
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

 East Central Community College will officially unveil its new 
science building during a program and ribbon-cutting ceremony 
scheduled at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2012.

The two-story, $4.1 million dollar structure features state-of-the-
art lab facilities and is named in memory of Ron Davis, longtime 
biology instructor and science division chairman who lost his battle 
with cancer in April 2006.

State bond funds accumulated over several years provided the 
financial resources to construct the Aaron R. Davis Science Building, 
which was completed in time for spring 2012 semester.

The new facility is located next to Cross Hall, where science class-
es will continue to be held. A renovation of Cross Hall is scheduled 
to begin this summer. 

Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth of Lake, ECCC Board of Trustees Chair-
man, and Curt Skipper, science division chairman, will serve as pro-
gram speakers.

ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin and Patti Davis, biology instruc-
tor and widow of Ron Davis, are also scheduled to provide remarks.

Other program participants include Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, vice 
president for instruction, and Mickey Vance, vice president for busi-
ness operations.

A reception will be held in the science building following the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.
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Moving out! From Cross to Davis
BY ASHLEY MOORE

STAFF WRITER

For years, chemistry and bio-
logical science majors, the fu-
ture doctors from Decatur, have 
walked the halls of Cross. These 
halls hold fond memories for 
many or stressful memories if 
one is not all that fond of sci-
ence. In the winter of 2011, a 
building frame was erected, and 
this frame stood until the end of 
the school year. 

Many expected this building 
to be average and never quite 
expected automatic lighting 
fixtures. People have stressed 
eco-friendly buildings, but none 
expected the next one to spring 
up on the East Central campus 
in 2012. After a few weeks of be-
ing opened, many teachers have 
praised the new building’s high-
ly technical advancements, and 
science instructors are eager to 
begin teaching with the new re-
sources provided. Projectors will 
be placed in each classroom that 
can be controlled from instruc-
tors’ offices so that teachers can 
conserve energy. Also, instant 
internet will be provided so that 
teachers can give students a 
hands- on approach that will ap-

pease many students’ learning 
abilities more than standardized 
lectures can. 

Mr. George Alexander, the new-
est member of the biology staff, 
can be found on the second sto-
ry in his office amidst his aquari-
ums on any given day. He is par-
ticularly thrilled to have joined 
the staff at such an excited time.  
“This new building will help the 
learning environment because 
it has more space for teachers to 
help students. Though we may 
have a one to two student in-
crease in our classrooms, we will 
still be able to help each individ-
ual get a great hands-on experi-
ence,” he remarks.

Internet will be provided so 
that Web sites can be used to 
help show students what teach-
ers could merely talk of before-
hand. Teachers are already in the 
process of teaching their labs in 
the new building at this time, 
but hope to have all of their 
classes moved to the new build-
ing by spring. 

“The single best comment I’ve 
heard was when an instructor 
walked in and said to me that 
this building looked like a four 
year university. That really made 
me proud to be a part of the East 

Ce nt ra l 
sc ience 
faculty,” 
says Al-
exander.

S t u -
d e n t s 
are al-
r e a d y 
mak ing 
t h e m -
s e l v e s 
at home 
i n s i d e . 
E r i c a 
Blanton was found on the 
couch of the downstairs lobby 
studying for her nutrition class.  
She said, “I think that this build-
ing will attract new students, 
and it definitely shows the prog-
ress of EC.”

Faculty members besides the 
science department have no-
ticed the grandeur of Davis Hall. 
Pamela Fowler, of the English 
department, stated, “With new 
additions to our campus and 
changes being made with tech-
nology, East Central is becom-
ing more aesthetically pleasing 
to several students looking for a 
university experience. I believe 
that if the college continues to 
improve the residential halls and 

classrooms, more students will 
continue to register and be pre-
pared for a four year college.”

Mr. Curt Skipper explained 
that the new building’s labs will 
be able to hold 32 people versus 
the 30 Cross can hold. Also there 
are five labs compared to the 
three in Cross Hall now. Skipper 
has moved all of his labs except 
for one over to the new building. 
He looks forward to bringing in 
more technology into his lec-
tures than he already does now 
with the instant internet that will 
be provided.

“This gives the campus a bet-
ter future. It may help increase 
enrollment, but it definitely will 
make things more accessible 
for students. Cross Hall will re-
ceive a more university feel af-
ter renovations, but my office 
will be completely gone by the 
time they are done remodeling. 
It’s definitely bittersweet for the 
staff. This was my first office. It’s 
home to me, but don’t doubt 
that I’m excited about moving. 
It will be tough on senior fac-
ulty members who have always 
been in Cross, but this change is 
the first step for East Central to 
evolve into something greater 
than it is now,” Skipper said.

See RECORD, PAGE 3

ASHLEY MOORE
Staff Writer

ECCC Plans Ribbon-Cutting for 
New Science Building, Feb. 14

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Students Visit Gov. Bryant: Gov. Phil Bryant (center) took time from his busy schedule to meet with East Central Community Col-
lege students (from left) Bailee Viverette of Union and LaTia Peavy, Dustin Cullen and Antonio Nash, all of Carthage, who visited the State 
Capitol as part of Legislative Appreciation Day activities held Jan. 24, 2012. The annual event is sponsored by the Mississippi Community 
College Association and concludes with the Legislative Appreciation Luncheon. This year’s meal included catfish, gumbo and all the trim-
mings prepared by community college culinary students and served in the fellowship hall at Galloway United Methodist Church.  

ECCC Reports Record 
Spring Enrollment at 2,665

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

“A record 2,665 students are 
enrolled in spring semester 
classes at East Central Commu-
nity College,” announced David 
Case, Dean of Admissions, Re-
cords and Research.

The new spring record sur-
passes the previous mark of 
2,648 students who attended 
classes during the 2011 spring 
term.

Dr. Randall E. Lee, Vice Presi-
dent for Student Services, said 
the record enrollment is a result 
of the continued academic ex-
cellence and other opportuni-
ties for success provided by the 
College since its founding in 
1928.

“East Central’s continued 
growth is a reflection of a qual-
ity education and excellent em-
ployees who work hard at pro-
viding quality student service,” 
said Dr. Lee, whose office coor-
dinates the College’s recruiting 
efforts. “It is amazing that the 
student body keeps growing de-
spite a downward trend at most 
colleges!”

The vast majority of students 
enrolled at ECCC continues to 
come from the College’s five-
county district. Newton County 
leads the way with 552 students, 
followed by Neshoba, 549; Scott, 
395; Winston, 289; and Leake, 
271.

Case said 1,964 students are 

ECCC Receives Grant for Founders’ Gym Renovation Project
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College’s efforts 
to renovate Founders’ Gym received a finan-
cial boost thanks to an $80,000 grant from 
the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History.

The ECCC award is included among 19 
projects totaling $2 million in preservation 
grants provided across the state through 
the Community Heritage Grant Program, 
authorized by and funded by the Missis-
sippi Legislature.

“The $80,000 amount, combined with a 
local match of $20,000, will create a total 
project budget of $100,000 and provides 
the necessary funding to complete the first 
phase of the much-anticipated project,” 
said ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.

“We plan to use the funds to restore the 
south arcade,” said Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. “It 
is our intent to bring Founders’ Gym to its 
original look while also modernizing the 
historic structure. We continue to seek pri-
vate funds which will be needed to com-
plete the project.”  

Founders’ Gym is recognized as one of 
the oldest buildings on the Decatur cam-
pus and the oldest standing brick gymna-
sium in east Mississippi. The structure was 
recently declared a Mississippi historic 
landmark.

Fundraising efforts were initiated in 2008 
to renovate the gym, which played host to 
hundreds of basketball games from 1930 
to 1970, including local, state and regional 
championships for both high school and 
college level teams. The gym was also 

used for May Day programs, proms, danc-
es, plays, musicals, graduations and many 
community events. 

Founders’ Gym is named in honor of Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin “Frank” Hunter, James 
“Jim” McDonald Thames and others instru-
mental in establishing the College in 1928. 

Dr. Sutphin said the renovation project 
includes four stages at an estimated cost of 
$8 million. Approximately $6,000 has been 
raised as of Dec. 31, 2011.

Contributions may be made to the ECCC 
Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 
39327.

For more information, contact Dr. Stacey 
Hollingsworth, executive director, Founda-
tion and Alumni Relations, 601-635-6327 or 
call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 327. The e-
mail address is sholling@eccc.edu.



view majors and degree plans:
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FINISH 
WHAT YOU’VE STARTED!

FIFTY PERCENT 
OF SOUTHERN MISS STUDENTS ARE 

 

TRANSFER STUDENTS
SO NO OTHER UNIVERSITY 
UNDERSTANDS YOU LIKE WE DO.

TRANSFER TO SOUTHERN MISS.

STRIKE A POSE

By Meghan McIntosh
Feature’s Editor

Rachel Sharp
1. What school did you go to? Louisville High School
2. Do you have siblings? Two Brothers!
3. What is your major? Biological Science. I’m in the pre-med pro-
gram.
4. What do you want to do with your life? I want to go into cardiol-
ogy
5. What’s your favorite food? crawfish
6. Who is your best friends forever? Katie Huges
7. What is your favorite color? blue
8. What is your favorite show? scrubs
9. Where are you going after EC? Mississippi State University, HAIL 
STATE!
10. What are your hobbies? I love color guard and playing my 
saxophone.

By Meghan McIntosh
Feature’s Editor

Jessie Armstrong
1. What’s your favorite color? green
2. What is this Spirit thing you are in? It’s Drum Corps
3. Who is your favorite presidential candidate? Verman Supreme. 
Just kidding, Ron Paul
4. What’s your favorite food? Chicken
5. Who’s yourbest friends forever? Hannah Cade
6. If you had a million dollars, what would you do? I would save a 
lot of it and pay for school and stuff.
7. What’s your favorite place in the world? the beach
8. What are you doing with your life?I want to be a band director
9. What’s your favorite class? music theory
10. Where are you going after EC? The University of Southern Mis-
sissippi

Exercise 
Can Be Fun

BY MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Features Editor 

“Exercise” is a word most 
people do not like.  Let’s face 
it, most the of population 
would rather sit in front of a 
computer or a television than 
work out.  America is known 
for its obesity with Mississippi 
at the highest rate.  Exercise 
d o e s 
n o t 
h a v e 
to be 
all bad; 
in fact, 
s t a -
t i s t i c s 
p r o v e 
t h a t 
people 
are hap-
p i e r 
w h e n 
they ex-
e r c i s e .  
There are many fun ways of 
exercising and with spring 
just around the corner, it is 
time to put those New Year’s 
resolutions into action.

Zumba is an exercise dance 
taking the world of weight 
loss to a totally new level.  
Many women have loss so 
much weight doing this work 
out.  It’s one of those work 
outs that just makes you feel 
good all over and you have 
a ton of fun while you are 
doing it.  Many health facili-
ties offer these classes, but 

of course they all come with 
a price.  Most of the time, it 
is not too unreasonable.  It is 
also available for gaming sys-
tems as well.  It gives you just 
as good of a workout as the 
class would.

Yoga is also an amazing ex-
ercise that helps tone your 
muscles and straighten your 
posture.  It helps you relax 
after a long day of work too.  
Yoga does many great things 
for your body, it strength-
ens your body, it helps you 
gain balance, regulates your 
breathing, improves your pos-
ture and tones your muscles.  
There are classes available 
in towns and some colleges 
offer it as well.  Like Zumba, 
you can also perform Yoga on 
gaming consoles.  The Wii Fit 
offers tons of Yoga poses and 
even instructs you on how to 
do them.

These are just two of the 
hundreds of fun ways to work 
out and lose weight.  Fitness 
centers offer many classes 
you can take to help get that 
dream body you have always 
wanted.  Making working out 
fun is a much more efficient 
way for all of us to reach our 
fitness goals.  Gaming con-
soles also can provide fun ac-
tive ways for us to lose weight 
and tone our bodies.  Work-
ing out does not have to be 
such a bad thing. With the 
right motivation, anything is 
possible. 

MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Features Editor
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What’s so great about
CAREY?

Caring, Christian environment

Transfer friendly with generous financial aid

Service and mission opportunities

Designated a “College of Distinction” and a 
“Military Friendly School”

Placed on the President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY
  Hattiesburg • Biloxi • New Orleans 

 www.wmcarey.edu

ECCC Plans Black History 
Month Program, Feb. 22

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community Col-
lege will observe Black History 
Month during a special program 
scheduled Wednesday, Feb. 22, 
2012.

The Rev. Perry Fletcher, boys’ 
head basketball coach at Forest 
High School, will serve as guest 
speaker for the annual event, 
which begins at 7 p.m. in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center audito-
rium.

Special music will be provided 

by the Newton County Inspira-
tional Youth Choir. 

The ECCC Gospel Choir, which 
sponsors the Black History 
Month program, will also per-
form. Mrs. Brenda K. Johnson of 
Lawrence serves as choir spon-
sor.

The public is invited to attend 
the free program.

For more information, con-
tact Kathy Sanders, adminis-
trative assistant to the ECCC 
faculty, 601-635-6215 or e-mail 
ksanders@eccc.edu.

enrolled in academic courses 
and 701 students participate in 
career-technical programs of 
study.

For more information, con-
tact the Office of Admissions, 
Records and Research at ECCC, 
601-635-6206 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 206.

ECCC Taps Armstrong, Cullen 
for Annual HEADWAE Program

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

English instructor Jason Armstrong 
of Meridian and sophomore Dustin 
Cullen of Carthage were selected to 
represent East Central Community 
College in Decatur at the 25th Annual 
HEADWAE Program scheduled Feb. 28, 
2012, in Jackson.

The HEADWAE (Higher Education 
Appreciation Day: Working Toward 
Academic Excellence) observance is 
sponsored by the Mississippi Legis-
lature, supported by the corporate 
community and coordinated by the 
Mississippi Association of Colleges and 
Universities.

Mississippi’s Lieutenant Governor 
serves as chairman of HEADWAE, 
which recognizes outstanding faculty 
members and students from each par-
ticipating member institution of the 
Mississippi Association of Colleges and 
Universities.

“Our goal is to ensure a wonderful, 
exciting day of events for faculty and 
student honorees and their guests,” 
said Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves.

In addition to the statewide recogni-
tion, a booklet will be published featur-
ing biographical sketches and photos 
of each HEADWAE honoree represent-

ing the state’s public and private col-
leges and universities.

Armstrong joined the ECCC faculty 
in August 2009 after previously serv-
ing as an adjunct professor of manage-
ment at Mississippi State University-
Meridian.

He is also a former banker, having 
served with various institutions from 
1999-2008. He most recently was em-
ployed with Citizens National Bank in 
Meridian, where he was a commercial 
banker from 2005-2008.   He is also a 
former commercial banker with Trust-
mark National Bank in Tupelo and 
served as portfolio manager and assis-
tant bank manager at AmSouth Bank 
in Ridgeland. 

Armstrong is a graduate of Havelock 
High School in North Carolina and Mis-
sissippi State University-Starkville. At 
MSU, he received a bachelor’s degree 
in poultry science in 1997, a master’s 
degree in business administration in 
1998, and a master’s degree in com-
munity college education, with major 
emphasis in English and Literature, in 
1999.  

Armstrong is also a 2001 graduate 
of the Mississippi Community College 
Leadership Academy.

In addition to his teaching duties 

at ECCC, Armstrong serves on the 
executive committee for the Col-
lege’s Quality Enhancement Program,  
“The First Year Experience.”

He also serves on the executive 
board for the Meridian Museum of Art.

He is the son of retired Marine Colo-
nel Richard Armstrong and Charlotte 
Armstrong of Meridian. 

Cullen is a President’s List scholar 
with a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

He serves as president of several 
campus organizations, including Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the in-
ternational honor society for two-year 
colleges; Baptist Student Union; and 
Alpha Alpha Epsilon, “The Engineers.” 
He is also a member of the Astronomy 
and Environmental clubs.

Cullen is also a member of the ECCC 
Players and was a cast member for the 
2011 spring musical, “All Shook Up,” 
and 2010 fall dinner theater presenta-
tion of “Smoke on the Mountain.”    

He is a recipient of several honors 
and awards at ECCC, including the 
freshman chemistry award, Presiden-
tial Scholarship, Dr. Margaret Mosal 
Scholarship, Ann Burkes PTK Schol-
arship, Dr. Shelby L. Harris Memorial 
Scholarship, Landon Burt Memorial 
Scholarship and ACT Scholarship.

Cullen was also chosen a freshman 
class favorite.

He is a 2010 honor graduate of Leake 
Academy in Madden, where he partici-
pated in numerous clubs and activities.

He also attended several Academic 
Betterment Competitions and the Mis-

sissippi Math and Science Competi-
tion.

Cullen plans to major in chemical en-
gineering at Mississippi State Universi-
ty-Starkville.

His parents are Allen and Monica 
Cullen of Carthage. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm
Jason Armstrong (left) and Dustin Cullen will represent ECCC at the annual HEAD-
WAE Program scheduled Feb. 28 in Jackson.  

Dr. Sutphin Shares Plans for Post ECCC Life
BY CHRISTINA NOLLIE

EDITOR

What advice would you like 
to leave current and future 
students?

Christina, after 24 years at East 
Central, 
12 of 
w h i c h 
as Presi-
d e n t , 
I have 
decided 
that it is 
time for 
me to re-
tire and 
pass the 
torch of 
l e a d e r -
ship to 
s o m e -
one new.  I have thoroughly en-
joyed my 42 year career in edu-
cation and my time at EC.  More 
than half of my working life has 
been here.  My life has been dedi-
cated to students and helping 
students pursue their life’s goals.  

For traditional students the 
college years serve a vital role in 
growth and adulthood.  They are 
years that should be enjoyed and 
experienced; however, one must 
not lose sight of what is truly im-
portant and that is the comple-
tion of the goals set in prepara-
tion for the rest of your life.  As this 
implies one must set goals, look 
for opportunities to pursue those 

goals, and manage 
time wisely.

For the non-tra-
ditional student the 
time spent in college 
is for skill develop-
ment and prepara-
tion for a new or a 
better job opportu-
nity.  In most cases, 
life’s activities must 
be balanced be-
tween several com-
peting forces.  Again 
goal setting and 
time management 
are critical so that the time to 
completion is as short as possible.

What do you and your wife 
plan to do after your retire-
ment?

Peggy and I plan to travel to 
places we have not seen and do 
things that we have not had the 
time to do.  There are places in the 
U.S. that we have not visited and 
there are counties and cultures 
out there that we have not stud-
ied.  So travel is the main order of 
business.  Neither of us have any 
second vocation plans; however, 
we probably will get involved in 
volunteer activities in our areas of 
interest.

What were your most enjoy-
able experiences at East Cen-
tral?

I have enjoyed working in the 
implementation of technology in 
the teaching and learning process 
and I have gotten a lot of pleasure 

out of planning the 
physical future of 
the campus.  During 
my 24 years at EC we 
have moved from a 
few PCs scattered in 
a few administrative 
offices to on-line ac-
cess to education via 
a personal electron-
ic device (notebook 
computers, iPads, 
and smart phones)  
Adapting these 
technologies to 
teaching and learn-

ing has been a real challenge and 
the future is daunting. 

Physically, the appearances of 
the campus and its facilities have 
changed.  Twenty-four years ago 
the north part of the campus end-
ed at the football and intramural 
field and the south part of the 
campus ended at Broad Street. 
Today, the campus covers the 
north campus pond and soccer 
complex to Barber Hall on south 
campus.  With the landscaping, 
the addition of several new build-
ing and several projects under-
way the entire campus has taken 
on a more collegiate look.

There is still work to be done 
and always will be but these are 
two areas that I really enjoyed 
leading.

What reactions have you no-
ticed from your colleagues?

To their credit my colleagues 
have continued to do the things 

that make East Central such a 
great place.  Many have been 
kind enough to say they hate that 
I am leaving but I have quickly re-
plied that they need not worry, I 
am doing what I think is best and 
life will go on.

Any advice or tips you have 

for our future president?
The key to the success of any 

institution is the people who do 
the work.  A successful leader 
will employ good people and put 
them in positions to get the job 
done.  Then trust the people of 
the organization and utilize their 

skills and strengths to move the 
institution forward.  Evaluate the 
mission of the College, plan the 
direction required to accomplish 
the mission, assign responsibil-
ity for the implementation of the 
plan, then get out of the way; re-
peat regularly.

CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

SUTPHIN

RECORD
From Page 1

We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about your club/organization 
to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos 

with identification and any happenings.



Hey Warriors! It’s about that time students 
start cracking down on their studying and 
preparing for next fall. I, for one, make sure 
to work on homework for at least one hour 
every day even if it’s not due immediately. 
In doing this, I find that I have an adequate 
amount of time I use to do whatever I 
want. I suggest you stay ahead of your 
game so those deadlines that seem so far 
away do not sneak up on you. We are not 
all naturally gifted at keeping a 4.0 grade 
point average, but we can all strive for our 
personal best.

I’d like to remind you that the Financial 
Aid application is now available for the 
2012-2013 year. Do not put off filling it out. 
We’ve all seen how long the financial aid lines can be if you procras-
tinate.

If you’re transferring in the fall, check out your deadlines for tran-
scripts, dorm applications, apartment deposits, ect. These can sneak 
up on you also and you’ll be left wishing you had prioritized better 
when you’re commuting to classes every day.

—Christina Nollie
Editor
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Warrior Viewpoints
Ask Dr. Phil
Sutphin Shares Thoughts on 
Valentine’s Day, Spring Break

How would you recall your 
years spent at East Central 
Community College?

My first day at ECCC was in Sep-
tember of 1988.  Our home at that 
time was the two-story house on 
the northeast corner of campus.  
The first official guests to greet us 
were the President and Vice Presi-
dent of the SBA, Matt Alford and 
Bill Freeman.  From that day until 
the present, I have many fond 
memories.  The thing I am most 
proud of is the quality students 
that come to EC and continue on to 
be a contributing member of their community. 

Do you remember your first Valentine’s date? If so, details 
please.

No, I don’t remember anything specific.  I grew up on the campus of 
a small rural two-year college and as a child I was the “mascot” of all 
the girls on campus.  So I never really had a date but I attended all the 
Valentine dances.  However, one of my most memorable Valentines 
was the time I surprised my wife by taking her to a Valentine’s concert 
and weekend on the coast.

What was your most memorable Spring Break?
A college-sponsored weekend trip to Pensacola Beach my sopho-

more year.
What will you do for Valentine’s Day this year?
My wife and I have made no plans at this time.
What is your opinion of Valentine’s Day?
It’s unfortunate that we have to have a special day to do the things 

we ought to do on a regular basis.
Do you like the outcome of the Science Building?
The project turned out really well and will provide many opportuni-

ties for students to learn the laws of nature and appreciate the world 
and our responsibility to nurture and preserve it.  If we don’t work with 
Mother Nature she will turn against us and she will win in the long run.

If you could go back in time, would you change anything you 
have done at East Central, as far as decisions?

There are some physical projects that I wish I had speeded up.  Some 
were delayed due to budgets but some were just not prioritized.  Two 
things make EC what it is:  the first is the people, both students and em-
ployees and the second is the facilities.  I have tried to put good people 
in place and provide a good place to put people.

What would you do after you retire?
Peggy and I plan to go see the things we haven’t seen and do the 

things we haven’t had time to do.
—Interview by Rachel Ramirez

Opinions Editor

Dr. sutphin
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housing notes

ChristinA nOLLiE
Editor

Crack Down on Studying

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARtooNISt

tArA MArtin
Cartoonist

CLAirE GriFFin
Cartoonist

Spring Break (March 12-16) 
will be here before you know 
it!  Make sure you are attending 
every class and studying hard, 
and you should succeed.  The 
rest of the spring semester will 
fly by!  Take advantage of all the 
various events and activities, but 
keep your grades and class at-
tendance as top priorities.  

Graduation should be your 
ultimate goal at ECCC.  So persist 
and earn that diploma!  You 
need it in today’s world.  Trans-
ferability is seamless, and the cost 
is so much more at four-year institutions so take all the courses you 
can here at ECCC.  If you have questions please come by Student 
Services and see an Academic Counselor.  We are open 8:00 a.m. 
until 6:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m. Friday.

Advance Registration begins on April 4 for SUMMER COURSES 
only and on April 16 you may begin registering for FALL 2012 
COURSES.  Make sure you have paid your debt to the business of-
fice and REGISTER THE FIRST DAY to get the classes you want!  They 
will fill up quickly!

Many events are scheduled, but I do want to highlight Senior 
Days and Spring Spree.

Senior Days are on April 11 and 12 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Please 
help welcome our guests and participate as much as possible.  
Some of you decided to attend ECCC after your visit at our Senior 
Days so help us roll out the red carpet for our guests!  

A great tradition at ECCC is the annual Spring Spree competition 
near the end of the semester (April 23-26).  See Ms. Pinson (mpin-
son@eccc.edu/635-6213) for more information, but you do want to 
start getting your teams together!

If you have any questions or concerns let me know.  Please let 
someone know if you are having problems.  You can reach me at 
635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  The student services’ offices are 
located in the Eddie M. Smith Student Union.

Sincerely,

—Dr. Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

Spring Break, Graduation, 
Registration approaches

Make Housing Arrangements 
for Next School Year Now

Dr. LEE

CURRENT STUDENTS:  If you plan to live on campus during the 
fall 2012 term, please complete the housing application located 
on the college Web site, www.eccc.edu, as soon as possible.  Your 
current deposit is for THIS YEAR not next year.The application must 
be printed and mailed to the ECCC Business Office, along with the 
$60 deposit. Should one decide not to live on campus,   the deposit 
is fully refundable if a withdrawal is submitted in writing prior to 
August 1, 2012.  All beds are reserved on a first-come, first-served 
basis . . .EVEN FOR CURRENT STUDENTS.

For more information on campus housing, contact Marcie Pinson 
at mpinson@eccc.edu or call 601-635-6213.

other views

other views

Why Just on Valentine’s?

Celebrate. Pamper Yourself  on Valentine’s Day this Year

Valentine’s Day, also known as 
Single Awareness Day is a day 
when 
people 
plan ro-
mantic 
dinners, 
propose 
to their 
loved 
ones, 
send 
flowers 
to their 
wife or 
girl-
friend 
(maybe even both) or it is just a 
day to remind people that they 
are single. Either way it goes it 
is a day that is celebrated every 
year. However, one question 
that still lies within me is, why 
don’t couples show their sig-
nificant other the way they feel 
about them on a daily basis? 
Why should they be reminded 
to pronounce their undying 
love on this date? I am not try-
ing to be a grinch on Valentine’s 
Day, it just amazes me that 
people feel that this is the only 
day to appreciate each other 
instead of every day. 

Flowers, chocolate, diamonds, 
cards, Aphrodite, Cupid are all 
a part of this grand holiday that 
most guys fret over just so they 
can be pronounced the best 
valentine ever. Wrong! How 
about you save those flowers, 
chocolate, etc. on a day that 
does not remind you to be 
romantic? Even though I gag 
on romantic gestures other 
girls love that stuff. So do it on 
a random day because she will 
appreciate it more. Stop being 

so cliché! 
Girls, I understand most of 

you like Valentine’s Day. Why? 
Just so you can see what that 
guy gets you as a gift or you 
feel that your Valentine’s Day is 
going to be like some love story 
from a movie? It may or may 
not happen, but let’s not be so 
naïve. I know I am being harsh, 
but this is the 21st century, 
if you wanted romance you 
should refer back to the 1940s 
or when princes and princesses 
roamed the land. 

Last year, the United States 
alone spent 14.7 billion dollars 
on Valentine’s Day. That money 
could have been used to help 
the U.S. get out of debt. Howev-
er, women and men either had 
the best or worst Valentine’s 
Day of their lives. 

I do not totally resent Val-
entine’s Day; I actually like the 
reason why the Roman Catholic 
Church named February 14, 
Valentine’s Day. It was named 
after a man named St. Valentine. 
St. Valentine married couples 
when Roman emperor Claudius 
II, forbade young men to marry. 
St. Valentine married them be-
cause who was he to say no to 
love. I know, romantic, huh?

Anyways, the only problem 
I have with Valentine’s Day 
is that people should show 
romance, affection and love to 
their partner every day, just not 
on this day. Although, every 
girl secretly wants to have the 
perfect Valentine you should 
not expect much or you will be 
left disappointed.

—Rachel Ramirez
Opinions Editor

rAChEL rAMirEZ
Opinions Editor

Personally, I love Valentine’s Day! 
Yes, I agree couples should show 
their love for each other every day 
of the year, but in my opinion, Valen-
tine’s Day is the perfect opportunity 
for men to go all out for the women 
in their lives. The yummy chocolates, 
the beautiful roses, the sparkling 
diamonds, are all popular gifts for 
this holiday. Who doesn’t want be 
spoiled every now and then? Why 

not turn it into a national holiday? 
Valentine’s Day is often confused 

with the term, “Single’s Awareness 
Day.” However, for all the single 
ladies and gents out there, why 
not celebrate anyway? Buy your-
self something, instead of pitying 
yourself for being single on such 
a lovey-dovey day of the year, 
take advantage of the holiday and 
celebrate YOU! So what if your love 

story didn’t end perfectly? Celebrate 
the fact that your knight in shining 
armor or princess is on his or her 
way, and you just have to be patient. 
So on this Valentine’s Day, steer clear 
of all the annoying couples and 
indulge in self-confidence knowing 
that you are patiently awaiting the 
love of your life. 

—Raychel Reed
Staff Writer

rAYChAL rEED
Staff Writer



Mission iMpossible:  
Ghost protocol 

You can not go wrong with a “Mis-
sion Impossi-
ble” movie and 
this one helps 
prove that 
point. With 
action, comedy, 
and awesome 
gadgets, this 
movie has just 
about every-
thing you’d 
want to see 
in any action 
thriller. It fol-
lows the secret 
agent Ethan 
Hunt, played 

by Tom Cruise, across the world as 
he tries to keep a madman known as 
Cobalt, played by Michael Nyqvist, 
from starting a global nuclear war. 
Unfortunately Ghost Protocol or 
an immediate shutdown of all spy 
organizations set up around the world 
by the US Government is initiated 
and his agency is dismissed, now it 
is up to him and only three others to 
single handedly complete this task. 
Its action-packed adventure will keep 
you guessing and have you on the 
edge of your seat until the big red 
button is pushed. I would recommend 
you go pick up “Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol” as soon as it comes to 
Redbox.

—Tyler Yates
Staff Writer

beauty and the beast 3-d
Disney has wowed us once again 

with a second 
release of the 
classic movie, 
Beauty and 
the Beast, in 
theaters with 
the addition 
of 3-D effects.   
As I sat wait-
ing to watch 
this movie, I 
wondered if it 
could live up 
to my expecta-
tions.   It was 
instantly better 
than I thought 
it would 

be.   With the help of the innovative 
technology, the color restoration now 
makes the picture more vivid than be-
fore.  The 3-D enhancement complete-
ly magnifies the audience’s viewing 
experience.  The “Be Our Guest” scene 
has always been one of my favorite 
scenes; however, the 3-D element 
really brought to life the thrill of this 
moment.  If you enjoyed this movie 
as a young child, you will treasure it 
even more through the magic of Dis-
ney 3-D. It will only be in theaters for 
a short time, so make sure you watch 
it while you can. 

Joyful noise
Dolly Parton and Queen Latifah 

hit the big screen in Joyful Noise; the 
story of a small town church trying to 
win the National Joyful Noise Choir 

Competition.  Winning the choir 
competition is hoping to lift the spirits 
of Pacashau, Georgia that has fallen 
into hard times.  Although the choir’s 
newly appointed director, Vi Rose 
played by Queen Latifah, isn’t ready 
for the change that needs to happen 
not only in the church but her family.  
G. G. played by Dolly Parton, is the 
late wife of the original choir director.  
G. G. must help Vi Rose realize that 
change isn’t always a bad thing.  This 
movie explores the story of the change 
that must take place to reach the 
greater good.  This movie is a must 
see that will keep people of all ages 
laughing.

—Holli Nutt
Design Editor
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SOPA and PIPA Legislations Endanger American 
Freedoms & Hinder American Innovation

Stop Online Piracy Act, SOPA and 
Protect Intellectual Property Act, 
PIPA are both 
relatively new 
bills that have 
been submitted 
into Congress 
during the past 
year. SOPA is a 
bill proposed by 
the House, and 
similarly, PIPA 
by the Senate. 
SOPA is in-
tended to curb 
the amount of 
online piracy, 
I.e downloading 
music, movies, 
books, televi-
sion shows, etc., without purchasing 
them. While these bills were created 
with the best of intentions, the way 
they are written could cause serious 
damage to the free flow of informa-
tion over the internet. For instance, 

the way that the bills are currently 
written would give U.S. government 
officials and copyright holders the 
authority to seek court-orders against 
any website associated with infringe-
ment, pirating, or counterfeiting. 
The problem with this is: let’s say 
that you’re blogging about a celeb-
rity and you want to put a picture 
with the text. Well, under PIPA and 
SOPA, you could be imprisoned for 
this alone. Both pieces of legislation 
threaten the process and pace of in-
novation. They take away most rights 
that shop owners over the Internet 
would have, and take away most of 
the rights of which a lot of American’s 
really aren’t even aware.

As it stands, both political par-
ties from both the Senate and the 
House are displaying support for both 
pieces of legislature. However, a large 
number of members of Congress have 
stepped down. The White House has 
voiced a concern about the legislation, 
but does not agree that some kind 

of anti-piracy law is needed to pro-
tect American companies. President 
Obama has even been quoted saying: 
“If this bill passes, I will veto it.”

A lot of people, in the beginning, 
wrote this legislation off because it 
seemed unlikely that the government 
would be able to take away Internet 
freedom. However, most people don’t 
realize that not only can they do it 
but also, what would happen if the 
Internet was blocked by the govern-
ment. The process goes like this: The 
U.S. Department of Justice would be 
given a court order to go after anyone 
guilty of piracy. This would first in-
volve them having an Internet Service 
Provider (ISP), like AT&T or Verizon, 
for instance, block the Domain Name 
Service (DNS) record. To make this 
happen, the ISPs would be made to 
lower their level of security needed to 
verify each site’s identity and protect 
against malicious hackers. Yes, the 
government does want to make the  
Internet even less secure than it is. 

The government also intends to man-
date major search engines like Google, 
Bing and Yahoo de-index an accused 
site from their search results. The 
logic behind this action is that if you 
can’t find the site, you can’t use it for 
illegal means anymore, as well as, if a 
person can’t find the sites to use them 
then the sites will eventually just dis-
appear altogether. The last way that 
they intend to do this is by prohibiting 
any site accused of piracy from doing 
business with other services. This 
means that if you cannot see the sites 
(and this covers a MASS amount of 
the internet including Facebook, Blog-
ger, Google, Tumblr, Myspace, Reddit, 
and many, many others) then you 
can’t see the ads. If you can’t see the 
ads then you can’t purchase anything. 
If you cannot purchase things, then 
the Internet economy stagnates and 
dies. 

However, it’s still not too late to pro-
tect the freedoms that we enjoy every 
day, as most of us spend a lot of time 

on the Internet. We have hope that 
this bill can and will be stopped. This 
month alone there have been black-
outs of several sites that are strongly 
against the bill such as: Wikipedia, 
which I’m sure that colleges every-
where rejoiced over, Google, Tumblr, 
and many other sites. These were 
days when the websites went down 
to show everyone just how serious 
these bills really are. As a result, 
millions of people responded with 
protests, e-mails and phone calls to 
their congressmen, as well as massive 
amounts of social networking to speak 
out against the bills. The problem 
is, all the efforts put forth have not 
stopped the bills, but merely delayed 
them.  The House has pushed back all 
markup, debates, amendments, and 
rewrites for SOPA until February. 
There is no official date beyond that. 
PIPA, on the other hand, failed on 
January 24, 2012 when it was handed 
down to the Senate floor for a vote.

—Addreonna Seger

froM the shelf

theater take

ADDREONNA SEGER
Staff Writer

Movies New & Remakes Take to the Big Screen

leGend of Zelda: skyward 
sword

Skyward Sword is the latest install-
ment in the Legend of Zelda video 
game series which recently celebrated 
its 25th anniversary. This series has 
been running since the 1980s, has 
more than 15 games on more than 
five video gaming consoles, and in the 
opinion of many gamer communities 
has produced one of the best video 
games of all time, Legend of Zelda: 
Ocarina of Time. To say the least, this 
game has a high fan base and high 
standards to live up to. Fortunately, it 
passed with flying colors. With graph-
ics that suit a Zelda game better than 
any other style of its predecessors, 
it shows the game’s effects nicely. 
Added to that is the music, which 

was recorded by the 25th anniversary 
orchestra just for this video game, and 
to say the least, it is amazing and fits 
the game’s style and storyline perfect-
ly. This is the last major game title on 
the Wii before the release of the new 
Wii U this spring. This is ok, because 
Nintendo decided to take the Wii out 
“with a bang” by creating Skyward 
Sword. This is considered one of the 
best Zelda games to ever be released 
only seconded by Ocarina of Time and 
is a must have for any serious Zelda 
fan and anyone else that wants to 
have one last great game before retir-
ing their Wii. 

skyriM
Skyrim is the fifth installment of 

the highly popular series “The Elder 
Scrolls” for Xbox. This game is mas-

sive and that’s just touching the tip of 
the iceberg. With more than 50 hours 
of game play in just the main quest, 
this doesn’t even count the more 
than  500 hours of side quests that 
this game has to offer. It takes place 
in a time much like Mid Evil Earth. 
With monsters such as Mammoths, 
Giants, and witches gamers will have 
plenty on their plate as they try to 
navigate through this massive world. 
Oh, and did I mention the random 
dragons that pop out of the sky right 
on top of you and try to eat you? This 
is guaranteed to happen if you play 
the game. With amazing graphics 
that push even the Xbox to its limits 
and an awesome story line with great 
side quests, it’s no wonder this game 
received “Game of the Year.” This is a 

great game and anyone that has a fair 
amount of free time should definitely 
go and buy this game because it will 
with your boredom.   
call of duty Modern warfare 3

Call of Duty is a huge franchise 
in the video gaming world. They 
changed the face of video games after 
the release of Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare and Modern Warfare 2.  Now 
the makers of Call of Duty are doing 
it again with Modern Warfare 3, the 
“supposed” last game in the Mod-
ern Warfare series. This game has 
not really done anything to improve 
the looks since the last game keep-
ing about the same graphics. But 
in terms of story line and massive 
online multi player they have made 
major upgrades noticeable by any fan 

of this series. This game takes place 
worldwide; you’ll fight battles from 
New York City to Germany, France to 
Africa, and even Russia. It is literally 
World War III as you fight along-
side with the characters you’ve been 
with since the beginning of Modern 
Warfare. Watch as you try to take 
down the dictator responsible for the 
condition the world is in. As always, 
it has an amazing online multi player 
to keep you busy even after you have 
beat the game with added perks to 
help even the newest player have a 
chance at winning. All-in-all, this 
is a great game to end the Modern 
Warfare series and a great buy for 
anybody wanting to have a great time 
closing the series. 

—Tyler Yates

New Game Editions Offer Intriguing Challenges

TYLER YATES
Staff Writer

the hunGer GaMes
In my stumbling over the 

Internet I have found a book 
so amazing that I barely have 
words to describe it. It’s a 
newer book entitled: The Hun-
ger Games. This is probably 
one of the best books written 
since George Orwell’s 1984. 
The story is written much 
like 1984 as well, in the sense 
that everything that goes on 
in a person’s personal life is 
closely watched. The Capitol is 

a lot like Big Brother.  When 
the Games are on, every-
one’s watching . . . everyone. 
Parents, friends, neighbors, 
strangers…all watching people 
kill or be killed.

 The Hunger Games is the 
story of North America after 
the apocalypse. The survivors 
have built a new home for 
themselves and split it into 
13 districts. Only, there were 
uprisings in district 13 because 
they didn’t like the way that 

their leaders were treating 
them. District thirteen was 
obliterated after the rebellion. 
The surviving twelve districts 
have a reaping once a year in 
which they must offer up one 
boy and one girl from ages 
twelve to eighteen from each 
district to have their names 
put in a drawing to go and fight 
for their lives in The Hunger 
Games. What the games are 
essentially a reminder from the 
Capitol that the people will not 

be allowed to start anymore 
uprisings because the capitol is 
too strong and the Games are a 
reminder to the people saying: 
“If we will send your children 
to die, imagine what we’d do to 
you if you decided to go against 
us.” 

The story then focuses on the 
bravery, cunning, and sur-
reptitious nature of a sixteen-
year-old Katniss Everdeen who 
changes the face of the Games 
forever. When her twelve-year 

old sister is called to go and 
fight in the Games Katniss 
offers up herself as tribute, a 
person to go in Prim’s place so 
that Prim doesn’t have to go 
and fight to the death for the 
Game’s ultimate prize: sur-
vival. It’s a very adventurous 
story with a ton of conspiracy, 
action, mystery, suspense, and 
even a little bit of romance. 
This amazing sci-fi novel is 
sure to have readers every-
where captivated and in awe 

of just how much one person 
will take to save everything 
she loves. Katniss must fix the 
problems left behind by dis-
trict thirteen;  she must rise in 
defiance of a Capitol that cares 
more about their appearance 
than their citizens. Katniss 
Everdeen,will become  the girl 
who was on fire.

—Addreonna Seger
Staff Writer

Don’t Miss a Great Read with ‘The Hunger Games’

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor
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RACHEL RAMIREZ/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Moore speaks to ASNEC: Guest speaker Mark Moore FNP, B.S. informed nursing students and mem-
bers of ASNEC about various aspects of how to prevent heart disease and its etilogy. Moore said one 
out of four people will die due to heart disease. He explained modifiable and nonmodifiable risks of heart 
disease and the leading preventive cause of heart disease, which, is smoking, next to it is obesity. As 
Mississippi is known for being the most obese state in the country, this preventive cause should be a 
reminder that people do not have to succumb to heart disease. To prevent obesity, Moore said, “It is not 
the quality of food that you consume, but the quantity. If we ate everything on a saucer plate and exer-
cised at least thirty minutes a day, this could help reduce your risk for heart disease.” As far as heart dis-
ease is concerned, people should follow up with their health care provider and initiate acts of a healthier 
life to prevent this disease that causes so many fatalities. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Newman Club: East Central Community College recently 
announced Newman Club members for 2011-12. The organization 
consists of a group of Catholic students. Members include: (front 
row, from left) Jade Castillo of Morton and Kelsey Hall of Polkville; 
and (back row, from left) Justin McNeal and Sam Irby, both of Mor-
ton. Vice President for Instruction Dr. Lavinia Sparkman serves as 
club sponsor. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Collects Numerous Toys for Tots: LCPL Randy Thornton (right), a Marine based in Jackson, accepts toys and other gifts collected 
from East Central Community College staff and students for the annual Toys for Tots drive sponsored by the College’s Workforce Educa-
tion Division. Making the presentation to Corporal Thornton are Haley Chaney (left) of Newton, Warrior Corps president; and Wayne Eason, 
Director of Workforce Education. Corporal Thornton estimated that ECCC donated more than 700 toys and gifts, the most of any college or 
school in his district.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Practical Nursing Organization: East Central Community College recently announced Practi-
cal Nursing Organization members for 2011-12. The club consists of practical nursing students seeking 
to serve and protect the public promoting quality patient care. Members include: (front row, from left) 
Chiquita Porter, Noxapater; Kristy Bounds, Forest; Kimberly Traxle, Polkville; Allyson Nichols, Morton; 
and Suzy Lan, Philadelphia; (middle row, from left) Jennifer Clark, Louisville; Michelle Call, Meridian; 
Rebecca Estes, Louisville; Lara Elliot, Nanih Waiya; and Morgan Coleman, Carthage; (back row, from 
left) Jennifer Allgood, Meridian; Tina Cargile, Forest; Patience Haynes, Noxapater; and Erin Goldmon, 
Philadelphia. Practical nursing instructors Melanie Pinter, Theresa Cole and Alicia Gatlin serve as club 
sponsors.
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NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, effi cient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety fi rst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to fi nd or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, fl ashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to fi nd the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Greg Holekamp of Tupelo 
was recently selected auto-
motive technology instructor 
at East Central Community 
College, announced Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, ECCC president.

Holekamp, who began his 
new duties on Jan. 6, 2012, 
previously served as a Master 
Certified service technician at 
Belk Ford in Oxford, where he 
was employed since 2006. He 
held the same position at Metro 
Ford in Tupelo from 2001-2006 
and at Starkville Ford, Lincoln, 
Mercury, Inc., from 1998-2001. 

He holds an Associate of 
Applied Science degree in Au-
tomotive Services Technology 
from East Mississippi Com-
munity College in 1999. While 
a student at EMCC, he was a 
member of SkillsUSA and won 
second place in automotive 
technology at state competi-
tion his sophomore year. 

Holekamp has completed 
additional course work in 
Industrial Technology at Mis-
sissippi State University in 
Starkville.

He is married to the former 
Melissa Gainer of Hamilton. 
They have a daughter, Tawnie.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Trustees Honored: Several members of the East Central Community College Board of Trustees 
were recognized for years of service at the Dec. 13, 2011, luncheon/meeting.  Seated from left are Frank 
McCurdy (Scott County Supt. of Education) of Morton, 16 years; Lois Cooper of Madison, formerly of 
Decatur, four years, eight months; and Pat Ross (Newton County Supt. of Education) of Decatur, four 
years. Standing from left are Board Chairman Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth of Lake; George Shaw (Neshoba 
County Supt. of Education) of Philadelphia, three years, four months; Delane Hudson of Louisville, 15 
years; Monte Ladner (Leake County Supt. of Education) of Carthage, four years; and ECCC President 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. The presentations were made in the Molly McGee Gold Room in Mabry Memorial 
Cafeteria. Hudson was among trustees recognized for longtime service at the annual meeting of the 
Mississippi Association of Community College Trustees held in July 2011. He continues to serve as a 
representative from Winston County on the ECCC Board.

Holekamp Named Automotive 
Technology Instructor at EC

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Katrina Bryant Rushford, 
director/instructor of the EMT-
Paramedic Technology Program 
at East Central Community 
College, has successfully com-
pleted the National Emergency 
Medical Services Educator 
Certification examination.

Rushford, who has led ECCC’s 
EMT-Paramedic Technology 
program since 2005, is recog-
nized as the first instructor from 
Mississippi to complete the 
exam and “for achieving a level 
of knowledge and expertise 
that your peers and colleagues 
consider mastery,” according to 
Linda Abrahamson, chairman of 
the NEMSEC Board of Directors.

“It is evident that you are one 
of a group of dedicated profes-
sionals who continuously strive 

for excellence in all you do,” 
Abrahamson stated in a letter 
congratulating Rushford on 
her accomplishment. She also 
praised Rushford “for her dedi-

cation to Emergency Medical 
Services and to the education 
of the selfless individuals who 
strive to help those in need of 
emergency care.” 

Abrahamson noted the mis-
sion of the National Emergency 
Medical Services Educator 
Certification, Inc. (NEMSEC) 
“is to promote excellence in 
EMS education professionals 
through a valid and uniform 
process, which assesses the 
knowledge and skills associated 
with competent, relevant and 
structurally sound educational 
practices.”

In addition to earning EMT-
Paramedic certification, Bryant 
holds bachelor and master’s de-
grees in health related services 
from the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center.

 Rushford Completes EMS Certification
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RUSHFORD

HOLEKAMP

Trustee Officers: Recently 
elected to lead the East Central 

Community College Board of 
Trustees the next two years are 

(from left) Dr. Jimmy Holling-
sworth of Lake, chairman; Jerry 

Smith of Philadelphia, vice chair-
man; and Royce Shaw of Forest, 
secretary. Dr. Hollingsworth has 

served as interim board chair-
man since Sept. 2011 follow-

ing the resignation of longtime 
chairman Prentice Copeland of 
Philadelphia, who continues to 

serve as a Board member. Smith 
is serving his first two-year term 
as vice chairman and Shaw be-
gins his fifth term as secretary. 

Also pictured is ECCC President 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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BY ASHLEY MOORE
STAFF WRITER

On campus, Polly Vaughn 
can be seen actively participat-
ing in everyday college student 
activities. Unless you talked to 
Vaughn, you would never know 
that she is an active young mis-
sionary. After currently traveling 
to East 
Asia, she 
had the 
oppor-
tunity to 
wit-
ness to 
several 
people 
about 
her faith 
and 
spread 
God’s 
mes-
sage. Vaughn started her mis-
sionary work internationally 
during the summer of 2010, 
although her first mission work 
was close to home. After Hur-
ricane Katrina, her youth group 
traveled to the devastated Gulf 
Coast to help with cleanup 
efforts. People often know of 
Vaughn through her dad, the 
Rev. Scott Vaughn. After ask-
ing if her family was part of the 
reason she decided to begin 
missionary work, she replied 
that it was a personal decision. 

“I want to spread God’s word 
because He called me to, not 

because of who my family is,” 
she stated. Her favorite Bible 
verse is Mark 16:15, which in the 
New King James Version reads, 
“And He said to them, ‘Go into 
all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.’” She 
said that this scripture is im-
portant to her because it is the 
reason for her desire to spread 
Jesus’ word. She wants everyone 
to know that everyone is called 
to minister no matter how small 
the mission seems.

“You can minister to people 
in other countries or just down 
the street. Every task done in 
God’s name is great. Missions 
can be smaller scaled than go-
ing to other countries, and it’s 
important that people under-
stand this.” 

Vaughn recently applied for 
Mission Fuge which has been a 
goal of hers for a while.

“I was so excited when I saw 
that the age requirement was 
twenty one! I was like ‘Yes! I can 
finally apply for this!’”

While Vaughn has been to 
three countries, she did say 
that funds are not always easy 
to come up with. In fact, the 
money that these trips require 
holds many of those called to 
do missionary work back. She 
did say that God provides the 
funds in time. Her parents and 
friends are supportive as well 
as total strangers. She was able 
to use Facebook on her last trip 
to keep in touch with friends 

and family, but she has to be 
careful what she puts on social 
networks. Most websites are 
monitored at all times to check 
for people who are spreading 
God’s word so that they can 
catch and stop their acts.

Her advice on ministering to 
peers is to be the best example 
one can be, and it’s not so much 
to tell others, but to show others 
God’s love and work in one’s life. 

“Always let your light shine,” 
she says.

1 Corinthians 9:16 says, “If I 
proclaim the message, it’s not 
to get something out of it for 
myself. I’m compelled to do it, 
and I’m doomed if I don’t.” This 
scripture has recently been laid 
upon her heart and describes 
her journey with Christ per-
fectly. 

When Megan Edwards, 
another active missionary who 
can be found on EC’s campus, 
was asked what missions meant 
to her, she replied, “Lost people 
don’t realize the true meaning 
of the word ‘missions.’ 

We are all called as Christians 
to be witnesses of His love and 
share the hope of salvation. 
You don’t have to go to another 
country and plant a church or 
hand out Bibles to be doing 
missions. Sometimes it’s even 
as simple as sharing the Word 
with a stranger or even show-
ing God’s love to your already 
Christian neighbor.”

Edwards has always had a 

special place in her heart for 
missionaries. She told me that 
she knows that Christians have 
many different ways that they 
serve, but she has a certain re-
spect for people who choose to 
pack up and leave their families 
to go share the Gospel with the 
world. 

“Everyone’s not meant to do 
that, but I know that it’s defi-
nitely a calling that I have. I’ve 
always loved to travel, so seeing 
the world and experiencing 
all the different cultures while 
spreading the Good News about 
Jesus Christ would just be a 
dream come true for me. I really 
just want to help people, so if 
that means that I need to go to 
a third world country to do that, 
then send me, Lord. I’ll go.”

A verse close to her heart is 

Isaiah 6:8. It says, “Then I heard 
the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?’” When she heard 
this she thought, “Here am I. 
Send me!” 

Doing missions, both na-
tionally and internationally, is 
something she’s very serious 
about. She plans to go William 
Carey University with a major in 
religion and a minor in missions.

“I haven’t been on very 
many mission journeys, and 
only one international one, 
but I’ve learned so much while 
being on them. When I went 
to China over Christmas break 
this past year, it was definitely a 
life-changing experience, and 
I loved every minute of it. I’d 
been overseas before, but not 
to share the Gospel. It’s so hard 

for Christians over there, but the 
HUNGER and passion that I saw 
that they had for the Word was 
just uncanny. That was probably 
the thing that stuck out most to 
me. They knew they were taking 
a risk, but most of them are so 
strong about it. Here in America, 
we don’t see that passion as 
much, and it breaks my heart. 
We have so many opportuni-
ties to worship freely and most 
of us just completely take it for 
granted. It’s really sad.

“As I said before, I know not 
everyone is meant to do mis-
sions, but I strongly urge anyone 
that has even the smallest de-
sire to go, to go. Take a chance 
and go. God could teach you so 
many amazing things. He’s not 
looking for your ability. It’s your 
availability that’s important.”

VAUGHN,  ASHLEY BARNETT, EDWARDS

Vaughn, Edwards on Missions
EXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS

ASHLEY MOORE
Staff Writer

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i

The University of Mississippi does not discriminate against any student protected by law based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, or genetic information.

Community 
College 
SCholarShip 

D a y

SaturDay, april 21, 2012
Admitted community college students with at least a 3.0 GPA and 48 transferable 
community college hours are invited to Community College Scholarship Day on the 
Ole Miss campus. The program will include:
•	 Campus	tours		 	 	 •			Financial	aid	session
•	 Scholarship	interviews		 	 •			Student	panel	discussion
•	 Academic	fair

Interviews will be conducted to award the following scholarships: 
•	  Community College Leadership Scholarships valued at $1,000 per year for two years
•	  Lyceum Scholar Awards valued at full resident tuition per year for two years
•	 	Luckyday University Scholarships valued at up to $4,600 per year for two years

For registration and more information, go to www.olemiss.edu/admissions/visit, or contact  
Jason McCormick or Ty Allushuski, community college admissions counselors, at 662-915-7226.

Office	of	Admissions	and	Enrollment	Services	•	(662)	915-7226	or	1-800-OLE-MISS
toll-free in Mississippi
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Students named to the 2011 
fall semester honor roll, which 
includes those selected to the 
President’s List, Dean’s List and 
Honorable Mention List, have 
been announced at East Central 
Community College, according 
to David Case, Director of Ad-
missions, Records and Research.

PRESIDENT’S LIST
Those named to the Presi-

dent’s List, students with a 4.0 
grade point average, include 
the following:

CLARKE: Sydney Rae Mosley, 
Shubuta;

HINDS: Jesse Guy Blakemore, 
Jackson;

JASPER: Catherine Tribble, 
Rose Hill;

KEMPER: Jacob V. Luke, Pres-
ton;

LAUDERDALE: Hannah Nicole 
Cade and Chelsea Alysse Jones, 
both of Collinsville; Summer 
E. Hodge and Shelby Taylor 
Powell, both of Meridian; and 
Michael A. Hopson, Scooba;

LEAKE: Lindsey Renee Ad-
ams, Wendy McCracken Burns, 
Dustin Lamar Cullen, Barbara 
Jean Hodges, Kimberly Ladalya 
Johnson, Sonya D. Jones-
Jenkins, Justin Hollis Kittrell, 
Lakecia Ann McQueen, Heather 
Marie Smith and Karli Dani-
elle Withers, all of Carthage; 
Meghan Alaina Johnson, 
Shelby Lynne Johnston, Layna 
Michelle Phillips and Denise 
Patrica Townsend, all of Lena; 
Wanda Diana Harrison and Erin 
Leigh Thornton, both of Walnut 
Grove;

MADISON: Madeline Jean 
Potter and Ruby Olivia Potter, 
both of Flora;

MARION: Haleigh Elizabeth 
Parker, Foxworth;

MONROE: Kelsi Taylor Wat-
son, Smithville;

NESHOBA: Eli Isadore 
Tubby, Choctaw; Jerrie De-
nise Boatright, Nicholas Elijah 
Chunn, Michael Ryan Clark, 
Eunice Charlene Estes, Lajoya 
Keana Griffin, Bonnie Ann 
Hedgepeth, Sharon Eileen 
Hobby, Charles Cory Kilpatrick, 
Valerie Nicole Lillis, Leigh Al-
lyson Loper, Kayleigh Graceson 
McCool, Caleb Parnell McKee, 
Misty Marie McLaurin, Audrey 
Denise Moody, Donald Ethan 
Pendergrass, Lindsy Dawn 
Renfrow, Sophia F. Riley, James 
Demond Savage, Sara Beth 
Schwebel, Cydney Alexandria 
Stuart, Savannah Echele Stuart-
Dahl, Alexandra Therrell Weir 
and Travis C. Willis, all of Phila-
delphia; James Richard Cum-
berland, Jamie L. Elliott, Glenda 
Karen Gardner, David R. Hardy, 
Paula Danielle Pierce, Robyn 
Taqui Seals and Bailee Michele 
Viverette, all of Union;

NEWTON: Kelsi Renee Shel-
ley, Patrick Aaron Sistrunk 
and Christy Ann Williams, 
all of Conehatta; Edward J. 
Boudreaux, Anneye Darraine 
Davidson, Hannah Ruby Farmer, 
Audrey Claire Tadlock, Adrienne 
Kelsey Tadlock and Paula Joy 
Vaughn, all of Decatur; Kam-
eron Jean’Nea Boulton and 
Blake Austin Cochran, both of 
Hickory; Amy Joy Seibel, Law-
rence; Sandra Elizabeth Alexan-
der, Cindy H. Tucker and Jessica 
Leighanne Wright, all of Little 
Rock; Olivia Irene Capetillo, 
Ladarian Leshun Johnson, Karri 
Elizabeth Maran Miller and Ma-
gen Pearl Pierce, all of Newton; 
Andrew Talbert Hanna, Aubrie 
Elise Howell, Jennifer Marie 
Knight, Brooke Nicole Livings-
ton and Karen C. Townsend, all 
of Union;

NOXUBEE: Barbara Dianne 
Primas, Shuqualak;

RANKIN: Tiffany B. Fletcher, 
Brandon;

SCOTT: Ashli Briana Bell, Dan-
iel Hernandez Chim, Megan Ol-
ivia Everett, Dustin Cane Phillips 

and Amanda Marie Williamson, 
all of Forest; Emily Elizabeth 
Marler and Justin Devon Run-
nels, both of Morton;

SMITH: Billy Joe Clark, Tay-
lorsville;

WINSTON: Lucas Cade Cal-
vert, Katrina Combest, Frederick 
Delon Hampton, Zach Walker 
McGarr, Madison Claire Now-
ell, Stephanie Sophia Owens, 
Raychal Ann Reed, Tate William 
Rogers and Lori Marie Young, 
all of Louisville; Kelvin Lavorn 
Ball, McCool; Morgan Brock 
McDaniel and Stephanie Paige 
Swindle, both of Noxapater; and 
Rachel Elaine Sharp, Sturgis; 
and

ALABAMA: Kaetlen Melissa 
Brown, Deatsville; Adam Asbury 
Blair, Northport; Tenna LeAnn 
Patterson, Rogersville.

