School,
where he was selected Most School Spirit
and Best Personality.
He is on the Warrior Tennis Team and is
a recipient of the ACT, Leadership, Tennis
and Mable Moore Carr scholarships.
His hobbies include playing tennis and
golf.
Wade describes himself as “laid back and
easy going.”
While at ECCC, Wade said he has learned
to be himself.
“I love the small atmosphere and being
able to walk across campus and see some-

Representing East Central Community
College as Mr. and Miss ECCC are Forest
sophomores Matthew Wade and Kristina
Ealy.
one I know.”
Wade said he will miss the friends he
made while at ECCC, the most.
He plans to attend Mississippi State Uni-

Ealy is a honor graduate of Forest High
School, where she was the recipient of the
Best Citizen Award. Her parents are Willie
and Alexander Ealy of Forest.
She is a member of the Wall O’ Sound
Marching Band and Warrior Corps. She is
the recipient of academic achievement and
band scholarships. Ealy enjoys shopping,
dancing and bowling.
She describes herself as “a very outgoing
and intelligent person.” Ealy said she enjoys
the campus activities most about ECCC.
“East Central is a great place to start your
college career,” she said.
During her time at ECCC, Ealy said she
has learned how to be responsible.
“I will miss all the great friends and staff I
have met here at EC the most,” she said.
Ealy plans to attend the University of
Southern Mississippi and major in elementary education.

East Central Gets Wireless, Adds Hotspots
By Shaun Cooper
Staff Writer

Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi) first hit the
scene in 1991 in the Netherlands. Since
those few years ago, to say the arrival of
Wi-Fi has changed our world would be an
understatement. Wi-Fi has completely altered the way society connects with one
another and exchanges information. Here
at East Central Community College, the
administration is working hard to bring
the latest developments in the wireless and
communication spectrum to students. Director of Technology Management, David
Case, discussed the development of modern
technology at EC during an interview with
The Tom-Tom.
I
am
interested
in
knowing
what hot spots are available on
campus for students with lap-

tops or Wi-Fi enabled devices?
Right now essentially all of Tucker Hall has
coverage. Also, the lobby and grill areas
in the Smith Student Union have wireless
access. Those are the two “official” locations. There are other wireless locations on
campus, but right now Tucker and Smith
are the buildings really designed for openstudent access.
What has East Central been doing to broaden the range and availability of wireless Internet across
campus? Do you believe if there will
ever be campus-wide Wi-Fi coverage?
Absolutely, the entire campus will have WiFi coverage at some point. The next facility
in line is the Burton Library. Timeframe
is hard to be firm about due to the community college system dealing with budget cuts
coming down from state government. That
doesn’t mean progress is stopped, it does

mean we have to sometimes look for alternative-funding sources and re-think some
things in that vein. For instance, we were
able to use some outside monies to complete
the Wi-Fi project in Tucker Hall. We really
want the library with good, solid-wireless
coverage before the Fall 2009 term begins.
We’ve re-doubled pursuing grant opportunities to speed things along if possible. And
there have been state budget downturns before, so they are not permanent. The goal is
full inside/outside campus Wi-Fi coverage,
it is a high priority goal, and we will get
there.
With the further decrease in the
community college budget, how
is the college preparing to continue to improve the wireless infrastructure while staying on budget?
The answer is frankly fluid. We have to

See WIFI, PAGE 6

Economy
makes
impact
at ECCC

By Kayla Hampton
& Dexter McDonald
Staff Writers

Special to the tom-tom

The EC Players will present their spring musical selection, ‘Footloose,’ at 7 p.m. each night Tuesday,
March 31 and Thursday through Saturday, April 2-4, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium. Matinee
performances are scheduled for 9 a.m. Tuesday, March 31, Wednesday, April 1, and Friday, April 3; and
2 p.m. Sunday, April 5. Cast members and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) Anna
Laurie Ezelle, Union; Jana Johnson, Morton; Becky Culpepper, Scott Central; Nicole Franklin, Philadelphia; Casey Rowzee, Newton County Academy; Drew Harrison, Newton County; Holly Webb, Forest;
Colton Amis, Newton County; Ayla Smith of Decatur, Mississippi School for the Arts; Naomi Massey,
Sebastopol; and Sherry Farmer of Hickory, Camp Shelby Challenge Program; (second row, from left)
Bailey Brown, East Rankin Academy; Amanda Hampton, Nanih Waiya; Lacy McMurry, Edinburg; Amber
Madison, Neshoba Central; McLain Mullins, Faith Christian School; Emilee Lanier, Newton County; Kylie
Rigdon, Union; Ashley Dumas, Newton County; Leslie Graham, Forest; Lacey Gilmore, Newton County;
and Lance Goodin, Nanih Waiya; and (back row, from left) Michael Sanford, Leake Academy; Tiffany
Thomas, Winston Academy; Anna Fulton, Nanih Waiya; Jared Mullins, Faith Christian School; Aaron
Mann, Carthage; Justin Traylor, Florence; Aaron Morrison, Newton County Academy; Tiffany Spence,
Newton County; and Edgar Alvarez and Cody Walters, both of Forest. Joan Grimes serves as director.

The economy in today’s society is in very bad shape. The
down fall in the economy is affecting the society in many different ways. College students
face more problems every day
because of job lay-offs and the
rise and fall in gas prices. People are losing their jobs and
businesses are closing.
The economy has also hit
close to home for some EC students and East Central Community College as a whole,
with recent budget cuts mandated by the state. Many college students are experiencing
hardship when dealing with
job lay-offs. Some parents of
students have recently lost
their jobs and have to rely on
unemployment payments while

See ECONOMY, PAGE 6
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Graham seeks students’
success in life with teaching

strike a pose

The Tom-Tom

strike a pose

By Shardae Foley
STAFF WRITER

A widely-known teacher
around East Central Community College is Martha Graham.
She has been a psychology
teacher at EC for the past eight
years. She works part-time at
EC and said she enjoys her job
with the utmost of respect and
dedication to help the younger
adults succeed in life. Graham
takes great initiative in teaching her students the value of
getting a good education. She
also said she hopes the knowledge she has bestowed upon
her students would further
them into a four- year institution. She is very benevolent
when it comes to her students
in taking their thoughts and
considerations about certain
thing regardless if it is related
to school or not.

Graham’s Quick Facts

Born in and reared: Jackson
Residence: Decatur for the
past 50 years
Passion for teaching: I
always wanted to interact with
students.
Reasons for teaching: I
like being able to watch my
students grow into mature and
confident adults
Advice for students: I
advise students to get a broader
education in every subject.
Don’t get behind because it
would seem impossible to catch
back up in their studies.
Family life: I have five sons,
six grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. My sons’ are
Jay, Jeff, Joul, Jud and Josh
Graham. She married Johnny
Graham of Decatur. I am a

graham
member of Decatur Methodist
Church.
Pros of being a teacher:
It is very important for me to
watch young people grow.
Cons of being a teacher:
Tbeing able to change the harsh
image that students face.
Things that you would
change: I would change my
commute and have it more
productive in having books with
tapes.
When did you decide to
teach at EC: When I was a
freshman in college.
College alma mater: I
attended Mississippi State University. I have my Masters in
English and Psychology. I also
have a degree in Counseling
Education and as a Landscape
Designer.
When will you retire: When
I am asked to.

Alison Walker
FRESHMAN • louisville

1. What is your favorite Jolly Rancher? Green Apple
2. Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Susan Fox Smith
3. What do you enjoy most about EC? Getting to hang out with
new people!
4. Do you have a favorite color? Pink
5. What is your favorite season? Summer
6. Are your nails painted? No
7. What is your natural hair color? Brown
8. When is the last time you washed your car? Last week, some
time
9. Where is your favorite place to eat? Applebee’s
10. What channel is your TV on most of the time? Disney
11. Do you have a pet? A puppy
12. Do you always carry a purse? Yes, always!
13. Where could you be found on the weekends? In town or at a
football game!
14. What is your major? Liberal Arts
15. Do you have any bad habits? Not that I know of.

Brittany smith
sophomore • galilee

1. What kind of cell phone do you have? Sony Ericsson
2. Who are you close to in your family? My older brother
3. What is your favorite kind of ice cream? Butter Pecan
4. Do you have a favorite place to eat? Taco Bell
5. What was the last thing you bought yourself? A drink
6. What is your favorite color? Lime green
7. When was the last time you went to the movies? Christmas
Break
8. How many times a day do you brush your teeth? Twice a
day
9. Have you ever played Guitar Hero? Yes, I love that game!
10. What is your favorite drink? Mountain Dew
11. Do you enjoy going to East Central? Sometimes
12. Do you have unlimited text messaging on your phone? I
sure do
13. Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Sue Ford
14. What class have you enjoyed the most? Psychology
15. What time did you go to bed last night? 11 p.m.
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ECCC Gospel Choir Visits Potter’s House Church: Members
of the Gospel Choir from East
Central Community College in
Decatur recently visited the Potter’s House Church in Dallas.
The Potter’s House is one of
the largest non-denominational
churches in Dallas boasting
more than 30,000 members. The
church was founded in 1996. In
just more than seven years, The
Potter’s House grew from 50
families. Life coach and author
the Rev. T.D. Jakes is the pastor. The choir is sponsored by
Brenda K. Johnson.

special to the tom-tom

ECCC BSU’s Hot Chocolate Giveaway: Braving the cold, East
Central Community College Baptist Student Union leaders provided
hot chocolate to the student body recently on the Decatur campus.
BSU Assistant Director Cassidy Crenshaw prepares the warm treat
for freshman Emmanuel Taylor of Blakely, Ga.

clubs briefly
Warrior cheerleaders
hold fundraiser

special to the tom-tom

The SkillsUSA members for 2008-09 have been announced for East Central Community College. The club is a national organization serving members enrolled in training programs in technical, skilled and service occupations, which prepares workers by providing educational
experiences for students in leadership, teamwork, citizenship and character development. SkillsUSA members include: (front row, from left)
Clancy Scarborough of Louisville, Chaz Brunschon of Sebastopol, Evan Pinson of Little Rock, Zack Reed of Forest, Josh Steele of Philadelphia, Patrick Walton of Lauderdale, Bruce Manning of Noxapater and Ben Walton of Lauderdale; (second row, from left) Austin Vernon
of Louisville, Chester Whittle of Philadelphia, Lannis Windham of Sebastopol, Richard Mosby of Decatur, Eric Boone of Forest, Lavell
McDonald of Newton, Kris Holmes of Louisville, Dustin Davis and Kurt Tolbert, both of Philadelphia; (back row, from left) Joseph Downing
of Philadelphia, Sylvester Carter of Walnut Grove, Clint Sloan of Louisville, Jesse Holloway of Decatur, Doug Harrison of Morton, Jason Cacote of Natchez, Chris Morgan of Lawrence, Ricky Rickles of Philadelphia and Kenny Drury of Noxapater. Club sponsors are Lynn Selman
and Sherri Cliburn. For more information about SkillsUSA, contact the club sponsors Selman and Cliburn at 601-635-6291 or 601-635-6427
or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222 ext. 291 or 427, respectively.

The ECCC Cheerleaders are
selling boxes of breaded chicken tenders for $20. The boxes
are 10 pound boxes of individually breaded and frozen chicken strips. The grocery store
value of this amount of chicken
is approximately $50. All proceeds will go towards the cost
of the cheerleader’s trip to the
NCA National Cheerleading
Collegiate Nationals in Florida,
April 8-12. If you would like
to order chicken please e-mail
Huellen Watson at huellen@
yahoo.com.

ECEC invites students
to participate
in recycling

The East Central Environmental Club would like to get
everyone involved in their local
recycling program. If you are
not already recycling your aluminum cans please drop them
off at the east end of Cross Hall
(the science building). The club
removes the pull tabs and donates them to “Ronald McDonald Houses” and sells the cans
to pay for trips and projects.
They are also now recycling
plastic and would like to get
clean, crushed bottles. Bring
them to the same place.
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Warrior Viewpoints
Ask Dr. Phil

from the editor

Students should do their part to assist cost cuts Campus projects, future

W

ith a population surging beyond
300 million, the United States is
one of the leading nations in total
energy consumption. As a nation, our immense energy usage and production have
significantly affected the pollution of our
air and water as well as the destruction
of natural resources to keep up with the
demands of our energy needs. Even as our
government works tirelessly to invent and
implement new forms of renewable energy
sources such as nuclear, solar and wind
energies, the pace at which these technologies are becoming readily available to
power our nation’s cities is not moving fast
enough to sustain the changes that are
needed at this moment in time. It has become increasingly clear to analysts in the
past few years that the American people
must take it upon themselves to cut back
on their personal energy consumption to
help reduce our collective negative impact
on the environment.
While there are some high-cost solutions
to becoming an eco-friendly home such as
installing solar panels to power the home
and replacing all energy inefficient appliances immediately, there are many economical steps that can be taken to save
money and be eco-conscious. For example, by just turning down the thermostat
on the refrigerator to around 37 degrees
and 3 degrees for the freezer, there could
be a significant energy cut because refrigeration for the normal home composes
about 20 percent of energy use. Another
way to cut back is by washing clothes in
warm or cold water and not the hot water
setting. Using the hot water setting takes
more energy from the water heater than
either the warm or cold water washes and
does not get the clothes that much cleaner.
If there are some reservations about washing in only cold water, do not be alarmed
because there are laundry detergents specially formulated for cold-water washes.
For those who wash dishes with a dish-

washer, the best remedy to cut back is to
simply hand wash dishes. However, if
hand washing is not an option, make sure
that the dishwasher is completely full before running, and turn off the heat drying
cycle and manually dry them. Another
high-energy usage appliance is the trusted
water heater. The fact is that most water heaters are set around 140 degrees,
but who takes a bath in water that hot?
Experts suggest turning the thermostat
down to 120 degrees because research
has shown that for every 10-degree reduction, some 600 lbs of CO2 are saved per
year. Also, by investing in a $20 insulating jacket for the water heather, one save
further on CO2 emissions and water heating costs. Further, to save on hot water,
investing about $20 on low flow showerheads can save about 300 lbs of CO2 per
year for electric water heathers and 80 lbs
for gas water heaters.
One of the major ways individuals can
conserve on energy and cut back on bills is
to save on heating and cooling costs. The
first thing to do here is to seal all windows
and doors in order to keep drafts to a minimum. Caulking and sealing materials for
doors and windows is relatively inexpensive and can be found at a wide range of
stores. Once that is completed, during the
winter months, try lowering the thermostat to a comfortable temperature that can
be sustained all day long or just turn off
when the home is empty. Individuals can
even take the idea further and invest in
small energy-efficient heaters to use only
in occupied rooms to save from heating
the entire home – including empty rooms.
During the summer, occupants can set the
thermostat to a comfortable 78 degrees,
close blinds to block out the sun and replacing dirty air conditioning filters that can
save around 5 percent on energy costs.
Another great way to cut back on energy
costs is to turn off the lights when individuals exit rooms. How often are lights or

TV on in a room that no one is lounging
in? To further save on energy costs, consumers are encouraged to switch to compact fluorescent bulbs as old incandescent
bulbs blow because fluorescent bulbs generally run on a fraction of the energy of a
regular bulb. In fact, only 10 percent of an
incandescent bulb is used for light while
the rest is emitted as lost heat. Consumers can contact their utility companies for
what is often referred to as a “home energy
audit” to find ways to make the home more
energy efficient.
In addition to saving costs around the
home, consumers can greatly cut back on
the need for fuel by cutting back on how
often they drive their vehicles. When it is
possible, consumers should attempt walking, biking, car-pooling or using public
transport to get to their destinations. Not
only does this save on the amount of gasoline necessary to run the automobile, it
can save money that would normally have
to be lost in the gas tank. Also, a factor to
keep in mind when buying a new car is to
choose a car that gets the best gas mileage
for the price range that can be afforded.
While these are not all the ways that
an individual can cut back on energy usage (just searching online can generate
a wide variety of suggestions), these are
some of the easiest to implement into daily
routines. If we all make tiny changes in
the way we use the resources available to
us, they may last longer and we could see
more money in our pockets instead of going
to the utility companies. By cutting back
we can make a difference in the quality of
life that we live. Such a movement by the
masses would be poignant enough to catch
the attention of lawmakers nationwide,
thus creating the pressure to give consumers more options for living better lives for
themselves and our environment.
—Shaun Cooper
Opinions Editor

other views

Choosing On-campus or Off-campus Living
F

or those who stay on campus it can
be both positive and negative. It can
be a wonderful experience for those
who want to go out and experience life
on their own. If you ever need a place to
run when everyone is getting to you and
you just want to be to yourself, you can
always go to your dorm. It is very convenient for those who have early or late
classes so they won’t have to be in a big
rush going to and from class. The negative part is you still have rules and a curfew. It can make you feel like you are at
home with your mom and dad. Curfew is
at twelve and you have to be in the dorm
at two o’clock in the morning. Living on
campus does have its perks.
For those who decide to live off campus
there can also be a positive and nega-

tive side to it. They can come and go as
they please, and they don’t have to deal
with the drama of the dorm life with females who still believe they are still in
high school. The negative side would be
if you stay three hours away they would
have to leave their houses early enough
to be on time for that first class. Most students who stay off campus thinks that it’s
easier but I know many of students who
dropped out of school because they could
never make it on time for their classes.
I asked a few students who stay on and
off campus what do they think about their
choice.
Freshmen Chardonna Adams of Forest,
said, ”I thought that staying on campus
would be a smooth get away for me, but it
just reminds me of high school.”
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Freshmen Randall Hudson from Forest said, “Living on campus is not what I
thought it would be like. I just feel like I’m
at home, chilling with my classmates.”
Sophomore Willie Nelson from Forest,
said, “Being able to go to my own place
to talk as loud as I want to and play my
music as loud as I want to bring me great
joy and I wouldn’t trade it.”
Freshmen Courtney Harris from Forest
said, “I tried the dorm life my first year
and I would rather be at home than to
deal with the drama of the females who
stay in the dorms.”
All-in-all, the dorm life can only is what
you make of it.
—Veronica Smith,
Staff Writer

pages of the past

A look back at Warrior
life from years past
By Kylie Rigdon
Editor

February 1949:

4EC to go on air weekly to

discuss different departments
on Philadelphia’s WHOC
4EC enrolls first co-ed in
vocational education, Jean
Flemming, a drafting student,
of Clarksdale.

February 1959

4Fred Barfoot is the first

name released for Hall of
Fame.
4700 seniors will be on
campus for Senior Day festivities to be held on March 11.
4ECJC will host the men’s
basketball tournament.
4First girl in EC history—
Nancy Hembree—wins the
Freshmen Mathematical
Achievement Award.

February 1969

4Phi Theta Kappa initiates

20 new members.
4Richard Ethrigde selected
to read a paper to the Mississippi Historical Society, which
will meet at the University of
Southern Mississippi on March
20-22.
4Vocational-Technical and
Agriculture building completed, set to open in March of
1969.

February 1979:

4ECJC girls win the JUCO

basketball state title.
4Evelyn Pierce of Newton
wins ECJC Beauty Pageant.
4EC to host seniors from
the college’s district counties
during the week of March
5-9. Monday, Winston county;
Tuesday, Newton county;
Wednesday, Leake county;
Thursday, Scott county; Friday, Neshoba county

February 1989:

4Matt Alford of Forest and

Penny Crawford of Philadelphia were named Mr. and Miss
EC.
4EC reports enrollment
record in spring semester with
1,187 students.
4ECCC installs lights at
baseball field in preparation of
night games.
4Hall Fulton, computer science instructor, attends George
Bush inauguration held in
Washington, D.C.

February 1999:

4Ricky Harrison, drafting

and design instructor, and Neil
Hansford of Newton County
are named HEADWEA instructor and student of the year.
4Music department receives five new pianos as part
of loan program.

goals, budget shortfalls
By SHAUN COOPER
Staff Writer

The turning of a new
year always highlights
the opportunity each of
us possesses to make positive changes in our lives.
Keeping that in mind, what
advice do you have for
students as they prepare
to start a new year in their
educational pursuits? This
is the first day of the rest of the
semester. Use it to get on track
and do not get behind during
the time remaining. As I have
stated in previous submissions,
dr. phil a. sutphin
“keep your eye on the big rocks.”
Last semester students were thrilled to learn about
the plans to build a new science lab on campus. When
can individuals expect to see the beginning of construction on the new building, and how will the construction
affect traffic on campus? We are still operating on the same
time-line. Construction documents should be available at any
time and the project should be put on the street for bids. Actual
construction should occur this summer with minimal traffic issues next year.
As our nation heads into economic uncertainty, governments have responded by cutting back on spending in
efforts to adapt to the growing economic concern which
was evidenced when Mississippi cut funding to community colleges by 2 percent. In the December 2008 issue
of The Warrior, you mentioned raising tuition $150 to
a grand total of $850 per semester to help adapt to the
mandated budget cuts. If this raise in tuition is certain,
when can students expect to see the increase, and how
will this affect the distribution and allotment of campusbased scholarships? The governor has imposed an additional
3 percent cut for a total reduction in revenue of 5 percent for the
current year. We are currently developing our plans to deal with
this reduction in revenue and no firm actions have been put on
the agenda for the next Board meeting. We do not anticipate a
tuition increase for the current year; however, one may be required for the fall of 2009.
In the previous issue of The Tom-Tom, students were
introduced to the security modifications that will be
taking affect on campus and the reaction seems to be
generally positive. When can students expect to see this
change? Interviews will take place this semester for a chief and
four officers who will assume their responsibilities in July. We
will continue the current security officers through June.
In May, many students will be graduating, leaving their
homes and continuing their educational goals at colleges
all over this vast nation. What advice do you have for
students making that transition from home life to living
on their own in often unfamiliar surroundings?
Always make the most out of every opportunity that presents
itself. Keep your eye on your goals but be willing to adapt to
changing situations that might take you in unexpected directions.

SHARE
YOUR
THOUGHTS,
IDEAS
WITH US!
If you would like
to submit a letter to the
editor, question for
Dr. Phil or a guest column,
please e-mail them
to godom@eccc.edu or bring
them to the lower level of Huff
Auditorium Rm. 47.
The Tom-Tom is
the voice of the Warriors!
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theater take

The Unborn, Pan’s Labyrinth, Sweeney Todd in review
The Unborn

The first horror movie of the
year, rated PG-13, hit theaters
Jan. 9. Starting off it shows the
main character, Casey Beldon
(played by Odette Yustman),
out for a morning jog. She
stops briefly when she finds a
blue glove laying in the middle
of the road, getting the feeling
that someone is watching her,
she turns around to find a boy,
who is missing a glove, staring
at her. She then turns back to
start her run again finding a
dog in front of her wearing a
human faced mask. The dog
runs off into the woods and
she follows finding the mask
on the ground. She proceeds
to pick up the mask and finds
that it is hung on something so
she begins to dig. As she clears
away the dirt and leaves, she
finds a glass case holding a still
born child. As she looks closer
at it the baby inside opens its
eyes. The scene changes to
where Casey is babysitting
her neighbors young son and
baby, who are suppose to be
asleep. Casey is on the phone
with her best friend, Romy,
talking about the dreams that
she has been plagued with.
Suddenly she hears a voice
on the baby monitor that says
“Jumby wants to be born now.”
She runs up stairs and checks
on the children she finds the
son holding a mirror over the
baby’s face. After telling the
boy to stop and go back to bed,
he hits Casey with the mirror.
After being hit, Casey’s eyes
start to change color and she
learns from her father that she
had a twin brother who died
in the womb. Casey begins to
think that the spirit that has
been haunting her is the spirit
of her dead twin brother. After
finding this out she decides
to go out with her friends and
boyfriend. She starts to hallucinate and she sees the boy and
her mother for the first time
after her death.
Casey begins to then search
the records that had been sent
to her father after her mother’s
death in a mental hospital.
She comes across a newspaper
clipping about the survivors
of the Holocust that has a
name underlined. She calls
the hospital and has a meeting
set up with the woman named
Sofi Kozma. Later on into
the movie she finds out that
Sofi is her grandmother. Sofi
begins to tell Casey the story
of the dybbuk, an evil spirit
that refuses to leave the living
world and inhabits the body of
a person. She explains that the
boy Casey has been seeing in
her dreams is her grandfather,
who is Sofi’s twin brother who
was killed in Nazi experiments
by a doctor, who was obsessed
with twins, in Auschwitz when
they were just children. Her
brother was brought back to
life by a dybbuk, using his
body as a portal into the living
world. Sofi kills her brother
to stop it, and now it haunts
her family for revenge. Sofi
tells Casey to seek out a book
called The Book of Mirrors and
the Rabbi Sendak, who can
perform a Jewish exorcism to
remove the dybbuk. She also
tells her to smash all of the
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mirrors, burn them and then
bury the remaining pieces,
since mirrors are believed to be
portals into the world. Windchimes tell when the dybbuk
is near. Strange things start
to happen as the dybbuk kills
Sofi and then Romy. When it
comes time for the exorcism to
be performed, things start to
go awry as the dybbuk tries to
stop the Rabbi from completing
the ritual. Many are killed and
others are wounded, including
Casey’s boyfriend, who later
dies with Casey by his side.
Mourning him Casey soon finds
out that she is pregnant from
him with twins herself.
I really liked this movie, but
it was too tame to be a horror movie. The end could have
been a little better but, very
good to my movie standards.
Other than that I would give it
a six out of ten.
—Hannah McCloud,
Staff Writer

Pan’s Labyrinth (El Laberinto del Fauno) 2006

Starring Ivana Baquero
as Ofelia/ Princess Moanna,
Maribel Verdú as Mercedes,
Sergi López as Captain Vidal,
Ariadna Gil as Carmen, Alex
Angulo as Doctor Ferreiro,
Doug Jones as the Faun/Pale
Man, Pan’s Labyrinth brings
together a cast of actors not
well known in the U.S., but
who produced a wonderful
masterpiece set during the
Spanish Civil War. Included in
several different genres; mostly
being drama, fantasy, foreign,
horror and suspense/thriller,
this movie captivates several
audiences. Parents be warned
though, this movie is rated “R”
and for good reasons. Writer/
director Guillermo del Toro
(director of Blade II and Hell
Boy) created a gothic fairy tale
full of graphic violence that
is known to be controversial.
Another key factor to the movie
that English speaking viewers need to watch out for is the
movie is written and spoken in
del Toro’s native language of
Spanish (no translations to any
other language available, but it
does come in English subtitles).
And for those who search movies looking for awards the movie has won or been nominated
for, Pan’s Labyrinth has a
large list including: six Academy Awards: Best Art Direction,
Best Makeup, Best Cinematography, Best Foreign Language
Film, Best Original Score, Best
Original Screenplay; Best
Foreign Film –Academy Award
Nomination; BAFTA awards
for Best Film Not in English,
Costume Design, and Makeup
and Hair; 2007 Saturn Awards
accolades for Best International Film and Best Performance
by a Younger Actor for Ivana
Baquero; Nominated- Golden
Palm; 2006 Cannes Film Festival; Nominated Best Cinematography and Best Feature;
and 2007 Independent Spirit
Awards; with many critic
reviews loving every bit of the
movie. A. O. Scott of The New
York Times says “A swift and
accessible entertainment, blunt
in its power and exquisite in
its effects.” And Lou Lumenick
of the New York Post claims

“Nothing this year comes close
to being as utterly unforgettable as Guillermo del Toro’s
Pan’s Labyrinth, an extremely
dark and disturbing fairy tale
for audiences say, ages 12 and
up.”
Pan’s Labyrinth is called a
masterpiece, mixing known
fairytales with a dark gothic
taste. Ivana Baquero (Ofelia) stars as a young girl with
a torn family who still believes…in fairies. The movie
opens with Ofelia and her
very pregnant mother, Carmen (Ariadna Gil), traveling to
meet Carmen’s new husband,
Ofelia’s stepfather. Ofelia’s
first encounter with Captain
Vidal (Sergi López), a tyrannical military officer, shows
that he is strong though not
very pleasant, which he proves
throughout the entire movie.
Ofelia’s only reprieves are her
books and a kind yet fearful housekeeper, Mercedes
(Maribel Verdú). Ofelia’s first
glace at the labyrinth happens
moments after her arrival.
Ofelia is drawn to it, sensing
that something lurks within
its depths calling to her. After
finding the heart of the labyrinth she meets the Faun who
informs her that she is the
Princess Moanna. The Faun
informs Ofelia that he can take
her back to her true mother
and father, to her kingdom,
if only she passes three extremely challenging tasks to
prove that her soul is still pure
and that she has not become
a mortal. Can Ofelia find the
path between Good and Evil
and still find her way back to
her throne?

—Stephanie Lunsford,
Staff Writer

Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street

A gothic thriller for the
ages, well unless you are very
mature. Johnny Depp is casted
as Benjamin Barker, a young
barber, who was sent away to
prison, for fiften years on false
charges by the Judge Turpin.
He returns to London, after
changing his name to Sweeney
Todd, with a young sailor, Anthony. Todd walks on to Fleet
Street to Ms. Lovett’s meat pie
shop and learns what happened to his wife and daughter. She takes him upstairs
and uncovering a box containing his straight edged razors
from under the floorboards.
During this time, Anthony is
roaming the streets of London
and spies a young teenage girl
staring out of a window, whom
he finds out is the lovely Johanna. He starts to fall in love
with her and is asked to enter
the house by Judge Turpin.
After finding out the truth of
Anthony’s love for Johanna,
Judge Turpin kicks Anthony
out of the house by the use of
his associate, Beadle Bamford.
At that moment, Anthony vows
to take Johanna away.
Meanwhile, Todd and Ms.
Lovett head into the marketplace, where they find a young
boy selling a so called “magical
elixir” by Adolf Pirelli. After
denouncing that the elixir was
a fraud, Todd challenges Pirelli

to a public shaving contest, in
which Todd humiliates Pirelli.
Later, Pirelli and the young
boy, Toby, visit Todd’s shop.
While Ms. Lovett keeps Toby
downstairs, while in the shop
Pirelli reveals himself to be
Todd’s former assistant and
attempts to blackmail him.
Todd murders Pirelli to keep
his identity secret. Anthony returns to Judge Turpin’s house,
Johanna throws a key out the
window to him. He then returns to Todd’s palor and asks
if he can bring Johanna there
until he can arrange for a way
for them to leave London.
Later on, unknown to the
citizens of Fleet Street, murders start to happen and Ms.
Lovett’s meat-pie business
starts to boom. Toby, now
working for Ms. Lovett, starts
to have his certain suspisions.
He promises to Ms.Lovett that
he would protect her and she
returns the same promise to
him before she locks him in
the bakehouse, that is located
in the basement. Through out
the movie, a disfigured beggar
woman, who has been bothering Todd and Ms. Lovett,
makes her way into the shop.
As Todd re-enters the room,
she claims that she recongizes
him. At the moment, Turpin’s
voice is heard. Todd quick slits
the begger’s throat and sends
her body through the trap door.
Turpin enters the room, looking for Johanna, and Todd offers him a shave. Todd reveals
his true identity and stabs
Turpin in the neck numerous times before slitting his
throat and drops him through
the trap door. Johanna, who
is hiding in a trunk, peeks out
of it and Todd prepares to slit
her throat, not knowing that it
is her. A scream is heard from
Ms. Lovett in the basement.
Todd tells Johanna to forget
his face that she has never
seen him, before he hurries
down to the basement.
Viewing the corpses in the
lite of the fire, Todd discovers
that the begger woman is his
wife, Lucy, whom he had believed to be dead due to poisoning based on Ms. Lovett’s story.
He then realizes that she knew
that his wife, Lucy, was alive.
Forgiving her lies, Todd begins
to waltz maniacally with Ms.
Lovett around the bakehouse
before hurling her into the
open oven, where he watches
her burn to death. He drops
the razor he had been holding
and drops to the floor to cradle
Lucy’s dead body. Toby emerges from the sewer, picking up
the discarded razor, and slits
Todd’s throat. As Todd begins
to bleed over his dead wife,
Toby walks out of the room and
the screen fades to black.
The movie was very well
done, being based on the
original musical. But in my
opinion the ending was very
sad, finding out that Todd dies.
You would want him and Ms.
Lovett to live on together, since
she did reveal to him that she
did love him.

—Stephanie Lunsford,
Staff Writer

tech time

Facebook: Society’s
Guilty Pleasure
By Shaun Cooper
Staff Writer

Facebook has become the
new social addiction of modern
society because of developer
Mark Zuckerberg’s dedication
to connecting people from all
over the world and reconnecting them with those nearby
and from the past. I am 100
percent positive that every
person at East Central has
heard of Facebook in some
context or is a member to the
site. In fact, East Central now
boasts its very own fan page
on the popular networking site
that has expanded to having
over 175 million members
worldwide! For a site that was
developed in 2005, the growth
in popularity among people of
all ages has been enormous! In
2008, Facebook was valued at
a whopping $3.2 billion dollars and has secured a steady
partnership with the computer
giant, Microsoft.
I dare say that Facebook
has revolutionized the way
in which people connect with
others, spend their time, and
work. With the creation of the
news feed feature, Facebook
has made it possible to stay
up-to-date on the actions of
friends. Status updates, new
friendships, shattered relationships, and photo uploads
fill the home screen of all
Facebook users with current
information on friends and
their lives. If a user is feeling
chatty, one merely has to start
up the new online now chat
capability or send a quick message to any person to strike up
a conversation. Groups, much
like clubs and civic organizations, make it possible for
members to become friends
with others that share the
same interests or beliefs.
For any avid user, Facebook
is synonymous with an inevitable time warp. I know from
personal experience that just
logging into the site is guaranteed to take at least an hour
from homework or any other
form of productivity. After
much reflection, I realized that
users spend so much time on
Facebook because we are just
plain nosey! That’s how way
Facebook hooks people; the
company depends on a human’s innate nosiness. Think
about it. When a person signs
on, they immediately check
the news feed for news on the
social lives of friends. As they
scan across the page, they
find that the power couple has
called it quits and checks both
profiles for signs that point
to the reason for the breakup. After much searching,
the person leaves a comment
of encouragement and reads
over what everyone else has
had to say about the seemingly
world-shattering situation.
While they are on one page,
a notification pops up about
a new friend request and the
attention is focused on another
clock-ticking cycle. Before all

is said and done, the person
has probably changed their
status several times, checked
numerous wall-to-walls, left a
comment or two, and scanned
through countless photo albums. The entire process only
becomes more time-consuming
as the person becomes even
more socially active with
groups, fan pages, and any of
the applications that spice up
any profile.
Facebook has revolutionized
the way that society connects
with one another by allowing a
digital friendship, independent
of distance, to spark between
all walks of life. The growing
popularity of the social networking site is only evidenced
by the numerous websites that
have spawned that focus solely
on managing one’s time on the
site and easing the addiction
that makes unparalleled time
lapses in our lives. One of the
most intuitive articles I have
come across details the “9 types
of Facebook friends.” The full
article can be found at Sfgate.
com, but I have listed a few of
my favorite below. Enjoy!
“Extreme Makeover, Facebook edition: She was the ugly
duckling from high school that
is now working as a personal
trainer. He’s the guy who
got shoved in the locker in
elementary school, and recently shaved his unibrow and
went to a few Tony Robbins
seminars. Now they’re going
through the yearbook, friending everyone from A to Z, just
to show how much you blew it.
The Facebook snob: Treats
Facebook like the cool kids’ table in junior high. Only allows
close confidants and/or goodlooking people in the circle and
refuses to friend everyone else.
If this person wanted to be
honest, he or she would have a
picture of Lindsay Lohan from
“Mean Girls” as a profile photo.
The TMI: Most people on
Facebook update their profile
every few days or weeks. This
Facebooker feels the need to
tell the world every tiny detail
of his seemingly pointless life:
John Doe is tired of working
... John Doe is going to the
grocery store to get some kiwis
... John Doe just cleaned the
bathroom. On to the kitchen!
The friend addict: This is
the Facebook equivalent of
one of those crazy ladies who
gets declared a public nuisance
because she has too many cats
in her home. Even though this
Facebooker only knows 47
people, he/she managed to accumulate 786 friends - mostly
by going through other people’s
profiles and friending perfect
strangers.
The Facebook superfan:
The ultimate follower, this
friend clogs your newsfeed
with multiple daily updates
about his bandwagon jumping:
John Doe became a fan of Lil’
Wayne! ... John Doe became a
fan of Watchmen! ... John Doe
became a fan of Captain C.B.
“Sully” Sullenberger!”

from the shelf

Reader Gives Insight on Joni, The Purity Principle, Connected By Faith
JONI

The book Joni is an auto-biography
of Joni Eareckson. The book is about
her life after a diving accident. She
writes about the things that she went
through while she was in the hospital
and during her recovery process. She
includes how she fought depression
and the changes that occurred after
her accident. She writes that God is
the only way that she managed to get
through all the things that happened
in her life.
I think this book is an awesome
book. It represents some of the struggles that even the average teenager
goes through on an everyday basis.
She wrote about things that if people

read and see beyond the words on the
page it can be of great help to those
who read this book.
Tiffany Lowery, Staff Writer

THE PURITY PRINCIPLE

The Purity Principle is written by
Randy Alcorn. While the book is small
it has the impact of a book triple its
size. If you were to judge this book by
its cover like people so often do, you
would never pick it up to look through
it much less read it. Just as the book’s
title implies the book is about the
purity principle, which is, according
to Randy Alcorn, “always smart and
impurity is always stupid.”
This book includes subjects some
would not feel comfortable talking

about. While it gives the author’s opinion on many topics dealing with purity,
more importantly it tells the reader
what God thinks about purity and to
go about being pure and holy.
I think this book should be read by
any and all people, no matter their
ages. I think perhaps we should stop
judging books by their cover and start
reading what is encased within them.
Tiffany Lowery, Staff Writer

CONNECTED BY FAITH

Connected by Faith is written by
Carolyn K. Divinity. It is a biography
of her grandmother, Pinkie Idella
Dixion-Burks. Yes, if you have taken
Maxine Mckee’s Sociology class you
have read this book, which is one

reason why I chose this book. When
you pick this book up at the book store,
your first thought might have been
do I really have to read this. In my
opinion, it’s a classic case of judging
a book by its cover. After you open
the cover and begin to read the words
printed within the cover you begin to
see another time and what seems like
another era. But aside from that, if
you pay attention, you will see a deep
love and respect for family and what it
can mean to not only others but to the
author and perhaps yourself as well.
I enjoyed this book because of the
loyalty I could see to the author’s
family. I could see this is a family who
loved each other. No matter what hard
times they went through they were

there for each other and in my opinion
that is what family is for. Through
thick and thin, family is still family. And if we are not careful, we let
things come between us and too late,
we realize we have run out of time to
fix the problem. Mrs. Divinity it seems
did not face that problem. Her family
loved each no matter what and did not
let the pettiness of life come between
them. This is the biggest thing which
in the end drew me to this book.
However in the end I could not put it
down. All I ask is that you give the
book a chance. Even if you are not in
Mrs. Mckee’s class you should read the
book. I believe you will be pleasantly
surprised.
Tiffany Lowery,Staff Writer
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extraordinary student

From Malaysia to Mississippi
By ANNA WHITE
Staff Writer

bobo

Bobo to
Present
Concert
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOM

The Music Department of
East Central Community College will present faculty member Len D. Bobo in a piano
recital Wednesday, March 4,
2009, at 1 p.m. in the Vickers
Fine Arts Center auditorium
on the Decatur campus. The
program is free and open to the
public. Bobo will perform selections by noted composers Fredrick Chopin, George Gershwin
and others. He will conclude
his performance with a medley
of Broadway tunes. For more
information contact the ECCC
Music Department, 601-6352111 or call toll free, 877-4623222, ext. 228.

burt

From Page 1
School All-Star in basketball
and an All-District selection in
baseball. He was also an active
member of the youth group at
First Baptist Church in Newton.
Burt, 18, was the son of Bryan
and Mary Burt and the brother
of David Burt.

Jacqueline Flores Pionan, 19, traveling all the way from Sabah, Malaysia,
a country in Southeast Asia, began her
first semester at EC this spring. As a
foreign exchange student, she is a freshman at East Central, and she is majoring in liberal arts, hoping one day to
pursue a career in the field of architecture. Leaving behind her father, a business man, her mother, an entrepreneur,
and her two brothers and one sister, she
hopes to earn her associate’s degree at
East Central, then move on to a major
university and finish her education.
Although Pionan has grown up on the
other side of the world, she is merely an
average college student just like rest of
the EC student body. She said she enjoys sports such as soccer, basketball,
snowboarding, and surfing. Soccer is
her favorite sport, and since coming to
America, she has learned that people in
Malaysia have much better soccer skills
than Americans. Pionan has snowboarded in Switzerland and surfed in Indo-

nesia, which is much more exotic than
the typical field or court most students
at EC are accustomed to. She said she
would like to ride a four wheeler in the
woods while in Mississippi, which would
be considered somewhat exotic.
Pionan said she enjoys food, American
and Asian. Her favorite place to eat on
campus is The Grill, along with many
other students at EC. Although Pionan
is a fairly petite girl, she calls herself a
“big eater.”
Like many students at East Central,
she is all about comfort, sporting her
hoodie and Chuck Taylor’s.
Any girl would also be interested in the
population of males when venturing to a
new school. Pionan shared her thoughts
on the guys at EC saying, “I suggest they
pull their pants up.” Pionan is sure to fit
in at EC!
Pionan said she came to East Central
because she had a much better chance
of getting an education in America compared to her homeland in Malaysia because the business and industry is better
in this area of the world. Although she
has been here for a short period of time,
Pionan has grown fond of EC. She says,

“The people here are really nice. People
don’t say “Hi” in Malaysia, but people
down here are very warm and nice.”
Pionan said she likes the environment at East Central. She compares her
teachers at EC to the ones in Malaysia
by telling how the teachers here lecture
and speak consistently, while teachers
in Malaysia prefer to write many notes
on the board. She also finds the campus
quite spacious compared to schools in
Malaysia. She said that schools in Malaysia are compact and she appreciates
the campus at EC because it is more
spacious. Pionan said she is enjoying her
stay at East Central and hopes to make
the most of it.
Pionan is content at her current location, but she misses a few aspects of her
home as would any other student who
has traveled across the world. Ironically, she finds the weather in Mississippi
to be quite cold compared to the yearround tropical climate of Malaysia. Most
of all, she said she misses her family.
She plans to return home for a visit in
the summer and return to East Central
in the fall.

ECCC Conducting Annual Athletic Fundraising Effort
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Encouraging attendance at
athletic events and providing
funds to improve facilities and
upgrade equipment are the focus of the annual fundraising
campaign under way at East
Central Community College in
Decatur.
The effort is being led by The
Warrior Club, an organization
that provides financial support
to the College’s athletic teams,
which include football, women
and men’s soccer, women and
men’s basketball, baseball,
fast-pitch softball and women
and men’s tennis.
In a letter addressed to current and prospective members,
Warrior Club president Brenda
Chaney of Little Rock, said contributions to the organization
“have made a difference” in
what the College is able to pro-

Finishing the Work

vide for its student-athletes.
“The contributions received
over the years have been vital
to the success of our athletic
program and we very much appreciate the support,” Chaney
said. “Even though we have
made much progress, we still
need other improvements in our
facilities and additional athletic materials and supplies.”
Approximately $6,700 has
been raised since the campaign
began in January 2009, according to Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director for foundation
and alumni relations. Hollingsworth said the Warrior Club
has collected almost $760,000
since its inception in 1989.
A “wish list” from each sports
area totaling approximately
$338,000 is included in a brochure with the letter.
At the top of the list is a request for $20,000 to help pay
expenses for teams qualifying

for post-season play. The 200708 women’s basketball team
won the Region 23 Tournament
and participated in the NJCAA
Women’s Basketball Championship held in Salina, Kansas.
Needs in the baseball area include renovation of the backstop
($5,000), covering of existing
bleachers ($10,000) and installation of restrooms ($20,000)
for a total of $35,000.
In basketball, the lone request is for new bleachers and
chair back seats estimated to
cost $70,000.
The College’s football program lists $11,000 of improvements, including chair back
seats for season ticket holders ($5,000), stadium skirt
($1,000) and sideline Astroturf
($5,000).
Items needed for the golf
program include shirts/slacks/
shorts ($960), rain suits ($960),
bags ($900), 24 dozen golf balls

In honor of Burt’s memory,
the BSU has made a motto from
his initials to follow. Landon
Brian Burt, L.B.B., stands for
“Led By Belief,” Vaughn said.
A fundraising drive has been
established in efforts to create
an endowed scholarship for
the BSU in honor of Burt. The
fundraiser includes the sale
of T-shirts. The message on
the shirt - “Led By Belief” - is
meant to serve as a memory of
the life that Landon lived as
well as the legacy he has left.
Shirts are $15 each. Those interested in making a donation
for the scholarship or purchasing a shirt should contact David
Burt at 601-553-2252, 601-6461861, 601-616-0288 or Vaughn
at 601-635-2481.

economy
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they search to find another
job.
Due to the economy, Gov.
Haley Barbour has asked
schools to cut their budgets by
5 percent. Colleges cutting five
percent on their already slim
budget makes it hard for the
colleges in Mississippi to not
raise tuition prices in order to
accomplish the goal each institution is trying to obtain.
East Central Community

pionan

($864), three dozen gloves
($600) and pullovers ($600), for
a total of $5,244.
New buildings for dressing
rooms top the list of needs for
the soccer program and are estimated to cost $100,000. Also
needed are lights for the game
pitch ($30,000), irrigation system ($25,000), expansion and
covering of stadium seating
($15,000) and a practice pitch
($5,000).
Suggested improvements for
the softball program include
locker room and storage facility ($6,000), irrigation system
($2,500) and decks around the
outfield fence ($5,000) for a total of $13,500.
Needs for the tennis program include a drinking fountain ($200), restrooms ($5,000),
storage building ($1,500), practice wall ($1,000) and bleachers
($500) for total of $8,200.
Also on the list are major

athletic facility and equipment
needs, which include renovation
of the Brackeen-Wood Physical
Education Complex to include
additional seating and chair
back seating ($900,000); a new
field house ($2,500,000); new
tennis courts ($500,000); and
an athletic track ($180,000).
Warrior Club membership
runs on a calendar year basis and includes the following
levels of support: Super Chief
($1,000), Chief ($500), Super
Brave ($250), Brave ($100),
Young Brave ($50) and Papoose
($25).
Contributions are tax deductable when made payable to the
East Central Community College Foundation, Inc.
For more information contact
the Office of Foundation and
Alumni Relations, 601-6352111 or call toll free, 877-4623222, ext. 327. The e-mail address is sholling@eccc.edu.

special to the tom-tom

East Central Community College’s Division of Healthcare Education
recently added NOELLE, a birthing mannequin simulator, and her
newborn, HAL, to their simulation skills lab with the proceeds from a
grant awarded by Johnson and Johnson’s Promise of Nursing initiative. Grant writers for the project were Paula Russum, MSN, RN,
and Nan Anderson, MSN, RN, both members of the ECCC associate degree nursing faculty. Training on East Central Community
College’s new birthing mannequin simulator are instructors (from
left) Kristie Pilgrim, surgical technology; Katrina Bryant, emergency
medical technology; Noel Palmer, associate degree nursing (adjunct); and Theresa Cole, practical nursing. For more information on
the College’s health-related programs, contact Betsy Mann, Dean of
Healthcare Education, at 601-635-6294 or toll free 1-877-462-3222,
ext. 294. The e-mail address is bmann@eccc.edu.

College Baptist Student Union
(BSU) took a major cut back to
save money. They will now only
serve lunch twice a month, every first and second Wednesday. College students and faculty commuting or working
have felt the effects the fluctuating gas prices. Some days
prices are high, some days it
decreases, but never a set low
price, therefore increases the
burden on commuters.
The U.S. is in major debt and
the economy is now suffering.
Americans are finally noticing the drastic changes occurring around them. American
families are becoming more

WIFI
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watch what is happening in the statefunding apparatus. We have to pursue outside funding opportunities like
grants. We have to re-prioritize. We
have to find efficiencies to maybe shift
resources. Example: the new “Sky
Drive” being released to students within the next week will allow students to
save research to personal web space –
freeing up the need to print hardcopies
in some of our labs. This savings can
go towards new technologies.
With wireless Internet found

conservative and frugal when
it comes to spending money.
Many families have suffered
the loss of jobs or are in threat
of losing their job soon. Even
college students are losing jobs
and with limited financial aid,
many students struggle to pay
for school and other expenses. Hopefully with President
Obama now in office, he can deliver on his promises and help
the American people get out of
this recession. Unless, something changes in the nearby
future, the economy is going to
get a whole lot worse before it
gets better.

in many buildings on campus, why does the library not
have
wireless
availability?
The answer on the library is that it is
an area frequented not only by staff
and students but also to a large degree
by the public. This creates a need for
wireless security above and beyond
some other locations on campus, i.e.
the need to authenticate, check for viruses, check for service packs as a user
is logging on. We now have the infrastructure in place to help us do some
of this automatically, this we are ready
to proceed with the library project as
funds allow access points to be installed.

HEADWAE
From Page 1

Newton Public School District. She is also a former piano instructor at Winona Public Schools.
She has more than 26 years experience as a music
educator.
Blaylock is a member of First Baptist Church in
Newton, where she is a member of the adult choir
and serves as instrumental accompanist.
She also holds membership in several professional organizations, including the American
Choral Directors’ Association and the Mississippi
Music Educators’ Association.
A graduate of Eupora High School, Blaylock received a Bachelor of Music Education degree from
Delta State University and a Master of Music degree from Mississippi College. She is also certified
in Level 1 Kodaly instruction.
She is married to Ronnie Blaylock, District Market Manager for Wal-Mart. They have two chil-

While this does not pertain
to wireless coverage on campus, why do students have to
change their usernames and
passwords to access campus
computers
relatively
often?
Students do not have to change their
logins to access on campus Windows
computers. The login username is the
student ID, and the password is the
PIN. Now --- if the PIN is changed
within My Info, the password for Windows changes to match it. The only
time the PIN is required to be changed
is on very first login (when it is by default the six digit date of birth) for security and strength-of-password reasons.

dren, Clanton, 21, and Anna-Rose, 17.
Johnson is a President’s List scholar with a perfect 4.0 average.
He is a member of the Warrior Golf Team; Theta
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international
honor society for two-year colleges; Alpha Alpha
Epsilon, “The Engineers”; and Mu Alpha Theta,
an organization for students interested in mathematics.
He has received several scholarships and awards,
including the ECCC Presidential Scholarship, EC
Scholars Scholarship, S. Lebrun Hutchison Engineering Award, Mississippi Auto Manufacturing
Association Scholarship, Dr. Shelby Harris Memorial Scholarship and the Freshman Mathematics Award.
Johnson was most recently named to Who’s Who
Among Students in American Junior Colleges.
He is a graduate of Union High School and the
son of Burl and Denise Johnson of Union.

In addition to upgrades in our Wi-Fi
infrastructure, East Central is working close with Microsoft to bring a new
e-mail address to students using the
new @warriors.eccc.edu domain at no
cost to students. The creation of this
permanent new e-mail address provides a means for students to stay connected even once leaving East Central.
Below are some quick facts about the
new domain and some of the features
it boasts.
The e-mail account provides a robust 10 GB inbox capacity can be accessed using the webmail, Microsoft’s
Outlook, or mobile phone.
Along with a large inbox, the service

provides a new “Sky Drive” similar to
Yahoo!’s Briefcase that provides 5 GB
of storage that can be accessed at any
Internet-enabled computer. This virtually eliminates the need for constant
printing of copies of papers to take
home, since all the information can be
stored here and opened at any time.
The service also provides a page
similar to the widely-popular Facebook, which allows students to create
a personal profile, upload pictures,
write blogs and etc. Students can also
take advantage of an instant-messaging system to connect with friends on
the new domain.
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Johnson Selected Academic Instructor of the Year
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Becoming a teacher was not something Joe Johnson, East Central Community College’s Academic Instructor
of the Year, intended to happen.
“Almost everyone in my family taught school,” said Johnson, “and
during high school I decided I would
NEVER do that for a living! But, when
I started looking for a job after graduate school, the only jobs out there were
teaching jobs.
“I took a teaching job with the idea
that it would just be temporary, and
over 30 years later here I am getting
ready to retire. Remember the movie
Mr. Holland’s Opus (the story of a composer who takes a ‘temporary’ job as a
music teacher)? It did not take me long
to see that teaching really is a rewarding profession after I saw so many of
my students taking a liking to biology.”
Johnson began his career at East
Central in 1990 as an adjunct instructor and took a full time position in
2001. He currently serves as Chairman of the Science Division and teaches general biology and zoology.
In regard to his selection as Instructor of the Year, Johnson said, “What
an honor! There are so many great
instructors here at EC that I was surprised when Dr. (Phil) Sutphin called
to let me know about the decision. I
just hope that my instruction is that
good.”

Among Johnson’s career influences
are Ruth Ethridge, who was his senior
Literature teacher at West Lauderdale High School, and Dr. J. William
Cliburn, one of his favorite instructors
at the University of Southern Mississippi.
“Mrs. Ethridge and her husband
traveled extensively and she told stories in class that made me feel like I
had actually been to those places. I believe that is why I tell so many stories
in class-and why I get so far behind!
Dr. Cliburn kept us on field trips and
taught so much field biology that I now
love to get students outside learning to
appreciate a world that so many people never see.”
Johnson said he enjoys “getting to
share his knowledge and enthusiasm
for learning with the next generation.”
But is he ever discouraged?
“Only about 15 times a day!” he said.
“So many students do not seem to realize what an opportunity that they have
in getting to go to college. So many
students just want to ‘get by’ and don’t
seem to think that learning is exciting.
But, I really get encouraged when just
one student seems to get excited about
learning.”
For those considering a career in
education, Johnson said, “If you like
young people and you are enthusiastic
about learning then go for it! If not, you
might not be happy with education.
With the changing economic times
teaching has become an attractive job

with competitive salaries and great retirement. I am firmly convinced that
teaching, even with its daily stresses,
keeps you young inside!
He has been honored many times as
an instructor including being named
STAR Teacher on four occasions, Tandy Teacher twice, Favorite Teacher at
Northwest Junior High School four
years in a row and Teacher of the Year
two times.
“Being chosen several times by both
students and faculty for teaching
awards really means a lot. It’s nice to
see that you are appreciated.”
Johnson said other highlights of his
career have been “all the many nice
cards, letters, and comments from former students who said that it was me
who inspired them to go into science
or medicine. Being the sponsor for The
East Central Environmental Club has
been one of the most fun things I have
ever done.”
Johnson and his wife, Robin, live in
the Suqualena community of Lauderdale County where he is a member of
the Suqualena Community Development Club and is a former Man of the
Year for Lauderdale County. He attends First Christian Church, where
he serves as Chairman of the Board
and Chairman of the Congregation.
His professional affiliations include
membership in the National Association of Biology Teachers, Association
of Southeastern Biologists, Mississippi
Science Teachers Association and Mis-

special to the tom-tom

Academic Instructor of the Year Joe Johnson teaches a Zoology laboratory class
about reptiles to students including, (front row, from left) Candise Johnson, Jordan
Gunn and Tyler Jones; and (second row) Jaqlene Robinson.
sissippi Association of Biology Teachers.
Johnson will be honored, along with
Career-Technical Instructor of the
Year Kristie Pilgrim, during an end-ofthe-year faculty dinner in May, where
he will also be recognized upon his retirement.
He said, “I am retiring this year
with mixed emotions. I am really look-

ing forward to having the time to do
the things that I do not have the time
to do while working full time. But, I
want the science instructors, all other
instructors, and the administration at
EC to know that they have made the
last several years wonderful. What a
great place to work; it is like a big family and I will miss it!”

Pilgrim Selected Career-Tech Instructor of the Year
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
“As long as I can remember I knew
that I was destined to teach,” said Kristie Pilgrim, East Central Community
College’s Career-Technical Instructor
of the Year. “Even as a young child I
would read to my dolls and conduct
classroom lessons on a chalkboard.”
Pilgrim is currently in her eighth
year as an instructor in the College’s
Surgical Technology program. During the first semester of each year she
teaches Surgical Anatomy and Principles of Surgical Techniques. During
the second and third semesters, she
team-teaches with instructor and program director LeAnn Shirley courses
in Basic and Related Surgical Procedures, Specialized Surgical Procedures
and Advanced Surgical Procedures.    
Prior to joining the ECCC staff, she
was employed in the Labor and Delivery and Surgery Departments at Rush
Foundation Hospital in Meridian. She
has also held positions at Rush Medical Group and Southern Healthcare
Agency at University of Mississippi
Medical Center.
How did she feel upon hearing of her
selection?
“I am extremely humbled and gracious,” she said. “I know that I would
not be where I am today without good
mentors.”
Pilgrim says her career influences
began in high school with several of
the instructors that she now has the
privilege of calling co-workers.

“Various deans and directors along
the way have positively influenced
my teaching. I think the best advice I
ever received was ‘remember to teach
the student and not just the curriculum.’ I still believe in this to this day
because each student is different when
it comes to learning. I always try new
and different methods because of this.
I believe you have to make learning
fun for the students so that you grasp
their attention.
“Also, working with skilled doctors
and surgical technicians have impacted my skills and therefore help me to
be able to share these techniques with
my students.”
A highlight of Pilgrim’s career was
when she worked at University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson.
“I had the privilege of working with
a Pediatric General Surgeon that had
performed several operations on me as
a child,” she said. “One day after we
had completed a surgery, he looked at
me and said, ‘Well, I guess we have
come full circle now.’ I just smiled and
said, ‘Yes, we have!’”   
Pilgrim added that she would not
be where she is today without her colleague and best friend LeAnn Shirley.
“She has always been there to answer questions, show me direction and
offer wonderful advice these past eight
years. I cannot begin to describe how
much I have learned from her and her
mentorship. I am blessed to be able
to work with someone who shares my
values and teaching techniques and
encourages me daily.

“I honestly feel that is why our program is so successful. I believe the
students benefit because we are very
similar in lecture, content delivery,
demonstrating skills and because we
get along so well both in and out of the
classroom.
Pilgrim said teaching is very rewarding and that the best part is being able
to share her knowledge and love of
Surgical Technology with students in a
way that they may become successful
individuals in the healthcare field.
“It brings me great satisfaction to
know I have the capability to help
someone attain and accomplish a career in the healthcare field. It is fulfilling to observe a student’s face as
they learn and master a new skill or
task that I have taught them and even
more fulfilling to see a student go into
the field and be very successful.”
One such rewarding experience is
that of a 50 year-old student who was
the first person in her family to graduate with a college degree.
“Even though it was a challenging
year for her,” said Pilgrim, “I will always remember the excitement she
and her family expressed, and the
smiles on their faces as she received
her pin in the pinning ceremony that
year!”
Pilgrim said she is discouraged when
she thinks about the constant budget
cuts that are being made to the community colleges.
“I think education at any level is very
important. Because I teach a careertechnical field, I see these cuts impact-

special to the tom-tom

Career-Tech Instructor of the Year Kristie Pilgrim (at right) demonstrates to Traquitae Parker (far left) and Magan Lancaster (middle) how to attach a suction tubing
and cord to the drapes during a surgical procedure.
ing our workforce because perhaps we
will eventually not have enough money
to buy all of the learning materials we
need to train students.”  
Pilgrim has been selected for Who’s
Who Among America’s Teachers and
has been a member of the Association of Surgical Technologists for eight
years.
She has participated in the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life for

two years and is a member of the choir
at Neshoba Baptist Church in Union.
She and her husband, Todd, are
the parents of two-and-a-half-yearold twins, Macie Caraline and Mason
Thomas. The family resides in Union.
Pilgrim will be honored, along with
Academic Instructor of the Year Joe
Johnson, during an end-of-the-year
faculty dinner in May.

Sutphin, Elliott Elected to Commission on Colleges
SPECIAL TO THE Tom-TOM
Community College presidents Dr. Phil Sutphin of East
Central and Dr. Scott Elliott of
Meridian were recently elected
to the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools’ (SACS)
Commission on Colleges, announced Dr. Belle Wheelan,
SACS president.
Sutphin and Elliott were
elected to the 77-member
Commission by the College
Delegate Assembly during the
SACS’ annual meeting in San
Antonio, in December.

special to The Tom-Tom

Alton Foreman (right) recently retired following 27.5 years of service
in the maintenance department at East Central Community College.
Foreman, a groundskeeper whose duties also included driving buses for the College’s athletic teams, began his employment in 1981.
The Little Rock resident is shown receiving a check from ECCC
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin during a retirement reception held
January 23, 2009 in the Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria.
Funds were provided through contributions from College personnel.

sutphin

Headquartered in Decatur,
Ga., SACS is responsible for
setting standards on regional
accreditation and periodically
evaluating compliance of those
standards for its member institutions, which number about
800 across the Southwestern and Southeastern United
States.
As commissioners, Sutphin
and Elliott will help to formulate policies on regional accreditation, conduct reviews
on any significant membership
dues or fees changes, and forward proposed modifications

on accreditation standards to
SACS’ member institutions.
Both Sutphin and Elliott
said they were “honored” to
have been elected to the Commission and would do their
best to represent not only the
best interests of Mississippi
colleges and universities, both
all SACS’ member institutions.
Sutphin and Elliott are
scheduled to participate in a
new commissioner orientation
in Atlanta in May as their first
official duty.

We want Your News!
E-mail information about your recent achievements,
club/organization news, etc.
to godom@eccc.edu.
Send photos with identification if possible.
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Boyd Retires Following 28-Year Career
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Ever since she was a small child,
Debbie Boyd knew she wanted to be a
teacher.
“When I ‘played school’ with my sister, I was always the teacher,” Boyd
recalled. “I’ve always wanted a career
in education.”
She said her career decision was also
influenced by her first-grade teacher
and ninth-grade algebra instructor.
Boyd said it’s hard to believe that
the career she dreamt of as a child is
coming to an end. She is retiring this
month after serving twenty-eight-anda-half years in education, most recently
at East Central Community College.
“I cannot believe that I’ve been
teaching so long!” exclaimed Boyd,
who joined the ECCC English faculty
in 2003 following 22 years as an instructor in the Meridian Public School
System. She is also a former adjunct
instructor at the Meridian branch of

Mississippi State University and Meridian Community College.
“Although I’m sad about leaving
EC,” she continued, “I think change is
good. Since my first year of teaching,
I’ve had a poster that states that it is
only through change that we grow. I’ve
enjoyed the changes in my profession
through the years.”
One of the most notable changes in
the teaching profession is the use of
computers in the classroom.
“I use the computer more to teach
now than I did when I first began,”
Boyd said. “Being able to use word processors and later computers has been a
substantial improvement over the use
of a typewriter. By using a computer
and by being able to save documents
on a hard drive or a jump drive, students can utilize flexibility and ease in
writing.”
Although technology has brought
about change in the classroom, Boyd
said the most effective way to reach

students
is with the
personal approach.
“An
instructor
must
let
students
know that
he or she is
willing
to
help them
learn and
improve
themselves,
especially
in writing,”
she
said.
boyd
“It is also important to remind students that instructors write,
revise and rewrite, too!”
Boyd noted along with changes, there
have also been challenges throughout
her career.

“One of the biggest challenges is balancing the paper load with everything
else,” she said. “There never seems to
be enough time to grade all those papers!”
She said another challenge “is the
planning involved in getting all the
necessary information and materials
into a semester.”
Although the “paper load” for teachers is not likely to change anytime
soon, Boyd said one change she would
like to see in education is more financial support for the state’s community
and junior colleges.
“I would like to see more state funding and fewer budget cuts from the
Mississippi State Legislature in order
for community colleges to be able to
update facilities and classroom equipment, especially in the area of technology,” she said.
Boyd, whose teaching honors include her selection as a “Lamplighter,”
an award recognizing the state’s out-

standing community and junior college
instructors, said it’s possible she will
resume teaching after a little vacation
time.
“I’ll be moving to Pensacola to enjoy
the sun and sand,” she said with a big
smile. “My husband (Dock Boyd) and I
have been in the transition of moving
from Meridian to Pensacola for about
two-and-a-half years. He’s been working there as funeral director at Faith
Chapel Funeral Home since June 2006,
and we bought a house last December.
However, I’m a goal-oriented person,
so I’m sure that after a few months
of rest and relaxation, I’ll be working
again.”
A graduate of North Pike High
School in Summit, Boyd holds an associate of arts from Southwest Mississippi Community College, a bachelor
of arts from the University of Southern Mississippi, and a master of arts
and educational specialist degree from
Mississippi State University.

Uzzle Chosen English Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Samantha D. Uzzle of Warner
Robins, Ga., has joined the English
faculty at East Central Community College in Decatur, announced
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president.
Uzzle, who began her new duties
Uzzle on Jan. 8, 2009, served since 2005
as an English instructor at Mid-

dle Georgia Technical College in
Warner Robins, where she taught
classroom and online courses. She
also taught developmental courses, which will be one of her major
teaching areas at East Central.
She is also a former English instructor at Opp (Ala.) High School,
where she was employed from
1999-2005 and taught standard
and advanced English.
In addition, Uzzle has experi-

ence in developing a Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) for Middle
Georgia regarding the college’s
requirement for affirmation of accreditation with the Commission
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
A graduate of Marengo Academy in Linden Ala., Uzzle received
bachelor and master’s degrees in
language arts education from Troy
State University. While a student

at Troy, she was a Chancellor’s
Award recipient and President’s
Honor Roll member. She was also
an officer in Sigma Tau Delta, an
international collegiate honor society for English students.
She is married to Shannon Uzzle, Southeast Regional GIS/Inventory Manager for the Campbell
Group in Meridian, and they have
two daughters, Chloe and Cecilia.
They reside in Bailey.