DEAN’S LIST           
The Dean’s List includes 

the following students who 
achieved a 3.5 or above grade 
point average.

ATTALA: Coy Richard Soren-
son, Kosciusko;

CHOCTAW: Kuianna Dell 
Hayes, Ackerman; Lakeadra 
Taira Coffey and Charlean Glass, 
both of McCool;

CLARKE: Haylee Nicole 
Roberts, Enterprise; Raychaz 
Deshawn Gray, Quitman;

COPIAH: Latongie Michelle 
Watson, Hazlehurst;

JASPER: Verne Zachary 
Brown, Paulding; Kyle Louis 
Alexander, Rose Hill;

JONES: Anna Rebecca Wal-
ters, Laurel;

KEMPER: Sharon Rena O’Neal  
and Cheryl M. Scott, both of 
DeKalb; Brenda Faye Bryant and 
Barbara Rebecca Granger, both 
of Scooba;

LAMAR: Daniel Justin Harris, 
Sumrall;

LAUDERDALE: Tarra Elise 
Gibson, Bailey; Jessie Ray Arm-
strong and Katherine Nichole 
Sullivan, both of Collinsville; Ir-
vin Chamberlain, Wesley Abram 
Clark, Lydia Loraine Cook, Kathy 
Ann Granger, Courtney Danielle 
Mackey and Triana Laprincess 
Parker, all of Meridian; Kimberly 
Denise Terrell, Toomsuba;

LEAKE: Richard Alan Ain-
sworth, Ericia Lauren Blanton, 
Cindy Kay Burnside, Kati Ann 
Gill, Deanna Melanie Hernan-
dez, Paul Ray Johnson, Stephen 
Hunter Mayo, Erin Brooke 
Moore, Ashley Elizabeth Moore, 
Dakota W. Morris, Tyler Jordan 
Neal, Christina LeeAnna Nollie, 
LaTia DeShae Peavy, Kara Nicho-
le Pitts, Benjamin Cain Prestage, 
Crystal Dawn Roland, Christina 
Blair Wallace, Jenny Catherine 
Wilbanks and Augustus Chad 
Wilcher, all of Carthage; Haelie 
Kathleen Allen, Ashley Nichole 
Glaze and Lacie Nicole Sessums, 
all of Lena; Lauren Pamela Da-
vidson, Caitlan Marie Dearman, 
Jeremy Scott Denson, Victoria 
Michelle Moore, and Anita Kaye 
Wysocki, all of Walnut Grove;

NESHOBA: Jeanie Lynn Allen, 
Brittany Nicole Boatner, Hannah 
Kirby Case, Jordan Elizabeth 
Clearman, Nancy Renee Coats, 
Shamiski Zamorian Collier, 
Lauren Lana Daniels, Kathryn 
Nichole Dowdy, Hayley Brooke 
Driskell, Adrienne Nicole Ed-
wards, Robyn Kathleen Fanning, 
Melissa Nannette Farmer, Amy 
Marie Fiegenschue, Sabrina 
Michelle Foster, Kenneth Lane 
Herrin, Donna Leann Hickman, 
Jessica Michelle Jones, Alyssa 
Nicole Kilpatrick, Brittany Lane 
King, Kelsey Nicole Lewis, San-
dra Darlene Lyons, Eden Nicole 
McGee, Carrie Lynn McLemore, 
William Lundy Meruvia, Ka-
tie Elaine Mills, Allison Leigh 
Perry, Drew Lewis Pfeifer, Hailey 
Suzanne Rhodes, Bobbi Jo 
Schwebel, Karla Denese Seales, 
Dylan Burt Sparnecht, Chesney 
Kayla Spence, Terrance Adol-
phus Steele, Whitney Lauren 
Stokes, Will Thomas Stokes, 

Nathan Tanner Stone, Mary 
Katelyn Thompson, Katherine 
Lynn Upchurch, Dakota Mi-
chelle Vowell and Rachel Young, 
all of Philadelphia; Robert 
Eugene Baker, Hannah Faye Ber-
ryhill, Christine Camille Camp, 
Jennifer Marie Felton, Tanner 
Jacob Fortenberry, Tyler Jen-
nings Gilmore, Jessica Haleigh 
Graham, Kourtney Shea John-
son, Holly Nicole Jones, Brittany 
Danielle Mallory, Marlee Shayne 
Massey, Jamie Lee Mayfield, Lo-
ren Elizabeth Pullin, Corie Maine 
Skinner, Breanna Marie Terrell, 
Jonathan C. Warren, Jacob Rob-
ert Wiggs and Tiffany Nichole 
Smith, all of Union;

NEWTON: Brandon Lee Davis 
and Denise Marcel Glover, both 
of Chunky; Karen Denise Hall, 
Darin Ryan Hillman, Jacob Alan 
King, Dana Loraine McKee and 
Audriann Thomas, all of Cone-
hatta; Matthew David Brown, 
Jeremy Alexander Carson, Nikki 
Lynn Cumberland, Kimberly 
Eloise Eshee, Chelsy Lynne Ezell, 
Melissa Claire Griffin, Tiana Lynn 
Grover, Jesse Lee Holloway, 
Edward Holmes, Alexandra Kai-
tlyn Jones, Kirby Newell Keith, 
Shanna Marie Kirkland, Guy 
Durand Loper, Whitney Lynn 
Myers, Kalvin T. Smith, Brittany 
Jaleesa Smith and Robert Hugh 
Wyatt, all of Decatur; Patti Mi-
chelle Ethridge, Julien Laurent 
Gillis, Joseph Prentiss Lawson, 
Christopher Jake Morgan and 
John Garyth West, all of Hickory; 
Melissa Darlene Simmons, 
Lake; Lynford Martin Seibel and 
Tiffany Nicole Watkins, both 
of Lawrence; James Charles 
Colvin, Olivia Lauren Harrison 
and Heather Leigh Roebuck, all 
of Little Rock; Krystle Danielle 
Bender, Mattie Louise Berry, 
Judson Gary Bounds, Michael 
Allen Buntyn, Leslie Ann Craw-
ford, Charles Edward Curry, Di-
ane Turner Foy, Angela Natasha 
Jones, Aristotle Sanchez Love, 
Jason Roy Mann, Wanda Rena 
McKee, Marquita  McLaurin, 
Julie K. Myers, Danielle Nicole 
Shelley, Ammon SethTherrien, 
Nolan Hendrix Thorne and 
Deborah Jones Williams, all of 
Newton; Ava Marie Adkins and 
Richard Colin Braxton, both of 
Union;

PERRY: Shawn Anthony Wise-
man, Richton;

SCOTT: Tyeisha Arrial Ander-
son, Cheonchet L. Andrews, 
Jessica Kay Barnett, Justin E. 
Collins, Freniben J. Desai, Sha-
quille T. Evans, Edward C. Gad-
dis, Lindsay Alane Gibbs,Tammy 
Malyn Graham, Sharonda N. 
James, Ashlee Elizabeth Lee, 
Amber Faith McDaniel, Shaki 
Shalone McLaurin, Kristen G. 
Nettles, Percy Wilson Parker, 
Christopher Ray Pittman, 
Catrinda Niocle Ryan and Jerri 
Suzanne Settlemire, all of For-
est; Hannah Laree Clay,Clarence 
Edward Creel,  Jacob Clark 
Emmons, Tiffany C. Gardner, 
Pheanice Hamm-Brown, Devyn 
Kendra Hughes, Chelsea Leanne 
McMillan, Shelby Lea Parkman 
and Andreal Channel Ross, all 
of Lake; Taylor Melissa Lynch, 
Colby Drew Maner, Holli Virginia 
Nutt and Kiara Nishea Owens, 
all of Morton; Anna Marie 
Leach, Sebastopol;

SMITH: Austin Grant Conn, 
Mize; Ivory Summer Weldon, 
Pulaski;

TUNICA: Stephen Daniel 
Gray, Tunica;

WINSTON: Jamal Rafeal Bates, 
Trent Lee Boswell, Patricia Ann 
Bragg, Channing Flynt Bucklew, 
Brittany Leigh Burton, Jocelyn 
Lashara Coleman, Courtney 
K. Cravens, Matthew Rural 
Dempsey, Ashley Brook Dicker-
son, Candace Noel Duran, Kristi 
Michelle Fulcher, Skky Brittany 
Glass, Natunya Koshunya Glenn, 
Erin Rachel Hathorn, Patience 
Deirra Haynes, Evan Wade 
Humphries, Jacob Olen John-

son, John Wesley Kight, Robbie 
Morgen Moffitt, Tommy B. G. 
Russell, Ryan Mathis Shotts, 
Chandler LaRoss Smith, Drew 
Thomas Smith, Brock Kendall 
Ward, Maggie Elizabeth Watson 
and David Patrick Wylie, all of 
Louisville; Sarah Jean Orr, Taylor 
Jessica Smith, and Alyse Nicole 
Webb, all of Noxapater;

ALABAMA: Frank James Har-
ris, Lisman; Kalik LaJarius May, 
Northport;

LOUISIANA: Miguel Alberto 
Medrano, Gonzales;

TENNESSEE: Holly Elizabeth 
Doyle, Ramer;

PUERTO RICO: Fernando  
Gonzalez, and Carlos Jose Leal, 
both of Guaynabo;

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 
Rubert Johan Alcantara, Santo 
Domingo;
HONORABLE MENTION

The following students were 
named to the Honorable Men-
tion List and earned a 3.0 or 
above grade point average:

CHOCTAW: Stanetta Denise 
Fair and Lawanda Tuniece 
Miller, both of Ackerman;

 CLARKE: William P. Thomas, 
Collinsville; Tamara Delynn Pit-
tman, Enterprise; Natalia Maria 
Jones and Jessica Lapreal Rush-
ing, both of Pachuta; Elizabeth 
Marie Satcher, Quitman;    

 HARRISON: Blake Edward 
Dubuisson, Long Beach;

 HINDS: Alantha Lekeisha 
Hunley, Jackson;

 JACKSON: Nicholas Cove 
Hodges and Jared Wesley Sey-
mour, both of Vancleave;

 JASPER: Heather Leann 
Downs, Adreanna Shuntae 
Gammage and Mallory Chris-
tina Holder, all of Bay Springs; 
Lindsey Amanda Dolan, Louin; 
Sean Kade Boatwright, Mon-
trose; Cara Leigh Germany, Rose 
Hill;

 KEMPER: Roderick Travell 
Granger, Scooba; Kelsie Sher-
lene Boykin, Lara Nichole Elliot, 
Matthew G. Mitchell and  Ruby 
Lynette Stewart, all of Preston;

 LAUDERDALE: Michelle 
Leigh Call, Demetrius Dewayne 
Clay, Rickardo Camondrae 
Fields, Jonathan Matthew Gra-
ham, Derricas Martin, Stephanie  
Nelson Williams, Thomas Elliot 
Owen, Brittany Diane Pounders, 
Alesha Gail Stennis, Meissa D. 
Thomas, Angela L. Walker and 
Cynthia Evonne Williams, all of 
Meridian;

 LEAKE: Haden Austin Boze-
man, Mary Elizabeth Burnside, 
Morgan Elizabeth Coleman, 
India L. Dickerson, Evan Clay 
Dowell, Jacob Moray Frasier, 
Hunter Blake Grundy, James 
Matthew Hanna, Keeonia An-
thonique Henry, Kenzey Raquel 
Kahn, Amanda Mae Kelleher, 
Matthew Brooks Kimble, 
Alexandria Elizabeth Kirby, Hill-
ary Nichole Kitchens, Martha 
Brittany Martin, Ioshore Quisha 
May, Meghan Ashley McIntosh, 
Catherine Clair Moore, Joshua 
Taylor Peoples, Keith Maurice 
Phillips, Kimberly Gabrielle 
Ramsey, Thomas Joseph Reeves, 
Ashley Leann Rogers, Amber 
Brooke Roland, Brandon Mi-
chael Sellers, Mikhail Mickey 
Serio, Danny Carl Smith, Antho-
ny Chanss Thaggard and Erin 
Denise Wooten, all of Carthage; 
Ryan Brooks Sessums and Holly 
Rachel Wade, both of Lena; Cyn-
thia Denise Carter, Joseph Cyrus 
Carter, Corey Lee Cremeen, 
Brigitte Tara Fisher, Tommy Lee 
Frazier, Lance Mark Jones, Mary 
Kathryn Loper, Candace Mae 
Marchant, William Turner Ste-
vens and Brian Andrew Yates, 
both of Walnut Grove;

 LOWNDES: Johnny B 
Beamon and John McGee Led-
better, both of Columbus;

 MADISON: Stephanie Kay 
Oscar, Canton;

 MONTGOMERY: Timothy 
Jacob Carpenter, Winona;

  NESHOBA: Chandell Lane 

Willis, Choctaw; Rachel Jacleen 
Alexander, Kayla Michelle 
Alexander, Dylan Wayne Alford, 
Brandon Tyler Anderson, Lance 
Colby Barrett, Katelyn Emalee 
Bennett, Heather Lee Clark, Jase 
Lee Copeland, Ruben Cruz, Vick-
ye Jean Davis, Amanda Brooke 
Davis, Sheldon Deangelo 
Donald, Colton Mitchell Eakes, 
Tausha Renee Evans, Patrice 
Glennette Fielder, Jessie Lee 
Flake, Robert A. Flake, Dustin 
Blake Floyd, Celeste Holly 
Friesner, Bailey Kathleen Go-
forth, Blake Ryan Gordon, Anna 
Alexa Graham, Preston Ross 
Gray, Robert Lenzy Greer, Lisa D. 
Hoskins, Felicia Jacnelle Howell, 
Jayden Luke Jenkins, Whitney 
Michelle Jenkins, Lacey Jo John-
son, Byron Kasey Johnson, Truitt 
James Kilgore, Suzy Johnson 
Lane, Tanner Robert McGee, 
Ouida Lia Meruvia, Shana Ann 
Monroe, Josh C Morgan, Tiffany 
Michelle Neese, Dylan Scott 
Peden, Tegan Renee Pettis, 
Jean Marie Pfeifer, Kristy Maree 
Posey, Elizabeth Charlene Pre-
witt, Marlee Catherine Rhodes, 
Kawnee’A Marie Richardson, 
Britany Storm Shuck, Kimberly 
J. Thomas, Jacob Dwight Tindol, 
Meagan Brittany Warren and 
Andrea Michelle Yeager, all of 
Philadelphia; Amanda Nichole 
Barnett, Tiffany Joann Benson, 
Byron Lee Bozeman, Kayla 
Brooke Burton, Ashley Nicole 
Butler, Holly Deanna Rose 
Coats, Megan Elizabeth Dollar, 
Michelle Dalene Fender, Shelby 
Leigh Hall, Nigel Bodae Hunter, 
Megan E. Montgomery, Alice 
Shadai Pinkston, Chelsea Ann 
Ricamore, Breanna Neshelle 
Sheely and Nikki Lynn Slade, all 
of Union;

 NEWTON: Jake Alexander 
Cain and Jason C. Petro, both 
of Chunky;  Laryssa Jo Gonza-
lez, Leandrea Shanell Morris, 
Anna Elizabeth Morrow, Twana 
Renee Polk and Laken Molliann 
Vaughn, all of Conehatta; Jon 
Marie Baucum, Royce Chris-
topher Beckham, Kayla Rose 
Brown, Tonya Levera Davis, Cay-
la Danielle Engle, Robert Kelly 
Espey, Tiffany Lauren Ferguson, 
Jennifer Diahann Ferguson, 
Justin Taylor Gates, Anastasia B. 
Holloway, Michaela Lasha Lee, 
Alexander Joseph Lee, Kelsie 
Rae Mann, Algie Wayne Mapp, 
Kenneth Lynn Massey, Andrea 
Lynee McSwain, Lindsey Brooke 
Miller, Cassandra Paige Munn, 
Katie Elizabeth Reeves, Tyler 
Jacob Reeves, Carrie Elizabeth 
Rushing, Coby Wayne Smiley, 
Andrew Scott Smith, Susan 
Raye Tillmon and Tyler Lewis 
Yates, all of Decatur; Matthew 
Thomas Blackwell, Tadarina 
Deshun Foster and Melissa 
Joanne Manues, all of Hickory; 
Dominique Anxwanette Evans, 
Marcus Eugene Gardner, Lauren 
Elizabeth Lurk and Stevie Gail 
Pace, all of Lawrence; Tyler Lynn 
Alexander, Cassie Jo Clearman, 
Cory Lee Fitzgerald, Timmie Tal-
bert Ivey, William Caleb Raines, 
Mitch Brannon Shoemake, 
Connie F. Swift, Savannah Lynn 
Vance and Ashley Elise Walker, 
all of Little Rock; Kiesha Latrice 
Beason, Nyiesha Antonia Bolds, 
Richmond Brandon Caraway, 
Haley Nicole Chaney, Keyairra 
Lachelle Chapman, Monica C. 
Chapman, Robin Renee Coker, 
Anthony Ryan Collins, Monte 
Letrell Davis, Hailey Rebecca 
Dunavant, Shannon Louise 
Gallaspy, Emily Dawn Lucy, Lee 
Turnage McDill, Sonya Letitia 
McKee, Lance Lorenzo Pruitt, 
Victoria Lauren Shimfessel, 
Jackson Randall Therrien and 
Javossiya Lequeka Walker, all 
of Newton; Devonna Simone 
Gilmer, Heather Dawn Goodin, 
Yevonna Letreese Jackson, 
Eloise McBeath, Haley Nicole 
Mitchell, Sannella Renee Payton 
and Mallory Peyton Williams, all 
of Union;

 NOXUBEE: Margaret Kendall 
Taylor, Brooksville; Christopher 
Kevin Newman, Shuqualak;

 RANKIN: James Robert 
Parker and Sarah Catherine Pet-
tus, both of Brandon; Zachary 
M. Pendleton, Jackson; Clayton 
Everett Aikens, Drew Ashton 
Norman, Ryne Kurt Riebock and 
Bryor-Codie Windham Shorter, 
all of Florence; Nancy Paula 
Jimenez, Pearl;

 SCOTT: Crystal Denise 
Anderson, Emily Nichole Aust, 
Shyanna Kordae Bell, Megan 
Elizabeth Boswell, Kristy Ro-
shelia Bounds, Ornisha Mozell 
Brown, Justin Baker Cabe, 
Brittney Ann Darby, Ravikumar 
J. Desai, Tiffany Michelle Dozier, 
Kayla Nicole Everett, Colton 
Wayne Gibbs, Christy M’Lee 
Gibbs, Lydia Catherine Hender-
son, Rosalia  Hernandez Chim, 
Jessica Annette King, Gwendo-
lyn Annette Loper, Tara Danielle 
Martin, Shelby McMillan Patter-
son, Danielle Brooke Pettigrew, 
Benjamin Michael Reiss, Titania 
Sherika Robinson, Larissa Tierra 
Ryans, Mason Grant Shelley, 
Deangelo M. Shepherd, Keli 
Suzanne Thornton and Randy 
Keith Thrash, all of Forest; 
Sannitara Mechelle Carr, Ja-
son Craig Gibbs, India Naomi 
Gilbert, Amy Elizabeth Gilbert, 
Delvegas Champion Gray, Phe-
anele  Hamm-Brown, Christo-
pher Dent Kelly, Perry Hillman 
Stroud, Allison Laine Taylor and 
Ashley Nicole Wash, all of Lake; 
Rebekah Buck Alawine, Jade 
Brenda Castillo, Jordan Leigh 
Grant, Kelsey Elizabeth Hall, 
Samuel David Irby, Anna Alicia 
Morado, Charlie Guy Sledge, 
Kimberly Ann Traxler and Nakia 
Tamika White, all of Morton; 
Kristen Lee Williams, Lawrence;

 SIMPSON: Hunter Stevens 
Brooks, Mendenhall;

 SMITH: Zachary Andrew 
Conn, Mize; Carly Joyce Barnes, 
George Wesley Harrison, 
Ashleigh Brooke Hutson and 
Myrna Susan Parkman, all of 
Pulaski; Delphine Edwards, 
Matthew Dalton McCallum 
and Aubree Loryn Middleton, 
all of Raleigh; Shakeela Denise 
Flournoy, Taylorsville;

 TUNICA: Walter Freeman 
Gray, Tunica;

 WEBSTER: Jose Roberto Aju 
Tzunun, Eupora;

 WINSTON: Kendrick Ball, 
Amanda Chaise Barrett, San-
tana Latrice Carter, Linda Kay 
Christian, Jennifer Carol Clark, 
Cody Patrick Collins, Rebekah 
Reigh Crocker, Cory Jamison 
Goodin, Bailey Marie Hartness, 
Morgan Tabor Hillhouse, Hillary 
Elaine Hobby, Samantha Brooke 
Holdiness, Joshua Grant Jones, 
Katelyn Suzanne Jordan, Chris-
topher M. Mays, David Matthew 
McAdory, Cottrell Deshawn 
Miller, Cody Lamar Parkes, 
Alexis Nikole Prisock, Allison 
Renee Rogers, Becky Gene Watt 
and Ashley Nicole Wood, all of 
Louisville; Metreck Juwan Ball, 
India Lee Ball, Deonta Roshod 
Hawthorne, Quinn’Toya Wykei-
sha Miller, all of McCool; John 
Wilburn Bane, Rebecca Caroline 
Barrier, Mary Kathryn Boswell, 
Cody Lee Boyette, Jamone 
Jashay Moore and Alexandria 
Prezley Thomas, all of Noxapa-
ter;

 ALABAMA: Elisabeth Ann 
Mayes, Jacksonville; Andre 
Juwan Lucious, Ralph; Brenda 
Marie Brunson, Cuba; Ariel Sade 
Merriweather, Tuscaloosa;

 ARKANSAS: Daniel Lane 
Watkins, Springdale;

 GEORGIA: Tyrone  Williams, 
Thomasville;

 LOUISIANA: Mary Elizabeth 
Sanders, Vidalia;

 SOUTH CAROLINA: Kory 
Travis Brown, Monks Corner;

 TENNESSEE: Payton Davis 
Campbell, Memphis; and

 PUERTO RICO: Ricardo Fran-
cisco Velez, San Juan.

ECCC Announces Fall Semester Honor Roll
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BY CLAIRE TADLOCK
Staff Writer

Christmas, Easter, Indepen-
dence Day, Thanksgiving, and 
other American holidays are 
known for their significant 
historic 
value. 
Valen-
tine’s 
Day is 
a dif-
ferent 
story. 
This ro-
mantic 
holi-
day’s 
his-
tory is a 
mystery 
to most 
people. The symbolism of the 
holiday is love, but who desig-
nated February 14 and why?

When East Central students 
were questioned about the 
history behind Valentine’s Day, 
puzzled looks covered their 
faces. Many did not have a clue 
how to respond, so instead 
they gave their best guess.  

 Sade Simmons, East Central 
sophomore, said, “No, I don’t 
know the history behind Val-
entine’s Day, but to me, Valen-
tine’s represents love. It’s a day 
that you recognize the people 
that you love. In the past, it was 
known for the male recogniz-
ing the female, but that has 
changed. Now, both partners 
and friends receive gifts or 
recognition.”

When a group of students 
were asked their knowledge of 
the holiday, Jamie Mayfield, a 
sophomore, spoke up, “From 
what I remember, there was 
a man named Valentine who, 
I think, was a monk or some-
thing along those lines, and he 
would pass love letters back 
and forth for lovers.”

Tyler Yates, Claire Griffin, 
and Holli Nutt pondered the 
question as a group. When 
they talked it through with 
each other, they came up with 
this amusing explanation, “Two 
people fell in love. Then they 
took all that love and made 
a baby named Valentine. He 
grew up and was a ‘lover and 
not a fighter.’ So the Pope 

named a day after him because 
of Valentine’s love for every-
one.”

The truth be told, there 
is no certain answer of how 
or why the romantic holiday 
originated, but historians have 
their theories. The most popu-
lar legend is the story of Saint 
Valentine in which the holiday 
is named after. The romantic 
aspect of this story holds the 
public’s favoritism.

The legend goes that dur-
ing the third century, Roman 
Emperor Claudius II was as-
sembling an army to fight for 
Rome. He expected young men 
to volunteer for his superior 
army and when they did not, 
he was infuriated. The men 
that did fight did so half-heart-
edly because they were home-
sick and missed their wives and 
children. Claudius II concluded 
that the young men would be 
much more willing to fight if 
they were not married, so he 
outlawed marriage in Rome. 

Saint Valentine was a priest 
during this time and felt 
that outlawing marriage was 
wrong. Secretly, Saint Valentine 

defied Claudius II and married 
young lovers. When Claudius II 
discovered the priest’s actions, 
he sentenced Saint Valentine 
to death. 

While imprisoned, Saint 
Valentine supposedly fell in 
love with a young, beautiful 
woman, who was said to have 
been the jailor’s daughter. 
This woman would visit Saint 
Valentine everyday leading up 

to his death. 
Around 270 A.D on Febru-

ary 14, Saint Valentine slipped 
a note to his love in which he 
signed “from your Valentine” 
before being put to death. 

Other theories go that Val-
entine’s Day was created in an 
effort for the Roman Catholic 
Church to Christianize the pa-
gan Lupercalia fertility festival. 
Also in ancient Rome, February 
was the official beginning of 

spring and purification. Pope 
Gelasius declared February 14 
St. Valentine’s day around 498 
A.D. 

The origins of Valentine’s 
Day may be a mystery, but the 
intentions behind it are very 
clear. This day is dedicated to 
the love shared throughout the 
world. History varies in beliefs, 
actions, and cultures, but love 
remains constant.

SPEACIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Adkins Receives Who’s Who 
Honor at ECCC: East Central 
Community College sophomore 
Ava Marie Adkins of Union was 
among students recently named 
to Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Junior Colleges. 
Students are chosen for the 
prestigious honor based on their 
academic achievement and 
involvement in extracurricular 
clubs and activities.

Love Remains Constant 

CLAIRE TADLOCK/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Holli Nutt and Claire Griffin complete Tyler Yates’ heart.

CLAIRE TADLOCK/ 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Sade Simmons takes a photo 
after expessing her answer.

SPEACIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Musicians Selected for All-State Band: These members of the East Central Community College Wall O’ Sound Band were recently selected to participate in the 2012 
Mississippi Community/Junior College All-State Band Clinic, which will be held February 9-11 at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. Pictured are (from left) 
Daniel Kersgaard of Morton, Jesse Armstrong and Hannah Cade, both of West Lauderdale; and Jason Mann and Tyler Yates, both of Newton County. Thomas W. Carson 
serves as Director of Bands and Ed Girling is assistant director.

ECCC Students Selected for Who’s Who: These 
students at East Central Community College were 
recently named to Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Community/Junior Colleges for 2011-12. 
Students were nominated by faculty and staff and 
are chosen based on academic achievement and 
involvement in extracurricular clubs and organiza-
tions. Pictured are (first row, from left) Megan Dollar, 
Union; Haelie Allen, Lena; Whitney Stokes, Phila-
delphia; Tyler Reeves and Edward Holmes, both of 
Decatur; Alyse Webb, Noxapater; Madison Nowell, 
Louisville; Emily Lucy, Newton; Danielle Pierce, 
Union; Raychal Reed, Louisville; Hannah Clay, 
Lake; Andrea McSwain, Decatur; and Wendy Barns 
and Christina Nollie, both of Carthage; (second 
row, from left) Kalvin Smith, Decatur; Lillian Curry, 
Newton; Kelsi Watson, Smithville; Layna Phillips, 
Lena; Kristen Grace Nettles, Forest; Ashley Walker, 
Little Rock; Samantha Holdiness, Louisville; Krystle 
Bender,  Newton; Courtney Mackey, Meridian; Katie 
Reeves, Decatur; I’Oshore May and LaTia Peavy, 
both of Carthage; and Tyler Yates, Decatur; (third 
row, from left) Tate Rogers, Louisville; Nikki Cum-
berland, Decatur; Loren Pullin and Bailee Viverette, 
both of Union; Lauren Lurk, Newton; Bailey Hart-
ness, Louisville; Brittany Boatner and Eden McGee, 
both of Philadelphia; Nicole Bounds, Newton; Brit-
tany Pounders, Meridian; Haylee Roberts, Enter-
prise; and Fred Hampton, Louisville; and (back row, 
from left) Andre Lucious, Ralph, Ala.; Brittany Bobo, 
Union; Kameron Boulton, Hickory; Haley Chaney, 
Newton; Amanda Williamson, Lake; Kayely Kinard, 
Brittany Burton and Cottrell Miller, all of Louisville; 
Dustin Cullen, Carthage; Brandon Davis and Jason 
Mann, both of Newton; James Cumberland, Sebas-
topol; Evan Humphries, Louisville; and Casey Wells, 
Laurel.   

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

A Student Publication of East Central Community College The Tom-TomPage 10

CLAIRE TADLOCK
Staff Writer



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

English instructor Pam Fowl-
er of Union and sophomore 
Ashley Moore of Carthage will 
represent East Central Commu-
nity College at the 23rd annual 
Natchez Literary and Cinema 
Celebration.

The nationally significant 
conference, which has captured 
the 2011 Governor’s Award for 
Excellence in the Arts, an Olym-
pic award and four statewide 
awards for outstanding human-
ities programming, will be held 
Feb. 23-26, 2012, in Natchez.

This year’s theme is “Legends, 
Lore and Literature: Storytell-
ing in the South,” and features 
some of the country’s most 
prominent writers, scholars and 
filmmakers. 

The upcoming celebration 
recognizes outstanding faculty 
members and students repre-
senting the humanities division 
of Mississippi’s community 
colleges, four-year colleges and 
universities. Each honoree is 
referred to as a William Winter 
Scholar, in honor of the former 
Mississippi governor, who has 
been the Celebration’s director 
of proceedings since it began 
in 1990.

Fowler joined the ECCC 
faculty in August 2007. She was 
previously employed with the 
Neshoba Central School Dis-
trict, East Mississippi Commu-
nity College in Scooba, Union 
Separate School District and 
Lake High School. She has 18 
years of teaching experience.     

 She is also a certified online 

instructor and has taught on-
line English classes for the past 
12 years.

Honors include her selection 

to Who’s Who Among Teachers 
in American Junior Colleges 
while a member of the EMCC 
faculty.

She holds an Associate of 
Arts degree from Meridian 
Community College, a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Millsaps 
College, and a Master of Sci-
ence degree from Mississippi 
State University.

She resides in Union.
Moore, who is studying to 

become an English teacher, has 
maintained an overall 3.8 grade 
point average. She earned a 
perfect 4.0 average last fall and 
qualified for the President’s List.

She is co-editor of the Wo-
He-Lo yearbook and serves as a 
writer on The Tom-Tom news-
paper staff. She also enjoys 
writing poetry. Her first poem, 
“Anne Boleyn,” was published 
in the 2010 edition of American 
Library of Poetry.  

Moore is also a member of 

the Wall O’ Sound Marching 
Band, Percussion Ensemble, 
Phi Theta Kappa honor society, 
Student Education Association, 
Astronomy Club, Environmental 
Club and Concert Band.

She is a 2010 graduate of 
Leake Academy, where she 
served as senior class president, 
annual editor, Senior Christian 
president and vice president of 
Students Against Destructive 
Decisions. She was also a Beta 
Club member and served as 
senior homecoming maid.   

Moore plans to continue 
her education at the University 
of Mississippi and eventually 
receive a master’s degree in 
English Literature.

She is the daughter of Jimmy 
and Judy Moore of Carthage.

Fowler, Moore to Represent ECCC at Natchez Literary Festival

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Pam Fowler and Ashley Moore are East Central Community Col-
lege’s representatives for the annual Natchez Literary Festival.

BY HOLLI NUTT
STAFF WRITER

On East Central’s campus 
you will find many students 
with various talents.  One of our 
fellow students is gifted with an 
excellent artistic ability.  

Claire Griffin is one of our 
very own Tom-Tom staff car-
toonists, but you will also find 
her art among campus on 
people’s shoes. Griffin has been 
painting shoes, including white 
Toms, Ked’s, and Vans, for the 
past year and a half.  She began 
this creative idea originally for 
a friend for fun, but because 
of popular demand, began to 

charge in order to save money 
to be able to go on mission 
trips.  She 
began to 
exercise 
her paint-
ing skills 
at an art 
class in 
Newton, 
taught by 
Ms. Dot-
tie Arm-
strong, 
in the 
fourth 
grade.  
Her talents have evolved over 

the years, and she is now able 
to do more complex projects. 

When asked for an estimate 
of about how many shoes she 
has transformed into unique 
creations, Griffin said she had 
lost count!  

“A good ‘guestimate’ would 
be at least twenty-five to thirty.  
But, I could be completely 
wrong!”  She said.  

Griffin said she came up with 
the ideas for so many pairs of 
shoes by using insight from 
who the shoes are for. 

“I basically try to get to know 
the person.  I find out what 
they’re interested in, favorite 

colors, song lyrics, Bible verses; 
anything that describes them.  

They’re the ones who have 
to wear the shoes, and they’ll 
enjoy wearing them if they love 
what’s on them, Griffin said.  

She said she just enjoys 
painting the shoes, and hopes 
everyone she did them for does 
too.

Painting the World One Shoe at a Time

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Mississippi’s community and junior 
college presidents met with state of-
ficials and legislators Tuesday, Jan. 24, 
to reemphasize their commitment to 
workforce training and increasing the 
level of educational attainment for all 
residents of the state.

“Community colleges are the on-
ramp to higher education in Mississip-
pi,” said Dr. Clyde Muse, president of 
Hinds Community College. “We reach 
deeply into the community to meet 
the needs of people in our service 
district. Among all Mississippi public 
institutions of higher learning, com-
munity colleges enrolled 72 percent 
of all freshmen and trained more than 
140,000 workers last year. 

In addition, community col-
leges are the go-to organizations for 
workforce training for both existing 
industries and those moving into the 
state. Such is the case with Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing Mississippi and 
its tier suppliers, which have located 
in northeast Mississippi. “When one 

of the world’s premier automotive 
manufacturers opens in your back-
yard, coupled with the arrival of nu-
merous companion industries and the 
availability of thousands of jobs, the 
stakes automatically accelerate,” said 
Itawamba Community College Presi-
dent Dr. David Cole. “Toyota’s selec-
tion of the site near Blue Springs was 
driven by the quality of an educated 
regional workforce as well as its value 
of a strong work ethic.”

 To guarantee the best trained 
workforce possible, the Mississippi 
Corridor Consortium has been estab-
lished to enable ICC, East Mississippi 
Community College, Northeast Missis-
sippi Community College and North-
west Mississippi Community College 
to better meet the non-credit work-
force training needs, which fit easily 
into the partnership with TMMM.

Statewide, in the course of a year, 
community colleges educate and 
train more than a quarter of a million 
Mississippians – 100,000+ in credit 
classes, 100,000+ in non-credit work-
force training as well as adult educa-

tion/GED, continuing education, com-
munity enrichment and other classes.

 Community colleges have three 
funding priorities including approxi-
mately $77 million for Mid-Level fund-
ing, $166 million for capital improve-
ments and more than $11 million for 
dropout recovery.

 Passed by the Legislature in 2007, 
Mid-Level funding is Mississippi’s 
pledge to provide per full-time enroll-
ment community college student 
funding that is midway between the 
per student state funding for K-12 and 
regional public universities. 

 Community colleges must main-
tain affordable tuition and access, said 
Dr. Scott Elliott, president of Meridian 
Community College and the MACJC 
President’s Association. Other reasons 
to achieve Mid-Level funding include 
extensive remediation of under-
prepared students, a need for more 
college graduates and more equitable 
faculty salaries. “More than half of the 
students who enter community col-
lege are unprepared for college-level 
work, and remediation costs more. 

In addition, community colleges 
achieved a 15 percent increase in the 
number of graduates in 2010-11.”

 Added East Central Community 
College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin: 
“East Central, like our sister colleges, 
provides a valuable service to our 
five-county district. We depend on 
the support that we receive from our 
district and in return we provide qual-
ity education to those who enroll in 
our classes. The data that we receive 
continues to show that students who 
come through our campus do well in 
their next endeavors.”

  Enrollment at community colleges 
has grown more than 50.1 percent 
since FY2000, Muse said, while fund-
ing has decreased 24.3 percent. Com-
parable data for K-12 shows growth 
of 0.5 percent and a 39.5 percent 
increase in funding and for public 
universities, 14.3 percent growth and 
a decrease of 2.7 percent in funding. 
The audited fall 2010 enrollment fig-
ures include 83,210 students enrolled 
at community colleges; 60,248 at pub-
lic universities and 12,580 at indepen-

dent four-year colleges.     
Compared to Mississippi universi-

ties, community colleges received 
about 29 cents for every dollar in 
state bond funds provided to four-
year institutions since 1989. Funds are 
needed to maintain facilities in com-
munity colleges statewide to keep 
pace with challenging growth.

The approximately $11.5 million 
requested for dropout recovery will 
enable colleges to provide the neces-
sary support services to help adult 
learners overcome obstacles to their 
success. Thousands of high school 
dropouts are on waiting lists to enter 
adult education programs statewide. 
“With 14,000 new dropouts in Missis-
sippi each year, the prospect of our 
state improving the educational at-
tainment level of its citizens is dismal 
unless efforts are made to ‘recover’ 
adults lacking a high school creden-
tial. The Dropout Recovery initiative 
targets 3,500 adult learners funded 
at the same level as college credit 
students,” Elliott said.

Community Colleges Reemphasize Commitment 
to Workforce Training, Educational Needs

GRIFFIN
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We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization  

to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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ECCC’s GED Graduates 
Relate Success Stories

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

April Burton dropped out of high 
school at a young age to help take 
care of her ailing grandmother. She 
now has her sights set on becoming a 
nurse.

Zettie Viverette put her education 
on hold for more than 40 years but 
made sure her nine children received 
an education. She has now earned her 
high school diploma even though she 
was told “it could not be done.”

The two women related their 
personal stories during testimonials 
provided at the 2012 GED Graduation 
Program held Jan. 29 in Huff Audito-
rium on the Decatur campus. They 
were among the approximately 35 
graduates to receive their high school 
equivalency diplomas from ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin at the 
semi-annual event.

Burton, 28, is a resident of Louisville. 
She and her husband, Silas Burton, Jr., 
have four daughters.

It was about five years ago when 
her husband encouraged her to return 
to school.

“My husband was helping put on a 
roof at First United Methodist Church 
in Louisville, where a GED class was 
being taught,” she said. “He later met 
one of the instructors, Mrs. (Kay) Ward, 
who was his fourth grade teacher 
many years earlier! She encouraged 
him to encourage me to come to 
class….and it worked!”

Burton said she soon enrolled in 
GED classes but again had to put her 
education on hold due to family mat-
ters. 

“I kept promising Mrs. Ward and 
Mrs. (Daphne) Donald that I would 
come back to class as soon as things 
got better at home,” she said. “My 
father also attended class, and I knew 
that if he could come to class with his 
oxygen tank, then I could make the 
effort and come, too!”

Burton said she “kept her promise” 
last August and resumed attending 
GED classes. Bobbie Ray also served as 
one of her instructors.

“I started attending class, knowing 
that a GED would open many doors for 
me,” she said. “I’ve always known how 
important a good education is for my 
four children, and I also knew that I 
needed to be a role model for them.”

Burton said she now plans to go to 

nursing school and become a regis-
tered nurse. 

“I realize I will have to work my way 
up to an RN degree, just like had to 
work my way up to a GED,” she stated.

Burton also encourages others who 
have not completed their education to 
not wait any longer.

“A GED or high school diploma is 
now necessary to gain employment 
in today’s workforce,” she said.” If you 
are thinking about dropping out of 
school….DON’T…because you will 
feel so much better about yourself and 
your future.”

At age 59, Viverette, who lives in 
Lake, is one of the oldest graduates – a 
fact she is proud to claim.

“When I first starting making the de-
cision to go back to school to receive 
my GED, I had numerous people come 
to me and say that it could not hap-
pen,” she recalled. “At first, I believed 
what they were telling me, mainly 
because of my age and the fact that I 
had been out of school for 41 years!”

She used those comments about 
her age as a motivation to succeed.

“I took those words ‘it couldn’t be 
done’ and used them to strive toward 
my goal of getting a GED,” she stated. 
“Two years later…after hearing those 
words, I have a high school diploma!”

Viverette said when she received 
the letter stating she had passed the 
GED, all she could do “was thank God.”

“I thanked and praised Him because 
I know He was my source for the GED 
program,” she said.

She also thanked the staff for their 
assistance and gave special thanks to 
her instructor, Modean Cross.

“She was not only an instructor to 
me, she was an encourager,” Viverette 
said. “I am also thankful for my family 
because they are always here for me.”

Viverette serves as manager of 
Scott Central Schools Cafeteria and 
has worked at Wal-Mart on a part-time 
basis for the past 15 years. She is also 
a devoted member of the House of 
Prayer Church. 

Although her education was put on 
hold to start and rear her own fam-
ily, Viverette said she “never stopped 
learning” and made sure that all nine 
of her children not only completed 
high school but attended college as 
well. Six of her children furthered their 
education at ECCC, while the others 
continued their studies on the univer-

sity level.
She is the mother of an accom-

plished group of children, which 
includes a pastor, managers, bankers, 
barbers, mechanics and business own-
ers.

In her concluding remarks, Viverette 
challenged the graduates to pursue 
their dreams.

“To my fellow graduates, even 
though I may be…no I AM one of the 
oldest graduates here tonight…I can 
testify that it doesn’t have to stop here. 
Your diploma is your key. It will now 
open many more doors for you!”

Allenxandrus Ja’Won Jackson of 
Louisville gave the invocation. 

Jackson, 18, was among GED 
graduates from Winston County. He at-
tended classes at the Louisville Career 
Advancement Center. His instructors 
were Daphne Donald, Kay Ward and 
Bobbie Ray.

Jackson attends Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church.

He has a one-year-old son, A. J.
Also receiving GED diplomas were 

Courtney Ashley, Mary Hall and Dar-
lene Spivey, all of Carthage; Regency 
Fortune, Gary Johnson and Gary 
Sandifer, all of Walnut Grove; Megan 
Alexander, Brittney Arledge and Lil-
lian Fulton, all of Philadelphia; Daniel 
McMillan, Choctaw; Christina Winter, 
Stallo; Brandy Acton, Lauren Posey 
and Bradley Holley, all of Union; Joyce 
Ainsworth and Alana Knowles, both of 
Decatur; Tanya Lewis and Shaquanda 
Robinson, both of Newton; Trevor 
Wellerman, Lawrence; Cynthia Hughes, 
Little Rock; Cornelius Burks, Mary Har-
vey, Jesse James, Jr., Ashley Shepard 
and Peggy Sims, all of Forest; Virginia 
Burnham, Latasha Mayers and Alicia 
Hodge, all of Lake; Latisha Salazar and 
Jonathan Strong, both of Morton; 

Kristien Dunaway, Louisville; and Stacy 
Ducksworth, Raleigh.   

The Rev. Bruce Taylor, pastor of 
Decatur United Methodist Church, was 
guest speaker. The ECCC alumnus also 
serves as director of the Wesley Foun-
dation on East Central’s campus.

Edward McGowan provided the 
benediction. McGowan, a former 
school administrator, has served the 
past 13 years as an ABE/GED instructor 
for ECCC.

Special music was provided by Glo-
ria Harms, also an ABE/GED instructor. 

East Central offers ABE/GED classes 
at various locations in the College’s 
five-county district.

For more information, contact Ryan 
Clarke, director of adult basic educa-
tion, 601-635-6387 or call toll free, 877-
462-3222, ext. 387. His e-mail address 
is rclarke@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Graduating GED students: Participating in East Central Community College’s 17th annual GED Graduation Program held 
Jan. 26, 2012, were (from left) April Burton and Allenxandrus Ja’Won Jackson, both of Louisville; and Zettie Viverette of Lake. 
Jackson gave the invocation and Burton and Viverette presented testimonials as featured speakers. ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin presented diplomas to the approximately 35 graduates who received special recognition for their accomplishment. 
ECCC offers free ABE/GED classes throughout the College’s five-county district. For more information, contact Ryan Clarke, 
director of adult basic education, 601-635-6387 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 387. His e-mail address is rclarke@eccc.
edu.   

BY RAYCHAL REED
 Staff Writer

The latest trend in foot-
wear is cowboy boots. These 
boots are not just for cowboys 
anymore, 
worn 
by boys 
and girls, 
cowboy 
boots 
are the 
perfect 
choice 
of shoe 
for any 
outfit. 

Boots 
with 
a heel 
can be worn with a dress and 
leggings, and other casual 
styles of cowboy boots with a 
tee shirt. They can dress up or 

dress down any outfit. 
For girls, they are the perfect 

accessory to be worn outside 
of skinny jeans. Cowboy boots 
can also be used as a trick to 
increase height without the 
struggle of high heels. Boots 
even appear to increase leg 
length by being worn inside 
blue jeans. 

Cowboy boots come in all 
different colors and styles. A 
trendy way to spice up an out-
fit is by wearing a solid color 
dress and a different colored 
pair of boots.  

Cowboy boots can be spot-
ted all around East Central’s 
campus on the feet of students 
and teachers alike. 

Cowboy boots are chic and 
comfortable, as Jessica Simp-
son says, “Made for walkin’,” but 
I say, “Made for fashion.” 

These Boots Were Made for Fashion

RAYCHAL REED
Staff Writer

Raychal Reed, Brittany Burton Shamiski Collier, Kourtney Johnson, Ouida Meruvia



BY DANA MCKEE
STAFF WRITIER

The Wesley Foundation is 
the United Methodist outreach 
ministry to college students. 
Every Tuesday at 10:45, the 
Wesley Foundation hosts a 
free lunch for all the students 
of ECCC. This lunch includes 
a delicious meal prepared by 
members of the surrounding 
Methodist churches and a brief 
devotional given by the Rev. 
Bruce Taylor. The Rev. Taylor 
is the leader of East Central’s 
United Methodist Ministry.  The 
Wesley Foundation has been 
around for several years dating 
back to the 50s. The Rev. Taylor 
has led this ministry for three 
years.

“The Wesley Foundation has 
been one of the highlights of 
my ministry,” said the Rev. Tay-
lor.  Twenty years prior, the Rev. 
Taylor was a youth pastor.  

Leading the Wesley Founda-
tion has allowed him to recon-
nect with college-aged young 
adults, which he enjoys. Being 
involved with the college is im-
portant to him since he gradu-
ated from East Central in 1972 
as a pre-med major with plans 

to con-
tinue his 
educa-
tion in 
semi-
nary.  

When 
asked 
for 
words of 
wisdom 
to all the 
students 
of ECCC, 
the Rev. 
Taylor responded “Don’t forget 
who you are, or Whose you are.” 

The Rev. Taylor takes this 
part of his ministry very seri-
ously and encourages students 
to come and hear the word of 
God every Tuesday they can at 
10:45. 

East Central sophomore, 
James Cumberland says, “The 
Wesley Foundation offers stu-
dents the opportunity to get 
away from the books for a little 
while, hang out with friends, 
and hear a good message.” Ac-
cording to EC freshman, Daniel 
Hernandez, “The best part of 
the Wesley Foundation is the 
message from Pastor Taylor.”

The Rev. Taylor would like 

to thank the surrounding 
Methodist churches in EC’s 
five-county area that support 
this ministry, for without them, 
the Wesley Foundation would 
not be possible. “Special thanks 
goes to these churches for 
their generous contributions to 
East Central’s Wesley Founda-
tion,” he said.

The Wesley Foundation is 
currently in the process of 
expanding beyond “Tuesday 
Lunch” to include an open time 
and a place for students to 
have a comfortable place for 
fellowship and devotional time. 
On February 7 at 6:30 p.m., the 
Wesley Foundation hosted a 
game/devotional night for all 
East Central students to take 
some time away from school-
work to come together and 
spend some time with fellow 
Christian students. There were 
snack foods provided, a devo-
tional given and afterwards, 
card and board games will be 
played.  

Future events such as this 
will be posted in the Daily Stu-
dent Bulletin and on posters 
around campus.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TO M
ECCC Surgical Technology Graduates: New careers await the above graduates of East Central Com-
munity College’s Surgical Technology Program, who received special recognition at the annual pinning 
ceremony held Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center. Pictured are (front row, from 
left) LeAnn Shirley, director/instructor; Shannon Gallaspy, Newton; Stephanie D.  Nelson-Williams, Me-
ridian; Cara L. Germany, Rose Hill; and Kristie Pilgrim, instructor; (second row, from left) Sonya Jones-
Jenkins, Carthage; Stephanie D. Owens, Louisville; Cindy H. Tucker, Little Rock; Summer E. Hodge, 
Quitman; (third row, from left) Angela L. Walker, Meridian; Andrea Channel Ross, Louin; Lisa Hoskins 
Marshall, Philadelphia; and Meissa DeKatherine Thomas, Meridian; and (fourth row, from left) Kristi M. 
Fulcher, Louisville; Triana L. Parker, Meridian; Jake A. Cain, Chunky; and Sharon Rena O’Neal, DeKalb. 
Jones-Jenkins also received Student of the Year honors and Owens gave the invocation. ECCC Presi-
dent Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, Vice President for Instruction Dr. Lavinia Sparkman and Dean of Healthcare 
Education Dr. Betsy Mann also participated in the pinning ceremony.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Students Receive Practical Nursing Pins: Graduates of the East Central Community College 
Practical Nursing Program received their pins during special ceremony held on December 13, 2011. 
Practical nursing graduates include (front row, from left) Babs Hoy of Edinburg, Karen Evans of Decatur, 
Chelsey Griffin of Little Rock and Shelby Scarbrough of Decatur; and  (back row, from left) Nancy Sciple 
of Decatur and Todd Johnson of Forest. Also pictured are program instructors Melanie Pinter, Alicia 
Lundstrom and Theresa Cole.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Top ECCC Surgical Technology Student:Sonya Jones-Jenkins (center) of Carthage was named Sur-
gical Technology Student of the Year at East Central Community College. Jones-Jenkins received the 
honor from LeAnn Shirley (left), program director/instructor (left) and instructor Kristie Pilgrim during the 
annual pinning ceremony held Dec. 15, 2011, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center. Jones-Jenkins was among 
15 graduates of the 12-month program who were recognized for their accomplishment.  

BY KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
STAFF WRITER

Valentine’s Day is just 
around the corner and every-
one knows what that means: 
delicious boxed chocolates, 
sweet, heart-shaped candies, 
romantic dinner dates with 
your Valentine, layers of extra 
fat added onto your body…
Wait, what? The holiday of love 
may be approaching soon, but 
so is Spring Break! So before 
putting that pink-iced, Cupid 
cookie in your mouth, think 
about what all that sugar will 
do to your body. Forget all the 
Valentine goodies and get a 
head start on your beach body!

Changing your health 
lifestyle can be very difficult, 
especially if you have no moti-
vation.  Start by cutting pic-
tures of your favorite celebrity 
body and chic swimwear out 
of magazines to help inspire 
you of what you can become. 
Also, for extra motivation, find 
a friend who is willing to eat 
healthy and exercise with you. 
It is so much easier to achieve 
your desired goal when you 
have that encouragement 
right next to you. According 
to Health magazine, a healthy 
lifestyle is based on 30% exer-
cise and 70% diet and with just 

a few 
rules to 
remem-
ber, 
you can 
have the 
beach 
body 
you 
have 
always 
wanted.  

You 
are what 
you eat, 
literally. What you put in your 
body is so important because it 
affects your daily performance. 
Start eating healthier now;  
your body will thank you in the 
long run. 

1) Eat plenty of green veg-
etables and make sure you get 
your daily serving of fruit. 

2) Do not cut meat out of 
your diet! Your body needs 
lean protein such as chicken 
and fish (not fried). 

3) Meals are all about por-
tion control. Just by cutting 
your meal in half, you will 
begin seeing changes in your 
body. 

4) Be careful when snacking; 
just because it is a 100 calo-
rie pack does not mean that 
it is good for you. For better 
choices, try raw almonds or 

an apple or celery sticks with 
peanut butter. 

5) Drink plenty of WATER!! If 
you need a soft drink, get one. 
Don’t deprive yourself, but let 
that soft drink be a reward and 
savor it. 

 6) Exercise for at least 30 
minutes every day. Walk or run 
with your diet/exercise buddy. 
Jumping rope and running 
stairs are also good cardio 
sources. 

7) Lift weights at least three 
times a week to help tone 
your body. Research differ-
ent workouts that you might 
enjoy. By following these rules 
for the next four weeks, you 
will have a noticeably slim-
mer and more toned body by 
Spring Break and by the time 
summer arrives you could be 
living in a completely differ-
ent body! Make these healthy 
living rules your new life and 
never go back to your old 
lifestyle of sitting on the couch 
eating potato chips. Once you 
start seeing changes in your 
figure, your friends will soon 
begin to notice, also and then 
eventually the whole world 
will notice! Give yourself the 
body you’ve always dreamed 
of having. Love your body and 
embrace it.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

A scholarship in memory of 
former head football coach Ken 
Pouncey was recently estab-
lished at East Central Commu-
nity College

Pouncey led the Warrior foot-
ball program for 15 years and 
served one year as an assistant 
coach during his tenure from 
1966 to 1982.

The scholarship description 
noted Pouncey’s “passion” for 
working with players on the 
football field, and his “interac-
tion” with students in his physi-
cal education classes.

He also mentored and en-
couraged his children, athletes 
and students “to be the most 
they could be.”

After a successful coach-
ing career, Pouncey served as 
superintendent of the Newton 
County School District and was 
instrumental in consolidating 

the schools of Beulah Hubbard, 
Decatur and Hickory. 

He also served as superinten-
dent of the Enterprise School 
District until his retirement in 
2001. 

After retirement, Pouncey 
continued to serve in an active 
role in his church and com-
munity. He served as president 
of the Newton County Retired 
Teachers Association and was a 
board member for the Mid-Mis-

sissippi Development District 
and Pat Harrison Waterway 
District. He was a past member 
of the Church Administrative 
Board of Decatur United Meth-
odist Church and previously 
served on the ECCC Board of 
Trustees.

The Coach Ken Pouncey 
Memorial Scholarship will be 
awarded once the endowment 
fund reaches the $10,000 mark. 
Contributions may be made 
payable to the ECCC Founda-
tion, Inc., and sent to Dr. Stacey 
Hollingsworth, executive direc-
tor for foundation and alumni 
relations, P.O. Box 129, Decatur, 
MS 39327.

The scholarship is desig-
nated for an ECCC sophomore 
education major with a mini-
mum 3.0 grade point average 
and a resident of the College’s 
five-county district. Recipients 
will selected by the ECCC Schol-
arship Committee.

Pouncey Scholarship Established

Give Yourself  the Best Valentine’s 
Day Gift Ever: A New Body!

The Wesley Foundation Offers 
Students Free Lunch, Worship
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POUNCEY

KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
Staff Writer

DANA MCKEE
Staff Writer

We Want Your News!
E-mail your news to gphillips@eccc.edu to be included in the next edition of The Tom-Tom.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Lady Warriors Cruise 
Past Northwest

Sophomore guard Ja’Monica 
Orton poured in 17 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds to lead 
East Central Community Col-
lege’s Lady Warriors to an easy 
84-70 victory over the North-
west Mississippi Community 
College women Thursday night 
in a non-division matchup at 
ECCC’s Brackeen-Wood gym in 
Decatur.

Orton, a product of Walter E. 
Stebbins High School in Day-
ton, Ohio, made seven of 14 
field goals, connected on two 
of four treys and was perfect 
on her one free throw attempt 
in helping lead the Lady War-
riors to their fourth straight 
victory and a 6-12 overall mark 
under seventh year head coach 
Bill Smith.  EC’s women are 
among the top teams in the 
MACJC South Division with a 
5-3 record.

Other Lady Warrior point 
makers Thursday night were 
Xzandra Dowd of Neville High 
School in Monroe, La., and 
Jakela Johnson of West Jones, 
14 each; Jaiannah Matthew, of 
Arkansas High School in Tex-
arkana, Ark., 11; Kelcia Bufkin 
of Scott Central, eight; Kurly-
sha Bell of Kosciusko, seven; 
Inessa Adams of Horn Lake, 
six; Reneisha Evans of Newton 
County, four; and Ashley Hardy 
of Newton, three.  Dowd was 
the top rebounder with 15.

EC held a 40-26 advantage 
at halftime.

In the men’s game, the visit-
ing Rangers pulled away late 
from a tight contest to claim a 
72-62 decision.

Freshman guard Hakeem 
Wesley pumped in 16 points to 
lead the Warriors, who dropped 
to 1-17 under sixth-year head 
coach Maurice Bowie.

Also scoring were LaVa-
dius Lyles of Forest and Bobby 
Wrench of Columbus, eight 
each; Glenn Thomas of Loyd 
Star, six; Steven Fuller of Kem-
per County, Cordarion Nichols 
of Newton and Keivondre Wat-
ford of Tuscaloosa Central, five 
each; Jontrae Conley of Merid-
ian, four; TJ Leatherwood of 
Northridge (Ala.) High School, 
three; and Akeem Toppin of 
Columbus, two. Watford led in 
rebounds with eight.

The score was tied 32-32 at 
the break.

East Central and Northwest 
were scheduled to play Jan. 
17 in Senatobia but the games 
were cancelled due to a power 
failure at the gym as a result of 
inclement weather.

The Lady Warriors and War-
riors resume division competi-
tion Monday, Feb. 13 against 
Southwest Mississippi Commu-
nity College. Game times are 
6 and 8 p.m. in the Brackeen-
Wood Physical Education Build-
ing.

EC squads host Hinds Thurs-
day, Feb. 16, also with game 
times set for 6 and 8 p.m.

Lady Warriors Edge  
Out JCJC; Warriors  

Look for a Win
Free throws by Matthew 

and Bufkin in the game’s final 
moments provided the Lady 
Warriors with the winning 
margin in a 76-72 decision over 
Jones County February 6 in 
the Brackeen-Wood Physical 

Education Building.
With the win, EC’s women 

improved to 5-3 in the MACJC 
South Division and 5-12 overall 
under seventh year head coach 
Bill Smith. The Lady Bobcats 
are also 5-3 in league play and 
11-7 overall.

Matthew and Bufkin were 
among five Lady Warriors who 
scored in double figures to 
claim the key division victory.

Dowd led EC with 18 points. 
Matthew had 17 points fol-
lowed by Orton with 12, Bufkin, 
11; and Bell with 10.

Johnson contributed eight 
points.

The Lady Warriors, who have 
won five of their last six con-
tests, connected on 28 of 58 
(48.3 percent) field goals, four 
of 10 three-point (40 percent) 
shots and 16 of 19 (84.2 per-
cent) free throws.

EC held a 36-34 advantage 
at halftime.

The Warriors were not as 
fortunate as they were unable 
to overcome a 37-32 halftime 
deficit and fell 92-62 to the 
visiting Bobcats.

Wesley poured in 15 points 
to lead the Warriors, who 
dropped to 1-16 overall and 
1-7 in league play.

Other scorers were Lyles of 
Forest, 13; Conley and Wrench, 
six each; Watford, five; Toppin 
and Thomas, four each; Fuller, 
three; and Straughter, Therrien 
and Nichols, two each.
Lady Warriors Clip Gulf 

Coast; Warriors Fall
Four Lady Warriors scored 

in double figures and led the 
squad to a 66-65 victory over 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Thursday 
night in Perkinston.

Matthew, Dowd an Bufkin 
each had 12 points and Or-
ton contributed 10 as the EC 
women captured their fourth 
win in five contests to improve 
to 4-12 overall.

But more importantly, the 
Lady Warriors are currently 
fourth in the MACJC South 
Division at 4-3. The top four 
teams in each division qualify 
for the state playoffs scheduled 
later this month.

Orton led the team in 
rebounds with 10 followed by 
Dowd who was credited with 
nine boards.

Completing the scoring 
were Bell, who had eight 
points, followed by Adams and 
Johnson, six each.

EC held a 30-29 advantage 
at halftime.

In the men’s game, East Cen-
tral was outscored 66-52 by the 
host Bulldogs.

Wesley poured in 13 points 
to lead the Warriors, who fell to 
1-15 and 1-6.

Other point makers were 
Lyles and Toppin, 11 each; 
Therrien, seven; Conley, six; 
and Watford, four.

Lady Warriors Defeat 
Pearl River; Warriors 

Drop Decision
Winning ways have returned 

to the East Central Community 
College women’s basketball 
team, who after a dismal start 
now find themselves in conten-
tion for post-season play.

The Lady Warriors cruised 
past Pearl River Community 
College 75-64 January 30 to 
improve to 3-3 in the MACJC 
South Division.

After starting 0-11, Billy 
Smith has rallied his troops 

to win three of the last four 
division matchups, and the 
Lady Warriors’ only loss during 
that period was a three-point 
setback (61-58) to undefeated 
Copiah-Lincoln last week. 

Dowd and Johnson poured 
in 12 points each in leading EC 
to the key division victory. 

Orton had another produc-
tive night as the sophomore 
guard pumped in 11 points 
and grabbed a team-leading 
11 rebounds. 

Also scoring for EC were Bell, 
nine; Bufkin and Inessa Ad-
ams of Horn Lake, eight each; 
Jaianah Matthew of Arkansas 
High School in Texarkana, Ark., 
seven; Renisha Evans of New-
ton County, five; and Ashlee 
Hardy of Newton, three.

Shanta Echols tallied 12 
points for the Lady Wildcats, 
who dropped to 10-5 and 4-2. 
The squad is coached by for-
mer ECCC assistant Toby Bush.

The Lady Warriors held a 42-
34 advantage at halftime.

Their largest lead was 37-19 
during first-half action.

In the men’s game, East 
Central started strong and built 
a 23-7 lead but the Wildcats 
closed the scoring gap to 32-
28 at halftime and eventually 
pulled away late for a 70-56 
victory.

Conley pumped in 17 points 
to lead the Warriors, who fell to 
1-14 and 1-5. 

Also scoring were Wesley, 
13; Lyles, nine; Straugter, five; 
Wrench, three; TJ Leather-
wood of Northridge (Ala.) High 
School, Toppin, Fuller and 
Thomas, two each; and Wat-
ford, one.
Lady Warriors Clipped 
by Co-Lin; Warriors Fall

The Lady Warriors jumped 
out to an early 24-14 lead over 
Copiah-Lincoln, but the Lady 
Wolves rallied and took advan-
tage of EC miscues to claim a 
61-58 decision January 26 on 

the Wesson campus.
EC’s advantage was cut to 

one at halftime (26-25) and the 
Lady Wolves grabbed their first 
lead in the MACJC South Divi-
sion battle at 43-40 with 12:21 
left. After Co-Lin extended 
their advantage to 49-42, the 
Lady Warriors rallied to take 
their final lead of the night at 
56-55 with 2:16 remaining. The 
game was tied at 58 with 46:1 
seconds remaining but turn-
overs proved costly for EC in 
the game’s final moments.

Orton pumped in 16 points 
to lead the Lady Warriors, who 
fell to 2-12 overall and 2-3 
in league plague. Orton also 
grabbed nine rebounds.

Also scoring for EC were 
Bufkin, 11; Matthew, 10; Ad-
ams, nine; Bell, six; Dowd, four; 
and Johnson, two.

Bradley had 15 points for the 
Lady Wovles, who improved to 
12-3 and 5-0.

In the men’s contest, EC was 
outscored 90-59 and dropped 
to 1-13 overall and 1-4 in divi-
sion play.

Warrior point makers were 
Wesley, 17; Conley, 11; Lyles, 
eight; Leatherwood, Toppin, 
Wrench, Thomas and Fuller, 
four each; Nichols, two; and 
Broomfield, one.

Co-Lin led 40-24 at the 
break.

ECCC Squads  
Sweep Hinds in  
Division Battles

It took double overtime but 
the Warrior basketball team 
entered the win column for 
the first time in 2011-12 by 
recording a hard-fought 91-86 
decision over Hinds Commu-
nity College January 23 on the 
Utica campus. 

The Lady Warriors were also 
victorious in their matchup 
with the Lady Bulldogs and 
held on for a 77-70 decision to 
post their second-straight vic-
tory in MACJC South Division 

action.
Thomas poured in 14 points 

to lead the Warriors, who 
notched their first victory fol-
lowing 12 setbacks. EC is 1-3 in 
league play.

Also scoring were Broom-
field, 13; Lyles and Nichols, 12 
each; Wrench, 11; Wesley, 10; 
Watford, eight; Leatherwood, 
six; and Toppin, five.

Dowd pumped in 22 points 
and grabbed 17 rebounds to 
lead the Lady Warriors, who 
improved to 2-11 overall but 
more importantly 2-2 in divi-
sion competition. Other scorers 
were Bufkin, 19; Bell, 11; Orton, 
10; Hardy, six; Adams, five; and 
Matthew, four.

The Lady Warriors trailed 36-
35 at the break.

Lady Warriors Defeat 
Southwest; Warriors Fall

Orton poured in 27 points 
and led the Lady Warriors to 
their first victory of the 2011-
12 campaign – a 75-65 thump-
ing of Southwest Mississippi 
Community College January 16 
in Summit.

With the win, EC’s women 
improved to 1-11 overall and 
1-2 in the MACJC South Divi-
sion.

The Warriors were not as 
fortunate, as they dropped 
an 83-64 decision to the host 
Bears and fell to 0-12 and 0-3.

In addition to Orton, other 
Lady Warrior scorers were 
Dowd, 17; Bell and Adams, nine 
each; Bufkin, eight; Matthew, 
three; and Johnson, two.

Bell led in rebounds with 
nine followed by Orton and 
Dowd with seven each.

EC trailed 30-28 at halftime.
Broomfield led the Warriors 

with 20 points. 
Other  point makers were 

Toppin, 12; Wesley, 10; Con-
ley, five; Lyles and Nichols, 
four each; Watford, three; and 
Leatherwood, Straughter and 
Wrench, two each.

EC Squads Drop  

Decisions to EMCC
Two longtime rivals met on 

the hardwood once again and 
this time ECCC was the double-
winner as the visiting Lady 
Lions and Lions posted deci-
sions over East Central Commu-
nity College squads January 10 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the De-
catur campus.

The Lady Warriors were 
clipped 67-61 and the Warriors 
were outscored 86-61. The non-
division victories represented 
a series sweep in 2011-12 for 
EMCC. The Lady Lions escaped 
with a 77-72 overtime victory 
and the Lions were victorious 
by an 86-54 margin in games 
played Nov. 17 on the Scooba 
campus.

In the matchups, the EMCC 
women held a 41-28 advantage 
at halftime and pushed the 
lead to 18 points early in the 
second period. But the Lady 
Warriors stormed back to take 
a 57-56 lead on a trey by Bufkin 
with 2:35 left. EMCC responded 
and took the lead for good on 
a basket by Raishawnda Brant-
ley. The visitors closed out the 
game with four straight free 
throws for the winning margin.

EC (0-11), was once again led 
by Orton, who pumped in 22 
points and grabbed a team-
best 10 rebounds. 

Bufkin, tallied 15 points. 
Other point makers were Dowd, 
eight; Matthew, six; Johnson, 
four; Evans, three; Bell, two; and 
Adams, one.

In the men’s game, the War-
riors were unable to overcome 
a 44-33 halftime deficit and 
remain winless in 11 starts.

Nichols was the top point 
maker for EC, as he poured in 
15 points.

Also scoring were Topin, 
nine; Leatherwood and Wrench, 
eight each; Broomfield, six; 
Lyles, five; Thomas, three; 
Straughter, Wesley and Collier, 
two each; and Fuller, one.
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Warrior Athletics
Lady Warriors Continue Winning Streak; 
Warriors Search for Second Season Victory

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOM
Sophomore guard Jontrae Conley (23) makes a great effort to grab 
a rebound during East Central Community College’s division battle 
with visiting Jones County Feb. 6. After hanging on to a slim 37-32 
halftime, the visitors from Ellisville outscored EC by a 55-30 margin 
in second half action to post a 92-62 victory. Conley is a product of 
Meridian High School. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOM
Sophomore guard Ja’Monica Orton (23) lays in two of her 12 points 
in helping lead East Central Community College’s Lady Warriors to 
a 76-72 victory over the Jones County women Feb. 6. Both squads 
are now 5-3 in the MACJC South Division following the key contest. 



RACHEL RAMIREZ
OPINIONS EDITOR

Define extraordinary. Dan 
Marino? Mother Teresa? Paul 
“Bear” Bryant? Child with 
cancer? All of these people are 
considered extraordinary due to 
their talent, bravery or their act 
of leadership while not in the 
public view of a camera. Howev-
er, what 
if those 
extraor-
dinary 
people 
are sit-
ting in 
every-
day 
classes 
with 
you? 
How 
would 
you feel?

In awe, inspired, however you 
may feel everybody has some-
thing extraordinary about them 
but some are just more noticed 
than others. I am referring to a 
group of men that were chosen 
by their fellow teammates to 
lead their team to victory and 
success. These three men are  
Fred Hampton, Carlos J. Leal 
and Evan Humphries. Casey 
Wells, sophomore right handed 
pitcher, states, “We chose these 
three as our team captains be-
cause they do the right things. 
All three come to practice with 
that optimistic attitude and it 
just helps motivate the rest of 
the team.”

Humphries is a native of Lou-
isville, where he graduated from 
Louisville High School in 2010. 
He is the son of Linda and David 
Humphries and brother to Eric 
Humphries. 

According to Neal Holliman, 
head coach of ECCC Diamond 
Warriors, Humphries came in as 
a walk on due to his arm surgery 
after high school during his 
freshman year at ECCC. Through 
sheer determination and 
continuous physical therapy, 
Humphries has worked himself 
onto the field to play as a right 
handed pitcher for the Diamond 
Warriors. 

Justin Brewer, assistant 

pitching coach for the ECCC 
Diamond Warriors, said, “Evan, is 
the quiet captain of the group. 
He leads by actions and not by 
words. Just being responsible 
and showing up for practice 
early demonstrates great lead-
ership, and others tend to follow 
his role.” 

Humphries is not just a great 
baseball player but he is also a 
great student with high recom-
mendations from his fellow 
teachers. Evan is majoring in 
theology/ religion and hopes to 
one day be a preacher and have 
a wife and family. When asked, 
“What makes you extraordinary,” 
he responded by saying, “I am 
not extraordinary, I just try my 
best at all times.” Typical mod-
est answer from someone that 
does not have to mention how 
extraordinary they are. 

Humphries consider his dad, 
David Humphries, as his men-
tor. Evan states that his dad is 
a hardworking man that never 
loses his temper and expects 
the best for his sons. Besides 
having such a great mentor, 
Humphries’ favorite baseball 
player is Major League Baseball 
All Star Josh Hamilton, who 
plays for the Texas Rangers.

While Humphries is not on 
the field playing baseball he is 
hunting, fishing or spending 
time with his girlfriend. Howev-
er, he still loves to play the game 
he most definitely has come to 
lead with integrity and actions. 
Humphries believes that his 
team chose him as one of their 
captains because he has great 
work ethics, never complains 
and is a great motivator. 

Carlos J. Leal is the starting 
hind catcher and team captain 
for the Diamond Warriors. He is 
the son of Milly and Carlos Leal 
and brother to Michelle and Pa-
tricia Leal. Carlos was a starting 
hind catcher for the Diamond 
Warriors last year and is thought 
to be the best catcher according 
to scouts. 

Brewer said, “Carlos is one of 
the most hardworking young 
men I ever had the privilege of 
coaching. He is the motivator 
and aggressive player on the 
field. Leal  is the type of guy that 
wants to see his teammates be 

successful or be more success-
ful than he is. He is not afraid to 
step on people’s toes and that 
is a trait that a captain should 
convey.” 

Leal  said he believes that 
his team will be successful as 
long as they keep up the hard 
work and dedication required to 
overcome any obstacle that lie 
within their path.

Milly and Carlos Leal are 
the reason why their son is the 
leader he is today. Without their 
guidance and support, Carlos 
would not be where he is today. 
Most of his characteristics are 
centered on morals that his par-
ents raised him on. These mor-
als are: work hard, be humble 
and be thankful.

While playing for the Dia-
mond Warriors, Leal  plans to 
graduate from ECCC with an as-
sociates degree with an empha-
sis in busines administration. In 
his spare time, Leal likes to hang 
out with his family whenever he 
is home, nevertheless, you can 
still find him on the diamond 
working to perfect the sport 
that he has grown to love. 

Fred Hampton is a resident of 
Louisville and graduated from 
Nanih Waiya. He is the son of 
Victoria and Freddie Hampton, 

brother to Victoria and Kayla 
Hampton. 

Hampton holds a starting 
position as an outfielder for the 
Diamond Warriors. Even though 
Hampton played basketball 
and football in high school he 
decided to pursue his career in 
baseball. 

According to Coach Brewer, 
“Hampton always has a smile 
on his face whether he is on the 
field or in class. You can really 
tell that he enjoys life and every 
one of his teammates can see 
his positive attitude and they 
like that.” 

When Hampton was asked, 
“Why do you think your team-
mates chose you as a captain,” 
he responded, “I am vocal, lead 
competitor and a lot of people 
look up to me.” 

Hampton is not the only one 
that thinks his loudness helps 
the team 

Hampton’s teammate, Fer-
nando Gonzalez said, “When 
we are starting to feel like we 
cannot run more lap, throw 
one more ball, you can hear our 
loudest captain, Fred, being our 
motivator to work harder and 
that’s what we need.”

Hampton plans to graduate 
from ECCC and continue his 

education in sports medicine.  
With his 4.0 grade point aver-
age from last semester there is 
no way anything can stop this 
young man from obtaining his 
goals in life.

When Hampton is not 
performing or perfecting his 
talent on the diamond, you can 
find him watching Sportscen-
ter, listening to music, playing 
basketball, playing spades and 
hanging with his friends.

This year EC Diamond War-
riors will face the obstacle 
of having a young team that 
consists of 21 freshmen and six 
sophomores. Having a tough 
schedule with Meridian Com-
munity College on February 
29, Hinds Community College 
on March 20 and Jones County 
Community College, ranked 
number six in Division 2, on 
March 28, all widely-known 
baseball programs in the state 
of Mississippi the ultimate ques-
tion is: how will ECCC Diamond 
Warriors compete with these 
powerhouse teams? 

Carlos J. Leal said, “I think 
that if we do our part, we are 
going to be successful. We have 
worked very hard and that’s 
what matters. I don’t care to 
know what other teams’ statis-

tics were from last year because 
in the end they are just num-
bers. It’s heart and determina-
tion that will set the pace for 
this year.” 

This is a great example on 
how s captain’s thought pro-
cess should be portrayed about 
their team. Just like what Julius 
from the movie, Remember the 
Titans, said, “Attitude reflects 
leadership, Captain,” and obvi-
ously their fellow teammates 
believe that their captains this 
year live up to that quote.

 Coach Holliman said, “As 
far as how I think the team 
will perform this year, that is a 
tough question that coaches 
always get asked.  To be hon-
est, nobody likes answering 
this question.  I feel we will get 
better and better as the year 
goes on.  I feel one thing that 
will drastically help is when we 
get a full roster on the field and 
have everyone back from all 
the nagging injuries. Everyone 
goes through it.  We don’t take 
it for granted, but we expect to 
be a playoff team and will work 
as hard as we can to achieve 
that step and then do our best 
to play to our potential in the 
playoffs.” 

Calling the Diamond Warrior Captians

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Luke Joins ECCC Lady Soccer Warriors: Newton County High School soccer standout Morgan Luke 
(seated center) is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue her career this fall at East Central 
Community College. Luke, a midfielder, was a four-year starter on the varsity squad and a varsity team 
member since the seventh grade. She is a four-time recipient of All-Division honors and was named 
most valuable midfielder in 2011 in addition to receiving other soccer awards. She is also a member 
of the Beta and several other clubs and organizations and participates in various activities at Newton 
County. In addition to her soccer career at Newton County, Luke has played club soccer for MYSO in 
Meridian and for the Mississippi Fire in Jackson. Pictured with the new Lady Soccer Warrior are her 
parents, Keith and Lori Luke, and (standing from left) ECCC soccer coach Kenneth Thompson, Newton 
County soccer coach Chad Bond and Maggie Luke, Morgan’s sister and fellow NCHS Soccer teammate. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

A men’s doubles ten-
nis tournament will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2012, at East 
Central Community College, 

announced ECCC tennis coach 
Dianne O’Neill.

Competition gets under way 
at 8:30 a.m. on the ECCC tennis 
courts.

Cost is $10 per person, with 

proceeds designated for the 
ECCC tennis program.

For more information, con-
tact Coach Dianne O’Neill, 601-
862-2130 or e-email killerbdi@
yahoo.com.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community 
College will hold tryouts for the 
2012-13 Cheerleading Squad at 
10 a.m. Saturday, March 31 in 
the South Campus Gymnasium.

There is a non-refundable 
$30 fee for all participants. All 
those trying out for a spot on 
the squad are required to wear 
a white fitted tank top and 

black cotton shorts. Slick shorts 
are not allowed, as they are not 
deemed safe for co-ed stunting.

Mandatory pre-tryout clin-
ics are scheduled in the South 
Campus Gym from 6 to 9 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 26 and 6 to 
8 p.m. on Wednesday, March 
27. During these sessions, 
participants will learn all tryout 
material.

Optional open practice ses-

sions will be held from 6 to 8 
p.m. on February 1, 8, 22 and 
29; March 7 and March 25 in the 
South Campus Gym.

Those selected for the squad 
receive full-tuition scholarships.

For more information or a list 
of required skills, contact ECCC 
cheerleader sponsor Huellen 
Watson at 601-260-5345 or e-
mail huellen@yahoo.com.

ECCC Hosts Men’s Doubles Tennis Tourney

ECCC to Hold Cheerleader Tryouts March 31

RACHEL RAMIREZ
Opinions Editor
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RACHEL RAMIREZ/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sophomore Diamond Warrior captains said they have high hopes of  leading the Warriors to a championship season. Captains pictured are 
Carlos Leal, Fred Hampton and Evan Humphries.

Tryouts Set for ECCC Men’s Soccer Team
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Tryouts for the 2012 East Central Community 
College men’s soccer team will be held Friday, 
Feb. 24, announced soccer coach Kenneth 
Thompson.

Activities begin with registration scheduled at 

2 p.m. at the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building.

Players will need to bring their own equip-
ment for tryouts.

For more information, contact Coach Kenneth 
Thompson, 601-635-6370 or e-mail kthompson@
eccc.edu.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

For the second straight year, East 
Central Community College defensive 
standout Chris Ficklin of Forest has re-
ceived National Junior College Athlet-
ic Association (NJCAA) All-American 
honors.

Ficklin, a 5-11, 195-pound line-
backer, was named on the NJCAA 
All-American Second Team. He was an 
honorable mention selection follow-
ing his freshman season.

“Chris personifies what an All-
American is supposed to be,” said 

Warrior head football coach Brian An-
derson. “He’s an All-American human 
being as well.”

Ficklin, who also received All-Re-
gion 23 and first team All-State hon-
ors for a second consecutive season, 
finished third in the state in individual 
and total tackles with 71 solo stops 
and 29 assists for a 100 total.

In addition to national, regional 
and state recognition, Ficklin received 
the Warriors’ team captain and most 
valuable defensive player awards at 
the annual Fall Sports Awards Ban-
quet held in late November. 

Ficklin was also a recipient of five 
MACJC Defensive Player of the Week 
honors and captured the honor on 
offensive for his performance at run-
ning back in leading the Warriors to a 
41-28 thumping of Southwest. 

Ficklin, who played on the offensive 
side of the ball against the Bears for 
the first time since his days at Scott 
Central High School, had 16 carries 
for 103 yards and three scores in the 
upset victory. 

He also posted another stellar 
performance on defense by register-
ing eight tackles and two quarterback 

sacks.
Ficklin’s top defensive performance 

in 2011 came against Itawamba in 
week four, when he was credited with 
17 tackles and one quarterback sack.

As a freshman, Ficklin led the na-
tion in total tackles with 126 – 78 
solo stops and 48 assists. He was also 
credited with six quarterback sacks, 
two forced fumbles and two fumble 
recoveries. 

Ficklin is expected to continue his 
athletic career at a Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff, Ariz.

ECCC’s Chris Ficklin Repeats As NJCAA All-American

ECCC Defensive Standout Inks with Kentucky
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

 
East Central Community Col-

lege defensive standout Kory 
Brown signs a national letter 
of intent with the University of 
Kentucky during a ceremony 
held in December. 

Brown, a 6-1, 215-pound 
defensive back, plans to enroll 
in the 2012 spring semester at 
Kentucky and will have three 
years of eligibility remaining. 
He was redshirted for the 2011 

campaign and played in only 
four games in 2010 due to a 
torn ACL. However, the former 
South Carolina high school 
standout put up impressive 
numbers during the four con-
tests, as he was credited with 
26 tackles, two forced fumbles 
and one interception. 

Brown, who stated he al-
most bypassed college due to 
low grades, expressed appre-
ciation to ECCC for helping him 
academically and athletically 

reach his goal. 
“I appreciate this opportu-

nity. I am very thankful to have 
a second chance to play at a 
big-time program and appreci-
ate that they believe they can 
help me out.” 

Brown was a standout at 
Berkeley (S.C.) High School, 
where earned All-Region and 
All-State honors in addition 
to his selection for the North/
South All-Star Game.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Lady Soccer Warrior Signees:Three members of the Newton County High School girls’ soc-
cer team signed national letters of intent to continue their careers at East Central Community College. 
The scholarship signing ceremony was held Jan. 5, 2012, in the NCHS Library. Joining the Lady Soccer 
Warriors in 2012 are (seated second from left) Kelsey Bounds, Heather Johnson and Jade Stockstill. 
Also seated are ECCC soccer coach Kenneth Thompson (left) and Chad Bounds, Lady Cougar soccer 
coach. Standing from left are signees’ parents, Jo Beth Bounds; Jacky and Pat Johnson; and Raquel 
Theriot and Tom Rose. Not pictured is Kelsey’s father, Jeff Bounds. Kelsey has played soccer for six 
years and received most improved honors in 2009 and was selected All-Division 4-4A in 2011. Heather 
also has six years of soccer experience and was chosen on the All-Division 4-4A squad in 2010. Jade is 
a three-year soccer team member. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Warrior Soccer Signees: Four members of the Newton County High School boys’ soccer team 
signed national letters of intent to continue their careers in 2012 at East Central Community College. 
The scholarship signing ceremony was held Jan. 5, 2012, in the NCHS Library. Joining the Soccer War-
riors are (seated from left) Jordan Walker, Russ Thompson, Will Thompson and Jesse Vaughn. Standing 
from left are signees’ parents, Ricky and Leah Walker; Kenneth and Cindy Thompson; and Scott and 
Lisa Vaughn. Also standing is Sam Wilson, NCHS boys’ soccer coach. Kenneth Thompson also serves 
as ECCC soccer coach. Each signee has been a six-year member of the Cougar soccer team and has 
14 years of soccer experience. Each player also has a 4.0 grade point average in addition to other 
honors. Jordan was named All-District for four years. Russ is also a four-year All-District selection and 
received the team’s Golden Boot Award in 2010-11. Will also earned All-District honors for four years. 
Russ and Will have also played Division 1 “Select” soccer for six years, one with the Mississippi Fire (the 
youth league for the Chicago Fire of the MLS) and the last five with MS Brilla Juniors (the youth league 
for MS Brillas of the PDL). Jesse’s honors include 2009 NCHS Defensive MVP, 2009-10 NCHS MVP, 
2010 Soccer Division 4-4A All-District Team, 2011 NCHS Defensive MVP and 2011 District Defensive 
MVP. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Diamond Warrior Signees: These high school baseball standouts are shown signing national 
letters of intent to continue their athletic careers in 2012-13 at East Central Community College. Seated 
from left are right-handed pitcher Ty Hendrix, a product of East Webster High School in Maben; right-
handed pitcher Mason Woodrow, Taylorsville; middle infielder Maxwell Harmon, Enterprise; right-handed 
pitcher Dustin McCrory, Morton; left-handed pitcher Franklin Hayes, Magee; right-handed pitcher Drew 
Freeman, Clarkdale; and catcher Cody Sartin, Magee. Standing from left are ECCC coaches Jack 
Edmonson (assistant), Neal Holliman (head coach) and Justin Brewer (assistant). The signing ceremony 
was held Tuesday, Jan. 17 in the recently renovated Molly McGee Gold Room in Mabry Memorial Caf-
eteria.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Join ECCC Softball Squad: Eight high school softball standouts signed national letters of intent with 
East Central Community College during a scholarship signing ceremony held Tuesday, Jan. 17. Join-
ing the Lady Diamond Warriors in 2012-13 are (seated from left) shortstop Amber McBroom, a product 
of Brandon High School; outfielder Morgan Porter and catcher/corner infielder Malauri Robinson, both 
of Enterprise; outfielder Casey Cherry, catcher Haley Stephens and corner infielder Tori Holsen, all of 
Union; shortstop Kaylin Hopkins of Louisville; and outfielder Kristen Chipley of Leake Academy. Stand-
ing from left are ECCC softball coaches Kristin Chaney (assistant) and Scott Hill (head coach). The 
special program was held in the recently renovated Molly McGee Gold Room located in Mabry Memorial 
Cafeteria.  
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FICKLIN

East Central Community 
College defensive stand-
out Kory Brown (seated 
left) is shown signing a 
national letter of intent with 
the University of Kentucky 
as Warrior head football 
coach Brian Anderson 
looks on during a ceremo-
ny held in December. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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That is why Chris Gaines is your new Coordinator of Community College 
Admissions. He is here to help you with admission, scholarships, course evaluation, 
financial aid, housing, registration and many other important student services. 

Contact Chris Gaines, Coordinator of Community College Transfer Admissions
P: 662.846.4659 | C: 662-402-0861 | E: cgaines@deltastate.edu

At Delta State, we believe 
in providing personal 
attention to every student.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Baseball Players Presented Honors: Several members of the 2012 East Central Community College baseball team received 
special honors at the annual First-Pitch Dinner held Saturday, Feb. 4. From left are catcher Carlos Leal of Puerto Rico, team captain and 
pre-season home run contest winner (18); infi elder Kalik May of Northport, Ala., Warrior Challenge winner; outfi elder Fred Hampton, team 
captain and most improved position player from 2011, Brock Ward, most improved pitcher from 2011, Evan Humphries, team captain, and 
catcher/outfi elder David McAdory, winner of the annual team slogan contest for his entry, “Never Let Good Enough Be Good Enough,” all of 
Louisville. The awards were presented by Diamond Warrior head coach Neal Holliman (right).   

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   

ECCC’s Ficklin Tapped by Northern Arizona: East Central Com-
munity College’s All-American linebacker Chris Ficklin (seated left) 

of Forest is shown signing a letter of intent with Northern Arizona 
University during a ceremony held on National Signing Day February 

1, 2012. Ficklin (5-11, 185), shown with his mother, Melissa Ficklin, 
and Warrior head football coach Brian Anderson, was named second 

team NJCAA All-American for 2011 and was an honorable mention 
selection on the prestigious squad following the 2010 campaign. 

The Scott Central High School product received All-Region 23 and 
MACJC All-State honors for both seasons. Ficklin led the nation in 
tackles as a freshman with 126 – 78 solo stops and 48 assists. He 

was among the top defenders in 2011 with 71 individual tackles and 
29 assists for a 100 total. Ficklin also received the Warriors’ team 
captain and most valuable defensive player awards following the 

2011 campaign. In addition, he received numerous MACJC Defen-
sive Player of the Week honors.  Northern Arizona, an NCAA Divi-
sion 1 school, is located in Flagstaff. The Lumberjacks compete at 

the Football Championship Subdivision (formerly known as Division 
1-AA) level.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM



Warrior Scene
Scenes from ECCC RAVE 2012
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Stewart Named Next College President
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

An administrator from Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College in Per-
kinston emerged from four finalists to 
become the next president of East Cen-
tral Community College.

Dr. Billy W. Stewart, Vice President for 
Administration and Finance at MGCCC, 
was unanimously selected ECCC’s 
eighth president at the Board of Trust-
ees meeting held March 20. 

ECCC Board of Trustees Chairman Dr. 
Jimmy Hollingsworth of Lake said Dr. 
Stewart and Dr. Michael J. “Mike” Mc-
Grevey, were recommended for the 
top post following interviews of four 
finalists conducted by the Presidential 
Search Committee, composed of Board 
of Trustees members representing the 
College’s support district, which in-
cludes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott 
and Winston counties.

Dr. Stewart received a standing ova-
tion by board members as he was intro-
duced by Dr. Hollingsworth at a press 
conference following the meeting.

“Dr. Stewart brings great community 
college experience and a dynamic vi-
sion for the future of ECCC,” Dr. Holling-
sworth said.

Dr. Stewart, MGCCC’s Administrator 
of the Year for 2011-12, said he looks 
forward to taking East Central Com-
munity College to even greater levels 
of excellence. He begins his new duties 
on July 1, 2012.

“I am excited about working with the 
ECCC family and building upon the foun-
dation as set forth by Dr. Phil Sutphin, 
Dr. Eddie M. Smith and the other former 

presidents,” 
Dr. Stewart 
said.

The other 
top candi-
dates were 
Dr. Ran-
dall E. Lee, 
ECCC Vice 
Pr e s i d e n t 
for Stu-
dent Ser-
vices; and 
Dr. Andrea 
M a y f i e l d , 
Vice Presi-
dent for 
Academic Instruction/Institutional Re-
search and Effectiveness/SACS Liaison 
at East Mississippi Community College 
in Scooba.

Dr. Stewart, 43, succeeds Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, who earlier announced plans 
to retire on June 30, 2012, following 12 
years of service leading the two-year 
institution. 

As MGCCC’s chief financial officer, 
Dr. Stewart oversees a budget of more 
than $100 million covering the col-
lege’s four comprehensive campuses 
and four centers. The College has an 
annual payroll in excess of $48 million.

Dr. Stewart’s list of accomplishments 
at MGCCC is numerous.

He organized the college’s Adminis-
trative Handbook and Personnel Man-
ual into a new Policies and Procedures 
Manual making the document user-
friendly and placing it on the college 
Web site as a searchable document 
for access by all college employees. 

He also assisted in the reorganization 
of the bylaws of the MGCCC Board of 
Trustees.

In addition, Dr. Stewart led efforts to 
upgrade college network infrastructure 
and telephone systems using a $2 mil-
lion investment of local capital funds.

He recommended and led a three-
year plan to phase-in a technology 
standard in every classroom at the col-
lege to assist with quality instruction 
and student access as well as installa-
tion of wireless access points at all cam-
puses/centers. He also supervised use 
of $34 million in district funds to com-
plete numerous capital projects.

Prior to joining the MGCCC staff, Dr. 
Stewart served as Dean of Copiah-
Lincoln Community College’s Simpson 
County Center in Mendenhall from Jan. 
2005 to July 2006, where he prepared 
and supervised budgets of more than 
$1.5 million, among other duties.

He served as Dean of Community 
Services at Co-Lin in Wesson from July 
1997 to Dec. 2004. His duties included 
preparing and supervising division 
budgets in excess of $2.1 million. He 
also supervised professional and cleri-
cal staff in eight major programs. In 
addition, he served on the President’s 
Cabinet, Instructional Council and Pro-
gram Review Committee.

Dr. Stewart’s education experience 
also includes the secondary education 
level. He served as assistant principal 
at Pearl High School from July 1993 to 
June 1994. He began his employment 
at the school in July 1990 as a social 
studies instructor.

Prior to joining the PHS staff, Dr. 

Stewart served as Alumni Field Repre-
sentative for the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, from July 
1990 to June 1991.

Dr. Stewart is a graduate of USM, 
where he received a bachelor’s de-
gree in history/teacher education in 
1990 and earned a master’s degree in 
curriculum and instruction/history in 
1993. He was selected Mr. University of 

Southern Mississippi and is a member 
of the USM Hall of Fame.

He completed a doctorate in school 
administration with emphasis in High-
er Education/Community College Ad-
ministration from Mississippi State Uni-
versity in Starkville in 1997.

Dr. Stewart and his wife, Stephanie, 
have four school-age children - Ste-
phen, Will, Elizabeth and Emily.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Dr. Billy Stewart (center) was selected the eighth president of East Central Com-
munity College during a late afternoon press conference. Also shown are Dr. 
Stewart’s wife, Stephanie, and ECCC Board of Trustees Chairman Dr. Jimmy Hol-
lingsworth of Lake, who announced the Board’s unanimous decision. Dr. Stewart 
currently serves as Vice President for Administration and Finance at Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College in Perkinston. Dr. Stewart begins his new duties on 
July 1, 2012.

STEWART

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Tate William Rogers of Louis-
ville and Nicole Marie Bounds of 
Newton were recently selected 
Mr. and Miss East Central Com-
munity College by a vote of the 
student body.

Rogers is the son of Don and 
Rebecca Rogers of Louisville 
and is a 2010 graduate of Lou-
isville High School. Rogers said 
he enjoys getting to know the 
student body of ECCC on a per-
sonal level. He said his favorite 
memory from East Central was 
when the Warriors beat Hinds 
on a last second field goal. Rog-
ers said his favorite on-campus 
activity was Spring Spree.

He said he is most inspired by 

his parents.
“My parents inspire me the 

most because I want to do my 
best for them, give them plenty 
of reasons to proud of me,” Rog-
ers said.

He is a physical education ma-
jor and member of the Warrior 
football team where he played 
center and was named to the 
MACJC All-State Second Team. 
He was also selected a team 
captain and received the War-
riors’ academic award.

In addition, Rogers is a mem-
ber of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa international hon-
or society and was selected for 
Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Junior Colleges. He 

BOUNDS, TATE

Rogers, Bounds named 
Mr. & Miss ECCC

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community Col-
lege will host its annual Senior 
Days for area high school se-
niors on April 11 and 12, an-
nounced Dr. Randall E. Lee, Vice 
President for Student Services.

“We look forward to visiting 
with our district seniors and 
providing information on why 
they should make East Central 

their college choice,” said Dr. 
Lee.

Activities begin with registra-
tion in Huff Auditorium at 9 a.m. 
and end with a complimentary 
lunch at noon. All campus clubs 
and organizations will have in-
formation booths set up in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa-
tion Building and advisors from 
academic, career, technical and 
healthcare programs will be 

available to talk with students.
In addition, students will be 

entertained by the Collegians 
rock-n-roll band, Jazz Band, 
Ac’cents show choir, Cen-
tralettes danceline and the Per-
cussion Ensemble.

Schools scheduled to attend 
on Wednesday, April 11, include 
Carthage Christian Academy, 
Grace Christian Academy, Leake 
Central, Leake County, Louis-

ville, Morton Christian Academy, 
Nanih Waiya, Neshoba Central, 
Newton County, Newton Coun-
ty Academy and Noxapater.

Those scheduled to attend on 
Thursday, April 12, are seniors 
from Choctaw Central, Forest, 
Lake, Leake Academy, Morton, 
Newton, Philadelphia, Pine 
Grove Academy, Scott Central, 
Sebastopol, Union and Winston 
Academy.

Senior Days Scheduled April 11, 12

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College sopho-
mores Raychal Reed of Louisville and Dustin 
Cullen of Carthage were recently named on 
the 2012 All-Mississippi Academic Teams.

The annual program recognizes scholarly 
achievements and leadership accomplish-
ments of students enrolled in the state’s 
two-year colleges and is coordinated by The 
Clarion-Ledger, Phi Theta Kappa Internation-
al Honor Society, Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Colleges and the 
Mississippi Community College Board.

This year’s 54 honorees were recognized 
Wednesday, March 7 at the State Capitol by 
the Mississippi Legislature and were guests 
of honor at a luncheon held at the Jackson 
Convention Center. State Senator Terry C. 
Burton of Newton served as master of cer-
emonies. 

Reed is among 15 students selected on 
the All-Mississippi First Team and will re-
ceive a $1,000 stipend to continue her edu-
cation.

As a First Team member, Reed will also 

compete for 
placement on 
the All-USA 
Academic Team 
for Community 
Colleges, spon-
sored by USA 
Today, Phi Theta 
Kappa and the 
American Asso-
ciation of Com-
munity Colleg-
es.

The 20 stu-
dents receiving 
All-USA First 
Team recogni-
tion will be featured in the April 19 issue of 
USA Today and each will receive a $2,500 
stipend.

Reed was also recently chosen a 2012 
Coca-Cola Bronze Scholar. Selection for the 
prestigious honor is based on scores earned 
in the All-USA Community College Academ-
ic Team competition, for which more than 
1,700 applications were received this year. 

The program is 
sponsored by 
the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foun-
dation and is 
a d m i n i s t e re d 
by the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor 
Society.

As a Coca-
Cola Bronze 
Scholar, Reed 
will receive a 
$1,000 check 
later this year 
to continue her 
education. Her 
name will also be listed in the April 23 issue 
of USA Today featuring the Coca-Cola New 
Century and Coca-Cola Community College 
Academic Team Scholars.

Reed, a President’s List scholar with a per-
fect 4.0 grade point average, has received 
numerous honors at EC while also partici-
pating in various campus activities.

Reed, Cullen Selected to  
All-Mississippi Academic Teams
Reed, Cullen Selected to  
All-Mississippi Academic Teams

REED CULLEN



By Meghan McIntosh
Feature’s Editor
Jason Mann

Sophomore • Decatur
1. What’s your favorite color? Green
2. What’s your major? Music Educa-
tion
3. How old do you act? 5, 7 on a good 
day
4. What school do you plan on at-
tending next year? Mississippi State 
University
5. What Instrument do you play? 
Kazoo
6. What kind of phone do you have? 
HTC
7. Who is your best friend forever? 
Daniel Kersgaard
8. What class do you like the best? 
Extreme rock skipping
9. What is your favorite sport? Ex-
treme Freebie
10. How often do you check Face-
book? Once a week

Daniel Kersgaard
Sophomore • Morton

1. What’s your favorite color? Green
2. What’s your major? Music Educa-
tion
3. How old do you act? Most the time 
3
4. What school do you plan on at-
tending next year? Mississippi State 
University
5. What Instrument do you 
play?Dizrido
6. What kind of phone do you have? 
Nokia
7. Who is your best friend forever? 
Jason Mann
8. What class do you like the best? 
Underwater basket weaving
9. What is your favorite sport? Band
10. How often do you check Face-
book? Every five seconds

By FANCEEY SMITH
Staff Writer

1. What inspired you to be a 
teacher and why this class? 
A lifelong love of and interest 
in the living world. Biology has 
been a hobby of mine for many 
years. I enjoy keeping aquariums 
and terrariums, visiting zoos and 
natural science museums, and 
getting out into the field to see 
natural habitats. Teaching gives me the opportunity to expose oth-
ers to these things.
2. Where’s your hometown? Little Rock
3. What’s your favorite dessert? Peach cobbler
4. What’s one song that you think describes you? ‘Here I Go 
Again’ by Whitesnake 
5. What’s the last movie you went to see? Did you like it? X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine. I loved it. I’m a fan of the X-Men movies and the 
cartoon series.
6. What’s one thing people would be surprised to know about 
you? If I told you that, I’d have nothing left to ever surprise you with.
7. Do you prefer ankle socks or knee socks? Sandals.
8. What’s one book or movie that you rec-
ommend everyone watch or read? I only 
get to recommend one? Then it would have 
to be Plowing in Hope: Toward a Biblical 
Theology of Culture by David Bruce Hege-
man – deceptively short (at only 120 pages) 
and easy to read but very insightful and 
thought-provoking.
9. If you could have any animal in the 
world, what animal would you want? I 
currently keep, or have kept, a variety of 
snakes, lizards, and fish. I’ve really enjoyed 
the spiny-tailed monitors, a smaller first-
cousin of the famous Komodo monitor, and 
would like to keep one again some day.
10. What’s your favorite part of being a teacher? Getting out into 
the field with students, especially those who’ve never done this 
sort of thing before, and showing them animals and plants they’ve 
never seen that live right next door. There are lots of interesting 
places in the world to study biodiversity, but none any better than 
the southeastern United States.

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i

The University of Mississippi does not discriminate against any student protected by law based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, or genetic information.

Community 
College 
SCholarShip 

D a y

SaturDay, april 21, 2012
Admitted community college students with at least a 3.0 GPA and 48 transferable 
community college hours are invited to Community College Scholarship Day on the 
Ole Miss campus. The program will include:
•	 Campus	tours		 	 	 •			Financial	aid	session
•	 Scholarship	interviews		 	 •			Student	panel	discussion
•	 Academic	fair

Interviews will be conducted to award the following scholarships: 
•	  Community College Leadership Scholarships valued at $1,000 per year for two years
•	  Lyceum Scholar Awards valued at full resident tuition per year for two years
•	 	Luckyday University Scholarships valued at up to $4,600 per year for two years

For registration and more information, go to www.olemiss.edu/admissions/visit, or contact  
Jason McCormick or Ty Allushuski, community college admissions counselors, at 662-915-7226.

Office	of	Admissions	and	Enrollment	Services	•	(662)	915-7226	or	1-800-OLE-MISS
toll-free in Mississippi

STRIKE A POSEFEATURE TEACHER

FANCEEY SMITH
Staff Writer
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Alexander Shares Life Tidbits

ALEXANDER

MANN, KERSGAARD



A Student Publication of East Central Community College Page 3The Tom-Tom

What’s so great about
CAREY?

Caring, Christian environment

Transfer friendly with generous financial aid

Service and mission opportunities

Designated a “College of Distinction” and a 
“Military Friendly School”

Placed on the President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY
  Hattiesburg • Biloxi • New Orleans 

 www.wmcarey.edu

ECCC Plans Black History 
Month Program, Feb. 22

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community Col-
lege will observe Black History 
Month during a special program 
scheduled Wednesday, Feb. 22, 
2012.

The Rev. Perry Fletcher, boys’ 
head basketball coach at Forest 
High School, will serve as guest 
speaker for the annual event, 
which begins at 7 p.m. in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center audito-
rium.

Special music will be provided 

by the Newton County Inspira-
tional Youth Choir. 

The ECCC Gospel Choir, which 
sponsors the Black History 
Month program, will also per-
form. Mrs. Brenda K. Johnson of 
Lawrence serves as choir spon-
sor.

The public is invited to attend 
the free program.

For more information, con-
tact Kathy Sanders, adminis-
trative assistant to the ECCC 
faculty, 601-635-6215 or e-mail 
ksanders@eccc.edu.

enrolled in academic courses 
and 701 students participate in 
career-technical programs of 
study.

For more information, con-
tact the Office of Admissions, 
Records and Research at ECCC, 
601-635-6206 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 206.

ECCC Taps Armstrong, Cullen 
for Annual HEADWAE Program

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

English instructor Jason Armstrong 
of Meridian and sophomore Dustin 
Cullen of Carthage were selected to 
represent East Central Community 
College in Decatur at the 25th Annual 
HEADWAE Program scheduled Feb. 28, 
2012, in Jackson.

The HEADWAE (Higher Education 
Appreciation Day: Working Toward 
Academic Excellence) observance is 
sponsored by the Mississippi Legis-
lature, supported by the corporate 
community and coordinated by the 
Mississippi Association of Colleges and 
Universities.

Mississippi’s Lieutenant Governor 
serves as chairman of HEADWAE, 
which recognizes outstanding faculty 
members and students from each par-
ticipating member institution of the 
Mississippi Association of Colleges and 
Universities.

“Our goal is to ensure a wonderful, 
exciting day of events for faculty and 
student honorees and their guests,” 
said Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves.

In addition to the statewide recogni-
tion, a booklet will be published featur-
ing biographical sketches and photos 
of each HEADWAE honoree represent-

ing the state’s public and private col-
leges and universities.

Armstrong joined the ECCC faculty 
in August 2009 after previously serv-
ing as an adjunct professor of manage-
ment at Mississippi State University-
Meridian.

He is also a former banker, having 
served with various institutions from 
1999-2008. He most recently was em-
ployed with Citizens National Bank in 
Meridian, where he was a commercial 
banker from 2005-2008.   He is also a 
former commercial banker with Trust-
mark National Bank in Tupelo and 
served as portfolio manager and assis-
tant bank manager at AmSouth Bank 
in Ridgeland. 

Armstrong is a graduate of Havelock 
High School in North Carolina and Mis-
sissippi State University-Starkville. At 
MSU, he received a bachelor’s degree 
in poultry science in 1997, a master’s 
degree in business administration in 
1998, and a master’s degree in com-
munity college education, with major 
emphasis in English and Literature, in 
1999.  

Armstrong is also a 2001 graduate 
of the Mississippi Community College 
Leadership Academy.

In addition to his teaching duties 

at ECCC, Armstrong serves on the 
executive committee for the Col-
lege’s Quality Enhancement Program,  
“The First Year Experience.”

He also serves on the executive 
board for the Meridian Museum of Art.

He is the son of retired Marine Colo-
nel Richard Armstrong and Charlotte 
Armstrong of Meridian. 

Cullen is a President’s List scholar 
with a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

He serves as president of several 
campus organizations, including Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the in-
ternational honor society for two-year 
colleges; Baptist Student Union; and 
Alpha Alpha Epsilon, “The Engineers.” 
He is also a member of the Astronomy 
and Environmental clubs.

Cullen is also a member of the ECCC 
Players and was a cast member for the 
2011 spring musical, “All Shook Up,” 
and 2010 fall dinner theater presenta-
tion of “Smoke on the Mountain.”    

He is a recipient of several honors 
and awards at ECCC, including the 
freshman chemistry award, Presiden-
tial Scholarship, Dr. Margaret Mosal 
Scholarship, Ann Burkes PTK Schol-
arship, Dr. Shelby L. Harris Memorial 
Scholarship, Landon Burt Memorial 
Scholarship and ACT Scholarship.

Cullen was also chosen a freshman 
class favorite.

He is a 2010 honor graduate of Leake 
Academy in Madden, where he partici-
pated in numerous clubs and activities.

He also attended several Academic 
Betterment Competitions and the Mis-

sissippi Math and Science Competi-
tion.

Cullen plans to major in chemical en-
gineering at Mississippi State Universi-
ty-Starkville.

His parents are Allen and Monica 
Cullen of Carthage. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm
Jason Armstrong (left) and Dustin Cullen will represent ECCC at the annual HEAD-
WAE Program scheduled Feb. 28 in Jackson.  

Dr. Sutphin Shares Plans for Post ECCC Life
BY CHRISTINA NOLLIE

EDITOR

What advice would you like 
to leave current and future 
students?

Christina, after 24 years at East 
Central, 
12 of 
w h i c h 
as Presi-
d e n t , 
I have 
decided 
that it is 
time for 
me to re-
tire and 
pass the 
torch of 
l e a d e r -
ship to 
s o m e -
one new.  I have thoroughly en-
joyed my 42 year career in edu-
cation and my time at EC.  More 
than half of my working life has 
been here.  My life has been dedi-
cated to students and helping 
students pursue their life’s goals.  

For traditional students the 
college years serve a vital role in 
growth and adulthood.  They are 
years that should be enjoyed and 
experienced; however, one must 
not lose sight of what is truly im-
portant and that is the comple-
tion of the goals set in prepara-
tion for the rest of your life.  As this 
implies one must set goals, look 
for opportunities to pursue those 

goals, and manage 
time wisely.

For the non-tra-
ditional student the 
time spent in college 
is for skill develop-
ment and prepara-
tion for a new or a 
better job opportu-
nity.  In most cases, 
life’s activities must 
be balanced be-
tween several com-
peting forces.  Again 
goal setting and 
time management 
are critical so that the time to 
completion is as short as possible.

What do you and your wife 
plan to do after your retire-
ment?

Peggy and I plan to travel to 
places we have not seen and do 
things that we have not had the 
time to do.  There are places in the 
U.S. that we have not visited and 
there are counties and cultures 
out there that we have not stud-
ied.  So travel is the main order of 
business.  Neither of us have any 
second vocation plans; however, 
we probably will get involved in 
volunteer activities in our areas of 
interest.

What were your most enjoy-
able experiences at East Cen-
tral?

I have enjoyed working in the 
implementation of technology in 
the teaching and learning process 
and I have gotten a lot of pleasure 

out of planning the 
physical future of 
the campus.  During 
my 24 years at EC we 
have moved from a 
few PCs scattered in 
a few administrative 
offices to on-line ac-
cess to education via 
a personal electron-
ic device (notebook 
computers, iPads, 
and smart phones)  
Adapting these 
technologies to 
teaching and learn-

ing has been a real challenge and 
the future is daunting. 

Physically, the appearances of 
the campus and its facilities have 
changed.  Twenty-four years ago 
the north part of the campus end-
ed at the football and intramural 
field and the south part of the 
campus ended at Broad Street. 
Today, the campus covers the 
north campus pond and soccer 
complex to Barber Hall on south 
campus.  With the landscaping, 
the addition of several new build-
ing and several projects under-
way the entire campus has taken 
on a more collegiate look.

There is still work to be done 
and always will be but these are 
two areas that I really enjoyed 
leading.

What reactions have you no-
ticed from your colleagues?

To their credit my colleagues 
have continued to do the things 

that make East Central such a 
great place.  Many have been 
kind enough to say they hate that 
I am leaving but I have quickly re-
plied that they need not worry, I 
am doing what I think is best and 
life will go on.

Any advice or tips you have 

for our future president?
The key to the success of any 

institution is the people who do 
the work.  A successful leader 
will employ good people and put 
them in positions to get the job 
done.  Then trust the people of 
the organization and utilize their 

skills and strengths to move the 
institution forward.  Evaluate the 
mission of the College, plan the 
direction required to accomplish 
the mission, assign responsibil-
ity for the implementation of the 
plan, then get out of the way; re-
peat regularly.

CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

SUTPHIN

RECORD
From Page 1

We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about your club/organization 
to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos 

with identification and any happenings.



HOUSING
Fall 2012 Resident Halls are filling up fast.  We currently have male 

housing available (limited, but available) and are full for females.  
We have started a female waiting list with applicants that have re-
cently applied. Males interested in housing should send or bring in 
their complete housing application (containing the application for 
housing and a refundable room deposit.) 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
The Student Body Association has just finalized the agenda for 

Spring Spree 2012 week.  They have a week of fun, entertainment, 
activities and festivities ready for EC students to enjoy. The Spring 
Spree 2012 T-Shirt is available for purchase.  They are $15 and can 
be purchased from Mrs. Marie Pinson, Director of Housing/Student 
Activities or from any SBA member.  All team members participat-
ing in Spring Spree events must purchase a shirt!

The elections for SBA officers will be May 1st and 2nd.  Petitions 
are available in Mrs. Pinson’s office and are due back to her by 
Friday, March 27.  These four positions are SBA President, SBA Vice-
President, SBA Secretary and SBA Treasurer.  Candidates must be a 
full time student and classify as a sophomore for the 2012-13 school 
term. Please see Mrs. Pinson for more details. 

— Mrs. Marcie Pinson
Director of Housing/Student Activities

Hello Warriors!
To anyone who hasn’t heard about the 

global campaign, Kony 2012, I encourage 
you to watch the documentary about this 
man. Joseph Kony’s wanted status is as 
high as Hitler’s or Osama Bin Laden’s. Kony 
is the leader of the LRD, which is the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, who is kidnapping male 
children and putting weapons in their 
hands and kidnapping female children 
and using them as sex slaves. Please help 
spread awareness about this despicable 
man so he can become famous and be 
brought to justice.

On a lighter note, graduation is only a 
month away! Make sure you have turned in 
all graduation forms and that you are on the right path to your cap 
and gown.

Freshmen, I hope you are finally settled in here and that you 
have found where you belong. If not, you certainly will by the 
time you start your third semester. Be sure to regularly check with 
admissions counselors at the universities you are considering 
transferring to. I, myself, would hate to find out that after two years 
here, I still haven’t taken the right amount of transferable classes 
and might have to return for a third year.

Everyone, finals are coming up. Make sure you’re talking with 
your instructors and working with them to get where you want 
be grade-wise (even though you probably should have done that 
around midterm time).

Go Warriors!
—Christina Nollie

Editor
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Warrior Viewpoints

Johnny Kight
Nanih Waiya •   
Liberal Arts • 
Freshman
“Shazam, be-
cause if I don’t 
know the name 
of a song it fig-

ures it out for me.”

Jay Ethridge
Hickory •   

Liberal Arts • 
Sophomore
“Pandora!”

What’s Your Favorite 
Phone Application?

By NICOLE BOUNDS

wOrDS Of A wArrIOr

Lee Taylor •  
Forest •  

Secondary 
Education and 

Coaching • 
Sophomore   

“ESPN Score 
Center”

Alex Thomas
Noxapater •   
Secondary  
Education • 
Sophomore
“Bubble Blast”
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Crack Down on Studying

wOrDS frOm THE STUDENT prEz

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARtOONISt

By tARA MARtIN, CARtOONISt

Hello East Central students, faculty, and staff. I hope everyone 
had a fun and safe Spring Break. 

I first want to thank everyone who attended or participated 
in EC’s Got Talent. The SBA was very 
pleased with the turn out, and we hope 
you all enjoyed the show. 

As you all know, the end of the year 
seems to be just around the corner 
now, but that does not mean the activi-
ties and events for the year have ended. 
The volleyball court being packed every 
day is a good sign everyone’s favor-
ite EC event, SPRING SPREE, is almost 
here! Get your teams ready because if 
you know nothing about Spring Spree, 
know that this is by far EC’s most com-
petitive and exciting week. 

I definitely encourage everyone to 
participate. As the year comes close to 
an end, I want to urge you to make these last few weeks the best 
of the year. Remember to get involved in all that East Central has 
to offer. After all, these are the best days of our lives! 

Love always,
Nicole Bounds

Student Body President

BOUNDS

TARA MARTIN
Cartoonist

CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

My how time flies when we are 
having fun!  Graduation is upon 
us already.  Congratulations to 
those of you who will make that 
memorable walk on Saturday, 
May 12 at 11 a.m. in the Neshoba 
County Coliseum.

FRESHMEN, ensure you have 
registered for summer courses 
and next fall’s classes in order 
to acquire the classes you need 
to graduate!  Summer Registra-
tion begins on Wednesday, April 
4th at 8:00 a.m.; Fall Registration 
begins on Monday, April 16 at 8 
a.m.  See your advisor ASAP if you have questions.  Classes will fill to 
capacity quickly!

Many events are scheduled:  
Baseball and Softball continues throughout the spring. 
April 11 & 12 - Senior Days from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
April 16 – FALL REGISTRATION begins
April 19 – ECCC Concert Choir – 7 p.m.
April 26 – Ac’cents & Concert Choir Tryouts – 1 p.m.
May 3 – ECCC Awards Day - 10:30 a.m. – Huff Auditorium
May 3 – ECCC Ac’cents Choir – 7 p.m. – Vickers Auditorium
May 12 – Graduation – 11 a.m. – Neshoba County Coliseum
A great tradition at ECCC is the annual Spring Spree competition 

April 23rd through the 26th.  Start getting your teams together to 
enjoy the volleyball tournament, the scavenger hunt, the formal 
dance, the crawfish boil, and the games!  See Ms. Marcie Pinson 
(mpinson@eccc.edu/635-6213) for more information.

If you have any questions or concerns let me know.  Please let 
someone know if you are having problems.  You can reach me at 
635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

It’s Fall Registration Time

Resident Halls are Filling Up; 
Spring Spree This Month

LEE

Don’t Miss Spring Spree During this year’s session in congress, the Mississippi legislature to 
ban texting and driving could show significant progress in terms of 
becoming a law in Mississippi. Several lawmakers have drafted bills 
that would then make it illegal for drivers to send texts while they 
were driving. No action has actually been taken on the bills at press 
time, but lawmakers are hopeful. The texting while driving ban has 
been shut down every time it has come up. This is quite dishearten-
ing because lawmakers have been pushing the legislation for al-
most three years now. However, there are laws in effect that prohibit 
teen drivers with intermediate licenses from using their cell phones 
while driving. 