Boggan Scholarship Becomes Endowed
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm

The Iris Pellegrene Boggan
Scholarship was recently endowed at East Central Community College, announced Stacey
Hollingsworth, executive director for Foundation and Alumni
Relations.
The scholarship honors Mrs.

Boggan for her life-time commitment to healthcare. Mrs.
Boggan and her late husband,
Dr. A. P. Boggan, began a general practice clinic in 1954 in
Decatur, where they provided
for the healthcare needs of the
surrounding community for 50
years. Mrs. Boggan, a registered nurse, is a 1952 graduate

of the Mississippi Baptist Hospital School of Nursing.
“Mrs. Boggan has encouraged and mentored numerous
people into the field of nursing
through her professionalism,
compassion, and genuine interest in her fellow mankind,”
according to the scholarship
description.

To be considered for the
scholarship, which will be
awarded to ECCC students for
their sophomore year, recipients must be a pre-bachelor of
science in nursing or associate
degree nursing major, reside
in the five-county district and
have a 3.0 grade point average
as a freshman at ECCC.

Award recipients will be selected by the ECCC Scholarship Committee.
For more information, contact ECCC Student Services,
601-635-2111 or call toll free,
877-462-3222, ext. 205. The email address is jkillens@eccc.
edu.

‘Short’ Term Begins March 9 at ECCC
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm

Registration is under way for
the 2009 “Short” Term at East
Central Community College in
Decatur. Various academic and
career-technical courses are offered during the eight-week semester, which begins Tuesday,
March 9 and ends Tuesday,
May 5.
Academic courses include
Computer Applications 1, Eng-

lish Composition 1, American
History 1, Intermediate Algebra, College Algebra and Public
Speaking 1, offered Mondays
and Wednesdays; and English
Composition 1, Music Appreciation and General Psychology,
scheduled for Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Class times are
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Career-technical
classes
include Computer Programming
Technology
courses,

Operating Platforms, offered
from 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays; and Database Design Fundamentals, offered
from 2 to 5 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays; Electronic Technology course, Fundamentals
of Electronics, offered from
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesday; Drafting and Design Technology course, Principles of CAD, scheduled from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays (one-

hour lunch break); and Heating
and Air Conditioning Technology courses, Compression Refrigeration, offered from 8 a.m.
to noon on Fridays; and Tools
and Piping, scheduled from 1
to 5 p.m. Fridays.
Displaced workers qualify to
take courses on a two-for-one
rate.
For more information regarding academic courses contact the ECCC Office of Admis-

sions, Records and Research,
601-635-2111 or call toll free,
877-462-3222, ext. 206. The
e-mail address is dluke@eccc.
edu. Contact Career-Technical
Counselor Christi Gregory for
more information regarding
career-technical courses at
601-635-6214 or call toll-free,
877-462-3222, ext. 214. The email address is cgregory@eccc.
edu.

Cole Named
Practical
Nursing
Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Theresa Cole of Hickory has
joined the practical nursing
program at East Central Community College in Decatur, announced Dr. Phil A. Sutphin,
College president.
Cole, who
began
her
new duties on
Jan. 8, 2009,
served since
July 2007 as
instructor for
the College’s
Healthcare
Assistant
Program,
which
has
been discontinued.
Prior
to
joining
the
Cole
ECCC
staff,
Cole was employed by the
Woman’s Group of Meridian
since August 1999. She has
also held nursing positions at
Jeff Anderson Regional Medical Center in Meridian, Newton
Regional Hospital and Laurel
Wood Center in Meridian.
A graduate of Meridian High
School, Cole attended Tougaloo
College prior to earning an associate’s degree in nursing from
Meridian Community College.
She has also completed additional coursework in the medical field.
She is married to the Rev. Jason Cole, pastor of Mt. Moriah
M.B. Church in Newton. They
have two children, Jasmin and
Jason II.

ECCC Spring Enrollment Shows Increase
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm

Enrollment reached 2,462 students for
the 2009 spring term at East Central Community College in Decatur, an increase of
more than 200 students for the same period
last year, announced Donna Luke, Director
of Admissions, Records and Research.
Included in the total are 1,704 academic
students, 653 technical students and 105
students enrolled in career programs. Luke

noted 1,877 students are enrolled as fulltime students and 585 students are taking
courses on a part-time basis.
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin said
the enrollment increase reflects the current
economic condition and services offered by
the College.
“During a slow economy, community colleges tend to see increases in enrollment,”
said Dr. Sutphin. “Students generally realize the need for advanced skills and educa-

tion in a competitive job market such as the
one that exists today.”
The spring 2008 enrollment was 2,259
and included 1,604 academic students, 555
technical students and 100 students in career programs. Students enrolled on a fulltime basis totaled 1,762 and 497 were considered part-time students.
The East Central Community College
district includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton,
Scott and Winston counties.

Jacome-Cluff Joins Cosmetology Staff
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm
Carla Jacome-Cluff of Hickory was
recently selected as an additional cosmetology instructor at East Central
Community College, announced Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin, College president.
Jacome-Cluff, who began her new
duties on Jan. 8, 2009, has owned
and operated Carla’s Chop Shop in
Hickory for the past eight years. Her

work experience also includes serving as assistant director of dietary
services at East Mississippi State
Hospital in Meridian and customer
service/operations at BORO Restaurant in Newton.
She received the Associate Degree
in Liberal Arts from ECCC in 2000
and earned her cosmetology certificate from the College the same year.
She completed the cosmetology in-

structor certificate in 2004, also from
ECCC. Prior to moving to Mississippi, she earned coursework toward an
associate degree in nursing from the
University of Alaska.
She is married to Kelly Cluff, who
teaches computer network support
technology at the College. They have
two daughters, Emily, 14, and Katherine, 13, who both attend Newton
County Schools.

All ECCC students sign up
for our weekly lunch give-away!

Edna’s Kytchen
cluff

Hours:
Monday - Friday • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday • 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
56 E. Broad, Decatur (Located Behind Chevron)
601-635-2525
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Extraordinary teacher

Carson shares experience, insight
By Rachel Ramirez
Staff Writer

While attending East Central, I have
had the privilege to meet extraordinary
teachers, but there is one teacher in
particular that has stood out the most.
That teacher is the President of the
Junior and Community College Band
Association, the Band Director of the
Wall O’ Sound Marching Band, and
part of the rock band, the Collegians.
His name is Thomas W. Carson.
Carson is in his 27th year as the
director of bands at East Central
Community College. For his excellent teaching ethics, he has received
numerous awards. He was awarded
ECCC Academic Instructor of the Year
in 1991, HEADWAE Instructor of the
Year in 1995 and Humanities Instructor of the Year in 2001. He was also a

Lamplighter participant.
Under Carson’s leadership, a band
program has grown to boast 150 member marching band, concert band, jazz
band, percussion ensemble and the
Collegians. In 1998, the Wall O’ Sound
Marching Band was voted the top
community college band in the state,
according to a poll conducted by the
Clarion Ledger. For 18 consecutive
years, the Collegians have toured extensively, including concerts in New
York, Disney World, Washington D.C.,
the Bahamas, and the Summer Olympics in Atlanta.
While Carson is not teaching or conducting his bands, he is spending time
with his family, playing the guitar and
cooking. Yes, I said cooking. When
asked, “Do you really like to cook?” He
responded, “Yes, I do. Actually, I am
the chef at the house, because when I

was young my father worked all over
the world, therefore I had the opportunity to try different kinds of food and
learn how to make them.” Carson has
30 years of professional guitar playing
experience, including performances
with Tommy Newsome and Ed Shaunessey of the “Tonight Show.” He is
currently playing lead guitar in a local
band, “City Limits.”
He is married to the former Brenda
Branning of Philadelphia, who serves
as East Central’s financial aid director. They have three children: Chris,
Jennifer, and Jeremy.
Even though Carson is a busy man,
he can still be found cracking jokes
with students or on his fellow staff
members. He is a laid back guy, but
when it is time to get down to the knitty-gritty you can expect him to still be
the jolly teacher that he always is.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Chooses
Freshman Class
Favorites: The Freshman class favorites for
2008-09 have been
announced for East
Central Community
College, following a
recent student body
election. Those elected
and their respective high schools,
include: (front row,
from left) Kerri Cook
of Carthage, Anna
Fulton of Nanih Waiya
and Bailey Brown of
East Rankin Academy;
(back row, from left)
Lance Goodin of Nanih
Waiya, and Cody Ming
of Winston Academy.
Not pictured is Edgar
Alvarez of Forest.

Sweets, treats
bring delight
Cooking is one of the talents
that I take the most pride in
doing. Through the creation of
delicious dishes, I am able to express myself and challenge myself to strive for new heights. I
believe that any person can cook
a good meal, but it all starts with
following a good recipe. Below
are two of my absolute favorites
to make that are not terribly
hard or expensive to fix!

Sandies Pecan
and Caramel Cheesecake

This recipe is one of my favorites because it will satisfy any
sweet tooth! The blending of caramel with the whipped cream
and cookies is a divine sensation
to taste buds. My tip to makers
is to watch closely the baking
time of the cheesecake. Over
baking can make the filling at
the bottom tough to cut after it
has cooled. If it seems that the
cheesecake is browning before
the filling is done, just place
aluminum foil over the top as it
bakes to hinder further browning. Every time I make this at
family gatherings it is always a
hit. Enjoy!
Total Time: 3 hours 50 minutes
Ingredients:
1 cup Cookies Keebler Sandies
Pecan, chopped
1 Keebler Ready Crust Graham Large Pie Crust
¾ cup caramel ice cream topping, divided
1 package (8 oz) cream cheese,
softened
1 can (14 oz) sweetened condensed milk
1 egg
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 cups frozen non-dairy
whipped topping, thawed
¼ cup Cookies Keebler Sandies Pecan, crushed
Directions:
1. Place 1 cup chopped Keebler
Pecan Sandies cookies in Keebler Ready Crust. Drizzle with
½ cup of caramel ice cream top-

Thomas W.
Carson shows
off his talent
on the guitar
during a Collegians concert.
Carson has
directed the
Wall O’ Sound
Marching Band
for 27 years.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Chooses
Sophomore Class
Favorites: The Sophomore class favorites for
2008-09 have been announced for East Central Community College, following a recent
student body election.
Those elected include:
(front row, from left)
Becky Culpepper of
Scott Central, Kacy
Covert of West Lauderdale, Emily Thrash
of Sebastopol and
Calli Cumberland of
Newton County; (back
row, from left) Jack
Edmondson of Nanih
Waiya, McClain Mullins of Faith Christian
School and Aaron
Mann of Carthage.
Not pictured is Nathan
Chaney of Neshoba
Central.

By Shaun Cooper
Staff Writer

special to the
tom-tom

ping and set aside.
2. In small mixing bowl beat
cream cheese on medium speed
of electric mixer until fluffy.
Gradually beat in sweetened
condensed milk. Add egg, lemon
juice and vanilla. Beat until just
combined. Pour over cookies in
crust.
3. Bake at 300°F for 30 to 35
minutes or until almost set. Cool
on wire rack for 1 hour. Refrigerate at least 2 hours.
4. Spoon or pipe whipped topping on top. Drizzle with remaining ¼ cup ice cream topping.
Sprinkle with ¼ cup crushed
cookies. Store in refrigerator.

Ice Cream Cookie Dessert

This dessert is one of my favorite ones to make! It reminds
me of the Dairy Queen ice cream
cakes that I used to always have
for birthdays growing up. I encourage anyone making this to
be creative! Feel free to use the
ice cream flavor that strikes
one’s taste buds. I always end
up using a 16 oz. tub of whipped
topping because it’s my favorite
part of the dessert. Also, have
fun decorating this cold treat.
Experiment with sprinkles, candies or whatever looks good! Enjoy!
Preparation time: 15 minutes
plus freezing time
Ingredients:
1 package (18 oz) Oreo cookies, crushed, divided
¼ cup butter, melted
½ gallon vanilla ice cream,
softened
1 jar (16 oz) hot fudge ice
cream topping, warmed
1 carton (8 oz) frozen whipped
topping, thawed
Directions:
In a bowl, combine 3-3/4 cups
Oreo cookie crumbs and butter.
Press into a greased 13-in x 9-in
x 2-in dish. Spread with the vanilla ice cream; cover and freeze
until set.
Drizzle the fudge ice cream
topping over the ice cream; cover and freeze until set. Spread
with the whipped topping;
sprinkle with the remaining
Oreo crumbs. Cover dessert and
freeze for 2 hours or until firm.

THE STRENGTH TO HEAL

and focus on what matters most.
You entered nursing to make a difference. The U.S. Army can provide you with
ﬁnancial and educational beneﬁts to make that difference with our Soldiers —
with up to $120,000 for nursing school loans and the experience of working with
dedicated professionals and advanced technology.
To learn more about the U.S. Army Health Care Team, call Staff Sgt.
Joshua Waller at 877-354-4048, email joshua.waller@usarec.army.mil,
or visit healthcare.goarmy.com/info/nclp1.
©2009. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

Page 10

A Student Publication of East Central Community College

The Tom-Tom

Keeping Eyes on the Prize

Kylie Rigdon ﬁnds success through perseverance
BY BILL GRAHAM
The Union Appeal
Most people face challenges with fear and trepidation,
afraid to fail.
Kylie Rigdon isn’t most people.
It’s not so much that the
ECCC student has a schedule
that would swamp most folks
twice her age.
It’s her attitude- a combination of sheer desire to do her
best, matched with a willingness to learn from her mistakes-that sets her apart from
the average nineteen year old.
“I’m very, very involved,” she
says, sitting in the yearbook ofﬁce at EC. “Like...eight activities involved.”
Besides serving as editor of
the college’s newspaper, The
Tom Tom and the school’s annual, she is involved with the
Warrior Corps, EC’s student
recruiting organization.
Add to that list treasurer of
the Student Body Association,
member of Phi Theta Kappa,
the college’s honor society, not
to mention tennis player.

ON THE RECORD

“I wasn’t looking to do it,”
says Kylie of her role as editor
of The Tom-Tom.
She served as a staff writer,
then moved to the top of the
newspaper’s masthead when
then-editor Andy Anderson
graduated.

Her duties include writing
editorials, a task she relishes:
“I love it,” she says. “Opinions
are my favorite thing...I get to
say what I think about things,
and I don’t really get in trouble
for it. Too much.”

ONCE A YEAR

The conversation turns to her
role as editor of the college’s
yearbook.
“Ohhh, the annual,” she
groans.
“It’s a lot more work (than
the newspaper),” she says.
As a sophomore at Union High
School, she started working on
the UHS yearbook and served
as editor her senior year.
At EC last year she laid out
the book’s sports pages, now,
she’s head of the entire production.
“I have to do all the organization of the whole book,” she
says.
That includes assigning pages and deciding on themes.
Deadlines fall on the ﬁrst
Tuesday of the month, so the
week before, Kylie proofs each
page.
“To make sure everything’s
spelled right, the names are
right, nobody got left out...nobody’s on there too much....it
ﬂows, looks neat and organized,
like one person did it.”
She says that’s the hardest
part of the task is to make the
publication look like a cohesive
effort, not like a large group of

people worked on it.
Despite the sheer hours involved, Kylie says she enjoys
her role as the annual editor.
“I like being in a leadership
role,” she says. “I helps me
come out a little more. I used
to be really shy, introverted.
Since I’ve been at East Central,
I’ve become more extroverted.”

ON THE COURT

Kylie has been playing tennis since she was in the sixth
grade.
“I’m not that great,” she says
with a laugh.
“But it’s just something that
gets me outside...it’s actual
physical work.”
“The best part for me...I like
playing the net...being up close.
I like the games. I’m not much
for practice, but I love playing
matches.”
“I don’t like to always win,”
she continues.
“I like playing people who are
better than me, because I learn
more from them.”

DOWN TIME

“I make down time,” she says.
“On the weekends, I make sure
I don’t do anything.”
She’s into computer games,
and a few months ago, took up
guitar lessons, something she
tackles with typical determination, practicing songs until
they’re just right.
“I’m a huge perfectionist,
and I’m very determined,” she
says.

DRUM LINE FEATURED ON COMPANY WEB SITE

It’s a trait she’s had since
childhood: in recalling karate
lessons as a youngster, Kylie
remembers taking home the
perseverance award each year.
“I don’t like slacking off. If
I’m going to do something, I’m
going to do it all the way.”
“It’s just second nature,” she
says. “I like to be busy. I don’t
like to just sit around and do
nothing. It’s a character ﬂaw, I
guess.”

IN THE FUTURE

The psychology major will
ﬁnish her studies at ECCC in
May, then head on to MSU.
She says she’ll pare down her
schedule when she heads to
Starkville.
“This is my last year to be
busy,” she says. “I made a
promise to both my mother and
myself that I will do (only) two
things extra at State.”
She continues: “I can’t just
sit and go to class, and go back
(home). I just can’t do that.”
Long-term, she hopes to
use the leadership skills she
gleaned at ECCC to become a
psychiatrist.
The work will be hard, she
knows, and she’ll have to climb
many a mountain to reach her
destination.
But for Kylie Rigdon, the
thrill is in the ﬁght.
“I love challenges,” she says.
“If everything were easy, it
would never be any fun. The
harder it is, the more fun it is.”

BILL GRAHAM/THE UNION APPEAL

Sophomore Kylie Rigdon of Union spends her time at East Central
Community College juggling large responsibilities as well as taking
part in various clubs and organizations.

Centralette Tryouts Scheduled April 21
MANDATORY WORKSHOP SLATED MARCH 26

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College will hold tryouts for the Centralettes, the dance line for the
Warrior Wall O’ Sound March-

ing Band, at 1 p.m. Wednesday,
April 21 in the South Campus
Gymnasium. A mandatory pretryout clinic will be held from 5
to 8 p.m. on Thursday, March
26. Only those auditioning may
attend tryouts.

All Centralettes receive fulltuition scholarships.
For more information, contact Thomas Carson, Director
of Bands, at 601-635-6228. The
e-mail address is tcarson@eccc.
edu.

Join Our
Healthcare Family!
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The drum line for the 2008-09 edition of the East Central Community College Wall O’ Sound Marching
Band is currently featured on the Vic Firth Web site. Located in Boston, Mass, Vic Firth, Inc. is regarded
as one of the most prominent percussion instrument implementation manufacturers in the world and is
also recognized as a leader in educational resources for percussion students and teachers. The above
photo and one taken during a 2008 halftime performance of a Warrior football game are included on the
Web site along with video clips of drum line performances. Drum line members include (kneeling from
left) Jacob Phillips and Justin Weathers, both products of Philadelphia High School; Nathan Spears and
Julian Greer, both of Neshoba Central; Jonathan Crabtree, Warren Central; Travis Smallwood and Anna
Switzer, both of West Lauderdale; Brewer McGee, John Davis Bates and Nathan Calvert, all of Neshoba
Central; Doug Janz, Louisville; and Teddy Bloodsaw, Forest; and (standing from left) Brittany Gibbs,
Lake; Emily Malone, Carthage; Cody Thrash, Walnut Grove; Javier Araujo, Morton; Dale Alberts, West
Lauderdale; Kyle Barrett, Newton County; Casey Stokes, Neshoba Central; and Brandon Hughes, Newton County. Jared Brownlee, who is in his eleventh year as assistant director of bands and percussion
instructor, said being featured on the prestigious company’s Web site is “great international exposure for
our college…and is a further indication of the talented students we have at ECCC.” Thomas W. Carson
serves as ECCC director of bands.

Make Dormitory Reservations ASAP!
Students planning to attend East Central
Community College in the fall of 2009 and
who plan to live in campus housing need to
apply as soon as possible, including 2009-10
sophomores. Those applying for on-campus
housing must complete and mail a housing
application (which can be downloaded from
the EC Web site at http://www.eccc.edu/studentservices/housingform.pdf), with a $60
room deposit to the ECCC Business Ofﬁce.
ECCC has ﬁve male and two female residence halls available for students. The total number of male students who can live

in residence halls is 310 students, and the
women’s dormitories can accommodate 246
students.
All rooms are assigned on a ﬁrst-come,
ﬁrst-served basis. Those who wish to request
a roommate must also have that roommate
complete the housing application process in
a timely manner.
Questions regarding campus housing
should be directed to Jonathan Peeples,
Director of Student Life, at 601-635-2111
or toll free 1-877-462-3222, ext. 213. The email address is jpeeples@eccc.edu.

40% of our staff has been at Riley
for more than 10 years!
Riley Hospital offers competitive salaries and benefits
packages. We also offer the option to waive benefits
for a higher hourly rate.
Apply online today or mail your resume to:
1102 Constitution Avenue
Meridian, MS 39301
Attention: Recruiting
For more information, please call 601-484-3236.

We want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization to godom@eccc.edu.
with identiﬁcation and any happenings.

02 09 Join Our Family Ad 001.indd 1
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ECCC Announces Fall Semester Honor Roll
SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOM

Students named to the 2008
fall semester honor roll, which
includes those selected to the
President’s List, Dean’s List
and Honorable Mention List,
have been announced at East
Central Community College in
Decatur, according to Donna
Luke, Director of Admissions,
Records and Research.

PRESIDENT’S LIST

Those named to the President’s List, students with a 4.0
grade point average, include
the following:
ACKERMAN: Angel Lee
Hunt;
CARTHAGE: Britni Leigh
Harvey, Lacy Leigh McMurry,
Brandon Trey McNeece, Lakecia Ann McQueen, Deanna C.
Morris, Whitney Blake Thompson and Jason Tywan Yarbrough;
CHUNKY: Rebecca Lindsey
Rogers;
COLLINSVILLE: Matthew
Hodges Naylor;
CONEHATTA: Meaghan Marie Mayes;
DECATUR: Joseph Kyle Barrett, Benton Cody Cotton, Jason Robert Hancock, Joy Lynn
Hayes, Richard McGill Mosby,
Megan Clarice Munn, Brandon
Scott Thomas and Robin Renae
Willis;
ETHEL: Courtney M. Allbritton;
FOREST: Bethany Nicole Autry, Diane Marie Berthelette,
Cody Ray Buckley, Kristen
Magan Chamblee, Brittany
Jade Cushman, Jordan Matthew Gunn, Jennifer Theresa
Shannon, Jessica Shea Smith
and Dequita T. Williams;
HICKORY: Brittney D. Cochran, Jonathan Kent Federick
and Chelsea Lee Pugh;
LAKE: Sheila Ann Edwards
and Jason Hardy Hawthorne;
LAWRENCE: Beth Danielle
Stephens;
LENA: Brandy Nicole Greer;
LITTLE ROCK: Racheal Lea
Addy, Sarah Allison Eakes,
Brandi Shea Covington and
Adam Wade McDill;
LOUIN: Kurtis Daniel Simoneau;
LOUISVILLE: Kayla Brooke
Adcock,
Kimberly
Jordan
Blackwell, Anna Elizabeth Fulton, Ancarisa Frazier Macon,
Elizabeth L. Morgan, Marty
Steven Quinn, Clancy Ethan
Scarborough, Drew Thomas
Smith, Whitney Nicole Smith,
Kristi Leigh Stapp, Jacob Tyler Walker, Jesse Peaster Ward
and Anna Kathrine White.
MARION: Cory Nathaniel
Edwards;
MORTON: Adrienne Marie
Bird, Memry Estelle Holmes,
Jana Floy Johnson and Erin
Brooke Jones;
NEWTON: Landon Bryan
Burt, Kevin Jay Chapman,
Shaun Michael Cooper, Elise
Marie Gibbs, Laurel Anne Godwin, Barbara Rose Lyles, Adrienne Elizabeth McDill, Abby
Marie McMillan, Kayla Christine Meaders, Emily Lauren
Pace, Laura Ann Walley and
Robert Mitchell Ward;
PHILADELPHIA: Tabatha
Shay Adcock, Chad W. Clark,
Tammy Michelle Constable,
Jonathan A. Crabtree, Hannah Marie Lee, Candace Dawn
Long, Brittany Ann Madere,
Jordan Leigh McMichael, Christin Leann Meely, Jill Asher
Rushing, Alisha Lavelle Smith,
Ashley Danielle Stone, Pamela
Joyce Townsend, Thomas H.
White, Chester B. Whittle and
Maxcine Young;
PRESTON: Autumn Leigh
Durant;
PULASKI: Candace Dianne
Wade;
UNION: Kriston Brooke Bar-

rett, Katharyn Emily G. Benson,
Jennifer Ranee Bullard, Anna
Laurie Ezelle, Jessica Lynn
Galloway, Lacey Anne Gilmore,
Patrick Coy Griffin, Shannon
M. Harrison, Anna Elizabeth
Johnson, Daniel Hunter Johnson, Jessica Leigh Lapeze,
Leslie Ann Mangrum, Tammy
Lynn Plaisance, Amber Leigh
Smith, April Renea Tillman,
Hannah Carol Watkins and
Morgan Lane Whitlock;
WALNUT GROVE: Daniel
Eric Bankston, Melissa Kuhn
Ellis, Emily Kristen Thomas
and Keevin L. Windham;

DEAN’S LIST

The Dean’s List includes the
following students who achieved
a 3.5 or above grade point average:
BRANDON: Ashlyn Jordan
Dunn and James Tyler McNeil;
CARTHAGE:
Amelia
K.
Burnside, Jessica Nicole Cherry, Kasey Sue Crutcher, Eric
Slay Dowell, Conner David Herrington, Richard Andrew Johnston, Cristen Shalane Jones,
Cynthia Anne Middlebrooks,
Laquindric Antawn Stokes and
Katherine E. Taylor;
CHOCTAW: Carlston Lee
Isaac Jr.;
CHUNKY: Sidney S. Gutierrez and Heather Lynn Wright;
COLLINS: Jasen D’marte
Fairley;
COLLINSVILLE: Veronica
Dyann Evans and Anna Catherine Munn;
CONEHATTA: Shelby Dwight
Shelley;
DECATUR: Carl M. Adkins, Colton Evan Amis, Cayla
Delaine Boyd, Susan Naomi
Brown, Calli Leigh Cumberland, Kyle Leon Ethridge, Lane
Scott Fulton, Kristina Danielle
Harrison, Jesse Lee Holloway,
Kristen L. Pillsbury,
Zachary W. Pillsbury, Jimmy Morris Pritchett and Francesca M.
Windham;
DEKALB: Joni Lynn Bozeman;
ETHEL: Joseph Scott Tanner;
FLORENCE: Justin Thomas
Traylor;
FOREST: Edgar Agustin Alvarez, Kristi Lynn Bell, Jessica
Danielle Brown, Brandi Leigh
Chambers, Haley R. Culpepper, Brittany Denise Jennings,
Crystal Amanda Massey, Adam
Corey McLemore, William Matthew Poole, Matthias Colby
Sharpe, Caitlin Michelle Slay,
Kristen Michelle Smith, John
Christopher Snow, Rochelsey
Symone Thomas, Krista Alicia
Thrash, Matthew Ryan Wade,
Audrianna Walker and Tommie Lee Wells;
HATTIESBURG: Jeremy Dewayne Dillon and Bobby Dion
Eaton;
HICKORY: Ashley Nicole
Strebeck and Angela Gail Valentine;
KOSCIUSKO: Kristy Michelle Frazier and Joshua Mal
Huffman;
LAKE: Whitley Ann Fisher,
Mary Alli French, Brandi Renee
Gray and April Denise Smith;
LAUREL: Genny Marie Freeman;
LAWRENCE: Courtney L.
Gammill,
Amanda Michelle
Hines, Madison Michelle Parker and Melissa Ann Rowell;
LENA: Flory J. Mitchell and
Shannon Dee Moss;
LITTLE ROCK: Russell Jordan Clark,
Miranda Dawn
Harrison, Mary Emilee Lanier
and Evan Ross Pinson;
LOUIN: Mark Andrew Ishee;
LOUISVILLE: Nathan Speed
Calvert, Lindsey Brooke Clark,
Kayla Gene Dewberry, Lindsey Lanell Donald, Conashya
Delashya Headd, Derek Laduane Hopkins, Kaylin Brook
Jones, Tina Joann Long, Joseph

Dale McNeill, Sarah Elizabeth
Page, Charles Clint Sloan, Mallory J Thompson-Young, Brandi Michelle Tollett, Trinelius
Jamal Triplett, Austin Riley
Vernon, Sherry Delane Weeks,
Kelsey Jewell White and Missy
N. Williamson;
MAGEE: Ava Denise Green;
MERIDIAN: Marissa Lee
Ethridge, Demetrice Ann Taylor, Shaquita Antrenett Brown,
Sheree Nicole Portis, Anna L.
Switzer and Samuel Collins
Wilson;
MCCOOL: Timothy David
Patterson;
MORTON:
Bailey
Allyn
Brown, Brittany Frances Cameron, Benjamin Bryce Harrell
and Idael Pestana;
NEWTON: April Nicole Dunavant, Jasmine Shawanda
Grass, Lolita Renee Jordan, Dominique Latesch McKee, Peachrich W. Pouerie, Stephanie L.
Robinson, Benjamin Bounds
Thames, Amanda Lynn Ward,
Kanisha Shalois Warnsley and
Theresa Rochelle White;
NOXAPATER: Vickie Marie Collins, Jaqlene Amanda
Robinson and Tiffany Brooke
Thomas;
PAULDING: Terri Latonya
Jones and Olivia Maria Shaw;
PHILADELPHIA: Gary Steven Allen, Dekota Brooke Anthony, Synica Laquan Bester,
Emily Elizabeth Breland, Lacey
Marie Brewer, Crystal Jo Bryan,
Austin Gray Buchanan, Griffin
Allen Burk, Brandon Gene Cox,
Marlee Danielle Deweese, Morgan Elizabeth Deweese, Sarah
Betts Deweese, Spencer West
Dickerson, Alanna Katelyn
Fairchild, Sierra Gin Farlow,
Sean Andrew Farmer, Kim Marie Foy, Jaime Nicole Franklin,
Jon Michael Hillman, Emily
Ellison James, Daniel Cooper
Jordan, Brett Thomas Latimer,
Debbie L. Lawrence-Vowell, Olivia Paige Lewis, Amber Nicole
Madison, Rhonda Fox Moore,
Whitney Renee Nance, Patrick
Wade Patterson, Michael Dewayne Pierce, Justin Brett Pope,
Marsha Camille Reed, Jeana
Dawn Richardson, Nathan
S. Rowell, Codee D. Russell,
Heather Michelle Schwebel,
William Kolby Sisson, Lakeisha
Roysunn Smith, Danielle Denee
Stafford, Casey Austin Stokes,
Laynett Triplett, Crystal Blair
Walker, Ariadne Kay Wallace,
Amanda D. Williamson and
Jerica Shea Williamson;
PULASKI: Stacy Alane Henderson;
SEBASTOPOL:
Kimberly
Jean Bassett, Tara Rose Gilmer
and Kimberly Shea Norman;
TUPELO: Jared Bret Mullins;
UNION: Kristy Denise Boswell, Lindsay Marie Bozeman,
Joshua O. Dickerson, Megan
Elizabeth Dollar, David Nelson Gann, Nancy Lanell Hardy,
Bobby Joe Harrell, Marcus Lee
Herrington, Leanna Paige Holsen, Aubrie Elise Howell, William Brandon Hughes, Matthew
R. Livingston, Tracy N. Matthews, Jessica Leann Pinson,
Amy Rucker Plaisance, Jodie
Marie Roberts, William Damion Russell, Laura Mamie Shannon, Amy Elizabeth Sharp, Lillian Nicole Sheely, Leanna Jane
Smith, Emily Paige Thrash and
Ronald Dale Yates;
WALNUT GROVE: Paula J.
Covarrubias, Tyler Lee Jones,
Justin Randall McNeill and
James Zachary Wright;
LEESBURG, AL: Paul Wayne
Sewell;
LISMAN, AL: Deshawn Deneil Harris and Frank James
Harris;
MCDONOUGH, GA: Dustin
Cannon Alley;
ABBEVILLE, LA: Deshouri
Naquay Spates;
BOSSIER CITY, LA: Rashi-

ma R.T. Jenkins;

HONORABLE MENTION LIST

The following students were
named to the Honorable Mention List and earned a 3.0 or
above grade point average:
ACKERMAN: Jacqueline A.
Hunt;
BAY SPRINGS: Eden Alexandria Bender;
BRANDON: Andrew Garrett
Perkins;
BRAXTON: Jerrid Dewayne
Hickman;
CARROLLTON: Everett Allen Cheek;
CARTHAGE: Jennifer Loren Atkinson, Pamela Renee
Boone, David Brian Burns,
Kristy Lynn Chamblee, Kayla
Catherine Cook, Gwendolyn
Mavis Crumbley, Joey Michael
Dorman, Anahi Acevedo Esqueda, Shantie Fortune, Amanda
Rene Griffith, Monica Leann
James, Alicia Marie Jayroe,
Corbin Brooks Jenkins, Joshua
Cortez Luckett, Aaron Patrick
Mann, James William McBeth,
Ruby Elizabeth McCurdy, Valerie B. McMurry, Virginia Ruth
Mitchell, Kimberly Michelle
Moore, Ashley Nicole Pigg,
John Ellis Pinkard, Edward N.
Russell, Kristen C. Russell, Michael C. Sanford, Rebecca Carol
Wilbanks and Emily Dianne
Wooten;
CHOCTAW: Vincent Wayne
Wilson;
CHUNKY: Reva Shea Coate
and Hannah Marie McCloud;
COLLINSVILLE:
Kristen
Michelle Alsup, Bobby Charles
Branning and Kacy Elizabeth
Covert;
CONEHATTA: Kelby Dene
Anderson, Mark Anthony Engram, Angie Renee Massey,
Reaghan Nicole Mayes, Robert
Logan McDonald, Donald Brian
Taylor, Sabrina Rochelle Terrell and Tia Marie Weaver;
CORINTH:
Jesse
Arlice
Kemp;
DECATUR: Kim Denise Amerson, Kimberly Ann Amerson,
Sierra Rene Croff, Ashley Renee Dumas, Doris Ann Frith,
Joseph Kyle Killens, Angela
Marie Massey, Austin Ward
Mather, Cheryl Juanita McElhenney, Daniel Blake Pickett, Cherry C. Quince, Robert
Dustin Reed, Robert H. Richardson, Jeremy Jacob Saucier,
Tiffany Mechelle Spence and
Pamela Doinne Townsend;
DEKALB: Mallory E. Smith;
FLORENCE: Randall Patrick
Creel and Shana Marie Easley;
FOREST: Jennifer Leann Allen, Carmen Braddy, Jessica
Monique Brown, Mercedes Akis
Brown, Christopher A. Bufkin,
Christopher D. Crowell, Hannah Brooke Culpepper, Miranda
Gail Edwards, Ashley E. Gibbs,
Brittany Roshae Gray, Sherry
Christina Green, Wanda Kay
Henderson, Rachel Leah Huff,
Juanita
Jones, Josh David
Ledford, Gary David Mart, William B. McKinley, Jacqueline
K. Pace, Rachel Marie Ramirez,
Brandi Suzanne Ricks, Latoya
Renea Robinson, Tanika S. Robinson, Lindsey Deanna Sanders, Tina Marie Smith, Randy
Mikel Snow, Sarah Leann Summerlin, Lori Leann Thompson,
Cody Neil Walters, Amanda
Lacy Warren and Holly Noelle
Webb;
GREENWOOD: Jeffrey Scott
Mitchell;
HATTIESBURG:
Matthew
David Lewis and Donovan Treshaun Tate;
HICKORY: Shanekia Rosha
Coleman, JC Diaz, Tunisha
Tyia Ellis, Kristian Martinae
Evans, Cody Lane Strait, Darius Micah Walker and Devarus
Kentrell Walker;
JACKSON: Nikki Luckett
Graham and Sharon Williams;
KOSCIUSKO: Brittni Ra-

A scholarship in memory
of the late Kenny Coleman of
Philadelphia was recently established at East Central Community College in Decatur, announced Stacey Hollingsworth,
executive director for Foundation and Alumni Relations.
The $750 annual award is provided by the Neshoba County
General Hospital and Nursing
Home Board of Trustees and
pays tribute to Coleman, who
served as one of the hospital’s
trustees. An ECCC alumnus,

Coleman was employed with the
Philadelphia Fire Department
for 30 years and served 17 years
as chief. He retired in June 2007
and died on June 20, 2008, at
the age of 53.
The scholarship will be awarded each fall semester to a student
who is enrolled in the College’s
EMT Basic Class in Philadelphia. To be eligible, applicants
must: be a U.S. citizen and resident of Neshoba County; be a
graduating high school senior;
have a minimum GPA of 3.0 on
a 4.0 scale; and be accepted into
the Emergency Medical Services

(EMS) program at ECCC.
Applications for the Kenny
Coleman General EMS Scholarship are available at the Neshoba County General Hospital
and Nursing Home by contacting Dale Joyner, 601-663-1260.
Applications must be typed and
submitted to the EMS Building
or sent to the Neshoba County
EMS Department, Attn: Dale
Joyner, 1001 Holland Avenue,
Philadelphia, MS 39350.
Applications are due on June
30 in order for the scholarship
to be awarded for the fall semester.

Walker, Hailey Christine Walker, Cassandra Donte Wash and
Anna Victoria Williams;
NOXAPATER: Heidi Dawn
Barrier, Jacob Douglas Drury,
Rose Mary Eichelberger, Aaron Tyler Gaylord, Delvontrese
Keljuan Goss, Samantha K.
Kinard, Ladisha Briana Moore,
Ryan L. Smyth and Steven
Cody Vowell;
OCEAN SPRINGS: Andrew
Laurin Bruhl;
PHILADELPHIA:
Willard
Keith Bacon, Laura Leigh Bain,
Phillip W. Barrier, John David Bates, Sharonda Yasmine
Beamon, Jonee Danielle Brantley, Jessica Marie Byars, Gail
Margo Chambers, Kyle Michael
Chandler, Daniel C. Cheatham,
Hailey Renyta Chisolm, Brianna Shantel Colbert, Hope
Susanne Cole, Derek Lee Crenshaw, Jessie Lea Critz, Shelley Elizabeth Darby, Andrew
Dees Dowdy, Joseph James
Downing, James Graylon Foster, Kayla Ann Fedrick, Angela
Jean Gray, Kathryn Anne Harrison, Robert A. Herrington,
Joseph Leon Holley, Jennileen
Jackson, Sheena D. Johnson,
Dustin R. Kilpatrick, Cameron
Gavin Lesley, Rodney Scott
Lowrey, Brandi Mae Mathes,
Alana Dayle Moore, Marsha
Hall Payne, Paige Lynn Posey,
Windie Victoria Poston, Anna
Marie Powell, Elizabeth Jean
Powell, Geneva Leigh Rentz,
Megan Michelle Sharp, Tanya
Ann Sistrunk, David Thomas
Smith, Alan Stewart, Micah
Clay Stewart, Stacy Lorraine
Svihla, Rachel Farron Thompson, Lisa Maria Tubby, Howard
Olajude Tucker, Rebecca Louise Watkins, David Israel Williams, Sara E. Williams, Phillip M. Williamson, Kimberly
Rachelle Wooten and Shyatesa
Meahka York;
PRESTON: Jeremy Lashun
Hickman, Michaela Lasha Lee,
Lauren Marie Luke, Hailey
Emmett Moody and Chrystal
Wilkins;
RALEIGH:
Kimberly
M.
Hancock and Jeffrey Scott Hayman;
RICHLAND: Christian Powell Craft;
RIDGELAND: Bruce Ellis
Williams;
SAUCIER: Rachel Lynn Oatman;
UNION: Jonathan Jacob Adkins, Daniel Terrence Alexander, Julie Catherine Boswell,
Kimberly Diane Burton, James
Merrill Cassel, William J. Cunningham, J’Markus J. Dubose,
Elinda Ruth Hagan, Tyler
Cameron Hansford, Stephanie
Lynn Hardin, Brandon Eric
Kennedy, Nicholas Dylan Lane,
Summer Paige Lashley, Jessica Lynn Monk, Tyler Glenn
Nicholson, Joshua Wade Pierce,
Kylie Dates Rigdon, Jordan Lee
Robinson, Richard M. Sistrunk,
Jordan Tyler Smith, William
Taylor Smith, Tensie Renee
Spence, Lindsey Joyce Stuart,
Courtney T. Thames, Kurt A.
Tolbert, Candace Nicole Vance,
Jaqueline Celest Ward, Candie Michelle Willis, Krystle E.
Wolverton and Cayla Marie
Yates;
WALNUT GROVE: Sylvester
Keyon Carter, Jeremy Martin
Corley, Mary E. Brooke Dove,
Tiffany Leeann Lowery, Ashley
Nicole McDill, Evan M. Summers-Jones and Clarissa A.
Weathers;
SYLACAUGA, AL: Caylem
Javarous Estelle;
SWEET WATER, AL: Barry
Lee Meeks;
LISMAN, AL: Callisa Triniece Harris;
PRAIRIEVILLE, LA: Donald
Garrett Butler; and
PORT MURRAY, NJ: Asmar
Jameel Capers.

Dunn Honored

Coleman Scholarship Established
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

chelle Cazier, Sherry A. Huie
and Chasity Ann McAdams;
LAKE: Roshanda Tatyona
Butler, Cynthia G. Cochran,
Santigous N. Culpepper, Margaret Christina Gibbs, Kristen
Leanne Parker, Virginia Dale
Posey, Matthew Scott Risher,
Juley Elizabeth Taylor, Michael
Cody Taylor, Sam Lewis Wooten and Emily Michele Wynne;
LAUREL: Nicholas Hunter
Wyrick;
LAWRENCE: Ebony J. Baxter, Laci Nicole Bridges, Rebecca Ruth G. Cole, Renoada
Akembi’ Hardy, Jennifer Renee
Harris, Junenette Roshele Harris and Christina Renee Posey;
LENA: Callie Brooke Allen,
Christopher S. Clark and Taylor Townsend;
MCCOOL: Katelynn Ann
Thomas, Brianna Deshea Triplett and Jeremy Scott Wright;
LITTLE ROCK: Laura Dianne Alexander, Jeremy Royce
Clearman, Charlotte Ann Daniels, Zachary Harrison, Tyler
Warren Laird, Dennis Drew
Wilson;
LOUIN:
Amanda
Leigh
Boykin, Lateshia K. Ducksworth, Jean Keyes and Tiffany
Renee Wheaton;
LOUISVILLE: Gary Martin
Boatner, Patricia Ann Bragg,
Margaret E. Cravens, Daniel
Jerrell Eichelberger, Elizabeth Wilma Fulgham, Lance
Alan Goodin, Shannon Lanae
Gregory, Bonnie Kathryn Hailey, Jessica Marie Hamilton,
Labrittany T. Hickman, Michael Olyn Hindman, Whitney
Genette Houston, Albert Allen
Hunt, Justin Harold Keller,
Daniella Grace Knotts, Alison
Nicole Lowery, Ashton Sylvia
Lowrey, Kelly Marie McMillin,
Lesa Erin Miller, Cody Keith
Ming, Lori Ann Mitchell, James
Tyler Moffitt, Jonathan E.
Nelson, Latashia Denay Nicholson, Anna Claire Peeples,
Johnathan P. Phillips, Amber
E. Reed, James Tyler Robbins,
Allison Renee Rogers, Bobby
Rashad Sanders, Pamela Kristi
Shaw, Alison Gayle Walker,
James Marshall Wood, Jaclyn
E. Wright and Rebecca Ann
Yates;
MACON: Jarred Lewis Fleming;
MARION: Brandon A. Galistel;
MENDENHALL: Mark Alan
Turner;
MERIDIAN: Lederrick Dewayne Alford, Angela Michelle
Dean, Preston Deon Felder,
Brandi Marie Goodwin, Stephen Daniel Hudson, Jamie
Deangela Marshall, Ryanne
Rena McNeal, Melissa Louise
Moody, Schanda L. Wilson, Jessica Amber Young, Carol Lynn
Collins, Sarah Christina Costello, George Alexander Dancy,
Erin Danielle Huffman, Dana
Marie Rue, Joshua Paul West,
Accuisha S. Dubose, Courtney Shyniece Dubose, Stetson
Shane Rickles, Travis Wayne
Smallwood and Lynnzie Marie
Warren;
MOOREVILLE: David Evan
Smart;
MORTON: Douglas Wayne
Harrison, Daisy Regina Hope,
Brittany
Nicole
Housley,
Bethany Susan Latham, Amber Brooke McCaughn, Zane
Mouchett, Justin Devon Runnels and Corey Lynn Shoemaker;
NEWTON: Shan’neeci Sylene
Brown, Bess Victoria Carmichael, Shaterica Shawan Curry,
Steve Edwards, Marcus Deon
Evans, William Jamal Flowers,
Kimberly Lea Goodin, Kristen
Paige Jones, Bernolia Laster,
Dylan Crawford Randolph,
Cierra C. Robinson, Monique
L. Robinson, Rena F. Robinson,
Casey Leann Rowzee, Holly
Kathleen Tullos, Audra Deneise

SPECIAL To The Tom-tom

Dunn

Ashlyn Dunn of Brandon was
among East Central Community College students named to
Who’s Who Among Students in
American Junior Colleges for
the 2008-09 school year.
Dunn, a graduate of Pelahatchie Attendance Center,

received the prestigious honor
based on her academic achievement and involvement in extracurricular clubs and organizations.
She will be recognized with
other ECCC students at the
College’s annual Awards Day
program on May 7.

Spring Break • March 16-20

Seeing
Double
Double the Trouble or Maybe Even Triple Around Campus
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Kim and Kimberly Amerson

By Rachel Ramirez
Staff Writer
Since the beginning of time people
have always been curious about the
relationship between twins. Some
people believe they have some kind of
telepathic misdemeanor, while others
say that it is impossible to feel another
person’s emotions. Scientists have had
an admirable curiosity towards twins
because of whether or not their fingerprints are the same. Well the truth to
the riddle is, no their fingerprints are
not the same because when the first
twin comes out he or she touches a different part of the embryo while coming
out from the mother’s womb. That is a
little science 101 for you.
This year, ECCC’s Wall O’ Sound
Marching Band had four sets of twins
as members: Christina and Brandon
Gibbs, Kim and Kimberly Amerson,
Reaghan and Meaghan Mayes, and
Brooke and Becky Culpepper.
The twins were given a list of questions to answer, to see how alike they
are, and this is what they said:

Christina and Brandon Gibbs:

Q: What is your favorite type of food?
A: Christina- I love to eat American
food, there is nothing else like it.
Brandon- Steak is what a real man
likes to eat.
Q: What genre of music do you like to
listen to?
A: Christina and Brandon- We like to
listen to rock and anything that sounds
good to our ears.
Q: What is your favorite high school
memory?
A: Christina- Finally graduating high
school.
Brandon- Playing for the South
State Championship in football.
Q: What is your favorite color?
A: Christina- I love purple.
Brandon- Obviously from just looking at the color of my car, my favorite
color is yellow.
Q: How can we tell you guys apart?
A: Christina and Brandon- We are
fraternal twins so it is not hard to distinguish us from each other because
Christina is a girl and well, I am a boy.

Morrison
visits
China doing
mission work
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Q: How are your personalities different?
A: Kim and Kimberly- We are both
very hard working females. We like
to have fun. We don’t do everything
together, but when we do we have a
blast.
Q: Do you fight a lot with your twin?
A: Kim and Kimberly- When we were
younger we used to bicker a lot, but
as we have matured the fighting has
ceased to a minimum.
Q: Do you dress like your twin?
A: Kim and Kimberly- We both have
two different tastes in styles, but there
are some times we agree on the same
style.
Q: What are you majoring in?
A: Kim- Botany
Kimberly- Registered Nurse
Q: How can we tell you apart from
your twin?
A: Kim and Kimberly- We are two totally different colors and Kim is taller
than me (Kimberly).

Reaghan and Meaghan Mayes

Q: What are things you two do together?
A: Reaghan and Meaghan- We basically do everything together, but if we
are together for a long period of time we
will start to get on each other’s nerves.
Q: Do you have the same sense of
style?
A: Reaghan and Meaghan- Yes we
share the same sense of style because
we both wear each other’s clothes.
Q: Do you sometimes share a telepathic way of communicating with each
other or sometimes feel what the other
twin is feeling?
A: We kind of do. We can sometimes
know what the other is going to say just
before they say it and we think alike
too, but we do not have the same emotions at the same time or anything. For
example: If one is hurting the other one
cannot feel it.
Q: What instrument do you play in
the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band?
A: Reaghan- I am in color guard
Meaghan- I play the French horn.
Q: How can your peers tell you
apart?
A: Reaghan is about an inch taller

special to the tom-tom

The 2008 Wall O’ Sound Marching Band included four sets of twins, (from left) Reaghan and Meaghan Mayes, Becky and
Brooke Culpepper, Brandon and Christina Gibbs, and Kimberly and Kim Amerson. The twins participated in various groups
within the band.
than I am, even though I (Meaghan)
am older. Our facial features are different in some ways. Also, our personalities are completely different. Reaghan
is more outgoing, but I (Meaghan) go
with the flow.

Becky and Brooke Culpepper

Q: What is your favorite type of food?
A: Brooke- Mexican and grilled food.
Becky- Mexican and Chinese
Q: What are some of your hobbies?
A: Brooke- I like running and I am
a very crafty person, so I like to learn
how to make new things.
Becky- I like to the play the piano
and bake.
Q: What genre of movies do you like

to watch?
A: Brooke- When it comes to movies,
it depends on what kind of mood I am
in. Most of the time I am in for the romantic, chick flick, but I do love some
comedy.
Becky- I like to watch a good scary
movie, but most of the time I prefer a
good chick flick.
Q: How can we tell you apart from
your twin?
A: Becky and Brooke- The shapes of
our faces are different. I have an oval
shape face and Becky’s is rounded.
Our voices are different too. Becky’s
is higher pitched than mine (Brooke).
I (Brooke) part my hair to the right,
while Becky parts hers to the left. For

those that know us really well can say
that we have our own individual look.
Something a little extra ECCC’s Student Body may not know, but Becky
and Brooke are not twins…they are
TRIPLETS!!! Here is what they have to
say to the student body:
Brooke and Becky- Here on East
Central’s Campus, we are known as the
twins, but in all reality we are triplets.
Together we have a brother, Benjamin,
who decided he would separate from us
and attend a different college. We all
must go our separate ways sometime,
but because we are identical, we are
considered twins, but together we are
fraternal to our brother.

Morrison captures time spent in China, shares memories

By Ashley Dumas
Staff Writer
Name: Aaron Morrison
Hometown: Newton
Traveled to: Beijing China
Where did you get the idea
to go? I got the idea from ECCC
BSU, there was information on
Christmas in China, so I got in
contact with Scott Vaughn and
wanted to know more about it
and became very interested.
Why did you decide to go?
I decided to go because it would
be a chance of a lifetime to visit China while furthering the
Kingdom of God.
What was the most amazing thing you saw? I think
the most amazing thing I saw,
was the ability that people had
to open their hearts up to us.
Where all did you go? I
traveled to about 3 different cities in China, but I am not quite
sure of the names.
Exactly what was your job?
My job was to help the local university in China with their Cultural exchange program. While
we did that we were to also talk
about Christmas and our beliefs in the Lord without getting
caught.
What is your favorite memory? When I ate me some dog.
Do you think more people should do this? It’s not a
question of should more people
do this, it is a question of will
people surrender their lives to
do the work of the Lord.
If anybody is interested
who should they contact?
They should contact either Scott
Vaughn at ECCC’s BSU or the
Mississippi Baptist Convention
Board.

This is the flag of China basking
in its glory over the presence of
the people, at the world famous
site Tianaman’s Square. Just to
get the chance to stand in this
spot was amazing.

The Temple of Heaven built in 1420 A.D. is one of the coolest sights
that I saw. The history behind this temple is amazing. In a nutshell,
the temple was used for an annual ceremony during the Ming and
Qing Dynasty to pray to Heaven for great and abundant harvest during the next year.

This was a group of the preschoolers in an area of the city we were
stationed. During the time spent with the preschoolers we shared
the Christmas Story with them and taught them Christmas Songs.
We also had the opportunity to sing to them any song that we
wanted, of course we chose a Christmas Song.

This is a picture of the group
that I got to spend my time with.
The way that God brought all of
us together with our strengths
and our weaknesses working
out perfectly was amazing. I will
always have a lifelong friendship
with these people.

The Great Wall of China, which is one of the Seven Wonders of the
World was an amazing sight. Just to have the opportunity to walk
on part of the restored wall was amazing. The time that was shared
here with my group I will remember forever. I give each of ya’ll the
challenge to visit this wonder before you die.

Many of ya’ll should know what this is. In case you don’t, this
magnificent structure is where the Summer 2008 Olympics was
held. Yes, it is called the Bird’s Nest. Just to walk here where all of
the athletes from all around the world walked was amazing. I look
forward to going back to this masterpiece once more in my future.

This is a picture of us eating
dog. Let me just say that it was
the best animal that I have eaten
in a very long time. It has a rubbery texture to it and tastes very
gamey. It seemed to remind me
of deer, but it didn’t resemble it
in any way.
In conclusion, my time spent
touring the country of China and
spreading the Gospel was one of
the greatest adventures I have
pursued in my life.
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Extraordinary athlete

An All-American NCA Takes His Stunts
By Santigous Culpepper
Staff Writer

As well as common sports such
as football, basketball and baseball, cheerleading is also a competitive sport. Cheerleading is
defined as a sport because it deals
with competing and training athletes to excel other competitors.
emmons In order to be defined as an athlete, one must train and compete

to do his or her best. But in order
to be an extraordinary athlete,
one must be willing to not only
excel in his or her talent but also
inspire or encourage others to do
their best.
Will Emmons is demonstrating
his extraordinary talent in cheerleading as a tumbler for the Warrior Cheerleading Squad. Emmons is a freshmen psychology
major. He is a graduate of Lake

High School. Emmons has been
cheerleading for approximately
six years. His hobbies include
cheerleading, dancing, and hanging out with his friends.
Emmons was actually inspired
to become a cheerleader through
gymnastics. As a young child,
Emmons took gymnastics, where
he had trained as a gymnist for
several years. Emmons originally
decided to quit gymnastics and

training but when he began high
school, he returned to utilized his
talent in gymnastics and cheerleading as a Lake Hornets Cheerleader. Throughout his career in
high school and college, he has
proven to be an extraordinary
athlete.
Some of Emmons accomplishments include being named National Cheerleading Association’s
Top Rookie Instructor of the Year.

His greatest accomplishments is
being named NCA’s All-American
for four consecutive years during
high school, which led to him becoming part of NCA’s staff. Emmon’s advice for anyone wanting
to become an athlete is not only
to compete, but to, “do your best
to excel and never let your talent
go to waste. Go for it!”

Extraordinary coach

Coach Smith shares rose hobby, tips for gardening
By Samantha Kinard     
Staff Writer

East Central Community College Women’s Basketball Coach Bill
Smith is great not only on the court
but also is his own backyard. When
driving past the Smith’s home on
campus in spring, summer, or early
fall one might notice the beautiful
assortment of carefully attended rose
bushes. Those roses are not the work
of his wife, Susan Fox-Smith, but the
pride of Coach Smith and a hobby he
said he thoroughly enjoys.

Coach Smith got his start growing roses 10 years ago after seeing
a Philadelphia man growing beds of
colorful, fragrant rose bushes. Smith
decided he could do that, and he began growing rose beds of his own.
Smith’s roses are from Bucatuna,
and are two different types of rose
bushes grafted together. Smith said
the bushes are designed to withstand
winter weather better than the average rose bush.
Growing roses is time consuming,
but Smith said he enjoys trying to
make his roses grow and look good.

“A lot of hard work
goes into growing successful rose
bushes. Roses have
to be fed, watered,
fertilized, trimmed
and treated with
chemicals to rid of
bugs and diseases,”
Smith said. Sometimes extra help is
even needed, such
as Vice President
of Student Services
and Smith’s neigh-

smith

bor Joe Killens. Killens sometimes
waters the Smiths’ roses when he
and his family are out of town.
Smith takes pride in his 12 rose
bushes, which consist of flowering
and running roses.
Coach Smith enjoys his roses,
which bloom from around March
or April, until the first major frost.
Smith loves providing his wife with
fresh roses for her kitchen table and
desk. Smith’s tip for rose growing is
to make sure you want to devote a lot
of your time to your rose beds before
you start.

special to the tom-tom

Head Women’s Basketball Coach Bill
Smith takes pride in sharing his roses
with his wife. Susan Fox Smith.

Lady Warriors Fall in Division Action, Head to Regionals
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Itawamba Community College outscored East Central
24-13 over the game’s final 5 ½
minutes to beat the Lady Warriors, 74-69.
East Central falls to 17-9, but
will still participate in the Region 23 Tournament at Mississippi College next week.
ECCC put four players in double figures. Mystee Dale had 18
points, while DeShouri Spates
and Hannah Lee each had 13
points. Rashima Jenkins had
12 points and 12 rebounds.
The Lady Indians led 2611 midway through the first
half after Bowens converted a

3-point play. ICC was up 38-27
at halftime. Shayla Epperson
scored the first basket of the
second half to give the Lady Indians a 40-27 advantage.
However, ECCC began to
fight back.
A Dale basket with 9:39 left
in the game put the Lady Warriors up 46-45. ECCC continued
the momentum and took its longest lead of the game at 56-50
with 5:27 left when Jenkins hit
a free throw.
However, ICC turned the tables and took the lead for good at
60-57 with 3:08 left when Meardith converted a 3-point play.
The Lady Indians stretched the
lead to 73-64 with 25.3 seconds

remaining when Ashleigh Jackson made a free throw.

In other court action:

4The Lady Warriors unable

to overcome a 41-23 halftime
deficit and fell 78-54 against
Jones County Junior College in
Ellisville during their final regular season action. East Central cut the lead to 49-38 with
15:24 remaining but could get
no closer.
4The playoff-bound East
Central Community College
women’s basketball team had
little trouble disposing of visiting Pearl River Community
College, as the Lady Warriors
rolled to a 75-45 victory capping

off “Sophomore Appreciation
Night” activities during home
finale in the Brackeen-Wood
gym.
4East Central Community College’s Lady Warriors
snapped a two-game skid in
grand style, cruising to an easy
94-59 trouncing of the Hinds
Community College women in
the Brackeen-Wood Physical
Education Building.
4A packed Brackeen-Wood
gym witnessed two exciting
games between MACJC South
Division rivals East Central
Community College and Jones
County Junior College, each
of which was decided on lastsecond shots. Dale drained a

three-pointer with 9.1 seconds
remaining, giving the Lady
Warriors an 80-77 victory over
the visiting Lady Bobcats.
4The Lady Warriors of East
Central Community College
captured their seventh consecutive win by rallying to defeat the
Pearl River Community College
women 68-57 in Poplarville.
Rashima Jenkins’ two free
throws with about three minutes remaining gave East Central Community College its
first lead of the second half at
59-58 and the Lady Warriors
tallied the remaining 11 points
en route to a 70-58 come-back
victory over Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College in

the Brackeen-Wood gym on
the Decatur campus. The Lady
Warriors trailed 33-24 at halftime.
4Jenkins pumped in 22
points and led the Lady Warriors to a 73-60 decision over
Southwest Community College.
Jenkins, a product of Airline
High School in Bossier City,
La., also led in rebounds with
11.
The Lady Warriors held on
for a 60-51 victory over the
Lady Dolphins of Delgado Community College. EC held a 4128 advantage at the break. The
Lady Warriors defeated Delgado 68-59 in New Orleans in the
season opener on Nov. 1.

Jones’ Late Free-Throw Sinks Warriors, ends season
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Regular season competition
ended with defeats for the East
Central Community College
basketball squads who were
clipped by Jones County Junior
College teams Feb. 19 in Ellisville and finished the 2008-09
campaign at 8-17 overall and
2-10 in league action under
third-year head coach Maurice
Bowie.
The Warriors, who led
throughout
their
MACJC
South Division matchup with

the nationally-ranked and division champion Bobcats until
the final seconds, dropped their
eighth-straight decision when
Brian Singleton’s free throw
with 1.3 seconds remaining
gave the home team an 86-85
victory. Singleton missed his
first attempt.
East Central led 79-65 with
8:16 left and 83-71 with 4:31
remaining but could not seal
the deal. The Warriors earlier
dropped a heart-breaking 9896 overtime decision to Jones in
Decatur.
Kenny Thomas, a freshman

from Jackson Provine, led EC
with 29 points. Also scoring
were Newton High School product Antonio Grace, 19; Kenneth
Barlow of Scott Central, 15;
Steve Edwards of Newton, 12;
Josh Luckett of Carthage, nine;
Rico Jones of Forest, seven; and
Devarus “Scooter” Walker of
Newton County, three.
EC led 49-45 at the break.

In other hard court
action throughout
the season:

4The Warriors were unable

to make shots in the game’s final moment and were clipped
72-71 by the visiting Pearl River
Community College Wildcats.
4The Warriors dropped another close contest and fell 6330 to the visiting Hinds Community College Bulldogs.
4The Warriors seemed destined to notch the key division
battle in regulation when sophomore Jacob Jordan of Opelousas, La., connected on one of two
free-throw attempts and gave
EC an 82-78 advantage with 13
seconds remaining. But Brandon Wilson of Jones responded

with a three-point play, as he
scored on a drive to the basket
and drew a foul with 7.2 seconds
remaining to make it 82-81.
4The Warriors had possession in the game’s final 15 seconds but could not pull off a shot
and the Wildcats held on for the
division win. EC had rallied
from a 67-56 deficit with a 13-4
run in the game’s final minutes
but got no closer.
4The Warriors were victorious in their matchup with the
Gulf Coast Community College
Bulldogs, as they jumped out to
a 42-24 halftime advantage and

held on for a 78-68 decision.
4After trailing by 16 points
and shooting a dismal 26 percent from the floor during
first-half action, East Central
Community College’s Warriors
rallied for an impressive 73-63
victory over Southwest Mississippi Community College.
4Newton County High
School product Devarus “Scooter” Walker had 18 points to lead
the Warriors against Delgado
Community College but Delgado avenged an 85-72 defeat
to the Warriors in the season
opener.
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Diamond Warriors: The Diamond Warriors 2009 members are shown above. First row, from left, are Drew Smith (38) of Louisville, student assistant; outfielder Allen Cheek (2), Carroll Academy; right-handed pitcher Barry Meeks (31), Patrician Academy, Sweetwater, Ala.; left-handed pitcher
Scott Lowrey (1), Neshoba Central; infielder Jack Edmondson (4), Nanih Waiya; catcher/infielder Kylie Ming (5), Louisville; outfielder ZeEricka Hall
(7), Carthage; catcher/pitcher Jordan Smith (18), Union; catcher/outfielder/first baseman Quin Stokes (21), Carthage; infielder Cooper Robertson
(20), Caledonia; catcher/infielder/outfielder Jeremy May (8), Newton County; right-handed pitcher Lance Gibson (11), Lurleen B. Wallace (Ala.)
Community College; and left-handed pitcher Willard Bacon (36), Choctaw Central. Second row, from left, are Michael Avalon (39), assistant coach;
left-handed pitcher Timothy Maloney (14), Northeast Lauderdale; right-handed pitcher Steven Barnes (16), Covington (La.) High School; outfielder
Daniel Eichelberger (3) of Louisville and Delta State University; middle infielder Garrett Butler (10), Runnels (La.) High School; left-handed pitcher/
outfielder Ernie Triplett (6), Louisville; right-handed pitcher Eric Dowell (25), Carthage; outfielder Idael Pestana (30), Morton; infielder Stephen
Houston (27), Calvary Christian; Neal Holliman (29), head coach; and Roberto Martinez (33), assistant coach. Third row, from left, are righthanded pitcher/infielder Tyler Davis (26), Newton County; second baseman/third baseman Drew Bruhl (9), Ocean Springs; first baseman Callop
Hampton (22) of Magee and Southwest Mississippi Community College; first baseman Seka York (28), Choctaw Central; outfielder Clint Coleman
(13), Louisville; right-handed pitcher Tyler Nicholson (34), Neshoba Central; left-handed pitcher Austin Buchanan (19), Neshoba Central; first baseman John Michael Williamson (23) of Petal and Holmes Community College; left-handed pitcher/first baseman Drew Wilson (15), Newton County;
right-handed pitcher Jay Mitchell (17), Pillow Academy; and catcher/first baseman Sam Wooten (12), Lake.

special to the tom-tom

Maloney Fires No-Hitter: Sophomore left-hander Timothy Maloney allowed no hits through five innings of work during East Central
Community College’s 9-1 victory over East Mississippi Community
College Feb.15 at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex on the Decatur
campus. Maloney, a product of Northeast Lauderdale High School,
fanned four batters, walked two and allowed one run in notching
the win. Scott Lowrey of Neshoba Central and Quinn Stokes of
Carthage pitched an inning each of relief and also allowed no hits.
Lowrey fanned one batter and Quin registered two strikeouts.    
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ECCC Cheerleader Award Winners: Awards in cheerleading were
presented to the above East Central Community College students at
the annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet held Dec. 2. Seated from left
are Kacy Covert, a product of West Lauderdale High School, tumble
award; Emily Thrash of Sebastopol, academic, team captain and
Warrior awards; Dekota Anthony of Neshoba Central, most outstanding sophomore; and Kayla Adcock of Winston Academy, most
improved. Standing from left are East Rankin Academy product Juley Taylor of Lake, Warrior award; Kolby Sisson of Noxapater, team
captain award; Daniel Steverson of Newton County Academy, team
captain award; Will Emmons of Lake, NCA Rookie of the Year; and
Anna Munn of West Lauderdale, team captain award. Not pictured is
Randy Carl Arledge of Neshoba Central, best all-round cheerleader.
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin and cheerleader coach Huellen
Watson presented awards.

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Football Players Continuing Careers: Signing letters-ofintent on National Signing Day Wednesday, Feb. 4 were the above
members of the 2008 East Central Community College football
team. Continuing their athletic careers on the university or four-year
college level are (from left) Cedric Hall, a 6-5, 260-pound defensive
end from Carthage, who signed with the University of North Alabama; Justin Moore, a 6-3, 275-pound offensive lineman from Leake
Academy, who will join the University of West Alabama squad; Josh
Lewis, a 6-5, 245-pound defensive end from Tuscaloosa (Ala.)
County, who plans to attend Jacksonville State (Ala.); and Clint
Coleman, a 6-2, 195-pound defensive back from Louisville, who
inked with Southeastern Louisiana. Not pictured is Kieandre Jones,
a 6-4, 340-pound offensive lineman from Hillcrest High School in
Tuscaloosa, who signed with Miles College in Birmingham.
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ECCC Golfers: Representing the Warriors for the 2009 campaign
are the above members of East Central Community College’s golf
team. From left are JC Moore, a product of Forest High School; Eric
Burgess, East Rankin Academy; Coach James Moore, golf professional at Forest Country Club; Kyle Killens, Newton County High
School; Daniel Johnson, Union High School; and Conner Herrington,
Leake Academy. In back is Griffin Burk, Neshoba Central. The Warrior linksters begin competition February 16 in the Pearl River Community College Invitational scheduled at Hattiesburg Country Club.
East Central will host a tournament February 28-March 1 at Forest
Country Club.

ECCC Conducting Annual Athletic Fundraising Effort
SPECIAL To The Tom-Tom
Encouraging attendance at
athletic events and providing
funds to improve facilities and
upgrade equipment are the focus of the annual fundraising
campaign under way at East
Central Community College in
Decatur.
The effort is being led by The
Warrior Club, an organization
that provides financial support
to the College’s athletic teams,
which include football, women
and men’s soccer, women and
men’s basketball, baseball, fastpitch softball and women and
men’s tennis.
In a letter addressed to current and prospective members,
Warrior Club president Brenda
Chaney of Little Rock, said contributions to the organization
“have made a difference” in what
the College is able to provide for

its student-athletes.
“The contributions received
over the years have been vital
to the success of our athletic
program and we very much appreciate the support,” Chaney
said. “Even though we have
made much progress, we still
need other improvements in our
facilities and additional athletic
materials and supplies.”
Approximately $6,700 has
been raised since the campaign
began in January 2009, according to Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director for foundation
and alumni relations. Hollingsworth said the Warrior Club has
collected almost $760,000 since
its inception in 1989.
A “wish list” from each sports
area totaling approximately
$338,000 is included in a brochure with the letter.
At the top of the list is a request for $20,000 to help pay

expenses for teams qualifying
for post-season play. The 200708 women’s basketball team
won the Region 23 Tournament
and participated in the NJCAA
Women’s Basketball Championship held in Salina, Kansas.
Needs in the baseball area include renovation of the backstop
($5,000), covering of existing
bleachers ($10,000) and installation of restrooms ($20,000) for
a total of $35,000.
In basketball, the lone request
is for new bleachers and chair
back seats estimated to cost
$70,000.
The College’s football program
lists $11,000 of improvements,
including chair back seats for
season ticket holders ($5,000),
stadium skirt ($1,000) and sideline Astroturf ($5,000).
Items needed for the golf
program include shirts/slacks/
shorts ($960), rain suits ($960),

bags ($900), 24 dozen golf balls
($864), three dozen gloves ($600)
and pullovers ($600), for a total
of $5,244.
New buildings for dressing
rooms top the list of needs for
the soccer program and are estimated to cost $100,000. Also
needed are lights for the game
pitch ($30,000), irrigation system ($25,000), expansion and
covering of stadium seating
($15,000) and a practice pitch
($5,000).
Suggested improvements for
the softball program include
locker room and storage facility ($6,000), irrigation system

($2,500) and decks around the
outfield fence ($5,000) for a total
of $13,500.
Needs for the tennis program
include a drinking fountain
($200), restrooms ($5,000), storage building ($1,500), practice
wall ($1,000) and bleachers
($500) for total of $8,200.
Also on the list are major
athletic facility and equipment
needs, which include renovation
of the Brackeen-Wood Physical
Education Complex to include
additional seating and chair
back seating ($900,000); a new
field house ($2,500,000); new
tennis courts ($500,000); and an

athletic track ($180,000).
Warrior Club membership
runs on a calendar year basis
and includes the following levels
of support: Super Chief ($1,000),
Chief ($500), Super Brave ($250),
Brave ($100), Young Brave ($50)
and Papoose ($25).
Contributions are tax deductable when made payable to the
East Central Community College Foundation, Inc.
For more information contact
the Office of Foundation and
Alumni Relations, 601-635-2111
or call toll free, 877-462-3222,
ext. 327. The e-mail address is
sholling@eccc.edu.

BELHAVEN COLLEGE

Our Standard for Success is Christ
BELHAVEN COLLEGE IS NO STRANGER TO INNOVATION.
We are proud to have Alumni members like the founders of Bomgar
Corporation, a multi-million dollar software company who sells its
technology around the world. Named one of 2008’s “Best Places
to Work In Mississippi” for commitment to employee care and
advancement, Bomgar’s founders, all Belhaven Alumni, exemplify
the spirit of true success and the excellence of all that Belhaven has
to offer. At Belhaven, our students learn that success is more than
a dollar sign…and we love it when Alumni like Bomgar prove us right!

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Lady Soccer Award
Winners: Various honors were
presented to the above members
of the East Central Community
women’s soccer team at the College’s annual Fall Sports Awards
Banquet. From left are Lisa
Tubby, a product of Philadelphia
High School, hustle award; Kacy
Covert of West Lauderdale, most
valuable player, team captain,
best defense, Warrior Award
and honorable mention All-State;
Megan Munn of Newton County,
Academic Award and best offense; and Cali Cumberland,
also a Newton County product,
most improved. The awards were
presented by ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin and Lady Warrior
soccer coach Kenneth Thompson.

Visit www.belhaven.edu
Discover more.
Call 1.800.960.5940 to experience
the campus today.
special to the tom-tom

ECCC’s Kieandre Jones
Inks Scholarship: Former East Central Community College football
standout Kieandre Jones
(right) is shown signing
a national letter-of-intent
Wednesday to continue
his athletic career at Miles
College in Birmingham.
Jones, a 6-4, 340-pound
offensive lineman, is a
product of Hillcrest High
School in Tuscaloosa,
Ala. Also pictured is Kyle
Watson, ECCC offensive
line coach.   

We want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization to godom@eccc.edu.
with identification and any happenings.

(Right to left) Joel Bomgar is the
Founder & Chief Executive Officer,
Nathan McNeill, Co-Founder & VP of Product Strategy,
and Patrick Norman, Co-Founder & VP of eCommerce.
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Former ECCC Warriors Continuing Careers
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
New careers are under way for a
host of former East Central Community College football players who
transferred to various four-year colleges and universities at mid-year, announced Steve Cheatham, ECCC head
football coach.
Defensive tackle Jasen Fairley of
Collins and offensive lineman Josh
Williams of Jackson are now attending Kentucky Wesleyan College in

Owensboro; wide receiver Dustin Alley
of McDonough, Ga., has signed with
Valdosta State University in Ga.; wide
receiver Kendrick May of Tuscaloosa
is now with the University of West
Alabama; linebacker Anthony McDonald of Greenville, N. C., joined the University of North Carolina-Pembroke
squad; wide receiver Donavan Tate of
Hattiesburg has enrolled at Nicholls
State University in Thibodaux, La.;
and wide receiver Lamar Truman of
Meridian signed with Tabor College in
Hillsboro, Kan.

Fairley (5-11, 270) is a product of Collins High School. Williams (6-3, 230)
was named to the MACJC All-Star
South squad and played high school
football at Jackson Lanier.
Dustin Alley (6’, 195) was named the
South team’s most valuable player in
the annual All-Star Classic and previously attended Union Grove High
School.
May (5-10, 175) also made the AllStar squad and was a second team
All-State selection. He was named the
Warriors’ most valuable wide receiver

following the 2008 campaign, during
which he had 28 receptions for 404
yards and one touchdown. In addition,
he returned seven kickoffs for 198
yards – a 33.6-yard average – and one
score. May is a product of Tuscaloosa
County (Ala.) High School.
McDonald (5-11, 230) was an MACJC
All-Star and came to EC from 71st
High School in Greenville, N.C. Tate
(6-3, 190) is a product of Hattiesburg
High School.
Truman (6’, 195) received the Warriors’ “Mr. Clutch” award for 2008. He

played high school football at Northeast Lauderdale.
Other Warriors continuing their careers as earlier announced are wide
receiver/return specialist Maurice
Langston (5-10, 175) who signed with
Mississippi State University, and linebacker Randy Carter (6-1, 195), now
with
Tarleton State University in Stephenville, Texas. Langston is a product of Northeast Lauderdale High
School and Carter attended Quitman
High School.

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Lady Diamond Warriors: Above are members of the 2009 East Central Community College
fast-pitch softball team. Lady Diamond Warriors and their respective high schools include (front row,
from left) infielder Sierra Farlow, Neshoba Central; outfielder Calli Cumberland, Newton County; infielder
Brandy Greer, Carthage; infielder/catcher Paige Holsen, Union; infielder Hailey Chisolm, Neshoba Central; and outfielder Emily Thrash, Sebastopol; (second row, from left) outfielder Kristen Pillsbury, Newton
County; outfielder Genny Freeman, West Jones; infielder Megan Munn, Newton County; outfielder Emily Breland, Philadelphia; catcher/outfielder Amy Sharp, Neshoba Central; pitcher Codee Russell, Leake
Academy; and pitcher/infielder Amber Smith, Union; (third row, from left) pitcher/outfielder Erin Breland,
Philadelphia; infielder Brittany Cochran, Newton County; outfielder Kimberly Blackwell, Nanih Waiya;
outfielder/infielder Hannah Lee and outfielder Allison Phillips, both of Leake Academy; and infielder
Leah Dennis, Neshoba Central; and (back row, from left) Kristin Chaney, assistant coach; Emily Wooten
of Carthage, Justin Boone of Louisville and Bill Flowers of Newton, managers; Drew Crowell of East
Rankin Academy, student assistant coach; and Scott Hill, head coach.

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Women’s Tennis Team: Ready to begin the 2009 season are the above members of the East
Central Community College women’s tennis team. From left are Anna Powell of Philadelphia, Elise
Gibbs of Newton, Kylie Rigdon of Union, Abby McMillan of Newton and Rachel Ramirez of Forest. Not
pictured is Kadie Hailey of Louisville. Dianne O’Neill serves as coach.

special to the tom-tom

New ECCC Lady Diamond Warriors: Five area softball standouts signed national letters-of-intent to
continue their careers at East Central Community College. The new Lady Diamond Warriors for 200910 were welcomed during a scholarship signing ceremony held Thursday, Jan.15 in the Gold Room of
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Signees and their respective high schools include (seated from left) catcher/
outfielder Summer Alexander and pitcher/shortstop Kasie Buckley, both of Newton County; and catcher/
outfielder Abbie Joiner, Neshoba Central. Standing from left are Kristin Chaney, ECCC assistant softball
coach; second baseman/shortstop Lauren Nicolas, Neshoba Central; outfielder/pitcher Stacey Pogue,
Leake Academy; and Scott Hill, ECCC head softball coach.

Football
TeamTryouts
Set for April 1

Senior Days set for April 7-8
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Tryouts for the 2009 East
Central Community College
football team are scheduled
Wednesday, April 1 on the Decatur campus, announced head
coach Steve Cheatham.
Activities begin at 11 a.m. at
the Brackeen-Wood Physical
Education Building.
For more information, contact Coach Steve Cheatham,
601-635-2111 or call toll free,
877-462-3222, ext. 290. The email address is scheatham@
eccc.edu.

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Men’s Tennis Team: Members of East Central Community College’s men’s team have been
announced for the 2009 campaign. From left are Darius Walker of Hickory, Lurenzo Jones of Newton,
Nathan Calvert of Louisville, Matt Wade of Forest, and Jason Hancock and Colton Amis, both of Decatur. Not pictured are Hunter Huff of Forest and Devarus “Scooter” Walker of Hickory. Dianne O’Neill
serves as coach.

special to the tom-tom

Louisiana Softball Standout Signs With ECCC: Olivia Maher
(seated center), a standout softball player at East Ascension High
School in Gonzales, La., is shown signing a national letter-of-intent
to continue her athletic career at East Central Community College.
Maher, an outfielder, has received numerous accolades in athletics
throughout her high school career. Shown with the new Lady Diamond Warrior for 2009-10 are (seated from left) her parents, Paige
and Mark Maher; and (standing from left) Amy Pitre, EAHS head
softball coach; and Randy Watts, school principal. Not pictured are
ECCC head softball coach Scott Hill and assistant Kristin Chaney
who were also present for the scholarship signing ceremony.

East Central Community
College will hold its annual Senior Days for area high school
seniors on April 7 and 8, 2009,
announced Joe Killens, Vice
President for Student Services.
“All area seniors are welcome to attend a day of entertainment and information,”
Killens said.
Activities begin with registration at Huff Auditorium
from 9 to 9:30 a.m. and end
with a complimentary lunch
at noon. All campus clubs
and organizations will have
information booths set up in

the Brackeen-Wood Physical
Education Building and advisors from academic, career and
technical programs will also be
available.
In addition, students will be
entertained by the Collegians,
Percussion
Ensemble
and
Ac’cents show choir.
“We look forward to visiting
with our district seniors and
providing information on why
they should make East Central
their college choice,” Killens
added.
Schools scheduled to attend
on Tuesday, April 7, include
Carthage, Carthage Christian,
Edinburg, Grace Christian,
Louisville, Morton Christian,

Nanih Waiya, Neshoba Central, Newton County, Newton
County Academy, Noxapater,
South Leake and Thomastown.
Those scheduled to attend
on Wednesday, April 8 are seniors from All Saints Academy,
Choctaw Central, Forest, Lake,
Leake Academy, Morton, Newton, Philadelphia, Pine Grove
Academy, Scott Central, Sebastopol, Union and Winston
Academy.
For more information, contact the Office of Student Services at 601-635-2111, ext. 205,
or toll free 877-462-3222, ext.
205. The e-mail address is jkillens@eccc.edu.
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ECCC Students Receiving Who’s Who Honor: These EC students were named to Who’s Who Among Students in American Junior
Colleges for the 2008-09 school year. The students were nominated for the honor by faculty and staff, with selection based on academic
achievement and involvement in extracurricular clubs and organizations. Honorees and their hometowns include (first row, from left) Anna
Laurie Ezelle, Union; Emily Thrash, Sebastopol; Sherry Weeks, Noxapater; Josh Dickerson, Union; Shaun Cooper, Decatur; Anna Munn,
Collinsville; Sidney Gutierrez, Chunky; Jessica Galloway, Union; Brittany Cushman, Forest; and Windie Poston, Philadelphia; (second row,
from left) Briana Edison, Collins; Genny Freeman, Laurel; Amber Smith, Union; Megan Munn, Decatur; Caiti Slay, Forest; Emilee Lanier,
Little Rock; Kylie Rigdon, Union; Lacy McMurry and Kasey Crutcher, both of Edinburg; Angela Valentine, Hickory; and Reva Coate, Chunky;
(third row, from left) Calli Cumberland, Decatur; Adrienne Bird, Morton; Candi Vance, Decatur; Ben Thames, Newton; Drew Harrison, Little
Rock; Aaron Morrison, Newton; Anna Johnson, Union; Brooke Barrett, Sebastopol; Tammy Plaisance, Union; and Donovan Tate, Hattiesburg; and (fourth row, from left) Allen Cheek, Carrollton; Timothy Maloney, Meridian; Tyler Nicholson and Derek Crenshaw, both of Philadelphia; Kolby Sisson, Noxapater; Jonathan Federick, Hickory; Aaron Mann, Carthage; Nicole Dunavant, Newton; and Austin Crouther,
Decatur. Also selected but not pictured are Courtney Albritton, Ethel; Dustin Alley, McDonough, Ga.; Dekota Anthony, Jordon Clark, Spencer Dickerson, Kim Foy, Doug Kelley, Brandi Mathes and Marsha Payne, all of Philadelphia; Paula Bounds, Rose Hill; Tyler Hansford, Anna
Johnson, Daniel Johnson, Leslie Mangrum and Krystle Wolverton, all of Union; Autumn Durant, Preston; Sarah Eakes, Little Rock; Jasen
Fairley, Collins; Joy Hayes and Kyle Killens, both of Decatur; Lolita Jordan, Newton; Joshua Luckett, Carthage; Laken Morgan and Kristi
Stapp, both of Louisville; Beth Stephens, Lawrence; Devarus Walker, Hickory; and Ashlyn Dunn, Pelahatchie.

Sophomore Warriors Honored: Sophomore members of the East
Central Community College men’s basketball team were recognized
during “Sophomore Appreciation Night” held Monday, Feb. 16 during
the final home games for 2008-09. The honored Warriors received
various gifts and were joined by family members for the special
presentation held between games with Pearl River Community College. Honorees and their respective high schools include (from left)
Josh Luckett, Carthage; Rod Lofton and Rico Jones, both of Forest;
and Devarus “Scooter” Walker, Newton County. The Warriors are
led by third-year head coach Maurice Bowie and first-year assistant
Cornelius Gilleylen.

special to the tom-tom

ECCC Sophomore Centralettes Honored: These members of the
East Central Community College Centralettes, the dance line for
the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band, were recognized during “Sophomore Appreciation Night” held Monday, Feb. 6 during the final home
basketball games for 2008-09. Honorees were presented roses
and other gifts during the special presentation held between games
with Pearl River Community College. Honorees and their respective high schools are (kneeling from left) Tiffany Thomas (captain),
Winston Academy; Brooke Culpepper, Scott Central; Anna Johnson
and Jessica Galloway, both of Union; and (standing from left) Erica
Dowell and Lacy McMurry (captain), both of Edinburg; Candi Vance,
Newton County; Lana Adkins and Krystle Wolverton, both of Union;
Becky Culpepper, Scott Central; and Nicole Dunavant, Newton
County. Nichol Hillman is in her third year as Centralette coordinator/
choreographer.
special to the tom-tom

Frankie J. Johnson/CMRC

ECCC Nursing students attended orientation day at Central Mississippi Residential Center (CMRC) in Newton. The students began clinical
students recently at CMRC. Pictured are: (front row, from left) Christy Savell, instructor; Sherry Huie, Hailey Walker, Jessica Leach, Shae
Hopkins, Stacy Svihla, Debbie Lawrence-Vowell, Betsy Powell, Nioka Gillis, Holley Lindsay and Brittni Cazier; (second row, from left) Brittany Harrison, Sable Smith, Lindsey Jones, Hope Cole, Angie Massey, Renea Hardy, Chassidy Smith, Melissa Rowell, Brandi Kennedy,
Amanda Spears, Paige Lashley, Gladys Edmond, Connie Savell, Erica Jenkins, Regina Hope, Angie Gray, Amelia Salley, Emily Baysinger,
Brandi Chambers, Shannon Gregory, Lesley Porter, Rachelle Graham, Wendy Crumbley, Krista Phillips, Michelle Pugh, Lacey Joyner,
Melissa Etie, Kristy Chamblee, Denny Bryan, Tanya Sistrunk, Robin Willis, Jackie Wright, Krystle Wolverton and Taylor Thames; (back row,
from left) Austin Crouther, Rose Eichelberger, Tim Siebel, Michael Cox, Tanner Long, Clay Cockrell and Terry Lightheart.

EC sophomore cheerleaders Anna Munn (left) of West
Lauderdale and Kayla Adcock of
Winston Academy were recognized during “Sophomore Appreciation Night” held Monday,
Feb. 6 during the final home
basketball games for 2008-09.
The honorees received various
gifts at the special presentation,
held between games with Pearl
River Community College. Huellen Watson is in her third season
as coach of the squad.
special to the tom-tom

special to the tom-tom

Sophomore members of the East Central Community College women’s basketball team were recognized during “Sophomore Appreciation Night” Monday, Feb. 16 during the final home games for 200809. The honored Lady Warriors received roses, photo plaques and other gifts and were joined by family
members for the special presentation held between games with Pearl River Community College. Honorees and their respective high schools Include (from left) student assistant Courtney James, Magee; Allison Phillips (15), Leake Academy; Rashima Jenkins (12), Airline H.S., Bossier City, La.; Sha Coleman
(11), Newton County; Katherine Taylor (55), Carthage; Mystee Dale (21), Choctaw Central; and Alisha
McAfee (23), Northwest Rankin. The Lady Warriors are the defending Region 23 champions and are led
by fourth-year head coach Bill Smith and first-year assistant Kristin Chaney.

ECCC Presents Gifts for
Needy Children: Christmas
came a little early for residents
of the Sunbelt Christian Youth
Ranch near Lake, thanks to the
generosity of students and staff
members at ECCC. Numerous
bags of toys, clothes, candy and
other food items were presented
Dec. 18 to the youngsters from
representatives of the College’s
Phi Beta Lambda chapter, an
organization for business students. From left are PBL service
committee members Lachelle
Moss of Decatur and Katrina Bell
of Conehatta; chapter adviser
Judith Hutt; Brock Price; adviser
Ruth Gregory; Sierra Price;
house parent Angie Price; Talon
Price; and house parent Caleb
Price. In addition to the Price
children, eight other children
reside at the ranch. Phi Beta
Lambda selected the Sunbelt
Christian Youth Ranch as its
community service project this
year.
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Kennedy shares mission
ECCC Cheerleader Brandon Kennedy goes on mission to Peru. PAGE 22
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BRITTANY IOVERN/ASSISTANT EDITOR
ECCC nursing major Alejandra Ben of Philadelphia tries to fight off
H1N1 Swine Flu by keeping up good hygiene.

Students Should Take

Precautions Against

H1N1 Swine Flu
prevention of the disease.
BY BRITTANY LOVERN
According to Wikipedia, the
Assistant Editor
transmission of the disease to
Flu season is quickly ap¬ humans from swine is not a
proaching; with new Swine Flu common transition and does not
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standard precautions to pre¬ c o n t a m i - ► Hand washing is
nation of the #1 preventive,
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The first case of the H1N1 victims Wash for at least 20
Swine Flu was reported in Ox- by HlNl seconds with soap and
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See FLU, PAGE 23

ECCC Police Investigate

Recent Armed Robbery
$250 Reward
for Information
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The newly organized police
department of East Central
Community College is continu¬
ing to investigate an armed rob¬
bery which resulted in the inju¬
ry of one person. Vice President
for Student Services Joe Killens
reported to students, faculty
and staff via e-mail that at ap¬
proximately 12:15 a.m. on Sept.
17 on the east side of Todd Hall,
a male residence hall, four in¬

dividuals approached a vehicle
occupied by four EC students
and one former student and
brandished a pistol and robbed
four of the occupants of money.
The driver of the car was struck
in the head with the butt of the
pistol. The assailants left on
foot through the parking lot on
the west side of Winston Hall.
Killens also stated in the email, there was no information
that would indicate whether
or not the suspects are ECCC
Students. The EC Police De¬
partment is working with the
Decatur Police Department on
See ROBBERY, PAGE 16

ECCC 2009 Homecoming Court: Members of the 2009 Homecoming Court and their respective high schools include (front
row, from left) sophomore maids Anna Fulton and Kimberly Blackwell, both of Nanih Waiya; queen Reshetta Benton, Forest; maid-of-honor
Hannah Lee, Leake Academy; and sophomore maid Alison Lowery, Winston Academy; and (back row, from left) freshmen maids Sarah
Breland, Neshoba Central; Alexis Young, Breanna Foley and Celia Boggan, all of Newton County.

Special
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Homecoming honorees for
2009 were recently announced
at East Central Community
College and will be among spe¬
cial groups recognized at the
annual celebration scheduled
Saturday, Oct. 3 on the Decatur
campus.
Mary Rosalyn Rogers Folks
(Class of 1964) of Picayune
and Jack H. Winstead (Class of
1956) of Lawrence were named
Alumna and Alumnus of the
Year, respectively, and Donald
Acton (Class of 1953) of Knoxville, TN and Wanda Blackwell
McPhail (Class of 1971) of Collinsville are slated for induction
into the College's Athletic Hall

Honorees
of Fame, according to Stacey
Hollingsworth, executive direc¬
tor for foundation and alumni
relations.
Hollingsworth said various
alumni groups will also be rec¬
ognized, including members of
basketball teams coached by
Joe Clark (1964-1976) and Mar¬
ty Cooper (1991-1998); and cast
members of designated musi¬
cals directed by Bruce Peterson
(Camelot, 1974; Mame, 1979;
Carousel, 1982; and Oklahoma,
1985).
Reunion meetings are sched¬
uled for the Class of 1949 and
the combined Classes of 1957,
1958 and 1959, which meet
each year. Fiftieth anniversary
diplomas will be presented to
the 1959 Class by ECCC Presi¬

Textbook
BY ASHLEY DUMAS
Staff Writer
As many students on the East Central
campus know, the price of college textbooks
is steadily rising each semester.
Freshman Colby Harvey of Newton said
"the cost of college textbooks are way too
high, and I'm only going to use these books
for one semester and cannot sell them back
because of the No-Buy-Back rules set by
my instructors."
Just remember it is not the fault of the
school that the prices are going up. The
price of a textbook depends on how much
the publisher charges the school. Once the
bookstore receives the books they place a
general markup, which is less than most
university bookstores owned by companies
such as Barnes and Noble, and also add in

A record 2,841 students have
enrolled in fall classes at East
Central Community College,
announced Donna Luke, dean
of admissions, records and re¬
search.
The new record surpasses the
previous mark of 2,735 students
who registered fall classes in
2004.

dent Dr. Phil A. Sutphin during
a ceremony at 10:30 a.m. in the
Vickers Fine Arts Center.
The day's activities begin
with a 5K Run/Walk scheduled
at 7:30 a.m. at the North Cam¬
pus Pavilion.
Registration for homecoming
activities begins at 9 a.m. on
the East Mall Patio near Mabry
Memorial Cafeteria.
Following registration, alum¬
ni are encouraged to visit the
Memorabilia Room in Burton
Library, which will be open
from 9 to 11 a.m.
Hollingsworth said a new
activity added to homecoming
festivities includes tailgating,
music and other events sched¬
uled from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
north campus pavilion.

The annual Warrior Club
meeting is set for 11 a.m. in the
Board Room, located in the Vin¬
cent Administration Building.
All supporters of Warrior ath¬
letics are encouraged to attend
the meeting.
The Alumni Luncheon, during
which the honorees receive spe¬
cial recognition, begins at noon
in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria.
Honorees will also be recog¬
nized at 2 p.m. on the football
field, prior to the Warriors'
homecoming battle at 2:30 p.m.
with Northeast Mississippi
Community College.
For more information contact
Stacey Hollingsworth, 601-6352111 or call toll free, 877-4623222, ext. 327. Her e-mail ad¬
dress is sholling@eccc.edu.

Prices
on The
Rise
a shipping cost.
According to the May-June 2005 issue of
The College Store Magazine, "Today the col¬
lege textbook market is dominated by five
companies, which publish approximately
80 percent of the titles sold in an average
college store." If the school is limited to the
companies they can order from it makes it
harder to find cheap reliable books for stu¬
dents.
Students also need to realize that by ap¬
plying early for financial aid and complet¬
ing online registration on time would be
helpful not only to them, but also to the
staff in the bookstore. If a student applies
the previous May-June for financial aid*
and is accepted, then they have an excel¬
ASHIIY DUMAS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
lent chance at being first in line on the first Keeping up with the constant flow of text
day to charge,' if the students are willing books, Sophomore Cody Gotten adds books
See BOOKS, PAGE 16 to inventory at ECCC Bookstore.

College Announces
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Announced

The fall 2009 enrollment is
also a 258-student increase
compared to the 2008 fall term,
when 2,583 students enrolled at
the College.
ECCC President Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin attributes economic
conditions and the College's
"affordable tuition and quality
staff as reasons for the record
enrollment.
"During economic down turns,

Record Enrollment
college enrollment usually in¬
creases as people who may have
lost their jobs are going to col¬
lege to learn another trade or
enter a new profession. Some
also return to the classroom to
receive specialized training to
improve their workforce skills,"
Dr. Sutphin said. "Of course we
offer an educational bargain
at East Central, with tuition
at $800 per semester. We also

have an excellent faculty and
staff who are committed to serv¬
ing students of all ages."
East Central serves Leake,
Neshoba, Newton, Scott and
Winston counties.
For more information con¬
tact the Office of Admissions,
Records and Research, 601635-2111 or call toll free, 877462-3222, ext. 205. The email
address is dluke@eccc.edu.
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STRIKE-A-POSE

Fox-Smith Applies Positive Attitude
By ANNA ALEXANDER
Staff Writer
Whose office has bright blue
walls and zebra print curtains? It's
the same teacher who has taught
Human Growth and Develop¬
ment and Psychology at ECCC
since 2004. Who am I talking
about? Susan Fox-Smith,that's
who! If you've ever been inside
her office,just once even, I doubt
that you've forgotten it! I don't
think there's any other office on
campus that is as cheery and up¬
lifting to walk into, but it's not just
about the design. It's a reflection
of Fox-Smith's positive personal¬
ity and positive attitude towards
life! Read on and you might just
discover something about her
you never would've imagined.
Quick Facts
Born in:Jackson
Grewupin:Edinburg
Family life: Married to Bill
Smith from Philadelphia, with
three children; Andy, Chandler
and Mackie
Favorite subject to teach:
Psychology
Favorite movie: Gone with the
Wind
Favorite music: Country
Interesting facts: Did you know
that Fox-Smith used to drag
race? If she could be anything
she wanted, she would be a race
car driver. Mrs. Fox-Smith gradu¬
ated with the last class known
officially as East Central "Junior"
College, with a broken back!
Hobbies: Her children
Free time activities: She enjoys
sitting in solitude renewing her
soul. She also enjoys working on
the family cabin they own at the
Neshoba County Fair.

Maske,

Strait

Share

Quick

Facts

By Hannah McCloud
Staff Writer

FOX-SMITH
What inspired her to become
a teacher: She said/The fact that
psychology deals with every¬
thing and it affects everyone."
She also said,"l love listening to
my students."
College Alma Mater: Graduat¬
ed from EGC with an A A degree,
BA degrees in Physical Education
and Elementary Education from
Mississippi State University and
a Master's degree in Counseling
Psychology at Mississippi College.
Fox-Smith is definitely an
extraordinary teacher with an
extraordinary lease on life. She
also has an important message
to share with all of us ECCC stu¬
dents. As I was interviewing her
for this article, she pointed to the
sign that hangs in her bright and
beautiful office that sids/'Find joy
in every journey." Fox-Smith said,
"Life takes you so many different
places, good and bad, but you
have to look for the positives, not
the negatives!" Fox-Smith has
found joy in all of her journeys,
her journey as a wife and mother,
a teacher and even a drag car
racer! No matter where your life
leads you, she encourages you to
do the same.

Austin Maske
Freshman
Computer Programming
Newton
1 .What's your favorite
color? Black
2.What is your favorite
class this semester? Visual
Basics
3.What is your least favor¬
ite class this semester? Col¬
lege Algebra
4.What kind pf phone do
you have? LG Vu
5.What is your favorite war
movie? Saving Private Ryan
6.What is your biggest
fear? Spiders
7.What is the one thing you
like to do on the weekends?
Going to the movies with my
girlfriend
S.What are you looking
forward to this year? The end
of the year
9.What is your favorite
song? Citizen/Soldier - 3 Doors
Down
10.lf you were marooned
on deserted island and you
could have four things, what
would they be?
My girlfriend, M-16, a lot of
ammo and a combat knife.
Cody Strait
Sophomore
Music- emphasis on Vocals
Currently reside in Hickory
1 .What's your favorite
color? Heliotrope-

Did
jP"

MASKE, STRAIT

2.What is your favorite
class this semester? Music
Theory
S.What is your least favor¬
ite class this semester? Every
class on a day that ends with "Y"
4.What kind of phone do
you have? iPhone
5.What is your favorite war
movie? Windtalkers
6.What is your biggest

you

fear? That a man in a Barney
suit will tie me to a chair and
quote Shakespeare in the Bar¬
ney voice
7.What is the one thing you
like to do on the weekends?
Homework
S.What are you looking
forward to this year? Driving
to Missouri to see my friend
and my love,

Carolyn Watson.
9.What is your favorite
song? Lay Em' Down - NeedtoBreathe
10.lf you were marooned
on deserted island and you
could have four things, what
would they be?
Bible, Rambo knife, satellite
phone, and spare batteries

know?

■
MUW is ranked 7th by U.S. News & World Report among Southern institutions for

Ship 1
flff *;t

strong commitment to teaching.
U.S. News & World Report also ranks MUW as the 34th Best University in the
Master's Southern category - the highest ranking of any university in Mississippi.
Kiplinger s Personal Finance magazine named MUW 54 of 100 top colleges in
America.
MUW is ranked 8th among the top 50 best values for public colleges and
universities by Consumer Digest.

At

MUW.

You get the feel of a private school at the price of a public school.

We have a personalized learning environment with a 14:1 student to faculty ratio
,

and classes that are taught by an outstanding faculty who will know you by name.

$
There are over 50 different challenging and innovative academic programs for you
to choose from including a highly acclaimed Nursing program, state of the art
Culinary Arts institute, a renown Education program as well as other noteworthy
programs including Speech Pathology, Music Therapy, Theatre, Business and Fine
Arts.

We offer over 80 different student organizations that are all designed to help you
develop your personal leadership style.

Mississippi

University

1.877.462.8439

Learn.

•

for

Women

www.muw.edu

Lead.

Live.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Students Winning National PBL Honors: Participating and winning honors in the National Phil Beta Lambda Competition
are the above students representing East Central Community College. Seated from left are Theta Chi members Lachelle Moss of Decatur,
fourth place, Community Service Project; Kim Amerson, also of Decatur, sixth place, Local Chapter Annual Business Report; Marlee Deweese of Philadelphia, fourth place, Small Business Plan; and Abby McMillin, Newton. Standing from left are chapter sponsors Kelly Cluff,
computer network support technology instructor and Ruth Gregory, business technology instructor; Zack Gibbs, Forest; Rebecca Rogers
of Chunky, third place, Free Enterprise Project; Morgan Deweese of Philadelphia, fourth place, Small Business Plan; Windie Poston of
Philadelphia, fourth place, Community Service Project; and Evan Summers-Jones of Walnut Grove, eighth place, Web site Development.
McMillin participated in the Public Speaking competition and Gibbs competed in Computer Applications. The ECCC chapter captured more
awards than any Mississippi Chapter and was recognized as one of only two Gold Seal Chapters in the state. The annual contest was held
in Anaheim, Calif.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Students Winning National SkillsUSA Medals:
These career-technical students at East Central Community College
received medals at the 2009 SkillsUSA National Leadership and
Skills Conference held during June in Kansas City, Missouri. Award
winners included (from left) Courtney Craven of Louisville, Holly
Tanner of Ethel and Jermaine Glass of Louisville, who placed third in
the Occupational Safety and Health competition; and Patrick Grif¬
fin of Union, who also placed third in Major Appliance Repair. Also
receiving honors but not pictured are Brooke Barrett and Melissa
Kleinschmidt, both of Union, Magan Lancaster of Decatur, Mecklin Soules of Heidelberg, Kandance Smith of Collinsville, Takeila
Stephens of Meridian and Kimberly Wareing of Forest, who placed
fourth in the Opening and Closing Team competition; Marsha Reed
of Philadelphia and Jessica Smith of Forest, fourth-place winners in
Promotional Bulletin Board; Josh Steele of Newton, 10th, CNC Turn¬
ing; and Jonathan Chapman of Newton, who finished 22nd in Colli¬
sion Repair. ECCC tied with Meridian Community College for most
medalists from Mississippi.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
PBL Showcases chapter: During EC's Career and Technical Showcase, Phi Beta Lambda mem¬
bers enjoyed showcasing their chapter to local high school students. Shown above are PBL members
along with students from Neshoba Central High School. Pictured are: EC student Kim Amerson, Justine
Gifford, Whitney Jenkins, Ruby Stewart, Katie Dowdy, Kelly Williamson, Colton Eakes and Casey Shoe¬
maker, EC student.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
EC students assist local Crisis Pregancy Center: Phi Beta Lambda members from East
Central Community College, kicked off their 2009-2010 Community Service Project on September 19.
Each year members decide on a Community Service Project for their local chapter. This year's project
will include members assisting the Crisis Pregnancy Center in Philadelphia. On September 19, members
provided lunch for the workers at the new CPC site in Philadelphia. Six members assisted serving the
workers. The members provided sandwiches, chips, brownies and drinks for the men working at the site.
The chapter will also help the CPC by hosting a Baby Shower on EC's campus. The chapter will hold
the Baby Shower in the Tucker Applied Technology Building at 11 a.m. on October 13. Anyone wishing
to donate to the Baby Shower can contact Christy Ferguson at cferguson@eccc.edu or call 601-6356292 for more details.

We
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Students Promote Free Enterprise: East Central Community College, Phi Beta Lambda mem¬
bers kicked off their Free Enterprise Project on September 24. The PBL members visited a local high
school and taught a lesson on Free Enterprise. Shelly Thorns, computer instructor at Newton County
High School allowed the PBL members to come in and teach the lesson in her Desktop Publishing
classroom. Participants created an idea for a new business. Once they decided on the type of business
they had to design an advertisement. ABOVE: Students created "Paradise Grill" a local restaurant.
They were assisted with the project by Brittany Morrison, EC's PBL member who is co-chair for the Free
Enterprise Project. Pictured are: Erin McGaugh, Megan Holloway, Emily Skinner, Felicia Robinson, Ca¬
leb Raines, and Brittany Morrison. BELOW: Students created "Je t' aime" a local Italian restaurant. The
group advertisement included their specialty "food pasta and garlic cheese bread." The group was as¬
sisted by Kimberly Goodin who is co-chair for the Free Enterprise Project. Pictured are Fanceey Smith,
Kaitlin Dean, Leighanne Wright, Emily Davis, Casey Litchfield and Kimberly Goodin, EC student.

want

Your

News!

E-mail information about
your club/organization
to goclom@eccc.edu.
Send photos with identification
and any happenings.

A Student Publication of East Central Community College

Page 4

Warrior

The Tom-Tom

Viewpoints

ASK DR. PHIL

FROM THE EDITOR

President Gives Information on
A Look at

Health

Upcoming Projects, Political
Issues, Advice for Students

Care

BY RACHEL RAMIREZ
Editor

Reform

President Barack Obama's
first year in office has
showed progression in the
United States. He has passed
acts that have been for a good
cause. The progresses that he
has established are:
► Signing the Children's
Health Insurance Reauthorization Act on February 4, 2009,
this provides quality care to 11
million kids- this benefited four
million children who were not
insured.
► The President's American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act protects health coverage for
seven million Americans who
lose their jobs through a 65 per¬
cent COBRA subsidy to make
coverage affordable.
► The Recovery Act also in¬
vests $19 billion in computer¬
ized medical records that will
help reduce costs and improve
quality while ensuring patients'
privacy. This also provides
$1 billion for prevention and
wellness to improve Ameri¬
ca's health and to help reduce
health care costs. More than a
billion dollars will be given for
research to give doctors tools
to make the best treatment
decisions for their patients by
giving them information about
their health problem, and $500
million for health workforce to
help train for future nurses and
doctors (Health Care).
Although these progressions
benefit our country, will the
new Health Care Reform ben¬
efit or hurt the country even
more? President Barack Obama
states to Congress and U.S. citi¬
zens, "I suffer no illusions that
this will be an easy process. It
will be hard. But I also know
that nearly a century after Ted¬
dy Roosevelt first called for re¬
form, the cost of our health care
has weighed down our economy
and the conscience of our nation
long enough. So let there be no
doubt: health care reform can¬
not wait, it must not wait, and
"it will not wait another year"
(White House- Health Care
Reform). Obviously from this
statement President Obama is
determined to have this reform
passed in Congress.
The reason behind the health
care reform is to make sure

that every American has some
kind of health insurance. Since
health care costs are rapidly in¬
creasing, these costs are hurt¬
ing family, business and gov¬
ernment budgets.
"I think we are in desperate
need of a health care reform,
but I think we are a long way
from having a conclusion on it"
said Lisa Gorgas, ECCC Nurs¬
ing member. Unfortunately,
Gorgas is right about the coun¬
try being a long way from a con¬
clusion because when President
Obama talked strategy to the
Democratic leaders, a moderate
Democrat stated that he could
no longer support the idea. The
strategy was to have a gov¬
ernment- run plan to compete
with private insurers. Another
plan that was rejected, but by
the president was the Baucus
Plan. According to the article,
"Fines proposed for going with¬
out health insurance," found on
the main headlines from http://
www.yahoo.com discusses the
Baucus plan. "The Baucus plan
would require insurers to take
all applicants, regardless of age
or health. But smokers would be
charged higher premiums. And
60 year-olds could be charged
five times as much for a policy
as 20 year-olds" (Fines proposed
for going without health insur¬
ance). The Baucus plan obvi¬
ously did not satisfy President
Obama.
The great thing about a health
care reform would be that ev¬
erybody would have health in¬
surance and that the govern¬
ment and taxpayers will not
have to pay for someone else's
medical bill, but the problem to
this plan is that not everybody
can afford health insurance.
Obama is trying to find solu¬
tions and different routes to go
about trying to have affordable
insurance for those than cannot
afford it now, but unfortunately
finding the solution to the prob¬
lem will either hurt the people
or the government. Hopefully in
the end, President Obama will
come out triumphant in finding
solution for his Health Care Re¬
form.
—Rachel Ramirez
Editor
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OTHER VIEWS

Whose Life is it anyway?
Deciding the right major
is not always easy, but
what do you do when
your parents try to dictate what
your major will be?
Most students are in school
with financial support from
their parents. Because of that,
parents can make some stipula¬
tions on many things students
do, such as going home on week¬
ends, living in a dorm or com¬
muting and other things. But
how far is too far and who is the
one getting the education?
Talking with your parents
about what you want and hope
for with your schooling can be a
good thing. I, myself, have dis¬
cussed what I plan on and hope
for with my life and education
many times with my parents.
But that is just it, I talked with
them. I made the final decision
and gained their support. I was
lucky.
Yet, many students do not
have that parental support.
My friend in particular tried to
discuss with her parents what
she wanted in a major and they
completely shut her down. Not
only did they disaprove of what
field she wants to study, but
they informed her of what she

would major in or refuse to help
her pay for college.
One could easily say it's their
money, but it's her education.
No matter what decision she,
and anyone in the same situa¬
tion, makes she will face many
obstacles.
So whose life is it? How do you
decide what to do when faced
with a problem like this? Do
you do as your parents want or
say good-bye and live your life
without their help? If you're the
one going to school should you
not be the one to choose what
you study?
It is just wrong for parents to
go that far in telling you what
their child can major in. They
do not seem to understand what
they can lose by tell their child
what schooling they must have.
If my parents had done that I
would have been on my own
for college. Not only that but I
would cut off any contact with
them. What I want to do with
my life is my choice, not my
mommy and daddy's. I can de¬
cide what will make my happy
far better than they can. After
all, whose life is it anyway?
—Kate Moody
Staff Writer

PAGES OF THE PAST
OCTOBER 1999
► Phase one of student union
completed.
► Melanie Laird Gilmore
named nursing program direc¬
tor.
► Lashanta Lyles of Morton
named Homecoming Queen.
► Dr. Lisa McMillan joins
East Central's staff.

► Lt. Gen. Glenn Walker
chosen as ECJC's Alumnus of
the year.

OCTOBER 1989
► Umeki "Tuttie" Edwards
of Jonesboro, La. named home¬
coming queen.
► Dr. Eddie M. Smith named
alumnus of the year.
► More parking provided on
campus.
► Karla Munn from Beulah
Hubbard named feature twirler.

OCTOBER 1959
V Ovid Vickers and East
Central students put on a pro¬
duction of "The Diary of Ann
Franks."
► EC Tom-Tom staffers host
JC Press Conference.
► Patsy Dunigan elected as
homecoming queen.

OCTOBER 1979
► Leisa Richardson named
homecoming queen for the 19791980 academic school year.
► Enrollment tops eight
hundred. Eight hundred and
four students enrolled for fall
semester.

OCTOBER 1969
► Deborah Pierce elected
homecoming queen for the
1969-1970 academic year.
► New library enlarged and
redecorated.

What are some precau¬
tions that ECCC is taking to
prevent the H1N1 Swine Flu
from spreading throughout
the campus?
Nurse Gloria Rigdon has
prepared a poster to distribute
around campus that provides in¬
formation helpful in slowing the
spread of the H1N1 virus. We
have also received grant funds
to purchase items to retard the
spread of germs. As written on
the poster, good hygiene is the
best prevention.
Will there be any projects
DR. PHIL A. SUTPHIN
in the near future with having
more female dormitories?
Our long range plans for the College include a new dorm beside
Barber Hall. Funding for the construction will require a loan, but
before we can obtain the loan, the College must pay off its current
loan on previous projects. A new dorm is several years in the fu¬
ture.
Where will the construction site occur for the new sci¬
ence building?
The contract for the construction of the Davis Science Building
should be complete soon and construction hopefully will begin be¬
fore the end of the month if not by early October. The site will be to
the west of Founders Gym and across the street from Cross Hall. It
will occupy the current parking lot at that location.
Will this affect student parking?
Yes, the streets around the construction site will be blocked and
fenced. There will be no through traffic from west of Cross Hall
around the corner at Winston Hall to just beyond the northwest cor¬
ner of Founders Gym. All parking and traffic will be restricted to
the construction company within this area. Because of the danger
involved no students will be permitted in the construction area. See
question 6 for alternative parking.
Will there be more parking lots in the near future?
The Newton County Board of Supervisors is preparing the site
west of Todd Hall and MDOT will do the paving. This new lot will
be a little larger that the lot lost to the construction of the Davis Sci¬
ence Building. The College will also pave the lot south of the AD/
Childcare Building to make parking more efficient. So, overall the
College should have additional parking spaces available, although
not as close to the tenter of campus:
Do you believe college students will be effected if the
Health Care Reform is passed?
The proposed health care plan has many components and there
is still a lot of debate that must precede any final decision. Quality
affordable health care is the goal and the debate is over what that
should look like. Whatever the outcome, students of today will be
citizens of tomorrow and your world will be shaped by the decisions
made today.
What are your predictions about next year's enrollment?
Will it increase or decrease?
I anticipate a continued growth in enrollment. This increase will
be driven by the need to improve skills in an ever-changing economy
and the value for the money one receives at a community college.
What advice would you give to the incoming freshmen
about their classes?
Attend. Work with your adviser on the classes you need to meet
your goals. Spend the time required to successfully complete the ex¬
pectations of the classes you take. With the remaining time seek out
opportunities to serve others and enjoy being a college student.

OTHER VIEWS

Confusion Due to Lack

of Campus Street Names
ave you ever tried to
get from point A to
H point B without mark¬
ers or street signs? Or even
worse than that, have you ever
tried to tell someone else how
to get there? Most of us have.
I can personally say that it is
not easy. In fact, it's just about
impossible. Because of this, we
need street signs on campus.
There are too many streets
and not enough ways to tell
them apart from one another.
Students and staff have such a
hard time trying to give direc¬
tions to someone that is unfa¬
miliar with the campus because
we have to use landmarks and
not everybody knows which
dorm is the boy's dorm at the
end of the street.

While that sounds funny to
some and you may be asking
yourself, why someone would
give directions that sound like
that, the reality is that is the
only way to give directions
when you are on East Central's
campus.
There has been talk through¬
out the years about naming the
streets, but as of yet, nothing
has been done about it. I think
it is time that we take action
and get the ball rolling, so that
we don't have incoming fresh¬
men getting lost while trying
to get to class on the first day
of the semester solely because
they can't find the right street.
—Tiffany Lowery
Staff Writer

If you would like to submit a letter
to the editor, question for
Dr. Phil or a guest column, please

OCTOBER 1949
► Indian Chief comes to East
Central Junior College and per¬
forms and plays a real tom¬
tom.
► Warriors trounce Booneville Griddlers, 31-13.
—Tiffany Lowery
Staff Writer

e-mail them to godom@eccc.edu
or bring them to the lower level
of Huff Auditorium to the Student
Publications Room.
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Smoking
Life is stressful. No one knows this
better than a college student. We
have deadlines, homework, tests,
research papers, clubs, projects, labs
and countless other responsibilities.
Stress is just part of our daily lives. On
college campuses, as well as with ev¬
eryone else, how people deal with this
stress differs from person to person.
One popular way to deal is smoking.
"Smoking is just a safer way to deal
with the stress of being a student. I
mean it's not like drinking or doing
drugs, and there is no jittery with¬
drawals if you want to quit. Of course
you do get cranky and snap at people,
but you don't always feel like you have

A

Negative

to have a cigarette. All you really get is
a headache as a nic-fit," said a smoker
student, who we will call Michael. But
not everyone agrees with his views.
Another student, this one a nonsmoker who we will call Rose had this
to say, "Yeah, some people smoke to
relieve stress but it is not necessar¬
ily that safe. A close family member
of mine died from brain cancer that
was blamed on cigarettes." Rose goes
on to say that she believes there is a
definite link between cigarettes and
cancer, but she does not think that
propaganda claiming that cigarettes
contain poisons like Acetone, Formal¬
dehyde and Cyanide is true. "It's just

Effect

silly to honestly think these would be
in the cigarettes. I mean, sure, they
[cigarettes] kill people, but if they con¬
tained these poisons people would be
dying a lot faster," claimed Rose. On
this point, Michael agreed with her.
"I agree. Seriously, would the gov¬
ernment actually let a product with
poisons in it be on the market. That's
just nonsense," Michael said in re¬
sponse to Rose.
Another point that both Rose and
Michael agreed on was how hard it was
for someone to quit smoking. "College
is just too stressful," said Michael. "I
know that when the day ends, I almost
need one." Rose replied,"! may not

of

Stress?

smoke but my friends do. One keeps
saying that he will quit but just can't
seem to."
Michael said, "It's the nicotine that
essentially keeps you hooked. What
gets you started smoking is the origi¬
nal buzz that feels so good, but what
keeps you smoking is definitely the
nicotine."
Rose concurred, regarding her caf¬
feine addiction, "The only way I can
describe how cigarettes work, because
I have never smoked, is cigarettes are
like caffeine for people like me. I'm
totally addicted to caffeine. Of course
there are no withdrawals if I decided
to not consume caffeine any more, but

technically it's the same."
Both students clearly express that
these are just their opinions. Both
clearly stand on their side of the line;
Michael with the smokers and Rose
with the nonsmokers. Both agree that
there are pros and cons to dealing with
stress by smoking. Both clearly will
not be swayed by opposing views ei¬
ther. Many other students who place
themselves on either side of this line
feel just as strong about their views.
Passion runs deep in the students,
even if that passion is for a quick buzz
between classes.
—Stephanie Lunsford
Staff Writer

OTHER VIEWS

Students

In my opinion, texting and
driving is dangerous as well
as idiotic and unfortunately
it is something the majority of
teenagers do.
So many teens text and drive
today and sometimes the re¬
sults are fatal to the texter, as
well as those around him or her.

Should

Use

There has been a video going
around on Youtube, as well as
other places on the Web, about
a young girl and her friends and
the results of texting and driv¬
ing. I have seen the video and
must admit I was sickened by
the gruesomeness of the wreck.
It has made me stop and think

Caution Texting While

about what I am doing when I
pick up my phone with the in¬
tention of texting while I drive.
While I do not have a link for
the video, finding the video is
relatively simple. You can use
any search engine and simply
type "texting and driving" into
the search engine box and hit

Driving

put down the phones while we
drive. Anything you're saying
can wait a few minutes be¬
cause if you don't it could have
to wait a lifetime.
—Tiffany Lowery
Staff writer

before you do so.
No one wants to be held re¬
sponsible for the death of a
stranger much less a friend or
loved one; yet if we are not care¬
ful, this is exactly what could
happen if we text and drive. So
let's be responsible and take
into consideration others and

enter. I assure you the video
will be there, and personally
I think that all drivers should
see it, not just teens but adults
as well.
One thing for certain, even
if the video doesn't make you
stop texting while you drive, it
will at least make you hesitate

OTHER VIEWS

Students
East Central Community
College begins with fire
safety on campus. It
was discovered that last year
the campus safety wasn't up
to code, according to the State
Fire Marshal's office plans
have been put into motion on

Should Take
to solve this problem.
One of these plans includes
fire drills and evacuations.
Jonathan Peeples, director of
student life and public safety
is leading the operations with
the help of a few people who
specialize in fire safety train¬

Precautions

ing. The drills will take place
randomly throughout the se¬
mester. The purpose of these
drills is to help assure stu¬
dent's safety by teaching them
what to do in case of an emer¬
gency.
The newly formed fire safety

With

committee also hopes that the
drills will make students more
aware of the alarms. Since the
beginning of the semester, stu¬
dents have been setting off the
fire alarms and as a result, no
one is paying any attention to
them. This in its self is a seri¬

Fire

ous danger. Therefore, accord¬
ing to state law. Tthe drills
and other fire safety regula¬
tions will be put into effect in
an effort to improve the level
of safety on campus.
After a talk with Peeples,
he said the drills are to help

Alarms
improve safety and it would be
a lot better if people wouldn't
pull the alarms. So it looks like
from now on they are taking a
harder stand on safety.
—Zachary Eaves
Staff writer

OTHER VIEWS

Students

Sell
If you

or someone you

know is

A.
Car

Decals

in
Talking about suicide
Writing about suicide

Memory

of

Burt
Thinking about suicide

Landon Burt (1990-2008)
was born to Bryan and
Mary Burt on Jan. 8,
1990. He started his schooling
at Newton County Academy in
K-4. He met and made a lot of
friends but there was one guy,
Cody Cotton, he came to love
as a brother. Burt and Cotton
went through school together
and were the best of friends.
Burt had a lot of friends, some
close and some far. He gradu¬
ated with the class of '08 from
Newton County Academy as
one of the top of his class.
Burt has touched a lot of peo¬
ple in many different ways. His
Facebook page was his land¬
ing ground with many Bible
verses, quotes and sayings. He
had more than 1,000 friends on
Facebook. Even though he was
very popular, he kept up with
his studies and church. He was
very involved in his church. He
went to many camps. Burt also
was involved in the ECCC Bap¬
tist Student Union.
It was Burt's first semester
at EC when he drowned at the
College lake while filming an
inspirational video for BSU.
The crowd at the lake the night
of the accident was amazing.
There was a lot of support for

Po/i't keep it a secret

ehatter the eiiencei

For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
BURT
his parents and brother, David.
Since the time of the accident
David has designed and sold
more than 700 T-shirts which
raised more than $12,000 for
a ECCC BSU scholarship in
Burt's name.
Burt was the best person I
have ever known. To raise addi¬
tional funds for the scholarship,
I am also selling car decals.
They are approximately 12 xl3
inches and are red. To place
an order, contact Leif Miller
at 601-416-8743 and if there is
no answer, leave a number and
your call will be returned.
—Leif Miller
Staff Writer

at 1-600-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department
of Mental Health at 1-377-210-3513 or visit
\wvw.dmh.ms.govfor more information.

Supporting % Botttr Tpiiionrow«..7o<4®y
The Secret Yoi
Shouldn't Keep

Funding for thip project wae mads avgilable through the Sub&tanctf Abuee and
Mtfntal Health Servlcee- Adminiatration'e (6AMHSA) Hurrlcune-Katrin,!
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grante. The vlewe nnd opinions contained In
the publication do not neceeearily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.!:>. De¬
partment of hea'th and Human Services, and ehould not be conatrued as
such.

|DMH
Mississippi Department of Mental Health
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Terms

By GUNNAR GENTRY
Staff Writer
Have you ever been in an office
and heard a senior worker use a crazy
technological term and you have
had no idea what he or she is tak¬
ing about? Even if you understand
these terms you probably shouldn't
use them because they will make you
seem old and outdated.
In the mid-90s a popular term for
an Internet based private network
was the "intranet." It was also used to
describe an internal Web site that was
hosted behind a firewall and was only
accessible to employees.
PointCast Network was software
that sent a steady stream of news to

No

a subscriber.This was known as "Push
Technology." It required so much
bandwidth, how much information
is sent to a computer through the
Internet, which it eventually had to be
updated. RSS, or Really Simple Syndi¬
cation, evolved from push technology,
and is still the preferred method for
publishing information to internet
subscribers.
"Application Service Provider" (ASP)
refers to a vendor hosting a software
application and providing access to it
over the Internet.The service is usu¬
ally bought as a subscription rather
than a client owning it and operating
it themselves. SaaS or Software-as-aService replaced the ASP term and is
now understood as Cloud-Comput-

longer
mg.
Former Apple CEO John Sculley
coined the term "Personal Digital
Assistant" or PDA in 1992 when the
company unveiled the Apple Newton
which was a mini computer. It was still
used in 1996 when the Palm Pilot was
a hot trend. Now they are generally
called smart phones such as Black¬
berry or iPhone.
"Internet Telephony" has been
replaced by VoIP of Voice over Inter¬
net Protocol.This refers to phone calls
placed over the Internet instead of a
public switchboard. Pretty soon, this
will be the standard for all telephone
calls so even VoIP will be soon out¬
dated.
"Weblog" may sound familiar be¬

Tech

cause that's where the terms blog and
blogger come from. As people start
leading faster-paced lives they spend
less time to blog so they turn to micro
blogging.Twitter is a good example
of an update to micro blogging.
I remember hearing "Web Surfing"
growing up but I've only gotten blank
stares from tech savvy peers when
using this term.This term has been
replaced with Web browsing.
AT&T was a monopoly over the
telephone companies in 1984 and
was split up by the government into
seven Regional Bell Operating Com¬
panies or "ROBC" which were also
known as the Baby Bells.Telecom in¬
dustry mergers such as AT&T Verizon
and Qwest during the last 15 years

TUNING IN

Artists

Savy

have made this term obsolete.
Distinguishing most calls between
local and "long distance calling"
is mostly unnecessary nowadays
because of flat-rate calling plans are
available from most carriers. Like pay
phones, long distance calls and their
premium prices are a thing of the
past.
I recall learning about the "Informa¬
tion Superhighway" in an old instruc¬
tional video in high school (you know,
one from the 80s?). Plain and simple,
it's the Internet. Infobahn or electron¬
ic highway are two other relatable
terms.
You've probably never been in that
situation before but now you won't
feel completely lost in a conversation.

THEATER TAKE

Bring New Tunes To

Britt Nicole Say It

Top 30, No. 1 for 13 consecutive weeks on
Christian Rock Radio, and No. 2 on Christian
and The Lost Get Found
Britt Nicole is an up and coming contem¬ CHR Radio.The song has also reached No.
30 on the US Hot Christian Songs chart.
porary Christian artist signed with Sparrow
John Cooper explained in an interview
Records. With only two albums out. Say It
Stereotruth.net the meaning of the song
and The Lost Get Found, her songs have
"Monster.""lt's a song about being fake and
already landed on the charts. Her song
"You" hit the Top 10 on the R&R chart. It was putting on a face for people that's not the
real you. But it's basically about the nature
the 12th most played song on Christian Hit
of sin and the nature of the divine, which
Radio stations in 2007, according to R&R
is the dual nature we have as Christians.
magazine. In 2009, Britt Nicole released her
new song "The Lost Get Found"to promote Everyday we have to strive to throw away
the old and be that new person in Christ,"
her sophomore album by the same name.
said Cooper.
The song after six weeks,finally debuts on
—Stephanie Lunsford
the Top 20 of Billboard Hot Christian Songs,
Staff Writer
entered as No. 20, and has since far peaked
at No. 8. Her song "Set the World on Fire"
Back Eyed Peas The E.N.D.
on the same album was last recorded as
The E.N.D. (short for The Energy Never
11 th on Billboard Hot Christian Songs. Britt
Dies) is the fifth studio album by Ameri¬
Nicole is definitely a talent to be watched.
can hip hop group Black Eyed Peas. It was
—Stephanie Lunsford initially released on June 3,2009, in Japan
Staff Writer and later worldwide from June 9,2009.The
production is led by will.i.am who takes the
album
away from the group's traditional
Skillet Awake
hip-hop
style into a new era of electro-hop.
Awake is the eighth album by Christian
The album features more anthemic and
rock band Skillet.The album was released
inspirational songs in a bid to appeal to a
on Aug. 25,2009 and debuted at No. 2 on
new
generation of music listeners.
the Billboard 200. It also placed on other
The album's lead single,"Boom Boom
Billboard magazine charts as No. 1 on Top
Pow,"topped the Billboard Hot 100 for 12
Alternative Albums, No. 2 on Top Rock
consecutive weeks,and is also the group's
Albums, and No. 1 on the Top Christian
first
chart-topper on any U.S. chart.The
Albums listing.
single also charted well elsewhere reaching
The song "Hero" has peaked at #12 on
No. 1 in Australia, Canada, UK,Turkey and
the iTunes rock chart, has reached the No.
1 position on the ChristianRock.Net Weekly Belgium and several other countries.The
album's second single/'l Gotta Feeling"has

Students,

Staff

Share

the Air

so far peaked at No. 1 in the U.S., Australia,
Canada, Ireland, the U.K., the Netherlands
and New Zealand."Meet Me Halfway" has
been announced as the third single from
the album.The song"lmma Be" placed 50th
in the U.S. charts, 130th in the UK, 74th in
Australia, and 48th in Canada.The album is
currently at eight spot on the Billboard 200
Album, has spent 12 weeks on the chart,
and peaked at No. 1.
—Stephanie Lunsford
Staff Writer
Matisyahu Light
Matthew Paul Miller (born June 30,
1979), better known by his Hebrew name
Matisyahu, is an American Hasidic Jew¬
ish reggae musician. Known for blending
themes with reggae, rock and hip hop
sounds, Matisyahu is most recognizable for
his single "King Without A Crown" which
was a surprise Top 40 hit. Since 2004, he has
released three studio albums as well as one
live album, two remix CDs and one DVD
featuring a live concert.
Light, the third album, was released on
Ayg. 25,2009. It was anticipated since his
major label debut Youth released three
years before.The album includes songs like
"Smash Lies,""We Will Walk"and the single
"One Day/The album debuted at 19 on the
Billboard 200 Albums, where it currently
sits in its first week. For interested fans, the
album can be downloaded at iTunes along
with eight bonus tracks.
—Stephanie Lunsford
Staff Writer

Most

Halloween II,

The Time Traveler's

Wife

& Red Dawn

Get Mixed Reviews
Halloween II
Eight foot tall serial killer
Michael Meyers is back in the
remake of the original Hallow¬
een II.This time nothing will
stop him from reuniting his
family and no one will survive
once they face him. I would
rate this movie a six out of 10.
It sticks to the story line of the
original series and director Rob
Zombie doesn't shy away from
the bloodshed and violence.
—Colby Harvey
Staff Writer
The Time
Traveler's Wife
The Time Traveler's Wife is
based on the book The Time
Traveler's Wife by Audrey
Niffenegger. Staring Eric Bana
and Rachel McAdams,is the
science fiction love story about
a man, who randomly travels
through time, and the woman
who falls in love with him.

Embarrassing

By RACHEL RAMIREZ
RAMIREZ Snnnv
rnnm
^inrca then,
thon not
nr\t much
m t irh
■+ 1**^.11
Sonny Snnw
Snow
room. Since
check some girls out,
well since
EDITOR
Morton High School
embarrasses me.
I was not paying attention to
"I split my boxers at the fieldthe road I ended up crashing
Nathan Spears
Ever had such an embarrass¬ house in ninth grade."
into a stop sign at 35 miles per
Leake County
ing moment, and you wished
hour.That is why I have a gray,
"One day I was attacked by a
the whole world would just
front
left fender."
Kim Havard
squirrel in front of Huff Audito¬
open up and swallow you
rium. I have not been the same
ECCC Security
whole? DON'T WORRY! You are
"I got caught changing in
since."
Mikhail Scerio
not alone! To make yourself
the field house in high school,
Leake County
feel better, just laugh at ev¬
after a track meet, by the foot¬
"I was pumping iron at the
lyier
Laird
eryone else's misfortune, right
ball team. I was in a hurry for
gym one day, and I let my ego
Newton County
here on The Tom-Tom's most
work and did not have time to
get the best of me. I ended up
"Mikhail and I were riding
embarrassing moments.
go change in the girl's locker
putting too much weight on
around Decaturand started to

Although this is not the type of
movie I would normally watch,
I was very pleased with it. It had
a good story line which kept
me pulled in until the very end.
—Colby Harvey
Staff Writer
Red Dawn
The Russians have invaded
the United States and in a small
town in the North it is up to a
group of teenagers, who call
themselves the wolverines, to
save their friends and family
from the invaders.This classic
80s movie has an all star cast,
including Charlie Sheen, Lea
Thompson and the late Patrick
Swayze. I found this to be a
great movie. It has great action
scenes and is full of comedy
and drama.There will be a
remake of this movie hitting
theaters in 2010.
—Colby Harvey
Staff Writer

Moments

4-u ~ u-.1
1 1j
the bar and it crashed down on
me.To make matters worse, a
girl came over and pulled the
bar off of me."

.
. ^
. .
...
coming out from the lunch line
and sprained my ankle. My spa¬
ghetti went all over my band
director. I was mortified."

DJ Townsend
Leake County
"My pant's fell down in front
of my first girlfriend's mom."

Brooke Allen
Forest High School
"The battery to my car died
because I left the lights on,
and I did not know how to use
the cable chargers. I was too
embarrassed to ask anybody so
I went to Rachel and she semihelped."