There are just so many bad things that can happen with driv-
ers distracted by their phones. The National Transportation Safety 
Board has even gone so far as to say, that there should be a ban on 
all cellular devices or any other portable devices that could hinder 
a person’s ability to drive except in an emergency situation. They 
conducted a study that concluded that 90 percent of all drivers have 
cell phones. The thing is, most people commonly do not believe 
that their driving is effected in any way while they are texting. How-
ever, these same people feel nervous or unsettled while in the pas-
senger seat, in the same situation. Some lawmakers have opposed 
the bill because they see it as a Government intrusion. 

Not to mention the fact that after a 2010 study of states with 
phone bans, the Highway Loss Data Institute found that the num-
ber of crashes did not decline even after hand-held phone bans 
went into effect. So while many people think that phone bans while 
driving are good ideas, they still can’t seem to hold much merit in a 
Congressional setting. 

—Addreonna Seger, Staff Writer

OTHEr VIEwS
The Driving While Texting Legislation 
May See Bumpy Roads Ahead



THis means war
I’m going to be honest, when my 

friends told me we were going to see 
“This Means 
War” I was not 
happy, I was 
expecting a 
chick flick with 
bad actors 
and bad plots. 
However, I was 
completely 
wrong. 

This is one 
of the better 
movies that I 
have seen in 
a while. It is 
basically a drama, action, comedy, and 
epic movie all wrapped up into one 
great package. FDR and Tuck played 
by actors Chris Pine and Tom Hardy are 
two best friends that work as spy field 
agents for a US government agency. 
They happen to find interest in the 
same girl, Lauren, played by actress 
Reese Witherspoon. 

After finding out they are both 
chasing after the same girl, they de-
cide to let the best man have the girl. 

This movie is FUNNY! There is no 
other way to explain it. It had my 
brother and me “cracking up” the 
entire time, with all the antics between 
the two spies and using their spy 
resources to try to throw the other off 
it will keep you laughing. It also has a 
love story for the girls. 

All in all, a great movie for anyone, 
but especially for the couples. 

—Tyler Yates

Staff Writer
GHosT rider 2

“Ghost Rider 2” was certainly a 
change from the first, and unfortu-
nately not for the better. 

The first movie was not really a 
blockbuster itself and this sequel cer-
tainly went down the wrong path to 
help the series. 

Actor Nicolas Cage plays Johnny 
Blaze who has now found he has no 
control over the demon inside of him 
and is running from the world try-
ing to keep his rage from engulfing 
him. Blaze soon meets a man named 
Moreau that tells him, for a favor, he 
can relieve Blaze of his curse. 

This favor involves keeping the devil 
from finding his son and using him to 
take over the world. Nicolas Cage does 
not do a very good job of acting in this 
movie. More or less it’s just him riding 
around on a flaming bike screaming 
like a mad man. The supporting roles 
are decent, but don’t put forth the 
effort to make you care when they are 
harmed or killed. 

Overall, not a good movie. If you 
like Ghost Rider and don’t mind bad 
acting this is the movie for you. For all 
you others, it certainly isn’t worth your 
time.

—Tyler Yates
Staff Writer

THe woman in Black
“The Woman in Black” premiered in 

January. It was a huge success with the 
lead character being none other than 
the well-known Daniel Radcliffe, more 
commonly known as Harry Potter. 

This movie depicts a 1983 horror 

fiction written 
by Susan Hill. 
The story tells 
of a menacing 
spectacle who 
haunts a small 
English town 
that has a his-
tory full of vio-
lent deaths of 
their children. 
The young law-
yer, Mr. Arthur 
Kipps, goes to a 
widow’s manor 
to collect papers for her will upon 
her sudden death. Kipps finds more 
than an abandoned house on what 
he thinks will be an easy job when he 
goes to collect the papers. 

Daniel Radcliffe did an exceedingly 
great job on his performance leading 
audiences to wonder what his next 
role will be. 

This was the first movie Daniel Rad-
cliffe has made since the completion 
of the Harry Potter series. 

The first Woman in Black movie was 
made in 1989. A few ironic qualities 
tied these movies together with Harry 
Potter. The original actor for Mr. Kipps 
was none other than the actor that 
played Harry Potter’s father in the Pot-
ter series. 

Daniel Radcliffe has shrugged this 
off in several interviews, admitting his 
wants the Harry Potter mania associ-
ated with his name to die down. This 
movie has essentially been viewed as 
what will define Radcliffe now that 
his is away from being known only as 
“Potter.” The Woman in Black is very 

entertaining and the setting was 
fantastic. 

They portrayed a beautiful example 
of the English countryside. On a scale 
of one to ten, I would rate this movie a 
seven. It was slow to begin, but other-
wise kept me very entertained.    

—Ashley Moore
Staff Writer

THe Vow
“The Vow,” which was released 

around Valentine’s Day, was a highly 
anticipated movie for many- girls 
that is!  Although it is a chick flick, it is 
based on a true story which does help 
give the viewers a better connection.  

Not long 
after a young 
couple is mar-
ried, their true 
love is put to 
the test in a 
tragic event, 
leaving the 
wife with 
amnesia.  She 
awakens to no 
memory of her 
husband.  The 
movie takes 
you through 
not only what they have to face, but 
also her estranged parents and their 
past.  Many did not like the ending of 
the movie, but I thought it showed 
hope!  Life is not a fairytale.  It is what 
you make of it.

— Jessica Barnett,
Staff Writer

THis means war
If you like movies with tons of action 

and romantic comedies, “This Means 
War” is definitely for you.  

Generally, I do not care for spy mov-
ies but this one is by far an exception.  
The movie por-
trays two spies 
who are best 
friends, one 
spy is a player 
and the other 
is a recently 
divorced man 
with a seven 
year old son.  
Their person-
alities, as far 
as love and 
relationships, 
are completely 
opposite.  Tuck, 
Tom Hardy, the recently divorced man, 
goes on a dating Web site and meets 
Lauren, Reese Witherspoon.  They 
instantly have a connection.  After their 
date, she stumbles into FDR, Chris Pine, 
whom she gets a bad first impression 
from.  The friends show each other their 
“dream girl” and discover it is the same 
girl.  After this they go into an all out 
war with each other trying to impress 
this girl in the best way they can.  There 
is also another story going along with 
the romance so don’t just think it is a 
romantic comedy with guns.  

This movie, in my opinion, was the 
funniest movie I have seen in a long 
time.  I would definitely recommend 
everyone to go see it! 

— Meghan McIntosh
Assistant Editor
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Microsoft’s Next Big Move: A New OS Screams Innovation
BY ADDREONNA SEGER 

Staff Writer

It’s hard to compete with Apple 
or Android with dead technology. 
Thankfully, Microsoft finally realized 
this. 2012 is the year that everything 
will evolve. Windows, Microsoft’s core 
Operating System (OS) will be getting 
an upgrade. This affects tablets and 
mobile devices mostly, currently, but 
will soon hopefully catch on with lap-
tops, desktops, and notebook comput-
ers produced by Microsoft. 

The corporation is leaving the 
development and change of the new 
software up to how it all works and 
how the consumer base responds to 
the new technology. This basically 
leaves the future of the company in 
the consumer’s hands. Understand-
ably so, there are recent statistics that 
show close to 90 percent of today’s 
computers run some version of 
Windows. This guarantees a certain 
level of success no matter what. How-
ever, no one wants another Microsoft 

Vista plague on their hands. The new 
technology is Windows 8. It’s a bold 
step forward for the company since 
the experience on tablets and mobile 
devices was a key part of its realiza-
tion.  Apple and Android tablets have 
cornered the market up until now and 
Microsoft is finally stepping up their 
game.  It is essentially the fact that 
there are no Microsoft tablets that can 
hold a candle to the touch screen user 
interface or usability much less the 
low-power needs of the consumers. 
This could be a significant break for 
Microsoft’s profit. At least, that’s what 
they are hoping for. 

Apple and Android currently have 
stronger mobile platforms to build 
upon and the iPad is dominant in 
tablets. The fact of the matter is, Mi-
crosoft is making such a huge change 
because of the need to evolve to keep 
their company above water. This is 
because the idea of desktops and lap-
tops are becoming stagnant. People 
are becoming more and more reliant 
upon tablets and mobile phones. But, 

what exactly is 
Windows 8 and 
why could it po-
tentially change 
Windows 
experience? 
Windows 8 is a 
re-evaluation of 
Windows core. 
It looks differ-
ently and works 
differently than 
any other ver-
sion before it. 
The idea was 
that Microsoft wanted to create a ver-
sion of the OS that includes a flexible 
user interface that could be used with 
tablets just as easily as with traditional 
computers, or desktops that used 
mice and keyboards. The new inter-
face is called Metro. It’s aesthetically 
and functionally similar to the Win-
dows Phone. The interface is centered 
on touch-friendly “titles”, instead of 
files, folders or icons. There will still 
be access to the traditional desktop, 

however and switching back and forth 
between Metro and the traditional 
icons will be incredibly user friendly.  

A lot of people love Apple because 
of the way the products all synchro-
nize together. Well, Microsoft has 
found a way to capitalize on that. If 
you have Windows 8 with a Windows 
Live account (which they all come with 
standard after manual set-up) all of 
your information is synched via the 
cloud. Assuming that the space and 
memory are available, that means that 
if you were to log onto a friend’s PC, 
it would effectively become yours—
apps, bookmarks, and all—until you 
log back out. There is also SkyDrive, 
which allows Microsoft users to store 
up to 25GB of data.  In addition, Win-
dows 8 will run simultaneous logins 
for up to five different computers at a 
time so that families can share ac-
counts. If a USB key of the new OS is 
purchased, the consumer can boot 
straight from that without installing 
anything on their computer. Which 
means: multiple Operating Systems at 

once! It’s exciting. Windows 8 will also 
synchronize with the Xbox 360 which 
will allow Xbox Live users launch Xbox 
360 games on the desktop or stream 
video to an Xbox at home. Windows 8 
also, unfortunately, includes a newer 
version of Office, code-named “Of-
fice 15.” Yes, that does mean you will 
probably need to take another college 
course after you’ve already taken Of-
fice 7 and Office 10 Computer Con-
cepts.  

That’s technology for you, always 
evolving. The fact that Microsoft is 
finally stepping up their game and 
putting out a new OS is also very excit-
ing, though. The download is currently 
available for anyone who would like to 
try out the new OS and can be found 
on Microsoft’s Web site. Of course, the 
software is far from ready and won’t 
be released until sometime in the fall 
of 2012. This is the biggest change in 
Windows since the release of Win-
dows 95, and they’re only just getting 
started.

from THe sHelf

THeaTer Take

ASHLEY MOORE
Staff Writer

ADDREONNA SEGER
Staff Writer

Box Office Hits Get Mixed Reviews by Staff

TYLER YATES
Staff Writer

By TYLER YATES
Staff Writer

i’m noT ready
I’m Not Ready is Michael 

Bolton’s song off of his latest 
album featuring Delta Goodrem.

 It is a great song, unfortu-
nately it’s about a break up, but 
besides this fact it is a good 
song. As usual Michael sings 

loud and proud and his partner 
in this song Delta has the soft 
tender voice to counter his. With 
great lyrics and harmonies this 
song will definitely catch your 
attention and make you hit 
the repeat button more than a 
couple of times.

noT alone
Not Alone is a single off of 

Red’s newest album Until We 

Have Faces. 
red

Red is a Christian band and 
this song is talking about how 
when you think the world has 
left you and just caved in on 
top of you God will always be 
there for you. It has Red’s usual 
sound with the orchestra back-
ing up the band and this makes 
the song have even more of an 

impact and that much more en-
joyable. There is a special video 
posted on Youtube by the band 
showing fan letters that they 
have received talking about how 
the song has had an effect on 
their lives, if you like the song 
this is a video you’ll want to see. 

Great bands have great songs 
and this case is no different; so, 
look it up and see for yourself!

TemPorary Home
Temporary Home is an older 

song by the country artist Carrie 
Underwood. To explain to you 
how amazing it is that I like this 
song I’ll just say this, it is one of 
only two country songs that I 
like out of the entire genre. But 
even though I don’t like country, 
this song is extremely good. It 
basically says that if you are hav-

ing trouble down here on Earth 
don’t worry this is only your 
temporary home, Heaven is your 
real one. 

With great lyrics that can 
bring some to tears, incredible 
music, and the addition of an 
amazing singer this country 
song proves that you can’t judge 
a song by its genre. 

Bolton, Red, Underwood offer Great Hits, New Tunes

MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Features Editor

The Phantom is a Great Read & A Must for Phantom of  the Opera Fans
By TYLER YATES

Staff Writer

For those of you who love a good 
book that will keep your attention 

from the very first sentence to the 
last word, this is a book for you. “The 
Phantom” written by Susan Kay tells 
the story of Eric who is better known 
as The Phantom from “Phantom of the 

Opera.” 
If you are a fan of “the Opera” this is 

a must read. It begins at the birth of 
Eric and leads up to his point of view 
from the original Opera. I am not an 

avid book reader but this one kept my 
attention and did not disappoint. 

I won’t give away any of Eric’s life 
before the Opera House, but it certain-
ly will surprise you of what he went 

through to get there. 
This book is a great for anyone who 

loves a good read, and is a must for 
any “Phantom of the Opera” fans. 

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer



EXTRAORDINARY STUDENT

Winters A.K.A. The Magic Man Entertains
By DANA MCKEE

Staff Writer

1.  Where are you from?  Grenada
2.  Where did you graduate from? 

I am a high 
school drop 
out. I dropped 
out in the ninth 
grade, but to 
me, quitting 
was not an 
option. Even 
though high 
school didn’t 
necessarily 
work for me, 
I still felt the 
need to get 
an education. 
I achieved my 
G.E.D. in October 2010, which was one 
of the greatest accomplishments of 
my life.” 

3.  When did you first get into 
magic? At age 8, I started out. My 
mom bought me my very first magic 
set, which I lost half the pieces to. 
Then, I started seriously practicing at 
age 14, and performed my very first 
successful self-levitation at age 17. I 
made magic a career at age 21. 

 4.  How and why did you make 

the transition from performing 
magic for fun to making it a career? 
I couldn’t see how to make money off 
of it at first, but with proper training, 
from a reliable source I was educated. 
Once enlightened, I pursued it in a ca-
reer because young and old Mississip-
pians don’t get to enjoy great quality 
magic.”

 5.   Why did you feel the need to 
get a college education when you 
have already begun your career as 
a magician?  Because the working 
world treats magicians like any other 
business person. The person with the 
degree gets the job, and the person 
without it, does not. The main reason 
is to apply for corporate shows for 
major businesses. Many businesses 
have magicians perform before a big 
meeting in order to ease the tension 
of workers and create an environment 
in which they can focus on their jobs 
better.

 6.   Who are your biggest role 
models in the magic industry? Of 
course, every magician looks up to 
Harry Houdini. Second role model in 
my life and career is none other than 
David Copperfield because I enjoy his 
performances. They remind me of a 
Disney movie.  They almost take you 
into another dimension.

7.   Where do you perform your 
magic shows? Usually in northern 
Mississippi.  I travel in big towns such 
as Jackson where I perform for the 
brave men and women who serve 
our country. It is the least I can do for 
their sacrifice. I also perform at the La 
Terraza Mexican restaurant and bar in 
Greenwood Ms. I also perform at the 
Triple N Ranch. Here, school children, 
tourists, and other people can get a 
chance to see life on a real ranch and 
see great quality magic. I also do fund 
raisers for schools, and sports teams. 
And I perform for birthday parties 
and family get-togethers. I do school 
performances and tell my story of my 
quitting school and encourage stu-
dents to go against the odds and to 
think outside the box.”

 8.  If anyone wants you to per-
form at a party or any of the other 
things you mentioned, how do 
they get in touch with you? Mainly 
my facebook page, e-mail (gregwin-
ters66@yahoo.com), or twitter (@
Greg2).” 

 9.   Why did you choose East Cen-
tral Community College to further 
your education?  I chose East Cen-
tral because I heard the people were 
nice, it was a good school, and it has a 
beautiful campus, then I found out it 

was all a lie…. Just playing. Haha.”
10.   Have you encountered any 

discrimination for your magic while 
attending East Central? I have been 
accused of witchcraft and devilry. 
Been written off as a monster, yet in 
the midst of all of this, I am able to 
get along with everyone including 
many teachers and staff, not to men-
tion sutdents. Even the most bizzarely 
dressed people can become success-

ful. Some of my fellow students have 
took the time to understand me and 
have walked inside of a little piece of 
my world, and to those, I say thanks for 
taking the time. To all of those people 
who have falsely accused me and blew 
things out of proportion, all I have 
to say is this: attempt to understand 
what you don’t understand. Open your 
mind before your mouth.

DANA MCKEE
Staff Writer

WINTERS

OTHER OPINIONS
President Obama’s Loan Forgiveness Plan: A Great Hope for College Students

Being currently enrolled in 
college teaches us more than 
just scholastics. We’re all grow-
ing up and getting out into the 
real world. We’re getting jobs, 
and we, as students are very 
aware of the fact that loans are 
prevalent and necessary if we 
want to get an education and 
better our lives. However, the 
Students of ECCC are not the 
only ones who feel the burden 
of student loans. Students all 
across the country are feeling 
the sting of debt after gradu-
ating from college. President 
Obama has enacted a plan to 

rectify this problem. The plan is 
called “Pay as You Earn,” and it is 
aimed at expediting the time-
line for an already-approved 
loan to be re-paid. Not only 
would this piece of legislation 
lower monthly federal stu-
dent loans, it would balance 
out a grad students earning 
potential. The administration’s 
plan would also enable recent 
graduates to consolidate their 
loans and achieve lower inter-
est rates.  This is great news 
for average and middle-class 
Americans struggling with 
Student debt, which at present, 

out-
weighs 
even 
Credit 
Card 
debt.  

Presi-
dent 
Obama 
has ex-
pressed 
time 
and 
time 
again, 
his desire to see Americans 
seeking a higher education. He 

believes that it will help to cre-
ate more opportunity and ulti-
mately improve the economy.  
During the past three decades, 
the costs of attending a four-
year university have nearly 
tripled. This forces students to 
take out more loans and rack 
up more debts. Last year alone, 
graduates who took out loans 
left college owing an average 
of $24,000. The Obama admin-
istration has said that 1.6 mil-
lion Americans will benefit from 
the lower monthly payments, 
and upwards of 6 million more 
can take advantage of the 

loan consolidations which will 
lower interest rates by up to 0.5 
percent on average.  The ones 
who will be most affected by 
the plan are recent borrowers 
or even current students whose 
income is significantly lower 
upon entering the workforce 
that monthly payments are a 
significant financial burden. 

There’s also a special clause 
for teachers as well. If a teacher 
is $25,000 in debt and earning 
$30,000 a year they will see 
their payments decrease to 
about $114 a month. 

Unfortunately, there is no 

such bill that can be enacted 
against private loans just 
yet. These are Sallie Mae and 
Citibank loans. The dangers 
of private loans are that they 
are giving out loans to people 
who are not as creditworthy as 
they should be because they 
can’t file for bankruptcy against 
them after the loans have been 
given and are then stuck with 
debt they can’t get out of. There 
is likely to be no legislation in 
the future that changes this. 

—Addreonna Seger 
Staff Writer
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Staff Writer

BY RAYCHAL REED
Staff Writer

One bowl of chocolate ice cream equals 
510 calories. One bowl of Captain Crunch 
equals 150 calories. Remember this the 
next time you sneak away to the refrig-
erator or kitchen cabinets for a midnight 
snack. 

We are all guilty of feeling the urge 
to run out for ice cream, eat our left-
overs from supper, or munch away chips, 
cookies, and candy. Midnight snacks are 
the worst possible enemies of a healthy 

eating plan. The 
problem arises 
from an overload of 
calories when you 
eat late-night snacks 
after already eating 
throughout the day. 

The best way to 
battle the hunger 
attacks throughout 
the night is to eat 
enough throughout 
the day. Eat small 
meals, but eat many 

of them. 
It is actually better to eat more tiny por-

tions throughout the day than to starve 
yourself between meals. Fortunately, there 
are some healthy snacks that are “okay” to 
eat in those late hours. 

Studies show that sugar-free Jell-O, 
sugar-free ice pops, or a single 100-calo-
rie snack pack are all good choices for a 
healthy midnight snack. 

So snack away throughout the day, but 
at night keep the refrigerator locked up 
tight. RAYCHAL REED

Staff Writer

Midnight Snacks: What to Eat & Not to Eat

4 Ways Not to Kill Your Roommate
By JESSICA BARNETT

Staff Writer

For most college freshmen, 
one of the exciting things to 
look 
forward 
to is 
room-
ing with 
their 
best 
friend.  
Al-
though 
it does 
have its 
advan-
tages, 

it does have its disadvantages.  
Face it, there is no one on this 
earth who would never get on 
your nerves at least once!  No 
matter who they are!  So, to 
help eliminate some unnec-
essary stress, here are a few 
guidelines:

1. Because you are friends, it 
does not mean you are joined 
at the hip.  Have your own life!  
College is about meeting new 
people and having new experi-
ences!  Don’t be afraid!

2.  Be not only respectful 
to yourself but to your room-
mate!  You are in college now, 
so clean up after yourself!  If 
everything has its place then 

you will not have to frantically 
look for it a minute before 
class!  Also, if your roommate 
is studying then don’t have the 
TV or you music loud.

3.  Have boundaries.  There 
is your stuff, and there is your 
roommate’s stuff.  Don’t mess 
with it unless you ask.

4.  Have a routine.  The first 
thing to do, especially the girls, 
is find out when everyone likes 
to take a shower, and set up 
times for each person.  If they 
miss their time, then they will 
have to wait until everyone is 
done.  It will keep the bicker-
ing down, and everyone will 
not try to get into the bath-

room all at one time.
Here are a couple of stu-

dents sharing what they do to 
avoid conflict.  Hunter Mayo, a 
freshman says, “I like to go run-
ning.  I am away from every-
one, and it is a healthy way of 
escape.”

Ashley Palmer, also a fresh-
man says, “Since I have been 
involved with band, I have met 
a lot of new people.  You can 
never have enough friends!”

This is not a guarantee that 
you and your roommate will 
have no problems; however, it 
is a guarantee that this unnec-
essary stress will not happen!

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

 We 
Want 
Your 

News!
E-mail information about 
your club/organization 
to gphillips@eccc.edu.

Send photos with identification 
and any happenings.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Attending college doesn’t 
mean one has to commit time 
and money to a four-year 
degree plan. It can mean that, 
and does for many students, 
but for an increasing number 
of college prospects, a techni-
cal degree or immediate career 
skills are the ticket to a great 
future.

East Central Community 
College has more than 700 
students enrolled in such 
programs, which are being 
featured as part of Career-Tech-
nical Education Month recog-
nized each February.

“Career-Technical programs 
at ECCC give students the 
technical training, as well as 
the hands-on experience, that 
will make them successful in 
their chosen field of study,” 
said Wayne Eason, Director of 
Workforce Education. “Once 
finished with the degree, many 
programs are also offering 
students the option to take 
National Skills Certification and 
other certifying tests that will 
make them valuable to future 
employers.”

The College offers techni-
cal programs in Automotive 
Technology, Computer Pro-
gramming Technology, Com-
puter Networking Technology, 
Microcomputer Technology, 
Office Systems Technology, 
Healthcare Data Technology, 
Hotel and Restaurant Manage-
ment Technology, Culinary Arts 
Technology, Drafting and De-
sign Technology, Architectural 
Engineering Technology, Land 
Surveying Technology, Electri-
cal Technology, Heating and Air 
Conditioning Technology, Colli-
sion Repair Technology, Preci-
sion Machining Technology, 
and Early Childhood Education 
Technology. Career programs 
include Cosmetology, Carpen-
try and Cabinetmaking, and 
Welding.

Technical programs at ECCC 
are designed to prepare stu-
dents for employment upon 
completion of the curriculum. 
Students who complete a two-
year program are then eligible 
to receive the Associate of 
Applied Science Degree. Those 
completing a one-year option 
will receive a certificate.

Career programs are de-
signed to teach students a 
trade and a certificate is issued 
upon satisfactory completion 
of the programs. These pro-
grams meet six hours a day, five 
days a week, unless otherwise 
specified in the college cata-
log or schedule. Each program 
includes classroom instruction 
and hands-on experience.

Highlighted below are five 
specific programs, which will 
give students an idea of the 
course offerings available on 
the Decatur campus.

Computer Networking 
Technology is a two-year 
program, which offers train-
ing in  telecommunications, 
network administration and 
client/server systems. In addi-
tion to various elective and core 
courses, students will receive 
instruction in courses such as 
Data Communications, Web 
and Programming Concepts, 
Network Components, Visual 
Basic Programming, Concepts 
of Database Design, Network 
Planning and Design, Network 
Administration Using Linux and 
Network Implementation.

Students who complete 
coursework in Computer 

Programming will be prepared 
for employment as a computer 
programmer and/or computer 
operator, web developer or 
network administrator. Instruc-
tion is provided in several 
different programming lan-
guages including Visual BASIC, 
RPG, COBAL, SQL, Java, Script, 
Advanced Visual Basic, Data-
base, Advanced PRG, Advanced 
COBOL, C, and XML. Hands-
on experience is included on 
microcomputers as well as an 
online business computer sys-
tem. This is a two-year Associ-
ate Degree program.

Precision Manufacturing and 
Machining prepares individuals 
to manufacture metal parts on 
machines such as lathes, grind-
ers, drill presses, milling ma-
chines and computer numerical 
control equipment.  Instruction 
includes making computations 
related to work dimensions, 
testing, feeds and speeds of 
machines; using precision 
measuring instruments such 
as layout tools, micrometers 
and gauges; machining and 
heat-treating various metals; 
and laying out machine parts. 
Also included is instruction in 
the operation and maintenance 
of computerized equipment. 
Students may choose between 
a two-year Associate of Applied 
Science Degree or the one- or 
two-year certificate program.

Heating and Air Condi-

tioning Technology prepares 
individuals to work in engineer-
ing departments or private 
firms installing, maintaining 
and operating small or medium 
air conditioning, heating and 
refrigeration systems. Instruc-
tion prepares individuals to 
work in a commercial setting 
performing special task relat-
ing to designing ductwork, 
assembly, installation, servicing, 
operation and maintenance of 
heating and cooling systems. 
This is a two-year Associate 
Degree program.

Students who successfully 
complete the Collision Repair 
Technology  program will be 
prepared for beginning po-

sitions as body, frame and 
refinish technicians. Instruction 
includes all phases of Collision 
Repair, including glass replace-
ment, welding, replacement 
of hardware and trim items, 
cosmetic and structural repairs. 
Students may choose between 
a two-year Associate of Applied 
Science Degree or the one- or 
two-year certificate program.

For more information on 
these other other career-tech-
nical courses, contact Eason 
at 601-635-6211 or toll free at 
1-877-462-3222. The e-mail is 
weason@eccc.edu. Students 
may also find information on 
the College’s Web site at www.
eccc.edu.

Career-Technical Programs 
Offer Educational Options

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Markesha Willis of Philadelphia completes her assignment during 
Computer Programming class.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Heating and Air Conditioning Technology allows students like Kyle 
Breland of Decatur (pictured above) to receive hands-on training on 
HVAC equipment.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Collision Repair student Stanley Foster of Louisville works in the 
painting booth during his laboratory class.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Instructor Danny Gresset (right) assists Chance Thaggard of Mad-
den during lab time of the Precision Machining course.

What’s so great about CAREY?
Second in the Nation Speech and Debate Team

36-year running Carey Dinner Theatre

45 extracurricular activities, including an involved BSU

Mission opportunities around the world and the U.S.

12 athletic teams, including basketball, cross country, soccer,
baseball, softball, tennis, and golf

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY
Hattiesburg • Biloxi • New Orleans

www.wmcarey.edu

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Jacob Dean (left) and Sedrick Page, both of Decatur, work on the 
internal parts of a computer during their Networking Technology 
classes.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Ribbon-Cutting for ECCC Science Building: East Central Community College officials are shown participating in a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny Feb. 14, to officially mark completion of the Aaron R. Davis Science Building. From left are Mickey Vance, Vice President for Business 
Operations; Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, Vice President for Instruction; Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC President; biology instructor Mrs. Ron (Patti) 
Davis; Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth of Lake, ECCC Board of Trustees Chairman; and biology instructor Curt Skipper who also serves as division 
chairman. The $4.1 million facility is named in memory of Ron Davis, longtime biology instructor and division chairman who lost his battle 
with cancer in April 2006. The two-story facility includes state-of-the art laboratories for science students. State bond funds accumulated in 
recent years provided the financial resources to complete the much-anticipated addition to the ECCC campus. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Unveils New Science Building: With the Aaron R. Da-
vis Science Building in the background, East Central Community 
College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin provided remarks about the 
recently completed facility during a program held Feb. 14. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony to officially mark completion of the $4.1 million 
project was held following the program, which also featured com-
ments by ECCC Board of Trustees Chairman Dr. Jimmy Holling-
sworth of Lake and science faculty members Curt Skipper and Patti 
Davis. The building is named in memory of her late husband, Ron 
Davis, longtime biology instructor and division chairman who lost his 
battle with cancer in April 2006.  The two-story structure includes 
state-of-the-art laboratories for science students. State bond funds 
accumulated in recent years provided the financial resources to 
complete the project.   

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Players Present ‘Little Shop of Horrors’: The East Central Community College Players presented their spring musical selection, 
“Little Shop of Horrors,” at March 29 through Saturday, March 31, in the Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium. A matinee was held Wednesday, 
March 28.  Stacey Pollock, who served her first year as theater director, said, “Little Shop of Horrors” was a rock musical that combined the 
sounds of Motown and doo-wop music. The lead character, Seymour (Brandon LaBue of Conehatta), is a clumsy, kind-hearted florist shop 
worker who stumbles upon an exotic plant. This plant named Audrey II (voiced by Jason Mann of Newton), who takes on a personality, is 
unlike any other and it changes the skid row florist shop into a thriving business.” Additional cast members included Lindsay Gibbs (Au-
drey) and Persephiney Wingo (Ronette), both of Morton; Megan Dollar (Chiffon) of Union; Claire Griffin (Crystal) and Jeremy Carson (Mr. 
Mushnik), both of Decatur; Clint Reynolds (Orin) of Philadelphia; Danielle Shelley (Mrs. Bernstein) of Sebastopol; Ellen Gibbs (Mrs. Luce) of 
Newton; and Troy Gregory (Skip Snip) of Little Rock. Amanda Packer of Decatur serves as the plant puppeteer. Chorus members included 
Sandy Alexander of Little Rock; Brittany Burton and Johnny Kight, both of Louisville; Shelby Parkman of Raleigh; Wanda McKee and Robin 
Coker, both of Newton; and Kierra Ealy and Holli Nutt, both of Morton. George Bond of Brandon, D. J. Townsend of Madden and James 
Hanna of Carthage served as members of the technical crew. Chelsea McMillan of Lake is the stage manager. The pit band included ECCC 
music keyboard instructor Natalie Emmons, piano; assistant band director Ed Girling, drums; ABE/GED director Ryan Clarke, bass guitar; 
and Fine Arts Division Chairperson and Director of Bands Thomas W. Carson, acoustic guitar. Set and plant designer was art instructor 
Chris Brady.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
On March 7, 2012, two East Central students were recognized for 
their achievements at the All-Mississippi Academic Team Banquet 
for Phi Theta Kappa in Jackson, Mississippi. Dustin Cullen was 
named to the Second Team of the All-Mississippi Academic Team. 
Cullen is president of the Theta XI chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
Baptist Student Union, and the Alpha Alpha Epsilon Engineering 
Club at EC. He is also very involved in numerous clubs and activi-
ties on campus including the Environmental Club, Wesley Founda-
tion, and EC Players. Cullen was also chosen as the HEADWAE 
student of the year.  Raychal Reed has been named to the First 
Team of the All-Mississippi Academic Team and also selected as a 
Coca-Cola Bronze Scholar. For her accomplishment as a Coca-Cola 
Scholar, she will be recognized in the April 23 edition of the USA 
Today. Reed serves as co-captain of the Centralette dance line, vice 
president of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, and co-editor of the Wo-He-Lo  
yearbook. She is also very involved in campus activities as treasurer 
of the student body and a member of the Astronomy Club. These 
students received these honors based on academic achievement, 
service to both school and community, and participation in Phi Theta 
Kappa. They were recognized by the Mississippi Legislature and 
received medallions and scholarships for their accomplishments.  
Pictured above from left to right is Dr. Phil Sutphin, Dustin Cul-
len, Raychal Reed, and Amanda Walton, co-sponsor of Phi Theta 
Kappa. 

If you or someone you know is 
 

Talking about suicide 
Writing about suicide 
Thinking about suicide 

 

Don’t keep it a secret  
shatter the silence! 

 
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department  

of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit         
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information. 

   
   
    

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina    
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants.  The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. 

We Want 
Your 

News!
E-mail information about your club/ 

organization to gphillips@eccc.edu. 
Send photos 

with identification and any happenings.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM

JACKSON – As the 15 Mis-
sissippi community colleges 
continue to demonstrate their 
leadership role in providing 
higher education and work-
force training to thousands of 
Mississippians, the colleges also 
continue to struggle with high 
enrollments and low state ap-
propriations. 

Over the  past three years 
credit enrollment has climbed 
23 percent, from 67,779 to 
83,210 students. In fall 2010, 72 
percent of all freshmen in pub-
lic institutions were enrolled in 
a community college. Yet even 
with “level” funding –meaning 
the colleges did not receive a 
funding cut in the current bud-
get year– provided by legisla-
tors in 2011, the colleges are 
still 39 percent below Mid-Level 
Funding approved by legisla-
tors in 2007. Mid-Level Funding 
mandates per-student funding 
for community colleges that is 
midway between per-student 
funding for K-12 students and 
regional public univesity stu-
dents.   

Using data from FY 2010, the 

IHL regional universities were 
funded at $6,648 per student 
and K-12 at $4,638 per student.  
Accordingly, community col-
leges should have been funded 
at $5,643 per students, but 
instead received only $3,277 
per student.   

“With the upturn in econ-
omy, we are hopeful that the 
Mississippi Legislature will 
make significant progress 
toward Mid-Level Funding. Our 
colleges are the main access 
road to higher education in 
Mississippi and primary source 
of job training for Mississippi 
business and industry,” said 
Hinds Community College 
President Dr. Clyde Muse.  

“No one disputes the notion 
that the only way our state can 
improve its economic standing 
is by increasing the educational 
attainment of its citizens. Fund-
ing for education must be the 
state’s first priority,” Muse said.  
With more students in their 
classrooms but with stagnant 
state appropriations, the 15 col-
leges are left struggling to meet 
the needs of students without 
raising tuition beyond their 
ability to pay. 

Community college support-
ers from across the state will 
meet with their area legislators 
Tuesday, March 20 to share 
their message of concern. A 
news conference will be 9:30 
a.m. in the second floor rotunda 
of the Capitol. 

“Whether it is traditional 
academic classes, workforce 
training, or adult education, our 
community colleges are vital 
to the future of our state,” said 
Dr. Eric Clark, executive director 
of the Mississippi Community 
College Board. “We hope the 
Legislature will recognize our 
importance and fund us ac-
cordingly.” A strength of the 
community college system is 
serving the nontraditional adult 
student who needs to return to 
school but has family obliga-
tions. 

In the case of Karol Haley, 
a nontraditional student at 
Holmes Community College, 
flexibility that included online 
classes helped her as she faced 
the loss of her business, the 
sudden accidental death of her 
husband and numerous medi-
cal issues over the years.

 “I was raising four children 

and the owner and opera-
tor of a thriving restaurant in 
the downtown Grenada area. 
However, when the economy 
started moving businesses 
out near the interstate, I was 
forced to sell my own busi-
ness,” she said. “I was facing an 
uncertain economic future and 
many financial burdens. My 
only choice was to continue my 
education, while I strived to get 
healthier.” 

After years of struggles she 
will graduate in May with a 
second associate’s degree, in 
billing and coding technology, 
to go with her medical office 
technology degree. 

“Things would not have 
turned out as well for me if not 
for the exceptional opportuni-
ties, the support of the instruc-
tors and the convenience of 
Holmes Community College,” 
she said. 

Among the speakers at 
the news conference will be 
Bob Smith, president of the 
900-member Mississippi Associ-
ation of Community and Junior 
Colleges Faculty Association. 
They join college presidents, 
students, alumni and trustees 

in asking legislators to support 
more funding for community 
colleges. Since Fiscal Year 2000, 
community college enrollment 
has grown 50 percent while 
state support per student has 
declined by 24 percent. 

“The Mid-Level Funding law 
was supported unanimously by 
the Legislature, but little prog-
ress has been made in fulfilling 
that commitment. Our colleges 
face the threat of going from 
a national success to simply a 
survivor of funding cuts,” Smith 
said. “We are teaching more 
students with fewer resources 
and little consideration of the 
broad impact our colleges have 
upon the economic stability 
and prosperity of our state,” 
said Smith, an instructor at 
Jones County Junior College in 
Ellisville. 

About 80 percent of new 
jobs being developed in the 
current economy require 
college-level learning, and, 
in Mississippi 58 percent of 
all undergraduates in public 
institutions are at a community 
college.

CHRISTINA NOLLIE/EDITOR
ECCC Celebrates Black His-
tory Month: East Central Com-
munity College held its annual 
Black History Month program 
on Feb. 22 in the Vickers Fine 
Arts Auditorium. The Rev. Perry 
Fletcher, boys’ head basketball 
coach at Forest High School, 
served as guest speaker for 
the annual event, which began 
at 7 p.m. in the Vickers Fine 
Arts Center auditorium. Spe-
cial music was provided by the 
Newton County Inspirational 
Youth Choir. The ECCC Gos-
pel Choir, which sponsored the 
Black History Month program, 
also performed. Mrs. Brenda K. 
Johnson of Lawrence serves as 
choir sponsor.

Community College Capitol Day shines spotlight on underfunding

East Central Community 
College will hold tryouts for 
the Centralettes, the danceline 
for the Wall O’ Sound March-
ing Band, at 3 p.m. Thursday, 
April 12, in the South Campus 
Gymnasium. 

All Centralettes receive full 
tuition scholarships.

For more information con-
tact Thomas W. Carson, Director 
of Bands, at 601-635-6228 or 
toll free 877-462-3222, ext. 228. 
The e-mail address is tcarson@
eccc.edu.

Centralette 
Tryouts Set 
for April 12

The East Central Community 
College band department will 
host “EC Night of Percussion” 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 16, 
2012, in Huff Auditorium. 

There is no charge for admis-
sion and the public is invited 
to attend. The evening will 
begin with a performance by 
the ECCC Percussion Ensemble, 
under the direction of assistant 
band director Ed Girling. 

Also on tap are perfor-
mances by guest ensembles 
from Leake Central, Newton 
County and Neshoba Central 
high schools. ECCC music key-
board instructor Len Bobo will 
perform a piano solo and the 
program concludes with the 
ECCC Mallet Ensemble. 

“We look forward to an eve-
ning of great performances and 
are very excited to have guests 
from our local high school 
bands to participate in this spe-
cial event. We invite everyone 
to come out and support these 
young musicians,” Girling said. 

For more information, con-
tact Girling at 601-635-6306. 
The e-mail address is egirling@
eccc.edu.

EC to Host 
“Night of  
Percussion”

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Alumni Association Officials: These members of the East Central Community College Alumni Association Officers and Board of Directors are making plans for various 
events and activities scheduled in 2012. The annual Warrior Golf Classic will be held June 28 at the Dancing Rabbit Golf Club in Choctaw. A shotgun start at 10 a.m. begins the 
four-person scramble on the Azaleas Golf Course. The College’s Homecoming celebration is set for Saturday, Sept. 29. Honored reunion groups include the Class of 1962 on 
its Golden Anniversary; members of the 1981 and 1982 Warrior football teams; and cast members of the 1992 musical presentation of The 1940’s Radio Hour. Reunion meet-
ings are also scheduled for the Classes of 1957-58-59, 1979-80-81; and 1986-87-88. Alumni Association officials include (seated from left) Jeanette Beevers Thrash of Deca-
tur, Newton County representative; Cheryl L. Comans of Cleveland and Florence Harkins Henley of Starkville, out-of-district representatives; Dayna Morgan of Philadelphia, 
Neshoba County representative; Lisa O’Neill, ECCC Faculty Club president; Amanda Walton, career-technical counselor; and Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, Executive Director for 
Foundation and Alumni Relations; and (standing from left) James Vance of Meridian, out-of-district representative; Dr. Randall E. Lee, Vice President for Student Services; 
Paul Chamblee of Carthage, Leake County representative; Matt Alford and past Association president Dr. Bob Tom Johnson, both of Forest, Scott County representatives; Bob 
Posey of Philadelphia, Alumni Association president; Bill Freeman of Forest, Scott County representative; Jerald Everett of Clinton, immediate past Alumni Association presi-
dent; and Ann Hunter Burkes of Decatur, Newton County representative. For more information, contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, 601-635-6327 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, 
ext. 327. Her e-mail address is sholling@eccc.edu.    
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By CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

Sharon Griffin, the new dorm super-
visor at Barber Hall, is not only the new 
supervisor, but she is also the first Afri-
can American dorm supervisor in East 
Central Community College history. 
Many of the EC student body know 
her as Ms. Griffin, but the residents 
of Barber Hall know her as “Momma” 
because 
whatever you 
need, she will 
do her best to 
help you. If she 
doesn’t have 
the answer to 
your question, 
she will find it. 
If you need a 
shoulder to cry 
on, she is there 
to listen. 

Dr. Randall 
Lee, Dean of 
Students, said, “Ms. Sharon Griffin is 
an outstanding addition to the ECCC 
Housing division as the new dormitory 
supervisor of Barber Hall. “Ms. Griffin 
was already serving as a part-time 
security officer when the unexpected 
illness of Ms. Maxine Sullivan caused 
us to seek a new Barber Hall supervi-
sor.  She stepped right in on an interim 
basis and immediately connected well 
with the female residents.  Feedback 
from residents was all-positive, and 
we knew we had a winner!  After a 
few more weeks of outstanding work, 
we decided to make her full-time.” Ms. 
Griffin has adjusted well to the South 

as she returned “home” from a lifetime 
in Detroit, Mich.  She has special Bible 
study time and meal times with the 
residents and is adept at “lending an 
ear” when they need it, he said.“We are 
thankful that Ms. Griffin was available, 
and she is an excellent fit for ECCC,” Lee 
added. 

When asked what they thought of 
Ms. Griffin, Alexa Graham and Kendall 
Taylor, both freshmen said, “She cooks 
for us and she communicates with us 
in a non-condescending way. There’s 
nothing bad to say about Ms. Griffin.” 

Destiny Crawford, freshman said, 
“She seems more compassionate and 
cares a lot about her girls. I feel safe in 
Barber because whenever something 
happens, she’s on top of it.” 

Crawford’s roommate Courtney 
Drummond, also a freshman, said, “I 
like how she treats us like we’re her 
kids. I like how she checks that every-
one is coming in safe from the parking 
lot when it’s dark. I know I can go to 
her if I have any problems.” 

Jessica Barnett, freshman said she 
thinks Ms. Griffin is “personable.” “She 
seems to want to have a personal 
relationship with each of us here in 
Barber,” she said. 

“She’s a good dorm mother,” shares 
Diesha Taylor. “I haven’t had any prob-
lems with her. She’s nice. She’ll help 
you out whenever you need it. I’m glad 
she’s our dorm mother,” Ashley Palmer, 
freshman, said. In the same way, more 
residents of Barber Hall added to Ms. 
Griffin’s endless compliments. 

“She’s more active around the dorm. 
We can communicate with her a lot 
easier.” LaShundra Rush, freshman 

confided. 
Kelsey Stewart, sophomore, said, 

“She (Ms. Griffin) cares for you like a 
real Mother. I like her strong maternal 
instincts. She’s more tolerant of our 
noisiness. She tries to understand us 
and allows us to have more freedom.” 

Griffin said she was more than hap-
py to express her feelings towards her 
job and her love of the atmosphere at 
Barber Hall. 

“I’m loving my job!” she said. “I enjoy 
the kids. That’s really all I can say! I look 
forward to getting up everyday and 
interacting with the girls here.

“I thank God everyday. The hardest 
thing I had to do was leave my three 
daughters in Michigan, but He blessed 
me with 114 more daughters here. I 
feel like this was my destiny. I prayed 
and asked the Lord to show me why 
am I here. Two days later, I got the call 
that I got the position.” 

Griffin said she remembers when 
she was security; Ms. Sullivan and her 
would talk about how big of a respon-
sibility the job was, but Griffin said she 
feel like she’s at home here. 

“I want my girls to know that if 
you’re sick, I’m here,” Griffin said. If you 
need needle and thread, I’m here. If 
you just need to talk, I’m here.

“I love it when I help one of my 
girls and she says that sweet little 
‘yes ma’am.’ For example, I loaned out 
some money and I asked if she could 
get it back to me as soon as possible 
and when she agreed with a ‘yes 
ma’am’ I melted. It tugs at my heart-
strings every time!” 

Griffin said it’s truly a blessing to 
wake up everyday and do her job.  

“Even if I have to be tough every 
now and then, I still love them all,” she 
said. “There’s not a day that goes by 
that I don’t pray and ask for Him to 

keep all my girls safe.
“It doesn’t feel like a job; it’s my 

calling. I look forward to being here for 
years to come,” she added.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Dr. Betsy Mann, dean of healthcare 
education at East Central Community 
College, was named Nursing School 
Administrator of the Year at the sev-
enth annual Nightingale Awards Gala 
held March 5, 2012, at the Jackson 
Marriott. Sponsored by the Mississippi 
Nurses Association and the Missis-
sippi Nurses Foundation, the black-tie 
event highlights the achievements of 
outstanding nurses throughout the 
state who contribute significantly to 
the nursing profession, as well as those 
who support the work of nursing in a 
vital way. 

Dr. Mann was recognized as “a men-
tor, role model, encourager and a true 
example of a nursing administrator.”  
The award also cites Dr. Mann “for her 
dedication to the success of East Cen-
tral Community College’s healthcare 
program.”  

Dr. Mann, who has led the College’s 
healthcare program since 2007, said 
she is “very appreciative” of the award 
but more importantly she appreciates 
the recognition of ECCC’s healthcare 
programs, which include associate 
degree nursing, practical nursing, sur-

gical technology and EMT-Paramedic 
Technology. 

“We have an outstanding health-
care faculty at East Central,” said Dr. 
Mann, who served five years as associ-
ate degree nursing program instructor 
prior to beginning her tenure as dean 
of healthcare education. “Our goal has 
always been to maintain the highest 
quality school of nursing program and 
produce well-trained nurses…and 
thanks to our instructors we feel that 
goal is met each year.” 

Dr. Mann also serves on numer-
ous committees on the national and 
statewide levels and currently serves 
as a gubernatorial appointee on the 
Mississippi Board of Nursing as a Nurse 
Educator. She is married to Dr. John 
Mann and they reside in Philadelphia. 
In addition to Dr. Mann’s award, ECCC’s 
School of Nursing was nominated 
for top honors and associate degree 
nursing instructor Denita Thomas of 
Noxapater received a nomination for 
Nursing Faculty Member of the Year. 

Thomas, who joined the ECCC fac-
ulty in 2008, was recently selected to 
succeed Dr. Mann as dean of health-
care education, effective July 1, 2012. 
Dr. Mann earlier announced her resig-

nation to return to school and become 
a nurse practitioner. 

“The recognition by peers and col-
leagues that comes with Nightingale 
Award nomination is considered a sig-
nificant accomplishment and acknowl-
edgement of success,” said Dr. Debra 
West, executive director for programs 
and accountability for the Mississippi 
Community College Board. “On behalf 
of all our colleagues and the MCCB, 
we extend heartfelt congratulations 
to East Central Community College for 
representing our system so well.” 

Individuals and institutions for the 
annual Nightingale awards are nomi-
nated by their peers and colleagues. 
Nominations are then reviewed by a 
distinguished panel of out-of-state 
judges, all of whom have an experi-
enced background in nursing or the 
healthcare industry. More than 100 
nurses across the state were nominat-
ed in 18 award categories for the 2012 
competition.

Marshall Ramsey, two-time Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, nationally syndicated edi-
torial cartoonist for The Clarion-Ledger 
and host of the Marshall Ramsey Show, 
served as emcee for this year’s event.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Anna Kerr Cain of Chunky is a recent addition 
to the Adult Basic Education/GED Department 
at East Central Community College, announced 
Ryan Clarke, program director. 

Cain began her new duties as a part-time 
GED Examiner and most recently was named 
Dropout Recovery Recruiter. As the College’s 
Dropout Recovery Recruiter, Cain travels 
throughout the five-county district promot-
ing ABE/GED class locations, which include the 
ECCC campus; Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career-Technical Center; ECCC Career Advance-
ment Center in Louisville; Forest/Scott County 
Career and Technology Center in Forest; Leake 
County Career-Technical Center in Carthage; 

Carthage Career Advancement Center; Forest 
WIN Job Center; and Morton Public Library. 

In 2008, the Mississippi Legislature began 
funding the Dropout Recovery Initiative at all 
15 community and junior colleges. The goal 
of the legislation is to lower the number of 
Mississippi adults without a high school di-
ploma or GED from 26 percent to the national 
average of 20 percent with 10 years, which 
according to estimates would fuel an estimated 
$793,840,800 in economic benefits for the 
state. 

“As a result of the initiative, members of 
our ABE/GED classes who qualify as first-time 
GED Test takers have their initial fee waived, a 
savings of $75 per student,” said Clarke. “East 
Central is also able to provide one free college 

class for each GED recipient attending college 
for the first time as a part-time student.” 

Cain was previously employed with Regions 
Bank in Newton, Security National Bank in Rus-
ton, La., and Creative Images and Pretty Presen-
tations, both located in Newton. 

She is a 1998 graduate of ECCC, where she 
was a member of the Ac’cents Show Choir 
and Centralettes, the dance line for the Wall O’ 
Sound Marching Band. 

She is married to Jason Cain and they have 
three children: Peyton, Olivia and Riley Kerr, all 
students in the Newton County School District. 

They are members of Hickory Baptist Church. 
Cain is also available to speak to community 
organizations about the College’s ABE/GED Pro-
gram and can be contacted at 601-635-6278.

Cain Joins ECCC’s ABE/GED Department

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Dr. Betsy Mann, Dean of Healthcare Education at East Central Community Col-
lege, recently received the 2012 School of Nursing Administrator of the Year 
award. The award was presented at the Nightingale Awards Gala held March 5 in 
Jackson. The annual event recognizes the achievements of the outstanding nurses 
throughout the state who contribute significantly to the nursing profession, as well 
as those who support the work of nursing in a vital way. 

Mann Selected Top Nursing School Administrator

Barber Hall: Same Dorm, Different Mother
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC ‘Presidential’ Pitch!: East Central Community College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin tosses the 
ceremonial first pitch for the Diamond Warriors’ season opener with Bossier Parish (La.) Community 
College Saturday, Feb. 11, at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex. Sophomore catcher Carlos Leal of 
Puerto Rico is behind the plate. EC easily won the opener 19-0 and claimed a 7-6 victory in extra in-
nings by scoring the winning run in the bottom of the eighth inning. Dr. Sutphin earlier announced plans 
to retire on June 30, 2012. He has led the College since July 2000. He has also served ECCC as Dean 
of Students and Dean of Instruction. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC President Participates in Rural Community College Initiative: East Central Community Col-
lege President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (standing second from left) recently attended “Capitol Day” in Wash-
ington, D.C., for the Rural Community College Alliance (RCCA) as a member of the RCCA Board and 
Past Chair. Dr. Sutphin is shown with other RCCA representatives and Dallas Tonsager (seated left), 
Undersecretary of the USDA for Rural Development, during a ceremony highlighted by the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding between USDA Rural Development, American Association of Communi-
ty Colleges (AACC) and RCCA to involve community colleges in national policy discussions concerning 
rural issues. The group met earlier with the White House Rural Council regarding the role of community 
colleges in rural areas. Seated next to Undersecretary Tonsager is RCCA President Randy Smith of 
Oklahoma. Standing from left are RCCA Board members Joe Sertich (Minnesota), Dr. Sutphin (Missis-
sippi), Felicia Casados, Chair (New Mexico), Roy Silver (Kentucky) and Ted Spring, Chair-Elect (West 
Virginia).     
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STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, effi cient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety fi rst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to fi nd or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, fl ashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to fi nd the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Winning ways continue for 
the East Central Community 
College Diamond Warriors who 
improved to 20-12 overall and 
8-4 in the MACJC South Divi-
sion following a pair of victories 
over Copiah-Lincoln Commu-
nity College Tuesday, April 3 at 
the Clark/Gay Baseball Com-
plex.

East Central rallied for an 
8-5 victory in the opener and 
held on for a 6-5 decision in the 
nightcap to sweep the Wolves, 
who dropped to 15-14-1 and 
2-10.

Ricardo Velez and Carlos 
Leal, both of Puerto Rico, each 
doubled and singled to lead the 
EC offense, which tallied four 
runs in the third inning and four 
and sixth to claim the win. Velez 
was also credited with two RBIs.

Other sluggers were Kalik 
May of Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County 
High School, Tim Anderson of 
Hillcrest (Ala.) High School and 
Kyle Henson of Starkville Acad-
emy, singles each.

Runs were scored by May (2), 
Anderson (2), Terrance Steele of 
Neshoba Central (2), Velez and 
Jared Seymour of St. Martin.

Co-Lin scored one run in the 
first inning and four in the fifth.

Right-hander Fernando 
Gonzalez of Puerto Rico picked 
up the win in relief. Gonzales 
hurled a scoreless 1 2/3 innings 
and allowed one hit. Starter 
Severino of Deer Creek went 3 
2/3 innings and allowed three 
earned runs on four hits. The 
right-hander fanned one batter 
and walked five. Right-hander 
Evan Humphries of Louisville 
pitched 1 2/3 innings and al-
lowed one hit.

In the second game, EC 
jumped out to 2-0 lead then 
fell behind when the visiting 
Wolves scored three runs in 
the top of the third inning. But 
the Diamond Warriors took the 
lead for good in the bottom of 
the frame following a two-run 
triple by Xzavier Franklin of 
Newton County, which scored 
David McAdory of Louisville 
and Velez. 

Fred Hampton of Nanih 
Waiya led hitters with two 
singles. Anderson contributed 
a double and Velez had a single 
and knocked in two runs.

Starter Blake Dubuisson of 
Long Beach was the winning 
pitcher and fellow right-hander 
Casey Wells of West Jones was 
credited with the save. Dubuis-
son went four innings and 
allowed four earned runs on 
six hits. He also fanned a batter. 
Right-hander Jordan Mixon of 
East Webster hurled an in-
ning and allowed one earned 
run on two hits. Right-hander 
Brock Ward of Louisville also 
appeared on the mound for 
an inning of work and allowed 
one hit. Wells hurled a scoreless 
seventh inning and fanned two 
batters. He also walked a batter.

ECCC hosts division foe 
Southwest Mississippi Commu-
nity College Wednesday, April 
11, in doubleheader action get-
ting under way at 3 p.m. at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex.

EC’s baseball program is led 
by head coach Neal Holliman 
and assistants Justin Brewer 
and Jack Edmonson.
Diamond Warriors Rally 
for Doubleheader Split 

Hampton’s RBI single in the 
seventh inning snapped a 7-7 
tie and the Diamond Warriors 
held on for a 9-7 victory over 
Pearl River Community College 
in the second of two matchups 
played March 31 on the Poplar-
ville campus. 

Hampton also belted a 
double in EC’s victory and 
finished with two RBIs. He also 
scored a run.

Anderson also had a produc-
tive outing at the plate blasting 
a home run and single and also 
had two RBIs and scored three 
runs.

Other sluggers were Velez 
and McAdory, two singles each; 
Leal and Hodges, doubles each; 
and May, single.

Velez, McAdory and Henson 
were also credited with an RBI 
each. May, Velez, McAdory, 
Henson and Seymour each 
scored a run.

Wells hurled the final 2 
1/3 innings without allowing 
a run to earn the win. Wells 
gave up two hits and fanned 
four batters. Dubuisson went 
2/3 innings and allowed one 
earned run on two hits. Right-
hander Marc Cruso of Harrison 
Central pitched 2 1/3 innings 
and allowed two earned runs 
on three hits. He fanned two 
batters and walked one. Mixon 
hurled 1/3 inning and gave 
up one earned run on one hit. 
Ward followed with 1 1/3 in-
nings and allowed one earned 
run on one hit. He also walked 
two batters.

In the first game, EC trailed 
5-2 after four innings but the 
Pearl River offense exploded for 
seven runs in the fifth to claim 
the easy victory.

Rubert Alcantara of the 
Dominican Republic led the of-
fense with a solo homer.

Other hitters were Hampton, 
McAdory and Henson, singles 
each. Hampton was also cred-
ited with an RBI. Henson scored 
EC’s other run.

Gonzalez took the loss. 
The right-hander allowed five 
earned runs on six hits through 
3 1/3 innings. He fanned 
two batters and walked one. 
Humphries pitched 1/3 inning 
and allowed three earned runs 
on three hits. Southpaw Coy So-
renson of Kosciusko, Mixon and 
right-hander Shawn Wiseman 
of Richton made brief appear-
ances on the mound.
Diamond Warriors Earn 
Spilt with Jones County

After dropping a 10-4 deci-
sion in the opener, the Dia-
mond Warriors rallied for a 7-4 
victory in the nightcap to earn a 
split of their doubleheader with 
division leader Jones County 
Junior College at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex.

In the first game, Jones 
County broke away from a 2-2 
tie by scoring five runs in the 
fifth inning and held on for the 
win.

Leal doubled and singled 
and Anderson collected two 
singles to lead the EC offense. 

Other hitters were Hampton, 
May, Rubert Alcantara of the 
Dominican Republic, McAdory 
and Terrance Steele of Neshoba 
Central, singles each. 