Rachel Ramirez
Forest High School
"I was getting my cafeteria
food and slipped on a tater tot

FROM THE SHELF

A Modem Faerie Tale, Nick &Norah'$ Infinite Playlist Offer Good Reads
Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale
Tithe.
Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale was
written by Holly Black, who is best
known for her children's books
The Spiderwick Chronicles. Unlike
the Spiderwick series,Tithe and its
sequels are targeted at an older
audience. It holds true to the same
feeling of fantasy as her other works,
though.
It follows the life of a girl named
Kaye Fierch, starting with her move
in with her grandmother. Kaye was
different from other girls her age,

but she didn
didn'tt know whv.
why. One nioht.
night
while returning home she stumbles
upon a wounded Faerie named
Roiben, and her life is turned upside
down. She and her friend, Corny, are
thrown into a world of danger and
faerie politics. Along the way she
learns things about herself, including
the fact that she is a pixie who was
switched with a human baby when
she was to young to remember.
Tithe has just the right amount of
suspense and mystery. Winner of the
YALSA Best Book For Young Adults

award and listed on YALSA'sTon
YALSA's Top Tpn
Ten
Booklist, it is a staple for fans of the
fantasy genre.
—Heather Kahn
Staff Writer
Nick & Norah's
Infinite Playlist
Recently, Nick & Norah's Infinite
Playlist, written by Rachel Cohn and
David Levithan was made into a
movie. It was an entertaining movie,
but did follow the plot of the book.
Nick & Norah's Infinite Playlist

hpninc
c-.-u _:j.i ___ r
begins at
at aa mnrort
concert in
in Manhattan,
Each chapter is either written from
in which Nick is playing bass in his
Nick's or Norah's point of view, with
band. After they leave the stage, Nick David Levithan writing Nick's part
sees his ex-girlfriend so he asks a girl
and Rachel Cohn writing Norah's.
he's never met (Norah) to pretend to
It has received praise from many
be his girlfriend for five minutes. She
sources, and was named ALA's Best
agrees, and things quickly progress
Book for Young Adults and Quick
from there. We join them on a jour¬
Pick for Young Adult Reluctant Read¬
ney through New York, which soon
ers. It is very engaging, and focuses
transforms into a makeshift "first
on an awesome soundtrack, making
date."The book ends with the sun
it a thoroughly enjoyable read.
rising on a new day, and you are left
—Heather Kahn
with a sense of hope for their newly
Staff Writer
budding relationship.
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Stokley

Named

Auditorium
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Biology

Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Patrick E. Stokley, Jr. of Silas,
Ala., was recently selected biol¬
ogy instructor at East Central
Community,
College, an¬
nounced Dr. |
Phil A. Sutphin,ECCC
president.
Stokley,
who began
his new du¬
ties on Aug.
14,2009,
is a former
substitute
STOKLEY
teacher at
The Capitol School inTuscaloosa,Ala.,and previously served
in a similar position at Heritage
Academy in Columbus.
In addition, he is a former
zoology and biology assistant at
the University of West Alabama
in Livingston.
A graduate of South Choctaw
Academy in Toxey, Ala., Stokley
continued his education at East
Mississippi Community College
in Scooba.
After receiving his Associate
of Arts degree at EMCC, Stok¬
ley attended the University of
Alabama, where he received a
bachelor's degree in biology.
He also served as varsity cheer¬
leader and was selected one of
14 Collegiate Ail-Americans by
Inside Cheerleading Magazine.
He received a master's degree in
teaching from the University of
West Alabama.

The naming of a school audi¬
torium in memory of a longtime
faculty member was approved
at the September 2009 meeting
of the East Central Community
College Board of Trustees.
The auditorium, located in
Newton Hall, will now be known
as the Thomas W.Thrash Audi¬
torium, to honor his 40 years of
service on the Decatur campus.
A ceremony officially naming
the facility has been scheduled
for 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15 in the
auditorium. A reception will fol¬
low the dedication program.
"It is most appropriate that
we name the auditorium in
memory of Mr.Thrash,"said
ECCC President Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin."He was an outstand¬
ing instructor who lived and
breathed East Central Commu¬
nity Collegers evidenced by
his long and successful career.
He also taught many classes in

Dr.

the same auditorium that will
now bear his name."
Thrash, who died on Sept. 6,
2002, served as Chairman of the
Social Science, Education and
Business Division in addition to
teaching social science classes.
He received numerous
awards throughout his career,
which began and ended at
ECCC.
He was selected Academic
Instructor of the Year in 1987
and received an award for
teaching excellence at the an¬
nual NISOD (National Institute
for Staff and Organizational
Development) Conference
in 1989 at the University of
Texas in Austin. In 1992, he was
selected to participate in the
annual Lamplighter Program,
which recognizes the state's
outstanding community and ju¬
nior college instructors. He also
participated in the Mississippi
Community College Fellowship
Program at Mississippi State

Named
Univer- |
sity in
1998.

Lyons Joins

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Dr. Evadna M. Lyons of Meridian was
recently named an associate degree
nursing instructor at East Central Com¬
munity College, announced Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin, ECCC president.
Dr. Lyons, who began her new duties
on Aug. 14,2009, previously served as
an assistant professor of nursing at the
University of Southern Mississippi in
Hattiesburg,a position she has held
since 2006. She has served since 2002
as a nursing instructor at USM-Meridian.
She is also a former nursing instruc¬

In

m
addition]
Thrash
*
was rec¬
ognized
as the
College's|
Hu¬
manities I*
Teacher
of the
THRASH
Year in
1999,
an annual program sponsored
by the Mississippi Humanities
Council in celebration of Arts
and Humanities Month. Dur¬
ing his lecture,Thrash spoke
on "The Impact of Rev. N.C.
Clarke on Newton County, Miss."
The Rev. Clarke, a great, great
grandfather of Mr.Thrash, was
the founder and first pastor of
Clarke-Venable Baptist Church
in Decatur. Clarke Memorial

College in Newton was later
named in his honor.
Thrash also served as cam¬
pus coordinator for the Smith¬
sonian exhibit,"Produce for
Victory: Posters on the Ameri¬
can Home Front, 1941-45," a
collection of wartime posters
provided by the Institution's
Traveling Exhibition Services.
The exhibit made its Mississippi
debut at East Central in Sep¬
tember 2001.
He was a member of Decatur
United Methodist Church, the
National Council of Instruction¬
al Administrators, Mississippi
Faculty Association for Commu¬
nity and Junior Colleges, ECCC
Alumni Association and Gamma
Nu Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta
at Mississippi State University.
Thrash was awarded lifetime
membership in the Mississippi
Jaycees and the Jaycee Interna¬
tional Senate. He was presented
numerous Distinguished Ser¬
vice awards during his tenure

ECCC

tor at Meridian
Community Col¬
lege, where she
taught associate
degree nurs¬
ing classes from
1992-2002 and
was a practical
nursing instruc¬
tor from 198892. She is also a
former director of"
LYONS
the MCC Practical
Nursing program.
In addition. Dr. Lyons is a former
nurse educator and staff nurse at Rush

for ihrash

ADN

Foundation Hospital in Meridian, serv¬
ing from 1982-92.
She also served as a part-time staff
nurse at Rush Hospital from 2003-07.
Dr. Lyons has received numerous
honors throughout her career, includ¬
ing Teacher of the Year at MCC and the
Faculty Mentor Award at USM in 2007.'
She was also selected a "Lamplighter"
at MCC, an annual program recognizing
the state's outstanding community and
junior college instructors.
She is also credited with implement¬
ing the RN to BSN program at USM and
was the Primary Investigator of the
Nurse Education and Retention Grant

as Area Vice President of the
Mississippi Jaycees.
He served in the Mississippi
National Guard and was a mem¬
ber of the Decatur Country Club
Board of Directors for more
than 30 years.
Thrash was a graduate of
Newton High School, ECJC and
MSU, where he received bach¬
elor and master's degrees. He
completed additional studies
at MSU and the University of
Southern Mississippi.
He began his teaching career
in 1962 at East Central.
Thrash was married to the
former Jeanette Beevers and
they had two daughters, Mev
and Melissa. Mev and her hus¬
band Robbie Knight have two
children, Kelsi and Logan, and
they reside in Meridian. Melissa
is married to Robert Carleton
and they have one child, Hob,
and reside in Union.

Faculty

at USM.
A graduate of Meridian High School
and the Matty Hersee School of Nurs¬
ing in Meridian, Dr. Lyons holds a
bachelor's degree in nursing from the
University of Southern Mississippi, a
master's degree in nursing from Univer¬
sity Medical Center and a doctorate in
educational leadership from Mississippi
State University.
She is married to Donald Lyons and
they have two sons.Jeffery Lyons, 21, is
a Marine Embassy Guard, and Joshua
Lyons, 11, is an honor roll student at
Magnolia Middle School in Meridian.

Fulton
Payton
Joins

Faculty
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Robin Fulton of Louisville was
recently
selected
mathemat
ics instruc¬
tor at East
Central
Community
College, an¬
nounced Dr.
Phil A.Sutphin, ECCC
president.
Fulton,
FULTON
who began
her new duties on Aug. 14,
previously served since 2000 as
math instructor at East Missis¬
sippi Community College. She is
also a former math instructor at
Central Academy in Macon and
Nanih Waiya Attendance Cen¬
ter. In addition, she is a former
adjunct instructor for ECCC.
While employed at EMCC,
Fulton was selected HEADWAE
Instructor of the Year and was
chosen a Lamplighter. Both
programs recognized excellence
in teaching. She was also chosen
a STAR Teacher at both Nanih
Waiya and Central Academy.
A graduate of Winston Acad¬
emy, Fulton received bachelor
and master's degrees in math¬
ematics education from Missis¬
sippi State University.
She is married to Buddy Ful¬
ton and they have two children,
Blake and Anna.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
DebVa M. Payton of Walnut
Grove was recently selected
Childcare Center director/
Childhood Education instruc¬
tor at East Central Community
College, announced Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin, ECCC president.
Payton, who began her new
duties on Aug. 14, previously
served as manager for the
Wonderful World Early Head
Start Center in Walnut Grove, a

Named

Childcare

position she held since 2001. In
that position, she was respon¬
sible for the day-to-day opera¬
tions of the preschool facility,
which holds accreditation
from the National Association
for the Education of Young
Children. Her experience also
includes service as a caregiver/
teacher for Friends of Children
of Mississippi, Inc., in Carthage
for 10 years.
She is a former member
of the Leake County School

i<.
r.-5
PAYTON

Armstrong Joins
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Jason Armstrong of Meridian
has joined the English faculty at
East Central Community College,
announced Dr. Phil A. Sutphin,
ECCC president.
Armstrong, who began his
ARMSTONG

new <: ut es on Au

' '
9-14' previously
served since 2005 as adjunct pro¬

fessor of management at Missis¬
sippi State University-Meridian.
He is also a former banker, hav¬
ing served with various institutions
from 1999 to 2008. He most re¬
cently was employed with Citizens
National Bank in Meridian, where
he was a commercial relationship
banker from 2005 to 2008. He is
also a former commercial banker

Center

Director

from the Mississippi School
Board Association for the high¬
est number of hours in school
board training for the year
2005.
She presently serves on
the Oprah Winfrey Boys and
Girls Club Board of Directors
for Leake County. She is also a
member of Team Leake, South
Leake PTO and Booster Club
and the Sweet Water Church of
God in Christ.
Payton attended South

English
with Trustmark National Bank in Tu¬
pelo and served as portfolio man¬
ager and assistant bank manager
at AmSouth Bank in Ridgeland.
A graduate of Havelock High
School in North Carolina, Arm¬
strong attended Mississippi State
University, where he received a
bachelor's degree in agriculture
and a master's in business admin¬

Leake High School and gradu¬
ated from Southridge High
School in Indianapolis, Indiana.
She holds an associate's degree
in childcare technology from
Hinds Community College in
Raymond and continued her
education at Jackson State
University, where she earned a
bachelor's degree in childcare
and family education and a
master's in education/early
childhood education.

Facility
istration. He recently completed a
second master's degree in Commu¬
nity College Education with major
emphasis in English and English
Literature.
He is the son of retired Marine
Colonel Richard Armstrong and
Charlotte Armstrong of Meridian.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Bobo Preparing for ECCC Concert: East Central Community College music
instructor Len Bobo of Union is shown rehearsing for his organ/composition recital held
Wednesday, Sept. 23 on the Decatur campus. Bobo's performance was held in Vickers
Fine Arts Center and featured organ literature from several periods and original composi¬
tions taken from a recital he plans to present at Mississippi College on Nov. 8. His MC
performance honors the retiring Dr. James Sclater, Bobo's theory/composition professor.
The MC program also features three college faculty members who will perform some of
Bobo's compositions. Bobo's program at ECCC also features Mrs. Suzanne Cain, choral
director at Newton County High School, who will sing two of his songs which include texts
by Winifred Farrar, a Meridian native who is also Poet Laureate of Mississippi.
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Winstead Selected Alumnus of the Year
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
with the department. Jeanette
I have served under two out¬
a letter supporting Winstead's
doctors, scientists and the like,
at our home. I have been greatly
is retired from the United States standing presidents, Dr. Eddie
nomination, wrote,"Serving his
but somehow I managed to
influenced by my wife and chil¬
Jack Winstead of Lawrence,
Courts as administrative as¬
Smith and Dr. Phil Sutphin."
country and being a veteran
survive."
dren and now, more than ever,
a member of the class of 1956,
sistant to Chief Judge Charles
His most recent volunteer
himself, Jack was very interested
He also worked part-time on
by my grandchildren.
was recently named Alumnus of Clark, U.S. Court of Appeals, 5th
efforts have been in helping
in securing this cemetery, called the college farm.
"People who have influ¬
the Year at East Central Com¬
Circuit.
locate and secure a site for
the'Arlington of the South/for
Dr. Brad Tucker, a former
enced me in my professional
munity College in Decatur and
"I have continued my conser¬
instructor and Dean of Instruc¬
and Christian life are many. I
will be honored at a luncheon
vation activities since retire¬
tion at the College, wrote, "I had have truly been blessed by my
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the pleasure of teaching Jack
co-workers, my pastors through
ing homecoming festivities.
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the years and my fellow church
When notified of his selection,
by practicing conservation on
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Winstead said he was "truly
my own farm."
ing his part-time work on the
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honored."
Winstead was rewarded for
college farm. He always worked
nomination of Winstead as
"I am especially thankful to
his conservation efforts by be¬
after school and during the
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ern United States.
his classmates, he secured sum¬
tral well. For example, at his
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He has also been honored as
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retirement banquet in Jackson
tion. When I think of the hun¬
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Conservation Service. Not only
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dreds of people who could have for the state of Mississippi, was
did this help pay his college ex¬
me to stand while he told the
been selected, I am even more
twice selected to receive the
penses, it secured for him some
more than 100 present (from
honored. I must admit that this
Mississippi Association of Con¬
critical seniority, which allowed
municipal, state and federal
puts me in a very special group
servation Districts President's
him to begin work after gradu¬
governments, his neighbors and
when I look over the list of past
Distinguished Service Award
ation at a higher pay grade with friends) what East Central Com¬
recipients."
and was selected as the out¬
a permanent rating."
munity College had meant to
In nominating Winstead for
standing conservation educator
Dr.Tucker, along with Frank
him and his career."
the award, Russell wrote,"Al¬
in Mississippi by the Mississippi
Rives, was one of Winstead's
The Winsteads have three
though charged with statewide
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favorite instructors.
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In addition to farming, Win¬
Winstead said/Two profes¬
Winstead and wife, Kristen;and
always maintained a special
stead serves on several boards
sors that stand out as my alldaughters, Leslie Hales and hus¬
interest in helping the people of and commissions including the
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band, Lester, and Lori Brechtel
east central Mississippi.
ECCC Board of Trustees, where
encouraged me were Mr. Frank
and husband, Michael. Allen
"Projects in this area in which he serves as vice chairman. He
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serves as minister of educa¬
he is very proud to have played
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the way, these two gentlemen
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Winstead and his wife, the
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Folks
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Mary Rosalyn Rogers Folks of
Picayune, a member of the Class
of 1964, was recently named
"Alumna of theYear"at East
Central Community in Decatur
and will be honored, along with
other alumni award recipients,
during a luncheon on Saturday,
October 3, when the College
holds its annual homecoming
festivities.
When notified of her selec¬
tion she said she was "indeed
thrilled to be so honored."
"I cannot imagine what
I have done to deserve this
recognition,"she said."Past
recipients of this award form
a very distinguished group; so,
just to be in that number is very
humbling."
A native of Forest, Folks
spent 36 years in the field of
education, all with the Picayune
Public Schools. She has been a
second grade teacher, served as
reading specialist for the junior
high school and worked with
special services for the handi¬
capped and disadvantaged at
Picayune High School.
In addition, she has served
on the Picayune Education
Association in many capacities,
including president, and is a
former president of the State
Department's Board of Special
Populations.
Regarding her career, Folks
said,"I feel so blessed to have
been a part of students' lives for
36 years. Every day that I taught
provided a highlight because
every day was a new adven¬
ture. I had the opportunity to
provide students with skills that
I hope made them life-long
learners."
She said she had been
hlessed with remarkable

Named
people in her life who have
influenced her life and career.
"Outside of my family, who
are always there to support me,
my teachers were most influen¬
tial in my life.They taught me to
dream, to work hard, to perse¬
vere and most importantly to
trust God for daily guidance.
These lessons have served me
well in teaching and in life."
Her professional honors
include receiving the Morris
Murray Distinguished Service
Award for work with handi¬
capped and disadvantaged
students, being selected to the
first Governor's Conference on
Education, being nominated
for the Young Career Woman of
Mississippi,and being named
an Outstanding Leader in
Elementary and Secondary
Education.
She was inducted into the
University of Southern Mis¬
sissippi Hall of Fame in 1997.
Folks is a former member of the
USM Advisory Council and the
International Board of Directors.
She received the Outstand¬
ing Service Award in 1994 and
was honored with the Scott
Caldwell Continuous Service
Award in 1996.
She was selected for mem¬
bership in Delta Kappa Gamma
International, an honorary
fraternity for women educators,
where she has served as local
president and state committee
member. She was also recog¬
nized as a Woman of Distinc¬
tion and received the Red Rose
Award.
A former member of the
Board of Directors for Missis¬
sippi Educational Television, she
has also served on the State
Resolutions and Credentials
Committee for the Mississippi
Association of Educators and

Alumnus

Rosalyn Folks
worked on the Tech Prep Initia¬
tive.
Since her retirement from
public education, Folks spends
much of her time in volunteer
services and has been active in
civic, professional and religious
organizations.
She has been active as a
member of the Pearl River
County Retired Teachers As¬
sociation, where she currently
serves as president and has
represented the group at Legis¬
lative Day. She has also worked
with the National Assessment
of Education Progress (NAEP)
to collect data for the Nation's
Report Card.

In addition, she serves as a
volunteer leader of the Senior
Water Exercise Class, is a volun¬
teer carrier for Meals on Wheels,
a charter member of Crosby
Arboretum and served on the
Friends of the Library Board.
Folks has been an active
member of the First United
Methodist Church of Picayune
for many years. She most re¬
cently served as a lay member
to the Mississippi Annual Con¬
ference and is a teacher for the
JOY Sunday school class. She is
a member of the Staff-Parish,
Finance and Lay Leadership
committees and is an adminis¬
trative board member.

of the
Writing in support of her
nomination, her pastor, the Rev.
David Lowery, said,"Rosalyn is a
very giving and selfless person
willing to step up and volunteer
when the need arises. She is a
dedicated person who works
tirelessly in all her endeavors.
I think Rosalyn shows tremen¬
dous courage and represents
all she does with integrity and
equity for all involved."
Reminiscing of her time on
the East Central campus, Folks
said,"Regardless of what was
happening in the state or world,
most of us were away from
home for the first time and
campus was still an atmosphere
where you were protected,
encouraged and nurtured."
An ECJC President's List
scholar, Folks was selected a
student delegate to the Missis¬
sippi Student Education As¬
sociation, was selected for the
Freshmen Women's Council and
was a member of Sigma Tau
Sigma honorary history frater¬
nity. She was also a member of
the Annual Staff, ECJC Players
and Wesley Foundation.
When speaking of past in¬
structors, Folks said,"Mrs. (Una)
Harris taught me to strive for
excellence; Mr. (Ovid) Vick¬
ers made it possible to stand
before a group to give presen¬
tations; and my dorm mother,
Ms.(Erma) Barber, taught me
confidence and helped me
overcome my shyness."
She also recalled fearing Mrs.
Harris'English class.
"I came to ECJC fearing Mrs.
Harris' English class for we knew
you had to have three perfect
essays to pass her class. I soon
discovered I was more afraid of
P.E.for I was never athletic and
didn't think I would ever master
push-ups, also a requirement to

Year

pass!"
Folks said East Central was
the place that "helped lay the
foundation for her career and
taught her personal skills to
face life's challenges."
Her most recent challenge
was a successful bout with
breast cancer, during which she
said she learned to believe in
the four P's.
"I have always heard that
happy and successful people
believe in the three F's: faith,
family and friends,"said Folks.
"I've certainly found that to be
true; and, since my battle with
breast cancer, I've added the
four P's: prayers, praise, patience
and perseverance."
In nominating Folks for this
award, Katherine Furr,a mem¬
ber of the ECCC Class of 1945,
wrote,"Since she has come
through her bout with cancer,
Rosalyn said she would like to
be known as'one who invests
herself in helping another as a
counselor, role model, helper or
encourager,'an honor given to
her by Wesley Medical Center in
Hattiesburg. She now travels to
speak to support groups about
keeping a positive outlook. Not
one time (during her illness) did
she complain and she was al¬
ways grateful for our assistance.
This whole town loves Rosalyn,
especially her former students."
Folks is married to Percy
Folks of Picayune. She has one
sister, Evelyn Dennis and her
husband, Harold, of Forest; and
two nieces and four nephews,
many of whom have attended
ECCC. She received her bachelor
and master's degrees from the
University of Southern Missis¬
sippi in 1966 and 1971, respec¬
tively. She completed additional
hours in 1980.
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ECCC Takes Part in State-Wide
Students

Find

Options
Fire Drill on Fire

For

College

By COREY JONES
Staff Writer
Students may not believe
it, but living at East Central
Community College is tough.
There are so many activities to
be involved in resulting in an
increase in expenses. Money is
hard to come by these days. So
I thought to myself,"How can
students save money."
Shortly after forming my first
conclusion, EC student Michael
Sanders from Carthage asked
what was on my mind. I guess
he saw the thought bubble
over my head. So I asked Sand¬
ers,"How do you save money on
campus?" He simply said,"Only
by spending money on what I
you really need."

Savings

Ok, that was a short, simple
and to the point answer. How¬
ever, I felt that I needed more
information and left to find
more students.
Shortly after, I met up with EC
student Deshawn Harris from
Butler, Ala. and Carollyn Young
from Philadelphia.! presented
them with the same question as
before and Harris said he buys
his food before he gets to the
campus and walks everywhere
once he gets there, which saves
gas money every week. He
never misses a meal at the grill
or cafeteria. When he needs
to print off work for school, he
does not go to the library and
waste money on countless
print offs. Instead, he just uses a
friend's computer to print. Wow,

friends sure do come in handy!
Young on the other hand
does things a 'little different.'
She also buys her food before
she gets to school at her fa¬
vorite grocery store in Decatur.
She compares price before she
buys anything, which is good
for budgeting. She also eats at
the Baptist Student Union every
Wednesday.
However, she said her num¬
ber one way of getting what
she needs is to pray and apply
scripture."Ask God for what you
want or need." All these ideas
sound great to me and with
hearing them I now know how
to save my own money more
effectively for life on the East
Central Community College
campus.

Mississippi Reading Association

Plans Conference for December
SPECIAL TO TH E TOM-TOM
students, and others who are
for professionals is $75 before
interested in literacy issues are
November 14 and $90 after.The
The Mississippi Reading
invited to attend.
early registration fee for fullAssociation will hold its 39th
The "Delta Blues Come to the time students is $50 before Nov.
Annual MRA Conference De¬
Coast" welcome event is Sun¬
14 and $55 after. Registration
cember 6 through 9 at the Beau day, Dec. 6 from 5 p.m. until 6:30 forms are available online at
Rivage in Biloxi.The theme is
p.m. Other events include the
www.msreading.org. Potential
"Read Around Mississippi: Cel¬
Exhibit Hall Opening Monday,
exhibitors and proposal pre¬
ebrating Mississippi's Authors
Dec. 7 at 10 a.m. and the "Show¬ senters can apply online.
through Reading, Writing, &
case of Authors/Tuesday, Dec.
For more information con¬
Speaking.
8 from 8:30 a.m. until 10 a.m.
tact Ms. Patricia Bradshaw Ross
Designed for those who
The conference concludes on
at 662-645-2650 or patbradwork with literacy in its many
Wednesday, Dec. 8 at noon with shawross8@hotmail.com, this
forms, the MRA Conference will
the President's Brunch. For a
year's Conference Coordinator
feature workshops and sessions complete conference schedule
The purpose of the MRA is
that focus on reading, writing,
visit, www.msreading.org.
to serve the state of Mississippi
listening, speaking, viewing,
Participants who regis¬
in the improvement of reading.
research, and inquiry. Reading
ter before November 14 will
The MRA is an affiliate of the
teachers, librarians, parents, tu¬
receive the official MRA t-shirt
International Reading Associa¬
tors, college/university faculty,
free.The early registration fee
tion.
undergraduate and graduate

Safety Day

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
In conjunction with Campus
Fire Safety Day in Mississippi,
declared by Gov. Haley Barbour,
East Central Community Col¬
lege participated in a fire drill
on its Decatur campus.
On September 17, EC stu¬
dents were evacuated from
Cross Hall, a building that
houses the College's science
lecture and laboratory classes.
ECCC Director of Public
Safety Jonathan Peeples said
the drill was in correlation with
the Campus Fire Safety Day
in the state, however, it had
a much greater purpose."We
hoped to prepare students in
the event that there was a fire,"
Peeples said.
Peeples said the drill was a
success and the students were
safely evacuated from the
building. He said the College
plans to host additional fire
drills in the future to train the
students, faculty and staff on
what to do in this type of emer¬
gency situation.
Campus Fire Safety Day is the
latest in the activities planned
throughout the state during
September.
"Many of the same factors
we find in campus-related fires
mirror problems found at-large
in fires all over the State. If we
educate students now and
show them the importance of
fire safety knowledge at their
age, then ten to fifteen years
from now, after they graduate,
they will carry that knowledge
into their adult lives,"Commis¬
sioner of Insurance and State
Fire Marshal Mike Chaney said
in a recent news release.
"The Campus Fire Safety
Month campaign has been very

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
In conjunction with Campus Fire Safety Day in Mississippi, East
Central Community College held a fire drill on its Decatur campus
on September 17. Students were evacuated from Cross Hall, which
houses the schools science lecture and laboratory classes.
well received and supported.
We will continue to bring fire
safety messages to Mississippians of all ages once the official
campaign ends."
The State Fire Marshal's
Office has been joined by
the Mississippi Department
of Education, the Mississippi
Institutions of Higher Learning,
the Mississippi State Board for
Community and Junior Colleg¬
es, and the Mississippi Associa¬
tion of Independent Schools
and various private colleges
and universities in promoting
Campus Fire Safety Month.
Mississippi Department of
Education-Office of Healthy
Schools-School Facilities Super¬
visor Mark Hobson announced
his office would be joining the
State Fire Marshal's Office on
the next stops of the month-

long Campus Fire Safety Tour.
Although the tour stops are on
college campuses, Hobson said
the Mississippi Department of
Education wanted to reach out
tothe public schools in those
communities by visiting the
campuses and interacting with
students and staff who live in
the area.
More information on Cam¬
pus Fire Safety Day and Campus
Fire Safety Month can be found
on a special web page on the
Mississippi Insurance Depart¬
ment website at www.mid.
state.ms.us or by contacting the
Mississippi State Fire Marshal's
Office at 1-888-648-0877. Find
the Mississippi State Fire Mar¬
shal on Facebook and you can
also follow the campaign on
Twitter at twitter.com/msfi resafe.

Miss!
It's the

right

move

As a community college transfer, your move to
The University of Mississippi will be one of the
most important in your life —and also one of
the smoothest. Here are just a few of the reasons why
transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:
• Your academic course work during your first two years
will plug right into our bachelor's degree programs and
let you stay on track.
• Average junior senior level classes at Ole Miss have
20-30 students and are probably smaller than some of
the classes you are taking now.
• Because of smaller classes, our excellent teachers are
able to take a personal interest in their students.
• Our Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive
the combination of grants, scholarships, loans and
employment you will need to finance your education.
• Our Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $4,800
($2,400 per year for two years)! Transfer students with
a 3.5 GPA on at least 48 transferable community college
credit hours and membership in Phi Theta Kappa are
encouraged to apply for this scholarship. Contact the
Office of Admissions at 800-OLE-MISS (in Mississippi)
or 662-915-7226 for more details.
We want you to know that we are interested in you and
excited that you are interested in us. Come and visit campus,
talk with our faculty, staff and students, and see how easy it
will be take the next step!

Stay up to date with the latest UM news and
events by designing your own
personalized VIP page. Visit
www.olemiss.edu/admissions/VIPLauncher.html
for more details.
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Out

Of

By HANNAH MCCLOUD
Staff Writer
It's that wonderful time of
year when a guy has to make
up his mind to leave his girl at
home or bring her along with
him. That's right it's time to
gear up for hunting season. If
your the avid hunter that you
are here are the season times
broken down for you.
The white-tailed deer sea¬
sons are as follows for Deer
Management Zone 1, which is
private and open public lands
east of 1-55 and north of 1-20
and east of U.S. Highway 61,
excluding areas south of U.S.
Highway 84 and east of MS
Highway 35.
Archery
Oct. 1- Nov. 20, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open lands)
Youth Gun Nov. 14- Nov.
20, 2009
Either Sex (on private
lands and authorized state and
federal lands, Youth 15 and
under)
Gun (with dogs)
Nov.21- Dec 1, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal Bucks (open public
land)
Primitive Weapons
Dec. 2- Dec. 15, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open lands) Youth Gun
Gun (without dogs)

The

House,

Dec. 16- Dec. 18, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal Bucks (open public
lands)
Dec. 19- Dec. 20, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open public lands)
Dec.21-Dec. 23, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal bucks (open public
land)
Gun (with dogs)
Dec. 24- Jan. 20, 2010
Either Sex (private land);
Legal bucks (open public
land)
Primitive Weapons
Jan. 21-Jan. 31,2010
Either Sex (private and
open public lands) Youth Gun
Deer Management Zone
2, which is private and open
public lands south of U.S.
Hwy 84 and east of MS Hwy
35.
Achery
Oct. 15-Nov. 15, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open public lands)
Youth Gun
Nov, 14- Nov. 20, 2009
Either Sex (on private
lands and authorized state and
federal lands, Youth 15 and
under)
Gun (with dogs)
Nov.21-Dec 1,2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal Bucks (open public
land)
Primitive Weapons

Scholarships

Hitting

Dec. 2- Dec. 15, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open lands) Youth Gun
Gun (without dogs)
Dec. 16- Dec. 18, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal Bucks (open public
lands)
Dec. 19- Dec. 20, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open public lands)
Dec.21-Dec. 23, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal bucks (open public
land)
Gun (with dogs)
Dec. 24- Jan. 20, 2010
Either Sex (private land);
Legal bucks (open public
land)
Primitive Weapons
Jan. 21-Feb. 15,2010
Legal Bucks Only (private
and open public lands)
Youth Gun
Jan. 21-Feb. 15,2010
Either Sex (private and
open public lands
Deer Management Zone
3, which is private and open
public lands west of 1-55 and
north of 1-20 plus areas south
of 1-20 and west of U.S. Hwy
61.
Archery
Oct. 1- Nov. 20, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open lands)
Youth Gun
Nov. 14- Nov. 20, 2009
Either Sex (on private

lands and authorized state and
federal lands, Youth 15 and
under)
Gun (with dogs)
Nov.21-Dec 1,2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal Bucks (open public
land)
Primitive Weapons
Dec. 2- Dec. 15, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open lands) Youth Gun
Gun (without dogs)
Dec. 16- Dec. 18, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal Bucks (open public
lands)
Dec. 19- Dec. 20, 2009
Either Sex (private and
open public lands)
Dec.21-Dec. 23, 2009
Either Sex (private land);
Legal bucks (open public
land)
Gun (with dogs)
Dec. 24- Jan. 20, 2010
Either Sex (private land);
Legal bucks (open public
land)
Primitive Weapons
Jan. 21- Jan. 31, 2010
Either Sex (private and
open public lands) Youth Gun
Fall Turkey Season:
Oct. 15-Nov. 15,2009
Spring Turkey Sea son:
Youth
Mar. 6- Mar. 12, 2010
(private lands and autho¬
rized state and federal public
lands; youth less than 16

The Tom-Tom

The

Woods

years old)
Spring Mar. 13- May 2,
2010
Small Game Seasons
Squirrel (Zone 1)*
Oct. 3, 2009 -Feb. 28, 2010
Youth Squirrel (Zone
1)*
Sept. 26- Oct. 2, 2009.
Squirrel (Zone 2)**
Oct. 17, 2009- Feb. 28,
2010
Youth Squirrel (Zone
2)**
Oct. 10- Oct. 16, 2009
Squirrel (Zone 3)***
Oct. 31,2009- Feb. 28,
2010
Youth Squirrel (Zone
3^***
Oct. 24- Oct. 30, 2009
Rabbit
Oct. 17, 2009- Feb. 28,
2010
Bobwhite Quail
Nov. 26, 2009- Mar. 6,
2010
Frog
Apr. 1- Sept. 30, 2010
Raccoon
July 1- Sept, 30, 2009
Opossum, Raccoon, and
Bobcat (Food and Sport)
Oct.l- Oct. 30, 2009
Opossum, Raccoon, and
Bobcat (Food, Sport, Pelt)
Oct. 31,2009- Feb. 28,
2010
Trapping (no limit)
Nov. 1, 2009- Feb. 28,
2010

*areas north of Hwy
82 plus those portions of
Sunflower and Washington
County South of Hwy 82 ^ar¬
eas between Hwy 82 and Hwy
84 plus portions of the state
south of Hwy 84 and west of
I-55***areas south of Hwy 84
and east of 1-55
Migratory Bird SeasonsSept. Teal
Sept. 12- Sept. 27, 2009
Woodcock
Dec. 18, 2009- Jan. 31,
2010
Snipe
Nov. 14, 2009- Feb. 28,
2010
Moorhens & Gallinules
Sept. 26- Dec. 4, 2009
Rails, Clappers, & King
Sept. 26- Dec. 4, 2009
Rails, Sora, & VirginiaSept. 26- Dec. 4, 2009
White-winged & Mourn¬
ing Doves (North Zone)*
Sept. 5- Sept. 27, 2009
Oct. 10- Nov. 3, 2009
Dec. 25, 2009- Jan. 15,
2010
White-winged & Mourn¬
ing Doves (South Zone)**
Sept. 5- Sept. 13, 2009
Oct. 10-Nov. 4, 2009
Dec. 12, 2009- Jan. 15,
2010
* Areas north of U.S. Hwy
84 plus areas south of U.S.
Hwy and west of MS Hwy 35
**Areas south of U.S. Hwy
84 and west of MS Hwy 35

for

MSU-Meridian

in

the Works

By KATE MOODY
Staff Writer

Foundation to match.
"By increasing the number
of scholarship dollars awarded,
we will be able to attract and
retain top Mississippi students,"
said Keenum."Our hope is for
them to enter the local work¬
force upon graduation and thus
impact the economic develop¬
ment of our state."

Sept. 1 was a big day for
MSU-Meridian. Mark E. Keenum,
president of Mississippi State,
announced that The Riley Foun¬
dation will be giving $4.5 mil¬
lion to MSU in hopes to expand
its presence in downtown Me¬
ridian.This also includes
the renovation of the
Newberry Building, for
about $5.1 million once
furnished and equipped.
Because of the expan¬
sion and derivation East MISSISSIPPI STATE
Central Community Col¬
UNIVERSITY
lege students my have a
chance at a new scholar¬
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, East
ship opportunities.
Central, College Resident said,
There is a "challenge grant
"This is a new scholarship that
scholarship"at the Meridian
has not been funded at this
campus of MSU for students
date. However, the president
from Lauderdale County and
and dean have "assured" me
students graduating from com¬ that the scholarships will be
munity colleges in East Missis¬
available.The Riley Foundation
sippi (including East Central).
in Meridian gave Miss. State
With this new opportunity
Meridian Branch a $300,000
it is possible that graduates
challenge grant for the scholar¬
from East Central may be able
ship. This means the college
to gain the tuition money for
must raise funds for the schol¬
MSU-Meridian. Their hopes
arship and the Riley founda¬
are to gain more students at
tion will give them a dollar for
the Meridian campus.The Riley
every dollar raised up to the
Foundation has said that mon¬
full $300,000. Details for the
ey raised, up to $300,000, they
scholarship have not been an¬
will match for this scholarship
nounced but I would assume
fund.'The Riley Foundation is
the scholarships will begin in
dedicated to providing afford¬
August 2010. I do not know
able, educational opportunities the value, but $600,000 divided
for students in east Mississippi," by the number of students at
said John Rush, vice president
MSU-Meridian makes it poten¬
for development and alumni
tially a very good scholarship."
and CEO of the MSU Founda¬
There have not yet been
tion."This grant will award tu¬
many details announced
ition suppo/t for area students
about this new scholarship
who will benefit from an MSU
opportunity but what has
education." MSU Foundation
been announce looks good for
is currently looking for private
MSU-Meridian and East Central
scholarship money for the Riley graduates.

Homecoming

Schedule

Of

Events

7 a.m.

Homecoming 5K*Run/WalK North Campus

8:30 to 21:30 a.m.

Bookstore Open, Eddie (v). Smith Student Onion

9 a.m.

Homecoming "Registration Begins East Mall Patio near
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
"Refreshments Available on the East Mall

9 a.m. to ii a.m.

Memorabilia "Room Open Burton Library founders'
Gym Open

9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tailgating, Music ^ Other Activities Band Practice field

10 a.m.

"Reunion Groups Meet • Class of 19^9 Newton Hall,
"Room 60 • Classes of 1957,1958 and 1959 VicKers fine
Arts Center, Auditorium • BasKetball Teams Coached
by Joe ClarK (196^-1976) Newton Hall, "Room 92
• BasKetball Teams Coached by Marty Cooper c1991-1998)
Newton Hall, "Room 90 • Musicals Directed
by Bruce Peterson 197? Cameiot • 1979 Mame
• 1982

Carousel

•

1985

Oklahoma

VicKers

fine

Arts Center, "Room 506
10:30 a.m.

Awarding of 50th Anniversary Diplomas to Class of 1959
VicKers fine Arts Center, Auditorium

n a.m.

Warrior Club Annual

Meeting Vincent Administration

Building, Board "Room CAN former athletes and current
supporters of athletics at East Central.)
Noon

Alumni Luncheon Mabry Memorial Cafeteria

2 p.m.

football Game-ECCC vs. Northeast
Halftime

-

"Recognition

of

Homecoming

Honorees,

presentation of the Queen and Court performance,
performance by the Wall O' Sound Marching Band
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The Tom-Tom

EXTRAORDINARY STAFF

McWhirter
By ZACHARY EAVES
Staff Writer
Michael McWhirter is TheTomTom's outstanding staff member.The
jstudent Activity Center Supervisor
jtruly cares about the students of East
ICentral Community College and goes
iout of his way to help them in any way
■possible.
McWhirter is outstanding in the fact
jthat he overcomes many challenges
idue to his disability of having only

Student
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
New student publications
leaders for East Central Com¬
munity College were recently
named for The Tom-Tom student
newspaper and the Wo-He-Lo
yearbook. Brittany Lovern and
Colby Harvey were selected for
the assistant editor positions of
each publication.
"We have two very talented
students taking the reins as
assistant editors for our student

Goes

one leg. He comes to work sometimes
on crutches and sometimes uses his
prosthetic leg, but continues to work
very hard.
As Student Activity Center Super¬
visor, he has begun hosting a movie
night for the students of EC every
week. Whatever movie the students
wish to see, he will play. He oversees
the other activities of the Student
Center including pool tables, air
hockey and foosball. He said he likes to
have the student center packed with

Above

Brittany Lovern
The Tom-Tom Assistant
Editor Lovern is a 2009 gradu¬
ate of Edinburg Attendance
Center, where she served as
class president, president of the

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community College
recently announced members of the
Colleges 2009 Homecoming Court fol¬
lowing elections held on the Decatur
campus.
Honorees and their respective high
schools include queen Reshetta Bentpn, Forest; maid of honor Hannah Lee,
Leake Academy; sophomore maids
l4imberly Blackwell and Anna Ful¬
ton, both of Nanih Waiya, and Alison
bowery, Winston Academy; and freshrhan maids Celia Boggan, Breanna
Fbley and Alexis Young, all of Newton
County, and Sarah Breland, Neshoba
dentral.
. The Queen and her court will be
presented Saturday, October 3, during
Halftime of the ECCC vs. Northeast Mis¬
sissippi Community College football
game. Kickoff is set for 2:30 p.m. in Bai¬
ley Stadium on the Decatur campus.
. Benton is a sophomore nursing
major and the daughter of Jerome
Efenton, Sr. and Patricia C. Benton of
Forest.
She is a member of the ECCCWarrjor Corps, Gospel Choir and Diamond
Darlings.
• A graduate of Forest High School,
Benton served as student council
president for two years, was a varsity
cheerleader and served as the Bearcat
football maid during homecoming
festivities. She was also a member
of the concert and marching bands,
Diamond Girls and Health Occupation
Students of America.
; Serving as the queens escort is
Steve Edwards, Jr., a sophomore his¬

Assistant

active member of Macedonia
Revival Center UPC. She enjoys
skiing, motorcycle riding, shop¬
ping, camping, reading, going
to the beach and spending time
with friends and family.
She is the daughter of Misty
and Rudy Lovern of Philadelphia.
Colby Harvey
Serving as the assistant
editor of the Wo-He-Lo, Harvey
is a 2008 graduate of Newton
County Academy where he was
co-editor of the school news¬

School, she was valedictorian, served
as student body president and was
named to the Hall of Fame. In addition,
she was selected a Mississippi Scholar
and Wendys High School Heisman
winner. During Whos Who elections
she was named Most Likely to Suc¬
ceed.
Serving as Blackwells escort is
Michael Hardy, a freshman liberal arts
major and graduate of Neshoba Cen¬
tral High School. He is the son of Mike
and Sarah Hardy of Philadelphia.
Fulton, a biological sciences major,
is the daughter of Buddy and Robin
Fulton of Louisville.
She serves as co-captain of the
Centralettes danceline and is a mem¬
ber of Warrior Corps, Sigma Sigma Mu
Tau, Phi Theta Kappa and the Baptist
Student Union. In addition, she was
selected a freshman class favorite.
A graduate of Nanih Waiya High
School, she was salutatorian, STAR
student and Beta Club president. She
was selected as Lady-in-Waiting for
the 2008 Homecoming Court, was
a UCA All-Star cheerleader and was
named Miss Personality in Whos Who
elections.
Serving as Fultons escort is Brandon
Kennedy, a sophomore electrical engi¬
neering major and graduate of Union
High School. He is the son of Eric and
Tammara Kennedy of Union.
Lowery is a nursing major and the
daughter of Robert and Jan Lowery of
Louisville.
She serves as co-captain of the Cen¬
tralettes danceline.
A graduate of Winston Academy,
she was an honor student and was

Duty

ECCC Student
Activity Center Su¬
pervisor oversees
the activity center
and plans events
for the students
outside of classes.

Homecoming

tory major and graduate of Newton
High School. He is the son of Steve and
Julie Edwards of Newton.
Lee is a sophomore nursing major
and the daughter of Jeff and Tammy
Lee of Philadelphia.
She is a member of the Lady Warrior
softball and basketball teams, Fel¬
lowship of Christian Athletes, Sigma
Sigma Mu Tau, Phi Theta Kappa and
Warrior Corps. She serves as sopho¬
more class president, received the
2009 Basketball Hustle Award and
was awarded various academic and
endowed scholarships.
A graduate of Leake Academy, she
received the Don Souder Award, given
to the top male and female athlete in
the MPSA (Mississippi Private School
Association), was MPSA Player of the
Year, a two-sport AllStar,and was selected basketball
and softball Most Valuable Player.
During Whos Who elections she was
chosen Most Athletic and Most Likely
to Be Remembered. In addition, she
served as the 2006 Miss Neshoba
County.
Serving as her escort is Allen John¬
son, a sophomore general science
major and graduate of Leake Acad¬
emy. He is the son of Mike and Tammy
Johnson of Lena.
A nursing major, Blackwell is the
daughter of Steve and Pam Blackwell
of Louisville.
She serves as an officer of Phi Theta
Kappa honor society and is a member
of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, Warrior Corps,
Baptist Student Union and the Centralettes danceline.
A graduate of Nanih Waiya High

of

ZACHARY EAVES/STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER

Names

motorcycle
riding and
Bible clubs,
editor of
the school's
newspaper
and was a
member
of student
govern¬
ment and
LOVERN
beta club.
The
freshman mid-wife major is an

ECCC Announces

Call

students and tries to have something
special for them. Last year, he hosted a
Super Bowl party where he provided
food free of charge for the students
and said he plans to do the same this
year, maybe even have a World Series
night and a few other events.
McWhirter truly is outstanding for
wanting to put up with a few students
on a regular basis (including myself for
that matter). McWhirter said his efforts
are "all for the students.They need a
place to hang and they can hang here."

Publications

publications this year,"said Gennie Phillips, ECCC Publications
Coordinator.
"I look forward to a produc¬
tive year working with Brittany
and Colby and know they will
add to the creativity of our
staffs."

the

paper and
yearbook, a
member of
the ten¬
nis team,
Future
Busines
Leaders of
America,
Model
United Na¬
HARVEY
tions, Honor
Society and
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

Court

selected a Mississippi Scholar. She
served as a Warrior cheerleader and
was named to the UCA All-Star squad.
In addition, she received the physical
fitness and Spirit of Junior Miss awards
during the annual Winston County
Junior Miss program.
Lowerys escort is Matt Woods, a
sophomore business administration
major and graduate of N^hoba,Cjgsn-.
tral High School. He is the son of Jackie
and Delbert Matthews of Philadelphia.
An elementary education major,
Boggan is the daughter of Charles and
Debbie Boggan of Decatur.
She is a member of the concert
choir, Wesley Foundation, Baptist Stu¬
dent Union and Warrior Corps.
A graduate of Newton County High
School, she served as senior class
president and was a member of Vivace
show choir, the Mississippi All-State
All Girls Honor Choir, concert choir, Mu
Alpha Theta and Future Business Lead¬
ers of America.
Serving as Boggans escort is Justin
Gates, a freshman surveying major
and graduate of Newton County High
School. He is the son of Doug and Cher
Gates of Decatur.
Breland is a pre-dentistry major
and the daughter of Andy and Angie
Breland of Philadelphia.
She is a member of the Centrlettes
danceline and Warrior Corps.
A graduate of Neshoba Central
High School, she was salutatorian and
served as president of the Beta Club.
She was selected a Junior Belle,fresh¬
man homecoming maid, served as a
class officer for four years, was named
All-State in slow-pitch softball and

Editors
He was selected as a member
of the Newton County Acad¬
emy Hall of Fame, received the
English and U.S. Government
awards, received the presidential
scholarship and tennis honors.
Serving in addition to the WoHe-Lo, the freshman liberal arts
major is a member of Warrior
Corps and The Tom-Tom news¬
paper staff.
He is the son of Connie
Harvey of Newton and Robbie
Harvey of Lake.

Honorees
was chosen c WTOK Scholar Athlete. In
addition, she was selected first alter¬
nate and the scholastic winner in the
annual Neshoba County Junior Miss
program.
Brelands escort is Nathan Calvert,
a sophomore political science major
and graduate of Neshoba Central High
School. He is the son of Speedy and
Jamie CalyertjpfJ-Qiii^yilI.e.
s ^
Foley is a nursing major and the
daughter of Etta and Angus Robinson
of Hickory.
She is a member of Sigma Sigma
Mu Tau and the EC Environmental
Club. She was also selected a freshman
homecoming maid.
She is a graduate of Newton County
High School, where she completed
two years in the allied health program.
Serving as her escort is Teddy
Bloodsaw,a sophomore secondary
education major and graduate of For¬
est High School. He is the son of Teddy
and Karen Bloodsaw of Forest.
Young is a physical therapy major
and the daughter of Darril and Roshae
Young of Forest.
She is a member Sigma Sigma Mu
Tau, Diamond Darlings and the year¬
book staff.
A graduate of Newton County High
School, she was a member of the Lady
Cougar basketball team, First Prior¬
ity, choir, Beta Club and the Student
Council.
Youngs escort is Randall Hudson, a
sophomore business administration
major and graduate of Forest High
School. He is the son of Ronald and
Minnie Hudson of Forest.

ECCC HAPPENINGS
October 3
' Women's Tennis Showdown
: A Women's Tennis Show¬
down will be held at 9 a.m. on
the Decatur campus.
Octobers
; Warrior Tennis
i Warrior Tennis ECCC v.Jones
it 1 p.m. on the Decatur campus.
October 7
- Warrior Tennis
Warrior Tennis ECCC v.Holnpes at 4:30 p.m. on the Decatur
Campus.
October 8
v Domestic Violence Seminar
A Domestic Violence Semir>ar will be held with guest
Speaker Diane Mills, community
qoordinator for MS Care Lodge,
tfie seminar will be held during

activity period in Vickers Fine
Arts Center Auditorium.
Warrior Black Out Night
East Central Community Col¬
lege football fans are asked to
show their support by wearing
black during "Black Out Bailey
Stadium" scheduled Oct. 8,
when the Warriors battle Mis¬
sissippi Gulf Coast Community
College. Kickoff for the MACJC
South Division rivalry is set for
6:30 p.m. at Bailey Stadium.The
Warrior football staff is selling
official 2009 EC Black Football
Shirts for the special occasion
as a fundraiser. Youth sizes are
$10 and adult sizes are $12.To
purchase shirts, contact Coach
Derik Pouncey, 601 -635-6244 or
e-mail at dpouncey@eccc.edu.
October 10
Wall O' Sound Marching

Band Exhibition Show
ECCC Wall C Sound March¬
ing Band to perform an exhibi¬
tion show at the Mississippi
State Marching Band Contest
at Meridian High School on
October 10.
October 12
Beauty Pageant
The ECCC Beauty Pageant
will be held at 6 p.m., Oct. 12 at
Huff Auditorium.
October 17
Golf Tournament
The ECCC Baseball Golf
Tournament will be Saturday,
October 17 beginning at 8 am
at the Decatur Country Club.
This is a two person scramble
and the cost is $30 per person.
Lunch and beverage will be
provided and door prizes will
be given. Each participant is

responsible for their own golf
cart.To enter, please contact
Chris Harris at 601 -635-6258 or
Chris Clark at 601 -635-6245. All
proceeds will benefit the ECCC
Warrior Baseball Team.
PBL Fall Leadership Confer¬
ence
ECCC Phi Beta Lambda stu¬
dents will attend a Fall Leader¬
ship Conference at Meridian
Community College, on Octo¬
ber 17.
Wall O'Sound Marching
Band Exhibition Show
ECCC Wall O' Sound March¬
ing Band to perform an exhibi¬
tion show at the Chunky River
Marching Festival at Union High
School on October 17.
October 22
Choral Festival
The High School Choral Festi¬

val hosted by ECCC will be held
October 22 in Huff Auditorium.

28 in Brackeen-Wood Gymna¬
sium on the Decatur campus.

October 23
Wall O' Sound Marching
Band Drumline Performance
The ECCC Wall O'Sound
Marching Band Drumline will
perform for the Forest Com¬
munity Arts Festival at 2:30 p.m.
on October 23 at Forest High
School.

November 16
Collegians Fall Concert
ECCC Collegians Fall Concert
will be held at 8 p.m., November
16 in Huff Auditorium.

October 26
President's Council Meet¬
ing
ECCC President's Council
Meeting will be held at 3 p.m.
on October 26 in the Board
Room.
October 28
Haunted House of Hoops
The Haunted House of
Hoops will be held on October

November 19
Concert Choir Concert
ECCC Concert Choir will hold
its Fall Concert at 7 p.m., Nov. 19
in Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium.
November 30
President's Council Meet¬
ing
ECCC President's Council
Meeting will be held at 3 p.m.
on November 30 in the Board
Room.
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Scholarships
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Paying for college became
less expensive for 120 East
Central Community College
students as a result of the AT&T
Scholarship Appreciation Lun¬
cheon held earlier this summer
on the Decatur campus.
The annual event recognizes
donors and recipients of the
various scholarships, which this
year resulted in 93 scholarships
being presented totaling ap¬
proximately $70,000, according
to event coordinator Stacey
Hollingsworth, executive direc¬
tor for foundation and alumni
relations.
'We once again want to
thank our many donors whose
generosity and support for East
Central Community College
make this event possible," said
Hollingsworth."! know the
scholarship recipients are also
very appreciative of the finan¬
cial support they receive to
continue their education."
One of the scholarship
donors is Dr. Harold Aycock,a
Jasper County native and 1964
ECCC graduate who resides
in Greenfield, Calif., where he
works with Kraft Foods. Dr. Aycock has spent his professional
career in both the public and
private sectors as a research
scientist working in the area of
corn breeding and genetics. In
his current position, the former
Virginia Tech faculty member
has the task of "genetically
improving proprietary corn
hybrids whose grain is used to
make the toasted snack prod¬
uct marketed as"CornNuts."
Dr. Aycock attends the schol¬
arship luncheon each year and
provides scholarships to assist
students with their college ex¬
penses. Each scholarship pays
tribute to various individuals
who were positive influences
in his life and include the late
James E. Land of Union, who
was Aycock's high school
vocational agriculture teacher
and FFA adviser; Richard Harris,
Aycock's basketball coach at
Hickory High School; and the
late Rev. John Lambert Neill,
who served as director of the
College's Wesley Foundation
when Aycock was a student at
East Central.
"With Mr. Land's assistance
and support, I was able to serve
two years as a state FFA officer
and earn trips to several nation¬
al meetings," Dr. Aycock said.
"The first trip to St. Paul, Minn.,
was actually the first time I
traveled outside Mississippi.
That trip and conference really
broaden my view of the world
and motivated me to work to
achieve more. It was also while
I was a student at Hickory that
Mr. Land acquired his first cam¬
era and began what would be
his many years of being a gen¬
erous and avid photographer
dedicated to helping others

ECCC
By ZACHARYEAVES
Staff Writer
This new school year is
marked by many changes,
including new students, teach¬
ers and the promise of a new
building.To protect all these
things East Central Community
College will have its own Police
department.
The newly founded depart¬
ment was formed this year
but had been in the workings
since last year.They have three
on duty police officers cur¬
rently and an assistant chief.

capture the memories of their
special occasions, including
those of many students at East
Central. I especially regret that
I was not able to establish and
endow the scholarship prior to
his death."
Before he became a suc¬
cessful coach, Harris was an
outstanding basketball player
at Hickory High School, ECCC
and Delta State University. He
taught and coached boys and
girls basketball teams at several
Newton County schools for
more than 40 years. His teams
won five state championships
and he is a member of both
the ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame
and Mississippi Association of
Coaches Hall of Fame.
"It was my privilege to have
Coach Harris as my coach at
Hickory for two years," Aycock
said."His coaching philosophy
emphasized that players master
the game's basic fundamental
skills and strategies, play hard
with court awareness as a team,
and show respect for the game,
opponents and themselves.
Adapting that philosophy to
both my personal, academic
and professional life has helped
me to be reasonably successful
in dealing with daily problems
as well as to recognize and take
advantage of opportunities
over the years. I have particular¬
ly enjoyed the opportunity dur¬
ing the last few years to spend
time with Coach Harris and his
wife Mary Jo, at the scholarship
luncheons and reconnect with
them more than 40 years later."
Dr. Neill served as ECCC's
Wesley Foundation director
from 1954-69. Dr. Aycock said
he wanted to recognize Dr. Neill
for his 15 years of dedicated
service, including the two years
while he was a student.
"Wesley Foundation was
an integral part of my college
experience at ECCC," said Dr.
Aycock."At 80-plus years of
age, Dr. Neill was tireless in his
ministry and always available
to assist current and former
students with personal issues
as well as help open doors of
opportunity for continued per¬
sonal, educational and career
development."
Aycock said the reason he
provides the scholarship is
simple: he wants to help others
achieve a college education
while also honoring individuals
who provided positive support
for others to succeed.
"The scholarship stipends
help students start and con¬
tinue their education at East
Central.The years at ECCC can
be the foundation for a lifetime
of professional and personal
achievement," he said."While
a scholarship stipend of $500
may not be large in term of dol¬
lars, it can make a difference at
ECCC where the cost per year is
much less than at the four-year
colleges and universities."

Forms
One officer
recently
completed
the Jack¬
son Police
Academy.
Jona¬
than
Peeples,
director
of public
safety
for ECCC,
PEEPLES
spear¬
headed this
effort.'The (campus) police
department is here to help

Presented
He continued,"Endowed
scholarships are a good way to
continuously honor the lifetime
efforts and achievements of
individuals who shared their
knowledge and provided
important positive support
not only to my education and
personal development but to
countless others as well."
Dr. Aycock also proposed
and helped fund a scholarship
endowed by his ECCC class¬
mates. He said Gerald Everett,
his classmate at Hickory, ECCC
and later Mississippi State
University, spearheaded the
fund raising effort.
"I take some pride that our
class was the first to endow a
scholarship," Dr. Aycock said,
"and I would like to remind
classmates that while we
raised the minimum $10,000
to endow the scholarship and
award the scholarship, addi¬
tional donations to the scholar¬
ship would increase the dollar
amount of the award each
year."
Regarding his own financial
situation when he attended
East Central, Dr. Aycock said he
was not awarded any scholar¬
ships and had to pay more to
attend the College since he
lived out of district.
"Because I was a resident of
Jasper County," he explained,
"I actually paid more in tuition
and fees than students from
the five-county area. I did
receive several scholarships as
an undergraduate at MSU,and
I always had either Graduate
Research or Teaching Assistantships while studying for my M.S.
and PhD graduate degrees in
plant breeding and genetics at
MSU and Purdue University."
Dr. Aycock, who grew up on
crop, timber and livestock farms
in the Hero and Fellowship
communities, was the young¬
est of four children. His sisters,
Frances and Jo Ann, both at¬
tended ECCC.
He said attending this year's
scholarship luncheon was espe¬
cially meaningful, due to one of
the scholarship recipients.
"I learned that this year's Har¬
ris and last year's Land Scholar¬
ship recipient, Abby McMillan, is
the great-great granddaughter
of a nearby neighboring family
in whose farm pond my father
and I would often fish when I
was growing up," he said."Her
family now owns the farm!"
Scholarships presented,
recipients and their respective
high schools include the fol¬
lowing:
ATCO Loan,Thomassina
Lindsey, South Leake;AT&T,
Justin Wilson, Newton County;
Bank of Forest, Jennifer Moore,
Forest; Bank of Morton, Hannah
Vinson, Morton; TT Beemon,
Summer Alexander, Newton
County; Clayton Blount, Shelby
Smith, Union; Pleas and Aman¬
da Breazeale Blount, Anna Alex¬

ander, home-schooled student
from Little Rock; ECCC Board of
Trustees, Heather Kahn, Car¬
thage Christian Academy; Dr.
Austin P. Boggan, Spencer Cash,
Lake; Iris Boggan, Kimberly
Blackwell, Nanih Waiya; Earnest
Harrison Boswell,Hailey Moody,
Nanih Waiya; Denver Brackeen,
Jessie Jayroe, Neshoba CentralAnn Burkes PTK, Dominique
McKee, Newton; Landon Bryan
Burt Memorial, Anna Fulton,
Nanih Waiya, and Brian Felton,
Newton County; Mable Moore
Carr Educational, Brittany Har¬
rison, Forest; Citizens Bank of
Philadelphia, Josh Sessums,
Philadelphia; ECCC Classes of
1957-58-59, Hannah Watkins,
Sebastopol; ECCC Class of 1964,
Tabatha Adcock, Neshoba Cen¬
tral; Kenny Coleman General
EMS, Danniel Haggard, Neshoba
Central; Cox and Powers Insur¬
ance, Luke Brown, Carthage;
Fred and Maudie Dallas Memo¬
rial, Brandy Talbert, Neshoba
Central; Aaron Ron Davis Me¬
morial, Jordan Gunn, Lake;
Tony Dobbs Memorial Golf,
Matt Tingle, Neshoba Central;
EC Scholars, Garrett Moore,
Union, and Cameron Wilcher,
Leake Academy; Entergy
Mississippi, Inc. Excellence in
Education Scholarship for Voca¬
tional and Technical Education,
Kristen Sistrunk, Union; R. G.
Fick, Brandon Hughes, Newton
County; Gilmore, Ethan Lewis,
Newton County Academy;
Sue Gunter Memorial, Chelsey
Thomas, Forest; R.O. and Bertha
Hannah, Andy Gibbs, Scott Cen¬
tral; Nancy Hiett Harris, Sarah
Eakes, Newton County; Richard
Harris, Abby McMillan, Newton
County Academy; Shelby Har¬
ris, Conner Herrington, Leake
Academy; Harrison Memorial,
Summer Alexander, Jessie Har¬
rison and Courtney Lanier,all
of Newton County; Sylvia Ann
Graham Haywood, Laura Gunn,
Lake; Jeff and Kathy Hitt,Cody
Harrell, Forest; Hogue-Brantley,
Tracy Alexander, Lake; Albert
and Fannie Hollingsworth,
Karley Mitchell, Lake; Hudspeth,
DiawanikeeTriplett, Louisville;
Martha KateTullos Hum¬
mel, Lance Goodin, Nanih
Waiya; Myrtle R. Hutchison,
Emily Pace, Newton County; S.
Lebrun Hutchison, Aaron Snell,
Lake; Johnson Family Engineer¬
ing, Hayden Weaver, Newton
County; Johnson-Taylor Me¬
morial, Emily Pace, Newton
County; Ronnie and Michelle
Jones,Tyler Woods, Neshoba
Central; Leon Eubanks KAUYCPEERS, Edgar Alvarez, Forest;
James E.Land Memorial,Tiffany
Herrington, Newton County;
Landbank South, Nicole Waldrip, Scott Central; Landbank of
MS/Farm Credit Bank of Texas,
Joel McKee, Neshoba CentralAndrew Wilson Lathem,Cole
Harris, Newton County; Frank
Edwin and Nena Holt Leatherwood, Jaqlene Robinson, Noxa-

Campus
improve
the safety
of the
students
on cam¬
pus," said
Peeples.
A few
things stu-1
dents needl
to know
is that the
campus
CLAY
police are
no longer
security guards.The officers
are trained policemen with the

to

120

Students

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Dr. Harold Aycock (left) visits with his former high school coach,
Richard Harris, during the annual AT&T Scholarship Appreciation
Luncheon held earlier this summer on the East Central Community
College campus. Dr. Aycock, a 1964 ECCC graduate residing in
California, has established scholarships honoring Coach Harris and
several others who played important roles in his life.
pater; William Wade Long, Lau¬
ren Nicholas, Neshoba Central;
Edwin and Marie Lowe, Vickie
Collins, St. Aloysius;Thomas Ru¬
dolph Mayes Memorial, Lindsey
Bishop, Sebastopol;
Russell McCann Memorial,
Kalvin Smith, Newton County;
Mississippi Association of Su¬
pervisors, Nicole Breedlove and
Tyler Comans, both of Sebasto¬
pol; Brittany Brown and Hailey
Wilkinson, both of Newton
County; Laurel Burnett, Paige
Richardson and Austin Sellers,
all of Neshoba Central; Kiswana
Burnside, Lake; Jerilyn Crosby,
Scott Central; Fred Hampton
and Meredith Jones, both of
Nanih Waiya; Kevin Harris,
Newton; Kim Patterson, Morton;
Chance Sistrunk, Leake Acad¬
emy; and Tyler Wright, Winston
Academy; Mississippi Automo¬
tive Manufacturer's Association,
Zach Darby, Nanih Waiya and
Kevin Lewis, Enterprise; Missis¬
sippi Philanthropic Education
Organization, Anna Alexander,
home-schooled student from
Little Rock;
Dr. Margaret Mosal Memo¬
rial, Bailey Brown, East Rankin
Academy; Ben Myers Memorial,
Robyn Fanning, Philadelphia
and Walton Stinson, Neshoba
Central,-The Rev. John Lambert
Neill, Meaghan Mayes, Sebas¬
topol; Newton Rotary, Richie
Ferguson and Brittany Parker,
both of Newton County; Polk
and Jennie Pace,Marissa Gordy,
East Rankin Academy; Charles
and Bonnie Saxon Phillips,
Samantha Holdiness, Nanih
Waiya; Shirley Renaud Memo¬
rial, Quent Odom, Scott Central;
Regina Gail Gibbs Rigby Memo¬
rial, Jennifer Moore, Forest; Sam
Rush Memorial, Meredith McK¬
ee, Neshoba Central; Charles
W.Sanders Memorial, Andrew
Evans, Forest; Elva Smith Sigrest
Memorial, Rachel Ramirez, For¬

Police

same authority as a municipal
officer.The police department
was founded to help delete
illegal activity on campus.The
officers have the authority to
arrest students, pull student
IDs, or use whatever force they
deem necessary to keep peace
on campus.
In an interview with The
Tom-Tom, Assistant Chief Coby
Clay said,"I am here to help
the students. I have goals and
overall I hope to be friends
with the students so that they
know they can come to me if
they need anything."