Leal, May, Anderson and 
Hampton were also credited 
with an RBI each.

Benji Sullivan homered and 
ripped three singles to lead 
Jones County.

Mixon took the loss for EC 
in relief, allowing five earned 
runs on four hits through 1 
2/3 innings. He also walked a 
batter. Starter Severina Signa 
went three innings and allowed 
one earned run on six hits. The 
right-hander from Deer Creek 
fanned two batters and walked 
one. Humphries pitched 1/3 
inning allowed one earned run 
on two hits. He also walked a 
batter. Cruso hurled the final 
two innings of the seven-inning 
battle and allowed two earned 

runs on two hits. He also fanned 
a batter.  

The second game was a 
much different contest for EC, 
which rallied from an early 3-0 
deficit by scoring four runs in 
the third inning. The Diamond 
Warriors added two runs in the 
fourth and a single run in the 
fifth and held on for the key 
division win.

Hampton homered and 
drove in two runs and Ander-
son contributed a double and 
a single and also collected two 
RBIs to lead the offense. Velez 
blasted a double and also had 
two RBIs. Steele and May had 
singles each.

Wells went the distance in 
recording the victory. Wells 
allowed two earned runs on six 
hits. He also fanned four batters 
and walked two.
Diamond Warriors Take 

Doubleheader MGCC
East Central’s baseball squad 

improved to 16-10 overall and 
4-2 in the MACJC South Divi-
sion following a doubleheader 
sweep of MS Gulf Coast Com-
munity College at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex.

The Diamond Warriors post-
ed a 7-1 victory in the opener 
and cruised 6-1 in the nightcap 
to take the key division battles.

Velez doubled and singled 
and knocked in two runs and 
Leal blasted two singles and 
had three RBIs to lead EC’s of-
fense in the opener. 

Other hitters were May and 
Anderson, singles each. 

Runs were scored by Velez 
(2), Anderson (2), May, Leal and 
Hampton.

Gonzalez was the winning 
pitcher, allowing one earned 
run on four hits through five in-
nings. He fanned three batters 
and walked five. Ward hurled 
two scoreless innings in relief 
and allowed one hit. 

In the second contest, McA-
dory doubled and knocked in 
a run to lead the offense. Other 
hitters were Anderson, Leal and 
Henson, singles each. Henson 
was also credited with two RBIs. 
Anderson and Leal knocked in a 
run each. 

Runs were scored by Hamp-
ton (2), Anderson, Velez, Leal 
and Alcantara.

Dubuisson went the distance 
in the seven-inning matchup to 
record the victory. He allowed 
one earned run on eight hits. 
He also fanned a batter and 
walked two. 

Diamond Warriors 
Sweep Hinds in Key 

Division Battles
East Central’s baseball team 

registered a pair of MACJC 
South Division victories in a 
doubleheader sweep of Hinds 
Community College March 20 
on the Raymond campus.

The Diamond Warriors 
cruised 13-5 in the opener and 
held on for a 4-3 decision in the 
nightcap.

Leal and Anderson blasted 
four singles each to lead the 
EC offense, which out-hit the 
Eagles by a 19-7 margin. Leal 
was also credited with three 
RBIs and Anderson knocked in 
a run.

Franklin also had a produc-
tive outing at the plate as he 
blasted three singles and col-
lected two RBIs.

Other sluggers were Velez, 
two doubles and an RBI; May, 
triple, single and RBI; Hodges, 
two singles; and Hampton and 
Alcantara, singles each. Alcan-
tara was also credited with an 
RBI.

Wells was the winning pitch-
er. The right-hander allowed 

four earned runs on four hits 
through 5 1/3 innings. He also 
fanned two batters and walked 
four. Ward pitched two-thirds of 
an inning in relief and walked 
a batter. Leal, who hurled the 
final inning, was credited with 
the save. He allowed one run on 
three hits and fanned a batter.

In the second contest, Hamp-
ton and Henson each doubled 
to lead the offense. Henson was 
also credited with an RBI.

Other hitters were Anderson, 
Velez, Leal, Steele and McAdory, 
singles each. McAdory and May 
were also credited with an RBI 
each.

Mixon got the win in relief. 
Webster hurled two scoreless 
innings and walked a batter. 
Signa went two innings and 
allowed one earned run on 
three hits. He fanned three bat-
ters and walked one. Gonzalez, 
Ward, Humphries and Sorenson 
also shared pitching duties.

Diamond Warriors 
Fall to Southwest; 
Sweep Northwest

East Central’s baseball squad 
began MACJC South Division 
action by dropping a double-
header to Southwest Mississip-
pi Community College March 
17 in Summit.

The Diamond Warriors were 
blanked 5-0 in the opener and 
fell 7-2 in the nightcap.

EC managed just four hits 
in the first contest - a pair of sin-
gles from May and singles each 
from Hampton and McAdory.

Gonzalez took the loss, al-
lowing five earned runs on five 
hits through 4 1/3 innings. He 
fanned two batters and walked 
two. Humphries hurled 1 2/3 
innings in relief. He allowed one 
hit and fanned a batter.

In the second game, EC’s 
offense was led by Hodges, 
who pounded two doubles 
and scored twice. McAdory and 
Anderson contributed a single 
each. Anderson was also cred-
ited with two RBIs.

Dubuisson took the loss. 
Dubuisson hurled three innings 
and allowed three earned runs 
on three hits.  He also walked a 
batter. Mixon, Ward and Cruso 
made brief appearances on the 
mound.

In other games last week, EC 
sweep a doubleheader from 
Northwest Mississippi Commu-
nity College March 14, winning 
the opener by a 6-5 margin and 
posting an 8-5 decision in the 
nightcap.

May collected two singles 
and an RBI in leading the EC of-
fense in the first victory.

Other hitters were Hampton, 
Anderson and Steele, singles 
each.

Cruso was the winning pitch-
er and Ward was credited with 
the save. Cruso hurled three 
scoreless innings of middle 
relief and allowed four hits. He 
also fanned four batters and 
walked one. Ward pitched the 
final three innings and allowed 
two hits.

In the second game, McAdo-
ry and Hampton led the offense 
with two hits each. McAdory 
doubled and singled and col-
lected two RBIs. He also scored 
two runs. Hampton also scored 
a run.

Leal contributed a triple, and 
singles each were registered by 
Anderson, May and Velez.

Humphries picked up the 
win and Sorenson was cred-
ited with the save. Humphries 
hurled two innings in relief and 
allowed one earned run on two 
hits. He also walked two bat-
ters. Sorenson hurled the final 
2 1/3 innings and allowed one 
hit. He also fanned a batter.

Diamond Warriors 
Sweep Northeast

Winning ways continue for 
the Diamond Warriors who 
claimed a pair of victories over 
Northeast Mississippi Commu-
nity College at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex.

East Central cruised 11-1 in 
the opener and held on for a 
10-8 decision in the nightcap.

Hampton May and Velez 
each had two hits to lead the 
EC offense, which registered six 
runs in the third inning, one in 
the sixth and four in the eighth, 
when the scheduled nine-in-
ning contest was called due to 
the 10-run rule.

Hampton,was credited with 
a double and single and led the 
team with three RBIs. He also 
scored a run.

Velez collected two singles 
as did May. Both also scored 
two runs and Velez knocked in 
a run.

Other hitters were Ander-
son, Alcantara, McAdory, and 
Steele and Dustin Floyd, both of 
Neshoba Central, singles each. 
Steele also knocked in a pair of 
runs and scored once.

Anderson, Alcantara, Floyd, 
Carlos Leal and Franklin each 
had a RBI. Anderson also scored 
a pair of runs. Leal and Floyd 
scored a run each.

Wells picked up the win. The 
right-hander went six innings 
and allowed one run on two 
hits. He fanned four batters and 
walked four. Humphries hurled 
a scoreless two innings in relief. 
He fanned a batter and allowed 
two hits.

In the nightcap, EC held a 
10-3 advantage after six innings 
but the Tigers made a contest 
of the non-division matchup by 
rallying for five runs in the top 
of the seventh but could get no 
closer.

Leal sparked the offense with 
his three-run homer and Ander-
son added a two-run single.

Other hitters were Velez, 
double; and Anderson, May, 
Alcantara and Steele, singles 
each. May also knocked in a 
run and scored twice. Hampton 
also scored twice. Other runs 
were scored by Alcantara, Velez, 
Steele and Seymour.

Gonzalez picked up the win. 
The right-hander went six in-
nings and allowed one earned 
run on four hits. He fanned five 
batters and walked three. So-
renson and right-handers Cruso 
and Mixon also made brief ap-
pearances on the mound.

Diamond Warriors 
Sweep MS Delta

Offenses dominated for both 
teams in the opener and East 
Central Colleg bats remained 
hot in the nightcap as the 
home standing Diamond War-
riors registered a pair of victo-
ries over Mississippi Delta Com-
munity College at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex. 

MS Delta, led by former 
EC assistant Michael Avalon, 
dropped to 3-10-1. Avalon was 
honored prior to the opener 
by Coach Holliman and Ath-
letic Director Chris Harris who 
presented the first-year Trojan 
coach with a framed jersey he 
wore during his five years as a 
Diamond Warrior assistant. 

In the opener, EC spotted 
Delta a 1-0 lead in the top of 
the second inning but the 
Diamond Warrior offense rallied 
for nine runs in the bottom of 
the frame to take a command-
ing 9-3 advantage. The visitors 
later trimmed the deficit to 12-9 
in the fifth but EC responded 
with six runs in the bottom of 
the inning and added another 
run in the sixth for the easy vic-

tory, which was called after six 
innings due to the 10-run rule 
in the scheduled nine-inning 
contest.

May and Franklin each had 
two hits and three RBIs to lead 
the offense. May, who doubled 
and singled, also scored three 
runs. Franklin was credited with 
two singles and also scored a 
run.

Also with multiple hits 
were Anderson and Velez, two 
singles each. Both also scored 
three runs and Velez was cred-
ited with two RBIs. Anderson 
added an RBI.

Other Diamond Warrior 
hitters were Leal, Alcantara, 
Seymour and Ryan Shotts and 
McAdory, both of Louisville, 
singles each. 

Leal and McAdory were also 
credited with two RBIs each, 
and Alcantara, Shotts, Seymour 
and Hampton each knocked in 
a run. Alcantra and Seymour 
also scored two runs each. 
Also scoring were Leal, Shotts, 
Hampton, McAdory and Steele.

Wiseman picked up the win. 
Wiseman went 4 1/3 innings 
and allowed six earned runs 
on seven hits. He fanned three 
batters and walked one.  Brief 
appearances on the mound 
were made by Sorenson, and 
Ward and Cruso.

In the second contest, EC 
jumped out to a 2-0 first-inning 
lead and added a pair of runs in 
the third, one in the fourth and 
three in the fifth to capture the 
seven-inning matchup. Delta 
scored once in the second and 
added two runs in the fourth.

Velez homered and doubled 
to lead the offense. He was also 
credited with four RBIs and 
scored twice. 

Hampton also had two hits – 
a pair of singles – and knocked 
in two runs.

Other hitters were May, Al-
cantara, McAdory and Franklin, 
singles each. Each also scored 
a run. May and Franklin also 
knocked in a run a piece.

Dubuisson got the win. Du-
buisson went 3 2/3 innings and 
allowed three earned runs on 
six hits. He fanned two batters 
and walked one. Mixon pitched 
the final 3 1/3 innings and al-
lowed two hits. He also fanned 
five batters.

ECCC Spits Twin Bill 
at MCC

After dropping a 5-4 decision 
in the opener, East Central’s 
baseball team responded with 
a 7-4 victory in the nightcap 
to split a doubleheader with 
Meridian Community College at 
MCC’s Scaggs Field. 

East Central held a 2-1 
advantage after seven innings 
in the nine-inning opener 
but the host Eagles rallied for 
three runs in the bottom of 
the eighth. EC tied the contest 
at 4-4 in the ninth but MCC 
responded by scoring the win-
ning run in the bottom of the 
frame.

May led the EC offense with a 
double and RBI. He also scored 
a run.

Anderson, Shotts and 
Hampton recorded singles 
each. Shotts and Hampton also 
knocked in a run a piece. 

Mixon took the loss in relief. 
He allowed one earned run on 
two hits during his appearance 
in the ninth inning. He also 
fanned a batter and walked 
one. Wells went 5 2/3 innings, 
allowing one earned run on five 
hits. The right-hander fanned 
five batters and walked two. 
Ward hurled two innings and 
gave up three runs on four 
hits. He struck out a batter and 
walked two.

Diamond Warriors Notch 20th Victory Following Sweep of Co-Lin
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Golfers representing East Central 
Community College participated in 
the � fth MACJC event of the 2012 
campaign,  which was held April 2 at 
the North Creek Golf Club in Horn Lake 
and April 3 at Wedgewood Golf Club in 
Olive Branch.

Gulf Coast won top honors in the 
36-hole event by posting rounds of 
283 and 286 for a 569 total, seven-
under par.

Host Northwest � nished second at 
581 (286-295), followed by Copiah-Lin-
coln, 591 (295-296); East MS, 595 (298-
297); Jones County, 612 (306-306); 
Northeast, 621 (313-308); Itawamba, 
669 (336-333) and ECCC, 671 (345-
326).

Newton County High School prod-
uct Lee McDill led EC with rounds of 
87 and 79 for a 166 total, followed 
by Colby McLain of Neshoba Central, 
170 (85-85); Daniel Watkins, a home-
schooled student from Springdale, 
Ark., 171 (86-85); and Evan Dowell of 
Carthage, 179 (92-87).

Chris Clark serves as Warrior golf 
coach.

Next up for the ECCC golf team 
is the MACJC State Championship, 
scheduled April 16-17 at Riverbirch 
Golf Club in Amory.
Golfers Participate in MACJC 

Event at MSU
East Central Community College’s 

golf team placed eighth in MACJC-
sponsored competition held March 
25-26 on the Mississippi State Uni-
versity golf course. East Mississippi 
Community College in Scooba served 
as tournament host.

Golfers representing Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College took 
top honors in the 36-hole event by 
posting a score of 589 (300-289), 21 
over par.

East Mississippi � nished second at 
596 (299-297), followed by Northwest, 
603 (308-295); Copiah-Lincoln, 605 
(307-298); Jones County, 625 (320-
305); Itawamba, 653 (335-318); North-
east, 659 (329-330); East Central, 671 
(332-339); Hinds, 697 (344-353); and 
Holmes, 709 (363-346).

McDill led EC with rounds of 77 and 
79 for a 156 total. Shelby Patterson of 
Forest carded a 158 (80-78), followed 
by McClain, 172 (85-87) and Dowell, 
185 (90-95).

Golfers Participate 
in Co-Lin Tourney

Golfers representing East Central 
participated in the third MACJC-spon-
sored event of 2012, which was held 
March 5-6 at Brookhaven Country Club 
and Wolf Hollow Golf Club located at 
Copiah-Lincoln Community College in 
Wesson.

The Warrior linksters � nished sev-
enth with scores of 328 and 324 for a 
652 total in the 36-hole competition, 
won by Mississippi Gulf Community 
College, which carded rounds of 286 
and 294 for a 580 total, 12-over par.

Host Co-Lin � nished second at 597 
(299-298), followed by Northwest MS, 
607 (296-311); East MS, 617 (312-305); 
Jones County, 622 (311-311); North-
east MS, 643 (313-330); Hinds, 658 
(335-323); Itawamba, 668 (329-339); 
and Holmes, 678 (337-341).

McDill led EC with rounds of 73 and 
74 for a � ve over par 147. McDill tied 
for � fth place and quali� ed for the All-
Tournament Team.

Other team members and their 
respective scores included Patterson, 
154 (78-76); McClain, 167 (87-80); and 
Dowell, 184 (90-94).

Golfers Finish Sixth 
in Hinds Tournament

East Central’s golf team � nished 
sixth in the second MACJC-sponsored 

event of the 2012 campaign, a 36-hole 
competition held March 3-4 at Eagle 
Ridge Golf Club and hosted by Hinds 
Community College in Raymond.

The Warriors carded rounds of 327 
and 330 for a 644 total in the 10-team 
competition, won by Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College golfers who 
shot 590 (288-302), 14 over par.

Other two-year colleges and their 
respective scores were Copiah-Lincoln, 
611 (307-304); East MS, 623 (313-310); 
Northwest MS, 628 (313-315); Jones 
County, 644 (321-323); Northeast 
MS, 667 (342-325); Itawamba, 671 
(336-335); Hinds, 686 (347-339); and 

Holmes, 705 (356-349).
Patterson led EC with rounds of 79 

and 81 for a 160 total. 
McDill shot 163 (82-81), followed by 

McClain, 165 (83-82); and Dowell, 169 
(83-86).

Golfers Participate
in Gulf Coast Tourney

East Central’s golf team began the 
2012 campaign by participating in a 
10-team tournament held Feb. 26-27 
at the Oaks Golf Club in Pass Christian. 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College, which served as host, won the 
event with a two-day total 610 (309-
301), 34 over par.

Copiah-Lincoln � nished a close sec-
ond at 611 (310-301), followed by East 
Mississippi, 615 (305-310); Northwest 
Mississippi, 641 (339-302); Northeast 
Mississippi, 671 (341-330); Jones 
County, 671 (341-330); Itawamba, 685 
(337-348); ECCC, 701 (350-351); Hinds, 
719 (365-354); and Holmes, 742 (360-
382).

East Central was led by McDill and 
Patterson, who both posted a two-day 
total of 164. McDill had rounds of 77 
and 87 while Patterson carded scores 
of 87 and 77.  McLain shot 174 (87-87) 
and Dowell recorded a score of 199 
(99-100).

Warriors Golfers Participate in Northwest Tourney

 SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Golf Team: Members of the 2012 East Central Community College golf team include (from left) Evan Dowell, a prod-
uct of Carthage High School; Lee McDill, Newton County; Colby McLain, Neshoba Central; and Shelby Patterson, Forest. 
Also shown is Chris Clark, Warrior golf coach.    

Phi Theta Kappa Scholarships are available to community college transfers who have completed 48 semester hours of transferable 
academic credit. This is a 100% tuition scholarship after state aid has been applied.

Transfer Academic Scholarships may be available to in-state transfer students with a minimum CPGA of 3.00. Award amount is 
dependent upon number of transfer hours, GPA, and financial need. Applicants are required to complete the Mississippi Office of 
Financial Aid application.

Transfer Recognition Awards are presented to eligible out-of-state residents. This scholarship 
requires a minimum CGPA of 3.00 or better. The award amount is determined by GPA, transfer 
hours, and financial need. 

Contact Chris Gaines, Coordinator of Transfer Admissions
P: 662.846.4659 | C: 662-402-0861 | E: cgaines@deltastate.edu

We help you reach your goals.
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Warrior Golf  Classic 
Scheduled June 28

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Scholarships for East Central Community Col-
lege students will again be the top prize winner 
when the annual Warrior Golf Classic is held this 
summer at the Dancing Rabbit Golf Club in Choc-
taw This year’s four-person scramble is scheduled 
Thursday, June 28 on the Azaleas Course. 

Registration begins at 9 a.m. and will be fol-
lowed by a shot gun start at 10 a.m. Sponsored 
by the ECCC Alumni Association, the 11th annual 
event provides funding for student scholarships. 

“The Warrior Golf Classic provides much-need-
ed and appreciated scholarships for East Central 
students,” said tournament coordinator Dr. Stacey 
Hollingsworth who serves as executive director 
for foundation and alumni relations. “Since the 
tournament began in 2001, nearly $40,000 in 
scholarships has been awarded to students who 
reside in our five-county district. We certainly 
appreciate the support received for the tourna-

ment the past 11 years and encourage others to 
participate in this very worthwhile event.”

Entry fee is $125 per person, which includes 
green fee, golf cart, T-shirt and lunch, which will 
be served buffet-style beginning at approximate-
ly 2:30 p.m., prior to the awards ceremony. 

Corporate sponsorships are also available at 
the following levels: Gold, $650 (includes fees 
for a four-person team and a hole sponsorship); 
Silver, $400 (includes fees for two players and a 
hole sponsorship); and Bronze, $200 (includes a 
hole sponsorship). Food and beverage sponsor-
ship is available for $500. 

Awards will be presented to the Corporate 
Division champion and the top three finishers in 
each flight. Various on-course prizes will also be 
provided. 

For more information, contact Dr. Stacey Hol-
lingsworth, 601-635-6327 or call toll free, 877-
462-3222, ext. 327. Her e-mail address is shol-
ling@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College’s 
tennis teams were defeated by Holmes 
Community College and MS Gulf Coast 
Community College squads in recent 
contests.

The Warriors and Lady Warriors fell 
by identical 6-3 margins to Holmes 
Thursday, March 8.

In men’s competition, Andrew 
Hanna of Union and Lucas Calvert of 
Louisville posted wins in singles and 
doubles competition. 

Hanna defeated Lyons 7-6 (7-5), 
6-3 and Calvert clipped Gann 6-1, 6-0 
in singles. Hanna and Calvert also 
teamed to win their doubles match 
over Lyons/Parker 8-3. 

Hanna is a product of Newton 
County Academy and Calvert is a 
graduate of Neshoba Central High 
School.

In other men’s singles results, Levi 
French of Union fell to Hale, 6-0, 6-0; 
Blake Cochran of Newton County 
fell to Boxx, 6-4, 6-0; Chris Mayes of 
Louisville fell to Custode, 6-1, 6-0; and 
Josh Peoples of Leake Academy fell to 
Tedford 6-1, 6-2.

Cochran and Peoples were edged 
9-7 in their doubles match with Cus-
tode/McCumber, and French and Mays 
dropped an 8-3 decision to Hale/Box.

In women’s singles, Cassie Munn 
defeated White 6-3, 6-0 and Claire 
Tadlock blanked Applewhite 6-0, 6-0. 
Munn and Tadlock are products of 
Newton County High School.

In other women’s singles, Lauren 
Lurk of Newton County fell to Shields 
6-3, 6-0.   

Munn and Lurk teamed to win their 
doubles match over White/Shields, 
8-3.

In matches with MS Gulf Coast held 
March in Perkinston, the Warriors fell 
7-2 and the Lady Warriors were de-
feated 8-1.

In men’s singles, Hanna defeated 
Bell 7-6 (7-5), 6-1 and Calvert clipped 
Gann 7-6 (7-5), 6-1.

In other results, French lost to A. 
Puyol 6-2, 6-2; Cochran lost to L. Puyol 
6-2, 6-0; Mays lost to Burdick 6-0, 6-2; 
and Peoples fell to Wolfe, 6-3, 6-0.

The Warriors dropped all three 
doubles matches, as French and Mays 
fell to A. Puypol/L. Puyol, 8-0; Cochran 
and Peoples lost to Purdick/Bell, 8-1; 
and Calvert and Hanna were edged by 
Wolf/Baughman, 8-6.

In women’s singles, Tadlock was the 
lone winner as she defeated Grautham 
6-2, 6-7 (10-8). 

In other results, Munn lost to Fisher 
6-1, 6-0; and Lurk fell to Boss 6-1, 6-0.

Munn and Lurk fell to Fisher/Boss 
8-3 in the only doubles match.

ECCC’s tennis program is led by 
head coach Kyle Watson and assistant 
Dianne O’Neill.

ECCC Falls to Northeast
East Central ’s tennis teams dropped 

decisions to Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in competition 
held Monday, March 6 at Meridian 
Community College.

Both squads fell by 6-3 margins.
In men’s singles, Hanna, Cochran o 

and Calvert were the lone winners for 
the Warriors. Hanna defeated Gardner 
6-7 (6-8), 6-4, 1-0 (14-12); Cochran beat 
Dees 6-4, 4-6, 1-0 (10-5); and Calvert 
dropped Gann 6-0, 7-6 (7-2). 

In other results, French was clipped 
by Wade 6-3, 6-0; Mays fell to Nhek 6-1, 
6-3; and Peoples lost to Ferrell 6-1,6-3.

In men’s doubles, French and Mays 
lost to Wade/Dees 8-3; Cochran and 
Peoples fell to Gardner/Nhek 8-3; and 
Calvert and Hanna were edged by Fer-
rell/Schaefer 8-5.

Munn and Tadlock won their 
respective singles matches. Munn 
defeated Pruitt 6-3, 6-1 and Tadlock 
clipped Rose 7-5, 6-3. Lurk fell 6-4, 6-1 
in her match with Burke.

Munn and Lurk were victorious in 
their doubles match-up, cruising past 
Pruitt/Sykes by an 8-3 margin.

Warrior Netters Beat Hinds
The men’s tennis team recorded 

a 6-3 victory over Hinds Community 
College Feb. 21 in competition held at 
Gaddis Park in Forest.

Blake Cochran of Newton County 
and Josh Peoples of Leake Academy 
helped lead the Warriors to victory by 
defeating C. Harper and E. Fountain 
8-5 in doubles competition.  Lucas 
Calvert of Neshoba Central and Hunter 
Stovall of Philadelphia were also victo-
rious in doubles, winning their match 
by default. Levi French of Union and 
Chris Mays of Louisville were defeated 
8-0 by Y. Horbik and G. Blissard.

In men’s singles, Calvert defeated 
Harper (6-1, 7-5) and Mays clipped 
Fountain (6-2, 6-3). Peoples and Stovall 
won their matches by default. In other 
results, French fell to Horbik (6-0, 6-0) 
and Cochran lost to Blissard 4-6, 7-5, 
1-0 (10-8).

In women’s competition, the Lady 
Warriors were blanked 9-0.

Munn and Lurk fell 8-2 in their 
doubles match. 

In singles, Munn was defeated 6-0, 
6-0; Lurk fell 6-0. 6-3; and Tadlock lost 
6-2, 6-1. 

ECCC Netters Drop Recent Decisions

 SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Lady Warrior Tennis Team: East Central Community College’s Lady Warrior tennis team for 2012 includes (from 
left) Kelsey Tadlock, a product of Newton County High School; Savannah Vance, Trinity Episcopal, Natchez; Lauren Lurk 
and Cassie Munn, both of Newton County High School; Persephiney Wingo, Morton; and India Ball, Louisville. Not pictured 
is Claire Tadlock, Newton County. The Lady Warrior tennis program is led by head coach Kyle Watson and assistant Dianne 
O’Neill.   

 SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Warrior Tennis Team: East Central Community College men’s tennis team for 2012 includes (kneeling from left) 
Vacinte Young and Christopher Mays, both products of Louisville High School; Andrew Hanna, Newton County Academy; 
managers T.J. Davis of Louisville and Danny Smith of Carthage; and (back row, from left) Josh Peoples, Leake Academy; Lu-
cas Calvert and William Meruvia, both of Neshoba Central; Hunter Stovall, Philadelphia; and Blake Cochran, Newton County. 
Not pictured is D.J. Townsend, Carthage. The Warrior tennis program is led by head coach Kyle Watson and assistant Dianne 
O’Neill.   

 APPLY 
FOR 

HOUSING 
NOW!

Go to the Housing Office 
today and apply for Housing 

for Fall 2012. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

A.J. Peeler’s three-run homer high-
lighted a five-run sixth inning and 
provided East Central Community Col-
lege’s fast-pitch softball team with an 
8-3 MACJC South Division victory over 
Hinds Community College April 2.

With the key division win, East Cen-
tral improved to 25-9 overall and 9-4 
in league play under head coach Scott 
Hill and assistant Kristin Chaney.

In addition to Peeler – a Neshoba 
Central High School product  - other 
EC sluggers were Brittany Pounders 
of Southeast Lauderdale, two doubles 
and a single; Haelie Allen of Leake 
Academy, three singles; Lajoya Griffin 
of Philadelphia, two singles; and Mar-
lee Massey of Neshoba Central, Haylee 
Roberts of Enterprise and Tenna Pat-
terson of Lexington (Ala.) High School, 
singles each.

Massey, Pounders, Patterson, Allen 
and Kelsi Watson of Smithville were 
credited with an RBI each.   

Runs were scored by Griffin (2), 
Pounders (2), Massey, Peeler, Roberts 
and Allen.

Patterson got the win on the 
mound, allowing three earned runs on 
10 hits through seven innings. She also 
fanned two batters and walked one.

Softball Squad Splits 
Decisions at Co-Lin

After falling 2-1 in the opener, East 
Central’s fast-pitch softball squad ral-
lied for an 8-4 victory in the second 
contest with Copiah-Lincoln Com-
munity College in an MACJC South 
Division doubleheader played March 
29 on the Wesson campus.

Following the split decisions, EC’s 
record stood at 24-9 overall and 8-4 
in league play, while Co-Lin’s record 
was 13-17 and 4-10. Jones County and 
Gulf Coast are tied for the division lead 
with 10-2 marks. Jones County is 26-3 
overall and Gulf Coast sports a 19-5 
overall mark. 

In the opener, Co-Lin scored its two 
runs in the first inning and EC earned 
its only run in the second.

Hitters for EC were Pounders, 
double; and Roberts, Griffin, Patterson, 
Watson and Allen, singles each. Brown 
was also credited with an RBI, scoring 
Allen in the second inning.

Patterson took the loss on the 
mound, allowing the two runs on six 
hits through six innings. She fanned 
five batters and walked three.

In the second contest, EC’s bats 
came alive early as the squad scored 
seven runs in the first inning.

Dakota Vowell’s three run triple in 
the first inning helped lead the of-
fense. Vowell also scored a run. She 
is a product of Neshoba Central High 
School.

Other sluggers were Pounders, Al-
len and Peeler, two singles each; and 
Griffin, single. Peeler, Pounders, Brown, 
Watson and Allen were also credited 
with an RBI each. Also scoring runs 
were Peeler, Roberts, Pounders, Griffin, 
Brown, Watson and Allen.

Mary Sanders was the winning 
pitcher. The Adams Christian Academy 
product allowed three earned runs 
on five hits through 4 1/3 innings. She 
also fanned a batter and walked one. 
Patterson hurled the final 2 2/3 in-
nings without allowing a run. She also 
fanned three batters.

Softball Squad 
Sweeps Gulf Coast

East Central’s fast-pitch softball 
squad registered a pair of key wins 
over Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College.

The Lady Diamond Warriors rallied 
for a 5-3 victory in the opener and held 
on for an 8-6 decision in the second 
contest to improve to 21-8 overall and 
5-3 in the MACJC South Division.

Peeler belted a three-run homer 
to lead EC’s offense in the opener. 
Peeler’s blast came in the third inning 

when EC trailed 1-0. 
Other sluggers were Allen, three 

singles; Kaetlen Brown, a product of 
Edgewood Academy in Deatsvile, Ala., 
two singles and an RBI;, single and RBI; 
and Marlee Massey of Neshoba Central 
and Griffin of Philadelphia, singles 
each. 

Runs were scored by Allen (2), 
Massey, Peeler and Griffin.

Patterson picked up the win, allow-
ing two earned runs on five hits in the 
seven-inning battle. She fanned five 
batters. 

In the second game, the Lady 
Diamond Warriors once again over-
came an early 1-0 deficit with a six-run 
fourth inning. Gulf Coast responded 
with three runs in the fifth to cut EC’s 
advantage to 6-4. EC put its final two 
runs on the board in the fifth inning. 
The Lady Bulldogs responded with 
two runs in the sixth but could get no 
closer and EC held on for the victory

Roberts led the offense with a 
double, single and two RBIs. Peeler 
also doubled and singled.

Other hitters were Pounders, 
double; and Massey, Griffin, Brown, 
Allen, Vowell and Watson, singles each. 
Massey and Vowell were also credited 
with two RBIs each, and Brown and 
Allen knocked in a run each.

Runs were scored by Griffin (2), 
Massey, Peeler, Pounders, Brown, Vow-
ell and Allen.

Sanders got the win, allowing four 
earned runs on six hits through 4 2/3 
innings. She also fanned three batters. 
Patterson hurled the final 2 1/3 innings 
and allowed two earned runs on four 
hits.

Softball Squad Drops  
Doubleheader to JCJC

East Central’s fast-pitch softball 
squad dropped a doubleheader to 
Jones County Junior College March 19.

The Lady Diamond Warriors were 
blanked 2-0 in the opener and 9-0 
in the second contest of the MACJC 
South Division battle. EC fell to 19-8 
overall and 3-3 in league play follow-
ing the setback. 

Peeler led EC’s offense in the first 
contest with three singles. Massey 
contributed a single.

Patterson took the loss, allowing 
two runs on six hits in the seven-
inning contest. She also fanned three 
batters and walked one. 

In the second game, EC’s offense 
managed just three hits – singles each 
by Peeler, Roberts and Watson.

Brown took the loss, allowing eight 
earned runs on 10 hits through 3 1/3 
innings. She fanned two batters and 
walked two. Sanders hurled the final 
1 2/3 innings and allowed one run on 
two hits.

EC Softball Squad Sweeps 
Baton Rouge

Home runs by Peeler and Griffin 
lifted East Central’s fast-pitch softball 
team to a 3-2 victory in the opening 
contest with Baton Rouge Community 
College March 17. 

The Lady Diamond Warriors had 
much easier time in the second con-
test and cruised 7-1 to complete the 
sweep and improve to 19-6.

Peeler also singled in the opener. 
Other hitters were Massey and Rob-
erts, singles each.

Patterson picked up the win, allow-
ing two earned runs on six hits in the 
seven-inning matchup. She fanned 
five batters and walked one. 

In the second game, Peeler, Massey 
and Watson led the offense with two 
hits each. Peeler and Massey each 
doubled and singled and Watson had 
two singles. Allen contributed a triple. 
Allen and Watson also led in RBIs with 
two each. 

Other hitters were Brown, Vowell 
and Patterson, singles each.

Runs were scored by Allen (2), 
Massey, Peeler, Vowell, Griffin and 
Sanders.

Sanders also got the win, as she al-
lowed the one run on six hits through 
seven innings. She fanned two batters.

Softball Squads Splits  
Decisions at PRC

East Central’s fast-pitch softball 
squad split decisions with Pearl River 
Community College in MACJC South 
Division action March 6 on the Poplar-
ville campus.

The Lady Diamond Warriors held on 
for a 3-1victory in the opener but were 
blanked 8-0 in the nightcap. 

Allen led the EC offense in the first 
contest with two singles and an RBI. 
She also scored a run.

Other hitters were Pounders and 
Brown, singles each. Massey was cred-
ited with an RBI. Vowell and Sanders 
scored runs.

Patterson went the distance in the 
seven-inning battle to notch the win. 
She allowed one run on three hits. She 
also fanned three batters.

In the second contest, EC managed 
just two hits – singles by Allen and 
Peeler – in the loss.

Brown took the loss on the mound, 
allowing four earned runs on 10 hits 
in the five-inning contest. She fanned 
two batters and walked two.

Softball Squad Takes 
Pair from Hinds

MACJC South Division competition 
began on a positive note for East Cen-
tral’s fast-pitch softball squad which 
recorded a pair of victories over Hinds 
Community College in Raymond.

The Lady Diamond Warriors took 
the opener by a 5-1 margin and 
claimed the second contest by a 6-1 
score to complete the sweep and im-
prove to 16-5 overall and 2-0 in league 
play.

Peeler provided the big stick for EC 
in the opener, as her three-run homer 
in the top of the sixth inning snapped 
a 1-1 tie and the Lady Diamond War-
riors held on for the victory.

Other hitters for EC were Griffin and 
Allen, singles each. Allen and Watson 
were credited with an RBI each.

Runs were scored by Peeler, Griffin, 
Roberts, Pounders and Brown.

Patterson went the distance in the 
seven-inning battle to record the vic-
tory. Patterson allowed one earned run 
on five hits and fanned two batters. 

In the second contest, EC’s offense 
was powered by Roberts and Brown 
who each homered. Roberts also 
singled and finished with three RBIs. 
Brown added a double and had one 
RBI.

Other hitters were Allen, three 
singles; Massey, double and single; 
Griffin, two singles; and Watson, Peeler 
and Patterson, singles each. Massey 
and Watson also knocked in a run 
each.

In addition to Roberts and Brown, 
other EC players scoring runs were 
Massey, Watson, Griffin and Allen.

Brown was also the winning pitcher, 
allowing one earned run on just three 
hits in the seven-inning contest. She 
also fanned four batters.

Softball Squad Sweeps  
Baton Rouge

East Central’s fast-pitch softball 
squad earned a pair of victories over 
home standing Baton Rouge Commu-
nity College on Feb. 29.

The Lady Diamond Warriors cruised 
10-0 in the opener and posted a 6-1 
decision in the nightcap to improve to 
14-5.

Pounders homered and singled, and 
Peeler and Roberts collected three hits 
to lead the offense.

Pounders was also credited with 
two RBIs and scored twice.

Peeler hit two doubles and a single 
and was also credited with two RBIs. 

Roberts had a double and two 
singles and led in RBIs with three. She 
also scored two runs.

Other hitters were Griffin, two 
singles; and Massey and Vowell, Allen 

and Brown, singles each.
Patterson picked up the victory. 

Patterson allowed just four hits in the 
five-inning matchup. She fanned five 
batters and walked two.

In the nightcap, Pounders had three 
hits – a triple, double and single - and 
drove in two runs in leading the of-
fense.

Also having multiple hits were Grif-
fin and Allen, who each had a double 
and single. 

Other hitters were Brown, double; 
and Peeler, Roberts and Watson, 
singles each. Roberts and Watson were 
also credited with an RBI each.

Sanders was the winning pitcher in 
the seven-inning battle. She allowed 
one earned run on five hits. She also 
fanned two batters and walked a pair. 

Softball Team Splits  
Decisions at Holmes

After falling 2-0 in the opener, 
East Central’s fast-pitch softball team 
responded with a 16-0 blowout in the 
nightcap to split a doubleheader with 
Holmes Community College in Good-
man.

The Lady Diamond Warriors, now 
12-5 out-hit the home standing Lady 
Bulldogs by a 6-5 margin in the first 
contest but could not muster a run. 
Holmes scored its runs in the second 
and third innings to claim the non-
division victory.

Hitters in the opener were Watson, 
Roberts, Pounders, Griffin and Massey 
and, singles each.

Patterson took the loss on the 
mound. Patterson allowed just one 
earned run on five hits through six in-
nings. She also fanned nine batters.

EC’s offense came alive in the 
second contest, as the Lady Diamond 
Warriors collected 11 hits in cruising to 
the easy victory, which was called after 
five innings.

A two-run homer by Roberts in the 
first inning began the scoring on-
slaught for EC, which added a run in 
the second inning and put the contest 
out of reach with six runs in the third 
inning and seven in the fifth.

Roberts, who also singled, led EC 
with four RBIs.

Griffin led the team in hits with 
two doubles and a single. She also 
knocked in three runs.

Peeler contributed a double and a 
single and recorded two RBIs.

Other hitters were Pounders, Vowell 
and Allen, doubles each; and Wat-
son, single. Allen also had three RBIs. 
Pounders, Vowell  and Watson each 
knocked in a run.

Brown hurled a three-hitter in 
registering the shutout victory. Brown 
fanned two batters and walked one. 

Softball Squad  
Captures Three Wins  

at NEMCC Invitational
East Central’s fast-pitch softball 

squad won three of five contests in 
the Northeast Mississippi Community 
College Invitational held Feb. 24-25 in 
Booneville.

The Lady Diamond Warriors re-
corded victories over Lane College and 
Three Rivers by 9-1 margins in Friday’s 
competition, and picked up a 1-0 
victory over Itawamba but lost close 
decisions to Calhoun (3-2) and host 
Northeast (5-2) in Saturday action.

In the win over Lane College, EC’s 
offense was led by Brown, who pound-
ed a double and two singles. 

Also recording multiple hits were 
Watson, Pounders, Vowell and Allen, 
all with two singles each.

Sanders, was the winning pitcher 
fanning seven batters and allowed just 
one run on three hits in the five-inning 
matchup. 

EC’s scoring onslaught continued 
against Three Rivers, as the Lady Dia-
mond Warriors tallied four runs in the 
fourth inning and four in the fifth in 
cruising to the easy victory.

Griffin homered and singled, Wat-

son blasted a double and two singles, 
and Brown collected three singles 
to lead the offense. Vowell also had 
a productive outing at the plate and 
recorded two singles. Griffin was also 
the top run producer with three RBIs. 
Watson and Vowell were credited with 
two RBIs each.

Other hitters were Allen and 
Massey, singles each.

Patterson was the winning pitcher 
in the five-inning battle, allowing the 
one run on four hits. She also fanned 
six batters and walked one.

The EC offense was not as produc-
tive in the loss to Calhoun, as the 
squad managed just six hits. 

Roberts led the offense with a 
double and RBI. Singles each were 
recorded by Massey, Pounders, Brown, 
Allen and Peeler.

Brown took the loss, allowing three 
runs on five hits in the six-inning 
matchup. She fanned four batters and 
walked three.

In the shutout of Itawamba, Massey 
led the offense with three singles.

Other hitters were Pounders, Peeler, 
Brown and Vowell, singles each.

Peeler scored what eventually 
became the winning run in the second 
inning. Allen was credited with the RBI. 

Patterson allowed just one hit and 
fanned 10 batters to record the victory. 
She also walked a batter.

The Lady Diamond Warriors con-
cluded the two-day event with a loss 
to host Northeast.

Roberts homered and Brown col-
lected two singles to lead the offense.

Other hitters were Massey, Peeler 
and Griffin, singles each.

Sanders took the loss, allowing five 
earned runs on nine hits.

Lady Diamond Warriors  
Record Second Sweep  

of EMCC
Dominance over East Mississippi 

Community College continues for 
East Central’s fast-pitch softball team, 
which recorded its second sweep of 
the longtime rival.

The Lady Diamond Warriors took 
the opener by an 8-5 margin and over-
came a late rally by the Lady Lions in 
the nightcap to post a 12-7 victory and 
improved to 8-2. 

Pounders and Roberts had three 
hits each to lead the EC offense in 
the first win. Pounders homered and 
hit two singles and Roberts collected 
three singles.

Also having multiple hits were Grif-
fin, triple and single; and Allen, two 
singles.

Other hitters included Brown and 
Vowell, singles each.

Patterson went the distance in the 
seven-inning matchup to record the 
win. Patterson allowed two earned 
runs on seven hits. She also fanned 
two batters. 

In the second game, EC was cruising 
7-0 until the visitors tied the contest 
with seven runs in the fifth. The Lady 
Diamond Warriors added a run in the 
fifth and four in the sixth to seal the 
victory.

Pounders led the offense with a 
double and three singles. Massey also 
had a productive outing at the plate 
and was credited with three singles 
and three RBIs.

Also having multiple hits were 
Griffin, two doubles; and Vowell, two 
singles. Griffin also knocked in three 
runs.

Other hitters were Roberts, Allen 
and Peeler, singles each.

Sanders was the winning pitcher al-
lowing one hit and no runs in 1 2/3 in-
nings. Brown was the starting pitcher 
and went 4 1/3 innings, allowing six 
earned runs on five hits. She also 
walked four batters. Patterson hurled 
a scoreless seventh inning and fanned 
a batter.

EC defeated EMCC by scores of 
11-3 and 9-0 in early season action in 
Scooba.

Peeler’s Three-Run Homer Leads to Victory
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Basketball season has come to 
an end for East Central Community 
College’s Lady Warriors, who were 
eliminated in first-round competition 
of the MACJC State Tournament being 
held at the Davis Event Center on the 
Itawamba Community College cam-
pus in Fulton.

The EC women, who qualified for 
the prestigious event as the South’s 
No. 4 seed, were outscored 73-55 by 
the host Lady Indians, the top-seeded 
North squad.    

East Central trailed 38-32 at the 
break and trimmed the deficit to 44-40 
in early second half action but could 
get no closer as the Lady Indians 
pulled away for the decisive victory.

Sophomores Ja’Monica Orton and 
Kurlysha Bell each had 11 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors, who com-
pleted the 2011-12 campaign at 8-15 
under head coach Bill Smith and assis-
tant Britta Stephens. EC finished fourth 
in the MACJC South Division with a 7-5 
mark.

Orton, a 6’ guard, is a product of 
Walter E. Stebbins High School in Day-
ton, Ohio.  Bell is a 5-10 center from 
Kosciusko.

Xzandra Dowd, a 5-8 guard from 
Neville High School in Monroe, con-
tributed 10 points and was credited 
with a team-high nine rebounds.

Other scorers were Kelcia Bufkin of 
Scott Central, nine; Jakela Johnson of 
West Jones, six; and Inessa Adams of 
Horn Lake and Ashlee Hardy of New-
ton, four each.

The Lady Warriors made 19 of 47 
(40.4 percent) field goals, two of 10 (20 
percent) three-pointers and 15 of 18 
(83.3 percent) free throws.

Tri-Nita Baker poured in 20 points 
to lead Itawamba, which improved to 
22-2.

The Lady Indians connected on 29 
of 75 (38.7 percent) field goals, nine of 
27 (33.3 percent) treys and six of 12 (50 
percent) free throws.

Warriors Win Season  
Finale; Playoff-Bound Lady 

Warriors Fall in OT
Scott Central High School product 

Jimmie Broomfield pumped in 21 
points and Akeem Toppin of Columbus 
added 15 to lead East Central’s men’s 
basketball team to a stunning 73-68 
victory over playoff-bound Pearl River 
Community College in Poplarville.

The playoff-off bound Lady Warriors 
were not as fortunate and fell 80-68 
in overtime to the Lady Wildcats, who 
clinched sole possession of second 
place in the MACJC South Division fol-
lowing the victory, while ECCC finished 
fourth. 

Also scoring for the Warriors, who 
completed season action at 3-19 and 
3-9 under sixth-year head coach Mau-
rice Bowie, were Thomas Straughter of 
Jackson Callaway, 12; Keivondre Wat-
ford of Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central, eight; 
Cordarion Nichols of Newton and 
Hakeem Wesley of Newton County, 
four each; Jontrae Conley of Meridian, 
three; and Steven Fuller of Kemper 
County, TJ Leatherwood of Northridge 
(Ala.) High School and Bobby Wrench 
of Columbus, two each.

EC held a 39-31 advantage at half-
time.

Dowd pumped in 23 points to lead 
the EC women, who completed regu-
lar season action at 8-14 overall and 
7-5 in league.

Also scoring for the Lady Warriors 
were Bufkin, 16; Orton, 13; Bell, six; 
Hardy and Jaianah Matthew of Arkan-
sas High School in Texarkana, Ark., 
three each; and Adams and Johnson, 
two each.

The contest was tied 68-68 at the 
end of regulation.  

EC trailed 30-29 at the break.

Playoff-Bound Lady 
Warriors, Warriors 
Drop Home Finale

East Central’s basketball squads 
dropped a pair of four-point decisions 
to Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
at the Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa-
tion Building.

The Lady Warriors were clipped 
77-73 by the division-leading Lady 
Wolves and the Warriors fell 61-57 to 
the Co-Lin men at the season’s home 
finale recognized as “Sophomore Ap-
preciation Night.”

Orton poured in 21 points and 
grabbed nine rebounds to lead 
the playoff-bound EC women, who 
dropped to 8-13 overall and 7-4 in the 
MACJC South Division. Also scoring 
were Dowd, and Bufkin, 13 each; Bell, 
12; Matthew, seven; Hardy, three; and 
Adams and Johnson, two each.

Bell and Adams are also sopho-
mores and were recognized by Smith 
and Stephens during a special ceremo-
ny held between games.

EC trailed 39-26 at the break.
In the men’s battle, the Warriors 

held a 23-18 halftime advantage but 
the visiting Wolves outscored EC by 
a 43-34 margin in the second half to 
claim the four-point victory.

Wesley poured in 15 points to lead 
the Warriors, who dropped to 2-19 and 
2-9.

Also scoring were Straughter, 11; 
Conley, 10; Broomfield, nine; Watford, 
five; LaVadius Lyles of Forest, three; 
and Leatherwood and Toppin, two 
each.

Straughter, Conley, Broomfield and 
Jackson Therrien of Newton County 
Academy are sophomore players and 
were recognized by Bowie and Riley 
during a special ceremony held be-
tween games.

Lady Warriors Beat Hinds 
to Clinch Playoff Berth; 

Warriors Also Win
Four Lady Warriors scored in double 

figures and led East Central to an easy 
100-80 victory over the Hinds women 
at the Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa-
tion Building.

Orton was the top scorer in EC’s 
blowout of the Lady Bulldogs, pouring 
in 27 points. She also led in rebounds 
with 11. 

Also scoring in double figures were 
Matthew, 22; Dowd, 21; and Bufkin, 10.

Other point makers were Reneisha 
Evans of Newton County, seven; John-
son, six; Bell, three; and Adams and 
Allie Kirby of Edinburg, two each.

EC held a commanding 49-20 ad-
vantage at the break.

The Warriors were also victorious 
but it took double overtime for the 86-
83 decision. 

Broomfield pumped in 18 points to 
lead East Central.

Also scoring were Wesley, 17; 
Straughter, 11; Fuller and Toppin, 
nine each; Watford, seven; Conley, six; 
Leatherwood and Therrien, four each; 
and Wrench, one.

EC trailed 39-36 at halftime. The 
score was deadlocked at 66-66 at the 
end of regulation.

Lady Warriors Move Step 
Closer to Making Playoffs
Qualifying for the MACJC State 

Tournament is just one win away for 
the East Central’s women’s basketball 
team following a 71-66 nail-biter over 
Southwest Mississippi Community 
College.

With the victory, the Lady Warriors 
improved to 7-12 overall but more 
importantly 6-3 in league play. 

Bufkin was top scorer in EC’s win 
over Southwest pouring in 31 points. 
She was especially effective from 
three-point range, knocking down 
seven of 12 attempts from beyond the 
arc. Bufkin helped seal the victory with 
her driving layup followed by two late 
free throws in the game’s final mo-
ments.

Also scoring were Orton, 12; Hardy, 
nine; Matthew and Bell, six each; 
Dowd, five; and Johnson, two.

The score was tied 32-32 at the 
break.

In the men’s contest, the Warriors 
continue their struggles on the hard-
wood and fell 96-76 to the visiting 
Bears.

Broomfield tallied 14 points to lead 
the Warriors, who fell to 1-18 and 1-8.

Also scoring were Lyles, 11; Wesley, 
eight; Staughter and Nichols, seven 
each; Wrench, Collier and Watford, six 
each; Conley and Fuller, four each; and 
Toppin, three.

Southwest led 50-35 at halftime.

Lady Warriors Fall in MACJC State Tourney; 
Warriors Win Season Finale

 SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Orton Lays In Shot: Ja’Monica Orton (23) lays in two of her 11 points in East 
Central Community College’s matchup with Itawamba Community College during 
first-round action of the MACJC State Tournament being held ICC’s Davis Event 
Center on the Fulton campus. The Lady Warriors were outscored 73-55 by the 
host Lady Indians and completed the 2011-12 campaign with an 8-15 mark. Orton, 
a 6’ guard, is a product of Walter E. Stebbins High School in Dayton, Ohio. Shown 
providing pressure is Itawamba’s LaPrecious  Naylon (22) of Eutaw, Ala. 

 SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Hardy Attempts Tough Shot: Ashlee Hardy (31) attempts a difficult shot over a 
Hinds Community College defender during East Central Community College’s 
100-80 blowout of the visiting Lady Bulldogs. The Lady Warriors improved to 7-3 in 
the MACJC South Division following the easy victory and qualified for the MACJC 
State Tournament, scheduled Feb. 27- March 1 at Itawamba. Hardy, a freshman 
guard, is a product of Newton High School.  

 SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Broomfield Battles for Possession: East Central Community College’s Jimmie 
Broomfield (left) of Forest battles a Hinds player for possession during the War-
riors’ 86-83 double overtime win. Broomfield was EC’s top scorer with 18 points. 
He also grabbed seven rebounds. Broomfield, a sophomore guard, is a product 
of Scott Central High School.  In the background is Warrior TJ Leatherwood (3), a 
freshman guard and product of Northridge (Ala.) High School.   
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Freshman East Central Commu-
nity College golfer Lee McDill of 
Newton qualified for the All-Tour-
nament Team following MACJC 
competition held March 5-6, 
2012, at Brookhaven Country 
Club and the Wolf Hollow Golf 
Club located at Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College in Wesson. 
McDill tied for fifth in the 36-hole 
event by posting rounds of 73 
and 74 for a five over par 147. 
He is a product of Newton Coun-
ty High School. The Warrior golf 
team finished seventh among 
the 10-team participants. Co-Lin 
served as tournament host.  

Gus Wilcher of Edinburg dis-
plays a Custom Bob Berg Belt 
Buckle he received for captur-
ing top honors in bull riding 
competition held at a Southern 
Extreme Bull Riding Association-
sponsored event in Columbia, 
Alabama, on Jan. 28, 2012. He 
also received a $500 cash prize 
for the first-place award. Wilcher, 
18, is a freshman at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 
He plans to represent ECCC 
in his first National Intercolle-
giate Rodeo Association event 
scheduled Feb. 23-25, 2012, at 
Cossatot Community College in 
Texarkana, Ark. ECCC com-
petes in the Ozark Region.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Baseball Players Presented Honors: Several members of the 2012 East Central Community College baseball team received 
special honors at the annual First-Pitch Dinner held Feb. 4. From left are catcher Carlos Leal of Puerto Rico, team captain and pre-season 
home run contest winner (18); infielder Kalik May of Northport, Ala., Warrior Challenge winner; outfielder Fred Hampton, team captain and 
most improved position player from 2011, Brock Ward, most improved pitcher from 2011, Evan Humphries, team captain, and catcher/out-
fielder David McAdory, winner of the annual team slogan contest for his entry, “Never Let Good Enough Be Good Enough,” all of Louisville. 
The awards were presented by Diamond Warrior head coach Neal Holliman (right).      

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
MSU Coach Featured Speaker at ECCC First Pitch Dinner: Lane Burroughs (second from left), an 
assistant baseball coach for the Mississippi State University Diamond Dawgs, was the featured speaker 
for the annual First Pitch Dinner held Saturday, Feb. 4, 2012, at East Central Community College. Bur-
roughs provided an inspirational message for the Diamond Warriors as they prepare for the 2012 cam-
paign. During his remarks, the Meridian, Miss., native emphasized “success” is often the result of “fail-
ures,” and related several situations where professional athletes experienced setbacks prior to achieving 
success. He also reminded players the Diamond Warrior coaches “are here to help you become suc-
cessful.” Burroughs, a former Meridian Community College and Mississippi College baseball standout, is 
in his fourth year as an assistant on John Cohen’s staff. He is also a former assistant at Southern Miss. 
Burroughs is shown with ECCC head baseball coach  Neal Holliman (from left) and assistants Jack 
Edmonson and Justin Brewer following the program. 

MCDILL

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM
Avalon honored by East Central: Former East Central Community College assistant baseball coach 
Michael Avalon (left), who now serves as head baseball coach at Mississippi Delta Community College 
in Moorhead, was presented the No. 27 jersey he wore on the Diamond Warrior staff during a ceremony 
held prior to the ECCC/MDCC doubleheader at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex. Diamond Warrior 
head coach Neal Holliman (center) and Athletic Director Chris Harris presented the framed jersey to 
Avalon, who served from 2007-11 as Holliman’s assistant and helped lead the Diamond Warriors to the 
2007 MACJC State Championship. The inscription on the frame reads in part, “In recognition for your 
Dedication, Commitment and Loyalty to the ECCC Baseball Program.” The Diamond Warriors won both 
contests by scores of 19-9 and 8-3.   

WILCHER

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Pete Mazzella of Lake and 
Todd Tindle of Newton defeat-
ed Jason Hancock of Decatur 
and Matt Wade of Forest by a 
6-3 score to claim the men’s 
doubles title in an East Central 
Community College-sponsored 
event held recently. 

In other results, Levi French 
and Will Marston, both of 

Union, defeated Pat O’Neill of 
Decatur and Walt Stinson of 
Philadelphia, 6-5 (7-5); Phillip 
and Troy Savell of Philadelphia 
edged Russ and Will Thompson 
of Decatur, 6-3; and Brandon 
and Steve S. Clair of Decatur 
beat Brandon and Kerry Hud-
dleston of Little Rock, 6-1. 

ECCC tennis coach Dianne 
O’Neill served as tournament 
director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Guy Payne’s free throw was 
the only point scored in the 
one-minute double overtime 
period and thus all the South 
All-Stars needed in claiming a 
hard-fought 101-100 victory 
over the North squad in the 
annual MACJC All-Star Basket-
ball Games held Tuesday night 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the East 
Central Community College 
campus.

Daron Bell of Pearl River led 
the South men with 19 points 
and was named most valuable 
player.

Also scoring for the South 
were Jimmie Broomfield of East 
Central, 15; Cory Lacy of South-
west and Justin Childs of Gulf 

Coast, 13 each; Zane Knowles 
of Pearl River, nine; Ice Asortse 
of Gulf Coast, eight; Yondari-
ous Johnson of Pearl River, six; 
Jake Reed of Copiah-Lincoln 
and Payne, of Gulf Coast, five 
each; and Kelvin Nixon of Jones 
County and Trevis Thomas of 
Hinds, four each. Michael Hall of 
Southwest also played but did 
not score.

Jermaine Hollimon of North-
east poured in 22 points to lead 
the North All-Stars.

Other point makers were 
LaQuavius Cotton of Delta, 17; 
Denangelo Priar of Holmes, 12; 
Darius Woods of Northwest, 11; 
Rashard Harris of Coahoma, 10; 
Emmanuel Dias of Holmes, six; 
Deon Bedford of East MS, five; 
Everick Morris of Northwest, 
Marius Myles of Itawamba 

and Cedric Janes of Northeast, 
four each; Kwahmere Gredic 
of Delta, three; and Cortavius 
Vaughn of Coahoma, two.

The South led 54-44 at half-
time. The contest was tied at 
97 at the end of regulation and 
deadlocked at 100 after the first 
overtime.

In the women’s contest, the 
North All-Stars cruised 91-76.

Kierra Gilmore of Holmes 
led the North with 14 points 
and was chosen most valuable 
player.

Other scorers were Erica 
Turner of Northwest, 13; Ve-
chatita Bonner of Itawamba, 11; 
Dierra Gilmore of Holmes, 10; 
Louise Collins of Holmes, nine; 
Anna Brooke Page of North-
east, eight; Jameika Hoskins of 
Itawamba and Calmetta Greyer 

of Delta, six each; Chadisty 
Hickman of East MS, five; 
Dayana McGee of Coahoma, 
four; Ciara Morgan of Coahoma, 
three; and Precious Naylon of 
Itawamba, two.

Terrenisha Hollis of Jones 
County pumped in 20 points to 
lead the South.

Also scoring were Delainna 
Lyons of Gulf Coast, nine; 
Branita Malone of Pearl River, 
eight; Ricille Davis of Gulf Coast, 
Shaniece Sheffield of South-
west and Alecia Autman of 
Jones County, six each; Kenya 
Wright of Hinds and Ja’Monica 
Orton of East Central, five each; 
Toy Johnson of Pearl River, 
Jasmine James and Keosha 
Bradley, both of Copiah-Lincoln, 
three each; and Lauren Douglas 
of Jones County, two.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC All-Stars: Representing East Central Community College 
in the annual MACJC All-Star Basketball Games held March 27 
were (second from left) Ja’Monica Orton (23), a product of Walter E. 
Stebbins High School in Dayton, OH, and Scott Central High School 
product Jimmie Broomfield (21) of Forest. Orton scored five points 
and grabbed six rebounds in the South’s 91-76 loss to the North 
squad. Broomfield poured in 15 points and collected a pair of re-
bounds in helping lead the South All-Stars to a 101-100 double over-
time win over the North squad. The ECCC All-Stars are shown with 
Lady Warrior head coach Bill Smith (left) and Warrior head coach 
Maurice Bowie. ECCC serves as host of the annual matchups, held 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building.

Winners Announced in Doubles Competition

South Men, North Women  
Capture MACJC All-Star Games

We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization  

to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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Warrior Scene

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Sophomore Warriors Honored: Sophomores on the East Central Community College men’s basketball 
team were honored during the home finale with Copiah-Lincoln Community College Monday, Feb. 20 
at the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building. Honorees from left are Jackson Therrien (12), a 6’ 
guard from Newton County Academy; Thomas Straughter (11), a 5-10 guard from Jackson Callaway; 
Jontrae Conley (23), a 6’ guard from Meridian; and Jimmie Broomfield (25), a 6’1 guard from Scott Cen-
tral High School. Also recognized was sophomore manager Marquise Kennedy of Lake. Family mem-
bers joined the honorees for the special recognition, held between the Lady Warrior and Warrior games. 
The presentations were made by head coach Maurice Bowie and assistant Matt Riley.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Sophomore Lady Warriors Honored: Sophomores on the playoff-bound East Central Community Col-
lege women’s basketball team were honored at the home finale with Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
Feb. 20 in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building. Honorees from left are Inessa Adams (4), 
a 5’ guard from Horn Lake High School; Ja’Monica Orton (23), a 6’ guard from Walter E. Stebbins High 
School in Dayton, Ohio; and Kurlysha Bell (32), a 5-10 center from Kosciusko High School. Also recog-
nized were sophomore managers Shaki McLaurin, Ashley Lyle and Pasha Williams, all products of Scott 
Central High School. Family members joined the honorees for the special recognition, held between the 
Lady Warrior and Warrior games.  The presentations were made by head coach Bill Smith and assistant 
Britta Stephens.The Lady Warriors are set to compete in the MACJC State Tournament scheduled Feb. 
27- March 1 at Itawamba Community College in Fulton.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Sophomore Cheerleaders Honored: Sophomores on the East Central Community College 
cheerleading squad were honored at the basketball season home finale with Copiah-Lincoln Commu-
nity College Feb. 20. From left are Warrior Chief mascot Lane Evans, a product of Nanih Waiya High 
School; Katie Reeves, Newton County; Cody Warren, Neshoba Central; Robyn Fanning, Philadelphia; 
Channing Bucklew and Madison Nowell, both of Winston Academy; Whitney Stokes, Neshoba Central; 
Jacob Johnson, Nanih Waiya; Hailey Dunavant, Newton County; and Ashli Bell, Scott Central. Huellen 
Watson serves as cheer sponsor.    

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Sophomore Centralettes Honored: Sophomore members of the Centralettes, the dance line for 
the East Central Community College Wall O’ Sound Band, were honored at the basketball season home 
finale with Copiah-Lincoln Community College Feb. 20. The talented dancers perform during halftime 
activities of the Lady Warrior and Warrior games. From left are Lindsey Miller, a product of Newton 
County High School; Raychal Reed and Ashley Arthur, both of Winston Academy; Erin Hathorne, Louis-
ville; Ava Marie Adkins, Union; Anna Leach, Sebastopol; Loren Pullin, Union; Bailey Hartness, Winston 
Academy; Alyse Webb, Noxapater; and Bailee Viverette, Union. Nichol Hillman serves as Centralette 
coordinator/choreographer. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Freshman Class Favorites at ECCC: These students were recently selected freshman class favorites 
at East Central Community College. Favorites and their respective high schools include (front row, from 
left) Kirk Griffin, Newton County; Lauren Daniels, Neshoba Central; Hannah Farmer, Newton County; 
and Zack McGarr, Leake Academy; and (back row, from left) Ryan Shotts, Louisville; Jordan Clearman, 
Neshoba Central; and Claire Giffin and Jeremy Carson, both of Newton County. Students were selected 
by a vote of the Student Body Association.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Sophomore Class Favorites: These students were recently selected sophomore class favorites 
at East Central Community College. Favorites and their respective high schools include (front row, from 
left) LaTia Peavy, Carthage; Katie Reeves, Newton County; Hannah Clay, Lake; and Raychal Reed, 
Winston Academy; and (back row, from left) Tyler Reeves and Jason Mann, both of Newton County; 
Channing Bucklew, Winston Academy; and Dustin Cullen, Leake Academy. Students were selected by a 
vote of the Student Body Association.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
LaBue Stars as ‘Seymour’ in EC Production: Brandon LaBue of 
Conehatta, in the role of Seymour, sings “Grow for Me” in this scene 
from East Central Players’ production of Little Shop of Horrors. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Reynolds Performs in ECCC Musical: Clint Reynolds of Philadel-
phia, in the role of Orin, performs “Dentist” in this scene from the 
East Central Players’ production of Little Shop of Horrors.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Griffin Performs During EC’s ‘Little Shop of Horrors’: Claire 
Griffin of Decatur, in the role of Crystal, performs “Skid Row” during 
this scene from the East Central Players’ production of Little Shop of 
Horrors.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Of all the accomplishments during Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin’s 12-year tenure as East Central Com-
munity College’s seventh president, his fondest 
memory is a simple one: watching students grad-
uate.

“Whether it is a Commencement in May, a GED 
Graduation Ceremony or a healthcare pinning, 
the joy and sense of accomplishment is evident 
on all faces – students, families and faculty,” said 
Dr. Sutphin. “After all, is that not the College’s 
mission?”

Dr. Sutphin, who announced his retirement 
plans at the Nov. 2011 meeting of the College’s 
Board of Trustees, will have completed 42 years 
in education when he officially steps down on 
June 30, 2012.

A reception in recognition of his service to 
ECCC and the field of education will be held from 
2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, May 6, 2012, in the Associate 
Degree Nursing/Child Development Technology 

Building on ECCC’s 
campus, which was 
named in his honor 
at the April 10, 2012, 
meeting of College’s 
Board of Trustees.

After a reward-
ing career, Dr. Sut-
phin said it’s time for 
change. 

“I have been em-
ployed in educa-
tion since 1970 and 
have had a wonder-
ful career,” said the 
Mathiston native. 
“However, 42 years 
is enough. Significant 
change has occurred 
during my time in education and I have been 
fortunate to be a part of that change. Now it is 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Recipients of Hall of Fame and other 
honors were recognized during the an-
nual Awards Day program held May 3, 
2012, at East Central Community Col-
lege.

Selection to the Hall of Fame is con-
sidered the highest honor a student can 
receive at the College, according to Dr. 
Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president, who 
presented the awards.

“To be considered for the prestigious 
honor,” Dr. Sutphin said, “students 
must demonstrate exemplary charac-
ter, superior scholarship, worthy lead-
ership and contribute to the betterment 
of East Central Community College.” 

Hall of Fame inductees for 2012 in-
clude Dustin Cullen of Carthage, Mat-
thew Dempsey and Raychal Reed, both 
of Louisville; Bailee Viverette of Union, 
Alyse Webb of Noxapater, and Tyler 
Yates of Decatur.

Dustin Cullen
Cullen is a 2010 graduate of Leake 

Academy and the son of Allen and Mon-
ica Cullen of Carthage.

He was named to the 2012 All-Mis-
sissippi Academic Second Team and is 
also a President’s List Scholar with a 
perfect 4.0 grade point average.

Cullen was selected the College’s 
HEADWAE (Higher Education Ap-
preciation Day: Working Toward Aca-
demic Excellence) Student of the Year 
for 2012 and was recognized with other 

honorees at the special program spon-
sored by the Mississippi Legislature 
and coordinated by the Mississippi As-
sociation of Colleges.

He was also chosen a freshman and 
sophomore class favorite. Cullen serves 
as president of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, Alpha Alpha Epsilon, 
“The Engineers,” and Baptist Student 
Union. He is also an active member 
of the Astronomy and Environmental 
clubs, BSU’s “The Way” and Wesley 
Foundation.

Cullen is also a member of the ECCC 
Players and was a cast member for the 
2010 fall dinner theater performance 
of Smoke on the Mountain and 2011 
spring musical production, All Shook 
Up.

He was a recipient of numerous 
scholarships to attend ECCC, including 
Dr. Margaret Mosal, Ann Burkes PTK, 
Dr. Shelby L. Harris Memorial, Landon 
Bryan Burt Memorial, Pleas Clayton 
and Amanda Breazeale Blount Memo-
rial and ACT.

Cullen was named to Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Junior 
Colleges.

At Leake Academy, he participated in 
numerous clubs and activities.

He also attended several Academic 
Betterment competitions and the Mis-
sissippi Math and Science Competition.

One of those nominating him wrote, 
“Dustin is one of a few students who 
has maintained a 4.0 GPA in a very 

difficult major. He is a Chemical Engi-
neering major, so he has taken Physics, 
the calculus series, Organic Chemistry 
and many other difficult classes such 
as these, all while playing a very ac-
tive role on campus. He is the Phi The-
ta Kappa president which involves an 
enormous amount of work each week. 
He is very involved in BSU, the Envi-
ronmental Club, and still manages to 
maintain a 4.0 GPA; that is impressive 
to me. He is a great student, a very 
respectful young man, and also a very 
big part of this campus. Dustin is one 
of our top students, and he deserves 
Hall of Fame.”

Matthew DeMpsey
Dempsey is a 2010 graduate of Lou-

isville High School and is the son of 
Mark and Tabby Dempsey and the late 
Julie Dempsey.

Dempsey, a music major, has ex-
celled in the music department at 
ECCC. He is a member of the Wall 
O’ Sound Marching Band, where he 
served as assistant drum major.

Dempsey is a member of the Baptist 
Student Union’s Praise Team and was 
selected as a member of Theta Xi Chap-
ter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.

He is also a member of the ECCC 
Players and had a lead role in the 2011 
spring musical production, All Shook 
Up.

Dempsey was named to Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Junior 
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ECCC Announces 2012 Hall of Fame
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CULLEN DEMPSEY REED
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Spring Spree 2012
Students and faculty participated in Spring Spree 2012 festivities held the week of April 23 on the ECCC campus. The week included a 
volley ball tournament, scavenger hunt, twister, crawfish boil, Spring formal and the finale, Spring Spree Games. For more scences from 
Spring Spree see Page 22.

ECCC Graduation 
Scheduled May 12 at 
Neshoba Coliseum

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

More than 410 graduates are 
scheduled to receive diplomas 
Saturday, May 12, 2012, when 
East Central Community Col-
lege holds its 83rd Commence-
ment beginning at 11 a.m. in 
the Neshoba County Coliseum 
in Philadelphia.

Included in the total are those 
who completed degree require-
ments following the 2011 sum-
mer and fall terms, according 
to Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, Vice 
President for Instruction.

Those participating in the 
program include graduating 
sophomores Raychal Reed of 
Louisville, who will give the 
invocation; LaTia Peavy of Car-
thage, commencement speaker; 
and Dustin Cullen of Carthage, 
benediction. Polly Vaughn of 
Decatur and Matthew Dempsey 
of Louisville will present the 
musical selection “For Good.”

Dr. Sparkman will present 
candidates for graduation and 
College President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin will award degrees and 
certificates to the following:

CanDiDates FOR  
May GRaDuatiOn

BRANDON: Tracey M. Giles;
BYRAM: Rebekah Buck-Ala-

wine;
CARTHAGE: Lindsey Renee 

Adams, Lashondra Dantrice 
Brown, Samantha Ann Cole-
man, Dustin Lamar Cullen, 
Haley Randall Cumberland, 
Lauren Michelle Demeranville, 
Jacob Moray Frasier, Kimberly 
LaDalya Johnson, Jeremy Todd 
Johnson, Keri Martin, Erin 
Brooke Moore, Ashley Elizabeth 
Moore, Antonio D. Nash, Tyler 
Jordan Neal, Christina LeeAn-
na Nollie, LaTia DeShae Peavy, 
Julie Michelle Shepard, Danny 
Carl Smith Jr., April Thomp-
son, Joyce Leanne White, Au-
gustus C. Wilcher, Gerald Wil-
lis, Jr., Karli Danielle Withers 
and Marla Denise Chamblee;

CHOCTAW: Eli Isadore Tub-
by;

CLINTON: Yolanda M. Jones 
and Millicent Kay Williams;

CONEHATTA: Audrey Su-
zanne Haralson, Reno King, 

See AWARDS, Page 7

See GRADS, Page 3

See SULLIVAN, Page 7See SUTPHIN, Page 3

11 a.m. ~ May 12, 2012 ~ Neshoba County Coliseum

SUMMER 
ORIENTATION 

DATES: 

June 2
June 22  
July 13

August 3

EC Mourns Death of  SullivanWatching Students Succeed Highlight 
of  Sutphin’s Tenure at East Central  By HOLLI NUTT

Design Editor

On April 10, East Central Community College 
experienced a tragic loss of staff member Ms. 
Maxine Sullivan. Sullivan had been fighting a 
battle against cancer. 

Bonnie Maxine “Aunt Mac” Sullivan, 70, of 
Morton, died on Tuesday, April 10, 2012, at St. 
Dominic Hospital in Jackson. Visitation was held 
from 5 until 8 p.m. on April 11, at the funeral 
home.

Funeral services were held at 2 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 12, at Ott and Lee Funeral Home with 
burial in the Morton Memorial Gardens. The 
Revs. Mike Everett and Earl Clark officiated the 
services. Ott and Lee Funeral Home in Morton 
was in charge of arrangements.

Sullivan has been a part of East Central’s staff 
since 1999 as Dormitory Supervisor for Barber 
Hall.  Students often looked at Sullivan, also 
known as “Sully,” as more than just a dorm 
mother, but as a friend who could be trusted.  

Emily Marler stated, “Ms. Sullivan was always 
a friendly face in the dorm.  She was willing to 

strike up a conver-
sation with anyone.  
She was always there 
if a girl needed her, 
and her door was al-
ways open.  Ms. Sul-
livan was a big part of 
East Central, and she 
will be dearly missed.  
It is hard to believe 
she is gone.  She will 
always live on in our 
memories. I’m so 
thankful for the time 
she gave to East Cen-
tral.”  

Sullivan is known 
by many students for 
being a kind-hearted 
person who always had the students’ best inter-
ests in mind, and making them strive to become 
a better person.  

“Ms. Sully always made every dorm resident 
be respectful and polite to others around us in 

SUTPHIN

SULLIVAN



By Meghan McIntosh
Feature’s Editor

Samuel Crotwell 
Sophomore, Morton

1. What is your favorite place in the en-
tire world? Davis Wade Stadium Starkville, 
MS
2. Who’s your favorite cartoon character? 
Vegeta
3. What’s your major? Liberal Arts
4. Who inspires you the most? Tim Tebow
5. What is your favorite TV show? Dexter
6. What is your favorite color? Black
7. What’s your favorite band? Foster the 

People
8. Where are you going after EC? Hinds
9. Do you play an instrument? Guitar
10. Who’s your best friend? Emily Marler

Caleb Raines 
Sophomore, Newton

1. What is your favorite place in the en-
tire world? Anywhere with a nice beach and 
awesome food.
2. Who’s your favorite cartoon character? 
Bob from Bob’s Burgers
3. What’s your major? Computer Network-
ing
4. Who inspires you the most? My dad 

because now that I’m about to graduate EC, 
he’s been telling me all kinds of insightful and 
resourceful things to help me get ready for 
my next stage in life.
5. What is your favorite TV show? Touch
6. What is your favorite color? Yellow
7. What’s your favorite band? I’m on a 
heavy metal kick right now, so it’s either My 
Heart To Fear or Oh Sleeper
8. Where are you going after EC? Missis-
sippi State University
9. Do you play an instrument? A few. I’ve 
played clarinet, bass clarinet, alto sax, tenor 
sax, and auxiliary percussion.
10. Who’s your best friend? I don’t play 
favorites when it comes to people.

STRIKE A POSEEXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS

A Student Publication of East Central Community College The Tom-TomPage 2

Page Two

RAINES, CROTWELL

As a community college transfer, your move to The University 
of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your 
life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of 

the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:

•	Your	academic	course	work	during	your	first	two	years	will plug 
right into our bachelor’s degree programs	and	let	you	stay	on	track.

•	Average	junior-	and	senior-level	classes at Ole Miss have 20-30 
students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are 
taking	now.

•	Our	Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the 
combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you 
will	need	to	finance	your	education.	

•	Our	Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per 
year	for	two	years)!		Transfer	students	with	a	3.5	GPA	on	at	least	
48 transferable community college credit hours and membership 
in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship. 
Please	contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Ty	Allushuski	in	the	Office	of	
Enrollment	Services	at	800-OLE-MISS	(in	Mississippi)	or	662-
915-7226	for	more	details.	

•	Our	Community	College	Excellence	Scholarship	is	worth		1,000	
a	year	(a	total	of	2,000	over	your	last	two	years).		Community	
College	students	with	a	3.0	GPA	on	48	transferable	hours	will	
be	eligible	for	this	scholarship.			Contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Ty	
Allushuski	in	the	Office	of	Enrollment	Services	at	662-915-7226	
for more details.

Come	and	visit	campus,	talk	with	our	faculty,	staff	and	students,	
and	see	how	easy	it	will	be	to	take	the	next	step!

Ole Miss!@
You’ll Fit

Right in

It’s	the	right	move

By JESSICA BARNETT
Sta�  writer

   
    A Louisville native and a sophomore voice major, Matthew 
Dempsey is going to spend his entire summer in Japan with sum-
mer missions.  He was � rst introduced to 
the summer missions program during his 
freshman year at College Student Confer-
ence.  It had really caught his attention, 
but as time had passed he never pursued 
it.  A couple of months later at Leader-
ship Training Conference, it was brought 
back to his attention again, and he 
struggled with which summer he could 
do it, where to go, and so on.  Then that 
coming up  summer Polly Vaughn had 
gone to Australia.  Hearing all about her 
experiences and all that God did, Mat-
thew said, “I really beat myself up about 
it and seeing how brave Polly was to go.”  
     CSC came again and he realized that 
his heart wasn’t broken about what summer missions do- going all 
over the world to be a light to others.  He thought about what Jesus 
did, and how as Christians we are to be Christ like and to be His fol-
lowers. His heart was de� nitely broken now!  
     While � lling out the paperwork, his top 
three choices on where to go were Austra-
lia, South Korea, and then Japan.  He chose 
these three because they dealt with either 
college students, Bible study, or with him 
leading a worship service.  Dempsey de-
cided to go to Japan.  Japan would deal with 
college students and South Korea would 
deal with refugees.  His heart is for college 
students.
     So this summer of 2012 Matthew will be 
going to Japan!  He said he is still in the pro-
cess of raising money, and anything, espe-
cially prayers, will be greatly appreciated! 

Dempsey to do 
Missions in Japan

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

DEMPSEY



Kelsi Renee Shelley, Chiral 
RaShae Stephens, Samantha 
Nicole Thrash and Haley Eliza-
beth Vance;

DECATUR: Kimberly A. Am-
erson, Dwayne Arrington, Nik-
ki Lynn Cumberland, Edward 
Holmes, Michaela Lee, Guy Du-
rand Loper, Algie Wayne Mapp, 
Jr., Patricia Claudel McIntosh, 
Carlos McIntosh, Andrea Lynee 
McSwain, Cassandra Munn, 
Whitney Lynn Myers, Katie 
Elizabeth Reeves, Tyler Jacob 
Reeves, Carrie Elizabeth Rush-
ing, Tiffany La’Mesha Sims, Ra-
chel Sims, Brandon L. Thomp-
son, Susan Tillmon, Paula Joy 
Vaughn, Tyler Lewis Yates and 
Takeshia LaVette Lafayette;

DEKALB: Cheryl M. Scott;
FOREST: Cody Adcox, Ed-

gar Agustin Alvarez, Donna 
Banks, Penelope Bates, Ashli 
Briana Bell, Megan Elizabeth 
Boswell, Kelcia Bufkin, Jus-
tin B. Cabe, Carmen Marenda 
Coleman, Justin Earl Collins, 
Freniben Desai, Colton Wayne 
Gibbs, Lindsay Alane Gibbs, 
Anita Hatcher-Williams, Ro-
salia Hernandez Chim, Dar-
nell A. Hughes, Sharonda N. 
James, Sean Gregory Johnson, 
Juanita Jones, Ryan Dion Mc-
Clendon, Clarissa B. Murrell, 
Trinisha VaShawn Murrell, 
Kristen Grace Nettles, Rachel 
M. Ramirez, Titania Robinson, 
Larissa Tierra Ryans, Mason 
G. Shelley, Rachel D. Smith, 
Keli Suzanne Thornton, Randy 
Keith Thrash II, Phillip Larkin 
Vance and Amanda Marie Wil-
liamson;

GONAZALES, LA: Miguel 
A. Medrano;

HEIDELBERG: Brenda Sue 
Bell;

HICKORY: Matthew 
Thomas Blackwell, Kameron 
Jean’Nea Boulton, James Eth-
ridge, Dustin K. Harris, Aaron 
Jones, Christopher Morgan and 
Robert W. Roberts II;

HOOVER, AL: Kelsey Erin 
Ladnier;

HORN LAKE: Inessa Ad-
ams;

JACKSON: Frederick Da-
mon Davis, Jr., Gina Denise 
Dorsey, Alantha L. Hunley and 
Zachary Marcellus Pendleton;

KOSCIUSKO: Chaunde-
rial K. Bell and Genae Rochelle 
Tew;

LAKE: Josh Bennett, Doro-
thy D. Chapman, Shawna M. 
Clark, Delvegas Gray, Sharon 
D. Hunt, Jacoquyn Kentrel 
Rasco and Sheryl J. Riley;

LAUREL: Casey Wells;
LAWRENCE: Marcus E. 

Gardner, Lauren Elizabeh Lurk 
and Lynford Seibel;

LENA: Callie Brooke Allen 
and Layna Michelle Phillips;

LISMAN, AL: Callisa Trin-
iece Harris;

LITTLE ROCK: Connie F. 
Swift, James Charles Colvin, 
Virginia Faye Holyfield, Caleb 
Raines and Ashley Elise Walk-
er;

LIVINGSTON, AL: Kevin 
Chase Lewis;

LOUIN: Charlotte Shunta 
Clayton, Kenyotia K. Moncrief, 
Sarita M. Wheaton and Richara 
L. Williamson;

LOUISVILLE: Trent Lee 
Boswell, Channing Bucklew, 
Brittany Leigh Burton, Bobby 
Demetrics Carter, Linda Chris-
tian, Jocelyn LaShara Coleman, 
Matthew R. Dempsey, Brittany 
Duncan, Charles Graham, Jr., 
Bonnie Kathryn Hailey, Fred 
Hampton, Bailey Marie Hart-
ness, Emily Hathorn, Erin Ha-
thorn, Morgan Tabor Hillhouse, 
Hillary E. Hobby, Samatha 
Holdiness, Evan Humphries, 
Jacob Johnson, Kayely Faye 
Kinard, Cortney K. Miller, Cot-
trell Miller , Deaerious Miller, 
Madison Claire Nowell, Timo-
thy S. Palmer, Kyrstin Phillips, 
Alexis Nikole Prisock, Raychal 
Ann Reed, Brittany Renee Rig-
don, Allison Renee Rogers, Tate 
Rogers, Ronald Earl Spears, 
Christopher Tatum, Jr., Brock 
Kendalll Ward, Synethia J. 

Warren and Brittany Young;
MCCOOL: Deonta Haw-

thorne, Metreck Juwan Ball 
and Milton J. Roach;

MERIDIAN: Wesley A. 
Clark, Rickardo Fields, Aman-
da Hope Huitt, Brittany Diane 
Pounders, Shelby Taylor Pow-
ell and Morgan Cumberland 
Strickland;

MORTON: Jean Latham 
Harvey, William Maxwell Har-
vey, Kristi Shea Hunter, Myrtle 
Renee Johnson, Taylor Melissa 
Lynch, Patice Yentel Moore, 
Beau S. Rhinewalt and Lee 
Taylor;

NEWTON: Leona Tremont, 
K’Iesha L. Beason, Krystle Dan-
ielle Bender, Nyiesha Bolds, 
Margie Chapman Brown, Rich-
mond B. Caraway, Susan Duff-
ield Cash, Haley Nicole Chaney, 
Keyairra Lachelle Chapman, 
Monica C. Chapman, Charles 
Edward Curry, Jr., Hailey Du-
navant, Austin Neil Griffin, 
Emily Dawn Lucy, Kelsie Rae 
Mann, Kavon Marquez Moore, 
Ryan Morrison, Shadairus 
Robinson, Alicia Lashonda 
Thames, Jackson Randall Ther-
rien, Katherine L. Thompson, 
Martines M. Townsend, Fran-
cesca Windham and LaDarian 
LeShun Johnson;

NOXAPATER: Hope Batts-
Young, Corsica J. Carter, Vickie 
Collins, Robert Doss, Jr.,  Brody 
Lamar Horne, Alexandria Prez-
ley Thomas, Alyse Nicole Webb 
and Nathan Lamar Wells;

PACHUTA: Carmon Anetra 
Hamilton and Jessica Rushing 
Davis;

PAULDING: Myron Jones;
PHILADELPHIA: Chrissa 

C. Bennett, Brittany Nicole 
Boatner, Hannah Kirby Case, 
Nancy Renee Coats, Ruben 
Cruz, Vickye Jean Davis, Shel-
don D. Donald, Kathryn Nichole 
Dowdy, Colton Mitchell Eakes, 
Christopher Lewis Evans, Me-
lissa Nannette Farmer, Jessie 
Lee Flake, Shelby Burnside 
Griffin, Justin Hundley, Keylon 
Johnson, Byron Kasey Johnson, 
Truitt James Kilgore, Valerie 

Nicole Lillis, Sandra Darlene 
Lyon, Rachel Y. McClendon, 
Jessica Paige McDonald, Tan-
ner McGee, Michael Colby 
McLain, Audrey Denise Moody, 
Comisha Moore, Felicia Rene 
Patrick, Tegan Renee Nichol-
son Pettis, Jean M. Pfeifer, Se-
quita D. Phillips, Kristy Maree 
Posey, Sophia Ferbee-Riley, 
George Terry Sciple, II, Lakei-
sha Stafford, Whitney Stokes, 
Wanoka L. Thomas, Madison 
Upshaw, Pollyanna Sockey Wil-
lis and Carollyn Young;

PRESTON: Shandreka 
Hunt, Matthew G. Mitchell and 
Kitty Lynette Burnham Stew-
art;

ROSE HILL: Haylee Nicole 
Roberts;

SCOOBA: Jahmyia Janee 
Dickinson;

SEBASTOPOL: Anna Marie 
Leach;

SHUBUTA: Sydney Rae 
Mosley;

SMITHVILLE: Kelsi Taylor 
Watson;

STRINGER: Brandy Mi-
chelle Patterson;

STURGIS: Rachel Sharp;
TAYLORSVILLE: Billy Joe 

Clark and Shakeela Denise 
Flournoy;

TOOMSUBA: Kimberly 
D.Terrell;

UNION: Ashley J. Ander-
sen, Ashley Teshai Campbell, 
Alex Austin Chappell, James 
R. Cumberland, Megan Eliza-
beth Dollar, Shelby Leigh Hall, 
Travis Loper, Paula Danielle 
Pierce, Loren Elizabeth Pullin, 
Benjamin Scott Rivers, Jodie 
Marie Roberts, Kristen Alese 
Sistrunk, Breanna Marie Ter-
rell, Bailee Michele Viverette, 
Ava Marie Adkins, Kayla Irene 
Dickerson, Brooke Nicole Liv-
ingston, Robyn Taqui Seals, 
Karen Alice Smith, Brian Jay 
Sullivan, Karen C. Townsend 
and Richard Braxton;

WALNUT GROVE: Adrian 
Canady, Derron Gates, Krystle 
Shanta Hardy and Brian A. 
Yates; and

WEIR: Derick Demond Potts.

AUGUST 2011 GRADUATES
BRANDON: Tiffany Brooke 

Fletcher;
CARTHAGE: DeAnna Ben 

Hernandez, Sonya Jones-Jen-
kins, Gerald Mann and Lauren 
Murphy;

CHOCTAW: Magglenda Wil-
lis;

CHUNKY: Jake Cain;
COLLINSVILLE: Chelsea 

Jones;
CONEHATTA: Twana Re-

nee Polk;
DECATUR: Kalvin Smith, 

Jesse Lee Holloway, Kimara G. 
Lyons, Weymouth Gunnar Gen-
try and Kory Travis Brown;

DEKALB: Sharon Rena 
O’Neal;           

ENTERPRISE: Tamara Pit-
tman and Ashley Dearman;

FOREST: Mandy Gail Re-
vette and Suzanne Settlemire;

GUAYNABO, PUERTO 
RICO: Carlos J. Leal Guaynabo

HATTIESBURG: David 
Scott Dement;

HICKORY: Tyler Robinson;
LAKE: Melissa Simmons and 

Andreal Channel Ross;
LITTLE ROCK: Cindy Tuck-

er;
LOUISVILLE: Lori Ma-

rie Vernon Young, Kristi M. 
Fulcher, Stephanie S. Owens, 
Hynesha Rashasa Pernell, Mal-
lory Kate Sloan and James 
Whitmire Holdiness;

MERIDIAN: Summer E. 
Hodge, Meissa Dekatherine 
Thomas, Triana L. Parker, An-
gela Walker, Stephanie D. Wil-
liams and Ashley S. Simmons;

MORTON: Giselle Scarleth 
Wash, Morgan Craig, Leslie 
Ann Crawford, Shannon L. Gal-
laspy, Justin Michael Little and 
Olivia Irene Capetillo;

PHILADELPHIA: Lawrence 
Stribling, III, Shana Monroe, 
Felicia L. Sharp, Paula Guth-
rie, Angela Franklin Najera-
Perez, Kowana Nickey, Lauren 
A. Breedlove, Tausha Renee 
Evans, Nicholas Lewis, Court-
ney D. Lovern, Mary Katelyn 
Thompson, Brittany King, 
Tracy McWilliams, Lisa Denise 

Marshall, Stacey Lynn Boyd 
and Felicia Jacnelle Howell;

RALPH, AL: Andre Lucious;
ROSE HILL: Cara Leigh 

Germany, Cherry D. Hardaway 
and Catherine Tribble;

UNION: Jennifer Marie 
Graham Felton and Duong V. 
Nguyen; and

WALNUT GROVE: Lato-
ria Holifield and Lance Mark 
Jones.
DECEMBER 2011 GRADUATES

BRANDON: Christopher J. 
Martinson;

CARTHAGE: Damon J. 
McQueen and Aleta Sanyatta 
Shade;

CHOCTAW: Victor L. Isaac;
CONEHATTA: Katie Dani-

elle Hedrick;
DECATUR: Brooklyn Addy, 

Kimberly Michelle Thomas and 
Melissa Renea Winters;

FOREST: Darlene Robin 
Hughes, Kimberly Noblin, An-
drea LaShun Slaughter, Leslie 
Ellen Theriot and Bobby James 
Thigpen;

GRAMBLING, LA: Khalid 
Wilson;

HICKORY: Rachel Latoshia 
Morgan;

LAKE: Joyce Amis;
LITTLE ROCK: Caleb E. Al-

exander;
LOUISVILLE: Dana Chris-

tian, Stephen J. Coleman, 
Chestina Ingram, Jason Mat-
thew Mangum, Charles J. Mays 
and Shekeisha Triplett;

MERIDIAN: April Denise 
Croft and Brittany T. Bailey;

MORTON: Sandra Lynn 
Phillips;

NEWTON: Ashley N. Broach, 
Shatorry A. Logan and Stepha-
nie Christine McElhenney;

NOXAPATER: Rose Mary 
Eichelberger;

PHILADELPHIA: Willard 
Bacon, Jr., Olivia Jackson, 
Stephanie Anne Peters, Marvin 
Darryl Young and Joshua L. 
Yeager;

PORTERVILLE: Demetra 
Tabbs;

QUITMAN: Brandi Altman 
Bradley; and
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SUTPHIN
From Page 1

time to do some of the things I have 
not been able to do because of a lack of 
time and resources.”

In reflecting on his accomplishments 
as president, Dr. Sutphin said two 
things come immediately to mind, as 
he explained:

“The College is financially sound and 
the physical appearance of the campus 
has changed. Financially, the College 
has weathered the worst financial en-
vironment since the Great Depression 
and yet EC has continued to grow and 
provide quality service. Physically, 
new facilities and additions to the 
grounds have made the campus more 
aesthetically pleasing and student 
friendly.”

Dr. Sutphin’s accomplishments as 
EC’s leader are numerous.

In the area of instruction, new com-
puter/technology upgrades were imple-
mented; online instruction was made 
available through the Mississippi 
Virtual Community College; and new 
healthcare education programs (Surgi-
cal Technology and EMT-Paramedic 
Technology) as well as Hotel and Res-
taurant Management Technology and 
Culinary Arts Technology were added 
to the curriculum. Culinary classes 
recently moved from the maintenance 
facility to its new location in the Rives 
Building on South campus. 

Campus additions and improve-
ments include completion of Phase Two 
of the Eddie M. Smith Student Union 
Building; renovation and landscaping 
of the area known as the “East Mall,” 
near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria; re-
turn of the old National Guard Armory 
Building to ECCC and named in mem-
ory of longtime physical plant director, 
Clinton F. Russell; completion of cam-
pus beautification project including 
Day Family Arboretum and landscap-
ing; paving of the walking trail around 
the College lake for college and com-
munity use; various improvements to 
athletic facilities; and construction of 
new parking lots, street and sidewalk 
projects and installation of new street 
lamps at various campus locations.

The most recent addition to the cam-
pus includes completion of the Aaron R. 
Davis Science Building, which opened 
for lab instruction at the beginning of 
the 2012 spring term. Renovation of 
Cross Hall – where science classes con-
tinue to be held – is scheduled to begin 
in June 2012.

Dr. Sutphin also initiated the Found-
ers’ Gym Renovation Project, which 
is currently under way. Plans are to 
modernize the structure to include ad-
ministrative offices while maintaining 
the historic significance of the beloved 
facility, where many of the College’s 
most outstanding basketball players 
made their mark at EC. 

Enrollment increased during Dr. 

Sutphin’s tenure and reached a record 
3,223 students in the 2011 fall semes-
ter. Increased scholarships and en-
dowments are also noted accomplish-
ments.

Dr. Sutphin has also provided lead-
ership in economic development and 
workforce training opportunities for 
businesses and industries in the five-
county and through his membership 
on the Twin Districts Workforce Area 
Local Workforce Investment Board. 

He served as chairperson on the 
Commission of the Future of West 
Alabama and East Mississippi from 
2001-05, a committee whose actions 
led to The Montgomery Institute, the 
WAEM/WIRED Grant and other re-
gional economic development projects 
in east Mississippi. 

Community service has also been 
a part of Dr. Sutphin’s agenda, as 
evidenced by his participation with 
Habitat for Humanity and the De-
catur Planning Board, and  through 
his involvement on several boards 
of directors, including East Missis-
sippi HealthNet, the Greater Decatur 
Chamber of Commerce and Laird Hos-
pital.

In recognition of his community ser-
vice, Dr. Sutphin was named Newton 
County Citizen of the Year in 2004 and 
Decatur Citizen of the Year in 2008. 

He has also held positions of leader-
ship in professional organizations and 
societies on the state and national lev-
els. He currently serves on the Board 
of Trustees for the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools, and is past-
president of the Mississippi Associa-
tion of Colleges, past-chairman of the 
Rural Community Colleges Alliance 
and served as secretary for the Missis-
sippi Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges.  

But with all his successes, Dr. Sut-
phin said not being able to add more 
programs of study and providing ad-
equate compensation for faculty and 
staff were among his disappointments.

“There were some program areas 
that we were unable to implement for 
various reasons not the least of which 
was financial. Faculty and staff sala-
ries were also an area that was a par-
ticular disappointment. Everyone at 
EC works hard to make sure our mis-
sion is achieved and I could not find 
enough money to compensate them at 
the level I would have preferred,” said 
Dr. Sutphin.

Dr. Sutphin, who joined the ECCC 
staff in 1988 as Dean of Students and 
later served as Dean of Instruction, 
said when he was named the College’s 
new leader in 2000 that becoming a 
college president was always a career 
goal. He mentioned his father, Dr. Fe-
lix Sutphin, who served as president 
of Wood College in Mathiston for 30 
years, as the person most influential 
in determining his career path.

“Dad was a real role model for what a 

president should be, and he continues 
to model behaviors that I will follow in 
retirement. At 93, he is still organizing 
projects that will help others.

“I basically grew up on a junior col-
lege campus,” Dr. Sutphin said. “It got 
in my blood early on. All of my degrees 
are related to community college teach-
ing, community college administration 
and higher education administration.”

As to what advice he offers his suc-
cessor, Dr. Billy Stewart, Dr. Sutphin 
replied: “Use data-based evaluations 
to make plans to accomplish the mis-
sion of the College. Then put the right 
people in place to implement the plan 
and use data-based evaluations to see 
if the plan is working. Repeat regu-
larly.”

Dr. Sutphin said the “most pressing” 
needs facing ECCC’s new leader is the 
“accountability factor.”

“Accountability is a major issue fac-
ing all of education,” he said. “Not that 
it is a bad thing in and of itself, it’s the 
fact that funding will probably be tied 
to results and that will impact how ev-
eryone functions. I hope the focus can 
stay on teaching and learning without 
forcing a more utilitarian approach to 
defining and measuring success.”

When asked what he will miss the 
most when he retires from EC, Dr. 
Sutphin replied:

“Watching students grow as adults. 
To watch the apprehensive freshman 
mature and grow into the competent 
graduate is a real joy that I will miss.”

In looking toward retirement, Dr. 
Sutphin said he anticipates “learning 
about the world and all of the many 
unique cultures that express who we 
are as humans.”

He and his wife, Peggy, who is also 

retiring as a longtime educator, have 
already planned travels to various in-
teresting places around the world. 

And where does he see himself in 10 
years?

“Still looking for interesting places 
to go,” he remarked with a smile.

Prior to joining the ECCC family in 
1988, Dr. Sutphin was employed at 
Concord College in Athens, West Vir-
ginia, where he served as assistant to 
the president and assistant director of 
student affairs for financial aid. 

He is a graduate of Wood Col-
lege; Mississippi State University-
Starkville, where he received bachelor 
and master’s degrees; and the Univer-
sity of Memphis, where he earned his 
doctorate.

Dr. Sutphin and Peggy have two 
sons, Brad and Brent and daughter-in-
law Mandie. 
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Hello Warriors!
“Never say good-bye because good-bye 

means going away, and going away means 
forgetting.” – Peter Pan

The semester is coming to an end. As a 
graduating sophomore, I will not be the 
editor of your newspaper next year. I want 
to take this time to tell you all it has been a 
great honor being your Tom-Tom newspa-
per editor and I appreciate having had the 
opportunity to be one of the many voices 
of the College. 

Even though I will miss my staffers, class-
mates, and mentors, I am looking forward 
to starting a new phase of my college 
career at the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi. I have truly enjoyed my tenure here. I have made life-long 
friends and the memories we share will stay with me forever. 

Good luck, Warriors, on all your future endeavors. Thank you for 
the encouragement and feedback you have provided during my 
time with the paper. 

If you are interested in working for our newspaper, see Ms. Gen-
nie Phillips, located in the lower level of Huff Auditorium.

I’d like to leave future and returning students a few do’s and 
don’ts for East Central.

Do’s
Do pull up your pants (Just do it. Don’t talk back.)
Do leave campus once in a while (Everyone needs a break.)
Do read each edition of the Tom-Tom (You might miss some-

thing about yourself!)
Do participate in clubs or organizations (Make new friends!)
Do take the time to soak up the sun around the lake (Or at night 

with at least one other person.)
Do use condoms or abstain. (Mississippi is number one in cases 

of chlamydia and gonorrhea.)
Do go to every event that offers free food (Nothing brings a 

crowd like free food!)
Don’ts

NEVER wait until last minute to register for classes or financial 
aid (No, seriously.)

Do NOT miss lunch on Thursdays (Chicken Thursday!)
Do NOT be late to Mr. Jackson’s class (Or any other, but especially 

his class!)
Do NOT skip Dr. Crenshaw’s class (Each lesson is a good one!)
Do NOT be deathly afraid of campus police (They’re really so-

ciable!)
Do NOT cram the night before a big test (Study a little each 

night leading to the test.)
Do NOT leave a class with an F (Drop it and try again later.)

—Christina Nollie
Editor
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Ask Dr. Phil
Sutphin Offers Advice, Shares 
Memories, Future Plans

Words of advice to the in-
coming President? Always keep 
the mission of the College fore-
most in decision making and use 
data to inform and justify those 
decisions.

What will you be doing after 
retirement? Peggy and I will do 
a lot of traveling.  There are too 
many places that we have not 
been.  We are looking at domestic 
and foreign locations where we 
can get a feel for the customs and 
culture of the area.

What is the most important 
goal for the College?  Enhancing teaching and learning is the goal 
and it must be accomplished by increasing retention and completion 
of students.  The College is not a gatekeeper but a facilitator of learn-
ing.

What is your favorite memory from your tenure as Presi-
dent? I love graduations and pinning ceremonies.  They represent 
accomplishment and the culmination of hard work and effort to 
achieve a dream.

What is your most embarrassing moment from your tenure 
as President? Missing a program for a civic club because the date 
got put in the wrong place on my calendar.

Do you have any regrets from your Presidency? There are 
always things you would like to have accomplished that did not ma-
terialize but overall I have had a great tenure at EC in three different 
positions and I have enjoyed it all.

What are you most proud of? Maintaining a sound financial 
condition at the College during a very trying decade for the econo-
my.  Enrollment has increased significantly while State funding has 
decrease dramatically.  But EC is accomplishing its mission and is 
financially strong.

What is your favorite spot on campus? Two places stand out, 
the pond and the east mall area.  But the pond has to be my favorite 
because of the quite, park-like environment and the walking track.

What will you miss the most about ECCC? I am not leaving the 
area.  My house is adjacent to the north side of campus and the pond 
area, so the College will always be close and I can attend events and 
activities.

—Rachel Ramirez
Opinions Editor

sutphin
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Goodbye, East Central

worDs from the stuDent Prez

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARtooNIst

By tARA MARtIN, CARtooNIst

By tARA MARtIN, CARtooNIst

It’s almost that time! People are al-
ready planning beach trips, bringing out 
the summer clothes, buying new swim 
suits, and making all kinds of plans for 
summer. It won’t be long until classes 
are out and everyone will leave campus 
for the summer. 

Some people will be returning in the 
fall, but some of us are leaving for good. 
I hope that everyone has had as great 
year. I hope it has been a year of new 
friends and new memories. 

The end of the year is definitely a bit-
tersweet time. I have had such a great 
year serving as your student body presi-
dent. I find it hard to believe that it will soon be coming to an end. 

This year has been a year I will never forget.  I just want to thank 
all of you that have participated in any of the events on cam-
pus. Without the participation and help of the great East Central 
student body, we would not be able to have such fun events and 
activities. 

Thanks so much for everything! I hope you all have an amazing, 
fun, and safe summer. Good-bye for now!

Love always, 
Nicole Bounds

Student Body President

BOunDs

tARA MARtin
Cartoonist

CLAiRE GRiFFin
Cartoonist

It is hard to believe that we are 
approaching the end of the aca-
demic year!  Many of you have 
worked hard for two years and 
are getting ready for the memo-
rable walk on May 12, 2012, the 
date of ECCC’s graduation.  Con-
gratulations!  We have certainly 
enjoyed the Class of 2012.  God’s 
speed on your future endeav-
ors and don’t forget us back at 
ECCC.  Keep in touch through 
the ECCC Alumni Association!

Graduation should be your 
ultimate goal at ECCC.  So persist 
and earn that diploma!  You need it in today’s world.  Graduates, 
you may have changed your major so research to see if there are 
other courses you can take at EC.  If you have questions about this 
please come by Student Services and see an academic counselor.  
We are open 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Friday.

Freshmen –Advance Registration for the fall semester has begun 
and almost 600 students have registered.  Classes are already fill-
ing up for next August so go ahead and REGISTER EARLY to get the 
classes you need to graduate.  Even if you are undecided about 
returning you should register as the withdrawal fee is only $40 if 
you change your mind.

If you have any questions or concerns please let me know.  You 
can reach me at 635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

It’s Fall Registration Time

LEE

Farewell East Central
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Staff Writer
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Editor
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Features Editor

Reflections on the Pros & Cons of  East Central
Don’t get me wrong, my experience 

at EC has been one amazing journey.  
I have memories from here that I will 
cherish for the rest of my days.  Per-
sonally, my two years here have been 
pretty stinking great, but even with 
positive things, there are some nega-
tive things as well.

First off, let’s start with my very first 
experience with EC: orientation.  We 
all remember that day when we came 
at 7 a.m. to stand in a line that took 3 
hours to go through just to get a piece 
of paper.  Yeah, that day was a defining 
moment in my life; and if the 3 hour 
line wasn’t bad enough, I got sent on 
a scavenger hunt to find my advisor.  
The entire day was just chaotic, but I 
also look back and think, there really is 
no easier way to do it.  I also look back 
and laugh at myself for how stressed I 

made such a simple day be. 
The next thing is the church bells.  

If you haven’t heard them, you must 
be deaf.  My least favorite thing in 
the world last year was walking from 
Barber Hall to Newton Hall and listen-
ing to the church bells ring at 8 a.m.  
Why would anyone want to hear that 
church bell that early in the morning?  
It always started my day off poorly, but 
it can also be seen in a positive light 
when the church bells ring I know 
I have exactly three minutes to get 
to class.  So whether I’m late or early 
to class, I always know that I need to 
speed up or take my time going to my 
next class.

Warrior Alert is one of the most an-
noying things out there.  If someone is 
canceling a class, everyone on campus 
is going to get that alert whether you 

take that class 
or not.  And 
let’s not forget 
the alerts we 
get after we 
have walked all 
the way to class 
and saw that it 
was cancelled 
for ourselves.  I 
mean we could 
have slept a 
whole hour 
later, but War-
rior Alert de-
cided to tell us AFTER we have hiked 
a mile, uphill, in the snow, barefooted.  
I will admit it has gotten a lot better 
since last year, I don’t get three phone 
calls and 10 voice mails anymore; it’s 
mostly just e-mail.  And for the most 

part, I do get them prior to my classes 
now.

Chicken day is the one and only day 
in the cafeteria most of us can agree 
on.  It tastes pretty amazing (when 
there aren’t feathers still on your bird) 
and the macaroni is awesome.  Other 
days, the food is just plain out nasty.  
Don’t get me wrong, the cafeteria 
workers are really nice and I appreci-
ate the meal, but some days all I can 
eat is the inside of a roll.  Even the 
cups can be a little filthy on the inside.

The cafeteria has provided me 
with some fun social time.  It is the 
place where I can finally say my day is 
over by eating dinner.  Like I said, the 
cafeteria workers are really sweet and 
they can be extremely funny.  I would 
go eat at the Grill but there is only 
so much of the same food that I can 

eat during the week.  I wish the Grill 
would mix it up a little sometimes.  
Every day it is the same thing over and 
over again. 

Overall, the pros of EC overpower 
the cons.  I have had a great experi-
ence with the staff and they have 
been extremely helpful on my journey 
to University.  The one-on-one time 
between students and teachers is 
something I will really miss about EC.  
Bigger universities won’t be as friendly 
and understanding as the staff mem-
bers here.  My EC experience, good 
and bad, has led me to take the next 
step in my process of a bachelor’s de-
gree.   I cannot say “thank you” enough 
to all of those who have been there to 
help.

—Meghan McIntosh
Features Editor

Throughout these past few years the 
rate of teenagers committing suicide 
has had a huge increase and gradually 
gets higher every year. Adults believe 
that these teenagers are seeking atten-
tion or they blame it on their parents 
for not being there for their child, but 
the truth is it relates back to their peers. 
This topic hits so close to home be-
cause in these past few months one of 
our neighboring counties has had two 
suicides from the same school in a mat-
ter of weeks. The only question that lies 
within everyone is why? What was so 
bad that these teenagers thought that 
they could not carry on? I heard many 
people call these two teenagers stupid 
or selfish. However, some of these 
people have forgotten how it feels to 
be in high school and have your life 
revolve around your peers.

According to author Kubler Ross, in 
the adolescence stage teenagers just 
want to be accepted, some find com-
fort in being an individual while are 
others are trying to fit into that status 

quo. How is being anorexic, bulimic, 
obese or self-mutilating any different 
from committing suicide? Why is the 
person that committed suicide igno-
rant? Is the cheerleader or pageant 
queen being anorexic any better? 
There are mothers that make their 
daughters take laxatives and eat certain 
amounts of food because they are not 
the right size. I mean come on, let’s be 
honest here, who gave us the right to 
look down on others just because we 
couldn’t understand the situation they 
were going through. The town will 
throw a huge funeral ceremony for a 
couple of teenagers that were reckless 
driving opposed to a teenager that 
literally could not see any way out. 

Teenagers thrive off the acceptance 
of their peers whether they are the 
jocks, cheerleaders, gothics, skate-
boarders or the misfits, as society likes 
to place them. When they are not 
accepted they feel that they are weird 
or that they have to prove themselves 
worthy of their peers. When we are 

adults we start 
to learn that 
not being ac-
cepted is okay 
and that life 
will go on, but 
when you are 
in high school 
it is quite the 
opposite.

 Bullying has 
a lot to do with 
the way a teen-
ager perceives 
his or herself. 
They believe that something about 
them makes them vulnerable. Bullying 
starts in the household. Maybe the par-
ents should express that bullying or tor-
menting other children in school is not 
appropriate. However, there are some 
children that do it because they think it 
is cool, but it’s not cool when a person 
brings a gun to school and causes a 
mass murder. Usually these teenagers 
have gotten tired of being terrorized no 

matter how many times this person has 
told school officials or their parents. 

All of these are factors that contrib-
ute to a teenager committing suicide. 
Society should be held responsible for 
this unfortunate event. There are so 
many resources out there to reach out 
to these young adults, but it is the lack 
of taking time out and understanding 
these individuals that we as society 
are not doing. Bullying, suicide all of it 
could be prevented if officials and par-
ents would just take the time to listen. 
These teenagers need to know that 
whatever they are battling on a day to 
day basis, they are not alone. There are 
teenagers all around the world that 
are facing the same issues. It is okay to 
be different, it okay to have your own 
opinion and it is okay to not be accept-
ed. However, in the teenage world they 
are taught different. We as society have 
to come together and fight for those 
young adults that are to be our future 
doctors, lawyers, etc. If we don’t, then 
who will? We need to reach out and let 

them know that they are not alone and 
that we will pull together to face the 
inevitable.

“Well, I have to be honest as much as 
I wanted I’m not going to promise that 
cold winds won’t blow. So when hard 
times have found you and your fears 
surround you wrap my love around 
you, you’re never alone.” 

These lyrics from Lady Antebellum 
are a few words of encouragement to 
let a teenager know they are not alone. 
If a teenager confides in you and tells 
you that they don’t think they can carry 
on, listen and take it as a warning. Don’t 
just sit there and shrug it off, be proac-
tive about the situation.

I hope that somehow this article 
touches others and if it doesn’t then I 
did not do these young adults justice. 
To all the families who have lost loved 
ones, may God bless you and ease your 
pain. I am speaking for those who will 
not speak. God Bless.

—Rachel Ramirez
Opinions Editor

The fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin 
by George Zimmerman took place on 
Feb. 26, 2012, in Sanford, Fla. Martin 
was 17 years old; Zimmerman is 28 
years old. The shooting of the un-
armed teenager by neighborhood 
watch captain Zimmerman, and the 
initial police decision not to charge 
Zimmerman, sparked outrage across 
the nation and a national debate 
about race and violence in American 
society. Zimmerman told police that 
Martin had attacked him, and that he 
had shot Martin in self-defense.

Huffingtonpost.com reports, “Ac-
cording to law enforcement authori-
ties, Zimmerman, who maintained 
he shot the teen in self-defense, told 
local police that Martin punched him 
in the face, climbed on top of him and 
slammed his head into the sidewalk, 
the Orlando Sentinel reports.

“Martin, who was black, was walking 
back to his father’s house after a trip 
to the convenience store in Sanford, 

Fla., on Feb. 26. George Zimmerman, 
who was identified by his father as 
Hispanic, called 911 and told the dis-
patchers that the teen ‘looked suspi-
cious.’”

“Despite being told by a dispatcher 
not to follow the teen, Zimmerman 
left his car and approached Martin. 
Neighbors called 911 to report a scuf-
fle, some cries for help, and gunshots. 
When police arrived, Zimmerman 
admitted shooting the unarmed teen.”

The most significant line to me from 
this statement is, “…Martin, who was 
black, was walking back to…” Like 
so many others, this media source 
is putting a racial spin on this story. 
Bill Cosby recently stated that, “the de-
bate over the killing of Trayvon Martin 
by a neighborhood watch volunteer 
should be focused on guns, not race.”

I completely agree with Cosby. 
Why should the races of the victims 
matter? The concern should be more 
about gun control laws in Florida.

Csmonitor.
com reports, 
“The shoot-
ing, some say, 
may have set a 
potential high-
water mark 
for gun rights 
after a decade 
of legislative 
expansion, 
which included 
measures like 
concealed 
carry and no-
duty-to-retreat in public laws, and the 
landmark Florida “Stand Your Ground” 
law that’s been cited in the Trayvon 
Martin case.”

Florida’s justifiable homicide law, 
commonly known as “Stand Your 
Ground,” allows for a self-defense kill-
ing if a person reasonably fears death 
or serious bodily injury.

Although it took time, the long-

awaited arrest of Zimmerman came 
on April 11, 2012. Zimmerman turned 
himself in on an arrest warrant. He 
was charged with second-degree 
murder and later entered a plea of not 
guilty. The nation’s “sigh of relief” was 
short-lived when Zimmerman walked 
out of a Florida jail shortly after mid-
night early Monday morning, April 23, 
2012, free after posting a $150,000 
bond.

Less than three days before his 
release, Zimmerman took the stand to 
apologize at the bail hearing. He said, 
“I wanted to say I am sorry for the loss 
of your son. I did not know how old 
he was, I thought he was a little bit 
younger than I am and I did not know 
if he was armed or not.”

I find this apology a little disingenu-
ous and I was not the only one. The 
Martin family’s attorney, Benjamin 
Crump, conveyed that the family felt 
the apology was insincere. 

According to msnbc.com, “Before 

the hearing, Zimmerman’s camp had 
reached out to the family to see if he 
could apologize privately. But Martin’s 
parents rejected that invitation during 
a press conference.”

“He had a Web page — never apolo-
gized there. Had the voicemails we’ve 
heard — never apologized then,” 
Crump, said at a news conference. “So, 
we feel that you all can conclude for 
yourselves what motivations there 
are.”

Mark O’Mara, Zimmerman’s at-
torney, said his client wouldn’t have 
apologized at the hearing had he seen 
the press conference.

The fact is, only Zimmerman and 
Martin know what really occurred the 
evening of Feb. 26, 2012. Since Martin 
didn’t live to tell his side of the story, 
speculation is based on Zimmerman’s 
statements, witnesses’ accounts, and 
media coverage of the story.

—Christina Nollie
Editor

When graduating high school, 
deciding on a college is a difficult 
decision for most seniors. Before many 
decide exactly what college, they usu-
ally try to make the decision between 
going straight to a university or going 
to a community college first. 

When I was in high school I wanted 
to immediately go to Ole Miss after I 
graduated. Then senior year I began 
taking a few classes at East Central. I fell 
in love with the college and the people.  
I then decided that I would first come 
to East Central before going to Ole 
Miss. 

I still to this day think that was the 
best decision I could have made. Being 

from Newton County, many people 
from my high school always said they 
never wanted to come to EC because 
they would be with the same people 
we graduated with. Other people don’t 
want to attend a community college 
because they feel like there is never 
anything to do. When you get to a 
community college, like EC, you see 
that is not actually the case. 

Going to a community college first 
helps you get better prepared for a uni-
versity. You learn on a college level but 
you are in a much smaller and friendlier 
environment that makes the whole col-
lege experience a lot easier. At a com-
munity college your teacher knows 

you by name, 
not a number. 
Also, attending 
a community 
college gives 
you a chance 
to make great 
friendships. 
Some of the 
greatest people 
I have met have 
been because 
of East Cen-
tral. Meeting 
these people 
gives you lifelong friendships, and the 
people you meet could very well be 

going to the same university as you 
later, making the university experience 
better. Some of the people you meet at 
a community college could even end 
up being your roommates at a univer-
sity. Community colleges also give you 
more of a chance to get involved. 

At East Central, I am involved in 
many clubs and organizations and 
am even the president of the student 
body. I would have never even thought 
about running for president at a big 
university, and I probably would not be 
near as involved. There are less people 
at a community college so more op-
portunities for each individual, includ-
ing sports, clubs, offices, and things like 

homecoming court. 
Another huge advantage of com-

munity colleges is that the college may 
help you decide on a major before 
going to a university. Many people still 
have not decided what they want to do 
in life when they graduate. Attending a 
small college where you can get more 
one on one help makes this huge deci-
sion much easier. 