The Tom-Tom

est; Jay
B.and Frances Harris Smith,
Krissy Holmes, Newton County
Academy;Taylor Advanced Ma¬
chining and Advanced Welding,
Andy Coleman of Louisville and
Eric Jones of Neshoba Central
(welding), and Bo JackVanlandingham of Noxapater (machin¬
ing); Larry Therrell Memorial,
Payton Pierce, Leake Academy;
Charles and Judy Dowdle
Thomas, Courtney Townsend,
Philadelphia; Kinoth and Ella
Mae Thornton and Emerson
Electric, Virginia Holyfield,
Newton County; U.S. Electrical
Motors, Chasidy Kelly, Carthage;
James M.Vance, Ariel Dogget,
Edinburg;Ovid S.and Carol
Vickers, Courtney Lanier, New¬
ton County; Arnp and Ruth Carr
Vincent, Ashley Walker, Union;
Lavern and Elizabeth Vowel I
Memorial,Taylor Upchurch, Ne¬
shoba Central; Charles E.Ward,
Luke Brown, Carthage; Warrior
Golf Classic/Alumni Associa¬
tion, Sarah Breland, Neshoba
Central and Marty Kirk, Winston
Academy; Weems Family, Jamie
Truhett, Union; Jack and Mary
Jo White, John Blount, Neshoba
Central; J.C. White, Brittany
Cranberry, Raleigh; Bob Wilkerson Memorial Vo-Tech, Cody
Taylor, Lake; Wilkes-Palmer,
Katie Woodruff, Louisville; Jones
and Carrie Williamson and Bascom and Hattie Chisolm, Sami
Elkins, Forest; General William
Patrick Wilson Memorial, Jordan
Gunn, Lake; and Lucille Wood,
Hannah Lee, Leake Academy.
For more information on the
AT&T Scholarship Appreciation
Luncheon, contact Stacey Hol¬
lingsworth, executive director
for foundation and alumni
relations, 601-635-2111 or call
toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 327.
The e-mail address is sholling@
eccc.edu.

Department

Clay said he would rather
talk to the person before abso¬
lutely taking out the handcuffs
and hauling students off. He
said his intentions are to treat
all the students with respect
and he expects the same in
return.The police force also
administers tickets for park¬
ing and loud music violations,
which mean students need
to abide by the rules of the
school. However, don't be dis¬
couraged about the new police
force.They are here for the
protection of the ECCC family.

"The (campus)
police department
is here
to help improve
the safety
of the students
on campus
— Jonathan
Peeples
ECCC Director
of Public Safety
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Band Headed to 'New Orleans
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community
College in Decatur fields one of
its largest marching bands to
date with 155 members in tne
2009 Wall 0 Sound and theyll
be making their way to New
Orleans during this years show.
Tom Carson, who is serv¬
ing his 28th year as director of
bands at East Central, explains
the idea behind the shov.
I am always coming up with
some zany ideas that will be
entertaining, but of couise,
musically challenging a^d
great sounding. Since ve have
never done a Mardi Gr«s-type
show, I decided to putcogether
some music and ideaswith the
premise that the Wall 0 Sound
is headed to New Orleans and
Mardi Gras.
During the first fev\ halftime
shows, the Wall 0 Soind Band
has been slowly makhg their
way to New Orleans va train,
steamboat and other neans.
According to Carson,friey will
finally make their wayto the
Big Easy on Homeconring day,
which is Saturday, Octiber 3.
Our closer begins vith a cute
little second line band coming
on the field, then expands to a
flamboyant vocalist kading the
entire band in song aid ends
with the entire Wall 0 Sound
finishing up the louc and excit¬
ing parade! We planto have the
crowd on its feet ceebrating
Mardi Gras, Wall O Saund style!
Although he's put together a
show full of fun ard excitement,
its the sound thatmatters most
to Carson.
No matter what we do, the
music always cones first and
foremost, Carsor said. I bring
that home to mr band mem¬
bers daily. Entertainment is
great, but we ae musicians first
and our fans e^ect to hear a
great soundinc, polished band.
And to get fiat polished
sound, membtrs start practic¬
ing long befo e that first kickoff.
We come ii the week before
school startsand rehearse an
entire week,from sun up to sun
down and beyond! Carson said.
Band campis a very important
time, as we can concentrate
on just us.Cnce classes start,
our rehearsals are from 3:30
to 5 p.m. each day. Some of
the smaller groups, such as
the drum line,Centralettesand
color guard, have extra section
rehearsals at ether times.
In additionto perform¬
ing halftime shows during all
home footba'l games, the Wall
0 Sound will also be featured
as an exhibit on band at the
State Band Marching Festival in
Meridian on Aug. 10 and at the
Chunky River Marching Festival
in Union on Aug.17.The drum
line will take a tour of area high
schools in late October.
The spring semester will fea¬
ture the concert band, percus¬
sion ensemble and jazz band.
The Collegians, ECCCs rock-

spring
semes¬
ters and
Carson
said the
high- CARSON
light
of the
year is
the annual summer Collegian
performance tour.
This is always a very big re¬
cruiting tool for us, as many stu¬
dents decided to attend ECCC
and audition for The Collegians,
hoping
to be
able to
go on
tour
in the
summer.
This
May we
will be
mw
featured!
enter¬
tainers
aboard
a Car- BROWNLEE
nival
Cruise
ship, he said.
With such a diverse band
program, one would think there
was nothing more to offer. Ex¬
cept, the blues, of course.
Something new, or should I
say a revival, I am planning this
year, is to bring back a group I
had in the early 90s called the
Round Midnite Blues Band, said
Carson.This group will basically
be a branch of The Collegians,
and we will play your basic,
fun blues rribteriaTiri the style
of Stevie Ray Vaughn, Lonnie
Mack, BB King and so forth. We
plan to play home basketball
games and anywhere we are
asked to play!
Among Carsons wish list for
the ECCC band program is more
space.
Although we have great
facilities, Carson said, We have
totally outgrown our space and
we hope, in the near future, to
have a band facility that will be
the envy of the state! Of course,
we always have on-going needs
for large instrumental and
equipment purchases as the
band grows. I certainly appreci¬
ate any contributions former
band members or any fan of
the band can make through
our Friends of The Wall O Sound
foundation fund.
For more information or to
make a contribution to the
Friends of the Wall O Sound,
contact Stacey Hollingsworth
in the office of Foundation and
Alumni Relations at 601-6356327.
There are many reasons for

We

Your

among the top of the list.
When it is time to make
a decision where to attend
college and also to use your
musical talents to help pay for
your education, ECCC is the
only logical choice! Carson said.
Not only will you have the best
faculty to instruct you, no mat¬
ter what your major will be, but
you will be in the most exciting,
rewarding and diverse college
band program anywhere! Many
of our members love the band
so much, they stay for several
years!
Carson, who is the most se¬
nior member of any community
college band director in the
state
that has
been
at the
same
college,
and as¬
sistant
band
director
Jared
Brownlee have
a com¬
bined
PATRICK
40 years
■ •>
?rterlfe-lrt'EGCC.•D"6'IO£"
We are proud to offer our
band students that kind of
experience, Carson said.
In addition to Carson and
Brownlee, staff members
include Nichol Hillman,Centralette coordinator/choreogra¬
pher, and Nedrick Patrick, color
guard instructor/choreogra¬
pher.
Serving as head drum major
is Ysabel Avalos of Morton and
assistant drum major is Newton
County High School product
Brandon Boulton.
Avalos is a sophomore and
a graduate of Morton High
School. She previously served
as drum major of the Panther
Pride Marching Band. Boul¬
ton served two years as drum
major of the Cougar Marching
Band and received all-superior
ratings at state festival and
all-superior and best-in-class at
the West Lauderdale Excalibur
Marching Festival.
For more information con¬
tact Carson at 601-635-6228
or visit the College Web site at
www.eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC FiUTG Section: These students are members of the flute section in the Wall O'
Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are (front row, from left) Sallie
Evans, Carthage; Julia Patrick, Scott Central; Brittany Bozeman, Neshoba Central; and Jennifer Moore,
Forest; and (back row, from left) Chassidy Kelly, Carthage; Malesha Clay, Union; Dezaraye Burton, Ne¬
shoba Central; and Katie Palmer, Carthage. Not pictured is Meagan Morris, Neshoba Central. Thomas
W. Carson is sen/ing his 28th year as Director of Bands and Jared Brownlee begins his 12th year as
assistant band director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Wall O Sound Tuba Section: These students are members of the tuba section in
the Wall O' Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are (front row, from left)
Ellis Pinkard, Carthage; Shunn Frazier, Ackerman; Tabatha Moore, Carthage; and Lindsey Stuart, Sebastopol; and (back row, from left) Jon Hillman, Neshoba Central; Ryan Gillis, Newton County; Patrick
Reid, Louisville; and Brandon-XSibbs, Lake. Thomas W. Carson is serving his 28th year as Director of
Bands and Jared-Bfownlee-begins his 12th year as assistant band director.

_
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Clarinet Section: These students are members of the clarinet section in the Wall
O' Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are (front row, from left) Jessica
Cherry, Carthage; Tyler Brewer, Forest; Valerie Holmes, Louisville; Cherish Brown, Morton; and Marquitta Moore, Newton; and (back row, from left) Ashley Floyd, Jessica Kendrick and Hanna Burt, all of
Neshoba Central; Demtria Coleman, Louisville; and Carollyn Young, Neshoba Central. Thomas W. Car¬
son is serving his 28th year as Director of Bands and Jared Brownlee begins his 12th year as assistant
band director.

want

News!

E-mail information about your club/organization
to godom@eccc.edu. Send photos
with identification and any happenings.

,
.. ~ ~ SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Members of Wall O' Sound Pit Section: These students are members of
the pit section in the Wall O' Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are
(front row, from left) Brittany Gibbs, Lake; Teddy Bloodsaw, Forest; Stacy Willis, Union; and Tiffany
Herrington, Newton County; and (back row, from left) Jonathan Crabtree, Warren Central; Dale Alberts,
West Lauderdale; D.J. Harris, Sumrall; Robbie Faulk, Winston Academy; and Brandon Hughes, Newton
County. Thomas W. Carson is serving his 28th year as Director of Bands and Jared Brownlee begins his
12th year as assistant band director.

Page 14

A Student Publication of East Central Community College

The Tom-Tom
SPECMITO THE TOM-TOM
Centialettes: Pictured are
(front row, from left) Paige
Richardson and Sarah Breland,
both of Neshoba Central; Jordan
Harrelt East Rankin Academy;
Kim Blackwell and Lauren Luke,
both of Nanih Waiya; and Bailey
Brown, East Rankin Academy;
(second row, from left) Ra¬
chel Ramirez, Forest; Jaqlene
Robinson, Noxapater; Savanna
Smith, Newton County; Dentra
Darden, Nanih Waiya; Hannah
Watkins, Sebastopol; Allison
Lowery, \Vinston Academy; and
Jamie Vance, Union; and (third
row, from left) Emily Hathorn,
Louisville; Ariel Doggett, Edinburg; Erin Hall, Neshoba Cen¬
tral; Samaitha Elkins, Forest;
Anna Fultoi, Nanih Waiya; and
Lindsey Bidiop, Sebastopol.
Nichole Hillnan is serving her
fourth year as coordinator/chore¬
ographer.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Wall 0' Sound Mellophone and Alto Saxophone
Section: These students are members of the mellophone and
alto saxophone section in the Wall O' Sound Marching Band at
East Central Community College. Pictured are (front row, from left)
Audrey Cannon, Northwest Rankin; Megan Mayes, Sebastopol;
Lacey Gilmore, Newton County; and Xavier Rodgers, Louisville; and
(back row, from left) Courtney Patrick, Forest; Paige Jones, Newton
County; Kevin Haynes, Louisville; Stacy Henderson, Raleigh; and
Shaquinta Ickom, Lake. Thomas W. Carson is serving his 28th year
as Director of Bands and Jared Brownlee begins his 12th year as
assistant band director.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Baritones, Bass
Clarinetists and Tenor
Saxophonists: Pictured are
(front row, from left) Matthew
Long, Neshoba Central; and Ian
Miles, Philadelphia; and (back
row, from left) Proby Gammill,
Lake; and Clay Winstead and
Matt Woods, both of Neshoba
Central. Thomas W. Carson is
serving his 28th year as Director
of Bands and Jared Brownlee
begins his 12th year as assistant
band director.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Members of Wall O' Sound Battery Section: These students are members of the battery
section in the Wall O' Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are (front
row, from left) Nathan Spears, Neshoba Central; Justin Weathers, Josh Sessums and Tommie Warren,
all of Philadelphia; and David Bayles and Anna Switzer, both of West Lauderdale; (second row, from
left) Travis Smallwood, West Lauderdale; Justin Collins, Scott Central; Doug Janz, Louisville; Jonathan
Crabtree, Warren Central; and Colby Horton, Neshoba Central; and (third, row, from left) Michael Hardy
and Owen Turcotte, both of Neshoba Central; Cash Brown, Newton County; Nathan Calvert, Neshoba
Central; Danny Smith, Carthage; and Chance Barfoot, Neshoba Central. Not pictured are Brewer McGee, Neshoba Central; and Derrick Primer, Carthage. Thomas W. Carson is serving his 28th year as
Director of Bands and Jared Brownlee begins his 12th year as assistant band director.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Wall O' Sound Drum
Majors:
Serving as Drum Majors for the
Wall O' Sound Marching Band at
East Central Community College
in Decatur are Ysabel Avalos
(right) and Brandon Boulton.
A sophomore, Avalos serves
as head drum major and band
president. Boulton serves as
assistant drum major and is a
freshman from Newton County
High School.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Members of Wall O' Sound Trombone Section: These students are members of the trom¬
bone section in the Wall O' Sound Marching Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are
(front row, from left) Marlon Evans, Philadelphia; Jamie Fortenberry and Leslie Graham, both of For¬
est; Courtney Gammill, Lake; DeAngelo Stribling, Neshoba Central; and Corbin Jenkins, Carthage; and
(back row, from left) Gareth Driskill, West Lauderdale; Edmund Fisher, Jr., Philadelphia; Drew John¬
ston, Carthage; Cartelius Lewis, Philadelphia; Caleb Jay, Neshoba Central; and Brecia Hornesbuger,
Louisville. Not pictured is Griffin Burk, Neshoba Central. Thomas W. Carson is serving his 28th year as
Director of Bands and Jared Brownlee begins his 12th year as assistant band director.

SPECIAL TO THE TIM-TOM
Wall O' Somd Managers:
These students serves as
managers for the Wall O' Sound
Marching Band.Pictured are
(front row, from bft) Nicole
Franklin of Philadelphia, Aman¬
da Hampton of Ninih Waiya and
Sara Williams of Philadelphia;
and (back row, fron left) Tyler
Woods of Neshobt Central;
James Latiker of Carthage; and
Robert Hisaw of Njnih Waiya.
-be ;> it |J( in .lin IjOl il
-iiii ;li)ILil l

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Color Guard: Serving as members of the Color Guard for the Wall O' Sound Marching Band
are the above students from East Central Community College. Pictured are (front row, from left) Em¬
ily Blackburn, Clarkdale; Rachel Oatman, West Lauderdale; Beverly Stokes, Neshoba Central; Megan
Edwards, Louisville; Brittany Snow, Neshoba Central; Diawanikee Triplett, Louisville; Courtney Reinke,
West Lauderdale; and Lindsey Donald, Louisville; (second row, from left) Ashley Broach, Newton Coun¬
ty; Megan Smith, Lake; Danielle Brown, Newton; Ariel Brawner, Louisville; Timika Morris, Carthage;
Katlin Woodruff and Allison Rogers, both of Louisville; and Kiswana Burnside, Lake; (third row, from left)
Natalee Ervin, Warren Central; Brittany Fedrick, Sebastopol; Kim Ammerson, Newton County; Kelsey
Sikes, Carthage; Candie Willis, Union; Miata Evans, Newton; Nicole Gray, Forest; and Amber Gray,
Lake; and (fourth row, from left) Shana Flowers, Carthage; Alison Walker and Ashton Lowrey, both of
Louisville; Calvin Griffin, Carthage; Candi Wade, Raleigh; Reaghan Mayes, Sebastopol; and Chelsey
Bell, Choctaw Central. Not pictured are Megan Sharp, Neshoba Central; and Brandi Hopkins, Louisville.
Nedric Patrick of Carthage is serving his second year as coordinator/choreographer. Thomas W. Carson
is in his 28th year as Director of Bands at the College.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Members of Wall 0' Sound Trum¬
pet Section: These students are mem¬
bers of the trumpet section in the Wall O'
Sound Marching Band at East Central Com¬
munity College. Pictured are (front row, from
left) Willimika Smith, Carthage; J.D. McNeill,
Louisville; Ruby McCurdy, Carthage; Jus¬
tin Adcock, Newton County; Alisha Jones,
Carthage; and Tracy McWilliams, Philadel¬
phia; and (back row, from left) Alvin John¬
son, Carthage; Graylon Foster, Philadelphia;
Austin Jay, Union; Christina Gibbs, Lake;
Bobby Branning, West Lauderdale; and
Jordan Hunt, Ackerman. Thomas W. Carson
is serving his 28th year as Director of Bands
and Jared Brownlee begins his 12th year as
assistant band director.
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Thankful for Second Chance to Succeed - GED
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
In January of this year, the
only way of life known to Joan
Bradshaw of Polkville went up
in smoke, as the family poultry
farm she operated for more
than 30 years was destroyed
by fire, leaving the widow of 14
years facing an uncertain future.
The 54-year-old Bradshaw,
one of four GED graduates who
gave testimonials at the recent
graduation ceremony at East
Central Community College in
Decatur,told the packed crowd
in Huff Auditorium that earning
a GED diploma "has provided
a second chance to fulfill my
dreams.. .and I thank God every
day that he opened door for me
to have that second chance."
She continued,"I'll never
have to hang my head again
when asked where I gradu¬
ated from high school. I can
now proudly say that I earned
my diploma from ECCC's adult
education program."
Bradshaw, who landed a
job at a local post office after
receiving her diploma, recalled
during her remarks why she
did not finish high school as a
teenager.
"I married at a young age,
and at the time I did not think it
was important to finish school,"
she said."l was in love and
thought it was enough. But I
realized later that I had lost a
part of my life."
Despite being unable to
complete school herself at a
young age, Bradford said she
encouraged her three children
to set their sights higher.
"I encouraged my children
(Debbie, Kim and Lee) to be the
best they can be, whether it
was being a teenager in school,
a college student or wife and
mother. And I am proud to say
that all three of my children fin¬
ished school," she stated with a
big smile."Debbie was a kinder¬
garten teacher for 10 years; Lee
has a very good job; and Kim is
a third-semester student in East
Central's associate degree nurs¬
ing program."
Bradshaw noted that one
of her daughters provided
"the greatest compliment I
have ever received," when she
made the following remark:'My
mother has encouraged each
of her children to reach for their
dreams and work hard to fulfill
them. But now she continues
to teach us by going back to
school and graduating at age
54! She proved that it is never
too late to get an education.'"
Bradshaw said watching
her children succeed in school
helped provide encourage¬
ment for her to do the same,
although she admitted being a
little hesitant at first.
"Finishing school was some¬
thing I always wanted to do in

the back of my mind,"she said.
"But I was afraid I had waited
too long. So, the fear of being
too old and knowing things
had changed so much since I
was in school kept me from try¬
ing at first. But God gave me the
strength to try and the patience
to move forward and to take
the past and bridge that broken
part and mend it together."
Bradshaw continued by
praising East Central Commu¬
nity College for providing an
adult education program.
"Thank you EC for seeing
the need for adult educa¬
tion.. .and for creating a place
for everyone who wants a
second chance to get a really
good education,"she said."l
also want to thank my teach¬
ers, Mrs. (Modean) Cross and
Mrs. (Carmel) Carlisle for their
encouragement, patience and
the ability to teach. And thanks
again to East Central Commu¬
nity College,for allowing me to
fulfill my dreams."
Bradshaw is continuing her
education by taking courses
this fall at ECCC.
Also providing testimoni¬
als were Nitoka Hughes of
Louisville, Makisha Johnson of
Newton and Joyce Webster of
Carthage.
Hughes, 28, said passing the
GED took several attempts but
it has been worth the effort.
After dropping out of Oak¬
land (Calif.) Technical High
School as a 17-year-old tenth
grader, Hughes said she moved
to Noxapater in 2000 and took
the GED test the following year.
She did not pass the exam and
moved to Louisiana where
she resumed taking classes.
Hughes admitted missing too
many classes to succeed and
once again she was unable to
pass the test. A few years later,
she refocused her efforts and
began to show improvement.
"At the end of 2006," she told
the capacity crowd,"I took the
test again and passed every
part but the math. ..I was only
four points from passing! I told
my parents and the rest of my
family that I was done with
being disappointed about my
scores. My uncle passed away
in 2007 and I knew he wanted
me to get my GED diploma. So I
started taking classes in 2008 at
First United Methodist Church
in Louisville."
Hughes said she was finally
focused on getting her diploma.
"I was persistent with go¬
ing to class and studying,"she
said. My teachers and my family
kept on encouraging me. I was
not going to give up this time.
In December 2008, my teach¬
ers told me I was ready to take
the exam. I was in shock.. .and
asked everybody to pray for
^ //
me.
Hughes recalled her feel¬

ings when taking the exam on
December 19,2008.
"I was super nervous,"she
admitted."But on January 6,
2009,1 got my results. I was
scared to open the envelope at
first...but when I did, I started
crying...! had passed! My hard
work paid off. Now that I have
my GED, I plan to pursue a de¬
gree in graphic communication
or cosmetology."
Hughes concluded her re¬
marks by providing encourage¬
ment to others who lack a high
school education.
"The key is to never give up
on your hopes and dreams,"she
said."l challenge anyone who
is in school to stay in school
and not drop out. If you have
dropped out of school, find a
GED class, work hard and do
not give up until you earn your
diploma! If I can do it, you can,
too.There are so many oppor¬
tunities out there just waiting
on us. It's up to us to grab hold
of them...the sky's the limit!
Remember to always believe in
yourself!"
Hughes said her dream is to
one day be on Broadway!
Johnson, 29, who actually
received her GED diploma in
2006, said she was homeschooled as a child and first
took the GED exam when she
was 16. However, she was not
pleased with the results.
"I failed the exam by one
point,"she stated."I was hurt
and felt ashamed, so I decided
to get a job. But after working
various jobs, I was still not satis¬
fied; I always had a desire to do
better."
So she decided to end her
frustrations by enrolling in
ECCC's GED program.
"Even though I was nervous,"
she admitted,"God guided me
and my instructors, Mrs. (Mary)
Burt,Mr.(Ed) McGowan and Mr.
(Bryan) Burt believed in me and
encouraged me. I soon passed
the exam and I'm now living
my dream by studying to be a
nurse at East Central, where I
have a 3.5 grade point average."
In addition to being a
full-time student, Johnson is
employed at Raytheon and
also works part-time at Newton
County Schools. She and her
husband, Jerry, have a daughter,
Kacie.
She concluded her testimo¬
nial with an inspiring message
from author Charles Lewis:
"You can't be scared to set
out to do something in life
because you don't know the
clear-cut path on how you
are going to accomplish your
goal or dream! Just take a step
towards your belief daily - fear¬
lessly, wholeheartedly, digging
and dreaming within yourself,
believing that as you push on
through sacrifice,you will one
day stand alone on top of a
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Providing testimonials at the 2009 ECCC Graduation Ceremony included (from left) Joyce Webster of
Carthage, Makisha Johnson of Newton, Nitoka Hughes of Louisville and Joan Bradshaw of Polkville.
They were among the 75 graduates who received their high school equivalency diplomas during the an¬
nual program held on the Decatur campus.
hill that you created that now
encourages and inspires oth¬
ers to chase their dreams. And
know that through tenacity
and patience, anything can be
achieved if you simply believe!"
During her remarks, Web¬
ster, 40, said earning her GED
"is something I've wanted for a
very long time, and I'm so very
thankful and grateful for this
opportunity. A year ago, no one
could have told me I'd be stand¬
ing here before you with my
GED in hand.To some, this may
not be such a big deal; but to
me, it means so much more."
Webster's story is like many
others - she dropped out of
school at a young age and
started a family."But the idea
and desire to get my GED never
went away...I just did not know
when I would have the time
and opportunity to get started."
That "opportunity" presented
itself when Webster and her
family moved to Carthage in
August 2000.
She began taking classes
in 2001 at the Leake County
Vocational Center and soon re¬
ceived the confidence needed
to succeed.
"Mr. and Mrs.(Glynn) Ed¬
wards and Mrs. (Kelly) Schmidt
were my instructors and were
so nice and attentive and en¬
couraged me by making com¬
ments like/It won't take much
for you (to be successful)."'
Webster said her family also
provided inspiration as she
worked to achieve her degree.
"Being a mother of six, I've
always put my children be¬
fore myself and I would not
change that. But I now know
and understand that getting
this (GED) is as much for them

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Family members of the late Dasmine Shepard of Forest were in
attendance at the 2009 GED Graduation Ceremony at East Central
Community College in Decatur to accept the teenager's diploma.
Shepard was 17 years old when she was killed in an automobile
accident a month prior to the July 23 program. She was a former
student at Lake High School and planned to major in sociology at
ECCC. Her mother, Ruby Moore displays Dasmine's diploma while
surrounded by family members (from left) Kathleen Moore, Latausha
Shepard, Shaquita Shepard, shown holding JaDamion Shepard. In
front is young Virnya Shepard. Approximately 75 students received
GED diplomas at the annual event.
as it is for me," she said."l hope
that I've shown them that if you
are determined and persistent,
anything is possible."
Webster added getting her
GED "is just the beginning for
me. I'm now enrolled at ECCC
preparing for a career in busi¬
ness administration or what¬
ever I choose to do. I now know
that I have a choice.The road
ahead is long and it may not be
easy, but it's definitely worth it."
In conclusion, Webster
stressed that age is not a factor
in achieving one's dream.
"Age is really just a number
because here I am at the age of
40 with my GED to prove it," she
said."To those of you, or some¬
one you know who is thinking
about getting their GED but

keep putting it off, my advice to
all of you is wait no longer; the
time is know, because it's never
too late to get an education."
Guest speaker for the annual
program was Eloise Richardson,
ABE/GED state director.
Diplomas were awarded to
the 75 graduates by ECCC Presi¬
dent Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.
Also participating in the
program were Dr.Lavinia Sparkman, vice president for instruc¬
tion; Gene Davis, dean of adult
and continuing education;
Larry Harms, ABE/GED instruc¬
tor; Jimmy Dempsey, ABE/GED
transition specialist; Len Bobo,
ECCC music instructor; and GED
graduate Tim Pilgrim of Morton,
special music.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Alexander Receives
ECCC Scholarship:
Tracy Alexander (left) of For¬
est is a recent recipient of a
non-traditional student tuition
scholarship for full-time students
provided at East Central Com¬
munity College in Decatur. She
received the award from Joe
Killens (right), vice president for
student services. The scholar¬
ship is available to Mississippi
residents at least 23 years of
age who meet stated qualifica¬
tions. The award provides tuition
for three consecutive semesters
of coursework after students
complete 12 semester hours of
credit as a part-time or full-time
student at ECCC. Alexander, 40,
is a pre-nursing major and 1987
graduate of Lake High School.
She is married to David Alexan¬
der. They have a son, Erik.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Felton Presented State Farm Scholarship to ECCC: Jennifer Felton (center)
of Lawrence is the 2009 recipient of the State Farm Insurance Company Scholarship provided at East
Central Community College in Decatur. Felton, 27, is a freshman elementary education major. The
nontraditional student is a 2000 graduate of Newton County Academy. She is married to Jason Felton
and they have two young children, Brandon and Natali. Pictured with the scholarship recipient are State
Farm agents Bob Douglas (left) of Newton and Sam Nowell of Philadelphia. The State Farm Insurance
Company Scholarship was established to provide financial assistance to older students who reside
in the ECCC district, which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties. For more
information contact ECCC Student Services, 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 205. The
e-mail address is jkillens@eccc.edu.
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laptop
(ARA) — There are more lap¬
tops on college campuses today
than ever before. In fact, many
universities require incoming
freshmen to provide their own
laptops. Students and profes¬
sors use their laptops for work,
communication, gaming, photos,
music, movies and more. Losing
a laptop no longer means just
losing a hard drive, screen and
a DVD burner. Losing a laptop
now means losing your memo¬
ries, hobbies and, most impor¬
tantly, any confidential personal
data that may be stored on it.
The recent downturn in the
economy has created an in¬
creased temptation for laptop
theft. According to a recent
Ponemon survey, a laptop goes
missing every 50 seconds. That
number is likely to rise this
year as a result of the recession.
Absolute Software, a company
specializing in computer theft
recovery, data protection and
asset tracking, is calling this the
perfect storm for laptop theft,
especially at colleges and uni¬
versities.
"The popularity of laptops on
college campuses has increased
over the past few years," says
Lyle Singular, associate vice
president of recovery services at
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security: think

Absolute Software. "The combi¬
nation of increased availability,
greater opportunity for theft on
campuses, along with tighter
consumer budgets due to the
economy, has created the ideal
environment for laptop theft."
According to a survey conduct¬
ed by Absolute Software, dorm
rooms and schools are among
the top five places for laptop
theft. And with the mobility of
laptops, students are even more
likely to use them in public plac¬
es like coffee shops, libraries and
in classrooms, further exposing
them to theft.
College students should follow
these tips to help them prevent
laptop theft:
► When working in a public
place, like a coffee shop or li¬
brary, do not leave your laptop
unattended. Either take it with
you when you leave your table or
lock it to a table or other fixed
structure before leaving. Also,
don't assume your laptop is safe
in a classroom, even when you
are in it. Take your laptop with
you when you leave the class¬
room or get up from your desk to
work on a group project.
► Leaving your laptop out on
your dorm room desk is an in¬
vitation to thieves. Many dorm

rooms have a constant flow of
traffic going in and out, without
anyone really paying attention to
their belongings. Some students
will even leave their doors open
to run to the bathroom or down
the hall. Always hide your lap¬
top in a secure location and lock
it when you are out of the room,
even if it is for a short time.
► Even if you are discreet
and constantly aware of your
laptop's location, use a tracking
and recovery program in case of
theft. Software like Computrace
LoJack for Laptops by Absolute

beyond

Software is an easy and inex¬
pensive solution to help recover
stolen laptops. They even have
a Theft Recovery Team staffed
with former police officers to
help the local police force track
down your laptop and obtain
search warrants. With a recov¬
ery rate of three out of every
four laptops that call in stolen
to Absolute, Computrace LoJack
for Laptops offers added protec¬
tion and peace of mind.
► Do not use the telltale lap¬
top bag or sleeve. This is a give¬
away to any thief that you are

the

carrying a laptop. Instead, find a
more discreet carrying case, like
a tote bag or regular backpack.
► Never leave your laptop
exposed in the backseat of your
parked car, even if you are just
running to class or dropping a
book off in the library. Either
bring it with you or discreetly
lock it in your trunk. Many
laptop thieves will not hesitate
to break a window and quickly
steal your laptop if they see it in
your car.
► While waiting in a line or
even in your seat in class, do not

dorm

leave your laptop on the floor
at your feet. It is very easy for
someone to casually walk by and
take it or reach down and grab
it while you are concentrating in
class.
► Personalize your computer
with stickers or labels, espe¬
cially if everyone at your school
uses the same or similar models.
This will make it easy for you to
identify if someone is walking
away with your laptop, even by
accident.
Article Courtesy of ABAcontent
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college costs on the rise
(ARA) — With the cost of
food, fashion and living steeply
on the rise in the U.S., it is no
surprise that college expenses
are also greatly increasing
from year to year.
Students and their families
paid on average from $108 to
$1,398 more in the 2008-09
school year than the previ¬
ous year for tuition and fees, a
trend that is likely to continue
well past 2009, according to
the College Board. Despite fi¬
nancial aid, many students and
their families are cutting back
on spending wherever possible,
saving money to buy textbooks
and other necessities rather
than expensive back-to-school
clothes.
Here are some simple ways
your family can save money
while still getting everything
you need for going back to col¬
lege:
► Don't double up: Call your
roommate(s) and coordinate
who is bringing what. No sense
splurging on a microwave if
your roommate is already plan¬
ning to bring one.
► Smaller is better: Buying
in bulk may seem like a good
idea, but food can go bad, stor¬

BOOKS
From Page 1
to wake up early and travel to
campus, and receive used books
at a cheaper price.
There are other ways be¬
sides the campus bookstore
to purchase books as well. By
searching online students can
find many Web sites that offer
cheaper textbooks and also rent¬
able books. It is recommended
to check carefully at sites used
because not all sites are liable
and giving information to the
wrong people can lead to bad
consequences. "Students need
to be weary of buying books
from Web sites such as Ama¬
zon, Ebay, CheapBooks, etc.
Because it is usually students
selling their old textbooks, and

ROBBERY
From Page 1
the case, he wrote.
EC Director of Public Safety
Jonathan Peeples said the cam¬
pus police department is con¬
tinuing to investigate leads in
the case in hopes of quickly ap¬
prehending the people respon¬
sible.
"As always, the campus police
department is working to en¬
sure the safety of the students,
faculty and staff," Peeples said.
The College is offering a $250

age is limited, and it's easy for
bulk items to go to waste. Buy
only what you need when you
need it, and if you want more,
go back.
► 'Tis the season: When
packing for college, buy only
the clothing that you will need
for fall; like sweaters, jeans
and a light jacket. Unless you
live in a place where winters
are especially chilly, don't pur¬
chase a heavy coat until the
next season to save money and
save closet space.
► From trash to treasure:
For furniture and items like
lamps, desks and bedside
tables, shop at garage sales.
Prices are cheaper to begin
with since the items are used,
and you can negotiate.
For one-stop shopping for ev¬
erything else on a budget, most
college campuses feature at
least one mass retailer within a
10-mile radius: from Wal-Mart,
Target and Kmart to Bed Bath
and Beyond. Now when stu¬
dents and their families stock
up on everything from school
supplies to toiletries, they can
also re-stock their wardrobes.
Article Courtesy of ARAcontent

now days most books come in
bundles or shrink-wrapped
with online access codes that
you cannot use once somebody
else has opened them," said Michaelle Smith, ECCC Bookstore
Manager.
If people are unhappy about
prices of books, just remem¬
ber at Textbook Buy-Backs the
bookstore offers 50 percent of
all viable books. The bookstore
does not decide which books
they will or will not buy back,
that decision is left up to the
instructor. If the book is not in
saleable condition the bookstore
will refuse to buy the textbook
back. A tip to being responsible
at Textbook Buy-Back time is
to use the money received back
and save it to purchase books
the next semester just in case
financial aid does not get ap¬
proved.

reward for information leading
to the arrest of the individuals
responsible. If you have any in¬
formation, please contact Pee¬
ples as soon as possible.
Killens said, "As always, our
main concern is the safety of
the students and staff at East
Central.
Please take every
precaution possible to ensure
your safety. If you find your¬
self in any situation that you
feel uncomfortable, please call
one of the following numbers
any time day or night: EC Po¬
lice at 601.527.8939; Peeples
at 601.357.0357; or Killens at
601.663.5076."

" tip/

Alumna of the Year
Mary Rosalyn Rogers Folks
Class of 1964

Alumnus of the Year
Jack Winstead
Class of 1956

8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
9 a.m.

9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
10 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.

Noon
2:30 p.m.

Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
North Campus
Bookstore Open
Eddie M. Smith Student Union
Homecoming Registration Begins
East Mall Patio near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
Refreshments Available on the East Mall
Memorabilia Room Open
Burton Library
Founders' Gym Open
Tailgating, Music & Other Activities
Band Practice Field
Reunion Groups Meet
•Class of 1949
Newton Hall, Room 60
• Classes of 1957,1958 and 1959
Vickers Fine Arts Center, Auditorium
• Basketball Teams Coached by Joe Clark (1964-1976)
Newton Hall, Room 92
• Basketball Teams Coached by Marty Cooper (1991-1998)
Newton Hall, Room 90
• Musicals Directed by Bruce Peterson
1974 Camelot * 1979 Mame • 1982 Carousel • 1985 Oklahoma
Vickers Fine Arts Center, Room 506
Awarding of 50th Anniversary Diplomas to Class of 1959
Vickers Fine Arts Center, Auditorium
Warrior Club Annual Meeting
Vincent Administration Building, Board Room
(All former athletes and current
supporters of athletics at East Central.)
Alumni Luncheon
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
Football Game-ECCC vs. Northeast
Halftime: Recognition of Homecoming Honorees,
Presentation of the Queen and Court and
Performance by the Wall O'Sound Marching Band

East

Athletic Hall of Fame
Wanda Blackwell McPhail
Class of 1971

Homecoming Court

Schedule of Events
7 a.m.

Athletic Hall of Fame
Donald Acton
Class of 1953

iimmi

Members of the 2009 Homecoming Court and their respec¬
tive high schools include (front row, from left) queen Reshetta Benton, Forest; and maid-of-honor Hannah Lee, Leake
Academy; (second row, from left) sophomore maids Kimberly Blackwell and Anna Fulton, both of Nanih Waiya; and Alli¬
son Lowery, Winston Academy; and (back row, from left) Alex¬
is Young, Newton County; Sarah Breland, Neshoba Central;
and Breanna Foley and Celia Boggan, both of Newton County.

5K Run/ Walk
7 a.m.
North Campus

Central

Community

College

W/TH YOU IN M/ND
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warriors: Members of the 2009 Warrior football
team at East Central Community College in Decatur and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) defensive back Ken TO
Griffin
(1)
and wide receiver Tevin Houston (2), both of Philadelphia; wide receiver Antonio Ricks (3), Carthage; linebacker Guy Holden (4), Newton County; defensive back Demario Eichelberger (5), Louisville; quarterback
Montrell Edwards (6), Mendenhall; defensive back Brandon Tarrio (7), Jim Hill; running back Derrick Cade (8), Tuscaloosa Central (Ala.); quarterback Emmanuel Taylor (9), Early County (Ga.); wide receivers
Radarius Owens (10) Quitman and Antonio Hughes (11), Morton; defensive back C.J. Estelle (12), Childersburg (Ala.); defensive lineman Jeremy Dillon (13), Forrest County; wide receiver Duane Bilbro (14), Mor¬
ton; linebacker Quadarius Wallace (15), Union; and wide receiver Fabian Johnson (16), Coahoma County; (second row, from left) wide receiver Walter Grayson (17), Tuscaloosa County (Ala.); defensive lineman
Quincy Jeter (18), Hubbard (Chicago, III.); running back Dontice Sanders (19), Wetumpka (Ala.); defensive back Bobby Thigpen (21), Forest; linebacker Demarcus Bryant (22), Meridian;' defensive backs Elijah
Tanksley (23) and Preston Felder (24), both of Meridian; linebacker Jerrod Sewell (25), Tuscaloosa County (Ala.); running backs Jeremy Harvey (26) of Harrison Central, Mark Johnson (28) of Mendenhall and
Rodrick Hawkins (30) of Union; defensive back Malcolm Chinn (32), Tuscaloosa County (Ala.); linebackers Chris Watson (34) of West Lauderdale and Javod Wiggins (35) of Grenada; defensive back Gabe Loper
(39), Newton County; linebackers Kevin Cayetano (40) of Forest, and Jackie Leggett (42) of Meridian; punter/kicker Chad Mangum (43), Oak Hill Academy; and linebacker Jordan Vance (44), Trinity Episcopal;
(third row, from left) defensive lineman Tracy Hill (45), Northeast Lauderdale; linebackers Rob Roberts (46) of Newton County Academy and Demarcus Lewis (47) of Quitman; offensive linemen Andrew Perkins
(50) of Northwest Rankin and Josh Young (51) of Starkville; linebacker Octavious Gilbert (52), Prattville (Ala.); offensive linemen Lester Jackson (53) of Tuscaloosa Central (Ala.), Chucky Curry (54) of Newton,
Kyle Donald (60) of Louisville and Damion Young (62) of Pelahatchie; defensive lineman Akeem Moore (64), Southside (Selma, Ala.); offensive linemen Cole Stanley (65) of Sumrall, Brandon Fedrick (66) of Neshoba Central, Jared Fleming (70) of Louisville and Alaric Keams (71) of Choctaw Central; defensive lineman Khalid Wilson (72), Wilson Academy (New Orleans, La.); and offensive lineman Jared Huggins (73),
Gentry; (fourth row, from left) offensive linemen Fred Smith (74) of Newton County and Will McBeath (75) of Leake Academy; wide receivers Ronnie McMillan (80) of Tuscaloosa County (Ala.) and Octavious Wal¬
lace (81) of Union; running backs Clyde Tate (82) of Carthage and Rod Toole (84) of Newton County; coaches Derek Pouncey (wide receivers); James Miller (defensive coordinator); Fred Lyons (defensive line);
Brian Anderson (head coach/offensive coordinator); Randy Brunson (defensive ends); Keith Houston (defensive backs); Kyle Watson (offensive line/special teams); and Derek Jones (athletic trainer, Rush Sports
Medicine); defensive linemen John McDougle (90) of Newton County, Latavious Davis (94) of Early County (Blakely, Ga.), Jeremy Finley (97) of Meridian and Randy Hornesbuger (98) and Malcolm Kincade (99),
both of Louisville. Not pictured is defensive lineman Grant Johnson (95) of Morton.

. _
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Football CoachQS: Members of the East Central Community College football coach¬
ing staff and their respective areas of responsibility for 2009 include (kneeling from left) James Miller,
defensive coordinator; Brian Anderson, interim head coach/offensive coordinator; Derek Pouncey, wide
receivers; and (standing from left) Randy Brunson, defensive ends; Keith Houston, defensive backs;
Fred Lyons, defensive line; and Kyle Watson, offensive line. Also pictured is Derrick Jones, athletic
trainer and member of the Rush Sports Medicine Team.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Houston Named Assistant Football Coach:
Former University of Mississippi football player Keith Houston has
joined the football coaching staff at East Central Community College
in Decatur, announced interim head coach Brian Anderson. Ander¬
son said Houston will coach defensive backs.
Houston was a four-year letterman at Ole Miss, where he was a stu¬
dent-athlete from 2001 -07 and helped lead the Rebels to the 2004
Cotton Bowl victory. He also served as a volunteer coach during the
Rebels' summer football camps from 2001-07, primarily serving as
defensive backfield and linebackers coach. He is a 2007 graduate
of Ole Miss, where he received bachelor degrees in criminal justice
and African American Studies. Houston is a former football standout
at Philadelphia High School, where the four-year letterman earned
First Team, State Class 2A honors and received best defensive
player, best defensive back and coaches' awards. He was also se¬
lected team captain and participated in the MS/AL All-Star Game.
He also excelled in basketball and track. He is the son of Geraldine
Houston of Philadelphia.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Cheerleaders Garner Awards: Members of the cheerleading squad at East Central
Community College brought home various awards following Universal Cheerleaders Association camp
in Tuscaloosa, Ala. The group received superior and excellent ribbons in the cheer, sideline and fight
song categories and were also awarded first place in the junior college division for the overall fight song
category. Serving her first year as cheerleader coach is Shelley Thorns of Hickory. She is a former
Universal Cheerleading Association staff member and also was on the cheerleading squads at East
Central Community College and Mississippi State University.Squad members and their respective high
schools include Hannah Alley, Union Grove (Georgia); Ashley Amis, Richie Ferguson, Adrienne McDill
and Monica Vincent, all of Newton County; Will Emmons, Lake; Robyn Fanning, Philadelphia; Paul
David Hatcher and Cody Ming, both of Winston Academy; Josh Jarriel, Dayton Johnson and Liz Withers,
all of Neshoba Central; Chelsea Jones, Enterprise; Brandon Kennedy, Union; Abby McMillan and Anna
Williams, both of Newton County Academy; and Dustin Stewart, Louisville.Tryouts for the ECCC cheer
squad are held in April each year. We have clinics and practices in March up until the time of tryouts,
said Thorns. All requirements and clinic dates will be posted on the EC Web site. The group practices
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Tuesdays during the summer and from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Mondays and
Wednesdays during the fall semester.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Thorns Named ECCC Cheerleader Coach:
Shelley Thorns of Hickory was recently named cheerleader coach
at East Central Community College in Decatur, announced Chris
Harris, athletic director. Thorns is a former cheerleader at ECCC
and Mississippi State University and is a former staff member for the
Universal Cheerleading Association. She also recently joined the
faculty at Newton County High School, where she will teach comput¬
er applications and desktop publishing. Thorns is a 2003 graduate
of ECCC and received a bachelor's degree in secondary education
with a concentration in technology teacher education from MSU in
2006. She is married to Hank Thorns and they attend Decatur United
Methodist Church. They are expecting their first child in October.

HOUSTON

ECCC Benefit Baseball Golf Tournament
Saturday, Oct. 17 at 8 a.m.
Decatur Country Club
This is a two person scramble and the cost is $30 per person.
Lunch and beverage will be provided and door prizes will be given. Each partici¬
pant is responsible for their own golf cart.
To enter, please contact Chris Harris at 601-635-6258 or Chris Clark
at 601-635-6245. All proceeds will benefit the Warrior Baseball Team.
THOMS
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Warriors Work Toward Another Win
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
score with a score of their own,
his 69-yard punt return mid¬
this time when Dontice Sand¬
way in the third period cut the
ers - a product of Wetumpka
Jones lead to 27-10 following
Southwest Rallies
(Ala.) High School - tallied on
Chad Mangum's PAT. Estelle is a
to Edge ECCC, 21-20
a six-yard run with 42 seconds
sophomore from Childersburg,
Missed opportunities and
remaining, climaxing a 72-yard
Ala. Mangum, a freshman from
turnovers proved costly for the
march in nine plays. Mangum
Aberdeen and product of Oak
East Central Community Col¬
added the PAT and EC held a 20Hill Academy, also connected
lege Warriors who were unable
14 advantage at the half.
on a 23-yard field goal early in
to maintain a touchdown lead
Keys plays during the drive
first-period action to give EC a
at halftime and fell 21-20 to
included Taylor's 13-yard pass
3-0 advantage.
Southwest Mississippi Commu¬
to Hughes and his 14-yard toss
Warriors Fall to Hinds
nity College Thursday night in
to Owens. Cade continued the
In Division Opener
Summit.
drive with his 12-yard scamper
Unable to maintain their early
East Central, which dropped
to the Southwest 19. A pass in¬
lead, the Warriors went score¬
to 1-4 overall and 0-3 in the
terference call later gave EC first
less the final three periods and
MAGC South Division, carried
and goal at the six.
fell 30-7 to Hinds Community
a 20-14 lead into intermission
Third period action began
College on September 10 in
only to have the Bears (2-3,1 -2)
with the Warriors providing
Raymond in the MAGC South
rally for the game-winning tally
Southwest with excellent field
Division opener for both teams.
- a two-yard run by quarterback
position, as Mangum was unable
East Central, which fell to 1-2
Stanley Jennings with 7:25
to handle the snap from cen¬
overall,
managed its only points
remaining, capping a six-play,
ter during a punt attempt and
when
Taylor
fired a 16-yard
75-yard drive.
the Bears recovered the loose
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
strike to freshman running back
EC took possession three
Brian Anderson is all smiles as he congratulates the Warriors on their 27-24 win over Holmes Commu¬
pigskin at the EC 15. However,
Jeremy Harvey of Gulfport with
times following the Bear touch¬
nity College September 3 in Goodman. The non-division battle marked the first season win for EC and
the Warrior defense stiffened
7:11 left in the initial period.
down, but could not take ad¬
Anderson,
who is serving as interim head coach in addition to his duties as offensive coordinator.
and Thomas'31-yard field goal
Mangum added the PAT.
vantage of the opportunities. EC
attempt hit the left upright and
Taylor also connected with
was forced to punt from its 31
was no good.
Hughes
of Morton on a 28-yard
on the first opportunity, turned
Following the missed field
completion
during the seventhe ball over via an interception
goal, the Warriors took posses¬
play, 53-yard scoring drive,
at the Warrior 34 on the next
sion on their 20 and drove to the
which
gave EC possession on
series, and gave up possession
Southwest 39 but the scoring
the
Hinds
28.Taylor later moved
on downs at the EC 25 on the
threat ended when Taylor's pass
the Warriors to the 11 -yard-line
squad's final effort with just over
was intercepted by the Bears'J.D.
on his 17-yard scamper.
minute remaining.
Ratliff at the East Central 46.
East Central drove deep into
The division battle begin on
The Warrior defense again
Hinds
territory on its next pos¬
a positive note for the Warriors
stopped the Bear offense and
session, but the march stalled
who scored on their first posses¬
following a Southwest punt, EC
when
Cade was stopped short
sion when running back Der¬
drove from its 39 to the South¬
on
fourth
and one at the Eagle
rick Cade found the end zone
west 39, where the drive stalled
25.
on a one-yard burst, capping a
when Sanders was stopped
The Warrior defense stopped
13-play, 72-yard march. Oak Hill
short on fourth and two.
a
possible
Hinds score on the
Academy product Chad ManOn its next possession, EC put
ensuing
possession,
when soph¬
gum added the PAT.
together an impressive march
omore defensive back Elijah
Cade, one of the state's top
that began on its nine-yard line
Tanksley
of Meridian intercepted
rushers, had another productive
but ended on the Southwest
a
pass
from
Hinds quarterback
evening by compiling 91 yards
16, when Cade fumbled while
Les Lemons of Vicksburg at the
on 19 carries. He is a product of
fighting for additional yardage.
EC 16-yard-line and returned
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central High
Taylor's 28-yard completion to
the
pigskin to the EC 32. Prior to
School.
Owens and Cade's nine-and
the
interception.
Warrior defen¬
Key plays during the touch¬
eight-yard scampers were high¬
sive linemen Jeremy Dillion of
down drive included a 16-yard
lights during the 75-yard march.
Hattiesburg and Randy Hornesyard strike from quarterback
The Warriors missed on
burger
of Louisville combined
Emmanuel Taylor to receiver
another scoring opportunity on
talents
to
sack Lemons for a
Antonio Hughes of Morton to
the ensuing possession, when
seven-yard loss at the EC 46.
the Southwest 39,followed by
Mangum's 43-yard field goal
The Eagles, who improved
Taylor's 26-yard completion
attempt was partially blocked
to
2-1
overall, were not to be
to receiver Tevin Houston of
with 9:39 left in the contest. EC
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
denied on their next possession
Philadelphia at the Bear onehad begun the drive on its 38Antonio Hughes (11) of Morton helped give ECCC an early 14-0 lead over visiting Coahoma Community
as Lemons found pay dirt on
yard line.
College August 27 with this touchdown catch covering 30 yards. Quarterback Emmanuel Taylor, a prod¬
yard-line.
a seven-yard run with 9:43 left
Taylor, recognized as one of
uct of Early County High School in Blakley, Ga., fired the strike to the sophomore receiver. Also shown
The missed field goal evi¬
before halftime. Hinds botched
the state's top passers, finished
is Tiger linebacker Tyras Mack (23) of North Panola. Coahoma rallied from a 31-12 halftime deficit to clip
dently sparked the Southwest
the PAT attempt and EC still led
the evening by completing 16 of
the Warriors 32-31 in the season opener.
offense, which quickly marched
at 7-6.
31 passes for 235 yards and one
SPECIAL TO THE
75 yards in six plays for the goAfter an exchange of pos¬
score. He is a former standout
TOM-TOM
ahead score on Jennings'short
session, Hinds took the lead for
at Early County High School in
run. A key play during the drive
good on a 30-yard field goal
Defensive plays
Blakely,Ga.
was Jennings'39-yard pass to
with
2:18
left
before
intermislike the one
Southwest wasted little time
Reggie Sims, which gave South¬
above
by War¬
sion.The
drive
began
at
the
EC
in responding to the Warrior
west possession at the Warrior
rior
linebacker
29
and
was
aided
by
a
third
side¬
tally and put itself in scoring
29.
Quadarius
line violation charged against
position on Mardavian Martin's
East Central will take a break
Wallace (15) of
the Warriors - a 15-yard penalty
54-yard kickoff return to the East
Union helped
from division play this week by
that gave Hinds a first down on
Central 34.
lead to East
hosting Northeast Mississippi
the Warrior 26.
Four plays later, Jennings
Central's 27-24
Community College in the an¬
EC responded to the Hinds
crossed the goal line on a onewin over Hol¬
nual homecoming battle. Kickoff
score
by quickly driving from
yard run. Brandon Thomas'PAT
mes Community
is set for 2:30 p.m. at Bailey Staits 23 to the Eagle 24. On first
College Sept.
knotted the score at 7-7.
dium.TheTigers are 2-3 overall
down,Taylor lofted a strike to
3 in Goodman.
EC responded to the Bears'
following their 25-10 win over
Also pictured
Owens, who stretched his 5-10
score by marching 68 yards in
Holmes Thursday night.
is defensive
frame
to
make
the
catch
over
a
nine plays, capped by Taylor's
lineman Khalid
ECCC Offense Falters
Hinds
defender
in
the
end
zone.
three-yard TD strike to receiver
Wilson
(72) of
In 32-10 Loss to Jones
However, the play was nullified
Radarius Owens, a product of
New Orleans.
ECCC's highly-rated rushing
due to a Warrior penalty. On the
Quitman High School.The PAT
offense
never
got
on
track
on
a
next play,Taylor fired a strike to
failed but the Warriors led 13-7.
rain-soaked
Warrior
field
Sep¬
Hughes in the end zone, but he
Key plays during the touch¬
tember 17 but conditions did
was unable to make the grab.
down drive included a roughnot seem to bother the visiting
The half ended with Hinds cling¬
ing-the-punter call which gave
ing to a two-point lead.
Jones
County
Junior
College
EC a first down near midfield,
Bulldogs who cruised to a 32-10
Hinds wasted little time scor¬
followed by Taylor's 34-yard
MACJC South Division victory at
ing in the third period as they
completion to Hughes at the
Bailey Stadium.
connected with a 59-yard touch¬
Southwest three-yard-line.
The
Warriors,
who
dropped
down pass with 11:48 left in the
Southwest took its first lead
to 1-3 overall and 0-2 in division
stanza,followed by the PAT.
late in the second period after
The Warrior offense was sty¬
capitalizing on a Warrior fumble. play under Anderson, had just
169
yards
in
total
offense,
most
mied
most of the third quarter
The Bears took possession on
of
which
came
via
the
passing
but
began
clicking again early
their 45 following the miscue
game.
in the final period, thanks to a
and scored 13 plays later on Jen¬
Taylor, who is one of the
fumble recovery at midfield.
nings'four-yard dash with 5:01
During the drive,Taylor had a
left before halftime.Thomas'PAT nation's top passers, completed
14
of
29
attempts
for
159
yards
10-yard
completion to Hughes
gave Southwest a 14-13 advan¬
However, the drive would later
capping a seven-play, 79-yard
a fumble.
in
the
loss.
followed
by a six-yard toss to
tage.
stall,forcing a Warrior punt.
drive.
Hinds took advantage of the
Return specialist CJ Estelle
the Morton receiver on a fourth
Hinds extended its lead to 23The Warriors responded by
Warrior miscue by marching 55
provided the only scoring
and two situation, which gave
But once again the Warriors
7 on the ensuing possession on
driving from their 22 to the
hir' 'ight for East Central, when
EC possession on the Hinds 36.
responded to a Southwest
a 24-yard TD pass with 8:19 left,
Hinds 45, but lost possession on
See WARRIORS, Page 19
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Lady Soccer Warriors: East central commu¬
nity College women's soccer team member are seated from left are
forward/midfielder/keeper Laurel Burnett (1), a product of Neshoba
Central High School; defender Kathyrn White (2), Northeast Lauderdale; forward Jessy Harrison (3) and midfielder Monica Vincent (4),
both of Newton County; midfielder/team captain Alanna Fairchild
(5), Neshoba Central; and midfielder Marcia Guerreiro (6), Richland.
Kneeling from left are midfielder Liz Withers (8), Neshoba Central;
defenders Lisa Tubby (9) of Philadelphia and Sarah Costello (10) of
Northeast Lauderdale; midfielder/forward Polly Vaughn (11), Newton
County; defender Jasmine Buclon (12), New Albany; and midfielder
Mamie Shannon (13), a home-schooled student of Union. Standing
from left are Kenneth Thompson, head coach; Brooke White, as¬
sistant coach; midfielder/defender Jacueline Pionan (15), Jerupang
International, Labuan, Malaysia; keepers/defenders Brandy Greer
(14) of Carthage and Brooke Boulton (17) of Newton County; and
managers Jarvis Jordan, Long Beach; Jesus Martinez, Grenada;
and Kayla Moorehead, East Rankin Academy.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Soccer Warriors: These East Central Commu¬
nity College Soccer Warriors team members and their respective
high schools include (seated from left) forwards Alex Galistel (2) of
Northeast Lauderdale and Ben Stewart (3) of Grenada; midfielder
Alejandro Chavez (4), New Albany; defender Webb Compton (5),
Meridian; midfielder Nathan Rowell (6), Neshoba Central; defender
Lance Smith (7), Greene County; and forward Bass Price (8), Ne¬
shoba Central; (kneeling from left) defender/midfielder Zach Hutson
(9), McComb; midfielder David Galvin (10), Long Beach; forward
Logan Coates (11) and midfielder Michael Merritt (12), both of Ne¬
shoba Central; defender Jared Mullins (13), Faith Christian,Tupelo;
midfielders Edgar Alvarez (14) of Forest and Jackson Therrien (15)
of Newton County; and defender Tres Hartley (16), Greene County;
and (standing from left) Kenneth Thompson, head coach; Brooke
White, assistant coach; midfielders Kevin Lewis (17) of Enterprise
and Joey Walker (22) of Newton County; defender/keeper and team
captain Paul Sewell (24), Cherokee County (Leesburg, Ala.); keep¬
ers Justin Huguet (1) of Greene County and Micah McKee (00) of
West Lauderdale; and managers Jarvis Jordan, Long Beach; Jesus
Martinez, Grenada; and Kayla Moorehead, East Rankin Academy.

WARRIORS
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yards in eight plays, climaxed
with a four-yard TD scamper
with just 43 seconds left to play
and added the PAT.
EC had 304 yards of total
offense.Taylor completed 18
of 31 passes for 158 yards and
one touchdown. Hughes was
the top receiver with six catches
for 64 yards.Taylor was also the
Warriors'leading rusher with 75
yards on nine carries. Cade had
51 yards on 13 attempts.
The Warriors were penalized
eight times for 65 yards.
ECCC Warriors Clip
Holmes 27-24 for First

Taylor also had a productive
evening, as he threw touchdown
passes of 28 and nine yards to
wide receiver Antonio Ricks and
scored on a one-yard plunge.
Taylor finished the night by
completing nine of 14 passes for
81 yards. Ricks is a former stand¬
out at Carthage High School.
Mangum completed the scoring
by connecting on field goals of
42 and 30 yards and made all
three PATs. His 42-yarder gave EC
a 3-0 lead at halftime.
The Bulldogs connected
on two touchdown passes for
Holmes and a three-yard plunge.
The Bulldogs added a 21 -yard
field goal and two PATs to com¬
plete the Bulldogs'scoring.
Coahoma Rallies

to Clip ECCC Warriors
Season Victory
An impressive first half was
Cade rambled for 172 yards
followed by a lackluster perfor¬
on 22 carries and helped lead
mance the final two quarters
ECCC to a 27-24 decision over
as the Warriors let a 19-point
Holmes Community College
halftime lead slip away in a 32September 3 in Goodman for
31 defeat to Coahoma Commu¬
the Warriors'first victory of 2009. nity College August 27 at Bailey
Cade also had several long
Stadium in Decatur.
gains on the game's final drive,
Anderson said his squad sim¬
including a 16-yard scamper to
ply made too many mistakes in
the Holmes' 18-yard-line in the
the second half, which began
closing moments to preserve
with the Warriors holding a 31the victory.
12 advantage.
Anderson, who was doused
East Central scored on its first
with Gatorade commemorating
two possessions of the game,
his first win as the Warrior leader, the first when Cade tallied on a
complimented his squad's
one-yard burst, capping a sixefforts, which follows a 32-31
play, 74-yard march. Mangum
disappointing loss to visiting
added the first of his four PATs.
Coahoma in the season opener.
Taylor rushed for 56 yards
EC appeared in control of the
during the drive, with his lon¬
non-division match-up and led
gest effort coming on a 27-yard
31-12 at halftime.
scramble to the Coahoma 14.
"It was a hard-fought, old
Taylor connected on a
fashion football game," said An¬
30-yard touchdown pass to
derson, who also serves as offen¬ Hughes for the second score,
sive coordinator."! think it was
capping a 60-yard drive in just
a great team win.The defense
six plays, and the Warriors led
carried the offense in the first
14-0 with 6:26 remaining in the
half and into the second half
first period.
until the offense got rolling.The
The Tigers drove to the EC 13
offensive line and running backs ■ on the ensuing possession, but
really toted the mail and carried
the scoring threat was nixed
us down the field several times.
when Estelle intercepted the
It is great to have situations like
Tigers' pass in the end zone.
that when the pressure is on and
Coahoma was not to be de¬
we need to maintain ball control nied on its next possession as
and that's what we did."
they found pay dirt from three

yards out early in second period
action.The PAT failed.The scor¬
ing drive covered 62 yards and
took nine plays.
The Warriors responded with
their third score, an 11-yard
touchdown pass from Taylor to
Ricks with about 11 minutes left
before halftime.
The scoring drive was set
up by Estelle's 37-yard kickoff
return to the Coahoma 44. A
key play during the march was
Taylor's 17-yard completion to
Owens on third and six, which
gave EC a new set of downs at
the Tiger 23-yard-line.
Now trailing 21-6, Coahoma
took possession on its 37 fol¬
lowing the kickoff and moved
into Warrior territory. But the
drive ended whenTanksley
intercepted Brown's pass at the
Warrior 17-yard-line.
EC mounted another im¬
pressive drive following the
turnover and reached the end
zone when Taylor and Hughes
connected on an eight-yard TD
pass with just over two minutes
left before halftime, extending
the Warrior lead to 28-6.
Key plays during the 83-yard,
14-play march include a 19yard completion from Taylor to
wide receiver Duane Bilbro of
Morton to the Coahoma 24, and
Cade's 12-yard run, which gave
EC first and goal at the eight.
The Tigers quickly responded
with a score of their own, when
they heaved a 23-yard TD strike
on a fourth and 10 situation
with just 28 seconds remaining
before the break, cutting the EC
advantage to 28-12.
The Warriors took the en¬
suing kickoff at their 32, and
thanks to Taylor's 17-yard
burst and his 22-yard strike to
Hughes, EC reached the Co¬
ahoma 27 and set up Mangum's
successful 45-yard field goal to
end first-half action.
EC's offense looked unstop¬
pable during that first half, as
Taylor connected on 10 of 13
passes for 119 yards and three
scores, and had eight carries for
69 yards. Hughes was the top

receiver with three catches f6r
51 yards and a score.
The Warriors held a 15-9
advantage in first downs at
halftime, and had the edge in
total yardage, 287 to 228.
But the second half was a
different story.
The Tigers closed the scoring
gap to 31-18 on Jones'53-yard
TD pass to Dawson with 9:27
left in the third period, capping
a 65-yard march in 13 plays.
The Warriors reached the
Coahoma 18 on the ensuing
possession, but the drive stalled
and Mangum's 40-yard field
goal attempt hit the crossbar.
After an exchange of posses¬
sion, Dawson added his second
tally of the evening in exciting
fashion, as he zipped though
the Warrior punt coverage on a
97-yard return on the final play
of the third quarter.The Tigers
fired a strike for the two-point
conversion, cutting the EC ad¬
vantage to 31-26.
The Warriors reached scor¬
ing territory early in the fourth
period, but were unable to take
advantage of the opportunity
as Mangum's 37-yard field goal
was wide left.
Following the missed field
goal, Coahoma took posses¬
sion on its 20 and marched 80
yards in 15 plays, capped by a
five-yard TD burst, giving the
Tigers a 32-31 advantage with
5:14 remaining.The two-point
conversion failed.
EC mounted an impres¬
sive drive in the game's final
minutes, but turned the ball
over when Taylor's eight-yard
completion to Owens to the
20-yard line was inches short of
a first down.
For the night,Taylor com¬
pleted 17 of 27 passes for 170
yards and three scores. Hughes
was the top receiver with five
catches for 57 yards and one TD.
Taylor was also the Warriors'
top rusher with 97 yards on 17
carries. Cade had 67 yards on 18
carries and one score.
ECCC had 401 yards of total
offense and 22 first downs.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Soccer Coaches: Kenneth Thompson (left)
begins his 11th year as soccer head coach at East Central Com¬
munity College. Brooke White (right), a former ECCC soccer
standout from Florence, is serving as Thompson's assistant
during the fall campaign. White has rejoined the College's
soccer program as a student assistant coach for the fall term,
announced head coach Kenneth Thompson. White was a
member of the 2006 and 2007 Lady Soccer Warriors, earning
All-Region 23 and team captain honors. She was also chosen
the squad's most valuable player. She recently completed her
junior year at Mississippi State University, where she is pursu¬
ing a bachelor's degree in biological sciences.

||

2009

ECCC Warrior

Soccer

Schedule

October 1 v. Jones (men only) 4 p.m. HOME
October 2 v. Holmes 1 p.m. HOME
October 4 v. Marion Military 1 p.m. HOME
October 7 v. Co-Lin 5:30 & 7:30 p.m. AWAY
October 10 v. Gulf Coast 11 & 1 p.m. AWAY
October 13 v. Jones 2 & 4 p.m. HOME
October 17 v. Pearl River 11 a 1 p.m. HOME
October 21 v. Southwest 2 & 4 p.m. AWAY

11
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Acton
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
He found success as a
student-athlete and later as a
coach. He continued his love of
sports by participating in vari¬
ous league competitions for 62
years and has won several gold
medals in the Senior Olympics.
In recognition of his lifelong
and distinguished career in
sports, Don Acton of Knoxville,
Tenn., is joining the list of other
standouts in the East Central
Community College Athletic
Hall of Fame. His induction will
be held during the College's
homecoming activities sched¬
uled Saturday, Oct. 3 on the
Decatur, MS campus.
"There is not a person in the
entire world, more happy and
excited over this honor be¬
stowed upon me by the ECCC
Alumni Association,"said Acton
"ECCC has been a firm foun¬
dation for so much in my life.
Being elected into the Athletic
Hall of Fame is a humbling and
gratifying experience. I will be
forever grateful for the honor."
Acton, a Vincent, Ala. native
and 1953 ECCC graduate, said
his love of sports enabled him
to attend the College.
"I love sports....and my
participation in football, base¬
ball and basketball was truly
a mountain-top experience,"
he said."Every day of my life, I
am aware of how blessed I am
to have spent two wonderful
years at ECCC!"
Acton arrived at then ECJC
in the fall of 1951 following a
stellar career at Vincent (Ala.)
High School, where he was a

Athletics

Named to Athletic Hall of
four-year letterman in football,
gram, Coach Grace showed a
baseball and basketball and
film of the season's last game.
Acton clearly jumped offsides
served as team captain for foot¬
during one play, which prompt¬
ball and baseball.
At East Central, Acton was
ed Coach Grace to announce
in front of the entire student
a two-year starter in football
and baseball and served as
body:"Acton,you need to learn
co-captain and captain of the
not to jump off sides!" Acton
two sports, respectively. He also
said he was obviously a little
served as manager of the 1953
embarrassed at that moment!
championship Warrior basket¬
Regarding his baseball
career, Acton said the main
ball team.
Acton, an offensive lineman
highlight occurred during his
(long snapper) and kicker who
sophomore year in the state
had the nickname "Trouble,"
playoffs:
according to the College year¬
"I came to bat in the bottom
book, still remembers his first
of the ninth and we were down
football game as a Warrior.
by two runs. We had two men
"My first game at East Central
on base, there were two outs
was exciting and a dream
and I had a 3-2 count before
me. I hit a walk-off home run
come true," he said."My team¬
mates elected me as co-captain
and we won the game, 10-9.1
with my friend and teammate,
was credited with seven runs
Chester Smith.This was indeed
for the day!"
a true highlight. I worked hard
Acton recalled another
to live up to the honor and was
highlight that actually became
most grateful."
another"embarrassing mo¬
Acton and the Warriors
ment."
won the season opener, a 14-7
"During one home game," he
decision over Mississippi Delta
said,"I tore the seat of my base¬
Community College.
Don Acton ball pants while sliding into
Another football "highlight"
home plate! Since we only had
head
coach
John
Grace"motially
pull
tricks
on
each
other,
as
occurred in a game at East Mis¬
one uniform, I had to play the
vated"the Warriors to victory.
he explained:
sissippi Community College in
rest of the game trying to cover
"We were not playing well
"One of our best running
Scooba, coached at that time by
the hole with my glove!"
against Southwest and trailed
backs had a phobia for large
the legendary "Bull" Sullivan.
Acton's stats in baseball were
7-6
at
halftime,"
Acton
said.
animals.
So,
the
linemen
decid¬
"On the first play from scrim¬
surely not a laughing matter,
"No one said a word in the
ed to place a real donkey in his
mage," Action said("l was hit
as the infielder batted ..335 his
locker room. After 10 minutes
room in Winston Hall, where the freshman year and posted a
so hard I lost both my front
team lived. It was a humorous
of silence, Coach Grace opened
teeth.. .by the roots! Stitches
.356 batting average his sopho¬
the
door
very
sternly
and
said,
sight to see when he arrived in
were placed in my upper lip
more season.
'Excuse me, girls,'and walked
his room to find such a surprise!
and I returned in the second
Acton also served as man¬
out. We came back to win the
His exit was very fast, needless
half of the game. We had no
ager for the 1952-53 men's
game 13-7."
to say!"
face masks in the 1950s!"
championship basketball
Acton
said
he
and
his
team¬
Acton himself was the sub¬
He also recalled a game
squad, coached by the late Arno
mates also took time for a little
ject of a little "abus^:"'
against Southwest Mississippi
Vincent, who also became the
laughter and would occasionDuring an assembly pro¬
Community College and how
College's third presidentThe

WILLIAM

Master of

CAREY

Biomedical

Fame
Warriors won the Mississippi Ju¬
nior College Basketball Tourna¬
ment and finished fourth in the
NJCAA Tournament in Hutchinson, Kansas.
The late Denver Brackeen
was a standout member of the
championship team and had
intended to nominate Acton for
the Athletic Hall of Fame prior
to his death, according to Char¬
lotte Brackeen, who submitted
the nomination on behalf of her
late husband.
"Denver did not get to follow
through and make the nomina¬
tion like he wanted to before he
died," Charlotte said."He spoke
often about what an outstand¬
ing athlete Don was at EC and
that he was very deserving of
this honor. He also mentioned
how important Don was to the
basketball team. He was also
an all-around student at EC
and was very popular with his
classmates."
Acton's popularity was repre¬
sented by the fact that he was
selected Mr. ECJC for 1952-53.
"I was amazed and hum¬
bly grateful (regarding the
honor)...for I considered every
single student my friend."
Acton also served as sopho¬
more class president and was
chairman of the Election Com¬
mittee. He was a member of
the Madrigals, Mixed Choir and
Baptist Student Union Counsel.
In reflecting on his time at
EC, Acton made the following
comments:
"From the moment I first
stepped foot on campus, it was
See ACTON, Page 23

UNIVERSITY

Science

Degree

A Future of Healing

The first class of biomedical science students are pictured here with faculty and staff of the WCU School of Natural and Behavioral Sciences.
This one year, non-thesis program consists of human gross anatomy, human microanatomy, medical embryology,
medical biochemistry, medical physiology, epidemiology, biostatistics, and issues in clinical medicine.
The degree is designed to give students options such as matriculation into professional schools: osteopathic (DO) and
allopathic (MD) medical schools; dental school; optometry school; podiatry school; Ph.D. and other doctoral programs.
The program can also assist with job enhancement in education, public health, and the pharmaceutical industry.

www.wmcarey.edu

800-962-5991

Ext.

6586
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McPhail
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
She first held a tennis racket
when she was"recruited"to
play the sport at East Central
Community College in Decatur.
Her career in coaching was also
not planned but something she
was more-or-less forced to do.
But the sport has become
a perfect "match" for Wanda
Blackwell McPhail, whose suc¬
cess as Meridian Community
College's tennis coach has land¬
ed the Collinsville resident in
the ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame.
She will be enshrined into
the prestigious group during
ECCC's homecoming activities
scheduled Saturday,Oct.3.
McPhail referred to her up¬
coming induction as "one of the
greatest honors I have received
in my life."
"To receive an award like this
is just icing on the cake,"said
McPhail, whose list of honors
include her selection as NJCAA
Region XXIII Tennis Coach of
the Year for 2008-09 after lead¬
ing her MCC women and men's
teams to Region 23 titles and
berths in the national tourna¬
ment"! was so pleased when
as a student I was named to
the ECJC Hall of Fame, and I am
again so pleased to be honored
by my alma mater."
Longtime ECCC faculty mem¬
ber Lucille Wood nominated
her former player for the honor.
"Wanda has played a major
role in promoting tennis in
high schools, community and
junior colleges in Mississippi,
Region 23 and throughout the
nation,"said Miss Wood."She
has received several "Coach of

Tapped

the Year" honors and numer¬
ous national awards. Wanda
demonstrated her excellence in
coaching by taking more teams
to national tournaments and re¬
ceiving more national rankings
than any other coach among
her colleagues."
In addition to McPhail's 2008
tennis squads earning regional
titles, the men's team was also
recognized as the sports' NJ¬
CAA Academic Team of the Year
for achieving a 3.69 grade point
average. In 2009, two players
- one from each team - were
chosen to receive the Arthur
Ashe National Sportsmanship
Award and will attend the US
Open Tennis Tournament in
New York City, all expenses paid.
The two athletes will also be
guests of New York City and
will be greeted by Mayor Mike
Bloomberg.
But success is nothing new
for Coach McPhail, who took
over the MCC tennis program
in 2000 and also serves as an
English instructor.
Her women's team record is
140-41. In addition to winning
the 2009 Region 23 title, her
squads posted regional and
MACJC (Mississippi Associa¬
tion of Community and Junior
Colleges) State championships
from 2003-2006 and were re¬
gional and state runners-ups in
2004 and 2005. Her Lady Eagles
advanced to the NJCAA Nation¬
al Tournament during the 2002
to 2009 campaigns and were
nationally ranked each sea¬
son.Three of her players were
named Intercollegiate Tennis
Association Ail-Americans and
eight were selected NJCAA

Athletics

for Athletic

Wanda Blackwell McPhail
Academic Ail-Americans.
The men's record is even
more impressive at 145-33. In
addition to winning the Region
23 title in 2009, the Eagles cap¬
tured region championships
in 2002,2004,2005,2007 and
2008, and were MACJC State
Champions in 2004,2005,2007
and 2008.The MCC men were
region and state runners-up in
2003 and 2006, and advanced
to the NJCAA National Tourna¬
ment from 2002 to 2008.They
were also nationally ranked
during that time period. In addi¬
tion, six Eagles were chosen ITA
Academic Ail-Americans.
Coach McPhail's honors are
also impressive. In addition to
her 2008-09 national accolades,
she has been chosen Region 23

Women's Coach of the Year on
six occasions; Mississippi Asso¬
ciation of Coaches (MAC) Men's
and Women's Tennis Coach of
the Year (four times); MACJC
Women's Coach of the Year (five
times); MACJC Men's Coach
of the Year (five times); and
received the Hershel Stephen's
Coaching Award in 2007, an
honor voted on by men coach¬
es recognizing outstanding
service and dedication to men's
tennis on the national level.
In addition, she is presently
the president and formerly vice
president and secretary of the
NJCAA Tennis Coaches'Associa¬
tion and served several terms as
secretary of the MACJC Coach¬
es'Association. She is now
serving a term on the ITA Board
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As professors, they teach. As people, they care.

When you're a college student, your time is invaluable. And
your time is better spent when your professors genuinely
((AT! Mississippi

our faculty combines the best in academic and spiritual
guidance, which means they take their teaching and their
students very personally.
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of Fame

of Directors. She also served on
several tennis-related commit¬
tees on the state and national
levels.
The fact that McPhail has
experienced a successful career
as tennis coach has really been
somewhat of a surprise to the
Union native, especially since
she knew little about the sport
until arriving as a student-ath¬
lete at ECCC following a suc¬
cessful basketball and track
career at Union High School.
McPhail, who entered East
Central in the fall of 1969 to
play basketball for Coach
Wood's Warriorettes, recalled
the first day she was"introduced"to tennis.
"As an athlete, my time at
East Central was special,"she
said."l had never played tennis
in my life and can't recall if I had
every really seen a tennis rack¬
et! But Coach Wood told me
that I was going to play tennis,
so I did. I became so passion¬
ate about tennis that I would
sometimes practice from noon
to 'dark thirty' during the spring
semester. I never dreamed that
tennis would turn out to be so
important in my life or bring so
much success."
McPhail said the"highlight"
of her tennis experience at EC
came during her sophomore
year when she and doubles
partner Lucy Young (also an
ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame
member) were runners-up in
the state tournament.Young's
first experience at tennis was
also when Coach Wood "recruit¬
ed" her for the squad!
She also recalled a few other
"highlights" related to the sport:

U JL

care about you and your success. At Mississippi College,
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FIND FAITH. FIND FAMILY. FIND YOUR FUTURE.

"Our manager, Susan Shoe¬
maker, was playing (tennis) one
day and decided to jump the
net," McPhail said."But to our
horror, her foot got hung in
the net, and she fell and hurt
her head. We were all scared to
death that she had really hurt
herself. She had a'bump'for
quite a while, which served as a
reminder to all us not to try that
trick!"
Another "highlight" was
probably more of an embar¬
rassment for the young athlete.
"We were playing tennis at
Perkinston. My dad was in the
VA hospital, so I was a little
strung out the whole semester,"
she said."And to make matters
worse, I left my tennis shoes
at home! My memory is that I
played barefooted...but Coach
Wood's memory is that I had to
borrow tennis shoes from a Gulf
Coast player. But regardless, I
never forgot my tennis shoes
again or any other piece of .
equipment!"
She also recalled competi¬
tion on the ECJC courts during
adverse weather conditions.
"It snowed during one of
our matches in early April,"she
said with amazement."! don't
remember if we won, but we
were able to finish the match!"
McPhail's passion also includ¬
ed playing basketball for ECCC
and being a member of Coach
Wood's 1969-70 and 1970-71
squads. McPhail was actually
planning to attend MUW and
play basketball...but credits
the late Denver Brackeen (for¬
mer EC coach/administrator)
for "encouraging me to play
See MCPHAIL, Page 23
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Kennedy Travels
By MARTY KIRK
Staff Writer
William Carey, a missionary
to India, once stated/To know
the will of God, we need an
open Bible and an open map."
Brandon Kennedy, a sophomore
at East Central Community
College, does indeed have an
open map. Kennedy has already
traveled to Peru twice in the last
year and plans to continue fol¬
lowing the Great Commission,
found in Matthew 28:18-20.
Tom Cox World Ministries
sent Kennedy and fellow mis¬
sionaries to Peru in March and
August of 200y. By fundraising
for himself, he was able to have
the sufficient amount of money
to go both times.
Kennedy and his team mem¬
bers resided in the Tom Cox
Seminary in Trujillo, Peru. Along
with his team of 30 people,
Brandon did many projects to
reach the people of Peru.

From the time they woke
up in the morning until late at
night, they worked to further
God's kingdom. For the first half
of the day, the team performed
medical missions. In the after¬
noon, they went door-to-door
evangelizing to Peruvians.
Worship crusades, much like
a revival service, were held at
night.
Before Kennedy traveled to
Peru for the first time, he had
many worries to overcome. He
was nervous and wondered if
he would be useful; however,
by the second trip, his anxieties
had vanished. On the second
trip, he worked with an older
generation and gained much
respect for them by observing
their boldness and wisdom.
Kennedy mentioned that
Peru's weather is very different
than that of America's fluctuat¬
ing climate. When he went in
August, winter was occurring; it
was not cold to him, but the Pe¬

to

Peru

ruvians
wore

KENNEDY

the outskirts of town. While our
upper class is wealthy, Peru's
upper class is equivalent to our
middle class.
While Kennedy was in the
Andes Mountains, he noticed
that the children are mistreated
tremendously. At an early age,
children are forced into prosti¬
tution and mine working. None

on

Mission

of us in America know what
that is like, and Kennedy said he
was very disheartened by the
abuse of children.
His sister, who he considers
to be his role model, greatly
impacted his decision to go
to Peru. He wanted to be used
by God, as she had been. His
second trip was unplanned, but
God found a way to use Ken¬
nedy for his work in Peru again.
After being a missionary to
Peru twice, Kennedy said he has
gained a great deal of bold¬
ness for the Gospel, confidence
in Christ and lifelong bonds
with people. He now has a new,
strong passion for missions and
hopes to one day start his own
world mission ministry.
Kennedy also carries out
God's word here at EC by being
President of the Baptist Student
Union, and he is also a cheer¬
leader. In the words of Kennedy,
"It's a blessing to be a blessing."

■*
Hall Receives

'Player of
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Former East Central Commu¬
nity College baseball standout
ZeEricka Hall of Carthage is
off to a successful start in his
professional career by recently
earning league and team
"Player of the Month" honors.
Hall, a 6', 175-pound out¬
fielder, batted .322 with four
doubles, six RBIs and scored 11
runs for the Gulf Coast Mets to

the

Rookie

Month'

notch top honors for July.The
Gulf Coast Mets are part of the
New York Mets'organization
and compete in the Gulf Coast
Rookie League.
Hall was drafted by the New
York Mets in the 29th round
on Day Two of the 2009 Ma¬
jor League Baseball First-Year
Player Draft held June 10.
He posted a .369 average
and collected 34 RBIs during
the Diamond Warriors'2009

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

League
ECCC Assistant
Tennis Coach Honored:
East Central Community Col¬
lege assistant tennis coach Pat
O'Neill was recently honored
by The Intercollegiate Tennis
Association, which named him
Community and Junior College
Assistant Coach of the Year for
Region 23. O'Neill is an assis¬
tant to his wife, Dianne O'Neill,
and Kyle Watson who share
head coach duties. Region 23
includes teams in Mississippi
and Louisiana.

Honors

campaign. Hall led ECCC in
doubles (21) and stolen bases
(22), collected four triples and
scored a team-best 48 runs.
Neal Holliman serves as
ECCC head baseball coach and
is assisted by Michael Avalon.
Former assistant Roberto Mar¬
tinez is now coaching in Texas.
Hunter Vick of Thomasville,
Ala., was recently added to the
coaching staff.

HALL

MISSISSIPPI
Vick Joins

Trip

Baseball

STATE

Staff
UNIVERSITY

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Hunter Vick of Thomasville,
Ala., is a recent addition to the
East Central Community Col¬
lege baseball staff, announced
Neal Holliman, head coach.
Priortojoining the Diamond
Warriors, Vick served in 2008
as an assistant coach with the
Pensacola Pelicans, a profes¬
sional team in Pensacola, Fla.
His duties included serving as
first-base coach and providing
instruction in hitting and field¬
ing. He was also lead instruc¬
tor for the Pelicans'Training
Academy. In addition, he has

participated in various coach¬
ing clinics and provides private
and group lessons for baseball
players of all ages.
He has several years experi¬
ence in professional baseball,
beginning in 2004 with the
Pensacola Pelicans and con¬
cluding with the Vero Beach
Devil Rays in 2007.
Vick is a former standout
baseball player at Faulkner
State Community College in
Bay Minette, Ala., and at the
University of West Florida in
Pensacola, where he received
a bachelor's degree in physical
education.

O-ffice of A^i/wissiot/is tmtk 'Sck)Ursfoi^s

SPICUL TO THE TOM-TOM
Promoting Warrior Athletics: Support for East Central Community College athletics was
the main item on the agenda when the Warrior Club Fall Banquet was held Aug. 13. Athletic Director
Chris Harris is shown expressing appreciation to the approximately 80 supporters in attendance for the
second annual event, held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. ECCC head coaches also spoke and pro¬
vided updates from their respective programs. Shown with Harris at the head table are (from left) Kyle
Watson, co-tennis coach with Dianne O'Neill and her husband Patrick O'Neill; Scott Hill, head Softball
coach; Warrior Club president Brenda Chaney and husband Rickey of Little Rock; Bill Smith, women's
ead basketball coach; Brian Anderson, interim head football coach; Kenneth Thompson, head soccer
£:h; and Maurice Bowie, men's head basketball coach. Brenda Chaney was re-elected Warrior Club
32ipp'14,anc' Krissi Munn of Decatur was chosen vice president. For more information on The Warrior
3i:the 0ffice of Development and Alumni Relations, 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462^The e-mail address is sholling@eccc.edu.

P.O. Box 6334 • Mississippi State, MS 39762-6334
T: 662-325-2224 • F: 662-325-1MSU • E-mail: admitmsstate.edu

MSU is an equal opportunity institution.
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FLU
From Page 1

infected.
The most deceitful sign of the
disease is its almost identical appear¬
ance to influenza, or the common flu.
As is the case with the common flu,
HI N1 Swine Flu is commonly trans¬
ported through the air and spread
from person to person in respiratory
droplets.. They are inhaled through
the nose and mouth by way of
sneezing and coughing, and are also
contracted through direct contact
between people as a result of poor

ACTON
From Page 20
the beginning of a founda¬
tion for everything that I have
accomplished.! loved my high
school but it failed to prepare
me for college. ECCC knew this
immediately and all who were
associated with me happily pro¬
vided their assistance. I felt the
love and caring of every one.
The memories are very real to
me. I never skipped class simply
because I enjoyed taking part in
them. Despite being an average
student at ECCC, the foundation
that was formed enabled me
to make all A's in my graduate
work.To me, ECCC was a contin¬
uation of the loving and caring
home I was raised in."
Acton continued his edu¬
cation and athletic career by
attending Bethel College in
McKenzie,Tenn. While there, he
was a two-year standout on the
baseball team and served as
team captain.
The highlight of his baseball
career at Bethel came during
his senior season, when he
posted a ..419 batting average,
which was a conference record.
He also served as team captain.
Acton said his batting aver¬
age while playing at EC and
Bethel was .350, and he only
struck out seven times total
during the four-year span as a
starter."I'm very proud of both
achievements," he said.

MCPHAIL
From Page 21

basketball for ECJC."
She never regretted the
decision, she said even though
financial assistance was not
available for female athletes at
EC.
"We played (basketball) for
the love of the game.. .there
were no scholarships," she stated."lt was certainly a highlight
to have been a contributing
member of a state champion¬
ship team (1970-71); however,
my fondest memories are of
my teammates and Coach
Wood.
Wood said of her former
player:
"I had the pleasure of coach¬
ing Wanda in three sports at
East Central," said Wood."She
was a well-disciplined athlete
who demonstrated outstand¬
ing leadership and athletic
abilities in all three sports. She
also excelled academically."
McPhail remembers playing
in her first basketball game
for Coach Wood. Ironically, the
match-up was against then
Meridian "Junior" College.
"They had just completed
the new gym," she said."I
substituted off the bench
and stayed in the rest of the
game....what a rivalry!"
In addition to tennis and
basketball, McPhail also found
success in volleyball and
intramurals.She helped lead

hygiene. Mirroring the symptoms
of the common flu, HI N1 Swine Flu
symptoms are often confused with
the onset of the common flu, thus
making the disease hard difficult to
contain.
"Symptoms include fever, runny
nose, lack of appetite, sore throat, dry
cough,fatigue, generalized aches and
pains, vomiting, diarrhea, headache,
and chills,"said Gloria Rigdon, school
nurse for East Central Community
College.
Aside from knowledge and aware¬
ness, personal protection through
good hygiene is the best defense
against HI N1 Swine Flu. Many diseas¬
es and infections are spread by way of

hand contact. Good hygiene habits,
including proper hand washing and
trimming of nails and cuticles, are key
in preventing infection.
To ensure proper hand washing,
wash for at least 20 seconds with
anti-bacterial soap and warm or hot
water after using the restroom, work¬
ing, coming into contact with other
people, and any other times hands
might be contaminated.
Making sure one's mouth and
nose are covered when sneezing or
coughing cuts off the airways so that
particles cannot enter. The Center for
Disease Control recommends using
an arm or sleeve if tissues are not
readily available.

Limit contact between hands and
faces and use alcohol based hand
sanitizers between washings, disinfect
furniture, door knobs, personal be¬
longings and develop good sanitizing
habits, such as proper house cleaning
and disinfecting.
Restrain from using other people's
cellular phones and personal com¬
munication devices and drinking
from other people's soda bottles, cups
glasses and other containers, and do
not eat after anyone. Use common
sense and good personal hygiene
habits to ensure safety and preven¬
tion of the disease.
Students are encouraged to take
initiative with their personal groom¬

Page 23
ing, cleaning and social habits. Follow
tips and advice on personal hygiene
and disease prevention. Partake
of only their own meals and bever¬
ages and follow media updates and
news alerts concerning the disease.
Practice daily habits that will rein¬
force caution and awareness of the
disease. If symptoms arise, see a
doctor or nurse for a health check-up
immediately. Knowledge and person¬
al protection are the best defenses
against HINT Swine Flu with the on¬
set of flu season rapidly approaching.
Students are also asked to remember
that anyone who is tested positive
for H1N1 Swine Flu must remain off
campus for four days.

In addition to playing
baseball at Bethel, Acton was a
two-year member on the tennis
team.
His popularity as student
continued at the small school,
as he was selected senior class
president and was runner-up to
Mr. Bethel College. He received
a bachelor's degree in 1955
and would later be honored
by the college with the Bethel
Distinguished Alumni Award,
presented in 1992.
Acton's coaching career
began in 1955 at Western
Kentucky University in Bowling
Green, where he served as head
coach for the freshman football
team. He also earned a master's
degree at Western Kentucky.
But the highlight of his
coaching career came later at
Warren Central High School,
also located in Bowling Green.
He was 26 years old when he
was hired as the school's first
head football coach.
"In 1959, this school had
1,500 students and was known
for its basketball program," he
said.'They had never played
football; so, I was hired to orga¬
nize a football team.Only four
of the 44 team members had
ever played the game."
Despite the odds, Acton led
that first team to an undefeated
season, averaging 33 points a
game! He followed that suc¬
cess with an 8-2 record. Obvi¬
ously, both teams would have
advanced to post-season play
but playoffs did not exist at that

time.
Acton also coached the
school's baseball team, which
earned district and regional
titles. He also served as golf
coach.
Acton continued his coach¬
ing career at Vincent (Ala.) High
School, his alma mater, where
he was head coach for baseball
and basketball and was assis¬
tant football coach.
He later coached girls' bas¬
ketball and Softball and served
as headmaster at Warrior Acad¬
emy in Eutaw, Ala.
Acton completed his coach¬
ing career by winning an
astonishing 87 percent of all
games played. He led his teams
to four district championships
and three regional titles. He also
had two state runners-up,one
in women's basketball and the
other in baseball.
Although he was obviously
quite busy as a coach, Acton
still found time to continue his
love of participation in sports.
"I was blessed to play 63
consecutive years of softball
or baseball, in an organized
league...and I enjoyed every
game," he said.
He particularly excelled in
golf, winning the East Tennes¬
see Senior Olympic Golf Tour¬
nament.
"There were 480 entries for
the tournament," he said."And
to win a gold medal, at age 71,
was very exciting!"
He also won gold medals
in softball competition and

has earned four gold medals
was 13 at the time.
overall.
"Dad pitched the opener
Acton's expertise in golf is
right-handed and also
also reflected by the fact he has saw time at first base," he
recalled/'During the second
recorded five holes-in-one!
He has also played rounds
game, he threw left-handed.
of golf with many celebrities,
I played second base during
including the late Alabama
both games. It was lots of fun."
head football coach, Paul "Bear"
Acton mentioned other role
Bryant.
models, including the late Ted
"Coach Bryant was a role
Williams and Denver Brackeen,
model for me," Acton said."l
and Arnold Palmer:
had the privilege of playing
"Coach Grace arranged,
during my freshman year of
several rounds of golf with
him and knew him personally. I
baseball, for Ted Williams to
work with the team. I worked
also emulated him as much as
possible.The last round of golf
with him on my hitting for a
I played with him was in 1976.
week. Clayton Blount,a mem, ber of the ECCC Athletic Hall of
Included in the foursome was
Joe Namath and Jerry Pate, a
Fame, was responsible for Ted
U.S. Open champion."
Williams meeting Coach Grace.
Acton said he had several
"Denver Brackeen was my
role models, but his dad (the
idol, hero and best friend. I
Rev. A. C. Acton) was number
have never met a person I
one.
admired more. Even though
"He was the youngest of 10
he is no longer with us, he will
boys and was an outstanding
always be dear to me. He and
baseball and football player," he his wife, Charlotte, were always
said of his father."ln his senior
close friends. I wrote a story
year of high school, he was
about Denver titled/County
involved in a hunting accident,
Boy Makes Good.' Denver was
which resulted in the loss of his
always a true. Southern gentle¬
eyesight in one eye. However,
man and served God, family
he did not let that misfortune
and country.
halt his athletic career, as he >
"I was part of'Arnie's Army'...
played amateur baseball for
he was the best ever. I followed
years. He was an ordained
him at the Master's (Golf Tour¬
minister and served a church in
nament) for seven years. What
Walnut Grove when I attended
a thrill to follow him for four
East Central."
rounds of golf in four days at
Acton said his fondest
Augusta National!
memory of his dad and sports
Acton's career work also
was when the two played a
includes serving as an ordained
doubleheader together. Acton
Presbyterian minister, executive

director for the Alabama Sher¬
iffs'Association Boys and Girls'
Ranches, and his service in the
U.S. Marine Corps and Alabama
National Guard.
He was also the founder of
Wilson County Boys' Ranch in
Mount Juliet,Tenn., a home
for boys in need of'moral and
spiritual" assistance.
To most people, having such
a varied and time-consuming
career would be too difficult to
comprehend, much less handle.
But such was not the case for
Don Acton.
"Words cannot explain just
how much I have enjoyed more
than 50 years in my career,"
he said."l have had only 21
sick days during these years. I
tell people from day one that
I am on call 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. No reward is
greater than knowing that you
have helped someone along
life's way. Life is a journey and
mine has enabled me to have
a loving and caring wife of 53
years,four wonderful children
and five grandchildren. My
journey has been and is most
rewarding, as well as, enjoyable.
I start each day with/This is the
day the Lord hath made, let us
rejoice and be glad in it!"'
Acton is married to the for¬
mer Mary Kathleen Marion of
Knoxville,Tenn.
They have four grown children:Tanda,Tara, Preble and
John; and five grandchildren:
Caroline, Evan, Brittney, John
and David.

EC to the 1970 state volleyball
championship, and she served
as team captain for intramurals
from 1969-71.
She also found time to serve
as Student Body Association
treasurer and was a member of
PhiTheta Kappa, the interna¬
tional honor society for twoyear colleges. She received the
Earline Wood Memorial Award
and was named to Who's Who
Among Students in American
Junior Colleges.
Although sports were her
passion, McPhail said her EC
instructors were what she liked
most about her college experi¬
ence.
"My instructors were abso¬
lutely amazing,"she said."Most
of them took such a personal
interest in the students...and I
really hated for classes to end
each day."
She continued,"Mr. (Ovid)
Vickers challenged me as I
had never been challenged
and created in me a love of
learning as did Dr. (Richard)
Ethridge, Mr. (Rudolph) Mayes,
Mrs. (Alice) Pouncey, Coach
(Joe) Clark, Mr. (Bruce) Peterson
and Dr. (Shelby) Harris - they
were all cut from a different
cloth. I always knew they cared
about me as a person. Coach
Wood challenged me every
day to go above and beyond. I
developed the leadership skills
I have now under the tutelage
of these instructors and the
ECJC administration."
McPhail continued her ath¬
letic career at Mississippi State

College for Women, where she
was a member of the varsity
volleyball and badminton
teams and participated in
intramurals. She graduated
summa cum laude in 1973.
(McPhail also graduated
summa cum laude from Missis¬
sippi State University-Meridian
in 1978, when she received a
master's degree in education.)
She began her coaching
career the same year, although
somewhat reluctantly, as she
explained.
"I went to my first ever job
as a physical education instruc¬
tor at Kate Griffin Junior High
School after graduating from
the'W,'" she said.'There was
discussion about who was go¬
ing to be the new junior high
basketball coach.There were
three of us who were new to
the department, and we all ve¬
hemently argued that we were
not the one."
She continued,"One of the
teachers called me out in the
hall and said,'Please tell me
that you are kidding about not
being the coach because you
are.' I tried to argue with the
principal about this assign¬
ment and was told to look at
the fine print in my contract.
It read,'.. .and other duties as
assigned by the building prin¬
cipal.' My second coaching job
was also by assignment....so I
truly believe that God placed
me in coaching. I have had the
opportunity to touch and be
touched by so many people."
McPhail's first "assignment"

was a success, as her record
as basketball coach was 98-23
during her tenure from 197378, and several of her track
teams captured invitational
and district meets. She also
served as cheerleader coach
from 1973-75.
After taking a break from
coaching and teaching,
McPhail joined the staff at
West Lauderdale High School,
where she was employed from
1991-2000. During this period,
she taught English classes and
coached basketball, volleyball,
tennis and cheerleading.
Highlights in basketball in¬
clude her 1994-95 girls' basket¬
ball team winning the Lau¬
derdale County Tournament
and being selected a ClarionLedger "Coach of the Week" in
1995. She was also an assistant
coach for the boys'basketball
team, which finished state runners-up in Class 3A in 1991 -92.
McPhail is also credited with
beginning the school's tennis
program in 1993. She led the
squad to the state runner-up
title in 1998 and was selected
an All-Star coach in 2000. Her
overall record was 78-28 and
included four district cham¬
pionships and four runner-up
titles.
She also began volleyball
competition in 1995 and had a
winning season each year. Her
overall record was 78-25 and
included three district champi¬
onships.
McPhail, who is an avid
sports fan, mentioned several

later have indicated that I did
make a difference while they
were playing for me. Cham¬
pionships come and go as do
trophies and plaques, but the
lives that we touch as coaches
are a living and eternal tes¬
timony of what we can do
through athletics."
McPhail also thanked her
family - husband, Mark D.
McPhail, retired CEO at Jeff
Anderson Hospital in Merdian and children, David Logan
McPhail, Haley McPhail Davis
and Morgan McPhail Vitart
-"for allowing me to pursue a
coaching career. I, like my male
counterparts, am gone from
home often and late; I spend
many hours and weekends
away from home.They have al¬
ways supported me and picked
up the slack when I was away."
In addition, she is apprecia¬
tive of her high school coach,
T. L. Gregory,"who took a 4'8"
skinny little girl and developed
her into a basketball player."
I'm also appreciative to
(the late) Denver Brackeen for
meeting with me in the sum¬
mer of 1969 and encouraging
me to come play basketball
at ECJC because I was headed
straight to MSCW.
"And I'm grateful to my
bosses, Ikie Ethridge, Billy Har¬
old Smith and Dr. Scott Elliott,
for giving me the chance to
coach. If I had it all to do over
again, I would choose this ca¬
reer path.The intrinsic awards
are well worth the time spent,"
she said.

athletes she considers as role
models.
"Pete Sampras is a favorite
because he epitomized what
'sportsmanship'was in a time,
unfortunately, in athletics that
we don't always witness any
sportsmanship. Also, I don't
think people comprehend the
conditioning he must have
gone through to be such an
effective server and volleyer,"
she said.
McPhail also praised Michael
Jordan, the late Paul "Bear" Bry¬
ant and Brett Farve.
"I think Michael Jordan is
amazing. He should be an
inspiration and an encourage¬
ment to many athletes to nev¬
er give up. I am always amazed
when I think that he was cut
from a team as a young athlete
and look what he did because
he would not give up," she said.
"I admire Coach Bryant
because of the discipline he
instilled in his players," she
stated."But Brett Farve is my
all-time favorite.! love that
'what you see is what you get'
with Farve. His toughness and
tenacity and love of the game
cannot be surpassed."
In analyzing her own career,
McPhail said she has obviously
found her "niche" in coaching
tennis.
"God has truly blessed me
with great talent; thus I have
much success," she stated.
"However, my most valuable
possession in my office is a tin
box with letters, notes and emails from students who years
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Scene

Scenastr«mWelcomeBackWeek2009
RACHEL
RAMIREZ/EDITOR
ECCC stu¬
dents pose
for photos
during the an¬
nual Welcome
Back Week
Dance. Kristen Everett,
Brittany Har¬
rison, Aleisha
Crimm,
Amanda
Fortenberry
and Shelby
Robinson
smile for the
camera.
ASHLEY DUMAS/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Kickin' off the year right, ECCC students participated in U.S.A.'s Top Comedy Hypnotist Act by Steve
Meade on August 26 in Huff Auditorium as part of Welcome Back Week 2009.
RACHEL
RAMIREZ/EDITOR

RACHEL
RAMIREZ/EDITOR

Taking a break from
the dance floor during
the annual Welcome
Back Week Dance,
student publications
members Morgan
Bailey, Marty Kirk,
Sidney Williams, Mer¬
edith McKee, Brandy
Talbert and Lance
Goodin say cheese!

Enjoying their time at
the annual Welcome
Back Week Dance,
ECCC Warrior foot¬
ball team members
pose showing their
personalities off.
Pictured are Jackie
Leggett, Kyle Don¬
ald, Chris Walton,
Lester Jackson,
Andrew Perkins and
in front, Jarred Flemming.

SPECIAL TO
THE TOM TOM
Making the best of
rainy days, ECCC
students make a
mud mermaid out of
super sophomore
Drew Harrison, also
known on campus
as "Hollywood."
Making the mud
display were Hally
Sweeney, Laura
Gunn, Brian Felton, Anna Powell,
Lindsey Bishop, DJ
Townsend, Doug
Janz II and mermaid
Harrison.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Jesse Smith of Sebastopol was among
participants in a blood
drive conducted by
United Blood Services
on the East Central
Community College
campus on September
16. At right is Von
Parker, a donor care
specialist with UBS.
The one-day effort
netted 44 pints of
blood, according to a
UBS spokesperson.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Students Provide Lighting for Decatur Sign: Lights now shine on the relatively
new "Welcome to Decatur" sign located on Hwy. 15, thanks to East Central Community College electri¬
cal technology students who completed the task as a community service project. Students are members
of a special eight-month class taught by part-time instructor Matthew Shelley. Pictured are (kneeling
from left) Austin Pullin, Philadelphia; Marshall Jones, Lake; Brent Kilpatrick, Philadelphia; and Anthony
Johnson, Newton; and (standing from left) John Everett, ECCC electrical technology instructor; Clay
Winstead, Philadelphia; Charles Fuller, Newton; Phillip Curry, Louisville; Zackary Gates and Daniel Gil¬
bert, both of Enterprise; Shelley; and Decatur Mayor Randy Rushing.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Ground breaking Held for ECCC Science

r'S
*

-li-

Building: Participating in ground breaking ceremonies held Sep¬
tember 8, for the Aaron R. Davis Science Building at East Central
Community College were (from left) Brian Pitts, McMillan-Pitts Con¬
struction LLC; Randall Lewis and Bruce Wood, representing JH&H
Architects; ECCC Board of Trustees representatives Jack Winstead
(vice chairman), Prentice Copeland (chairman) and Royce Shaw
(secretary); Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president; Patti Davis, ECCC
biology instructor and widow of Ron Davis for whom the building
is named; Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, ECCC vice president for instruc¬
tion; Curt Skipper, ECCC science division chairman/biology instruc¬
tor; State Rep. Billy Nicholson (District 78), State Sen. Giles Ward
(District 18), State Reps. Russ Nowell (District 43) and Scott Bounds
(District 44); and Stanley Shows, representing Congressman Gregg
Harper. State-of-the-art laboratories for science students will be
included in the $4.1 million, two-story facility to be located near
Cross Hall, where science classes will continue to be offered. Cross
Hall will also undergo renovation following completion of the Davis
Science Building. Construction for the new facility is scheduled to
begin in October 2009. Davis was a longtime biology instructor and
division chairman who lost his battle to cancer in April 2006.
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DUI Simulation Activity
Exercise shows students dangers in alcohol use. PAGE 18
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RICHARDSON CROWNED MOST BEAUTIFUL, JONES MOST HANDSOME
ECCC

Mourns

Fisher's
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The East Central Commu¬
nity College campus continues
to mourn following the tragic
death of sophomore Whitley
Fisher of Lake.
Fisher was killed in a onecar accident on the afternoon of
November 5
on DecaturConehatta
Road.
Some say
she had been
babysitting
and was on
her way to a
night class at
FISHER
East Central
when she died after losing con¬
trol of her car.
"It's always tragic when
something like this happens on
a college campus," said ECCC
president Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.
"Being the middle of the semes¬
ter, the students are here, the
faculty are here. Everyone who
knew her is upset."
A memorial program was
held for Fisher in the Vickers
Fine Arts Center auditorium
on the morning of November 6
to remember the popular stu¬
dent and concert choir mem¬
ber. She was a sophomore and
a graduate of Newton County
High School. She was on track

Death

to graduate from East Central
next spring.
Sutphin, Baptist Student
Union Director Scott Vaughn
and Revs. Mark Vincent of
Clarke-Venable Baptist Church
and Bruce Taylor of Decatur
United Methodist Church, of¬
fered words of comfort and sup¬
port to the grieving students.
Vicki Blaylock, concert choir
director, also spoke words of
encouragement and performed
a song of inspiration during the
program.
Blaylock described Fisher as
a chatterbox who was very so¬
cial and loved her friends.
"Whitley would light up a
room when she walked through
the door with her smile," Blay¬
lock said.
She said she first met Fisher
when she auditioned for the
Ac'cents Show Choir.
"I remember thinking she is
the most strikingly cute girl
and she always stood out to me
for that reason. She was cute all
over."
Sophomore Jordan Gunn of
Forest has known Fisher since
middle school.
"There's no word or statement
I could make that could come
close to complimenting how
much she was worth to me and
to everyone else," Gunn said in
See Fisher, PAGE 3

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Paige Richardson (second from left) of Philadelphia and Corey Jones (third from left) of Newton were recently selected Most Beautiful and
Most Handsome, respectively, at East Centra! Community College. Also pictured is ECCC President Dr. Phil Sutphin (left), who crowned
Most Beautiful, and 2008 winner Adrienne Bird of Morton, who presented the new titleholder with a bouquet of roses. See Page 18 for more
pageant photos.

Texting While Driving Can Be Deadly
BYDENETRA DARDEN
Staff Writer

Ten Budget Friendly

Christmas
BY ANNA ALEXANDER
Staff Writer
1. The best gift you can give
is one that fills a need for some¬
one else, so make a donation!
You can easily be a part of
many charitable events during
Christmas, such as Coats for
Kids sponsored by WTOK in
Meridian or Operation Christ¬
mas Child. Try picking up a
Samaritan's Purse catalog, this
is a great way to reach out to
the poor and suffering around
the world. You can give as little
as $7 and furnish a child with
hot meals for a week. You can
make your donation in someone
else's name, now that's a great
Christmas gift.
2. This Christmas every outdoorsman is going to need one
thing, "Survival Kit in a Sar¬
dine Can". It's lightweight,
floats, and can survive harsh
conditions. When you're ready
to use it, everything inside is in
tip-top shape. This is the latest
in geeky gadgets! It's cute and a
little wacky! Buy it for a child,
or for the "kid at heart." Search

Gift Ideas
for it online, its only $12.95.
3. Personalized anything is
a hot trend right now! You can
buy beach bags, coffee mugs,
address and planning books,
and wallets with initials or full
names on it. All of these items
can be purchased at around a
reasonable $20. Most girls love
this kind of stuff! You don't even
have to have it monogrammed
yourself anymore, most stores
will have whatever letter you
need!
4. So maybe you need to find
a gift for an adult. Then look no
further than the stapleless sta¬
pler! Yes, that's right, this sta¬
pler does away with the need
for staples. Who wouldn't enjoy
this new toy? They come in a
variety of colors, and you can
get one for a whopping $6! This
will definitely please any office
worker you know.
5. Who wouldn't enjoy chowing down on an edible gift?
Baking your favorite dessert,
whether it's a cookie recipe or
fruit cake, to share with some¬
one else is sweet idea! Put your
See Gifts, PAGE 3

Handling the Stress of School, Home
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
In light of the country's eco¬
nomic downturn, few topics are
as prevalent as stress. In the
course of the last year, many
families have suffered the lo§s
of their income, and many more
have even lost their homes.
The reality of a recession al¬
ways illustrates the problem of
stress. But for the nation's stu¬
dents, stress is a reality that,
unlike economic woes, is more
permanent than it is tempo¬
rary. Handling stress is a large
part of being successful in the
classroom, particularly as stu¬
dents advance through high
school and into higher educa¬
tion. But handling stress is dif¬
ferent for everyone, and there
are a myriad of healthy ways in
which students can cope with
stress.

► Combine regular exercise
with a healthy diet. Studies
abound as to the mental ben¬
efits of exercise. Exercise not
only improves a person's physi¬
cal health, but also has a posi¬
tive impact on mood, oftentimes
making it easier to cope with
stress. Part of that is because
exercise relieves muscle ten¬
sion, which can build up greatly
in individuals suffering from
significant stress. In addition,
the negative effects of stress can
be weight gain and other dam¬
aging physical effects, making
exercise especially important
for those under constant stress.
While a healthy diet can be
difficult for the nation's college
students, that doesn't mean it
isn't important. Recognizing
that, many of the nation's uni¬
versities have increased their
See Stress, PAGE 3

You're sitting on the Mis¬
sissippi Highway 15 in traffic
and the cell phone rings. Af¬
ter hearing "Party in the USA"
ringtone, a person starts to
think, "Maybe it's my friend
telling me about the update on
the party tonight, or my mom,
what if something is wrong?" It
does look like traffic is going to
be moving anytime soon, and
knowing that it would only take
a minute, if that, to answer the
cell, they do. Before they know
it the car in front of them stops
too fast and there in an acci¬
dent. Texting while behind the
wheel takes your eyes off the
road, you lose your focus and it
has a high risk factor. Texting
while driving is very dangerous
and can cause serious harm.
Recently released data from
the Virginia Tech Transporta¬
tion Institute showed that tex¬
ting while driving significantly
upped the risk of a crash. In
fact, these drivers were 23
times as likely to be involved in
an accident. (In the study, "Tex¬
ting Lifts Crash Risk" by Large
Margin, Matt Richtel, New
York Times, July 27, 2009). The
study, carried out with the help
of a $300,000 grant from the

If I Were

Federal Motor Carrier Safety away the one thing that ab¬
Administration, used video solutely everyone counts on
cameras to examine drivers be¬ while behind the wheel, vision.
havior immediately preceding a No matter where the phone
crash or a near-miss. Around 3 is placed, whether it is on the
million miles of driving during dash board or on the steering
a four year period were ana¬ wheel, your eyes are not where
lyzed.
they need to be. Your eyes are
This particular study looked supposed to be one the road at
specifically
at
commercial all times.
A student on campus has
truckers. However, it's impor¬
tant to re¬
actually
alize that a
proven this
significant¬ "One way I prevent myself from point. Jor¬
ly increased texting while driving is putting dan Harrell
risk is likely
of Morton
applicable my phone on vibrate. My phone said "I text
to any group
and drive.
does not vibrate very loud so I
who engag¬
I think ev¬
es in texting never know if I get a message. eryone does.
behavior
The
last
—Brandon Boulton, Hickory
while driv¬
time I tried
ing. A 2007
to text and
survey of 16
drive I al¬
- and 17-year-old drivers found most ran over my roommate."
that 61 percent of teens admit¬
Texting takes the focus away
ted to engaging in risky driving and it doesn't matter how quick
behaviors; 46 percent of these someone thinks they are, there
teens said they text while be¬ is always a possibility. Just for
hind the wheel. ("Teen Risky that split second of reading a
Driving Habits Include Text message that is "oh, so" impor¬
Messaging Behind the Wheel", tant, and then next you're in a
AAA, 2007). Car accidents ditch. Eyes are the most impor¬
are already one of the leading tant thing needed when driving
causes of teen death; additional and when not on the road a lot
distractions from texting can of harm can be caused.
only increase the risk.
Yes, some people are able to
Texting while driving takes text without looking at their

phones, and they might think
it is safe, but it isn't. Just be¬
cause someone's eyes aren't on
the phone doesn't mean their
focus isn't. There is a saying
that goes, "Just because you
hear me, doesn't mean you're
listening to me." This can also
be said about sight. Just be¬
cause someone is looking at
the road, doesn't mean they are
paying attention to what's go¬
ing on. That is exactly how it
is with texting. A person's eyes
might be on the road, but their
focus is on what they are saying
in that message. But some stu¬
dents prevent themselves from
answering their phones or tex¬
ting while driving.
"One way I prevent myself
from texting while driving is
putting my phone on vibrate.
My phone does not vibrate very
loud so I never know if I get a
message. Also, my phone allows
me to preview my messages
without having to actually ac¬
cess my phone; therefore, I can
glance at it quickly and deter¬
mine its importance. If it is an
emergency, I will pull over and
take care of the problem" said
Brandon Boulton of Hickory.
Teens need to recognize the
risk, and know that it applies to
them, like anyone else. Talk to

the President of the East

BY MARTY KIRK
Staff Writer
Everyone has an opinion about things we
would do differently if we
were in charge. The TomTom decided to interview
students to see changes
they would make if they
were president of ECCC.
Listed below are some
great ideas from EC stu¬
dents as to what needs to
be done differently at our
WILLIAMS
school.
"I would work with the L
town of Decatur to make
it more suitable for stu¬
dents, like cell phone ser¬
tL
vice and restaurants."
—Sidney Williams
Y>
Philadelphia
Freshman ^
DRURY

"I would have the intramural sports pro¬
moted better and also have better equip¬
ment in these sports because students need
to stay active and healthy."
—Jacob Drury
Noxapater
Sophomore
"I would make more
extracurricular activities
available and build an¬
other girls' dorm."
—Ladisha Moore
Noxapater I
Sophomore
"I would change the
amount of inactive time
on campus. There's noth¬
ing for students to do
with their down time but
to get in trouble."
—Anna Claire Peeples
Louisville
Sophomore

MOORE

PEEPLES

See Texting, PAGE 3

Central

"I would change the
parking ticket policy.
People who live on cam¬
pus should not get tick¬
ets."
—Brittany Harrison
Forest
Freshman
"Well first, I would ex¬
pand the school's park¬
ing now that enrollmenj;
has increased. Secondly,
I would build a fitness
center for all students to
use because I get tired of
driving to Newton just to
lift weights."
—P.D. Hatcher
Noxapater
Sophomore

HATCHER
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STRIKE A POSE

STRIKE A POSE

KERRI COOK

CAYLA BOYD

Sophomore • Carthage
Major: Business
Her favorite thing to do around EC: eat and hang
out with her roommates
-Morgan Wells
Staff Writer

Sophomore • Decatur
Major: Graphic Design
Her favorite thing to do around EC: go on random picnics by
the EC pond
—Morgan Wells
Staff Writer

Skipper Shows Versatility
By VERONICA SMITH
Staff Writer
When you think of the name
skipper, what is the first thing to
come to mind? Well, when I think
of the name "Skipper" I think of
a man on a sail boat. Crazy huh?
Yeah that's me. In this case I am
talking about a teacher who
teaches biology at East Central.
Some of you may know Mr. Skip¬
per for either taking his class or
seeing him around campus.There
are a lot of things you may not
SKIPPER
know about the teachers who
classrooms you sit in. Here are some interesting facts about Skip¬
per.
Quick facts:
Born in: Shuqalak
Family: Wife, Felicia Skipper and son, Noah
School: Science was his first major followed by forestry.
Outside of Class: Skipper has many hobbies including: hiking,
camping, kayaking, drag racing and other outdoor activities.
The first thing that comes to Skipper's mind was his family. He
said that he's a family man and that his family means a lot to him.
Career: When Skipper was a child his dream goal has always
been to teach at a community college.
Skipper has also worked at East Mississippi Community Col¬
lege, in Noxubee for labortory science and he also worked at the
University of West Alabama.
Skipper said anything makes him smile, especially seeing his
students become successful.
Skipper is an adviser for The PTK and ECEC at EC. Off campus he
is a member of the MSTA and the MBTA.

Miss!
It's the

right

move

As a community college transfer, your move to
The University of Mississippi will be one of the
most important in your life—and also one of
the smoothest. Here are just a few of the reasons why
transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:
• Your academic course work during your first two years
will plug right into our bachelor's degree programs and
let you stay on track.
• Average junior senior level classes at Ole Miss have
20-30 students and are probably smaller than some of
the classes you are taking now.
• Because of smaller classes, our excellent teachers are
able to take a personal interest in their students.
• Our Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive
the combination of grants, scholarships, loans and
employment you will need to finance your education.
• Our PhiTheta Kappa scholarship is worth $4,800
($2,400 per year for two years)! Transfer students with
a 3.5 GPA on at least 48 transferable community college
credit hours and membership in Phi Theta Kappa are
encouraged to apply for this scholarship. Contact the
Office of Admissions at 800-0LE-MISS (in Mississippi)
or 662-915-7226 for more details.
We want you to know that we are interested in you and
excited that you are interested in us. Come and visit campus,
talk with our faculty, staff and studfents, and see how easy it
will be take the next step!

Stay up to date with the latest UM news and
events by designing your own
personalized VIP page. Visit
www.oleniiss.edu/admissions/VIPLauncher.html
for more details.

V
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SPECIAl TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Concert Choir Presents Fall Concert: East Central Community College's Concert Choir recently presented their fall concert in the
Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. The talented singers performed various Christmas selections for this year's performance.
Pictured are (first row, from left) music instructor Vicki Blaylock, director; Anna Powell, Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn, Courtney Lanier and
Lane Fulton, all of Decatur; James Latiker, Carthage; Jeri Lynn Crosby, Forest; Ashley Amis, Decatur; Elise Gibbs, Newton; and Celia Boggan, Decatur; and music instructor Natalie Emmons, accompanist; (second row, from left) Kristen Everett and Brittany Harrison, both of For¬
est; Monica Vincent, Decatur; Audrey Cannon, Brandon; Corbin Jenkins, Carthage; Ronnie White, Forest; Brandon Hughes, Union; Bran¬
don Boulton, Decatur; Jessy Harrison, Little Rock; and Stacy Henderson, Lorena; (third row, from left) Lacey Gilmore, Sebastopol; Tiffany
Spence and Ayla Smith, both of Decatur; Casey Rowzee and Emily Pace, both of Newton; Lance Goodin, Louisville; Brian Felton, Chunky;
Drew Harrison, Little Rock; Drew Johnston, Carthage; and Tiffany Hennington and Ashley Dumas, both of Decatur; (fourth row, from left)
Laura Gunn, Forest; Colton Amis, Decatur; Jordan Smith, Union; Patrick Ezell, Decatur; Jared Mullins, Tupelo; Hank Benson, Philadelphia;
Heather Hogue, Little Rock; Jessica Cherry, Carthage; Courtney Gammill, Lake; and Melody Mann, Newton; and (fifth row, from left) Britney
Jefferson, Batesville; Sherry Farmer, Hickory; J'markus Dubose, Union; Cole Harris, Decatur; D.J. Townsend, Carthage; Jordan Gunn,
Forest; Tyler Comans, Sebastopol; Jordan Vance, Natchez; Cody Strait, Decatur; Richard Ferguson and Jackie Leggette, both of Meridian;
Cameron Weaver, Decatur; and Jonathan Crabtree, Vicksburg.
ECCC holds Concert Choir Performance, Student Art Show
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Christmas music and various forms of
artwork await those attending the annual
East Central Community College Concert
Choir Fall Concert and Art Show held
Thursday, Nov. 19.
The concert choir performance began at 7
p.m. in the Vickers Fine Arts Center audi¬
torium. Art work was available for viewing
in the Fine Arts lobby prior to and follow¬
ing the concert.
Admission was free to both events.
Vicki Blaylock, concert choir director,
encouraged the public to attend the perfor¬
mance of her 53-member group prior to the
concert.
"We want to invite everyone to attend the
concert and hear some wonderful Christ¬
mas songs performed by some very talented
students," said Blaylock, now in her second
year as concert choir director.
Selections included, "The Hands of Win¬
ter" by Hayes; "Gloria in Excelsis," by
Mozart; "Carol of the Bells," arranged by
Shaw; "Sweet Little Jesus Boy," arranged
by Berg; "Hodie Christus Natus Est," ar¬
ranged by Hayes; and "The Twelve Days
After Christmas," arranged by Silver.
Concert choir members and their respec¬

GIFTS
From Page 1
delectable goodies in a cute
little bag or tin. You can write
a note about why you chose
that particular recipe. Making
heartfelt gifts keeps you way
under budget, and it's an ex¬
tremely personable gift!
6. Going green seems to be
the main topic everywhere
these days. If you have a friend
that's a "greenie" buy them re¬
usable shopping bags. Reusable
shopping bags come in all pat¬
terns, colors, are very durable,
and easily stored when folded.

tive high schools include Ashley Amis,
Colton Amis, Celia Boggan, Brandon Boul¬
ton, Ashley Dumas, Patrick Ezell, Brian
Felton, Richie Ferguson, Whitley Fisher,
Lane Fulton, Elise Gibbs, Lacey Gilmore,
Cole Harris, Drew Harrison, Jessica Har¬
rison, Tiffany Hennington, Heather Hogue,
Brandon Hughes, Courtney Lanier, Mel¬
ody Mann, Emily Pace, Tiffany Spence,
Cody Strait, Polly Vaughn, Monica Vin¬
cent and Cameron Weaver, all of Newton
County High School; Hank Benson, Neshoba Central; Audrey Cannon, Northwest
Rankin; Jessica Cherry, Clorbin Jenkins,
Drew Johnston, James Latiker, and D. J.
Townsend, all of Carthage; Tyler Comans,
Sebastopol; Jonathan Crabtree, Warren
Central; Jeri Lynn Crosby, Scott Central;
J'Markus DuBose and Jordan Smith, both
of Union; Kristen Everett, Brittany Harri¬
son and Ronnie White, all of Forest; Nickie Farmer, Camp Shelby YCA; Courtney
Gammill, Jordan Gunn and Laura Gunn,
all of Lake; Lance Goodin, Nanih Waiya;
Jackie Leggette, Meridian; Stacy Hender¬
son, Raleigh; Britney Jefferson, South Pa¬
nda; Jared Mullins, Faith Christian; Anna
Powell, Philadelphia; Casey Rowzee, New¬
ton County Academy; Ayla Smith, Miss.
School of the Arts; and Jordan Vance, Trin¬

They're affordable too! Most
stores have them, and you won't
pay more than $5 for one!
7. T-shirts are a well worn
item by college students, so why
not buy one as a gift for the col¬
legiate on your Christmas list!
There are a lot of cute special¬
ized T-shirts out there. Buy a
T-shirt representing the school
they attend or plan to attend,
they'll get good use out of it, I
assure you! T-shirts are cheap,
comfortable, practical, and you
can never have too many! Go
by East Central's bookstore,
and you'll find a wide array to
choose from at $10.
8. This is my favorite Christ¬
mas gift idea! Name a star after

ity Episcopal.
An ECCC music instructor since 2000,
Blaylock also directs the Ac'cents, the Col¬
lege's show choir.
Second-year art instructor Christopher
Brady is also pleased with the artistic tal¬
ent of students in his drawing, design and
painting classes, who are submitting art
work for the annual fall exhibit.
"Our students have done a great job with
their art assignments and I know the public
will enjoy seeing the exhibit," said Brady.
Participating in the art show and their
respective hometowns are Dale Alberts,
Bailey; Brittany Bobo and Amber Harbour,
both of Union; Sara Davis, Demopolis, Ala.;
Anahi Esqueda and Manny Esqueda, both
of Carthage; Ken Frazier, Choctaw; Leslie
Graham, Cody Walters and Holly Webb,
all of Forest; D. J. Harris, Sumrall; John
Hausley, Brittany Morrison and Randy
Robinson, all of Newton; Corbin Hurst,
Hickory; Lauren Jahn, Morton; Stephanie
Lunsford, Collinsville; Anna Peeples, Lou¬
isville; and Jackie Pionan, Labuan, Philip¬
pines.
For more information, contact the ECCC
Fine Arts Department, 601-635-2111 or call
toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 228.

someone! It's been called "the
greatest gift in the universe,"
and it's easier and cheaper than
you think. Go to starnamer.net
and you can do this for $19.95!
It's a romantic gift for someone
you love and an unexpected gift
for a friend.
9. A great gift is one which
is specific to your area and can
be bought locally. Something
that was hand-crafted or is
only crafted in a certain area.
If you're from Starkville, buy
someone a wheel of cheese. If
you're from Philadelphia, try
a handmade Choctaw Indian
basket. They don't have to be
expensive though! It's not too
hard to find people in or around

your town that make home¬
made candles, jewelry, and
crafts that are within budget.
This is great for someone you're
buying for who doesn't live close
by. They will appreciate having
something that's a little piece of
where you live.
10. When you are completely
and utterly un-sure of what to
get someone, gift cards are the
answer. It's a simple yet smart
solution. Giving a $10 or even
$20 gift card to someone's favor¬
ite store, fast food restaurant or
movie theatre is the perfect gift.
Find out what people love, give
them your money to spend on it,
and you can never go wrong.
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SPECIAl TO THE TOM-TOM
Mapp Makes '$800 Kick' at ECCC!: Newton County High School
senior C.J. Mapp successfully connected on a 20-yard field goal for
free tuition during "Be Our Guest" night held recently on the Decatur
campus of East Central Community College. Mapp made the "$800
kick" during halftime activities of East Central's game against Missis¬
sippi Gulf Coast Community College Oct. 8 at Bailey Stadium. His
name was drawn for the field goal attempt from the approximately
120 area high school seniors who attended the annual event. At left,
Mapp is shown following his clutch performance with Joe Killens
(right), vice president for student services. Mapp will receive free
tuition- valued at $800 - for the 2010 fall semester, should he attend
the College.

FISHER
From Page 1
an interview with WTOK TV.
"She was just an amazing per¬
son, and on the bright side I am
blessed to have gotten to know
her and I wish everyone could
have gotten to know her."
Elise Gibbs of Newton echoed
Gunn's sentiments about the
type of person Fisher was.
"I went to high school with
Whitley and we went through
many happy and sad times to¬
gether," Gibbs said. "Whitley
made all of our classes togeth¬
er fun and vibrant. When she
walked into a classroom, ev¬
eryone immediately felt happi¬
ness pouring from her presence
just by seeing her bright smile.
Everyone loved Whitley and
she loved and was a friend to
everyone. We will all miss her
dearly."
Funeral services for Fisher
were. held at 2 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 8, 2009, at Forest Bap¬
tist Church with burial follow¬
ing in Pine Ridge Cemetery in
Lawrence. The Revs. Ryan Culpepper and Bobby Boyles offici¬

TEXTING
From Page 1
them about driving safe and the
increased risk texting poses.
Share news stories of accidents
that occur while drivers are
texting, and engage children in
conversations about them. Ask
about their friend's behavior
behind the wheel, too. Are they
texting while driving or doing
anything else that is distract¬
ing them? Adults should make
sure they are setting a good ex¬

STRESS
From Page 1
efforts to provide students with
healthier fare at dining halls
or other campus eateries. Stu¬
dents should take advantage
of this whenever and wherever
possible. Eating well can also
help reduce stress, as a bal¬
anced diet will provide both the
energy and nutrients necessary
to handle a full load.
► Learn to take a breather.
Adults often take breaks when
going through the daily grind,
and students should make
note and follow suit. Studying
for too long without taking a
break can be counterproduc¬
tive, as concentration will begin
to wane after too long, making
it increasingly difficult to soak
in studies. Schedule breaks into
each study sesssion, whether
it's to go for a walk, jog or sim¬
ply fit in a healthy meal. But
don't allow break time to be¬
come too big a distraction.
► Determine the root cause
of the stress. Work is typically
the root cause of adult stress,

We
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Fire Truck Visits ECCC Daycare: Members of the Decatur Volunteer Fire Department visited children enrolled in the East Central Com¬
munity College Early Childhood Education daycare program during a week of study on Community Helpers. Children and care providers
pictured in front of the fire truck are (seated, from left) Natalie Fulton, Kelli Nixon, Lesley Thompson and Alexis Windham; (second row,
from left) Jesse Smith, Rebecca Blackburn, Lyric Jackson, Layla Love, Benjamin Bozeman and Tanner Strebeck; and (back row, from left)
Christa Robinson, Noah Skipper, Kristina Crabtree, Meredith Lanier, Chafony Evans, Kayla Nixon, Mercedes Brown, Mary Lee Gregory,
Lanie Triplett and Samantha Boykin.

Your

ated. The ECCC Concert Choir
performed during the memorial
service.
Fisher, 19, died Thursday,
Nov. 5, 2009, at Newton Re¬
gional Hospital in Newton. She
had lived in Lake for the past 14
years, moving from Carthage.
She was a member of Sandridge
Baptist Church in Lake.
She is survived by her par¬
ents, Jimmy and Fay Fish¬
er, Lake; two sisters, Teresa
Brooks and husband, Randy, of
Lake; Tammy Record and hus¬
band, Art, of Chesapeake, Va.;
two nephews, Jacob Lavender
and Jamie Record; one niece,
Allison Record; aunt and uncle,
Ed and Donna Evans, of Lake;
aunt, Lana Renfrow of Forest;
uncle, Dale Watkins, of Madden
and honorary sister, Erin Plunkett, of Lake.
She was preceded in death by
her grandparents, Goldie Evans
of Lake, and Imogene Fisher.
Pallbearers were Randy Haw¬
thorne, Tom Walker, Jeff Foun¬
tain, Danny Williams, Jessie
Holloway and Daniel Moody.
Honorary pallbearer was
Dustin Stewart.

ample, too.
Adult student Robin L. McClendon-Miller said, "Texting
while driving is not a good
thing to do because you can't
keep your eyes on the road and
phone at the same time. I highly
disagree with this 100 percent."
Teenage students won't be¬
lieve that texting while driv¬
ing is a real problem if they see
adults engaged in other activi¬
ties behind the wheel. The best
way to prevent yourselves from
texting while driving is to sim¬
ply don't text and drive.

and school is often the cause
for students. Many students
stretch themselves too thin,
hoping to gain as much as they
can from their high school or
college experience and there¬
fore filling their schedules. But
students who feel as though
they're being pulled in too
many directions should drop an
activity or two. For instance,
playing a varsity sport while
holding down a part-time job
and having a full courseload
is simply doing too much. If a
class is getting to be too much
to handle, students should con¬
sult a teacher and explain the
situation.
► Don't be afraid to speak
about stress. Many students
find it healthy and rejuvenat¬
ing to simply speak about their
levels of stress. This helps to
get things off their chest, and
it also inadvertently gives them
time away from studies. Be it
sharing experiences with stress
among fellow students or sim¬
ply talking to Mom and Dad,
students should speak about
stress in an effort to combat its
ill effects.