Community colleges just simply 
help you grow as an individual, giv-
ing you the opportunity to meet new 
people, get involved, and learn in an 
easier environment. 

—Nicole Bounds
Staff Writer

other views

other views

other views

other views

RACHEL RAMIREZ
Opinions Editor

Students Should Always Remember They are Never Alone

Trayvon Martin Shooting Should be a Gun Control Issue, Not Race

Making the Difficult Choice Between Community College & University



HOMESICK
This song was recorded by the band “A Day to Remember” and 

it’s from their album Homesick. This album 
was recorded mainly on the road while 
they were touring all around the world. 
This song is kind of a shout out to all of the 
band members’ families back home. It’s a 
great, catchy, upbeat song with some nice 
lyrics about how they’re missing home and 
telling their parents that they are doing 
okay on the road.

SOMEBODY THAT I USED TO KNOW 
This is a song that has recently become 

popular by Gotye featuring an artist 
named Kimba. It is basically a break up 
song, but a very catchy break up song. It 
has been covered by the group “Walk o�  
the Earth” which is originally what popularized it. As of right now, 
the Youtube video has around 180,000 views, which should show 
how popular the song has become in the past few weeks. All- in-
all; this is  a great song and a good listen. 

—Tyler Yates
Sta�  Writer
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TECH TIME

TUNING IN

Self Driving Cars May Be the Next Technological Trend
BY ADDREONNA SEGER 

Sta�  Writer

It is evident that technology is ever-
growing and expanding its reaches. 
Computers get upgraded on a weekly 
basis, new cell phones, touchpads, 
e-readers, and other small electron-
ics come out every couple of months. 
What doesn’t happen often is upgrad-
ed technology for cars. For years, it’s 
been a standard idea that all cars, with 
few exceptions between them would 
operate in the same basic manner. 
However, there is technological theory 
that suggests by the end of 2015, cars 
will do all the driving for their owners. 

Cadillac, a GM manufactured luxury 
car dealership, has announced plans 
for self-driving cars due to hit the 
markets in 2015. Car rides are no longer 
only for the person in the passenger 
seat. This is the newest form of technol-
ogy available to the up and coming car 

market. It’s not 
too horrible a 
proposal, either. 
Essentially, 
anyone who 
purchases one 
of these cars 
can drive hands 
free. A lot of 
people are used 
to the relaxation 
that accompa-
nies a long drive 
with cruise 
control settings. 
These cars take it a step farther. 

The technology used to make this 
car is some of the most brilliant avail-
able. GM suggests, a Cadillac that “is 
capable of fully automatic steering, 
braking and lane-centering in highway 
driving under certain optimal condi-
tions.”  

So, how does it work? Is it safe? Yes, 

it’s safe and that’s because Cadillac has 
integrated adaptive cruise control and 
lane centering technologies that allow 
the driver, in optimal weather condi-
tions of course, to drive hands free. This 
technology, although already existent 
in the most basic form, causes cars to 
beep or vibrate. The proposed technol-
ogy on the table from GM is that in a 
self-driving car with a Lane Keep Assist 
system means that the car will either 
nudge itself back into the lane through 
electric power steering or by light brak-
ing of the front wheel to turn the car in 
the direction it needs to go. 

Some more of the features of the 
2015 self-driving luxury convenience 
car are full-speed range adaptive cruise 
control, lane departure warning, side 
blind zone alert, intelligent brake assist, 
forward collision alert, safety alert seat, 
automatic collision preparation, adap-
tive forward lighting (steerable head-
lights) rear vision camera with dynamic 

guidelines, Head-up display, and GPS 
map data. 

All of these bits of technology work-
ing together to make driving even 
easier than it is already. As for safety, 
a lot of people might be leery leaving 
their life at the hands of a computer-
ized steering wheel. However, with 

all of the research and development 
going into this car, the present techno-
logical market is � nally coming closer 
to what the popular 90s television 
show The Jetsons portrayed the future 
would be like.  

—Addreonna Seger
Sta�  Writer

FROM THE SHELF THEATER TAKE

ADDREONNA SEGER
Staff Writer

FANCEEY SMITH
Staff Writer

Insatiable Offers Good Read Don’t Miss Friends with Benefits
Insatiable is the � rst in a series of books 

that follow events after Bram Stokers “Drac-
ula,” but in Meg Cabots eyes. 

Meena Harker is a young woman that 
can see other people’s dooms, their deaths 
and accidents. No one believes her when 
she tells them of the future; who would 
really? Then she meets a man that can be 
with her forever, for real. But is he too good 
to be true or a total nightmare. 

Read it, and you’ll see. Two thumbs up!
—Fanceey Smith

Sta�  Writer

This great movie is about a woman and a man that met through 
mutual work circumstances. 

She has a job for him and he just might take it. He eventually 
does and they become friends. They hang out, watch movies to-
gether, they become your typical boy/girl buddies. Until one day 
they decide to be more than that. Much more. 

Eventually he wants her to meet his family but while there 
something goes wrong, bad wrong. He � ghts to make her under-
stand that it was just a fun time that he wanted from her anymore. 

Does he get the girl? Find out when you watch this amazing 
movie. 

Five stars!!
—Fanceey Smith

Sta�  Writer

GAMERS GATHERINGS

TYLER YATES
Staff Writer

By TYLER YATES
Sta�  Writer

CIVILIZATION V
This game is the � fth installment in the 

Civilization series. Though all the games 
are based on the same thing, trying to take 

over the world with a well played strategy, 
this one has o� ered better graphics, more 
game play, and more tools to help you in 
your world conquest. 

It’s basically like a computer version of 
“Risk;” except it is real time and you start 
from biblical times and progress to modern 

day. 
This game is very addictive and if you 

like strategic games this is the best out 
there with many ways to take over the 
world from militaristic takeover to cultural 
spread, to winning the space race. 

New Sounds 
Worth a Listen

Series Game, Civilization V, is One of  the Best

East Central Community College
11th Annual
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Entry Fees:
$650 - Gold Corporate Sponsor

4 Players • Hole Sponsorship

$400 - Silver Corporate Sponsor
2 Players • Hole Sponsorship

$200 Bronze Corporate Sponsor
Hole Sponsorship

$125 Individual Players or $500 Team

Players packages Includes Green Fee, Cart, T-Shirt, Lunch and Give-Aways

For more information contact the ECCC
 Alumni Association 601.635.6327 • e-mail: sholling@eccc.edu

Thursday, June 28, 2012
Four-Person Scramble

9 a.m. Registration
10 a.m. Shotgun Start

Dancing Rabbit Golf Club • Azaleas Golf Course 
Choctaw, MS

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, effi cient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety fi rst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to fi nd or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, fl ashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to fi nd the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.



Colleges.
At Louisville High School, he 

was an all-superior drum ma-
jor, chosen Most Outstanding 
Junior, recipient of the John 
Phillip Sousa Band Award and 
participated in numerous clubs 
and activities.

One of those nominating him 
wrote, “Although I do not know 
Matthew as well as some of our 
other top students, I have found 
that he is indeed worthy of the 
Hall of Fame honor. As I talked 
to staff and faculty who know 
him, I heard the standard re-
ply…. a solid, Christian young 
man who is genuine in his faith 
and works extremely hard at all 
he does. He is a talented singer 
and adroit thespian who had 
the lead role in most (musical) 
productions on campus.”

Raychal Reed
Reed is a 2010 graduate of 

Winston Academy and is the 
daughter the daughter of Ray 
and Shelia Reed of Louisville.

Reed was selected an All-Mis-
sissippi Academic First Team 
scholar. Reed was also chosen a 
2012 Coca-Cola Bronze Scholar.

Reed, a President’s List 
scholar with a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average, has received nu-
merous honors at EC while also 
participating in various campus 
activities.

She was selected Most Beau-
tiful for 2011 and was a sopho-
more maid on the 2011 Home-
coming Court. She was recently 
selected a sophomore class fa-
vorite.

She is also an award-winning 
member of The Tom-Tom news-
paper staff, having won second 
place in the Best Sports Story 
competition in 2011. She also 
serves as co-editor of the Wo-
He-Lo yearbook.

Reed serves as president of 
the President’s Council and is 
vice president of the Astronomy 
Club, Sigma Sigma Mu Tau and 
SADD (Students Against De-
structive Decisions). She serves 
as public relations chairman of 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, treasurer of the Student 
Body Association and secretary 
of the EC Environmental Club. 
In addition, she is co-captain of 
the Centralettes, the dance line 
for the Wall O’ Sound Marching 
Band. Reed is also a member 
of the Warrior Corps, Diamond 
Darlings, EC Players and Wes-
ley Foundation.

Reed was named to Who’s 
Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Junior Colleges.

She is a recipient of the EC 
Scholars Award and received 
numerous other scholarships to 
attend East Central.

One of those nominating her 
wrote, “Based on Raychal’s 
grades, activities and willing-
ness to be a leader, I’d rate her 
performance as a college stu-
dent as superior. She is always 
interested in supporting others 
and working as a team to com-
plete a task. She is willing to 
assist when needed and eager 
to be successful in all that she 
does. Being an active member 
of the Warrior student body is 
also a key factor in Raychal’s 
college career, as she is a mem-
ber of numerous organizations. 
Within these organizations, she 
is not only a member but a lead-
er. While fulfilling her campus 
activity obligations, Raychal 
has maintained a 4.0 grade 

point average. She also exem-
plifies the character and integ-
rity of a student worthy of this 
honor. I would highly recom-
mend Raychal Reed for the top 
honor at ECCC, Hall of Fame.”

Bailee ViVeRette
Viverette is a 2010 graduate 

of Union High School and is the 
daughter of Todd and Kim Viv-
erette of Union.

Viverette, a Dean’s List 
Scholar, has excelled not only 
academically at East Central 
but also has received numerous 
honors and been an ambassa-
dor for the College.

She was selected by the stu-
dent body as sophomore home-
coming maid and was chosen as 
a student representative for the 
Mississippi Community College 
Legislative Appreciation Day, 
was the Mississippi Business 
Journal’s Community College 
representative for East Central 
and has participated in various 
radio commercials publicizing 
events at the College.

Viverette is also an active 
member of the East Central 
music department, where she 
is a vocalist for the Collegians 
Rock ‘N’ Roll band and a mem-
ber of the Centralette Dance 
Line for the Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band.

She serves as secretary for the 
Student Body Association and 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, is a girls’ Bible study 
leader on the Baptist Student 
Union Council and is a member 
of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, War-
rior Corps and Astronomy Club.

Viverette is also a member 
of the ECCC Players and was 
a cast member for the 2011 
spring musical production, All 
Shook Up.

She was a recipient of nu-
merous scholarships to attend 
ECCC, including the Lavern 
and Elizabeth Vowell Memo-
rial, Wall O’ Sound Marching 
Band, Collegians and ACT.

Viverette was named to Who’s 
Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Junior Colleges.

Viverette plans to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science from Mississippi State 
University and later earn her 
law degree from the University 
of Mississippi School of Law.

One of those nominating her 
wrote, “Bailee is a great student 
with great talent. She has a 
3.92 GPA and she can sing. She 
was an outstanding play cast 
member/soloist in the spring 
musical last year and was a 
soloist for the Collegians and 
has amazed everyone with her 
singing ability. She has made 
an A in my class and in most 
everyone else’s class, too. She is 
a joy to work with and deserves 
recognition as one of ECCC’s 
most outstanding students this 
year.”

alyse WeBB
Webb is a 2010 graduate of 

Noxapater Attendance Center 
and the daughter of James Rob-
ert and Susan Webb of Noxapa-
ter.

A President’s List Scholar, 
Webb has excelled not only aca-
demically at East Central but 
also has been a leader on cam-
pus, involved in various clubs 
and activities.

She was chosen by the stu-
dent body as a freshman class 
favorite and class secretary.

Webb serves as vice president 
of the Student Body Associa-
tion, vice president for scholar-
ship of the Theta Xi Chapter 

of Phi Theta Kappa, and is a 
member of the Baptist Student 
Union Council, Centralette 
Dance Line, Sigma Sigma Mu 
Tau, Warrior Corps, Diamond 
Darlings, and Wesley Founda-
tion. She is an active member of 
Clarke-Venable’s College Wor-
ship group.

Webb is an active member of 
the East Central music depart-
ment, where she is the key-
board player for the Collegians 
Rock ‘N’ Roll band and a mem-
ber of the Concert Choir.

She is also a member of the 
ECCC Players and was a cast 
member for the 2011 spring 
musical production, All Shook 
Up.

Webb was a recipient of nu-
merous scholarships to attend 
ECCC, including the Iris Pel-
legrene Boggan, Salutatorian, 
Wall O’ Sound Marching Band, 
and ACT.

She was named to Who’s Who 
Among Students in American 
Junior Colleges.

During her high school years 
at Noxapater Attendance Cen-
ter, she participated in numer-
ous clubs and activities and 
earned salutatorian.

She plans to apply for the as-
sociate degree nursing program 
at ECCC for the fall of 2012 and 
become a registered nurse.

One of those nominating her 
wrote, “Alyse is an exceptional 
student with a 3.92 GPA in the 
demanding nursing major. She 
is one of those rare students 
who participates in just about 
everything on campus and does 
so willingly and genuinely. She 
seems to always be cheerful and 
focused on the task at hand. As 
one of the most dependable stu-
dent body association members, 
you can always count on Alyse, 
as she leads by example. She 
is also one of the most talented 
singers on campus, performing 
in the Concert Choir and the 
Collegians. She has it all! Alyse 
has represented ECCC in an ex-
emplary manner!”

tyleR yates
Yates is a 2010 graduate of 

Newton County High School 
and is the son of Karen Robert-
son and Mickey Yates, both of 
Decatur.

Yates, a Dean’s List Scholar, 
is an active member in the stu-
dent body at ECCC.

He is a member of the Wall O’ 
Sound Marching Band where 
he was selected first chair and 
trombone captain. Yates is the 
horn leader for the Collegians 
Rock ‘N’ Roll Band. He also 
was chosen to perform during 
two memorial services held at 
the State Veterans’ Cemetery. 
Yates is a member the College’s 
Concert and Jazz bands.

He is also a member of the 
Concert Choir and was selected 
to the backup chorus for coun-
try music star Kenny Rogers’ 
Christmas Concert.

Outside of his musical activi-
ties, Yates is a member of the 
EC Players, where he directed 
sound; Warrior Corps, The 
Tom-Tom newspaper and Wo-
He-Lo yearbook staffs. 

Yates was selected as a mem-
ber of the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society.

He was also named to Who’s 
Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Junior Colleges.

One of those nominating him 
wrote, “Tyler is an exceptional 
student who is very talented 
musically as well as academi-
cally. Tyler is also a very de-
pendable, conscientious and 

hard-working young man who 
has proven to be a valuable as-
set to not only the music pro-
gram through his work study 
responsibilities and volunteer 
work but to the College as well. 
There is nothing this outstand-
ing student won’t do for EC! He 
loves being a student here and 
one day hopes to “give back” to 
the College by serving as band 
director (after Tom Carson re-
tires, of course!). Tyler clearly 
represents the type student we 
love to have.”

Additional honors pre-
sented during Awards Day 
include the following:

Career award recipients in-
clude Eli Tubby of Choctaw, 
residential carpentry; Cath-
erine Tribble of Rose Hill and 
Sara B. Schwebel of Philadel-
phia, co-recipients in cosmetol-
ogy; and Augustus Wilcher of 
Carthage, welding and cutting 
“Taylor Cup” and “Career Stu-
dent of the Year.”

Technical awards were pre-
sented to Guy Loper of Deca-
tur, collision repair; Nathan-
iel Richardson of Lawrence, 
automotive technology; Karen 
Townsend of Union, early child-
hood education; Kayla Dicker-
son of Union, computer tech-
nology; Justin Cabe of Forest, 
electrical; James Tyler Moore 
of Lauderdale, heating and air 
conditioning technology; Jason 
Petro of Chunky, culinary arts; 
co-recipients of hotel restaurant 
management award were Syd-
ney Mosely of Shubuta and Me-
lissa Farmer of Philadelphia; 
Timothy Palmer of Louisville, 
machine shop; Keylon Johnson 
of Philadelphia, computer net-
work support; and LaDarian 
Johnson of Newton, “Technical 
Student of the Year.”

Recipients of healthcare edu-
cation awards included Jessie 
Flake of Philadelphia, Associ-
ate Degree Nursing Outstand-
ing Achievement; Suzy Lane of 
Philadelphia, practical nursing; 
Elliot Owen of Meridian, para-
medic technology; and recipient 
of the Mississippi Nurses Foun-
dation Scholarship, Vickie Col-
lins of Noxapater. 

Those receiving special 
awards were Hannah Clay of 

Lake, citizenship; Claire Grif-
fin of Decatur, Ann Burkes 
Phi Theta Kappa, Dustin Cul-
len of Carthage, PTK Presi-
dential Gavel, Alford J. Dea-
ton Physics and co-recipient of 
East Central Environmental 
Club award; Jimmie Broom-
field of Forest, Anthony Cole-
man Men’s Basketball; Rachel 
Sharp of Sturgis, co-recipient of 
ECCC Astronomy Club award; 
Raychal Reed of Louisville, 
co-recipient of ECCC Astron-
omy Club award; Matthew 
Dempsey of Louisville, ECCC 
Concert Choir; Robin Fanning 
of Philadelphia, Dustin Harris 
of Hickory and Cody Warren 
of Union, co-recipients of the 
East Central Environmental 
Club award; Tom Jackson of 
Louisville and Tiffany Sims of 
Decatur, co-recipients of ECCC 
Gospel Choir; Lindsay Gibbs of 
Forest, ECCC Players; Shelby 
Powell of Meridian, Richard 
Fisher Organic Chemistry; 
Judson Bounds of Newton, S. 
Lebrun Hutchison; Benjamin 
Prestage of Carthage, freshman 
mathematics and Margaret 
Mosal for Leadership awards; 
Tyler Reeves of Decatur, soph-
omore mathematics; Dorothy 
Chapman of Lake, co-recip-
ient of Mississippi Business 
Education Association award; 
Christina Nollie of Carthage, 
co-recipient of Mississippi Busi-
ness Education Association 
and recipient of The Tom-Tom 
awards; Bobbi Schwebel of Phil-
adelphia, Myrtle R. Hutchison 
Elementary Education; Allison 
Perry of Philadelphia, Alyne 
Simmons Recruitment Grant; 
Nikki Cumberland of Lena and 
Tyler Reeves of Decatur, Roy 
Pete Awards for Soccer; An-
drew Hanna of Union, second-
ary education; and Kelsey Tad-
lock of Decatur, Lucille Wood 
Scholarship.

Alumni Memorial Awards 
were presented to Nikki Cum-
berland of Decatur, Arno Vin-
cent Award for Academic Ex-
cellence in Athletics; Miguel 
Megrano of Gonzales, La., Billy 
Wayne Baucum Secondary Ed-
ucation Award; Megan Dollar 
of Union, Ruth Carr-Vincent 
Award for Academic Excellence 

in Nontraditional Education; 
Tarra Gibson of Bailey, Opal 
McMullan Dickerson Elemen-
tary Education; Ashley Moore 
of Carthage, Alatha Chaney 
English; James Cumberland 
of Union, W. A. Coursey, Jr., 
Engineering; Dustin Cullen of 
Carthage, Danny Ray Killens 
Engineering; Cindy Burnside 
of Decatur, Sara Carr Dea-
ton Business Technology; Kyle 
Henson of Weir, Sue Yarbrough 
Fulgham Speech; Shelby Pow-
ell of Meridian, Jack B. Mayo 
Phi Theta Kappa; Frederick 
Davis of Jackson, William S. 
Giffin Men’s Intramural; Truitt 
Kilgore of Philadelphia, Homer 
F. Hunter Award for Athletic 
Managers; Tate Rogers of Louis-
ville, Andrew F. Webb Football; 
Jackson Therrien of Newton, 
Howard Sessums Men’s Bas-
ketball; Inessa Adams of Horn 
Lake, Earline Wood Women’s 
Basketball; and Rachel Sharp 
of Sturgis, Dr. Edwin Miller 
Medical Services Award.

Faculty Memorial Awards 
were presented to Janet Eth-
ridge of Decatur, Aaron R. Da-
vis Memorial; Andrew Hanna 
of Union, Frank Edwin and 
Nena Holt Leatherwood Biol-
ogy Science and Frank M. Cross 
Freshman Chemistry awards; 
Evan Humphries of Louisville, 
Jamie Clark Memorial Award 
for Baseball; Megan Dollar 
of Union, J. Wallace Bedwell 
Business; Jeremy Carson of 
Decatur, Robert G. Fick Memo-
rial; Donald E. Pendergrass of 
Philadelphia, Shelby L. Har-
ris Memorial; Ashley Moore of 
Carthage and Raychal Reed of 
Louisville, co-recipients of the 
Ruth Hull Wo-He-Lo award; 
Tyler Gilmore of Union, J. Andy 
Miller Freshman Engineering; 
Chris Morgan of Hickory, O.L. 
Newell Drafting; Susan Tillm-
on of Decatur, Charles E. Pen-
nington Business Technology; 
Nicole Bounds of Newton, Leon 
Eubanks Kaljyc-Peers; Cane 
Phillips of Forest, L.B. Sim-
mons History; Allyson Loper of 
Philadelphia, General William 
Patrick Wilson General Aca-
demic scholarship; and Alex-
ander Lee, Thomas W. Thrash 
Memorial.
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our dorm.  ‘Treat others 
the way you wanted to be 
treated’ was an unwritten 
rule for us, but she made 
sure we followed it,” said 
Allison Perry.  

Sullivan’s presence in 
Barber Hall is missed dai-
ly according to her dorm 
residents.  

Holly Wade said, “Sully 
was a great woman and a 
caring dorm mother.  She 
wasn’t just someone that 
watched the girls, she was 
someone who truly cared 
about us.  Sully was there 
for any and every girl 
whenever they needed something or just wanted 
to talk.  Personally, I am going to miss her.” 

Losing Sullivan has truly been like losing a 
family member to many people on the ECCC 
campus.

The effect of her sudden death has not only af-
fected Barber Hall, but has spread campus-wide.  
Dr. Randall Lee, Vice President for Student Ser-
vices stated, “Ms. Maxine Sullivan is missed at 
East Central, especially among us in Student 
Services who worked with her daily. We were 
grief-stricken by her sudden illness and passing 
and miss her dearly. Our thoughts and prayers 

go out to her daughter, Glenda, and the rest of 
her large family.”  

East Central was blessed with the years of ser-
vice that Sullivan was able to give the college.  
She will be missed in all aspects, whether it’s 
her coming over the intercom telling the girls 
of Barber Hall it was quiet time, sitting in the 
cafeteria, or taking up tickets at football games. 
Sullivan now lives on in our memory, and what a 
wonderful memory it is.

What’s so great about 
CAREY?

We love transfer students!

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY
Hattiesburg • Biloxi • New Orleans

www.wmcarey.edu

Explore opportunities in academic, athletic, talent, church-related 
vocations, and Phi Theta Kappa scholarships at WCU! Call  

601-318-6103 today to discuss the details of your scholarship 
package and to make an appointment before May 11 to register  

for summer and fall classes!

Transfer scholarships per year for on-campus students includes 
$5,600 for students with a 3.5 and above cumulative GPA; $4,500 

for students with a 3.0-3.49 cumulative GPA; and $3,500 for  
students with a 2.5-2.99 cumulative GPA. Off-campus, talent,  

and athletic scholarships may vary.

If you register before May 11, you will receive a $1,200 scholarship 
upgrade or $600 per year for two years.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Maxine Sullivan was known for her love of chil-
dren. She is shown here holding Aubrey Jones.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Officers: Selected to lead East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chap-
ter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, in 2012-13 are (first row, 
from left) Leighanne Wright of Lake, executive board; Axie Jones of Decatur, fundraising chairman; 
and Claire Griffin of Decatur, president; (second row, from left) Emily Marler of Morton and Alex Weir of 
Philadelphia, executive board members; Shamiski Collier of Philadelphia, secretary; Sandy Alexander 
of Duffee, vice president of scholarship; and Holli Nutt of Morton, public relations chair; and (third row, 
from left) William Meruvia of Philadelphia, vice president of fellowship; Cain Prestage of Carthage, vice 
president of service; and Andrew Hanna of Union, vice president of leadership. Phi Theta Kappa is the 
largest honor society in American higher education with more than 2,000,000 members and 1,200 chap-
ters located in 50 United States, U.S. territories, Canada and Germany. Biology instructor Curt Skipper 
and career-technical counselor Amanda Walton serve as advisers.    

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Inductees: These East Central Community College students were inducted into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year students, during the 
annual spring semester ceremony held April 10, 2012, in Huff Auditorium. New members of the prestigious organization and their respective hometowns include (first row, from left) Ed Boudreaux, Decatur; Bobbi 
Schwebel, Philadelphia; Megan Everett, Lake; Jessica Barnett, Forest; Olivia Potter, Madison; Shelby Parkman, Raleigh; Amanda Williamson, Lake; Leighanne Wright, Little Rock; Axie Jones, Decatur; Holli 
Nutt, Morton; Lauren Daniels, Philadelphia; Hannah Farmer, Newton; Lacie Sessums, Lena; Brittany Smith, Decatur; and Charles E. Curry, Jr., Newton; (second row, from left) Pheanice Hamm-Brown, Lake; 
Sara Schwebel, Philadelphia; Tarra Gibson and Hannah Cade, both of Collinsville; Madeline Potter, Flora; Emily Marler, Morton; Alex Weir, Philadelphia; Shamiski Collier, Philadelphia; Sandy Alexander, Duffee; 
Alex Stuart and Ally Loper, both of Philadelphia; Meghan Johnson, Lena; Carrie McLemore, Philadelphia; Debbie Williams, Newton; and Tiffany Smith and Holly Jones, both of Union; (third row, from left) Devyn 
Hughes, Lake; Tanner Fortenberry, Union; Jacob Emmons, Lake; Matthew Brown, Decatur; Jacob Wiggs and Chesney Spence, both of Philadelphia; Shelby Johnston, Lena; Claire Griffin, Decatur; Taylor Potter, 
Bentonia; Allison Perry and Brittany Boatner, both of Philadelphia; Johnny Kight, Louisville; and James Savage, Jr. and Terrance Steele, both of Philadelphia; and (fourth row, from left) Tyler Gilmore, Sebastopol; 
Jeremy Carson and Tyler Reeves, both of Decatur; Chase Gaddis, Forest; Jessie Armstrong, Collinsville; Julien Gillis, Hickory; Darin Hillman, Conehatta; William Meruvia, Philadelphia; Cain Prestage, Carthage; 
Andrew Hanna, Union; Lucas Calvert, Louisville; Jordan Clearman, Dylan Sparnecht  and Ethan Pendergrass, all of Philadelphia; Blake Cochran, Hickory; and Kalik May, Northport, Ala. Phi Theta Kappa is the 
largest honor society in American higher education with more than 2,000,000 members and 1,200 chapters located in 50 United States, U.S. territories, Canada and Germany. Biology instructor Curt Skipper and 
career-technical counselor Amanda Walton serve as Theta Xi advisers.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Chapter Honored: East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa was recently recognized as a Five-Star Chapter, the highest level a chapter can attain. 
Shown with the award certificate signifying the prestigious honor are (from left) adviser Amanda Wal-
ton, career-technical counselor; Raychal Reed of Louisville, Theta Xi public relations chairman; Dustin 
Cullen of Carthage, Chapter president; and adviser Curt Skipper, biology instructor. Phi Theta Kappa is 
the international honor society for two-year colleges with more than 1,200 chapters located in the United 
States, U.S. territories, Canada and Germany. 
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On March 7, 2012, two East Central students were recognized for 
their achievements at the All-Mississippi Academic Team Banquet 

for Phi Theta Kappa in Jackson. Dustin Cullen was named to the 
Second Team of the All-Mississippi Academic Team. Cullen is 

president of the Theta XI chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the Baptist 
Student Union, and the Alpha Alpha Epsilon Engineering Club 

at EC. He is also very involved in numerous clubs and activities 
on campus including the Environmental Club, Wesley Founda-

tion, and EC Players. Cullen was also chosen as the HEADWAE 
student of the year.  Raychal Reed has been named to the First 

Team of the All-Mississippi Academic Team and also selected as 
a Coca-Cola Bronze Scholar. For her accomplishment as a Coca-
Cola Scholar, she will be recognized in the April 23 edition of the 
USA Today. Reed serves as co-captain of the Centralette dance 
line, vice president of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, and co-editor of the 
Wo-He-Lo  yearbook. She is also very involved in campus activi-

ties as treasurer of the student body and a member of the As-
tronomy Club and The Tom-Tom newspaper staff. These students 

received these honors based on academic achievement, service 
to both school and community, and participation in Phi Theta 

Kappa. They were recognized by the Mississippi Legislature and 
received medallions and scholarships for their accomplishments. 

Pictured above from left to right is Dr. Phil Sutphin, Dustin Cul-
len, Raychal Reed, and Amanda Walton, co-sponsor of Phi Theta 

Kappa. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Students Winning SkillsUSA Honors: These East Central Community College career-technical students received various honors 
at the Mississippi SkillsUSA Competition hosted by Hinds Community College. Award-winners and their respective areas of competition 
include (first row, from left) Lindsy Renfrow of Philadelphia, Cortney McAllister of Weir, Amanda Kelleher of Carthage and Shadairus Robin-
son of Newton, third place, Opening and Closing Team; and Kimberly Terrell of Toomsuba, second place, Promotional Bulletin Board Team; 
(middle row, from left) Paige Swindle of Noxapater, Lillian Griffin of Louisville and Tamika Anderson of Decatur, third place, Opening and 
Closing Team; Pheanice Hamm-Brown of Lake, second place, Job Skill Demonstration; and Sarah Orr of Noxapater, second place, Promo-
tional Bulletin Board Team; and (back row, from left) Clarence Creel of Lake, third place, Automotive Service Technology; Jason Petro of 
Chunky, first place, Commercial Baking; Justin Collins of Forest, third place, Industrial Motor Control; Robert Doss of Noxapater, third place, 
CNC Turning Technology; Colton Gibbs of Forest, third place, Architectural Drafting; and Mason Shelley of Forest, second place, Resi-
dential Wiring. Not pictured are Wesley Clark of Meridian, third place, Collision Repair Technology; and Karen Townsend of Union, second 
place, Preschool Teacher Assistant. As a first-place winner, Petro will represent Mississippi at the National SkillsUSA Competition sched-
uled June 22-28 in Kansas City, Missouri. This is the third consecutive year a culinary arts technology student has qualified for the national 
contest.

ECCC Students Presented State PBL Awards: These Phi Beta 
Lambda members at East Central Community College received vari-
ous honors at the State PBL Leadership Conference held recently 
in Natchez. Award-winners and their respective areas of competi-
tion include (seated from left) Rachel Alexander of Philadelphia, 
first place, Business Presentation, first place, Local Chapter Annual 
Business Report, and Who’s Who; Keylon Johnson of Philadelphia, 
first place, Cyber Security and second place, Help Desk; Nathan 
Wells of Noxapater, first place, Network Design and second place, 
Information Management; Tori McInnis of Union, first place, Job 
Interview and first place, Strategic Analysis and Decision Making; 
Kayla Dickerson of Union, first place, Financial Analysis and Deci-
sion Making and first place, Sales Presentation; Chelsea Gilmer of 
Philadelphia, first place, Digital Video, first place, Free Enterprise 
Project; and Allison Perry of Philadelphia, first place, Integrated Mar-
keting Campaign and third place, Marketing Analysis and Decision 
Making; and (standing from left) Tanner Fortenberry of Union, first 
place, Business Presentation; Tyeisha Meeks of Decatur, first place, 
Business Presentation, third place, Business Law, and Who’s Who; 
Bradley Hankins of Forest, first place, Network Design, first place, 
Telecommunications; Haleigh Graham of Sebastopol, fourth place, 
Microeconomics; Kristy Posey of Philadelphia, first place, Free 
Enterprise Project; and Brittany Boatner of Philadelphia, first place, 
Integrated Marketing Campaign and third place, Economic Analysis 
and Decision Making. Not pictured are Caleb Raines of Little Rock  
first place, Network Design, second place, Client Service and Who’s 
Who; and former PBL members Bryan Wiseman of Newton and 
Zach Gibbs of Lake, who were selected for Hall of Fame recognition 
in recognition of their first-place awards in Network Design during 
the 2011 National PBL Leadership Conference. Wiseman was also 
named to Who’s Who. ECCC’s PBL Chapter was one of only two 
chapters in the state recognized as Gold Seal Chapters. The group 
was also recognized as a Foundation Member and placed fifth in 
fundraising for the March of Dimes. ECCC career-technical faculty 
members who serve as advisers include Kelly Cluff, Stella Dicker-
son, Judy Hurtt, Christy Ferguson, Thomas Fortenberry and Brenda 
Johnson.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Clark Wins SkillsUSA Honor: 
Wesley Clark of Meridian was 

among career-technical students 
at East Central Community Col-

lege, who won various honors 
at the Mississippi SkillsUSA 

Competition hosted recently by 
Hinds Community College. Clark 

placed third in the Collision Re-
pair Technology category.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

FROM STAFF REPORTS

East Central Community Col-
lege’s student newspaper, The 
Tom-Tom, was among the top 
student newspapers in the state 
recognized during the 2012 
O.C. McDavid Journalism Con-
ference held March 29 at the 
Mississippi Children’s Museum 
of Art in Jackson.  East Central 
students earned 8 awards in the 
Mississippi Press Association’s 
Better Newspaper Contest in the 
Community and Junior College 
Division, including two second 
place, five third place and one 
honorable mention awards in 
the competition. 

In the Better Newspaper 

Competition, members of The 
Tom-Tom staff earned the fol-
lowing awards:

A second place finish for 
freshman Claire Griffin of Deca-
tur, Best Cartoons. 

The Tom-Tom staff was also 
honored with a second place 
award for Best Front Page.

Sophomores Rachel Ramirez 
of Forest and Christina Nollie 
were recognized with a third 
place award for Best Editorials.

Sophomore Polly Vaughn of 
Decatur was recognized with a 
third place award for Best Fea-
ture Photograph.

Sophomore Justin Snow of 
Stallo was recognized with 
a third place award for Best 

Sports Photograph.
The Tom-Tom staff also receiv-

ing third place honors for Best 
Overall Design and Miscella-
neous Advertising Design.

Sophomore Dana McKee was 
awarded honorable mention in 
the Best Feature Photo category.

The Tom-Tom is a student-led 
newspaper representative of the 
student body of East Central 
Community College. The staff is 
led by Nollie, editor; Holli Nutt 
of Morton, design editor; Rachel 
Ramirez of Forest, opinions 
editor; and Meghan McIntosh of 
Carthage, features editor. ECCC 
Publications Coordinator Gen-
nie Phillips of Forest serves as 
adviser. 

TheTom-Tom Staff  Receives Awards

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Award-Winning Newspaper Staff: Members of East Central Community College’s newspaper staff 
pictured following the 2012 O.C. McDavid Journalism Conference held March 29, 2012, at Mississippi 
Children’s Museum of Art in Jackson. Pictured are: (from left)  Christina Nollie of Carthage; Tyler Yates 
of Decatur; Meghan McIntosh of Carthage; Nicole Bounds and Claire Griffin, both of Decatur; Ashley 
Moore of Carthage; Raychal Reed of Louisville; Holli Nutt of Morton; adviser Gennie Phillips of Forest; 
Addreonna Seger of Newton; and Fanceey Smith of Little Rock.
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We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about 
your club/organization 

to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos 
with identification and any happenings.
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MORTON — Emily Marler was crowned 2012 
Miss Morton March 31 at the Livingston Perform-
ing Arts Center in Morton.  Marler, 19, was one of 
four contestants who vied for the top title during 
the annual pageant, which is sponsored by the 
Morton Chamber of Commerce.  

“I was excited and surprised,” Marler said about 
hearing her name announced as the winner. “I feel 
very honored and hope to represent the city well.”  

Marler, a sophomore secondary education 
major at East Central Community College earned a 
full-tuition scholarship to ECCC with the crown. As 
part of her duties as Miss Morton, Marler will take 
part in the city’s annual Christmas parade.  

A 2011 honor graduate of Morton High 
School, Marler is active at ECCC, where she is a 
member of the Wo-He-Lo yearbook staff, Dia-
mond Darlings and the East Central Environmen-

tal Club. 
She is the daughter of Robert and Kathy Mar-

ler of Morton.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
New ECCC Board of Trustees Members: Recently welcomed as new members of the East Central 
Community College Board of Trustees are county superintendents of education (second from left) J. O. 
Amis (Newton), Tommy Dearing (Neshoba), Patrick Posey (Leake) and Bingham Moncrief (Scott), who 
are shown with ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left) and Board Chairman Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth 
(far right) of Lake. The county officials began their four-year terms in January 2012. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Participants at Community College ‘Capitol Day’: Representing East Central Community 
College at the annual Community College Capitol Day held at the Mississippi Legislature on March 20, 
2012, were (from left) students Jeffrey Hemphill of Louisville, Alex Chappell of Union, Carrie Rushing of 
Decatur, Antonio Nash of Carthage and Rachel Ramirez of Forest; and administration/faculty members 
Chris Harris of Decatur, Marc McCool of Louisville, Wanda Hurley of Union and Christy Ferguson of 
Philadelphia. More than 200 students, faculty and administrators of the 15 Mississippi community and ju-
nior colleges converged on the state Capitol to share their message about the colleges’ needs with state 
leaders. The state’s community and junior colleges continue to provide higher education and workforce 
training to thousands of Mississippians while at the same time grappling with low state appropriations.

Marler Crowned 2012 Miss Morton

MARLER

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The Ac’cents, East Central Community Col-
lege’s Show Choir, will present their spring 
semester concert Thursday, May 3, 2012. 

The special presentation begins at 7 p.m. in 
the Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium. There is 
no charge for admission. 

This year’s concert features music by artists 
such as The Jacksons, Lady Antebellum, Katy 
Perry, The Beatles, Madonna, Sting, Beyonce and 
Sara Bareilles. 

Ac’cents members and their respective high 
schools include Sandy Alexander, Jeremy Carson, 
Tadarin (Bo) Foster, Tyler Gilmore, Claire Griffin 
and Polly Vaughn, all of Newton County; Mat-
thew Dempsey, Louisville; Kourtney Johnson, 
Union; Macy Seale, Neshoba Central; Alex Weir, 
Leake Academy; and Turner Stevens, Leake Cen-
tral. Sound technicians are Austin Jay of Union 
and Jason Mann of Newton County.ECCC vocal/
choral instructor Vicki Blaylock serves as director.

For more information, contact Ms. Blaylock, 
601-635-6225 or e-mail vblaylock@eccc.edu.

Ac’cents Concert Set May 3
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Viverette Wins Talent Contest
FROM STAFF REPORTS

MERIDIAN — Performing to a sold 
out crowd, 16 of the area’s finest 
amateur vocalists competed April 
19 at the MSU Riley Center during 
Meridian’s FOX 30 X Factor Audition 
Pass Contest. Of the 16 contestants, 
four – one from each category -  were 
chosen to win a guaranteed audition 
in front of the X Factor producers in 
Greensboro, N.C. on May 1. One of 
those chosen was East Central Com-
munity College’s own Bailee Viverette, 
who won the female division. 
Other Top 4 winners and their respec-
tive divisions were: Gloria Christian, 
adults 30+; Jonathan Brannan, male; 
and The Miracle Wonders, duo/group.

“Winning Meridian’s X-Factor 
competition was amazing,” Viverette 
said.  “When I received that initial 

phone call telling me I’d made the Top 
16, I was shocked! My mom and I just 
kind of sent my audition video in on 
a whim... I didn’t really expect any-
thing to come of it. But it did and I am 
beyond excited for this experience!! I 
thank God every day for each oppor-
tunity he has blessed me with! Can’t 
wait for Greensboro!”

Viverette is an active member 
of the East Central music depart-
ment, where she is a vocalist for the 
Collegians Rock ‘N’ Roll band and a 
member of the Centralette Dance 
Line for the Wall O’ Sound March-
ing Band. A sophomore at ECCC, she 
plans to obtain a bachelor’s degree 
in political science from Mississippi 
State University and later earn her law 
degree from the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law. Viverette is a 2010 
graduate of Union High School and is 

the daugh-
ter of Todd 
and Kim 
Viverette of 
Union.

Mike 
Reed, FOX 
30’s station 
owner said 
the judges 
had a dif-
ficult task 
in choosing 
the winners 
this year.

“All 16 
performances were winners in my 
book,” he said.

 The judges were: Blues/Gospel 
recording artist, Patrice Moncell; Nash-
ville songwriter Jim McCormick; and 
last’s year’s FOX 30 X Factor Audition 

Pass Contest Winner, Track 45. Track 
45 also opened the show with several 
songs that entertained the crowd and 
got the contestants ready to sing for 
their “chance of a lifetime”!

“The MSU Riley Center was filled 
with people holding signs and cheer-
ing in support of their favorite contes-
tants. And, as always, the community 
really stepped up and showed their 
hospitality,” stated Reed.  Pepsi/Brown 
Bottling presented prizes to the win-
ners. In addition, FOX 30 will be pay-
ing travel and lodging for the winners’ 
trip to Greensboro.

THE X FACTOR is a vocal competi-
tion series airing this fall on FOX.  In a 
departure from other singing compe-
tition series, the first time a contestant 
auditions for the judges, they will do 
so in front of an audience of thou-
sands – raising the stakes and increas-

ing the pressure to impress not only 
the judges, but also a potential legion 
of fans.  This will be the ultimate test 
to prove they have the vocal ability, 
charisma and stage presence that it 
takes to become a global superstar 
and win an unprecedented $5 million 
recording contract with Syco/Sony 
Music.

THE X FACTOR is produced by Syco 
Television and Fremantle Media North 
America. Simon Cowell, Rob Wade and 
Siobhan Greene are executive produc-
ers for Syco Television.  Cecile Frot-
Coutaz, Richard Holloway and Andrew 
Llinares serve as executive producers 
for Fremantle Media North America.   

For complete rules, restrictions and 
information about FOX 30’s X Factor 
Audition Pass Contest go to www.
wgbctv.com.

VIVERETTE

Are You Really Safe on Campus? 
By KAMERON BOULTON

Staff Writer

Many students often worry about 
their safety 
while on col-
lege grounds. 
Many times 
when faced 
with the recent 
news of shoot-
ings and school 
violence on 
larger univer-
sity campuses, 
they stop to 
think, “am I 
safe?” Whether 
living on col-
lege campuses or commuting every-
day, at any second danger can occur. 

What is ECCC doing to insure 
your safety? Many students for the 
most part feel safe on campus. Mitch 
McCleon , ECCCchief of police, states 
that with five full-time and 2 part-time 
personnel, he feels that ECCC is a safe 
campus with no more problems than 
any other campus, and that they are 
working to eliminate those problems. 
According to Chief McCleon, the most 
common problems on the ECCC cam-
pus are not locking dorm doors, dress 
codes violations, breaking and enter-
ing, and school decals.

Police patrol the grounds at all 
times, walk the dorms and classroom 
halls, and visit with students. Chief 
McCleon states that he makes sure 
his officers are where they need to 
be at all times and makes sure they 
are doing what they need to do. Most 

students 
feel police 
do an ad-
equate job 
of keeping 
the campus 
safe. They 
do not feel 
threatened 
or in danger. 
Over all, 
most stu-
dents feel 
assistance is 
readily and 
promptly 
available; although, some students 
desire more approachable staff.

In the event of a serious incident 
such as a campus shooting or anything 
else that warrants serious action, are 

students prepared to handle the situ-
ation? When asked what action they 
would take during a lockdown, most 
students replied they would stay calm 
and wait for further instructions. Ve-
ronica Lake states, “I would stay calm, 
focus on my surroundings and wait for 
instructions.” 

Robin Coker replied, “I would get 
down and hide somewhere.” Some 
replied they would probably run or not 
be aware of the situation. Most stu-
dents were not aware of what they are 
supposed to do in the event of a lock-
down. Lockdown means that someone 
is on campus that is not supposed to 
be there and they possess a weapon 
like a gun or any other dangerous 
weapon and wish to cause bodily harm 
to other students.

According to McCleon , during a 

lockdown, classrooms, dorms, and 
office doors should be locked and 
blinds should be closed. Sit on the 
floor against the wall and wait for 
proper authority to show up. Chief 
McCleon said he feels ECCC is prepared 
to handle a serious situation such as a 
shooting.

What can be done to make the cam-
pus feel safer? Some students feel per-
fectly safe while on campus; however, 
some students desire more ground po-
lice and room checks. Chief McCleon 
wants security cameras placed on top 
of buildings. Students can also work 
to make the campus safer by locking 
doors and copying the serial numbers 
on their electrical devices. If they feel 
threatened, they should contact Dean 
of Students James Miller or the police 
department and let them handle it.

KAMERON BOULTON
Staff Writer

MCCLEON

We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization  

to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Registration Time: Rob Roberts of Hickory and his mother, Amber Roberts, speak with Financial Aid 
assistant Lynda Gist about attending Mississippi State University-Meridian this fall. Roberts will graduate 
from East Central Community College this spring and plans to major in History at MSU-Meridian. Regis-
tration for summer and fall classes is going on now.
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The Trail of Memories in Rememberance of Dunkerson
By NICOLE BOUNDS

Staff Writer

October 6, 2011, is a date that brings 
chills up the spine and tears to the faces 
of many East Central students. It is a 
day that many 
will never for-
get. One of the 
greatest people 
I have ever had 
the privilege of 
being friends 
with lost his 
life in a tragic 
car accident 
that day. Kyle 
Ray Dunker-
son graduated 
in 2010 from 
Newton County 
High School 
and began attending East Central that 
fall. 

If anyone were to ask someone 
about Dunkerson, it is almost guaran-
teed they would say something about 
his beautiful smile. He was known to be 
one of the most caring and entertain-
ing people anyone would ever meet, 
and he had a smile that was like no 
other.  Those who had the privilege of 

meeting him know exactly the type of 
person Dunkerson was. 

“Kyle loved life and lived it to the full-
est. His friends are his friends to the end 
which was proven by so many people 
showing up. Kyle was so loyal to the 
ones he loved, and family was so im-
portant to him,” said his aunt, Bridgette 
Callahan. 

East Central student and friend of 
Kyle, Hannah Farmer said, “Kyle is one 
of a kind. I can’t remember a time when 
I was ever with him that we weren’t 
laughing, and the ride was a great day 
for all of Kyle’s friends to remember 
those fun times.”  

Something else most people re-
member about Dunkerson was his love 
for riding horses. Therefore, on Satur-
day, April 14, 2012, his family held a 
horse ride in memory of him called the 
“Trail of Memories.” 

The ride was held to raise money for 
a scholarship at East Central in memory 
of Dunkerson. Friends, family, and even 
a few that might not have even really 
known him, but just knew his story all 
got together around 8 a.m. to begin 
the ride. There were people on horses, 
wagons, trailers and even some just in 
cars and trucks.That day is a day many 
ECCC students will never forget, and a 

day that Dunkerson would have loved. 
Following the ride, a dance was held 

at the Newton County Livestock Show 
Arena, where the band, Southbound, 
played. The event was a great success. 
There were around 250 people on the 
ride and many more that night. Around 
$8,500 was raised for the scholarship 
fund that day! 

Dunkerson will forever be in the 
hearts of many of the students, faculty, 
and staff at East Central Community 
College. 

DUNKERSON

NICOLE BOUNDS
Staff Writer

Highlights During the Dr. Phil Years
By ASHLEY MOORE

Staff Writer

There are many things to be said about Dr. 
Phil Sutphin’s career at East Central Commu-
nity College. There are the amazing 42 years of 
service to education, his sincere wish to watch 
his students excel, and 
his wish to see students 
graduate. It is no doubt 
that Dr. Sutphin was the 
right man for the job. 
Recently, he has found 
there comes a time when 
one must step down 
and simply enjoy life. 
He is very excited about 
spending time on things 
he has not been able to 
accomplish because of 
his demanding job. En-
rollment has more than 
doubled in Sutphin’s career, but he is not a man 
to brag though there are several faculty mem-
bers and students who will brag on him.  

“I remember when Dr. Phil Sutphin came out 
to our astronomy star party. I was very surprised 
to see the president of East Central involved. It 
isn’t just every man who cares enough about his 
college to ensure his students are getting the 
best experience out there. That really impressed 
me,” said sophomore Rachel Sharp.

After asking Dr. Phillip Crenshaw what he be-
lieved to be a significant period in Dr. Sutphin’s 
career, he stated, “He was very good at work-
ing with the Mississippi State Legislature to get 
state funding. He was diligent with this until the 
end. He continuously spent his time in Jackson 
talking to the governor and state legislators. He 
did many good things at EC, but he worked tire-
lessly on this for not only EC, but the other 14 
community colleges in the state.”

Head Band Director Mr. Tom Carson has 
something in common with Dr. Sutphin—that 
being retirement at the end of this year. Mr. Car-
son fondly remembered that Dr. Sutphin started 
the “GO EC!” pep rally cry that became legend-

ary in his Wall ‘O Sound marching band over the 
years. “It’s been a hot topic among us lately. We 
wonder if the new president will keep the cheer 
or come up with his own,” Carson said laughing.

Writer’s note: After having personally 
interviewed Dr. Sutphin, I found him to be a 
humble, genuine, and down-to-earth man. 
His EC “Mall” creation is a part of our cam-
pus that binds students together. It is a place 
that people can meet each other in between 
classes. Dr. Sutphin brought other numerous 
contributions to East Central, but the greatest 
of these that he gave to us is his heart. He has 
helped EC to become the tight-knit community 
that it is today, and it is because of caring pro-
fessors and leaders like him that East Central 
will continue to grow and produce leaders 
for tomorrow, and for this we thank you, Dr. 
Sutphin, for your outstanding leadership and 
dedication throughout these many years to 
EC. I know I speak for the entire student body 
group when I say we hope your retirement 
exceeds your expectations, for you deserve the 
best for what you have brought to our commu-
nity college. We wish you the best! 

ASHLEY MOORE
Staff Writer SUTPHIN

Summer Picnic, Party Favorite Recipes
By MEGHAN MCINTOSH

Features Editor

Homemade 
Vanilla  

Ice Cream
4 eggs 

2 1/4 c. sugar 
2 cans evapo-
rated milk 
5 c. whole milk 
4 1/2 tsp. va-
nilla 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 can Eagle 
brand milk

Beat eggs 
until foamy. Add sugar gradually. Beat 
until stiff. Add remaining and mix 
extremely well. Pour into ice cream 

freezer and freeze using rock salt and 
ice.

—Rachel Sharp 

Pigs in a Blanket
1 can of Crescent Rolls
1 package of hot dogs
1 slice of cheese to your liking
Preheat oven to 350°F.
Cut a slit the length of each hot dog.
Place 1/2 of a slice of cheese in slit 

and around hot dog.
Wrap crescent rolls around each 

cheese-filled hot dog starting with the 
widest end and keep wrapping until 
point comes around.

Place on ungreased baking pan for 
25 minutes.

—Caleb Raines
Turkey Sandwich

Wheat Bread
Deli Sliced Turkey
Mayo
Tomato 
Slice of Cheddar Cheese
Butter

Spread the butter on the slices of 
wheat bread and place in a frying pan.  
Add the turkey and cheese and flip 
the bread over.  Once the cheese has 
melted turn off the stove and put your 
sandwich on a plate.  Add mayo and 
tomatoes if you like.

— Christina Nollie

Italian Chicken
6 skinless, boneless chicken breast
1 bottle of Italian salad dressing
To Marinate: Pour salad dressing 

into a large, resealable plastic bag. Add 
chicken breasts, seal bag and shake to 
coat. Place in refrigerator for at least 1 
hour or overnight 

Preheat oven to 350
Remove chicken from bag, discard-

ing remaining marinade. Place chicken 
in a lightly greased  baking dish and 
bake at 350 for 1 hour, or until chicken 
is cooked through and juices run clear. 

—Ashley Moore

COOKIN’ WITH EC

MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Staff Writer

We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about your club/organization 
to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos 

with identification and any happenings.
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JACKSON – As the national econo-
my nosedived, enrollment at Missis-
sippi community colleges exploded 
from 67,779 students in 2007 to 83,210 
in 2010. This fall, enrollment is return-
ing to normal rates of growth, which 
community college leaders say was 
expected.

“The leveling off of enrollment 
is as much about capacity, as it is 
the economy,” said Dr. Clyde Muse, 
president of Hinds Community Col-
lege. “Our institutions have stretched 
resources – space, faculty and financial 
aid – to the point that we cannot sus-
tain enrollment at these levels without 
additional state funds to support more 
students.”

Added East Central Community Col-
lege President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin: “East 
Central was one of only two or three 
community colleges to see an increase 
(7.7 percent) this fall and continue the 
trend of ever-increasing enrollment. 
We are basically at or above capacity 
and additional resources are needed 
to continue to meet the demands 
placed upon us with the numbers of 
students who come to us to improve 
their quality of life.”

Community college leaders shared 

their con-
cerns with 
members of 
the Legisla-
tive Budget 
Committee 
in a hearing 
held Sept. 
22, 2011, in 
the Legisla-
tive Bud-
get Office 
Conference 
Room in the 
Woolfolk 
Building in 
Jackson. 

After a 2,600 student enrollment 
increase in fall 2010, preliminary fall 
2011 numbers show a 3.6 percent 
decrease system-wide, with enroll-
ment still well more than 80,000 credit 
students. About 74 percent of com-
munity college students are enrolled 
in academic courses and intend to 
transfer to a university.  The remain-
ing students are focused on a quicker 
entry into the workforce and are 
pursuing a one or two-year career or 
technical program. 

Despite a commitment of mid-level 
funding passed into state law in 2007, 
the 15 community colleges have lost 

ground in the last three years. Mid-lev-
el funding would provide per FTE (full-
time equivalent) community college 
student funding midway between 
per-student funding for K-12 and the 
regional public universities. State 
funding per community college FTE is 
24 percent less than it was in 2000. 

The community colleges are ask-
ing state lawmakers for an additional 
$76,972,460 in state funding for Fiscal 
Year 2013 that begins July 1, 2012 to 
bring community colleges half-way 
to the promised mid-level funding. 
But twice that amount, $153,945,000, 
is needed to meet the full mandate 
of the law. An additional $2,366 per 
student, up to $5,643, is the target for 
mid-level funding.

Community college leaders say they 
recognize that legislators did their 
best in the last legislative session un-
der tough circumstances. The FY 2012 
state appropriation is about the same 
as it was in FY 2011. 

The colleges are also seeking $166 
million in capital improvements on 
their campuses. Over the past four 
years, the colleges have coped as best 
they could with dwindling or static 
state dollars and record-breaking 
enrollment increases by absorbing stu-
dents without new influxes of instruc-

tors, equipment or physical space. 
A separate $9 million state bond bill 

for construction of a state headquar-
ters building for the Mississippi Com-
munity College Board also has support 
of the 15 community colleges. 

“Mississippi has the oldest commu-
nity college system in the nation, and 
it serves the largest number of higher 
education students in the state,” said 
Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of 
the Mississippi Community College 
Board. “The Legislature has given us 
the land for our headquarters build-
ing and planning has been done. Now 
we need the funds to construct the 
building.”

Community colleges are also fo-
cused on increasing the educational 
attainment level of Mississippians and 
are prepared to do their part in help-
ing the state meet the national goal of 
increasing by 50 percent the number 
of Americans with a postsecondary 
certificate, degree or credential by 
2020. 

“The reality is that Mississippi 
doesn’t have the pool of college-ready 
high school graduates to meet that 
ambitious goal,” said Dr. Scott Elliott, 
Meridian Community College presi-
dent and chairman of the Mississippi 
Association of Community and Junior 

Colleges. 
With 400,000 working-age Missis-

sippians without a high school creden-
tial, the community colleges are also 
asking for $11.5 million for dropout 
recovery. Community colleges have 
taken a lead role in getting more 
adults prepared for the GED, while 
helping these students transition to 
college. The colleges served nearly 
20,000 enrolled in Adult Basic Educa-
tion/GED classes last year.

Among those to address the Legis-
lative Budget Committee are Meridian 
Community College President Dr. Scott 
Elliott; Bubba Hudspeth, chairman of 
the Mississippi Community College 
Board; Hinds Community College 
President Dr. Clyde Muse, chairman 
of the MACJC legislative committee; 
Holmes Community College Presi-
dent Dr. Glenn Boyce, member of the 
Education Achievement Council and 
Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the 
Mississippi Community College Board.

The Mississippi Association for Com-
munity and Junior Colleges funding 
requests are endorsed by the Missis-
sippi Community College Board, as 
well as the statewide trustee, alumni 
and faculty and student organizations 
that represent the 15 public two-year 
colleges.

Community College Leaders Seek Funding  
Increase to Accommodate Increasing Enrollment
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JACKSON – Members of the 
Legislative Budget Committee 
offered encouraging words to 
leaders of the 15 community 
colleges, who made their an-
nual budget presentation on 
Sept. 22.

College officials reminded 
lawmakers about the steep en-
rollment climbs of the last three 
years and the dwindling or 
static state dollars in the same 
timeframe. 

While lawmakers made no 
promises, they said they are 
attuned to the plight of the col-
leges that are seeking to help 
boost the state’s higher educa-
tion attainment level and get 
unemployed or underemployed 
workers skilled training and in 
the workplace.

“I see that you’re educating 
more students with less money 
and less money for improve-
ments. You keep coming to us 
and saying it to us. Perhaps it’ll 
register with us. It appears y’all 
are getting the short end of the 
stick,” said committee member 
Rep. Percy Watson, D-Hatties-
burg, who was chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee in 
the 2011 session.

This year’s budget hearings 
have been atypical in that the 
committee’s membership is 

expected to be completely 
different after the Nov. 8 gen-
eral election and a new House 
speaker is chosen when the 
legislative session begins in 
January. Neither current Lt. Gov. 
Phil Bryant, the Republican can-
didate for governor, nor Speaker 
of the House Billy McCoy, who 
did not run for re-election, at-
tended the community colleges’ 
hearing.