Want

News!

E-mail information about your club/organization
to godom@eccc.edu.
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FROM THE EDITOR

ASK DR. PHIL

Where's God in AmericaP
There have been controver¬
for slavery during his second
sies amoungst the Ameri¬
inauguration address.
can society today to take God
During Roosevelt's first inau¬
out of the Constitution and
gural address during the Great
the written documents of our
Depression, he publicly sought
forefathers for the reason being the intervention of a higher
many people today in modern
power to help pull the nation
America have become atheists,
through its economic and social
humanists, agnostics and other hardships.
various religions. Although
During his inauguration,
these other beliefs have recent¬ one of George W. Bush's first
ly shown up in our part of the
presidential acts was to call
country, does it give them any
for gathered prayer during his
right to take away America's
inaugural speech.
foundation of Christianity that
And like the 43 presidents
is a part of our past?
who came before him, Presi¬
Christopher Columbus acdent Barack Obama called
cidently found America on his
upon the Almighty's calming
quest to prove that the earth
and powerful hand in rhetoric
was not flat and to find a faster and practice at his inaugural
route to the West Indies. This,
address.
in return, gave other religious
Aside from the oath, conclud¬
groups who did not want to be
ed with the phrase "So help me
a part of the Roman Catho¬
God," and a morning church
lic Church in England a new
service, ministers delivered
sense of hope to have the free¬
prayers before, during and
dom of religion. Many people
after Obama's inauguration.
disagreed with the Roman
Thus concludes the fact not
Catholic Church in England
even America's government
because they were compelled to is willing to take God out of
attend religious services, and if America.
they did not believe what they
Unfortunately though,
were told to believe then they
America's citizens have started
got severely punished. This is
to turn their back on God and
what started the pilgrimage to
consequently God has started
America.
to slowly turn his back on
The moral of this was to
America. Statistics show that
show that America, even
increased teenage pregnancy,
though founded by accident,
divorce, suicides, crimes, drugs,
gave hope to those who that
school shootings and alcohol
were in desperate need of free¬
consumption has occurred
dom of religion. Yes, America
since the 1960s. By taking out
does welcome new beliefs but
prayer in public schools did
do not punish the Christians
not help this situation say the
for wanting to keep the founda¬ least.
tion of their past. These other
By living in the "Bible Belt"
beliefs want to take God out of
of America, southerners have
the Constitution because they
heard of atheists (people who
believe that the country should do not believe in God) and
not establish a religion, when
agnostics (people who be¬
simply Christianity was the
lieve that there are no known
first religion in America. It is
ultimate reality), but we are
just like saying, "I was here
blinded by how many are out
first." Not trying to be rude
there and how their views
but, yes, Christians were here
about God is different from
first so let them be. America's
those of Christians. The "Bible
arms are wide open to anyone
Belt" consists of all the south¬
who wants freedom without
ern and southeastern part of
being prosecuted, but do not
the United States.
come into America expecting to
In conclusion, we are One
change a religion that has been Nation Under God due to
here for two centuries.
the fact that this nation was
The presidents of this coun¬
founded upon religion and
try have always started their
hopefully one day all Ameri¬
inauguration with a reference
cans will agree that God is the
to God, according to the Joint
rock in our lives.
Congressional Committee on
Psalms 18:2 "The LORD is
Inaugural Ceremonies. These
my rock, my fortress and my
are examples that came from
deliverer; my God is my rock,
the article, "Taking the Faith
in whom I take refuge. He is
Out of the Oath," published by
my shield and the horn of my
City on a Hill Press:
salvation, my stronghold."
Before the Civil War ended,
—Rachel Ramirez
Abraham Lincoln said that
Editor
God was punishing a people

Dr. Sutphin shares future plans
BY RACHEL RAMIREZ
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WORDS OF A WARRIOR
BY J'MARCUS DUBOSE
Staff Writer

What did you do during

Thanksgiving Break?
Daniel Alexander
Union • Sophomore
Math
"I spent time with
my family and hung
out with my fiance
and got a few days
in with the guys."

Chelsey Bell
Choctaw •
Freshman
Liberal Arts
"I spent time with my
baby."

Candle Willis
Union • Sophomore
Biology
"I hung out with my
fiance and ate some
fried turkey."

Ellis Pinkard
Carthage •
Sophomore Liberal
Arts
"I spent time with
my family."

Cody Strait
Decatur •
Sophomore
Music
"I enjoyed the time
away from school."

Sherry Farmer
Hickory • Sophomore
Music
"I got some much
needed rest."

With the added student ac¬
tivity fee this year, what new
student activites are being
planned and how will this
money be used?
One of the things that I have
tried to avoid during my tenure
as president has been impacting
and reducing student services
during hard economic times. All
of the student activities in the
past have been part of the op¬
erational budget of the College.
These have ranged from free ad¬
DR. PHIL A. SUTPHIN
mission to athletic events to special
entertainment at various times of the year. The addition of the
activity fee was necessary due to the reduction in State support for
East Central so the new fee will subsidize the College's budget for
Student Services and various activities plus give the SGA addi¬
tional funds to work with.
When will the new parking lot be complete?
The College is working with the Newton County Board of Super¬
visors and the Mississippi Department of Transportation to com¬
plete the new parking lot. Dirt work by the supervisors is complete
but the wet weather has delayed the paving of the lot. As soon as
the Department of Transportation feels the area is dry enough, the
paying will be completed.
What do you think is the true meaning of Christmas?
Christmas is a faith based Holy Day that has its origins in the
Christian Tradition. Therefore the true meaning is found in our
reflection and contemplation on the deity of God and divinity of his
son and how they impact our personal relationships and our spiri¬
tuality. The end result then is our action toward others.
Do you think we should be allowed to pray in school?
Prayer is a personal expression of our relationship to God and
should be expressed within that context.
What is you favorite Christmas childhood memory?
The empty glass of milk, the cookie crumbs on the plate, and the
magic of Santa Claus.
When will construction on the new science building be¬
gin?
The fence around the site is up and the clock has started for the
eighteen month construction period.
What is the school doing to help prevent some of the
crimes from occurring on campus such as the armed rob¬
bery held earlier this semester? Is there a long-term cam¬
pus safety proposal...if so, what does it include?
The College is not immune to the ills of society and there will be
situations that we cannot anticipate. Therefore it is important for
everyone to be alert to potential problems and avoid situations that
could be potentially dangerous. When we enjoy the freedom that
our country maintains there will be those who misuse that freedom
for criminal activity. The College's police department and its good
relationship with Decatur police and the Sheriff will do all that is
possible to ensure safety but it is not absolute.
What is your opinion on the work the campus police have
done thus far?
The police department is new and there are many things that
must be done to begin a new department. We have employed certi¬
fied officers and given them the responsibility of protecting students
and faculty. So far the results have been positive in that more il¬
legal activity has been investigated.
What is your advice to students during the holidays?
Be safe and enjoy.
Where do you plan to go for your Christmas holidays?
We will stay in Decatur.

PAGES OF THE PAST
1999
V Diamond War¬
riors open season play¬
ing
Central
Alabama.
y East Central's Women Bas¬
ketball team end the month of
January with a 17-3 record.
1989
y Mahlon Evan won the table
tennis competition making him
the top ECCC Ping Pong player.
y Chris Clark of Edinburg
was the reigning 8-ball champ.
1979
y East Central Junior Col¬
lege girls' basketball wins the

South-State tourney after team
defeating Utica, Gulf Coast,
and Hinds Junior College.
y Miss Lucille Wood named
Coach of the Year.
1969
y ECJC basketball hands
The Delta Trojans a loss 81-72.
y ECJC rolls over Pearl River
with an 81-57 victory.
1959
y EC Round-Ballers lose
four games in series of contests.
y Southwest claims an eightpoint win over East Central.
—Tiffany Lowery
Staff Writer

OTHER VIEWS

Students Remember Fisher, Mourn Her Death
Whitley Fisher was one of the
most beautiful, bubbly teen¬
agers I have ever met. If you
ever needed somebody to just
sit to you could just call her and usual¬
ly she would say, "Meet me at Subway
and let's talk." She was never shy with
words, if she had something to say and
felt you needed to know, well you were
going to know it. From a peer's point of
view she will be dearly missed and will
always be remembered as the girl who
could brighten anyone's day.
Whitley was very popular on cam¬
pus with students and faculty. She
loved her classes and her instructors,
although she may not have loved the
work at times. On Facebook, an Inter¬
net site for friends to stay in-touch, she
had more than 500 friends. She was
loved by many, and that love shows on
her facebook still.

Some students are fidning it hard to
cope with Whitley's sudden and tragic
death. Many are asking, "Why?" The
answers are unknown. We cannot pos¬
sibly know why until we meet her again
in Heaven and she explains to us why.
I know several students, Including my¬
self, have realized after her death we
need to slow down, take life one day at
a time, live every day to the fullest and
not take so much for granted. Whitley
was a good Christian young lady and
shortly after her death I received this
Bible verse and it may help some people
to cope with her death a little better.
"You heard me say to you, 'I am going
away, and yet I am coming to you.' If
you loved me, you would have rejoiced
because I am going to the Father; for
the Father is greater than I am." John
14:28.
I know it is hard dealing with the

death of a loved one but if you are hav¬
ing an extremely hard time please talk
to someone. There are many teachers,
counselors and staff on this campus
willing to help you. I know Whitley
would not want to see us in pain and
mourning over her, she would want us
all rejoicing because she is in a better
place and she is no longer feeling the
sorrow of this world.
—Ashley Dumas
Staff Writer
If you would like to submit
a letter to the editor,
question for Dr. Phil or a
guest column, please e-mail
them to godom@eccc.edu.
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FROM THE SHELF

THEATER TAKE

Kenyon, Mead & Takeuchi Pen Good Reads
Hot Theatre Movies,

DVD Releases Hit

the Movie Screens
pants. Rouged with ineundos,
IN THEATRESexplicit language, and strong
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY
sexual content that involves
This movie is a movie not-somonkeys, this movie is a
aptly named. Katie and Micka,
keeper. Everyone with a sense
the lovely couple this movie is
of humor should see this movie.
centered on, experience little
ON DVD- INTERVIEW
things such as keys being
moved. When they make a few
WITH A VAMPIRE
bad decisions, stranger things
This is the dramatic tale
happen. This movie was the
of the life span of the Vam¬
typical "creepy stuff is happen¬
pire Louis. Louis was born in
ing and we don't know what
France and reborn a vanpire in
to do" Blair Witch-type movie.
a newly colonized New Orleans
In my opinion, too much hype,
by the infamous Vampire-Lord
not enough delivery for horror
Lestat de Lioncourt, a lonely
addicts.
man seeking companionship.
This elegant tale of love, lust,
ON DVD-THE UGLY TRUTH
greed and betrayal will leave
Good news for you romantic
you wanting more.
comedy lovers! Opposite per¬
—Nikki Parrish
sonalities collide in this movie
Staff Writer
that will make you pee in your

SHERRILYN KENYON, DEVIL MAY CRY
Hailed as the Goddess of Fantasy, Ken¬
yon uses her books to delve into the depths
of fiction and entwine fantasy and mythol¬
ogy in such a way readers cannot help but
be sucked in. The best example of this is
her book, Devil May Cry. No, this has no
basis from the video game. In Devil May
Cry, Kenyon introduces the audience to
long dead gods, goddesses, demi-gods and
demons who make no appearance in the
media any more. The main male character,
one Sumerian ex-god turned Dark-Hunter
named Sin, finds himself in a world of
trouble. Not only did the "heifer" goddess,
Artemis, steal his powers so that he lost
his godhood, but now a swarm of lethal
demons known as the gallu have broken
free of their prison. These demons flood
the human Earth with one goal in mind;
complete annihilation of the human race.
Well, that and the release of the Dimme.
To top everything off, Sin seems to have
some how gotten himself a self-proclaimed
assistance in his fight. But here is the
kicker; what happens when this assistant
starts to warm his iced heart? Does the
fact that she is the daughter of Artemis
matter? Artemis may have stolen his godhood, but this one has stolen his heart.

The next question is: Will she keep it...or
feed it to those who want him dead?
RICHELLE MEAD, VAMPIRE ACADEMY
What do you do when your best friend
is being hunted? Now what if she is a
princess in a long line of royal families?
What if it's your job to protect her with
your life, which means possibly dying if
her life is in danger? Rose Hathaway once
faced this very decision. She chose to run
with Lisa Dragomir, her best friend and
Moroi princess. Rose decided it was best to
leave Saint Vladimir's Academy in order
to keep Lisa alive. And, now, Rose and
Lisa find themselves back inside Saint
Vladimir's gates where Rose will continue
learning how to protect Lisa while Lisa
goes back to being Queen of the elite Moroi
social scene. But with danger coming from
inside the gates safe haven, this will be no
normal school year. Did I mention Rose is
a Dhampir, a half-vampire, half-human
who is taught her only role is to protect
the Moroi? And that makes Lisa a Moroi,
a mortal vampire with powers so great the
Strigori will stop at nothing to steal her
away from her precious school. And just
what exactly are Strigori? Confused yet?
Read Rechelle Mead's Vampire Academy
series to see just how hard school could be

when its your job to keep your best friend
alive.
MICK TAKEUCHI,
HER MAJESTY'S DOG VOL. 1
Many have heard the phrase "there
is power in a word," but nowhere is this
more true than in Mich Takeuchi's beloved
series, Her Majesty's Dog. Kotodama, the
concept words have power and the user
has the power to control whatever and
whoever he or she knows the true name
of. Amane is a Kotodama user and it is
her job to help fixated spirits move on. But
what if the spirit becomes violent? Enter
Hyoue, Amane's guardian demon-dog who
has to do whatever Amane says. Just don't
tell their high school that. To ordinary
students, Amane and Hyoue are just that,
ordinary students, although one is a bit
of an ice queen and a little naive, while
the other is the hottest guy in school and
very hot headed. What happens though
when Hyoue's passive relationship with
his "master" finally becomes unbearable?
What if uttering a small simple sentence
breaks his bond with Amane and causes
his powers to go out of control? Will he lose
Amane forever and himself in the process?
—Stephanie Lunsford
Staff Writer

FASHION FRENZY
BAND BUZZ
Here is a list of upcoming
concerts for Mississippi and
other surrounding areas. If you
like loud music, amazing per¬
formances, and some of today's
hottest celebrities then you
should check out these must
see events.
DECEMBER 13
Kelly Clarkson
New Orleans
Uno Lakefront Arena
DECEMBER 18
Shinedown
Biloxi
Mississippi Coast Coliseum
Wynonna Judd
Silver Star Convention
Center
DECEMBER 28 AND 29
Lady Gaga
Atlanta
Fox Theatre Center

APRIL 10
Bon Jovi
Dallas
American Airlines Center
APRIL 15
Bon Jovi
Atlanta
Philips Arena
APRIL 21
Bon Jovi
Nashville
Sommet Center
MAY 29-30
Bayou Country Super Fest!!
(Two day passes available)
Baton Rouge, La.
LSU Tiger Stadium
May 29-Taylor Swift, Keith
Urban and Kellie Pickler
May 30- Kenny Chesney,
Brooks and Dunn and Jason
Aldean
—Colby Harvey
Staff Writer

GAMERS' GATHERING
Games New & Old on Show
HALO 3
I love video games. I grew up
my whole life playing almost
every game that has released
on almost every game system.
However, when I got to a game
call Halo 3 it blew my mind on
co-op mode and online.
To me, Halo 3 is the best
game I have ever played. I
think if anyone played it over a
period of time they would love
Halo 3 also. Halo 3 is a co-op
game that throws you in the
middle of an epic battle be¬
tween the humans and aliens.
Your name is master chief and
you are a spartan, the best of
the best. You have the use of
cool armor with access to some
of the best military weapons
and alien weapons.
This game shows how life
could be hundreds of years
down the line and how far
science will push the future of
modern life and materials of all
kinds.
—Corey Jones
Staff Writer
ODST HALO 3
The graphics were excellent
and, the campaign mode was
good, the multiplayer firefight
is challenging but very good.
The game is made for xbox360
and includes a second disc that
comes with every Halo 3 map
along with a few bonus maps
you can't get any where else. I
personally give these 9 out of
10.

—Zachary Eaves
Staff Writer
LEFT 4 DEAD
Has good zombie game graph¬
ics, though the multiplayer
could be a little better. It has a
lot of achievements to unlock.
The difficultly of the levels in
this game even on easy are hard
but that makes it even that
much more challenging. The
levels are great and I give this
game 7 out of 10!
—Zachary Eaves
Staff Writer
BAD COMPANY
Bad Company is for those
who like war games. It has a
lot of good weapons and good
campaign modes. The levels
are long. The only problem is
the multiplayer is online so you
must have Xbox. The story line
isn't too bad either, so I give
these 10 out of 10.
—Zachary Eaves
Staff Writer
TRANSFORMERS
Transformers is another good
game. You must complete mis¬
sions so that you might unlock
other characters to play. You
can play as either auto bots or
decepticon, which makes the
game play that much better.
The multiplayer is nice but the
solo game is better, so I rate
this game an 8 out of 10.
—Zachary Eaves
Staff Writer

Cooler Weather Offers Fashion Options
BY MORGAN WELLS
Staff Writer
Fall has arrived! Cool weath¬
er means time to bring out those
stylish
j a c k ets and
sweat¬
ers.
Still
want to
sport
those
summer
tanks,
well you
must
master
BUFFALO RUFFLE
the art
of lay
CROP JACKET
ering! $23.50
It s easy
just get your favorite summer
tank and style it with a cardi¬
gan. You can still wear your

SWIRL KNIT

SCRUNCH STUD STRAP

STUDDED PEEP TOE BOOTIE

SWEATER VEST

$39.50

$36.50

$21.50
summer wardrobe and stay
warm at the same time! Keep
your legs warm with a pair of
tights. They come in many dif¬
ferent colors and different pat¬
terns. Tights look great with
any skirt or dress.
Fall also means you can bring

out those boots! You can wear
boots with mostly anything.
Dress up your outfit with a pair
of black or brown leather ankle
boots or knee high boots, or go
casual with a pair of Uggs.
Winter is just around the cor¬
ner!! Pea coats are popular this

year. They can be worn over
anything to keep you warm and
still keep you in style. Acces¬
sorize your outfit with a long
charm necklace and earrings to
match.

OTHER VIEWS

Exploring the
The majority of people in the United
States celebrate the holiday called
Christmas. But so many have
started to refer to it has the December
holiday. Somehow they have forgotten or
perhaps they never knew the true pur¬
pose of celebrating the December holiday.
The name in and of itself has a purpose.
It is not simply a December holiday it is
Christ-mas, the birthday of a savior. The
day set aside for Jesus yet somehow we
have taken the Biblical principle of being
like Christ and "it's better to give than to
receive" and turned the day into a celebra¬
tion of reindeer, sleds, St. Nicholas/ Santa
Claus, cookies and milk and please don't
forget the gifts.
Why not instead of these things do some¬
thing for someone in need?
Why not give a coat to a cold homeless

Real Meaning of
man or feed a single mother and her three
children Christmas dinner. Why not make
it a sacrificial day for ourselves. Jesus sac¬
rificed himself and his life for us, not just
one of us but all of us.
We might read "The Christmas Story" to
their children or perhaps they will hear it
in Sunday school, but most will not. Most
will either be read to or read themselves
"The Night Before Christmas" and all
through the house not a creature was stir¬
ring not even a mouse and in the process
we fail to pass on the fact that Jesus was
born in a stable and laid in a manger, he
grew up with the sole purpose of dying for
us.
Would you do that for your loved one,
much less a stranger? On this day He gave
the most expensive gift He had, His life.
So this Christmas what will we celebrate

Christmas

Santa and all the things we will get from
friends and family and by June will not
even remember who gave us what? Or
perhaps can we take this season and go
another direction.
Can we read the story of Christ this
Christmas? Can we put aside us and what
we want for the good of someone who per¬
haps we do not know?
So I call us, those reading this article,
whether we are young or old, to make
a difference this Christmas season and
spread the word. This is not about rein¬
deer and Santa Claus or even gifts and
trees, but about a man who gave us all he
had... his life. What will you give to those
you love this Christmas? That is the ques¬
tion that really matters this season.
—Tiffany Lowery
Staff Writer

OTHER VIEWS
Hidden Lyrics: Do You Really Know What You're Singing?
In today's society, music has
become a vital part of life.
Many people use music as a
means of escaping the painful
time and rejoicing in the joyous
times.
Most songs are, for the most
part, straight forward, but
contrary to popular belief there
are some songs that have bad
lyrical meanings. Many songs
have very negative connota¬
tion toward women/men and

or sometimes describe some
illegal or illicit act.
The music industries/music
artists hide these negative
meanings by making a so
called "Radio Edition." Radio
editions are editions where the
music industries/music artists
remove all indecent words and
replace them with more cen¬
sored words. In the process of
censoring the music the con¬
notation of the song is changed.

This reporter believes if a song
has to be changed to be put on
the radio them most likely it
shouldn't be on the radio in the
first place. The proper place
for that is on the CD when it
comes out. Most artists do not
care that somebody's 60 yearold grandmother or grandfa¬
ther maybe walking around
the grocery store singing about
some illicit act and does not
even know it.

I do not know about you,
but I do not want any of my
grandparents singing about
some illicit act that they heard
in a song and doesn't know he
or she is singing about it. This
is why I ask you "Do you re¬
ally know what you're singing
about when you singing a song.
"Well, do you?"
—J'Markus Dubose
Staff Writer

OTHER VIEWS

Diversity Can Be Found in Food Combinations Around ECCC's Campus
There are some weird food combi¬
nations in the world. Foods that look
unappetizing, but taste good shocks
me. However, my curiosity got the
best of me. So I went to find out what
food combinations my fellow students

at EC like to eat together. Taylor
Bailey enjoys ketchup and lima beans
and Oreos with peanut butter. That's
not too bad for an odd food, but still it
makes the cut. Ernie Triplett likes to
get his proteins and vitamins at the

same time because he likes to eat pea¬
nut butter and banana sandwiches.
Rachel Ramirez of Forest likes to eat
pickles and ranch dressing. I have to
agree that's good because I eat that in
salads.

However, there is one more that
caught my attention more than the
rest. One student likes to eat blackeyed peas and mayonnaise. I bet it's
good but I have never thought to try
it.

All these foods are good to some
degree, but it's all about taste. So try
them and maybe you will see why
people like these odd foods.
—Corey Jones
Staff Writer
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC Gospel Choir Officers:Serving as 2009-10 officers for the East Central Community College
Gospel Choir are (from left) Kelli Nixon of Bay Springs, treasurer; Donnatello Pittman of Lake, chaplain;
Kayla Nixon of Bay Springs, president; and Miata Evans of Lawrence, secretary. At right is Brenda K.
Johnson of Lawrence, Gospel Choir sponsor.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC Phi Beta Lambda Officers: These East Central Community College students serve as 2009-10
officers of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda, an organization for business students. Seated from left
are Zach Gibbs, president and Chance Hall, vice president, both of Forest; and Ryan Gillis of Newton,
parliamentarian. Standing from left are Abby McMillan, reporter and Brittany Morrison, historian, both of
Newton; Emily Malone of Carthage, secretary and Morgan Deweese of Philadelphia, treasurer. Phi Beta
Lambda is the premier business association preparing students for careers in business and success in
life. Its purpose is to foster a better relationship between one another and to cultivate a better under¬
standing of business principles in general.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC Gospel Choir Musicians: Musicians for East Central Community College's Gospel Choir per¬
formance held recently included (from left) Eddie Herring of Montrose, bass; Eric Goodman of Decatur,
drums; Jermaine Jones of Newton, keyboard; and Billy Campbell of Montrose, guitar. The Gospel Choir
held its fall concert Nov. 11 in the Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. The theme of this
year's performance was "Making a Difference." The Rev. Jason Cole of Mt. Mariah Church in Newton
was guest speaker. Brenda K. Johnson of Lawrence serves as Gospel Choir sponsor.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Tapped for ECCC Honor Society: These East Central Community College students recently joined a
prestigious organization following their induction into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the inter¬
national honor society for two-year colleges. Membership is by invitation only and requires a minimum
a 3.5 grade point average earned as a full-time student. Inductees and their hometowns include (first
row, from left) Tanesha Ann Barham, Philadelphia; Jeni Collins, Union; Melissa Ann Cox, Raleigh; Kelly
Faye Dansby, Philadelphia; Edward Owen Fondren, Union; Kelly Demar George, Philadelphia; Benja¬
min Bryce Hall, Morton; and Candise Renee Johnson, Forest; and (back row, from left) Makisha Shanta
Johnson, Newton; Todd Alexander Johnson, Louisville; Mary Margaret Kirk, Noxapater; Joseph Dale
McNeill, Louisville; Katelyn A. Thomas, McCool; Jason Richard Watkins, Brandon; Florabel Ramon
Withers, Carthage; and Misty Latimer, Philadelphia. ECCC faculty members Kate Covich and Curt Skip¬
per serve as Theta Xi advisers.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Officers: Serving as officers of East Central Community College's Theta Xi
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, are (from left) Kimberly Blackwell of Louisville, vice president of members; Jordan Gunn of Forest, vice president of fellow¬
ship; Brandon Hughes of Union, vice president of leadership; Kurt Simoneau of Louin, president; Kyle
Ethridge of Decatur, vice president of scholarship; Paul Sewell of Leesburg, vice president of service;
and Abby McMillan of Newton, vice president of public relations. The PTK leaders are shown following
their participation in the annual Fall Induction Ceremony held on the Decatur campus. Faculty members
Kate Covich and Curt Skipper serve as Theta Xi advisers.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC Student Education Association: Members of the Student Education Association at ECCC
include (front row, from left) Abby McMillan of Newton, Brittany Snow of Philadelphia, Chris Tatum of
Decatur, Stewart Frey of Louisville and Kelsey Hill of Nanih Waiya; and (back row, from left) Sylvia
Wright (co-sponsor), Jennifer Moore and John Carl Riser, both of Forest; Meredith Jones of Louisville
and Robin Fulton (co-sponsor). The purpose of the Student Education Association is to give the student
practical experience in teacher-teacher and teacher-student relations.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC President's Council: The above students currently serve as members of the President's Coun¬
cil at East Central Community College in Decatur. The President's Council is made up of leaders of all
campus clubs and organizations and was established to provide better communications between the
student groups and the President's office. Members and their respective organizations are (seated,
from left) co-sponsor Dr. Phil Sutphin, College President; Council vice president Stacey Carter of Noxpater, ASNEC (Association of Student Nurses at East Central); Council president Kurt Simoneau of Louin,
Phi Theta Kappa; Council secretary Anna Powell of Philadelphia, Wesley Foundation; and co-sponsor
Joe Killens, Vice President for Student Services; (second row, from left) Will Emmons of Lake, cheer¬
leaders; Edgar Alvarez of Forest, SBA president; Drew Dowdy of Philadelphia, Sigma Sigma Mu Tau;
Kayla Nixon of Bay Springs, Gospel Choir; Ruby McCurdy of Carthage, Collegians; Anna Williams of
Newton, cheerleaders; Ashley Dumas of Decatur, Wo-He-Lo; Magan Lancaster of Decatur, ECSTSA
(East Central Surgical Technology Student Association); Kelsey Hill of Louisville, Student Education As¬
sociation; and Sandy Penn of Forest, East Central Environmental Club; and (back row, from left) Jordan
Gunn of Forest, Concert Choir and resident hall advisors; Conner Herrington of Carthage, Alpha Alpha
Epsilon; Christian Ortega of Forest, freshman class; Brandon Kennedy of Union, Baptist Student Union;
Zach Gibbs of Forest, Phi Beta Lambda; Rachel Ramirez of Forest, The Tom-Tom; Chelsea Pugh of
Hickory, Mu Alpha Theta; Tiffany Spence of Decatur, Ac'cents; and Amelia Burnside of Carthage, War¬
rior Corps.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Phi Beta Lambda Members: Phi Beta Lambda members for 200910 have been announced for ECCC. Phi Beta Lambda is the premier
Business Education Association preparing students for careers in
business and success in life. Its purpose is to foster a better relation¬
ship between one another and to cultivate a better understanding
of business principles in general. Members include: (front row, from
left) Alisia Nene, Shikira Moore, Cassidy Shoemake and Brandi
King, all of Philadelphia; Casey Shoemaker of Decatur, Zach Gibbs,
president and Candise Johnson, both of Forest; Emily Malone, sec¬
retary, of Carthage; Brandy Talbert of Philadelphia, Kim Amerson of
Decatur, Brittany Morrison, historian, of Newton; Lachelle Moss and
Anna Alexander, both of Little Rock; Marie Townsend of Newton;
(second row, from left) Jason Hancock of Decatur, LaKeshia Boyd of
Preston, Mia Claiborne and Abby McMillan, reporter, both of New¬
ton; Audrianna Walker of Forest, Rhonda Lard of Meridian, Paula
Covarrubias of Standing Pine, John Blount, Cody Spence and Mor¬
gan Bailey, all of Philadelphia; Eliska Slaughter of Morton, Kristina
Bell of Conehatta and Sabrina Monk of Newton; (back row, from left)
Morgan Deweese and Tracy Triplett, both of Philadelphia; Dianne
Campbell of Union, Nikisha Gibson of Newton, Ava Green of Magee,
Kimberly Goodin of Newton, Reshelle Williams of Lake, Chazene
Hickman, Sidney Williams and Carrie Alexander, all of Philadelphia;
Jeremy Saucier of Decatur, Terrell Jones of Lake, Gerald Mann
of Carthage, Bryan M. Wiseman of Newton, Matt Griffin of Union,
Chance Hall, vice president of Forest and Ryan Gillis, parliamentar¬
ian of Decatur. Not pictured, Asia Tingle of Newton.

i

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Gospel Choir Performs: ECCC's Gospel Choir members are
shown prior to their fall concert held recently on the Decatur cam¬
pus. The theme of the 2009 performance was "Making a Difference."
The Rev. Jason Cole of Mt. Moriah Church in Newton was guest
speaker. Choir members include (first row, from left) Miata Evans,
Newton; Jasmine Earby, Morton; Kayla Nixon, Bay Springs; Santanna Wilson, Louisville; Xavier Rodgers and Dyron Haynes, both of
Louisville; Donnatello Pittman, Lake; Tom Jackson, Louisville; An¬
gelica Dukes, Louin; Sabrina Markette Robinson, Ackerman; Melanie Johnson, Ridgeland; and Brenda K. Johnson, sponsor; (second
row, from left) Asia Tingle, Newton; Danielle Eiland, Louisville; Kelli
Nixon, Bay Springs; Jessica Rushing, Pachuta; Jackie Leggette,
Meridian; Zeric Townsel, Starkville; Kuriakis Glass, Louisville; Dee
Martin and Vericka Willis, both of Meridian; Felicia Stevens, Heidel¬
berg; and Britney Jefferson, Batesville; (third row, from left) Bianca
Thomas and Mercedes Brown, both of Forest; Tanecia Keyes,
Louin; Deedrea Davies, Louisville; Darius Walker, Hickory; Deiguyrus Holden, Decatur; Damion Young, Pelahatchie; Reggie Davis,
Decatur; Alexis Boyd, Pelahatchie; and Reshetta Benton, Forest;
and (fourth row, from left) Shakira Gaddis, Chunky; Alisha Rankin,
Port Gibson; Quaniesha Higgins, State Line; Lawrence Davis, Jr.,
Philadephia; Jermaine Jones; Ronnie White, Forest; Keith Phillips,
Carthage; Keyshawn Harrison, Decatur; Sharday Hornsby, Morton;
Maree Kidd, Newton; and Jamiah Gallaspy, Decatur.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
SkillsUSA Members: These students are members of SkillsUSA
at ECCC. Members and their respective hometowns include (front
row, from left) Jesse Dickerson, Edinburg; Jesse Holloway, Decatur;
Brittany Cooper, Sebastopol; Jamey Taylor, Lake; Nancy Barnett,
Philadelphia; Annabeth Papalambros, Louisville; Erica Dowell, Car¬
thage; Danielle Shoemaker, Decatur; and Crystal Tucker, Meridian;
(second row, from left) Carrie Stokes, Philadelphia; Payton Pierce,
Madden; Brandon Caldwell, Carthage; Jamie Fortenberry, Forest;
Ronald Spears, Louisville; Paige Worthy, Noxapater; Maree Kidd,
Newton; Cory Bender, Raleigh; and Felicia Sowell, Newton; (third
row, from left) Carnell Gray, Quitman; Cody Mason, Union; Craig
Lovell, Newton; Jesse Savell, Decatur; Max Harvey, Morton; Johnny
Hatcher, Nanih Waiya; Will Land, Philadelphia; Brandon Stubblefield, Philadelphia; and Robin Crapps, Union; (fourth row, from left)
Frank Harris, Lisman, Ala.; Charles Johnson, Louisville; Antonio
Nash, Carthage; Ronald Hearan, Louisville; Avery Morgan, Witchita,
Kan.; Germaine Grace, Meridian; and Patrick Griffin, Union; (fifth
row, from left) Richard Mosby, Decatur; Lindsay Bozeman, Union;
Johnathon Breedlove, Philadelphia; Tim Patterson, Louisville; Syd¬
ney Tucker, Shelby Shelley and Adam McLemore, all of Sebastopol;
Hugh Vanlandingham, Noxapater; and Jeremy Stewart, Louisville;
(sixth row, from left) Alex Hamilton, Philadelphia; Logan Hilliard,
Louisville; Cory Fitzgerald, Little Rock; Eddie Fondren, Union; Colton
Fulton, Philadelphia; Amber Wall, Pelahatchie; Hannah Watkins,
Union; and Jason Thomas, Philadephia; (seventh row, from left)
Trent Hitt, Philadelphia; Kristie Robinson, Forest; Amanda Partridge,
Philadelphia; Candace Patrick, Forest; Raquel Simmons, Philadel¬
phia; Megan Carlisle, Gilbertown, Ala.; Amy Johnson, DeKalb; Chania Mickiel, Forest; Ashley Arrington, Newton; and Camala Palmer,
Meridian; and (eighth row, from left) Josh Taylor, Sebastopol;
Jeremy Rogers, Rose Hill; Darren Crader, Hickory; Joel Hardy, For¬
est; Kenny Drury, Noxapater; Kassie Call, Charles Hamilton, Dustin
Davis and Kurt Tolbert, all of Philadelphia; and Eric Boone, Forest.
The sponsors are Lynn Selman and Sheri Cliburn.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Campus Leaders: Pictured above are 2009-2010 student
government leaders at East Central Community College
in Decatur. Students and their respective high schools
include (seated, from left) Edgar Alvarez of Forest, Stu¬
dent Body Association (SBA) president; Kerri Cook of
Carthage, SBA vice president; and Kyle Killens of Newton
County, SBA treasurer; and (standing, from left) fresh¬
man class officers Christian Ortega of Forest, president;
Alejandro Chavez of New Albany, vice president; Anna
Alexander, a homeschooler from Little Rock, secretary;
and Ben Stewart of Grenada, treasurer; and sophomore
class officers Hannah Lee of Leake Academy, president;
Kimberly Blackwell of Nanih Waiya, vice president; Lacey
Gilmore of Newton County, secretary; and Abby McMil¬
lan of Newton County Academy, treasurer. Not pictured is
Cody Walters of Forest, SBA secretary. Vice President for
Student Services Joe Killens sen/es as sponsor.
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"Your failures define you, not your successes. You learn from your mistakes."
— Christopher Brady
Art Instructor
By STEPHANIE LUNSFORD
Staff Writer

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The Collegians, East Central Community Colleges rock-n-roll band,
presented their fall campus concert at 8 p.m. Monday, November
16, in Huff Auditorium. The popular group performed songs by art¬
ists such as Lady Gaga, Boys Like Girls, Carrie Underwood, Led
Zeppelin and many others. Collegian members and their respec¬
tive high schools include (front row, from left) Jordan Vance, Trinity
Episcopal in Natchez; Brandon Hughes, Newton County; Courtney
Gammill, Lake; Jessie Harrison, Tiffany Spence and Monica Vincent,
all of Newton County; Nathan Spears, Neshoba Central; and Drew
Harrison, Newton County; (second row, from left) Mikhail Serio,
Carthage; Dustin Gibbs, Lake; Robbie Faulk, Winston Academy; and
Colby Horton, Neshoba Central; (top row, from left) Leslie Graham,
Forest; Graylon Foster, Philadelphia; Ruby McCurdy, Carthage;
Christina Gibbs, Lake; Bobby Branning, West Lauderdale; Lacey
Gilmore, Newton County; Brandon Gibbs, Lake; D.J. Harris, Sumrall;
Tyler Woods and Clay Winstead, both of Neshoba Central; Austin
Jay, Union; and Robert Hisaw, Nanih Waiya. ECCC Director of
Bands Thomas W. Carson serves as director and also plays guitar.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The ECCC Accents show choir presented its fall concert on Thurs¬
day, December 3, in Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium. The popular
group presented such hits as Rock This Town by Stray Cats, Man in
the Mirror by Michael Jackson, We Belong by Pat Benatar, Reeling
in the Years by Steely Dan and September by Earth, Wind and Fire.
Accents members and their respective high schools include (front
row, from left) Polly Vaughn and Monica Vincent, both of Newton
County; (second row, from left) Lane Fulton and Jessica Harrison,
both of Newton County; Laura Gunn, Lake; Casey Rowzee, Newton
County Academy; and Tiffany Spence and Brandon Hughes, both of
Newton County; and (back row, from left) Cody Strait, Drew Har¬
rison, Richie Ferguson and Brandon Boulton, all of Newton County.
Not pictured are sound technicians Jonathan Crabtree of Warren
Central and Tyler Laird of Newton County. Vicki Blaylock serves as
director.

In college campuses across
the globe, many departments
go into making the college
what it is. Academic depart¬
ments combine with extracur¬
ricular ones to make the fields
that students study. One of
these departments, though,
seems to be one of the often
overlooked departments: the
art department.
An artist will tell you quickly
just how important being able
to study drawing, painting or
the history of art is, but the
general population never quite
understands what this depart¬
ment consists of. Most students
who join an art class thinks it
is a easy "A", but find that the
work it takes to pass the class
is much harder than even their
required classes. Christopher
Brady, the art instructor at East
Central, hopes to clear up these
misconceptions while making a
stronger art program.
Brady has been teaching

art students
at East Cen¬
tral for two
years, includ¬
ing courses
such as Art
History, Art
Appreciation,
BRADY
Drawing I and
II, Design I and II and Painting
I and II. He states that some of
his hopes for the future of the
East Central Art Department is
to one day expand the courses
offered, bring interest to more
students, and possibly one day
add additional faculty. Brady
said that there are so many
more courses he would like to
be able to teach, but he just
does not the time to imple¬
ment these courses.
A few of the new classes
consist of computer usage,
which would mean updating
the hardware and software of
the department's computer lab.
Brady believes that with most
of the art majors going into
graphic design and other fields
such as these, having comput-

er-based art courses would be
a big plus for the department.
The biggest obstacle Brady
faces is a lack of dedication
in some art students. Quite a
few students who sign up for
art classes do not realize just
how much work is needed to
succeed in art courses. Some
students see the classes as
easy, laid back classes where
they can draw "kitties and
butterflies and such." Brady
said these students tend view
the class lowly, and do not put
forth adequate effort. Thus, "if
you aim low, you hit low." In
reality, the students who do
go into these courses dedicate
many hours on single works,
have a nearly two hour studio
classes, and spend many hours
outside of class staring at a still
life of bottles and boxes. Often
Brady is heard saying, "You will
hate boxes and bottles by the
end of the semester."
But Brady also said that art is
very valuable. It is an important
part of culture and has a great
deal of value. Brady said that

"art is a language"that artist
uses images like authors use
word. Artists convey feelings,
emotions, thoughts and ideas
with simple strokes and hues
and complex shades and val¬
ues. These works visually com¬
municate the artist thoughts
and ideas. "Art changes the way
we look at things," Brady said.
He is also often heard saying,
"I'm not teaching you to draw.
I'm teaching you how to see."
Hopefully one day many
more dedicated students will
see the importance of this
department and prove its
vital part to East Central. Until
then the artists of East Central
will continue with their loved
courses where they learn to
see, not to draw and the in¬
structor who makes it possible,
and prove its vital part to East
Central. Until then the artists of
East Central will continue with
their loved courses where they
learn to see, not to draw and
the instructor who makes it
possible.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Area Students Attend ECCC Choral Festival: Approximately 300 students from throughout the East Central Community College district,
which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties, attended the Colleges annual District High School Choral Festival
held in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. James Hawkins, choir director at Jim Hill High School in Jackson, served as guest clinician.
Activities concluded with a mass choir performance in which students performed The Word Was God, by Powell, Kyrie by Gabriella and
Wade in the Water by Hogan.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Homecoming Honorees:
These ECCC alumni
received honors at the
2009 Homecoming cel¬
ebration held Saturday,
Oct. 3, on the Decatur
campus. From left are
Jack Winstead (Class
of 1956) of Lawrence,
"Alumnus of the Year;"
Mary Rosalyn Rogers
Folks (Class of 1964) of
Picayune, "Alumna of the
Year;" and Wanda Blackwell McPhail (Class of
1971) of Collinsville and
Donald Acton (Class of
1953) of Knoxville, Tenn.,
who were inducted into
the College's Athletic Hall
of Fame. The presenta¬
tions were made at the
annual Alumni Luncheon
held in Mabry Memorial
Cafeteria.

Ac'cents Holds Fall Concert
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The East Central Community
College Ac'cents show choir
presented its fall campus con¬
cert on December 3, in Vickers
Fine Arts Auditorium on the
Decatur campus.
Ac'cents director Vicki Blay¬
lock said of the upcoming per¬
formance, "This year's Ac'cents
take the stage with members
that are not only solo entertain¬
ers in their own right, but blend
with the entire group vocally.
They bring lots of experience
and showmanship that promis¬
es to make for an exciting night
of song and dance."
The popular group pre¬
sented such hits as "Rock This

Town" by Stray Cats, "Man in the
Mirror" by Michael Jackson, "We
Belong" by Pat Benatar, "Reel¬
ing in the Years" by Steely Dan
and "September" by Earth, Wind
and Fire.
Ac'cents members and their
respective high schools include
Casey Rowzee, Newton County
Academy; Tiffany Spence, Drew
Harrison, Lane Fulton, Cody
Strait, Brandon Hughes, Jessica
Harrison, Richie Ferguson, Polly
Vaughn, Monica Vincent and
Brandon Boulton, all of Newton
County and Laura Gunn of Lake.
Jonathan Crabtree of War¬
ren Central and Tyler Laird of
Newton County serve as sound
technicians.
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EXTRAORDINARY STUDENT

As part of the Haunted
House of Hoops festiv¬
ities held October 28
at ECCC, The TomTom student newspa¬
per hosted a Costume
Contest. Winners of
the contest included,
T J'Markus Dubose,
from Union, as a jester
in first place, Jordan
Gunn, from Forest,
as the Mad Hatter in
second, and Shannon
Mayes, of Louisville,
as a bumble bee in
third place.

Leggette Studies While Serving
By KATIE WOODRUFF
STAFF WRITER
The Extraordinary Student:
Sergeant Vernon Leggette
Vernon Leggette is a Sergeant in
the Army National Guard and an
extraordinary student. Sergeant
Leggette is stationed out of Gulfport.
Leggette has been in the military
for 13 years and was stationed in
Iraq for 13 months. Leggette said
he feels his dedication and loyalty
to what he believes in makes him
extraordinary person. The Sergeant
had a hip injury preparing for his
tour and returned the the state
because of it. Leggette's jobs in the
Army National Guard are petro¬
leum specialist and ammo dis-

eggette l

f

^

I U.S. MM

LEGGETTE
posal, and as a civilian he works as
a Transportation Security Admin¬
ister orTSA. He said he wants to
do something with his life and his

belief in the military values drew
him to enlist. He said he really likes
the benefits, and the family net
work the military provides.
The military is somewhat of a
family tradition for Leggette, with
his grandfather also being in the
military.
Leggette is studying to become
a physical therapist. He said he
chose to attend East Central Com¬
munity College, because it offered
the classes that he needed and it
had later orientation dates. Sgt.
Leggette said he would advise
anyone thinking about joining
the military to make sure that the
military is something he or she
would like to do and make sure to
be open to change.

Haunted

Brings

House

Campus

By JODIEE LAWSON
Staff Writer
Every year East Central Community College
holds a Halloween themed basketball game
called the Haunted House of Hoops. This year it
was held on Oct. 28.
As always there was the costume contest.The
winners this year were J'Markus Dubose, from
Union, as a jester in first place, Jordan Gunn, from
Forest, as the Mad Hatter in second, and Shan¬

of Hoops

Fun

non Mayes, of Louisville, as a bumble bee came
in third.
The event was emceed by Anna Alexander
and Cody Walters.
The 3-point shoot out contest was won by
Hannah Lee, a sophomore from Philadelphia. In a
face off between Coach Kristen Chaney and Chris
Harris, Chaney won. It was full of excitement and
candy as the college students came out to have
fun and to celebrate the only holiday in which
they get to dress up.

SPICIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Burt Dedication: Family members of the late Landon Burt attended a Tree and Bench Dedication Cer¬
emony held at the College Lake on the campus of East Central Community College. Burt was an ECCC
freshman last December when he drowned while filming an inspirational video for the BSU at the Col¬
lege Lake. Pictured are (front row, from left) Landon's brother David Burt of Hickory, parents Mary and
Bryan Burt of Newton; and grandmothers Aline Burt Plilar of Hickory and Birtis Bryant of Newton; and
(back row, from left) cousin Bill Bryant of Madison, uncle Frank Burt of Meridian, aunt Gloria Williams of
Hickory, cousins Annatise Bryant, Blakeney Bryant and Jan Bryant, all of Madison; and aunt Mary Eliza¬
beth Bryant, uncle Lowell Bryant and cousin Bob Bryant, all of Canton.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Reunited for their 50th class reunion are the above East Central Community College alumni who re¬
ceived special recognition during homecoming activities held Oct.3 on the Decatur campus. Class
members received 'Golden Anniversary' diplomas from ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin during a
ceremony in the Vickers Fine Arts Center auditorium. Pictured are (front row, from left) Mack Shelton of
Pearl, Corrine Cross Neal of Huntington Beach, Calif.; Sara McGee Moreau of Decatur, Fred Allen Barfoot of Philadelphia, Lois Blount Cooper of Decatur, Linda Alderman Horn of Huntsville, Ala.; Ann Sigrest
Williams of Columbia, Louise Fortenberry Johnston of Lake and Phyllis Vowell Robinson of Philadelphia;
(second row, from left) Carl Hollingsworth of Decatur, Mary Sue Cook Smith of Irving, Texas; Alice Faye
Skinner of Hattiesburg, Harlon Crimm of Marietta, Ga.; Alfred Bailey of Decatur, Willard May of Petal,
Danna McMillin Bennett of Sherman, Texas; and Linda Hudson and Keith Hudson, both of Louisville;
and (back row, from left) Perry Willis Smith of Byram, Henry Moreau of Decatur, Larry Ti/cker of Jack¬
son, Shelby Lowery of New Albany, Johnny Smith of Monticello, Ga.; James Chester Sawyer of Morton,
James Johnston of Lake, Sydney Nester of Mendenhall, Tommy Leach of Union, Lyndolph White of
Vicksburg and Bubba Hudspeth of Louisville.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM TOM
ECCC Dedicates Tree, Bench in Memory of Burt: ECCC Baptist Student Union Director Scott Vaughn
is shown providing remarks during a Tree and Bench Dedication Ceremony held at the College Lake in
memory of Landon Burt. Burt was an ECCC freshman last December when he drowned while filming an
inspirational video for the BSU at the College Lake. Also taking part in the ceremony, which was attend¬
ed by approximately 100 family and friends, were Randy Cuchens, minister of music and senior adults
at First Baptist Church in Newton, and College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. The tree is pictured in the
foreground on the right. The bench is shown at left and contains a plaque, which reads This bench and
oak tree were placed in memory of Landon Burt. The tree symbolizes the strength of Landons character
and marks the site of his departure from this life, December 19, 2008. Family and friends of Landon Burt
earlier established the Landon Bryan Burt Endowed Scholarship, which will be awarded annually during
the Colleges AT&T Scholarship Luncheon.

ECCC HAPPENINGS
December 10
Warriors hit the road for a
basketball game at Fulton Cam¬
pus, ECCC vs Itawamba.The
ladies playing at 5 p.m. and the
men play at 7 p.m.
December 13
There will be a dedication of
Thomas W. Thrash Auditorium,

in Newton Hall at 2 p.m. the
reception following in Mabry
Memorial Cafeteria. The New¬
ton Hall auditorium is being
named in memory of Thomas
W. Thrash for his lifelong dedi¬
cation to education and for his
40 years of instructional leader¬
ship at ECCC.

December 15
The Dual Enrollment Practi¬
cal Nursing Pinning Ceremony
will be held in the Vickers Fine
Arts Center Auditorium at 6
p.m.
—Hannah McCloud
Staff Writer

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Musical Casts Honored: Casts of four musicals directed by former East Central Community College
speech and theater instructor Bruce Peterson were among special groups honored during homecom¬
ing activities held Oct. 3 on the Decatur campus. The reunion group included cast members from
1974 Camelot, 1979 Mame, 1982 Carousel and 1985 Oklahoma. Those attending reunion activities
include (first row, from left) Brenda Carson of Decatur, Martha Blanton of Carthage, Terri Donald of
Philadelphia, Joan Grimes of Union, Peterson, Flo Harkins Henley of Starkville, Julie Goodwin Rowzee of Hickory and Cheryl Gibbon DuBose of Collierville, Tenn.; (second row, from left) Tom Carson
of Decatur, Ken Hackman of Madison, Johnny Walker of Louisville, Louis Crenshaw of Newton, Gail
Fondren of Oxford, Tonia Coker of Decatur, Tammie Covington Addy of Decatur and Mike Boggan of
Muscle Shoals, Ala.; and (back row, from left) Greg Henley and Geedie Simmons, both of Starkville;
Scotty Goldman of Prattville, Ala.; Mark Walker of Brandon, Cy Williams of Fulton, Leah Livingston of
Starkville, Victor Coker of Decatur and Tina Hollingsworth of Lake.

Charlotte Brackeen (left) of
Union is shown presenting
a check to Dr. Phil A. Sut¬
phin, president of ECCC, with
proceeds designated for the
Founders' Gym Renovation
Fund. Fundraising efforts are
under way to restore the facility,
recognized as one of the oldest
buildings on the campus and the
oldest standing brick gymnasium
in east Mississippi. Brackeen's
late husband, Denver, was an
All-American basketball player
for the Warriors and was among
the many college and high
school athletes to play in the
facility, which hosted hundreds
of basketball games from 1930
to 1970, including local, regional
and state championships for
both high school and college
level teams. Contributions may
be made to the ECCC Founda¬
tion, Inc., P.O. Box 129, Decatur,
MS 39327. For more information
contact Stacey Hollingsworth,
executive director, Foundation
and Alumni Relations, 601-6352111 or call toll free, 877-4623222, ext. 327.
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BY DENETRA DARDEN
Staff Writer
Transitioning high school to
college can be scary and might
have to take some time to get
used to. In college, study habits
will change, friends will change,
the distance from family to
school will most likely change
and other activities students
normally do will change. One
thing that will greatly change
will be the way students eat
and exercise. The myth going
into college is that students will
gain the "Freshmen 15."

What is the freshman 15?
The "Freshmen 15" is the 15
pounds incoming freshmen are
likely to gain in their first year
of college. A new study shows
nearly one in four freshmen
gain at least five percent of
their body weight, an average
of about 10 pounds, during
their first semester. The change
from going to one diet to
another is basically the cause of
the weight gain. In high school,
students are more active and
have much less time to eat.
Most students'parents prepare
big meals and in most homes
the food is well balanced and

Planning Renovation

of

Founders'

Gym

n * ' f SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Renovation Plans: Looking over plans to renovate East Central
Community College's Founders' Gym are Alumni Association board
member and project contributor Ann Burkes (left) of Decatur and
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, who are shown in front of the
historic structure. A fundraising drive is currently under way to
renovate the facility, recognized as one of the oldest buildings on
the Decatur campus and the oldest standing brick gymnasium in
east Mississippi. From 1930 to 1970, Founders' Gym played host
to hundreds of basketball games including local, regional and state
championships for both high school and college level teams. The
gym was also used for May Day programs, proms, dances, plays,
musicals, graduations and many community events. Founders' Gym
is named in honor of Dr. Benjamin Franklin "Frank" Hunter, Burkes'
grandfather; James "Jim" McDonald Thames and others instrumen¬
tal in establishing the College. Dr. Sutphin said the renovation proj¬
ect includes four phases at an estimated cost of $8 million. He said
the College is also pursuing grant money to assist with the renova¬
tion. Contributions may be made to the ECCC Foundation, Inc., P.O.
Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327. For more information contact Stacey
Hollingsworth, executive director, Foundation and Alumni Relations,
601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 327. Her e-mail
address is sholling@eccc.edu.

Wal-Mart Assists

Police

the

generally healthy.
Now that students are in col¬
lege, they're mostly like to eat
more junk food such as pizza,
hamburgers and French fries.
These foods are high in choles¬
terol, fat and salt which cause
students to gain weight.
To most students, the infa¬
mous Freshmen 15 is for real.
But surprisingly, the Freshmen
15 is just a myth. Two students
on campus are not being af¬
fected by the Freshmen 15.
Tatum Melancon of Louisville
said,"The Freshmen 15 is actu¬
ally not affecting me at all, so
far. I've actually lost weight."

Freshmen
Kelia Reid, of Carthage
agreed and said/The Fresh¬
men 15 has not affected me
yet, but I have been eating a lot
more junk food since I've been
in college.'The availability of
food is different in college, and
students tend to keep very vari¬
able hours. Putting together
a balanced meal is not really
something in which students
have had a lot of practice.
College students keep getting
busier and busier through the
semester. Some students don't
have time for healthy foods.
Some students don't receive a
full balanced meal.

There are ways to prevent
the Freshmen 15. Exercise is
key. Being away from home
and having more freedom
to choose anything students
want to do often lead them to
make poor decisions. Students
tend to drink more alcohol in
college, have more stress and
less time to exercise. If students
are looking to maintain weight,
they should take advantage of
gyms, walk on campus and use
the stairs instead of elevators.
Students can also be careful
with their food selection, which
is important. Eating fruits,
vegetables and whole grains

At Home for the Holidays
BY ANNA ALEXANDER
Staff Writer
The Christmas holidays are
a joyous time full of family,
fun, and of course lots and lots
of food! Most of our families
keep the same old familiar
routine and cook those won¬
derful dishes we've enjoyed
since childhood. Some of our
favorite recipes might have
been passed down through the
years or maybe it's brand new
and in the making of becom¬
ing a tradition. Either way, the
foods we eat during Christmas
have a specific role in making
it better! The foods we love are
what make Christmas seem like
Christmas! Here are just a few
of the tasty treats that will be
served and enjoyed this holiday
season by some of the male
"chefs'Vteachers on East Cen¬
tral's campus.
Christopher Brady's
White Chicken Chili
(passed down to him by
his mother)
16 oz. can of white beans
2 large onions, chopped
1 stick unsalted butter
Va c. all-purpose flour
% c. chicken broth
2 c. half and half
1 tsp Tabasco
1 Vi tsp. chili powder
1 tsp salt (I usually put more)
1 tsp pepper (I put in more)
Two 4-oz. cans whole mild
green chilies, drained and
chopped
5 boneless, skinless chicken
breasts (about 2 pounds)
some extra butter and oil to
cook the chicken in
1 Vi c. grated Monterey Jack
V2C. sour cream
1. Heat a large skillet (I like
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cast-iron) over moderately high
heat and put in some butter
and oil.
Meanwhile coat your
chicken with salt and pepper
and maybe some chili powder.
Let chicken cook until nicely
browned and cooked through.
2. Remove the chicken from
the pan. When the chicken is
cool enough to handle, shred it
with your fingers and set aside.
3. While waiting for chicken
to cool, cook the onion in the
same pan with 2 Tbs. of butter
until softened.
4. In a heavy pot, large
enough to hold all the ingre¬
dients, melt remaining 6 Tbs.
of butter over moderately low
heat and whisk in flour. Cook
the roux, whisking constantly,
for three minutes. Stir in the on¬
ion and gradually add the broth
and half and half, whisking the
whole time. Bring mixture to^.
a boil and simmer, stirring oc¬
casionally for 5 minutes, or until
thickened.(lt will be nicely and
obviously thick.) Stir in Tabasco,
chili powder, cumin, salt and
pepper. Add beans, chilies,
chicken, and cheese, and cook
over moderately low heat, stir¬
ring occasionally for 20 min¬
utes. Add sour cream. May be
served immediately - though
like all types of chili, this tastes
awesome the next day.
5. Serve with the usual chili
garnishes - cilantro, cheese,
jalapenos, tomatoes, etc.
Patrick Stokiey's Kibbie (one of his family's
traditional Lebanese
dishes)
2 lbs. of ground hamburger
meat
3
A -1 c. pine nuts
V2 c. chopped mint leaves

15

instead of fried foods with a lot
of calories will certainly de¬
crease the likelihood of exces¬
sive weight gain.
It is possible to avoid the
Freshmen 15 without even
stepping foot in the gym. But if
you are looking to lose weight
or defray the cost of stress
eating during finals, a couple
of trips to the campus gym
each week will definitely help.
What's most important is that
you establish habits that will
allow you to enjoy your favorite
foods and still avoid the Fresh¬
men 15.
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2 c. cracked wheat (needs
to soak in COLD water for 15
minutes and then drained)
salt and pepper as needed
1. All the ingredients need
to go into a big bowl and mixed
by hand. Once it is mixed well,
you will make balls out of the
kibbie about two-thirds the size
of a baseball.
2. While you are making the
balls of kibbie, punch a hole
in them, add some butter and
olive oil, and close the hole up.
This helps make them moist
and yummy.
3. Evenly space the balls
of kibbie on a cookie sheet
greased with olive oil. Pre-set
the oven to 350 degrees, and
cook for about 20 minutes, (set
a timer)
4. Finally, when the timer
goes off, broil the kibbie for
about a minute, remove from
oven and enjoy.
Dr. Phillip Crenshaw's
Brunswick Stew
(this is one of his favor¬
ites from Paula Dean)
3 large split chicken breast
2 Vi qts. Water
3 medium potatoes, peeled
and coarsely chopped
1 large onion, diced
Vi cup chopped celery
1 (41b.) Boston butt roast,
cooked and shredded
2 (15.25 oz.) cans white corn,
drained
2 (14.75 oz.) cans creamed
corn
1 (28 oz.) can crushed toma¬
toes
1 (26 oz.) bottle of ketchup
Vi c. Worcestershire sauce
1
/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter
2T. liquid smoke
2 tsp hot sauce (or to taste)
1. In a large Dutch oven,

combine chicken breasts and
water. Bring to a boil over
medium-high heat; cover, re¬
duce heat, and simmer 35 to 40
minutes, until chicken is tender.
2. Remove chicken, reserving
broth in a pan. Let chicken cool
slightly. Discard bones and
skin; cut chicken into bite-size
pieces; set aside.
3. Add potatoes, onion, and
celery to reserved broth. Bring
to a boil over medium-high
heat; reduce heat, and simmer,
uncovered 25-30 minutes, or
until vegetables are tender. Stir
in chicken, roast, and remaining
ingredients. Simmer uncov¬
ered, 1 hour.
Len Bobo's Bacon Cas¬
serole (a budget-friend¬
ly recipe from his col¬
lege days)
1 package of noodles of your
choice
Vi tsp of salt and pepper to
taste
1 can diced tomatoes
1 can tomato paste
1 c. water
1 c. Ketchup
Vi T. sugar
Bacon (as much as you
want!)
1 whole onion
1. Cook noodles accord¬
ing to package directions and
drain.
2. Fry bacon and crumble.
Saute onion in the bacon drip¬
pings and drain.
3. Mix all ingredients togeth¬
er, heating thoroughly on top
of the stove and serve.
May your holiday season be
filled with many merry moments
around your dinner table.
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Stovall Memorial Scholarship Established
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Donation Made: Marlene Kirkland (left), assistant manager at the
Wal-Mart Supercenter in Philadelphia, is shown presenting a $1,000
check to Coby Clay, assistant police chief at East Central Com¬
munity College in Decatur. Clay said the donation will be used to
purchase camera equipment and office supplies for the College's
recently established police department.

Sophomore nursing major
Corinne Culpepper of Carthage
is the recipient of the Stella
Weathersby Newsome Scholar¬
ship at East Central Community
College.
The scholarship honors the
memory of Ms. Newsome, who
served the College as a litera¬
ture instructor and in various
other capacities for 30 years
from 1928 to 1958.
The scholarship is awarded
each year to a freshman nontraditional student 23 years old or
older who enrolls as a full-time
student on the Decatur cam¬
pus.
For more information on the
Newsome Scholarship contact
the Office of Foundation and
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Alumni Relations at 601-6356327. The e-mail address is
sholling@eccc.edu.

A scholarship in memory of
Jacob Stovall of Philadelphia
has been established at East
Central Community College in
Decatur.
Toni and Don Stovall initi¬
ated the scholarship in honor
of their son who lost his battle
with cancer on February 28,
2009.
According to the scholarship
description, Jacob "was a funloving sophomore at Philadel¬
phia High School...who loved
sports, his wonderful nurses
during his illness and mathe¬
matics. His favorite sports were
football, basketball and golf."
Due to his interests, funding
from the scholarship may be
used for an athletic scholar¬
ship in football or basketball;
a scholarship for a business
major; or scholarship for a nurs¬
ing major.
Candidates for the Jacob

STOVALL
Stovall Memorial Scholarship
must be a graduate of Philadel¬
phia High School, have at least
a 3.0 grade point average based
on a 4.0 scale, be enrolled as a
traditional or non-traditional
full-time student and demon¬
strate financial need.
The annual selection of the
scholarship will be made by the
ECCC Scholarship Committee.
The scholarship provides $500
per year ($250 per semester)
for the first two semesters of
college.
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Coach
BY ASHLEY DUMAS
Staff Writer
Sergeant First Class Fredrick Lyons
is the Carpentry Instructor and an as¬
sistant football coach at EC. Before he
was teaching his students how to use
their hands at a skilled craft he was
risking his life in Iraq.
While serving in the 150th Com¬
bat Engineers, which was part of the
155th Brigade Combat Team, he was

lions
deployed to Fort Operating Base Dog¬
wood, Iraq. Sgt Lyons was a Como
Chief (communications chief) and he
personally took care of communica¬
tions for his battalion and he super¬
vised eight soldiers.
His best memory in Iraq was when
he came in off the mission and every¬
body was safe, he also loved the food
once the mess-hall (cafeteria) was set
up.
His worst memory in Iraq was the
loss of their first soldier in his unit.

Humanities

Tanja Boler is mostly known
as one of East Central Commu¬
nity Cbllege's outstanding fac¬
ulty members.
But ;he Prospect community
residert's musical talents took
center stage when she was rec¬
ognized as the College's Humanitias Instructor the Year.
In ricognition of the honor,
Boler presented "Poetry of Loss
and Longing in Rural Gospel
Music" Thursday, Oct. 29,
2009, on the Decatur campus.
The special program, held in
conjuiction with Arts and Hu¬
manities Month, began at 7
p.m. n the Vickers Fine Arts
Center auditorium.
During the presentation, Bo¬
ler discussed three major in¬
fluences in rural gospel music
and tie elements of poetry that
run tlie songs. Family members
joined her for the performance.

on

She explains how she decided
on the topic for her program.
"I have noticed in the last
two years that people seem to
be enjoying our traditional mu¬
sic much more than some of
the contemporary music, and
I started to wonder why," she
said. "I realized that, as our
world started to spin out of con¬
trol, people started to return to
things that were familiar, com¬
forting and stable. Rural gospel
music provides that comfort.
The old songs help us know
that others long before us expe¬
rienced loss and longed for com¬
fort and stability as we do."
Boler, a recipient of teaching
honors on the high school and
college levels, said she has al¬
ways enjoyed music.
"I started singing in church
before I could read because all
children are encouraged to sing
and play music in our church,"
she explained. "I took piano

a

Hometown

Hero

When he came home for his two weeks
for rest and relaxation during his de¬
ployment he had the chance to watch
his wife give birth to their beautiful
baby boy.
Sergeant Lyons retired on March 31,
2006 after spending 26.5 years in the
military.
He says he misses the family atmo¬
sphere with the soldiers the most and
the extreme temperatures on some of
the exercises the least. He would also
like anybody who is interested in join-

Month

Presentation
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

is

Program

Poetry,

lessons for
most of my
childhood,
and I started
playing
in
church in my
early teens.
My husband
(Ricky) and
I have sung
BOLER
together for
25 years. We
have just started playing some
bluegrass gospel since our chil¬
dren started singing and play¬
ing with us."
Tanya, who plays acoustic
bass in addition to piano, said
her husband and other fam¬
ily members, son Corey Boler
(drum's, acoustic guitar, electric
guitar, electric bass), daugh¬
ter Aislin Boler (fiddle), Em¬
ily Graham (alto sax) and Russ
Thrash (drums, electric guitar,
mandolin) will join her for the
presentation. Ricky plays tenor

SPiCIU TO THE TOM-TOM
Sergeant First Class
Fredrick Lyons discuss¬
es plays with Warrior
Quadarius Wallace dur¬
ing a Warrior game this
season. Lyons serves as
an assistant coach for
the Warriors as well as
the carpentry instructor
for ECCC.

Featured

Rural

saxophone, electric bass and
acoustic guitar.
She said each message of
"Poetry of Loss and Longing
in Rural Gospel Music" is pre¬
sented by an accompanying
song. The program begins with
"A Rock as A Symbol of Secu¬
rity" with songs, I Found the
Rock of Ages and He Hideth
My Soul, followed by "Roads/
Highways As A Symbol of Life's
Journey" (Wayfaring Stranger,
Way Down Deep); "Mountains/
Valleys As Symbols of Struggle
and Victory (King Jesus, Rough
Side of the Mountain); "Light
As A Symbol of Hope (Wait for
the Light to Shine); "Rivers As
A Symbol of Change" (Skyful of
Angels and Stand by the River);

Gospel
and "A City As A Symbol of the
Unknown" (I'll Fly Away, John
Saw, Address Change Notifica¬
tion).
Boler, who joined the ECCC
English faculty in August 2002,
is a 2004 recipient of the annual
Lamplighter Award, which rec¬
ognizes the state's outstand¬
ing community and junior col¬
lege instructors. She was also
named Academic Instructor of
the Year in 2008.
She previously taught Eng¬
lish at Philadelphia High
School and Union High School,
where her honors include selec¬
tion as STAR Teacher, Good
Apple Teacher of the Year and
Who's Who Among America's
Teachers.

Music
Boler is also a former adjunct
instructor at ECCC.
She is a member of White
Plains Assembly of God where
she serves as church pianist
and children's music director.
She also holds membership
in the Mississippi Council of
Teachers for English and the
National Council of Teachers of
English.
A graduate of Union High
School and ECCC, Boler re¬
ceived bachelor and master's
degree in English from Missis¬
sippi State University.
Boler's program is sponsored
by The Mississippi Humanities
Council and ECCC.
A reception in the Fine Arts
lobby followed the presentation.

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Dr.

Sutphin

National

Leads

Association

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, president of ECCC, recent¬
ly began his tenure as Chairman of the Board of
the Rural Community College Alliance, a nation¬
al association whose emphasis is on "improving
the educational and economic prospects for rural
America," according to the RCCA Web site.
Dr. Sutphin assumed the chairman's role
at the 2009 RCCA Conference held in Bretton
Woods, New Hampshire, Oct. 13-15. He served
two terms as vice chair prior to taking over the
chairmanship. One of his duties as vice chairman
included planning and hosting the 2008 confer¬
ence, which was held in Biloxi.
The ECCC leader said RCCA's goal this year
"is promoting rural community colleges as the

best local institution to pro¬
mote rural development in
the United States and Cana¬
da."
RCCA is an affiliate coun¬
cil of the American Associa¬
tion of Community Colleges
(AACC) to promote the rural
agenda.
Dr. Sutphin said RCCA
SUTPHIN began as a "sustainability
effort" from the Rural Commu¬
nity College Initiative (RCCI) grant ECCC par¬
ticipated in during the early 2000's to promote
rural economic development.
Dr. Sutphin has served as ECCC president
since 2000. He previously served the College as
dean of instruction and dean of students.

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, efficient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu¬
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember
safety first when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.
Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere.
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot¬
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.
From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan¬
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.
Damage Prevention
Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system's most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig.
It's as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it's the law!
Detecting A Natural Gas Leak
Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.
~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.
~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

Thomas Joins Workforce Development Staff
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Shelley Cresswell Thomas of
Louisville has joined the Work¬
force Development Center staff
at ECCC, announced Dr. Phil
A. Sutphin, College president.
Thomas, who began her new
duties on Oct. 14, 2009, serves
as one of the Center's advanced
skills trainers. Her office is lo¬
cated at the College's Workforce
Development-Career Advance¬
ment Center in Louisville.
In this new position, Thomas
is primarily responsible "for
working with individuals, in¬
dustries, businesses and com¬
munities through the Louisville
site to establish needed train¬
ing programs and offer special

services
to
dislocated
workers as
coordinated
by the Work¬
force Devel¬
opment Cen¬
ter
staff,"
according to
Roger WhitTHOMAS
lock, Center
director.
Prior to joining the ECCC
staff, Thomas was employed
with Georgia-Pacific, LLC in
Louisville, where she served
as talent and learning devel¬
opment/training specialist and
conducted numerous training
sessions for ECCC.
She is also a former market¬

ing and public relations coor¬
dinator for the Department of
Housing and Residence Life at
Mississippi State University.
A Satartia, Miss., native,
Thomas is a graduate of TriCounty Academy and MSU,
where she received a bachelor's
degree in educational psychol¬
ogy and a master's in counselor
education.
Thomas is a member of First
United Methodist Church of
Louisville and the Junior Aux¬
iliary of Louisville.
She is married to Dow Thom¬
as, an assistant vice president
at Renasant Bank in Louisville.
They have two children, Kaitlyn and Fin.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.
Natural Gas Safety Tips:
Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:
~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to find or stop the leak.
~ Don't Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, flashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.
~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-9176119.
Remember - Never try to find the leak yourself!!!
To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601 -635-6266 or 601 -917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.
For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.
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Dedication
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
A dedication program to officially
name an auditorium for a longtime
faculty member at East Central Com¬
munity College will be held Sunday,
Dec. 13, 2009 on the Decatur campus.
The public is invited to attend the 2
p.m. ceremony in Newton Hall, Room
60, which will officially be known as
Thomas W. Thrash Auditorium, hon¬
oring the late educator for his 40 years
of service at ECCC. A reception in the
Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafete¬
ria follows the program. The College's
Board of Trustees approved the name
change at its September 2009 meeting.
"It is most appropriate that we
name the auditorium in memory of
Mr. Thrash," said ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin. "He was an outstand¬
ing instructor who lived and breathed
East Central Community College, as

of

Thrash

evidenced by his long and successful
career. He also taught many classes
in the same auditorium that will now
bear his name."
Thrash, who died on Sept. 6, 2002,
served as Chairman of the Social Sci¬
ence, Education and Business Division
in addition to teaching social science
classes.
He received numerous awards
throughout his career, which began
and ended at ECCC.
He was selected Academic Instruc¬
tor of the Year in 1987 and received
an award for teaching excellence at
the annual NISOD (National Institute
for Staff and Organizational Develop¬
ment) Conference in 1989 at the Uni¬
versity of Texas in Austin. In 1992,
he was selected to participate in the
annual Lamplighter Program, which
recognizes the state's outstanding
community and junior college instruc¬

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Shevondra Benn-Clayton of
Meridian is a recent addition to
the Practical Nursing faculty at
East Central Community Col¬
lege in Decatur, announced Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin, College presi¬
dent.
Prior to joining the ECCC
staff, Benn-Clayton served as a
unit supervisor at Golden Liv¬
ing Center in Meridian. She
previously held the same posi¬
tion at Poplar Springs Nurs¬

ing
Home,
also located
in Meridian.
Her experi¬
ence also in¬
cludes serv¬
ing as an RN
Charge/Staff
Nurse
at
Rush Foun¬
BENN-CLAYTON
dation Hos¬
pital in Meridian. In all, she
has six years of professional
healthcare experience.
Benn-Clayton is a member of

Corner

Auditorium

tors. He also partic¬
ipated in the Mis¬
sissippi Community
College Fellowship
Program at Missis¬
sippi State Univer¬
sity in 1998.
In
addition,
Thrash was recog¬
nized as the Col¬
lege's Humanities
Teacher of the Year in 1999, an annual
program sponsored by the Mississippi
Humanities Council in celebration
of Arts and Humanities Month. Dur¬
ing his lecture, Thrash spoke on "The
Impact of Rev. N.C. Clarke on New¬
ton County, Miss." The Rev. Clarke,
a great, great grandfather of Mr.
Thrash, was the founder and first pas¬
tor of Clarke-Venable Baptist Church
in Decatur. Clarke Memorial College
in Newton was later named in his hon¬

Benn-Clayton Joins
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or.
Thrash also served as campus coor¬
dinator for the Smithsonian exhibit,
"Produce for Victory: Posters on the
American Home Front, 1941-45," a col¬
lection of wartime posters provided by
the Institution's Traveling Exhibition
Services. The exhibit made its Missis¬
sippi debut at East Central in Septem¬
ber 2001.
He was a member of Decatur Unit¬
ed Methodist Church, the National
Council of Instructional Administra¬
tors, Mississippi Faculty Association
for Community and Junior Colleges,
ECCC Alumni Association and Gam¬
ma Nu Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta at
Mississippi State University.
Thrash was awarded lifetime mem¬
bership in the Mississippi Jaycees
and the Jaycee International Senate.
He was presented numerous Distin¬
guished Service awards during his

Practical

the Oak Grove M.B. Church in
Preston, where she serves as
adult choir director and is ac¬
tive in various church organiza¬
tions and functions.
She was salutatorian of her
1999 graduating class at Kemper County High School and re¬
ceived an associate in arts/prenursing degree in 2001 from
East Mississippi Community
College in Scooba.
While
attending
EMCC,
Benn-Clayton
was
tapped
for membership in Phi Theta

Set
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tenure as Area Vice President of the
Mississippi Jaycees.
He served in the Mississippi Nation¬
al Guard and was a member of the De¬
catur Country Club Board of Directors
for more than 30 years.
Thrash was a graduate of Newton
High School, ECJC and Mississippi
State University, where he received
bachelor and master's degrees. He
completed additional studies at MSU
and the University of Southern Missis¬
sippi.
He began his teaching career in 1962
at East Central.
Thrash was married to the former
Jeanette Beevers and they had two
daughters, Mev and Melissa Mev and
her husband Robbie Knight have two
children, Kelsi and Logan, and they
reside in Meridian. Melissa is married
to Robert Carleton and they have one
child, Hob, and reside in Union.

Nursing

Kappa, the international honor
society for two-year colleges,
and was named to Who's Who
Among Students in American
Junior Colleges.
She continued her education

Dec.

Faculty

by receiving a bachelor's degree
in nursing education from the
University of Southern Mis¬
sissippi in 2003. She plans to
attend graduate school at the
University of Southern Mis¬

sissippi-Meridian Campus in
January 2010 to start working
on a master's degree ii nursing
education.
She is married to Antonio
Clayton of Lauderdale

i

Foreman Named Physical Plant Director
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
John Arthur (Artie) Foreman of Little Rock
was recently selected Director of the Physical
Plant at East Central Com¬
munity College in Decatur,
announced ECCC President
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.
Foreman, who began his
new duties on Oct. 14, 2009,
joined the College's mainte¬
nance department in 1993.
He was promoted to grounds
supervisor in 1997 and was
chosen supervisor of mainte¬
FOREMAN
nance in 2001.
Dr. Sutphin said Foreman's "long tenure with
the College and his ever increasing responsibili¬
ties" make him an "excellent choice" as physical

plant director.
He added, "Mr. Foreman's depth of knowledge
about this campus is extensive and his contribu¬
tion to meetings with architects and contractors
has been extremely valuable. Since the death of
Mr. Clinton Russell, Mr. Foreman has, for all
practical purposes, been the on-the-ground su¬
pervisor for the physical plant."
A 1988 graduate of Beulah Hubbard High
School, Foreman received an associate in applied
science degree in drafting and design technology
from ECCC in 1990.
He is married to the former Pam Monroe of
Meridian. They have a son, Peyton Foreman, a
seventh grader at Newton County Middle School.
The Foremans are members of Hopewell Bap¬
tist Church in Little Rock, where Artie is a dea¬
con and serves as youth director.

Pinson to Take Reins as Housing Director
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Marcie Pinson of Little Rock
was recently named Director of
Housing/Student Activities at
East Central Community Col¬
lege in Decatur, announced Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC presi¬
dent.
Pinson, who began her new
duties on Oct. 26, 2009, pre¬
viously served the College as
secretary to the vice president

of
student
services and
student re¬
cruiter,
a
position she
held
since
January
2007.
Prior
to
joining the
PINSON
ECCC staff,
Pinson
served as a psychosocial reha¬
bilitation counselor at Weems

Community Health Center. She
is also a former loan adminis¬
trator assistant at Community
Bank in Forest.
A graduate of Scott Central
High School, Pinson holds an
associate's degree from ECCC
and a bachelor's in educational
psychology from Mississippi
State University.
She is married to Toby Pin¬
son and they have two children,
Madelyn Klaire and Marleigh
Rhea.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Peterson Donates Book to Memorabilia Room: Bruce Peterson (center), former East Central Com¬
munity College speech and drama instructor, recently donated this scrapbook to the ECCC Memorabilia
Room. The book, which was given to Peterson as a gift from the 1978-1980 ECCC Players, contains
candid shots of performances and personal notes. ECCC drama instructor Joan Grimes said, Mr. Pe¬
terson felt that the Memorabilia Room would be a fitting home for this book so that more people could
enjoy it. Grimes and Fine Arts Department Chairman Thomas W. Carson (left) accepted the book on
behalf of the College. Peterson made the presentation during Homecoming activities on Oct. 3, during
which four of his musical casts were honored.

Carey

Vniversity

The clock tower at the Tradition Campus in Biloxi.
800-962-5991

www.carey.edu
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SPECIALTO THE TOM-TOM
Warriors Hang On To
Clip Wolves 80-77; EC
Women Fall to Nation¬
ally Ranked Co-Lin
Steve Edwards drained two
free throws with six seconds
remaining to give East Central
Community College an 80-77
lead and the Warriors held on
to win by that margin over
Copiah-Lincoln Community
College Thursday night at the
Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa¬
tion Building on the Decatur
campus.
Co-Lin's Marcus Hooten
launched a three-point try as
the buzzer sounded but his at¬
tempt was off the mark and the
ECCC men began MACJC South
Division action on a success¬
ful note and improved to 4-5
overall under fourth-year head
coach Maurice Bowie.
Edwards, a 6'sophomore
guard from Newton High
School, was also top scorer for
EC with 32 points. He made 11
of 18 field goals and connected
on eight of 13 shots from threepoint range. He also had five
rebounds.
Also scoring were Newton
product Antonio Grace,16; Ken¬
dall Jackson of Columbus and
Aquill Baynard, of Elsik High
School in Houston, Texas, eight
each;Titus Mims, a product
of Alief Hastings High School
in Houston, Texas, seven; and
Kenneth Thomas of Jackson
Provine, Shelton Banks of Mor¬
ton and Jonathan McLenden
of Alief Hastings, three each.
Jackson was the top rebounder
with eight.
Hooten, a 6-2 freshman
guard from Jackson Provine,
had 32 points to lead the
Wolves, who fell to 2-7 and 0-1.
EC held a 50-35 advantage at
halftime.
In the women's contest,
East Central only trailed 40-36
to nationally ranked Co-Lin at
the break but the Lady Wolves
outscored the host Lady War¬
riors by a 46-30 margin in the
second half and cruised to an
easy 86-66 decision.
Leake Academy product
Hannah Lee, a 5-11 sopho¬
more guard from Philadelphia,
poured in 21 points to lead the
Lady Warriors, who dropped
to 6-3 and 0-1 under fifth-year
head coach Bill Smith. Lee
made six of 12 field goals and
connected on two of seven at¬
tempts from beyond the arc.
Other point makers were
Danielle Cole of Philadelphia
and Demetria Slocum, a prod¬
uct of Bradford High School in
Starke, Fla., 10 each; Shantel
Neely of Searcy (Ark.) High
School, six; Yolanda Jones of
Lake and Quentinette Odom of
Scott Central, five each; Jakiala
McWilliams of Neshoba Cen¬
tral, four; Sierra Croff of New¬
ton County, three; and Bianca
Thomas of Sebastopol, two.
Neely was the top rebounder
with six.
EC squads will return to ac¬
tion Thursday as they travel to
. Itawamba Community College.
The women's contest begins at
5 p.m. followed by men's action
at 7 p.m. on the Fulton campus.
The Lady Warriors and War¬
riors posted wins over Itawam¬
ba squads earlier this season.
The EC women won 86-81 and
the Warriors claimed a 68-63
victory in games played Nov. 14
on the Decatur campus.
EC squads return to action
following the Christmas break

Begin

by hosting Delgado Communi¬
ty College Thursday, Jan. 7. The
women's game begins at 6 p.m.
following by the men's at 8 p.m.
in the Brackeen-Wood gym.
Squads Fall at
Northeast in Squeaker
With six seconds remaining,
the Lady Warriors had a chance
to make a game-winning shot
but an inbounds pass was
knocked away and a turnover
followed, and the home-stand¬
ing Northeast Mississippi Com¬
munity College women held on
for a 75-74 squeaker November
19 in Booneville.
The EC women, who
dropped to 6-2, rallied from a
15-point, second-half deficit
to take a 74-73 lead follow¬
ing a basket by sophomore
guard Cole late in the non-di¬
vision contest. The Lady Tigers'
AI'Lisha Hudson gave her the
team the lead for good on a
jumper with six seconds left.
Cole led the Lady Warriors in
scoring with 15 points. She also
had seven rebounds.
Also scoring were Jones,
14; Lee, 13; Slocum, and
Thomas, nine each; Neely,
four; Shanequa Bufkin of Scott
Central and Croff, three each;
Xenobia Lavender of Noxapater
and Alise Bryant of Northwest
Rankin, two each. Lee led in
rebounds with eight.
The Lady Warriors, who
cruised 81-59 over the North¬
east women earlierin the
season, held a 41-40 advantage
at halftime. EC led by as many
as 13 points during first-half
action.
In the men's contest, North¬
east shot 70 percent in the first
half to build a 42-37 advantage
and held on to defeat the War¬
riors by a 79-71 margin.
Edwards led EC with 20
points. Also scoring in double
figures were Jackson, 16; Mims,
11;Thomas and Baynard, 10
each. Grace, chipped in four
points.
The Warriors defeated the
Tigers earlier in the season by a
63-57 margin.
Lady Warriors Avenge
Earlier Loss
To EMCC; Warriors
Lose Heartbreaker
Cole blistered the back¬
boards for 26 points and led
the Lady Warriors to their fifth
straight victory, a 72-64 deci¬
sion over the East Mississippi
Community College women on
November 16.
Cole, a 5-7 sophomore guard,
also had four rebounds and
three assists as EC improved to
6-1 under fifth-year head coach
Bill Smith.
In addition to Cole, other EC
scorers were Slocum, 13; Lee,
nine; Neely, eight; Jones, seven;
Croff, six; and Quentinette
Odom of Scott Central, three.
Slocum and Odom were the top
rebounders with six each.
EC, which held a 31-28 ad¬
vantage at halftime, avenged
an earlier 58-56 setback to
the Lady Lions on the Scooba
campus.
In the men's game, Warrior
Antonio Grace's left-handed layin to possibly win the game was
blocked with 2.5 seconds left
and East Mississippi added two
late free throws to seal a 78-75
victory and earn a series sweep
of the long-time rivalry.
With the loss, the EC men fell
to 3-4 under fourth-year head
coach Maurice Bowie.
Thomas, a 6-4 sophomore
guard, led EC in scoring with 24
points. Grace, a 5-7 sophomore
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Hardwood

guard from Newton, pumped in
23 pounds and led in rebounds
with 11.
Also scoring were Mims, 10;
Jackson, eight; Baynard and
McLenden, three each; and
Keondre Hodges and Edwards,
both of Newton, two each.
EC trailed 42-41 at the break.
East Mississippi earlier de¬
feated the Warriors by a 63-56
margin on the Scooba campus.
Squads Sweep
Itawamba; Bowie Gets
First Win
Against Cooper
"It felt great," said Bowie after
his Warriors stunned Itawamba
68-63 November 14, marking
the first time he has defeated
his former boss and head coach
Marty Cooper in seven tries.
Bowie, who served four
years as Cooper's assistant
prior to taking over the Warrior
program in 2006, said he was
"especially proud" of his players
who outscored the defending
MACJC North Division cham¬
pions by a 43-34 margin in
the second half to capture the
victory.
"Our guys really stepped it
up in the second half," Bowie
said. "They knew what a big
win it would be for us as a team
and for me personally to beat
Itawamba. Coach Cooper is one
of the top JUCO coaches in the
state and nation, and I learned
so much working with him and
playing for him. I just cannot
describe how thrilled I am that
we got the victory."
Prior to taking over the
Itawamba program in the fall
of 1998, Cooper served seven
years as Warrior head basket¬
ball coach. Bowie was a stand¬
out on Cooper's 1995-96 and
1996-97 squads, twice earning
All-State recognition in addi¬
tion to receiving All-Region 23
and All-Star honors. He came to
EC following a stellar career at
Morton High School.
Cooper, in an earlier inter¬
view, praised his former assis¬
tant and player.
"Jennifer (wife and assistant
coach) and I probably spent
more time recruiting Maurice
than any other player during
our 18 years of coaching. He
was an outstanding player for
us," he said."Maurice was also
a valuable assistant and really
helped us take the program at
Itawamba to another level with
his great recruiting. As a head
coach, he is known for getting
his kids to play hard. It's never
easy to come to Decatur and
win."
East Central, which evened
its record to 3-3 following the
non-division contest, was led
by Thomas, who pumped in 19
points, including four threepointers. Mims, added 17. He
was also the top rebounder
with seven.
Other scorers were Edwards,
12, Hodges, six, and Grace, four,
Jackson, also with four points;
and Baynard and Jonathan
McLenden, three each.
EC trailed 29-25 at halftime.
In the women's matchup,
Neely drained two free throws
with 2.6 seconds remaining to
give EC a five-point cushion
and the Lady Warriors held on
for the 86-81 decision and their
fourth-straight victory.
EC, which improved to 5-1
under Smith, was led by Slocum's 24 points. Slocum was
also top rebounder with 11.
Also scoring were Neely, 15;
Jones and Lee, 13 each; Cole,
10; Croff, four; Lavender, three;

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
2009-10 ECCC Lady Warriors: Members of the 2009-10 Lady Warrior basketball team at East Cen¬
tral Community College in Decatur and their respective high schools include (seated, from left) guard
Shanequa Bufkin (20) and forward Quentinette Odom (34), both of Scott Central; forward Jakiala McWilliams (15), Neshoba Central; guards Alise Bryant (21) of Northwest Rankin, Yolanda Jones (12) of Lake,
Sierra Croff (23) of Newton County, Danielle Cole (24) of Philadelphia, Sharrtel Neely (10) of Searcy
(Searcy, Ark.), and Demetria Slocum (4) of Bradford (Starke, Fla); and (back row, from left) head coach
Bill Smith, assistant coach Kristin Chaney, forward Sharae Pigues (30) of Olive Branch, center Bianca
Thomas (5) of Sebastopol, guard Hannah Lee (25) of Leake Academy, forward Xenobia Lavender (11)
of Noxapater and managers Mercedes Brown of Sebastopol and Lanie Triplett and Tybrica Odom, both
of Scott Central.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
2009-10 ECCC Warriors: Members of the 2009-10 Warrior basketball team at East Central Community
College in Decatur and their respective high schools include (seated, from left) guards Jasper Bronson
(22) of Forest Hill, Victor Taylor (14) of Noxubee County, Joshua Carothers (20) of Columbus, Keondre
Hodges (21) and Antonio Grace (11), both of Newton, Shelton Banks (15) of Morton, Kendrick McKee
(32) of Scott Central and Steve Edwards (34), Newton; and (back row, from left) head coach Maurice
Bowie, manager Darius Walker of Newton County; guard Kenneth Thomas (3) of Provine, forward Titus
Mims (23) of Alief Hastings (Houston, Texas), forward/center Aquill Baynard (10) of Elsik (Houston,
Texas), forward Jonathan McLenden (30) of Alief Hastings (Houston, Texas), guards Greg Hodo (25) of
Northwest Rankin and Kendall Jackson (31) of Columbus; manager Jeremy Jones of Newton and as¬
sistant coach Cornelius Gilleylen.
and Alise Bryant of Northwest
Rankin, one.
EC held a 42-36 advantage at
the break.
Lady Warriors Cruise
Past Holmes; Warrior
Rally Falls Short
The Lady Warriors improved
to 4-1 following an easy 70-41
win over the Holmes Commu¬
nity College women November
12.
The Warriors were not as for¬
tunate, as their come-back ef¬
fort fell short in an 86-78 defeat
to the visiting Bulldogs.
Cole and Neely, had 12
points each to lead the East
Central women who swept
their season series with Lady
Bulldogs. EC posted an 82-74
decision in Goodman to begin
the 2009-10 campaign.
Other Lady Warrior point
makers were Croff, 11; Slocum,
10; Bianca Thomas of Sebas¬
topol, six; Jones and Bryant of
Northwest Rankin, four each;
Lee and Odom, three each; Lav¬
ender and Shaneqyua Bufkin
of Scott Central, two each; and
Jakiala McWilliams of Neshoba
Central, one. Odom was the top
rebounder with 11.
EC held a 32-16 advantage at
halftime.
In the men's contest, the
Warriors trimmed a 19-point

deficit to three points but could
get no closer and their twogame win streak ended. EC,
which fell to 2-3, also dropped
the season opener to the
Bulldogs by a 78-69 margin in
Goodman.
Hodges had 13 points and
five rebounds to lead East Cen¬
tral. Also scoring were Edwards,
12; Baynard,10; Grace and Jack¬
son, nine each; Joshua Caroth¬
ers of Columbus, eight; Thomas,
four; Shelton Banks of Morton
and McLenden, two each.
Baynard was the top rebounder
with eight.
The visitors led 39-27 at the
break.

and McWilliams, Bryant,Thom¬
as and Lee, two each.
Thomas was the top point
maker for the Warriors who
escaped with a 79-77 overtime
win over the host Tigers. The
game was tied at 70 at the end
of regulation.
The Warriors, winners of two
straight, evened their record at
2-2 under Bowie.
In addition to Thomas, other
Warrior scorers were Grace and
Hodges, 13 each; Mims, nine;
Baynard and Carothers, eight
each; and Edwards and Jackson,
six each.
EC trailed 37-36 at the break.

Lady Warriors Rally

to Clip Tigers;

to Beat Coahoma;

Lady Warriors Roll
Thomas pumped in 18 points
- including several three-point¬
ers in the game's final min¬
utes - to lead ECCC to a 63-57
come-from-behind victory over
Northeast Mississippi Commu¬
nity College November 7.
Thomas drained a trey as the
shot clock sounded to give EC a
51-47 advantage with 4:15 left,
and connected on his fourth
trey of the non-division contest
with 3:32 remaining which gave
the Warriors a 54-50 lead. Fresh¬
man guard Hodges'lay-in gave
EC the cushion it needed at

Warriors Win in OT
ECCC squads posted nondivision wins over Coahoma
Community College November
9 in Clarksdale.
In the women's contest,
freshman guard Slocum,
pumped in 25 points as the
Lady Warriors overcame a 37-33
halftime deficit to clip the Lady
Tigers by a 69-56 margin.
Also scoring for East Central,
which improved to 3-1 under
Smith, were Jones, 10; Cole,
eight; Neely, seven; Sharae
Pigues of Olive Branch and
Croff, four each; Odom, three;

Warriors Rally

See WARRIORS, PAGE 14
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Warriors Recognized For Standout Performances
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Top Honors:
Mike Trailkill of
Hickory once
again took top
honors in the
annual 5K Run
held Saturday,
Oct. 3 as part
of East Cen¬
tral Commu¬
nity College's
homecoming
activities on the
Decatur cam¬
pus. Trailkill,
who also won
the race in
2008, is shown
crossing the
finish line after
posting a time
of 18:37 in the
3.1-mile event.

Three East Central Communi¬
ty College football players were
recognized for their standout
performances in the Warriors'
30-27 overtime loss to Pearl
River Community College in the
season finale
held Thursday,
Oct. 22.
Sophomore
quarterback
Emmanuel
Taylor and
freshman
defenders
TAYLOR
Octavious
Gilbert and Khalid Wilson were
among players receiving the
recognition from the Missis¬
sippi Association of Community

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
WARRIORS
From Page 13

5K Walk Top Honors:
Taking top honors
in the overall female
and male divisions in
the annual 5K Walk
included (seated from
left) Casey Myatt of
Lake, Tena Landrum
of Laurel, Dena Vickers of Chunky and
(standing from left)
Larry Robinson (over¬
all winner) of Forest
and Gene Davis of
Decatur/Louisville. The
5K Walk and 5K Run
are included in the
College's homecoming
activities, which were
held Saturday, Oct. 3.

58-50 with 44 seconds remain¬
ing and the Warriors held on
for their first season victory and
improved to 1-2.
Hodges finished with 12
points as did freshman Mims.
Also scoring were Grace, nine;
McLenden, five; Baynard, four;
and Edwards, three.
EC, which trailed by 17
points during first half action,
cut the deficit to 31 -22 at the
break. The Warriors outscored
the visitors by a 41 -26 margin in
the second half.
In the women's contest, the
Lady Warriors jumped out to a

If you

or

tackles result¬
ed in minus
yardage. Gil¬
bert, a former
standout at
Prattville (Ala.)
High School,
finished
WILSON
second in the
state with 70
solo stops and 23 assists.
Wilson, a 6-1,280-pound
defensive lineman, was cred¬
ited with seven tackles and
two quarterback sacks. He is
also rated among the state's
top tacklers and posted 42 solo
stops and 12 assists.
East Central went 2-7 overall
and 0-6 in the MACJC South
Division in 2009 under interim
head coach Brian Anderson.

47-26 halftime advantage and
cruised to an 81-59 thumping
of the visiting Lady Tigers.
EC, which improved to 2-1,
was led by freshman center
Thomas, who had 11 points.
Other point makers were
Cole and Neely, nine each; Lee,
eight; McWilliams, Bryant and
Pigues, seven each; Croff and
Odom, six each; Jones, five; Slocum, four; and Lavender, two.

ber 5 in Scooba.
EC's men were also defeated,
as the Lions made clutch shots
in the game's final moments to
post a 63-56 decision.
Cole led the Lady Warriors
with 14 points. Also scoring
were Jones and Lee, 11 each;
Neely, eight; Croff, five; Slocum,
three; and Thomas and Odom,
two each.
EC trailed 28-27 at the break.
In the men's contest,Thomas
and Carothers led EC with 13
points each. Also scoring were
Edwards, 11; Baynard and
Mims, six each; Jackson, five;
and Hodges, two.
EMCC held a 30-24 edge at
the break.

ECCC FALLS TO EMCC
Lady Warrior Jones' threepoint shot at the buzzer was
blocked by East Mississippi
Community College's Natalie
Tate and the Lady Lions es¬
caped with a 58-56 nail-biter
over the ECCC women Novem¬

someone
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about suicide

about suicide

Thinking

Don't

and Junior Col¬
leges.
Taylor com¬
pleted 21 of43|
passes for 400
yards and two
touchdowns
and finished
the 2009 GILBERT
campaign
ranked third in passing. A 5-10,
180-pound product of Early
County High School in Blakely,
Ga., Taylor connected on 154
of 277 attempts for 2,241 yards
and 15 touchdowns. He aver¬
aged 249 yards passing per
game. He also threw nine inter¬
ceptions.
Gilbert, a 5-10,220-pound
linebacker, had 14 solo tackles
and three assists. Two of the

about suicide
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For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
at 1-6>00-273-TALI\ or the Mississippi Department

« _>

of Mental Health at 1-377-210-3513 or visit
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information.

Supporting a Btfr Tomonrow...TodBy
The

Secret You

Shouldn't Keep

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA) Hurrieane-Katrina
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants. The views and opinions contained in
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De¬
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as
such.

Mississippi Department of Mental Health
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
A gallant effort fell short for
the East Central Community
College Warriors who scored
11 points in the final minutes
of regulation to force overtime
but fell 30-27 to visiting Pearl
River Community College in
the season finale October 22 at
Bailey Stadium.
East Central, which outgained Pearl River by a 499 to
261-yard margin, had a chance
to claim a second-straight win
over the Wildcats but quarter¬
back Emmanuel Taylor's pass
into end zone fell incomplete
on fourth and one from the PRC
16-yard-line. Taylor's 22-yard
completion to receiver Fabian
Johnson of Clarksdale on third
down provided ECCC with the
fourth and one situation. John¬
son is a product of Coahoma
County High School.
"I was proud of the heart and
the amount of pride we played
with our last six quarters of the
season (going back to the 2nd
half against Colin.)," interim
head coach Brian Anderson
said. "We played like Warriors.
Also, the two things that per¬
haps I am most proud of this
group of young men for is that
played together as a team there
was no finger-pointing or one
side of the ball against each
other, and they fought to the
very end."
Pearl River had first posses¬
sion in the extra period and
took the three-point lead on
Rickey Bradley's 37-yard field
goal. The Wildcats completed
the season at 6-3 overall and
3-3 in the MACJC South Divi¬
sion.
The Warriors, who finished
2-7 overall and 0-6 in league
play under interim head coach
Brian Anderson, trailed 27-16
with 3:37 left in regulation.
But Taylor, a product of Early
County High School in Blakely,
Ga., quickly erased the deficit
by connecting with receiver
Antonio Ricks of Carthage on a
41-yard touchdown strike with
2:40 remaining, followed by a
successful two-point conver¬
sion featuring the same combi¬
nation. Chad Mangum sent the
division battle into overtime
with his 32-yard field goal as
time expired.
Taylor, who obviously did not
let gusty winds throughout the
contest hamper his passing ef¬
forts, finished the night by com¬
pleting 18 of 40 passes for 386
yards and two scores. Three of
his targets had over 100 yards
in receptions - Johnson (seven
for 109), Jeremy Harvey (six for
100) of Harrison Central and
Antonio Hughes (three for 103)
of Morton.
Taylor's first touchdown pass
- a 13-yarder to Harvey early in
second period action - gave EC
an early 7-0 lead and capped
an 11-play, 74-yard drive.
Mangum, a product of Oak Hill
Academy, made the PAT.
The Warriors appeared to be
on their way to a two-touchdown advantage just before
halftime, but Wildcat linebacker
Reggie Bailey of Picayune
scooped up a fumble by EC
running back Dontice Sanders
and raced 92 yards to pay dirt
with 1:03 left. Bradley's first of
three PATs tied the score at 7-7.
Sanders, a product of Wetumpka (Ala.) High School, had one
of his best nights rushing and
finished with 110 yards on 18
carries.
East Central had begun the
drive from its 20-yard-line after
receiving possession follow¬
ing CJ Estelle's interception of
a Wildcat pass in the end zone
with 5:16 left before the break.
Estelle, one of the state's lead¬
ers in interceptions, hails from
Childersburg (Ala.) High School.
The Warriors regained the
lead at 10-7 early in third period
on Mangum's 23-yard field goal.
EC had taken possession on its
20 and reached the Pearl River
two-yard-line but could get no
closer and settled for the threepointer.
Pearl River answered with

lose

Bradley's 27-yard field goal with
6:41 left in the third stanza,
which deadlocked the score
again at 10-10.
The Wildcats took their
first lead a couple of minutes
later on a 15-yard TD strike
from quarterback Emil Jones,
a product of North Forrest
High School, to receiver Des¬
mond Ratliff of Canton. The
tally capped a short 26-yard
march set up when Taylor's pass
was tipped and picked off by
linebacker Casey Smith, an Oak
Grove product.
East Central cut into the
Wildcat lead on its next posses¬
sion when Mangum split the
uprights on a 32-yard field goal
with nine seconds left in the
third stanza. EC had driven from
its 32 to the Wildcat 12, when
the march stalled.
Pearl River later stretched
its lead to 24-13 on its next
possession on Jones'33-yard
scoring pass to Ratliff early in
the fourth period. The 49-yard
drive was aided by a personal
foul against the Warriors, who
ended the night with over 100
yards in penalties.
East Central responded to
the Pearl River score by march¬
ing from its 49 to the Pearl River
four-yard-line, but had to settle
on a 22-yard field goal by Man¬
gum to cut the deficit at 24-16.
The Wildcats took the ensu¬
ing kickoff and drove from their
40 to the EC three-yard-line. But
the Warrior defense stiffened
and forced the Wildcats to also
settle for a short field goal - a
22-yarder by Bradley with 3:37
left, which gave the visitors a
27-16 advantage. EC scored
the next 11 points and sent the
game into overtime.
Warriors Fall to Co-Lin
A rain-soaked field, missed
opportunities and CopiahLincoln Community College's
highly rated defense were too
much to overcome for ECCC's
potent rushing attack and
the Warriors dropped a 27-13
MACJC South Division decision
October 15 in Wesson.
With the loss, East Central
falls to 2-6 overall and 0-5 in
league action under interim
head coach Brian Anderson.
The Wolves improved to 5-3
and 3-2.
It was the Warrior defense
that actually provided for the
first points of the night, as
defensive back Ken Griffin of
Philadelphia scooped up team¬
mate Estelle's fumble following
an interception and returned
the pigskin 11 yards to pay dirt
with 8:13 left in the first period.
Mangumadded the PAT.
Estelle collected his fourth
pick of the season as Co-Lin
quarterback Percy Turner at¬
tempted a pass from his own
end zone. The poor field posi¬
tion for Co-Lin was attributed
to Mangum's perfectly placed
35-yard punt on the wet play¬
ing field with no return.
The 7-0 Warrior lead was
short-lived, however, as speedy
return specialist Fred Fuller
received Mangum's kickoff and
raced 86 yards for the gametying score following Tyler
Fitzgerald's PAT.
Co-Lin would later grab its
first lead on Titus Mobley's 65yard TD run early in second-pe¬
riod action.The PAT was missed.
EC responded by tallying on
its first play following the CoLin score, when Taylor hooked
up with Jeremy Harvey on a 60yard pass completion. The PAT
was blocked and the score was
deadlocked again at 13-13.
The Wolves took the lead for
good on their next possession
following Turner's 20-yard TD
pass to receiver Carlton 01lie, capping a six-play, 63-yard
drive. Fitzgerald's PAT made it
20-13.
Co-Lin put the final points on
the scoreboard when defensive
back Reggie Hunt intercepted
Taylor's pass and crossed the
goal line from 25 yards out.
Fitzgerald added the PAT.
EC marched to the Co-Lin 24
on the ensuing possession and
during a driving rain storm but
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Finale
the drive stalled when Taylor
was sacked for a nine-yard loss
on fourth and nine.
The Warriors also had scor¬
ing threats in the second half
but failed to capitalize on those
opportunities.
The first missed opportunity
occurred when the Warriors
received the second-half kickoff
and drove from its 19 to the CoLin 16, only to lose possession
on a fumble. Highlights dur¬
ing the 65-yard drive included
Taylor's 16-yard pass to Harvey
to the Co-Lin 49, followed by
Taylor's 14-yard strike to receiv¬
er Radarious Owens of Quitman
to the Wolves'39-yard-line.
On EC's next possession
- which began at the Co-Lin
41 following a short Fitzger¬
ald punt - Taylor connected
with receiver Antonio Ricks of
Carthage on a 31-yard pass to
the Wolves' 10-yard line. Run¬
ning Derrick Cade's five-yard
burst moved the pigskin to the
five-yard-line, but the Warriors
could not overcome a high
snap from center which moved
possession to the 16-yard-line.
The fourth quarter began
with EC again in Wolf territory
but the drive stalled on the
24-yard-line.
The Warrior defense kept
Co-Lin from adding to its lead
when Mobley was gang tackled
on fourth and goal from the
two-yard-line. The Wolves had
gained possession at the EC
10-yard-line following an inter¬
ception by Jordan Hunt.
For EC, Taylor completed
13 of 28 passes for 254 yards
and one touchdown. He also
had two interceptions. Harvey
was the top receiver with four
catches for 103 yards, including
the 60-yard TD reception.
The Warriors- who entered
the division contest as the
state's second-best rushing of¬
fense - managed just 73 yards
on the wet turf. Dontice Sand¬
ers led Warrior rushers with 33
yards on seven carries.
Co-Lin has the state's
second-best defense, allow¬
ing just 259 yards per contest.
The Wolves' passing defense is
ranked first by allowing only
118 yards per game.
Warriors Trounced
By Gulf Coast
Midway through the third
quarter, ECCC trailed 21 -13 to
visiting Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College, but the
Warriors could get no closer as
the nationally ranked Bulldogs
pulled away for a decisive 4919 victory October 8 at Bailey
Stadium in Decatur.
East Central, which fell to 2-5
overall and 0-4 in the MACJC
South Division, were once again
led offensively by sophomore
quarterback Emmanuel Taylor,
recognized as one of the state's
top passers.
Taylor completed 14 of 23
passes for 138 yards and one
score - a 14-yard strike to
receiver Radarius Owens of
Quitman, which tied the divi¬
sion matchup at 7-7 early in the
second period. Owens led EC in
receiving with six catches for 63
yards.
Taylor also scored on an
impressive 46-yard run with
about eight minutes left on the
contest for the Warriors'final
score. Taylor led EC in rushing
with 17 carries for 133 yards.
Cade, who was one of the
state's top rushers prior to be¬
ing hampered with an ankle in¬
jury, saw limited action against
the Bulldogs but tallied on a
one-yard plunge that brought
EC within eight points in the
third period. Cade, a product of
Tuscaloosa Central (Ala.) High
School, had just three carries
for seven yards.
The sixth-ranked Bulldogs,
who improved to 6-1 and 4-0,
were led by running backVick
Ballard who clearly earned his
recognition as the state's top
rusher.The Pascagoula native
zipped through the Warrior de¬
fense for 204 yard on 21 carries
and five touchdowns. His most
impressive score came on a 49yard dash that gave the Bull¬

in

Overtime

Nail-biter
SPECIAL TO
THE TOM-TOM
Antonio Hughes
(11) makes this
game-winning
catch in overtime
for the Warriors
who rallied from
a late 14-point
deficit to stun
Northeast Missis¬
sippi Community
College 34-28
during the home¬
coming contest.
Hughes, caught
the 25-yard strike
from quarterback
Emmanuel Tay¬
lor, who finished
the day by com¬
pleting 19 of 39
passes for 351
yards and four
touchdowns. Also
shown is North¬
east defender
John Ware (23).
East Central
improved to 2-4
overall following
the non-division
contest.

dogs the lead for good at 13-7
midway in the second period.
He also tallied on runs of 2,11,
1 and 3 yards.
The Bulldogs, who own the
state's top rushing offense prior
to the Warrior matchup, also
got productive performance^
from freshmen Mark Seymour
of D'lberville, who had 98 yards
on 11 carries, and Eric Willis of
Pascagoula, who was credited
with 92 yards on five carries. In
all, the Bulldog rushing attack
compiled 461 yards on 46 at¬
tempts.
Quarterback Chris Jenkins
also scored for Gulf Coast. The
first tally came on a 52-yard
jaunt midway in the opening
stanza, which gave the Bulldogs
a 7-0 lead. He later connected
with receiver Kelvin Bolden of
Ocean Springs on a 21-yard TD
strike near the end of the third
quarter, which stretched the
Bulldog lead to 35-13. Jenkins,
of Dade City, Fla., finished the
night by completing eight of 10
passes for 80 yards.
Warriors Rally to Shock
Northeast 34-28 in OT
Taylor's 25-yard touchdown
pass to Antonio Hughes in
overtime completed a stellar
performance for the sopho¬
more quarterback and pro¬
vided East Central Community
College with a stunning 34-28
homecoming victory over
Northeast Mississippi Commu¬
nity College October 3 on the
Decatur campus.
Taylor completed 19 of 39
passes for 351 yards and four
touchdowns, two of which
amazingly came on the final
play of each half. Taylor also
compiled 127 yards rushing on
13 carries and found pay dirt on
a 38-yard run.
The win snapped a threegame skid for the Warriors (2-4)
who rallied for two late scores
- including Taylor's 36-yard
touchdown strike to Ronnie
McMillan as time expired in
regulation - to force the extra
period. The Taylor to McMillan
pass capped an 82-yard, nineplay drive that began with just
over a minute remaining.
Anderson - who was obvi¬
ously ecstatic following the
unbelievable comeback praised his squad for not giving
up, especially when trailing by
14 points with less than five
minutes left in regulation.
"It's amazing to me with all
the adversity - the two onepoint losses that we've had
- that we were able to battle
back when it just seems that it's
over. But that's the great thing
about football; it's never over
until that horn blows!"

Many in the homecoming
crowd thought the "fat lady had
already sung"and began leav¬
ing Bailey Stadium when North¬
east (2-4) stretched its lead to
28-14 with 3:49 remaining.
But Taylor and the Warriors
had other ideas and quickly
marched 65 yards in just six
plays, capped by Taylor's 43yard TD pass to Jeremy Harvey
with 1:29 left. A key play during
the scoring drive included Tay¬
lor's 14-yard pass to McMillan
on third and seven, which gave
EC possession on the Tiger 48.
After the Warrior defense
forced the Tigers to punt on
the ensuing possession, East
Central took over on its own 18yard line with just 1:06 left.
Taylor scrambled for 23 yards
on first down to the EC 41, and
later connected with McMil¬
lan on a seven-yard pass to the
Warrior 48. After three straight
incomplete passes, Taylor and
Tevin Houston hooked up for a
16-yard completion on fourth
and 10 to the Tiger 36. Only sec¬
onds remained when EC called
its final timeout to set the final
play. Taylor took the snap from
the shotgun formation and
after scrambling briefly lofted a
36-yard pass to McMillan who
had gotten behind the Tiger
defense in the end zone. Chad
Mangum booted his fourth
PAT and sent the contest into
overtime.
Northeast went on offense
first from the 25-yard line in the
extra period and quickly moved
to the 13. However, the Warrior
defense stiffened and forced
the Tigers to attempt a 30-yard
field goal but Tyler Turner's
kick was wide right, and set the
stage for the Warrior's gamewinning score.
TIGERS TAKE EARLY LEAD
The Tigers put the first points
on the scoreboard when speed¬
ster Jeremy Cannon of New Al¬
bany tallied the first of his four
touchdowns on a six-yard run
with 5:41 left in the first period.
Turner, who hails from Horn
Lake, made the first of his PATs
to give Northeast a 7-0 lead.
East Central tied the contest
on the ensuing possession
when Taylor found the end
zone on his 36-yard scamper,
capping a 63-yard, five-play
drive with 2:43 remaining in the
initial period. A key play during
the brief drive was Taylor's 15yard run to the Northeast 46.
The Tigers regained the lead
early in the second period on
Cannon's 51-yard burst through
the Warrior defense.
EC threatened to score dur¬
ing several opportunities in the
second period - including a

first and goal situation on the
Tiger three with just under five
minutes left before halftime.
However, the scoring oppor¬
tunity was nixed when Taylor
threw one of his three intercep¬
tions on a fade route in the end
zone.
Taylor apparently wanted
a more dramatic way to tie
the contest and fired a strike
to Dontice Sanders in the end
zone on a 41-yard scoring pass
play as time expired in the
first half. The five-play march
began at the EC 25, and was
highlighted by Taylor's 14-yard
completion to Sanders on first
and 15 from the EC 20, Taylor's
10-yard run to the EC 44, and
Taylor's 15-yard pass comple¬
tion to Radariuos Owens to the
Northeast 41.
STATISTICS
The EC offense, which had 20
first downs, had 351 yards pass¬
ing and 155 yards rushing for a
506 total.
Dontice Sanders, a prod¬
uct of Wetumpka (Ala.) High
School, led EC receivers with
100 yards on three catches
and one score. Ronnie McMil¬
lan, who hails from Tuscaloosa
(Ala.) County High School, had
81 yards on five grabs and also
scored. Antonio Hughes of
Morton had four catches for 62
yards and scored a touchdown.
Jeremy Harvey, a product of
Harrison Central, had 57 yards
on two catches and a touch¬
down. Radarius Owens of
Quitman had two catches for
21 yards.
Northeast had 22 first
downs and amassed 313 yards
rushing and 139 passing for a
452 total.
Quarterback Clint Wilson of
Olive Branch was the Tigers'
leading passer as he completed
15 of 23 passes for 126 yards.
Running back Jeremy Can¬
non of New Albany was the
workhorse for Northeast, com¬
piling 237 yards on 33 carries
and four touchdowns.
Defensively for East Central,
linebacker Octavious Gilbert of
Prattville, Ala., was top tackier
with 12 solo stops and five as¬
sists. Gilbert was also credited
with a forced fumble and a
quarterback sack. Linebacker
Guy Holden, a product of New¬
ton County High School, had
nine tackles and two assists,
followed by defensive back
Elijah Tanksley of Meridian with
eight tackles and two assists.
Linebacker Quadarius Wallace
of Union had seven tackles
and two assists and defensive
back Ken Griffin of Philadelphia
collected six tackles and two
assists.
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SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
The 1964 to 1976 East Central Community College basketball teams coached by Joe Clark were among special groups honored during
homecoming activities held Oct. 3 on the Decatur campus. Former team members include (front row, from left) Art Fulton and Mac Hall, both
of Philadelphia; Herman Coats of Batesville, Keith Branning of Ridgeland, Dennis Walton of Gulfport, Clark, Rodney Tadlock of Decatur,
Sammy Pace of Moselle and Sam Nowell of Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) Joe Fondren of Abbeville, Danny Gressett of Decatur,
Allen Harrison and Ronnie Westbrook, both of Little Rock; V.L. Mott and Keith Everett, both of Meridian; Sid Williams of Philadelphia, Bill
Wheeler of Columbus, Mike Cosgrove of Lawrence, Gary Gordon of Bay Springs and Larry Gressett of Conehatta. Not pictured but also at¬
tending the reunion are Polan Willis of Decatur, Ala.; Butch Cox of Gonzales, La.; and Haywood Reeves of Forest.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Top Female, Male Finishers in ECCC 5K Run: Dr. Phillip Crenshaw (left) presents first-place trophies to Abby McMillan (center)
of Newton and Mike Trailkill of Hickory, who won top honors in the
female and male divisions, respectively, in East Central Community
College's annual 5K Run held Saturday, Oct. 3, as part of the Col¬
lege's homecoming activities. Trailkill's son Zack joined him for the
trophy presentation. The elder Trailkill completed the 3.1-mile race
with a time of 18:37 and McMillan finished at 26:15. Dr. Crenshaw,
who teaches social science and history classes at ECCC, serves as
chairman of the Warrior Fitness Challenge, which also features a 5K
Walk.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Division Runners-Up in ECCC 5K Run: Winning second-place
honors in their respective age and gender divisions were the above
participants of the annual 5K Run held Saturday, Oct. 3 at East
Central Community College in Decatur. From left are Dalton Baskin
of Meridian (0-12 age division, males), Caleb Vaughn of Decatur
(13-19 age division, males), Sha Alderman of Decatur (30-39 age
division, females), Joey Smith of Collinsville (30-39 age division,
males) and Lee Wilson of Meridian (overall masters winner, males).
The 5K Run and 5K Walk are held each year as part of the College's
homecoming activities.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Flag Football Champs: "Warrior Pride" took first-place honors in the intramural flag football competition held at East Central Community
College in Decatur. Team members include (kneeling from left) Keshawn Harrison, Decatur; Dee Martin, Rod Martin and Justin Houston, all
of Meridian; and Josh Wilson, Decatur; and (standing from left) Demarco Thompson and Tabbarin Graham, both of Decatur; Ken Dubose,
Meridian; and Travis Thompson, Kalvin Smith and Ladarius Gallaspy, all of Decatur. Lady Warrior softball coach Scott Hill serves as director
of intramurals.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Spades Tourney Champs: Zeric Townsel(left) and Jeremy Lee
(right) won the spades tournament held October 6. The tournament
was held in the ECCC activity center.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Cheerleaders: Serving as East Central Community College cheerleaders for the 2009-10 season, and their respective high schools, are
(front row, from left) Anna Williams, Newton County Academy; Monica Vincent, Ashley Amis and Adrienne McDilll, all of Newton County;
Chelsea Jones, Enterprise; Hannah Alley, Union Grove (Ga.); Abby McMillan, Newton County Academy; and Robyn Fanning, Philadelphia;
and (second row, from left) Richie Ferguson, Newton County; Josh Jarriel, Neshoba Central; Dustin Stewart, Louisville; Brandon Kennedy,
Union; Paul David Hatcher, Winston Academy; Dayton Johnson, Neshoba Central; Will Emmons, Lake; and Cody Ming, Winston Academy.
Shelley Thorns serves as cheer coach.

SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM
Basketball Teams Honored: The 1991 to 1998 East Central Com¬
munity College basketball teams coached by Marty Cooper were
among special groups honored during homecoming activities held
Oct. 3 on the Decatur campus. Those attending reunion activities
included (from left) Phillip Prince of Philadelphia, Cooper and wife,
Jennifer, who also served as assistant coach; Maurice Bowie of
Decatur and Jason Nance of Tuscaloosa, Ala. In addition to being a
former player, Bowie currently serves as head coach of the Warrior
basketball team and is a former assistant under Cooper at Itawamba
Community College.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Sophomore Warriors Honored: Sophomores on the 2009 East Central Community College football squad were recognized prior
to the season finale with Pearl River Community College Oct. 22 on the Decatur campus. The honorees were joined by parents and other
family members for the special presentation. Sophomore Warriors and their respective high schools include (from left) running Back Der¬
rick Cade (8), Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central; defensive linemen Jeremy Dillon ,(13) of Forrest County AHS and Kyle Donald (60) of Louisville;
defensive back Demario Eichelberger (5), also of Louisville; defensive backs CJ Estelle (12) of Childersburg (Ala.) High School and Preston
Felder (24) of Meridian; offensive lineman Jared Fleming (70), Louisville; defensive back Ken Griffin (1), Philadelphia; linebacker Guy Holden (4), Newton County; wide receivers levin Houston (2) of Philadelphia and Antonio Hughes (11) of Morton; offensive lineman Will McBeth
(75), Leake Academy; wide receiver Antonio Ricks (3), Carthage; defensive back Elijah Tanksley (23), Meridian; quarterback Emmanuel
Taylor (9), Early County, Blakely, Ga.; linebackers Jordan Vance (44) of Trinity Episcopal in Natchez, Quadarius Wallace (15) of Union and
Chris Watson (34) of West Lauderdale; and offensive lineman Damion Young (62), Pelahatchte. ECCC fell 30-27 in overtime to the visiting
Wildcats and finished 2-7 overall and 0-6 in the MACJC South Division under interim head coach Brian Anderson.

Warriors
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community
College
was well
repre¬
sented in
the 36th
Annual
Mississippi
Asso¬
ciation
HUGHES
of Com¬
munity
and Junior Colleges (MACJC)
All-Star Classic held Saturday,
Dec. 5,2009, at Northeast
Mississippi Community Col-

Named to All-Star
lege in Booneville. Kickoffl
was at 1 p.m. |
at Keenum
Stadium.
Five
Warriors
are mem¬
TANKSLEY
bers of the
South squad
and include wide receiver
Antonio Hughes (6-1,185)
of Morton, defensive back
Elijah Tanksley (6-3,195) of
Meridian, offensive lineman
Jared Fleming (6-5,290) of
Louisville, defensive back

Ken Griffin
(6', 190) of
Philadel¬
phia and
linebacker
Quadarius
Wallace (510,195) of
FLEMING
Union.
Thirtythree players are selected for
the South and North teams.
Hinds Community College
head coach Gene Murphy
and his staff will direct the
South squad and leading
the North team will be Jay

Miller and
his assistants
from Missis¬
sippi Delta
Community
College.

GRIFFIN

Golf Team Places
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

'Showdown' Winners
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Results of the "Tennis Show¬
downs" have been announced
at ECCC, according to ECCC
tennis coach Dianne O'Neill,
who served as tournament
coordinator.
In the women's division,
Rebecca Prince of Union won
the singles title and Summer
Hines of Philadelphia finished
runner-up.
Other finalists in their re¬
spective areas of competition
included Sadie Shields and Sar¬
ah Mars, both of Philadelphia;
Rayanne Craven of Newton;
and Brooke Payne, Tasha Payne
and Ashley Walker, all of Union.
Mars and Shields teamed
to the win the doubles title.
Craven and Courtney Elliott of
Newton were runners-up.
Other finalists in the doubles
category were Prince and

Anne Cassidy of Union; Han¬
nah Payne and Brooke Payne
of Union; and Ashley Henley
of Forest and Aeisha Routh of
Philadelphia.
In the men's division, Scooter
Walker of Hickory won the
singles competition and Pete
Mazzella of Newton finished
runner-up.
Other finalists in their
respective areas of competi¬
tion included Todd Tindle of
Newton, Dee Walker of Hickory,
Lucas Calvert of Philadelphia,
Will Marston, Walton Stinson
and Matt Griffin, all of Union;
and Blake Cochran of Decatur.
Tindle and Mazzella also
won the doubles competition.
Scooter Walker and Dee Walker
were runners-up.
Other finalists in doubles
were Stinson and Ferguson,
'
Cieglo and Griffin, and Nathan
Calvert and Speedy Calvert.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Diamond Warriors Continuing Careers: Several East Cen¬
tral Community College sophomore baseball players signed national
letters of intent during a ceremony held Thursday in the BrackeenWood Physical Education Building on the Decatur campus. Diamond
Warriors continuing athletic careers at their respective colleges
include (seated from left) Allen Johnson of Lena, Belhaven College;
Ernie Triplett of Louisville, Delta State University; and Barry Meeks
of Sweet Water, Ala., University of West Alabama. Johnson is a 6-2,
215-pound right-handed pitcher from Leake Academy. Triplett, a 6',
180-pound left-handed pitcher/outfielder, is a product of Louisville
High School. Meeks is a 5-10,180-pound right-handed hurlerfrom
Patrician Academy. Also seated is Neal Holliman, ECCC head basebail coach. Standing from left are Michael Avalon, Diamond Warrior
assistant; Triplett family members Norma Triplett (grandmother),
Tonya Simmon (mother) and Vanassa Haynes (aunt); and Hunter
Vick, Diamond Warrior assistant.

Squad

WALLACE

ECCC Announces Tennis

Page 17

East Central Community College's golf
team finished runner-up to Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College in the ECCC Fall
Invitational held Nov. 9-10 at the Dancing
Rabbit Golf Club in Choctaw.
The Warrior linksters had rounds of 305
and 307 for a 612 total, just 13 strokes be¬
hind the Bulldogs who shot 599 (294-305).

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Division Winners in ECCC 5K Race: These participants in East
Central Community College's 5K Run won their respective age divi¬
sions in the annual event held Saturday, Oct. 3 as part of homecom¬
ing activities on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are Charles
Gaddis of Hickory (0-12 age division), Jesse Vaughn of Decatur
(13-19, males), Mamie Shannon of Union (13-19, females), Blair
Comans of Decatur (20-29, females) and Matt Darby of Philadel¬
phia (30-39, males). Standing from left are Kay Gaddis of Hickory
(overall female masters), James Waltman of Philadelphia (overall
male masters), Abby McMillan of Newton (overall female winner),
Julie Mangum of Decatur (30-39, females), Mickey Vance of Decatur
(40-49, males) and Mike Trailkill of Hickory (overall winner). Trailkill's
son Zack is also pictured.

Second in Fall Invitational

Also participating were Copiah-Lincoln
Community College, 638 (317-321); and
Hinds Community College, 662 (325-337).
Matthew Bochan of Franklin, Tenn., led
EC with rounds of 73 and 75 for a 148 total,
four-under par. Other Warrior team mem¬
bers and their respective scores include
Griffin Burke of Philadelphia, 149 (74-75);
Jordan Smith of Union, 158 (74-84); Luke
Brown of Carthage, 162 (79-83); Austin

Jenkins of Philadelphia, 165 (86-79); Crosby
McDonald, 174 (89-85) and Daniel Moody,
177 (86-91), both of Carthage; and Josh
Morehead of Pearl, 209 (107-102). Colton
Bell of Forest is also a team member.
Richie Williams of MGCCC won medalist
honors with a two-under par 142 (67-75).
The ECCC golf team is coached by James
Moore, golf professional at Forest Country
Club.

Warrior Tennis Schedule
Feb.16
Feb.18
Feb. 23
Feb. 25
Mar. 2
Mar. 4
Mar. 16
Mar. 23
Mar. 25
Mar. 30
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 13

@ Hinds
1:00
Holmes
2:00
@ G.C.
12:00
@ P.R.
1:00
@ Jones
2:00
@ Holmes
2:00
G.C. at Forest
1:00
P.R. at Forest
1:00
Jones
1:00
N.E. at Forest
1:00
@ICC
3:00
@ N.E.
12:00
CoLin at Forest
1:00
@ CoLin
1:00
Apr 15-17 State at Tupelo

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Flag Football Runners-Up: A team called "No Mercy" captured runner-up honors in the intramural flag football championship at ECCC.
Squad members include (kneeling from left) Thomas Lyles, Waldorf, Maryland; and Dyron Haynes, Marcus Holmes, Carnorris Yarbrough
and Fred Parker, all of Louisville; and (standing from left) Kevin Seaberry, Raleigh; Hedrick Foster and Fred Hampton, both of Louisville;
Jo Morgan, Lena; Lance Hendrix and Vonta Burrage, both of Louisville; Bobby Dawson, Raleigh; and Cortez Coburn, Anthony Tatum and
Justin Leone, all of Louisville. Lady Warrior softball coach Scott Hill serves as director of intramurals.
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Students Helping Keep Highways Clean: These East Central Community College students display
several bags of trash recently collected on Hwy. 15 south of Decatur. The students are members of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, and participate
in the highway clean-up as a community service project. From left are Jordan Gunn, Forest; Kelly Dansby, Philadelphia; Kurt Simoneau, Louin; Morgan Wells, Madison; Tyler Jones, Walnut Grove; Kimberly
Blackwell, Louisville; Abby McMillan, Newton; Jason Watkins, Brandon; Jaqlene Robinson, Noxapater;
Drew Evans, Forest; and Anna Fulton, Louisville. Also pictured is Theta Xi co-adviser Curt Skipper.

The Tom-Tom

Scene

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
CPR Training: Donna Pace (right) of Newton Regional Hospital recently instructed students in CPR
training as a part of Lucille Woods First Aid class at East Central Community College in Decatur. Pic¬
tured with Pace are (from left) Luke Brown of Carthage, Brooklynn Boyette of Noxapater, Cody Barber of
Forest and Brian Felton of Chunky.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Benton Crowned ECCC Queen: Reshetta Benton of Forest (second from left) was crowned 2009
Homecoming Queen at East Central Community College by College president Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left).
Serving as the queen's escort was Steve Edwards, Jr. (third from left) of Newton. Presenting flowers
was 2008 Homecoming Queen Emily Thrash of Sebastopol. The queen and her court were presented
Saturday, October 3, 2009 during halftime of the ECCC vs. Northeast Mississippi Community College
football game.

1

*

Non-Traditional Gender Day
for Males: ECCC's Career and
Technical Division hosted their
annual "Non-Traditional Gen¬
der Day for Males" on October
27. Approximately 55 male
students from Newton County
Career-Technical Center,
Newton Career Center, ForestScott County Career-Technical
Center, Winston-Louisville
Career-Technical Center and
Philadelphia-Neshoba County
Career-Technical Center par¬
ticipated in the event, which
included hands-on demonstra¬
tions, program tours and enter¬
tainment throughout the day.
East Central freshman culinary
arts major David Parker (left)
of Union demonstrates proper
slicing techniques to Newton
County Career-Technical Center
juniors Jacob Dean (right) and
Terrance Norman (center). The
culinary arts program is just one
of the 17 different career tech¬
nical programs offered by the
College.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC and Mississippi ABC
Host DUI Simulation: A simu¬
lation for students to show the
effects of alcohol use was held
recently on the campus of East
Central Community College.
The College and the Mississippi
Alcohol Beverage Control held
a driving under the influence
demonstration where students
wore Fatal Vision Goggles which
changed their vision to that of
a person under the influence of
different levels of alcohol. Rusty
Hanna, ABC Agent in Charge
District 3 and Director of Student
Life/ Public Safety Jonathan
Peeples coordinated the event
for the College. Feeling the ef¬
fects of the goggles, sophomore
Nicole Gray of Forest takes a
somewhat disoriented spin in the
golf cart with Peeples.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Homecoming Court 2009: Members of the 2009 Homecoming Court at East Central Community Col¬
lege include (front row, from left) freshman maids Breanna Foley of Newton, Sarah Breland of Philadel¬
phia, Celia Boggan of Decatur and Alexis Young of Forest; queen Reshetta Benton of Forest, maid-ofhonor Hannah Lee of Philadelphia and sophomore maids Kimberly Blackwell, Anna Fulton and Alison
Lowery, all of Louisville; and (back row, from left) escorts Teddy Bloodsaw of Forest, Nathan Calvert
of Louisville, Justin Gates of Decatur, Randall Hudson of Forest, Steve Edwards Jr. of Newton, Allen
Johnson of Lena, Michael Hardy of Philadelphia, Brandon Kennedy of Union and Matt Woods of Phila¬
delphia.

■i

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Beauties, Beaus: Paige Richardson (fifth from left) of Philadelphia and Corey Jones (sixth from
left) of Newton were recently selected Most Beautiful and Most Handsome, respectively, at East Central
Community College. Also pictured are beauties and beaus (from left) Nathan Calvert and Anna Fulton,
both of Louisville; Colton Amis of Decatur, Morgan Bailey of Philadelphia, Richardson, Jones, Sarah
Breland of Philadelphia, Jason Hancock of Decatur, Hannah Lee of Philadelphia and Codv Mina of Lou¬
isville.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Top 10 Beauties: These young ladies were recently named Top 10 Beauties at East Central
Community College. Pictured are (from left) Savanna Smith of Decatur, Adrienne McDill of Newton,
Sarah Breland of Philadelphia, Anna Fulton of Louisville, Paige Richardson (most beautiful), Morgan
Bailey and Hannah Lee, all of Philadelphia; Kimberly Blackwell of Louisville, Meredith McKee of Phila¬
delphia and Chelsea Leigh Jones of Enterprise. The beauties were selected during the Colleges annual
pageant held Monday, Oct. 12, in Huff Auditorium.