As the national economy 
nosedived, enrollment at Mis-
sissippi community colleges 
exploded from 67,779 students 
in 2007 to 83,210 in 2010. This 
fall, enrollment is returning to 
normal rates of growth, which 
community college leaders say 
was expected.

But despite a commitment 
of mid-level funding passed 
into state law in 2007, the 15 
community colleges have 
lost ground in the last three 
years. Mid-level funding would 
provide per FTE (full-time 
equivalent) community col-
lege student funding midway 
between per-student funding 
for K-12 and the regional public 
universities. State funding per 
community college FTE is 24 
percent less than it was in 2000. 

“The leveling off of enroll-
ment is as much about capac-
ity, as it is the economy,” said 
Dr. Clyde Muse, president of 

Hinds Community College. 
“Our institutions have stretched 
resources – space, faculty and 
financial aid – to the point that 
we cannot sustain enrollment at 
these levels without additional 
state funds to support more 
students.”

After a 2,600 student en-
rollment increase in fall 2010, 
preliminary fall 2011 numbers 
show a 3.6 percent decrease 
system-wide, with enrollment 
still well more than 80,000 cred-
it students. About 74 percent of 
community college students are 
enrolled in academic courses 
and intend to transfer to a uni-
versity.  The remaining students 
are focused on a quicker entry 
into the workforce and are pur-
suing a one or two-year career 
or technical program. 

The community colleges are 
asking state lawmakers for an 
additional $76,972,460 in state 
funding for Fiscal Year 2013 that 
begins July 1, 2012 to bring 
community colleges half-way to 
the promised mid-level fund-
ing. But twice that amount, 
$153,945,000, is needed to 
meet the full mandate of the 
law. An additional $2,366 per 
student, up to $5,643, is the 
target for mid-level funding.

Community college leaders 
say they recognize that legisla-
tors did their best in the last 

legislative session under tough 
circumstances. The FY 2012 
state appropriation is about the 
same as it was in FY 2011. 

Rep. Cecil Brown, D-Jackson, 
chairman of the Education 
Committee and a member of 
the Universities and Colleges 
Committee, praised the com-
munity colleges for their work 
with the Education Achieve-
ment Council. The council was 
created by the 2010 Legislature 
to craft performance measures 
for higher education that will 
likely become part of the state’s 
funding mechanism for both 
community colleges and univer-
sities.

“Community colleges have 
been not only willing partici-
pants, but they have been very 
involved in restructuring some 
of the things they do internally 
as a result of suggestions made 
by the Education Achievement 
Council,” Brown said. “You’ve 
made some exciting changes in 
what you’re doing, and I think 
it’ll pay dividends in the state 
of Mississippi for a long time to 
come.”

Holmes Community Col-
lege President Dr. Glenn Boyce 
addressed performance and 
accountability and the council’s 
work. “The bottom line to this 
effort is what we can do better 
for students,” he said.

The colleges are also seeking 
$166 million in capital improve-
ments on their campuses. Over 
the past four years, the colleges 
have coped as best they could 
with dwindling or static state 
dollars and record-breaking en-
rollment increases by absorbing 
students without new influxes 
of instructors, equipment or 
physical space. 

A separate $9 million state 
bond bill for construction of a 
state headquarters building for 
the Mississippi Community Col-
lege Board also has support of 
the 15 community colleges. 

“Mississippi has the oldest 
community college system in 
the nation, and it serves the 
largest number of higher educa-
tion students in the state,” said 
Dr. Eric Clark, executive director 
of the Mississippi Community 
College Board. “The Legislature 
has given us the land for our 
headquarters building and 
planning has been done. Now 
we need the funds to construct 
the building.”

Community colleges are 
also focused on increasing the 
educational attainment level of 
Mississippians and are prepared 
to do their part in helping the 
state meet the national goal of 
increasing by 50 percent the 
number of Americans with a 
postsecondary certificate, de-

gree or credential by 2020. 
“The reality is that Missis-

sippi doesn’t have the pool 
of college-ready high school 
graduates to meet that ambi-
tious goal,” said Dr. Scott Elliott, 
Meridian Community College 
president and chairman of the 
Mississippi Association of Com-
munity and Junior Colleges. 

With 400,000 working-age 
Mississippians without a high 
school credential, the com-
munity colleges are also asking 
for $11.5 million for dropout 
recovery. Community colleges 
have taken a lead role in getting 
more adults prepared for the 
GED, while helping these stu-
dents transition to college. The 
colleges served nearly 20,000 
enrolled in Adult Basic Educa-
tion/GED classes last year.

Also addressing the Legisla-
tive Budget Committee were 
Meridian Community College 
President Dr. Scott Elliott and 
Bubba Hudspeth, chairman of 
the Mississippi Community Col-
lege Board.

The Mississippi Association 
for Community and Junior 
Colleges funding requests are 
endorsed by the Mississippi 
Community College Board, as 
well as the statewide trustee, 
alumni and faculty and student 
organizations that represent the 
15 public two-year colleges.

Community Colleges Receive Favorable Response from Legislative Budget Committee

By KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
Staff Writer

Kicks, tricks, and big hair are just 
a few of the qualifications for a Cen-
tralette dancer, but the four upcoming 
sophomore 
Centralettes 
have a lot more 
on their plate 
than just that. 
Tryouts for the 
East Central 
Wall O’Sound 
Centralette 
dance team 
were held on 
April 17; the 
new squad 
consists of 
18 freshmen 
and only four 
sophomores.

 The returning dancers for the 2012-
2013 season are Lauren Daniels, a pre-

nursing major of Philadelphia, Hannah 
Farmer, a pharmacy major of Decatur, 
Lauren Shimfessel, a physical therapy 
major of Newton, and Kendall Taylor, 
a nursing major of Macon. These four 
sophomores are more than ready to 
begin practicing with the new squad 
this summer.

 Daniels stated, “I cannot wait for 
football season to start! I’m ready for 
the new girls to experience what it’s 
like to march into the stadium and 
dance on the field. It is so much fun!”

 When asked if they felt it would be 
a challenge working with a brand new 
squad, Kendall Taylor responded by 
saying, “I believe that it will be a very 
new experience for each of us. We 
have a lot of talent on the upcoming 
squad, so I think that it will be more 
fun for us rather than a challenge.” 
None of the upcoming sophomores 
had dance teams at their high schools, 
but they were all cheerleaders so 
learning choreography and smiling all 

the time was not new to them. Some-
thing that was a challenge for a couple 
of the girls was learning how to do the 
signature “Centralette hair tease.” 

“I never had a problem fixing my 
hair for performances,” says Shimfes-
sel, “I always had one of the other girls 
do it for me! I just know that there is A 
LOT of hairspray involved!”

  Being a Centralette dancer is a 
challenge in itself, but this summer 
one of these four sophomores will 
carry the title and the many responsi-
bilities of head dance captain. These 
girls all have great attitudes, character, 
and dance ability and will all make 
excellent leaders for the upcoming 
freshmen.

 “If chosen as the Centralette dance 
captain,” says Farmer, “I hope that I 
could just help the girls enjoy being an 
EC Centralette as much as I have and 
encourage them to work their hardest 
at every practice.”

 The first performance for the 2012-

2013 Centralettes will be at the Ne-
shoba County Fair this July. After that, 
they will continue working hard for 
football and basketball season. Do not 

miss an opportunity to see the infa-
mous, Centralette kick-line and their 
knockout performances throughout 
the upcoming school year.

Sophomore Centralettes Ready to Take on BIG Role of  a New Squad

KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
Staff Writer

SHIMFESSEL, FARMER, TAYLOR
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Warrior Cheerleaders Excel
By RACHEL RAMIREZ

Opinions Editor

On April 14, 2012 two East Central 
deligent students found out that they 
had made the Mississippi State Uni-
versity 2012-2013 cheerleading squad. 
These two young ladies are Kayleigh 
McCool and Claire Tadlock. They have 
been selected by The Tom- Tom sta�  as 
Extraordinary Athletes. Their answers 
to the sta� ’s questions will allow you 
to see how extraordinary these young 
women are. 

Kayleigh McCool 
Q: When did you � rst start cheer-

leading? Tell us your journey on the 
road to becoming a Mississippi State 
Cheerleader. 

- I � rst became a cheerleader in the 
6th grade for Neshoba Central Middle 
School , but I’ve been tumbling since I 
was about 8. All I can say is that it was 
not an easy journey! 

Q: Did you play any other sports in 
high school, if so why did you decide to 
pursue cheerleading and not an other 
sport? 

- I played basketball and softball and 
ran cross-country in high school, but 
cheering has always been my true pas-
sion. Ever since I was a little girl I always 
said I wanted to be a “big girl” cheer-
leader and cheer at a university. 

Q: How did you feel when you found 
out you made the MSU squad? 

- I was speechless! I tried out for the 
squad the year before and didn’t make 
the � nal cut, so when I saw my name 
on the list it was like a dream come 
true! It still hasn’t really sunk in yet that 
I’ll be in a maroon and white uniform 
cheering in front of over 50,000 people 

this fall. I 
am so hon-
ored. 

Q: What 
is your 
advice 
to future 
cheerlead-
ers that 
want to 
pursue 
their dream 
to become 
a university 
cheerlead-
er? 

- Never let ANYONE tell you that you 
can’t achieve something! Work hard, 
learn to take criticism, and always smile 
through everything. 

Q: Do you think cheerleading is a 
sport? 

- One of the most di�  cult in the 
world of sports! 

Q: How do you feel about people 
stating that it is not a sport? 

- If I ever get into an argument about 
this subject, I always invite that person 
to a cheer practice, because I would 
LOVE to see them attempt the things 
that cheerleaders do. 

Q: Who is your overall mentor or role 
model in your sport? 

- Patrick Stokley has been my tum-
bling/cheer coach for the past 3 years 
and he is the de� nition of hard work. 
He helped me become a better cheer-
leader in many aspects and I do not 
think I would have achieved my goal of 
becoming an MSU cheerleader without 
his help. He pushes me to my limit in 
the gym and he never gives up on me. 
He’s been so awesome! 

Q: What are you majoring in? 

- Broadcast Journalism. I hope to be-
come a sportscaster for a major sports 
network someday. 

Q: What is one quote you live by? 
- “If you believe in yourself and have 

dedication and pride and work hard, 
you’ll be a winner. The price of victory 
is high, but so are the rewards.” –Paul 
Bear Bryant 

Q: What awards have you received as 
a cheerleader? 

- I was a 3-time UCA All-American 
Cheerleader in high school and I had 
the privilege to cheer in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day parade in New York 
City my senior year. I also served as 
captain of Neshoba Central’s varsity 
cheer squad my junior and senior years. 

Q: Would you ever be a cheerleading 
coach? 

- As much as I would love to coach 
a squad and choreograph a competi-
tion routine, I don’t think I could handle 
dealing with girls all the time. I have 
the utmost respect for cheer coaches! 

Claire Tadlock 
Q: When did you � rst start cheer-

leading? Tell us your journey to your 
road on becoming a Mississippi State 
Cheerleader. 

A: I cheered six years at Newton 
County High School and one year at 
ECCC before trying out in April at MSU. I 
had never cheered or tumbled until my 
7th grade year and I found that I loved 
it. Most girls started in the gym since 
they were � ve and I was thirteen. But 
being one of the weak links motivated 
me to work that much harder. I tried 
out at ECCC and was faced with a new 
outlook on cheerleading, Co-ed stunt-
ing. Just as college cheerleading be-
came familiar to me I got Mono. I was 

not allowed 
to tumble 
or stunt 
for three 
months. 
Therefore, 
when I 
came back, 
I was out of 
shape and 
my skills 
were not as 
strong as 
before. But 
I was still 
determined 
to tryout at State. I had � ve months to 
build my skills back up and physically 
and mentally strengthened myself. I 
spent two hours � ve days a week in the 
gym preparing myself for the tryout 
but in the end it was all worth seeing 
my name on that list. I will proudly tell 
my children one day that I cheered at 
NCHS, ECCC, and MSU. 

Q: Did you play any other sports in 
high school, if so why did you decide to 
pursue cheerleading and not that other 
sport? 

Answer: I played soccer and tennis 
in high school along with cheering. I 
love the atmosphere of all the sports 
because I’m extremely competitive and 
they are a lot of fun to me. I chose to 
dedicate more of my time to cheerlead-
ing my junior year because I imagined 
myself cheering at Davis Wade Stadium 
for the team I grew up loving. 

Q: How did you feel when you found 
out you made the MSU squad? 

Ecstatic! I felt I had accomplished 
not only my dreams, but also my goals 
because I had worked extremely hard 
to get where I am now. 

Q: What is your advice to future 
cheerleaders that want to pursue their 
dream to become a university cheer-
leader? 

Go to the gym. Stay in the gym. Live 
in the gym. Basically I’m saying in order 
to be at the skill level for university 
cheerleaders you must continuously 
improve your skills in tumbling, jumps, 
and stunting. 

Q: Do you think cheerleading is a 
sport? 

Yes! 
Q: How do you feel about people 

stating that it is not a sport? 
Youtube National Cheerleading 

Competition. Its takes a lot of athlet-
ics to tumble, stunt, and run a � awless 
routine. Not everyone can do it. 

Q: Who is your overall mentor or role 
model in your sport? 

Mabel Sims. She is my gym coach 
and she pushed me every day in the 
gym to succeed. She’s motivated me 
and been patient with me for many 
years now and I owe a lot of gratitude 
to her. 

Q: What are you majoring in? 
English education. 
Q: What is one quote you live by? 
Do Work. Its written on the top of my 

cheerleading shoe for encouragement. 
Q: What awards have you received as 

a cheerleader? 
Senior year I was Most Outstanding 

Tumbler, Best All-Around Cheerleader, 
and Co-Captain. Junior year I was Most 
Creative Cheerleader. 

Q: Would you ever be a cheerleading 
coach? 

Yes, I would like to coach a high 
school squad one day because I can’t 
see myself letting go of the sport any-
time soon 

MCCOOL TADLOCK

The Riley Next Step Scholarship is being  
offered for the 2012 Fall Semester.  

Admission to the university and an online résumé  
are required for scholarship consideration.  

Visit www.meridian.msstate.edu, click Apply Now. 

 Students with a competitive GPA who have  
 completed at least 48 transferable hours are  
 encouraged to apply for this scholarship.  

 Become a Riley Scholar at MSU-Meridian and 
 receive full tuition and fees! Call 601.484.0134 for details. 

WE ARE MISSISSIPPI STATE.

The Riley Next Step Scholarship
Apply Now for Fall 2012!

Priority Date: June 1.
1000 Hwy 19 North, Meridian • 601.484.0134 • meridian.msstate.edu • finaid@mail.meridian.msstate.edu
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A second-straight state champion-
ship was not to be for the East Central 
Community College fast-pitch softball 
squad which fell 4-3 to Northwest 
Mississippi Community College April 
26 in first-round action of the MACJC 
State Softball Tournament hosted 
by Itawamba Community College in 
Fulton.

EC trailed 3-0 after five innings 
but scored twice in the top the sixth 
following an RBI single from Haylee 
Roberts, which scored Haelie Allen 
of Leake Academy, and a run-scoring 
triple by Brittany Pounders of South-
east Lauderdale, which brought home 
Roberts.

The Lady Diamond Warriors tied the 
contest at 3-3 in the seventh on Allen’s 
RBI single which scored Lajoya Grif-
fin of Philadelphia. Griffin had walked 
earlier in the inning and later stole 
second base.

Northwest scored the winning run 
on an RBI single.

Allen led EC hitters with two singles 
and an RBI. Pounders finished with a 
triple and RBI, and Roberts and Grif-
fin each had singles. Roberts also 
knocked in a run.

Tenna Patterson took the loss on 
the mound, allowing three earned 
runs on five hits through 6 1/3 innings. 
She also fanned six batters. Patterson 
is a product of Lexington (Ala.) High 
School.

The Lady Diamond Warriors com-
plete the 2012 campaign with a 31-15 
record under head coach Scott Hill 
and assistant Kristin Chaney.

ECCC Softball Squad Splits 
Decisions at Southwest;  

Prepares for State Tourney
After falling 1-0 in the opener, 

ECCC’s fast-pitch softball squad rallied 
for a 5-1 victory in the second contest 
with Southwest Mississippi Communi-
ty College in the regular season finale 
held April 20 on the Summit campus.

In the first game with Southwest, 
EC’s offense never got untracked and 
managed just one hit – a single by A.J. 
Peeler of Neshoba Central.

Patterson was again superb on the 
mound, allowing the one run on two 
hits through six innings. She fanned 
six batters.

In the second game, the Lady Dia-
mond Warrior offense responded by 
scoring two runs in the second inning 
and three in the fourth in a 10-hit at-
tack.

Allen led EC with three singles and 
an RBI. She also scored a run.

Marlee Massey of Neshoba Central 
also had a productive outing at the 
plate with a triple and a double. She 
also knocked in a run.

Other hitters were Peeler, Roberts, 
Kaetlen Brown of Edgewood (Ala.) 
Academy, Kelsi Watson of Smithville 
and Griffin, singles each. Griffin was 
also credited with two RBIs. Dakota 
Vowell of Neshoba Central was also 
credited with an RBI.

Mary Smith was the winning pitch-
er. Smith allowed one run on seven 
hits through

seven innings. She fanned five 
batters and walked one. Sanders is a 
product of

Adams Christian Academy in Nat-
chez.

EC Softball Squad Earns 
30th Win Following Sweep
ECCC’s playoff-bound fast-pitch 

softball squad improved to 30-13 over-
all and 14-6 in the MACJC South Divi-
sion following a doubleheader sweep 
of Pearl River Community College April 
19 on the Decatur campus. The Lady 
Wildcats fell to 20-18 and 12-9.

The Lady Diamond Warriors cruised 
10-2 in the opener and posted a 4-1 
victory in the second contest to claim 
the division matchups. 

Pounders homered and singled, 
Peeler belted two doubles and Griffin 
contributed two singles to lead the EC 
offense. 

Other hitters for EC were Allen, 

Vowell and Watson.
Patterson got the win on the 

mound and improved to 15-5 on the 
season. She allowed three hits and 
fanned two batters through six in-
nings of work.

In the second game, Peeler led the 
offense with two singles. Griffin and 
Roberts each doubled and singles 
each were recorded by Allen and 
Pounders.

Sanders went the distance on the 
mound and improved to 11-2 on the 
season. She allowed five hits and 
fanned four through six innings of 
work.
ECCC Softball Squad Drops 

Decisions to Gulf Coast
The playoff-bound ECCC fast-pitch 

softball team dropped a pair of deci-
sions to Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College April 18 on the Perkin-
ston campus.

EC was outscored 8-1 in the opener 
and was unable to maintain a 4-0 lead 
in the second contest and fell 5-4. 
Gulf Coast avenged an earlier double-
header loss to East Central which 
posted scores of 5-3 and 8-6 March 24 
in Decatur. 

In the opener, EC took an early 1-0 
lead on Pounders’ solo home run but 
the Lady Bulldogs rallied for six runs in 
the fourth inning and added two runs 
in the sixth to claim the division battle.

She also singled in the fourth in-
ning.

Patterson led hitters with three 
singles. Massey and Haylee Roberts 
each contributed a single.

Patterson also took the loss on the 
mound, allowing six earned runs on 10 
hits through 3 1/3 innings. 

Brown hurled the final 2 2/3 innings 
and allowed two hits. 

In the second contest, EC scored 
two runs in the first inning and single 
runs in the second and third innings 
but could not hold the lead, as the 
host Lady Bulldogs tied the contest 
with four runs in the seventh inning 
and sent the game-winning run to 
home plate in the eighth of the extra-
inning matchup.

Hitters for EC were Peeler, double; 
and Massey, Roberts, Brown and Allen, 
singles each. 

Roberts and Pounders were each 
credited with an RBI.

Patterson took the loss on the 
mound, allowing four earned runs on 
eight hits through 7 2/3 innings. She 
fanned three batters and walked three.

ECCC Softball Team  
Sweeps Co-Lin; Qualifies  

for State Tourney
East Central Community College’s 

fast-pitch softball team will have an 
opportunity to defend its MACJC State 
Tournament title thanks to a pair of 
victories over Copiah-Lincoln Commu-
nity College April 14 on the Decatur 
campus.

The Lady Diamond Warriors “official-
ly” clinched a playoff spot by capturing 
the opener 4-2 followed by a 10-3 win 
in the second contest.

The division matchup was also 
“Sophomore Appreciation Day.” Spe-
cial recognition was given to Pound-
ers, Allen, Roberts and Watson during 
a pre-game ceremony. 

In the first game, Watson’s solo 
home run followed by Peeler’s two-
run double and Allen’s RBI single in 
the fifth inning broke open a scoreless 
contest and gave EC a 4-0 advantage. 

Co-Lin responded with two runs in 
the sixth to complete the scoring.

Griffin and Massey each contributed 
a single and scored a run. Allen also 
singled and scored. 

Patterson picked up the win on the 
mound, allowing two earned runs on 
eight hits through seven innings. She 
fanned three batters and walked three.

In the second contest, Roberts 
belted a three-run homer in the fifth 
inning and added a two-run single in 
the sixth to lead the offense. Brown 
also homered.

Other sluggers were Peeler, three 
singles; Allen, Massey and Vowell, two 

singles each; and Griffin and Pounders, 
singles each.

Peeler, Massey, Pounders, Brown 
and Griffin were also credited with an 
RBI each.

Scoring runs were Massey (2), Peeler 

(2), Allen, Roberts, Brown, Watson, 
Vowell and Griffin.

Co-Lin scored two runs in the first 
inning and added its final run in the 
third.

Sanders picked up the win, allowing 

three earned runs on 13 hits through 
five innings. She also fanned a batter. 
Patterson hurled the final two innings 
and fanned two batters.

EC Softball Squad Eliminated in State Tourney

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
EC’s Sanders Records Victory: Freshman hurler Mary Sanders (2) of Vidalia, La., improved to 11-2 on the season after 
helping lead East Central Community College’s fast-pitch softball team to a 4-1 victory in the second of two matchups with 
Pearl River Community College April 19. Sanders, a product of Adams Christian Academy in Natchez, allowed five hits and 
fanned four batters through six innings of work. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Allen Scores for Lady Diamond Warriors: Sophomore Haelie Allen of Lena slides safely at home plate to give East Central 
Community College’s fast-pitch softball team an early 1-0 lead in the second of two matchups with Pearl River Community 
College April 19. The Lady Diamond Warriors added three more runs and held on for a 4-1 victory to complete the double-
header sweep. EC cruised 10-2 in the opener. Allen, a Leake Academy product, collected singles in both games.    

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Vowell Makes the Tag!: East Central Community College third baseman Dakota Vowell (10) of Philadelphia tags out a 
Copiah-Lincoln Community College base runner during the second of two MACJC South Division contests with Copiah-Lin-
coln Community College Saturday, April 14. The Lady Diamond Warriors cruised 10-3 in the second game after posting a 4-2 
decision in the opener. Vowell is a product of Neshoba Central High School.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

After rallying for a 10-7 decision in 
the opener, East Central Community 
College’s baseball squad was unable to 
maintain an early 5-0 lead and fell 15-6 
in the nightcap of a doubleheader 
with Pearl River Community College 
April 23 at the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex.

East Central is currently third in 
the tight division race, led by Jones 
County at 14-7.  Hinds is 13-8 followed 
by Gulf Coast (13-11), Pearl River (10-
12), Southwest (9-13) and Co-Lin (6-
16). The top four teams in the MACJC 
South and North divisions qualify for 
the state playoffs.

In the opener with Pearl River, EC 
grabbed an early 3-0 lead then fell 
behind 6-3 in the fourth inning before 
responding with three runs in the bot-
tom of the frame to tie the contest.

The Wildcats reclaimed the lead at 
7-6 in the fifth inning but the Warriors 
reclaimed the lead for good in the 
sixth inning thanks to a solo blast by 
David McAdory of Louisville, a two-run 
single from Fred Hampton of Nanih 
Waiya and an RBI single by Tim Ander-
son of Hillcrest (Ala.) High School.

Anderson also contributed a double 
and led the team with three RBIs. 
Hampton also hit a single.

Terrence Steele of Neshoba Central 
led EC sluggers with three singles. He 
was also credited with two RBIs.

Other hitters were Xavier Franklin 
of Newton County, two singles; and 
Kyle Henson of Starkville Academy and 
Kalik May of Tuscaloosa County (Ala.) 
High School, singles each. Henson also 
knocked in a run.

Right-hander Fernando Gonzalez of 
Puerto Rico went the distance in pick-
ing up the win. He allowed one earned 
run on six hits and fanned eight bat-
ters. He also walked four batters.

In the nightcap, EC jumped out to 
a 5-0 lead in the first inning, thanks 
to two-run doubles by Hampton and 
Rubert Alcantara of the Dominican Re-
public and an RBI double by Franklin.

The Wildcats responded with four 
runs in the second inning and used a 
seven-run seventh inning to seal the 
victory.

Alcantara led EC’s offense with two 
doubles and two singles and finished 
with a pair of RBIs. Hampton added a 
single to his double and also finished 
with two RBIs as did Franklin.

Other hitters were Henson, May and 
McAdory, singles each.

Right-hander Jordan Mixon of East 
Webster took the loss in relief, al-
lowing two earned runs on four hits 
through two innings. He also fanned 
a batter. Starter Severina Signa of 
Deer Creek went 3 2/3 innings and 
allowed six earned runs on six hits. 
The right-hander fanned three batters 
and walked four. Right-handers Brock 
Ward of Louisville and Marc Cruso of 
Harrison Central and southpaw Coy 
Sorenson of Kosciusko made brief ap-
pearances on the mound.

EC’s baseball program is lead by 
head coach Neal Holliman and assis-
tants Justin Brewer and Jack Edmon-
son.

Diamond Warriors Split  
Twin Bill at Jones County
Hampton’s two run double and 

Henson’s RBI following a groundout 
in the top of the fifth inning snapped 
a 6-6 tie and led to East Central Com-
munity College’s 9-6 victory over Jones 
County Junior College in the first of 
two matchups played April 20 on the 
Ellisville campus. 

The Diamond Warriors were un-
able to complete the sweep and were 
blanked 8-0 in the nightcap.

Anderson belted a triple and a 
single and collected four RBIs to lead 
EC’s offense in the opener.  Anderson 
also scored a run.

In addition to Anderson and Hamp-
ton, other hitters were May, Carlos Leal 
and Ricardo Velez, both of Puerto Rico, 
Franklin and McAdory, singles each. 

Henson finished with two RBIs.
Cruso picked up the win in relief. 

Cruso hurled 1 1/3 innings and al-
lowed one hit. He also walked a 
batter. Gonzalez went 3 1/3 innings 
and allowed five earned runs on nine 
hits. Ward made a brief appearance 
on the mound and was followed by 
Evan Humphries, also a right-hander 
from LHS, who hurled the final 2 1/3 
innings. He fanned two batters and 
walked a pair.

In the second contest, EC managed 
just two hits – a double by May and a 
single from Hampton.

Starter Blake Dubuisson, a right-
hander from Long Beach, took the loss. 
He allowed two earned runs on one hit 
through two innings of work. He also 
fanned a batter and walked one. Right-
handers Mixon and Signa each hurled 
1 2/3 innings in relief. Mixon allowed 
five hits and walked two batters. Signa 
walked a batter. 

Diamond Warriors Swept  
by Gulf Coast

East Central Community College’s 
baseball squad dropped a twin bill 
to Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College in key MACJC South Division 
battles played April 18 on the Perkin-
ston campus.

EC was shut out 7-0 in the opener 
and fell 5-3 in the nightcap. Gulf Coast 
avenged earlier losses to the Diamond 
Warriors who swept the Bulldogs 
by scores of 7-1 and 6-1 March 24 in 
Decatur.

In the first contest, East Central 
managed just four hits – a double and 
single from Anderson and a pair of 
singles from Alcantara.

Gulf Coast scored two runs in the 
first inning, two in the second and 
three in the sixth to claim the victory.

Right-hander Casey Wells of West 
Jones took the loss on the mound, 
allowing two earned runs on three 
hits through four innings of work. He 
fanned four batters and walked two. 
Mixon hurled the final two innings 
and allowed one hit. He also walked a 
batter.

In the second contest, Gulf Coast 
jumped out to a 4-0 lead after two 
innings but EC trimmed the deficit to 
4-2 thanks to Leal’s two-run homer in 
the fourth inning. Leal got the only hit 
for EC. Ricardo Velez, also of Puerto 
Rico, was credited with an RBI when 
EC scored its other run in the sixth. 
Gulf Coast responded with a run in the 
bottom of the frame and held on for 
the win.

Cruso took the loss for EC, allowing 
four earned runs on three hits through 
3 2/3 innings. The right-hander also 
fanned five batters and walked five. 
Ward, Humphries and Signa made 
brief appearances on the mound. 

EC, Hinds Split  
Doubleheader; Anderson 
Homers Twice in Nightcap
After their rally fell short in a 6-4 

setback in the opener, East Central 
Community College’s Diamond War-
riors rallied in a big way to claim a 12-8 
decision in the nightcap of a MACJC 
South Division doubleheader played 
April 14 at the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex.

Following the doubleheader split, 
EC’s record stood at 23-15 overall and 
10-6 in league play, while Hinds’ mark 
is 27-9 and 11-5. Jones County leads 
the tight division race at 10-5. The 
Bobcats are 22-15 overall.

In the first contest, EC trailed 6-0 
until a four-run sixth inning closed the 
gap.

Franklin belted a two-run single to 
lead the offense. Also producing runs 
were Velez, Henson, each with RBI 
singles. 

Other hitters were May, Anderson, 
Leal and McAdory, singles each.

Gonzalez took the loss. Gonzalez 
allowed one earned run on five hits 
through 2 2/3 innings. He fanned four 
batters and walked two. Ward hurled 
2 2/3 innings and allowed two hits. He 

also fanned a batter. Mixon pitched 
the final 1 2/3 innings and allowed two 
hits. He also struck out a batter.

In the second contest, EC over-
came an early 8-1 deficit thanks to a 
nine-run fourth inning that put the 
Diamond Warriors ahead to stay. East 
Central, which led 1-0 after the second 
inning, added single runs in the fifth 
and sixth innings and held on for the 
victory.

Anderson belted a grand slam 
home run in the fourth inning and 
added a solo blast in the fifth inning to 
lead the offense.

Terrence Steele of Neshoba Central 
and Hampton also had productive out-
ing at the plate. Steele blasted three 
singles and collected two RBIs, while 
Hampton recorded two doubles and 
a single and knocked in a run. Steele 
also scored three runs and Hampton 
scored once.

Other hitters were Velez, Leal and 
Alcantara, singles each. Alcantara was 
also credited with an RBI.

Humphries picked up the win in 
relief. Humphries pitched 1 1/3 innings 
and allowed three earned runs on four 
hits. He fanned a batter and walked 
one. Signa went 2 1/3 innings and 
allowed one earned run on four hits. 
The right-hander fanned two batters 
and walked one. Several other hurlers 
made brief mound appearances.

EC, Southwest Split  
Diamond Decisions

After posting a 3-1 victory in the 
first contest, East Central Community 
College’s baseball team was unable to 
sweep the twin bill and fell 9-5 in the 
nightcap of a MACJC South Division 
matchup with Southwest Mississippi 
Community College April 11 at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex.

In the first game, EC scored single 

runs in the second, third and fifth 
innings to claim the division contest. 
Southwest scored its only run in the 
sixth.

May led the Diamond Warrior of-
fense with a double and three singles. 
He also scored a run. 

Franklin contributed two singles, 
and singles each were registered by 
Hampton, Anderson, Velez and Leal.

Wells picked up the win and Ward 
was credited with the save. Wells 
hurled five scoreless innings and al-
lowed one hit. He fanned a batter and 
walked four. Ward pitched the final 
1 1/3 innings and did not allow a hit 
or run. He fanned one batter. Cruso 
pitched 2/3 inning and allowed one 
run on two hits. He also walked a bat-
ter.    

In the second contest, EC held a 3-1 
advantage until fourth inning when 

the visiting Bears scored seven runs 
and held on for the win.

May, Anderson and Velez had two 
singles each to lead the offense. An-
derson also drove in a run.

Other hitters were Leal, double 
and two RBIs; McAdory, single and 
two RBIs; and Hampton and Henson, 
singles each.

EC used several pitchers in the 
setback. Dubuisson went three innings 
and allowed six earned runs on five 
hits. The right-hander fanned a batter 
and walked three. Mixon pitched 1/3 
inning and allowed two earned runs 
on one hit. He also walked a batter. 
Ward hurled 2/3 inning and allowed 
one hit. Gonzalez pitched one inning 
and allowed one run on two hits. He 
also fanned a batter. Cruso hurled 1 
2/3 innings and allowed two hits. He 
fanned two batters and walked one. 
Humphries hurled the final 1/3 inning.

EC, Pearl River Split Doubleheader

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Ward Delivers for EC: Sophomore right-hander Brock Ward (15) of Louisville delivers a pitch for East Central Community 
College during the Diamond Warriors’ 19-9 victory over Mississippi Delta Community College Sunday in the first of two match-
ups at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex. Ward pitched 1 1/3 innings in relief and allowed one earned run on two hits. EC won 
the second game by an 8-3 margin to complete the sweep.   

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Anderson Makes the Tag: East Central Community College short stop Tim Anderson (7) is about to nix a stolen base at-
tempt by Mississippi Delta Community College’s Brad Helton (17) during the Diamond Warriors’ 19-9 victory over the Trojans 
in the first of two contests Sunday at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex in Decatur. EC won the second game by an 8-3 margin 
to complete the sweep. Anderson is a freshman from Hillcrest (Ala.) High School in Tuscaloosa.    

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
McAdory Hits for EC: Freshman David McAdory (3) was among East Central 
Community College sluggers in the Diamond Warriors’ 11-1 victory over Northeast 
Mississippi Community College in the first of two matchups held March 6 at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex. McAdory is a product of Louisville High School. EC 
held on for a 10-8 decision in the nightcap to complete the sweep.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Richard Harris of Hickory 
was a standout basketball 
player who followed his success 
on the hardwood as a coach, 
capturing five state titles and 
winning percentage of more 
than .700. 

Harris was recognized for his 
athletic accomplishments with 
his selection to the Mississippi 
Community College Sports 
Hall of Fame. The induction 
ceremony was held on April 24, 
2012, at the Muse Center on the 
Rankin County campus of Hinds 
Community College. 

Harris, who was chosen for 
the honor by the ECCC Alumni 
Association Officers and Board 
of Directors, expressed his 
appreciation in receiving the 
award. 

“I am grateful that East Cen-
tral Community College helped 
me to achieve 38 years in the 
coaching/teaching profession,” 
said Harris. “It takes a lot of 
people for anyone to be suc-
cessful in any profession. I am 
thankful for the support of my 
wife, family, administration, 
faculty, fans and especially the 
student-athletes….who are 
very special to me.”  

Harris was an All-State guard 
at Hickory High School in 1947-
48 and at East Central Junior 
College during the 1950-51 and 
1951-52 seasons. He continued 

his athletic career as a member 
of Delta State University squads 
in 1952-53 and 1953-54, where 
he was the team’s leading 
scorer. He began his coach-
ing career in 1957 at St. Martin 
High School in Ocean Springs, 
where his teams won several 
conference titles. 

His success continued on 
an even larger scale at Hickory 
High School, where he led 
girls’ basketball squads to state 
championships in 1963, 1964 
and 1974 – in addition to nu-
merous conference and tourna-
ment titles - during his tenure 
from 1960-1987. 

Harris retired from coach-
ing in 1987, but later resumed 
his career by coaching one 
season at Clarke College, after 
which he coached at Decatur 
High School, where he led the 
Warriorettes to a state crown in 
1990.  Harris notched his fifth 
state championship in 1997 
when his Newton County Acad-
emy boys’ basketball squad 
captured the coveted prize. 

Harris received numerous 
honors and awards in recogni-
tion of his outstanding career.  
He coached the Mississippi 
Association of Coaches Girls’ 
South All-Stars in 1965 and 
1974, was named MAC Girls’ 
Basketball Coach of the Year in 
1985, coached the MAC Missis-
sippi/Alabama All-Stars in 1993 
and was named Mississippi 

Private School Class A Boys’ 
Basketball Coach of the Year in 
1998. He also received numer-
ous Conference Coach of the 
Year honors.   

Harris was inducted into 
the East Central Community 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990, 
the Mississippi Association of 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 1991, 
and the Delta State University 
Alumni Coaches Hall of Fame 
in 1999.  A scholarship in Harris’ 
name was recently established 
at ECCC by one of his former 
players, Dr. Harold Aycock. 

Harris is married to the 
former Mary Jo Crawford of De-
catur. They have two sons, Ricky 
and Phil, four grandchildren, 
and two great grandchildren.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
‘Community Minded’ ECCC Warriors: Members of East Central Community College’s football team 
are shown prior to beginning a community service project, which involved picking up trash on the cam-
pus and surrounding areas. Head coach Brian Anderson said 20 bags of trash were collected during 
the two-hour project completed Thursday, April 19. “Helping others is what it’s all about,” Anderson told 
team members prior to beginning the first of several planned community service projects.

Harris Selected EC Representative in  
Community College Sports Hall of Fame

HARRIS

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Sophomore Lady Diamond Warriors Honored: Sophomores on East Central Community College’s 
fast-pitch softball squad were honored prior to doubleheader action with Copiah-Lincoln Community Col-
lege Saturday, April 14, 2012. Honorees include (from left) Haylee Roberts of Enterprise, Kelsi Watson 
of Smithville, Haelie Allen of Leake Academy and Brittany Pounders of Southeast Lauderdale, who were 
joined by family members and ECCC head coach Scott Hill (far right) and assistant Kristin Chaney (left) 
for the special ceremony. EC swept the twin bill by scores of 4-2 and 10-3 and qualified for post-season 
play. The Lady Diamond Warriors are the defending MACJC State Softball Champions.   

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Diamond Warriors from Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic: The 2012 version of East Central Com-
munity College baseball includes players from Puerto Rico and Dominican Republic. From left are right-
handed pitcher Fernando Gonzalez (14) of Colegio San Ignacio High School, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico; 
third baseman Rubert Alcantara (25) of Saint George HS, Dominican Republic; catcher Carlos Leal (13) 
of Colegio San Ignaccio HS, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico; and outfielder/first baseman Ricardo Velez (20) of 
Colegio La Merced HS, Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico.  The Diamond Warrior program is led by head coach 
Neal Holliman and assistants Justin Brewer and Jack Edmonson.  

‘Mr. Lou’ Benefits ECCC Golf: East Central Com-
munity College golf coach Chris Clark (center) is 
shown receiving a check from Decatur Country Club 
Board of Directors member Ken Jones (left) during 
a recent presentation. The check represents pro-
ceeds from the annual Artic Blast tournament, which 
was renamed in 2012 in memory of the late Lewis 
Weaver. “Mr. Lou always enjoyed playing in benefit 
tournaments and that is why the Decatur Country 
Club Board of Directors designated any proceeds 
from the Lewis Weaver Memorial Tournament to be 
donated to the ECCC golf team,” said Jones. Clark 
added, “Mr. Lou had a soft spot in his heart for young 
people, especially those who took up his favorite 
sport of golf. He was a bright spot at Decatur Country 
Club and although his body is no longer present, his 
spirit remains in the hearts of all who knew him.” Also 
pictured is “Mr. Lou’s” widow, Sue Weaver. The pre-
sentation was made near a marker placed in memory 
of “Mr. Lou” at the first tee.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Lady Warrior Orton Continuing Career: Ja’Monica Orton (seated center), a basketball stand-
out the past two seasons at East Central Community College, is continuing her career on the university 
level. Orton, a 6’ guard, is shown signing a national letter of intent with Wright State University, located 
in her hometown of Dayton, OH, as Lady Warrior head coach Bill Smith (left) and assistant Britta Ste-
phens look on. Orton was an All-Region 23 and first team MACJC All-State selection for two seasons 
and was named to the 2012 MACJC All-Star Team. She averaged 17.4 points, 9.6 rebounds and 1.9 
assists per game and helped lead the Lady Warriors to the first round of the 2012 MACJC State Bas-
ketball Tournament. During her career at EC, Orton made 86 percent of attempts from the free throw 
line and connected on 41 percent of shots from the field. Orton is a product of Walter E. Stebbins High 
School. Her parents are Les and Carla Orton of Dayton.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Harris Joins JUCO Sports Hall of Fame: East Central Community College alumnus Richard Harris 
(right) of Hickory is congratulated by ECCC athletic director Chris Harris following his induction into the 
Mississippi Community and Junior College Sports Hall of Fame at the 2012 ceremony held April 24 at 
the Hinds Community College Muse Center in Pearl. Richard Harris was a standout basketball player at 
Hickory High School, ECCC and Delta State University and followed his success on the hardwood as a 
high school coach, capturing five state titles and a winning percentage of more than .700. He led girls’ 
squads to state titles at Hickory in 1963, 1964 and 1974 and at Decatur in 1990. His led the Newton 
County Academy boys’ team to the 1997 state championship. Harris is also a member of the ECCC Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, Mississippi Association of Coaches Hall of Fame and the DSU Alumni Coaches Hall 
of Fame. He is the recipient of numerous other coaching honors and awards. Harris is among the 15 
members of the Sixth Class of the Mississippi Community and Junior College Sports Hall of Fame. Chris 
Harris is a relative of the new inductee and began his coaching career on Harris’ staff at Hickory.    
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ECCC Sophomore Diamond Warriors Hon-
ored: Sophomores on the 2012 East Central 
Community College baseball team were honored 
during pre-game activities of the Diamond War-
riors’ doubleheader with Pearl River Community 
College Wednesday, April 25 at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex. Honorees, who were joined by 
family and friends for the special recognition, in-
clude (from left) manager Jake Frazier, a product 
of Carthage High School; outfielder Fred Hamp-
ton (10), Nanih Waiya; right-handed pitcher Evan 
Humphries (19), Louisville; catcher Carlos Leal 
(13), Colegio San Ignacio High School, Guayna-
bo, Puerto Rico; first baseman/outfielder Ricardo 
Velez (20), Colegio LaMerced High School, Tru-
jillo Alto, Puerto Rico; and right-handed pitchers 
Brock Ward (15) of Louisville and Casey Wells 
(11) of West Jones. The talented squad members 
were congratulated by head coach Neal Holliman 
and assistants Justin Brewer and Jack Edmonson 
during the ceremony.     

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Clayton Inks ECCC Basketball Scholarship: Bay Springs High School basketball standout Demarcus 
Clayton (seated center) is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue his career in 2012-13 at 
East Central Community College. Clayton, a 6-4 small forward, averaged 17 points and nine rebounds 
per game and received numerous honors, including All-State, All-Tournament, District Most Valuable 
Player and Offensive Player of the Year. The new Warrior is pictured with (seated from left) his mother, 
Amanda Moore and ECCC men’s head basketball coach Maurice Bowie; and (standing from left) his 
aunt, Janiece Clayton and cousins, Twanna Clayton and Charlotte Clayton, all of Bay Springs.  The 
scholarship signing ceremony was held April 24, 2012, in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Build-
ing lobby. 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL/SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Louisville’s Eichelberger Inks with ECCC: Louisville High School standout basketball player Jamere 
Eichelberger (seated center) will be taking his talents to East Central Community College. Eichelberger 
is shown signing a national letter of intent with ECCC in the presence of his grandmother, Betsy Eichel-
berger (seated at left); his mother, Nancy Eichelberger (seated right); and (standing from left) LHS head 
basketball coach Hilute Hudson and ECCC Warrior head coach Maurice Bowie.

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES/SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Campbell Inks with ECCC: Forest High School basketball standout Chelsea Campbell (seated center) 
is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue her career in 2012-13 at East Central Community 
College. Also pictured are her parents (seated from left) Phylis and Terry Campbell and (standing from 
left) FHS coach Eric Jones and ECCC Lady Warrior head coach Bill Smith.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College’s golf team 
completed 2012 competition by participating in 
the MACJC State Championship held April 15 at 
Riverbirch Golf Club in Amory. The champion-
ship event was shortened to a one-day, 18-hole 
event as inclement weather cancelled second-
round action scheduled April 16.

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 
golfers won top honors by carding a nine-over 

par 297. East Mississippi and Northwest Missis-
sippi tied for second at 310, followed by Copiah-
Lincoln, 311; Itawamba, 313; Jones County, 323; 
Northeast Mississippi, 325; Holmes, 330; ECCC, 
334; and Hinds, 338.

Lee McDill of Newton shot 81 to lead EC golf-
ers. Colby McLain of Philadelphia and Daniel 
Watkins of Springdale, Ark., each carded an 84, 
followed by Shelby Patterson of Forest, 85; and 
Evan Dowell of Carthage, 90.

Chris Clark serves as Warrior golf coach.

EC Golfers Complete Season at State Tourney

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
McAdory Congratulated Following Homer: East Central Community College freshman baseball player 
David McAdory (3) of Louisville is congratulated by teammates after his solo homer in the sixth inning 
of the opener with Pearl River Community College Wednesday, April 25 tied the contest at 7-7. East 
Central added three more runs in the inning and held on for a 10-7 victory. The Diamond Warriors were 
unable to complete the doubleheader sweep and fell 15-6 in the nightcap of the key MACJC South Divi-
sion battle held at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Cheerleaders were recently 
selected for 2012-13 at East 
Central Community College, 
announced sponsor Huellen 
Watson.

Cheer Squad members and 

their respective high schools 
include Darrin Hillman, Sebas-
topol; Austin Flake and Lindsey 
McCool, both of Winston Acad-
emy; Mary Margaret Bailey, Phil-
adelphia; Erica Clark, Neshoba 
Central; Madison Herrington, 
Union; Payton Smith, Scott Cen-

tral; and David Williams, Madi-
son Stringer, Heather Johnson, 
Alex Hollingsworth, Lindsey 
Ezelle, Lauren Ezelle and Jordyn 
Landry, all of Newton County.

Maxwell Parker of Noxapa-
ter was selected Warrior Chief 
mascot.

EC Cheer Squad Announced for 2012-13
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Faculty News
Carson Stepping Down as Director of Bands

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

When Tom Carson began 
summer band camp in August 
2011, his plan was to spend 
another exciting year leading 
his Wall ‘O Sound musicians, 
teaching guitar and performing 
the many other duties associ-
ated with his role as Director 
of Bands and Chairman of the 
Fine Arts Division at East Central 
Community College. 

But plans sometimes change 
and after being diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer shortly after 
that camp, Carson has spent the 
last year fighting what he calls 
the “evil alien.”  Now his plans 
are to retire, continue waging 
war with his cancer and spend 
more time with the most impor-
tant people in his life: his family.

“When I was officially diag-
nosed with esophageal cancer 
on August 18,” Carson said, “I 
knew my only focus had to be to 
immediately take medical leave 
and wage a massive war against 
this ‘evil alien,’ as I call it. Doctors 
had given me the ‘you have six 
months to live’ speech and all I 
could think was ‘that is totally 
unacceptable to me!’ I really 
hadn’t thought about anything 
else, especially retirement.

“As chemotherapy, radiation 
and the upcoming life-threat-
ening surgery to remove my 
tumor was approaching, I knew 
this was going to be a long war. 
Even after all the chemo and 
other treatments were done, 
the constant work and ‘good’ 
stress involved with directing 
such a large band program 
would physically take away 
energy from my will to live. And, 
although ECCC has been a huge 
factor in my family’s life for 30 
years, my priority is now my 
wife, children and their families; 
a no brainer!”

But the decision to retire 
didn’t come easy for East 
Central’s music man. It was 
well thought out and involved 
discussions with his family and 
his doctor.

“The final decision to retire 
was a slow process, involving 
many talks with Brenda and my 
three children, Chris, Jennifer, 
and Jeremy,” Carson said. “Now, 
their focus is to keep Dad here, 
as is Brenda’s unrelenting re-
solve and care to keep her crazy 
hubby around. My lead surgeon, 
Dr. Phillip Ley, also concurred it 
was time to retire. However, the 
decision was all mine, and my 
family would support whatever I 
decided to do.” 

He said his original plans 
were to continue as Director of 
Bands at least five more years 
and hopefully see a much-need-
ed band building constructed. 
According to Carson, they 
outgrew the present band hall 
in the Vickers Fine Arts Center 
many years ago. 

“The bottom line is, other 
than a band building, I have 
accomplished what I set out to 
do 30 years ago: build a high 
quality, large and varied band 
department that would be a 
source of pride for the college 
and any student that was in 
my program. I can proudly say 
I am retiring at the top of my 
game with the band stronger 
than ever; I have absolutely no 
regrets; I have done it!”

Carson’s first stint at East Cen-
tral began in the early 70s, not 
as a teacher, but as a student. 
And it was an instructor at East 
Central that led him down his 
chosen career path.

“Why did I choose educa-
tion? Good gravy…who knows? 

In 1973, I was a long-haired, 
skinny kid who had just moved 
to Conehatta, Mississippi, 
from Naples, Italy, a few weeks 
before, as my father (Charles 
Carson), a US Diplomat, retired 
here. Having grown up in sev-
eral foreign countries, I was not 
in band and only played guitar 
and a little piano. The ECJC band 
director at the time, Gilbert 
Sommers, was assigned to write 
my class schedule. I told him I 
was not sure of a major, but I 
played guitar. He said, ‘Ok, major 
in music and join the marching 
band.’ I looked at him and said, 
‘The what?’ He then took me 
to the band hall, handed me a 
French horn, and said, ‘Learn to 
play this.’ And, here I am, retiring 
as a band director 34 years later, 
the last 30 at EC.”

Carson was very involved 
as an East Central student and 
theater was a huge part of his 
extracurricular activities and 
played a vital role in his roman-
tic future! 

“Besides music groups, my 
participation in the college 
theater productions was a huge 
part of my fun as a student. Back 
in those days, EC presented the 
traditional, full-blown musicals 
such as Oklahoma and South 
Pacific. My freshman year I 
played ‘Mordred’ in Camelot and 
my sophomore year I played 
‘Henry Higgins’ in My Fair Lady. 
There was this quiet, pretty girl 
who sang with the chorus in 
the background scenes of the 
productions. I had my eye on 
her, but I did not really think 
she was interested in me. This 
May, Brenda and I will celebrate 
our 34th wedding anniversary. 
Meeting my wife at ECJC takes 
top honors among my remem-
brances!” Carson said.

Carson said it was important 
that he was able to begin his 
music education at East Central, 
not realizing at the time the 
passion he had for it. He said he 
was especially thankful for the 
patience given to him by East 
Central professors Mrs. Marian 
Thornton and Mr. Robert Fick. 

“They were very patient with 
me as I knew basically nothing 
about my goals and why I was 
really in music. My sophomore 
year, Mr. Bob Heritage came on 
board as choir director and Col-
legians director; he also kept me 
focused! And, who could NOT 
be influenced in a positive way 
by Mr. Ovid Vickers? As my Eng-
lish Literature teacher, not only 
did he make what could be a 
very tedious subject interesting, 
but he was and still is a larger 
than life individual that knew all 
his students by name. 

“All my teachers at ECJC were 
great, but the one person that 
I would have to mention as 
holding an extra special place in 
my heart is Mr. Bruce Peterson. 
He was the speech teacher and 
director of our theater program. 
Mr. Peterson recognized a talent 
in me for acting and carefully 
guided me through two years 
of productions. His philosophy 
of educational theater was to 
allow the student actors to find 
that ‘groove’ with our stage roles 
while he steered us back on 
the road if we started to veer 
off. But, more than my theater 
director, he was a kind, thought-
ful man who felt more to me 
like a caring uncle than a faculty 
member. I spent many hours 
in his office by the Huff (Audi-
torium) stage door, asking for 
advice, guidance, or just venting 
as college kids tend to do. 

“When I was hired at EC, I 
was thrilled to work with Bruce 

as a fellow faculty member and 
continued to seek his counsel 
as I struggled to build a band 
program.  I was very saddened 
when he retired, as was Brenda. 
We still see Bruce and his wife, 
Peggy, occasionally at ECCC 
homecomings. Bruce called 
Brenda when I was in the hos-
pital, as he wanted to come see 
me. I was so out of it, I did not 
follow through; that needs to be 
resolved soon!”

Carson began his career as 
ECCC Director of Bands in 1982 
and through the years has 
helped transform a little-known 
community college band into 
the massive Wall O’ Sound rec-
ognized today. 

“Looking back to my first 
day at band camp in 1982, I 
now think of it as a tiny, curi-
ous, but very eager group of 
kids who walked into the band 
hall doors, wondering what this 
new 20-something-year-old 
guy was going to do. Our first 
out-of-town football trip was 
to Jones County Junior College. 
Being totally clueless about 
other junior college bands, I was 
shocked to see this 120-mem-
ber ‘Maroon Typhoon’ band 
descend on their stadium. I was 
in a state of shock! Our little 
band had pulled up in a worn-
out ECJC school bus, with me 
as the driver, and an open ECJC 
pick-up truck with the instru-
ments piled in the back with no 
protection from the weather. 

“Before halftime, I told my 
nervous kids ‘We are proud of 
who we are and we have no 
reason to put our tail between 
our legs. We may be tiny, but 
our quality, enthusiasm and 
pride will trump our small size; 
the music always comes first.’  
Our ‘Warrior Band’ took the field, 
looked that huge band in the 
face, and I could not have been 
more proud. Now, with 180 in 
the present Wall O’ Sound, a 
name I changed from ‘Warrior 
Band,’ the words the kids hear 
from me have not changed: the 
music always comes first.”

In addition to the Wall O’ 
Sound now being able to travel 
comfortably in charter buses 
to out-of-town football games, 
the entire music department 
has seen many positive changes 
and much progress since 1982. 
During the early days, Carson 
said there might have been 
only three to four music majors 
in a year. Today, the Fine Arts 
Department boasts more than 
200 students involved in vari-
ous performing groups and an 
average of 20 freshman music 
majors each year. 

As with most young band di-
rectors, Carson began his career 
as a one-man show, teaching a 
full load of classes and directing 
various performing groups. 

“Believe it or not, in the first 
part of my EC career, I did it 
all: marching band, concert 
band, jazz band, Collegians, a 
blues band, the pit band for the 
musical, all music major band 
lessons, several music appre-
ciation classes and Spanish 
classes! Looking back now, I do 
not know how I did it. But, my 
24/7 vision was to build a band 
program, and I did not punch 
a clock or consider weekends 
‘time off.’ 

“Was I an idiot to put that 
much stress on myself and my 
family? I may have been, but I 
was just doing what I was hired 
to do. I was going to honor my 
contract and do my absolute 
best. Over the years, as the 
numbers grew, my focus had to 
be on the band growth, so, my 
music appreciation classes and 
Spanish classes were taught by 
other instructors. Seventeen 
years ago, I was finally able to 
hire an assistant.”

The band program has con-
tinued to grow and evolve into 
its present status and Carson 
was named Chairman of the 
Fine Arts Department in 2009.

It hasn’t always been sun-
shine and roses for Carson, but 
he says he’s never regretted his 
ECCC career or the fact that he 
stayed here so long. 

“About a third of the way 
through my employment at 
EC, I was very stressed over the 
growth of the band, feeling I 
could no longer be pulled in so 
many directions trying to run 
the entire program by myself. 
During this time, I was ap-
proached by a small out-of-state 
university to take employment 
with them; their music faculty 
actually made a covert visit to 
Decatur to meet with me. I was 
aIso talking with a commu-
nity college in California which 
offered to fly me there for an 
interview.  

“After several weeks of dif-
ficult thoughts, I just felt uproot-
ing my young family was not 
what was best for me and just 
hunkered down even harder, 
determined to do what I needed 
to do for my students. I have 
never spoken of this publicly, 
but, the fact is, I stayed here at 
EC and I have never regretted it.” 

As with most teachers, his 
students are the reason Carson 
has continued his career in edu-
cation for so many years. 

“Working with and mentor-

ing students was my reason for 
staying in education 34 years,” 
Carson said. “My philosophy at 
EC was to give every worthy 
student a chance to develop 
their love for music and per-
forming. Over the years, we 
had band members from so 
many backgrounds: kids from 
big high school bands, small 
bands, schools with no bands, 
home-schooled kids, kids from 
foreign countries, high school 
drop-outs, kids with disabilities 
and kids from broken homes 
that thrived on the structure 
and positive atmosphere of my 
band hall. All of these students 
had one thing, I recognized they 
had, in common: a love for mu-
sic and a desire to belong. I gave 
all of them the same respect, 
encouragement and oppor-
tunities to contribute to my 
band program and the formula 
worked.” 

Carson has put together 
some outstanding halftime 
shows during his 30 years at the 
College, each one written out 
long form by hand, but he said 
he couldn’t pick just one as his 
favorite.

“In the early years, I never did 
a ‘themed’ show, but in recent 
years I gave into the trend! I 
have seen so many styles of 
music come and go in 30 years, 
so it is rough to single out a 
particular song or show that 
would be my favorite. Contrary 
to this age of computer drill-
writing programs, music-writing 
software, and ‘for hire’ halftime 
drill writers, I am proud to call 
myself ‘old school.’ 

“Every single one of my 33 
1/2 (assistant band director Ed 
Girling had to finish this year’s 
show) halftime show drills were 
written by me, by hand. The 
same goes for all of my Colle-
gians arrangements. I have used 
the same, tiny, 6-D battery-oper-
ated Casio keyboard to arrange 
every single Collegian song, all 
handwritten in pencil. My goal 
with Collegians was to sound as 
close to the actual band as pos-
sible; we usually met that goal.” 

Although he couldn’t pick a 
favorite, Carson did list a few of 
his top-ranked marching songs/
shows.

“I enjoyed putting together 
the ‘Rock Show’ featuring Cat 
Scratch Fever, my first ‘Star 
Wars’ show complete with a 
field stage and smoke machine, 
the ‘New Orleans/Mardi Gras’ 
shows-we did too, the band 
singing ‘Home on the Range’ 
on the field and then putting 
up their horns and blowing the 
stadium down with that ‘Wall O’ 
Sound,’ and the ‘80s show from 
last year. As far as Collegian 
shows, our three-day adventure 
at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics 
was the best!”

The Collegians was originally 
set up under the choir program. 
The group was organized in 
1973 by then EC music fac-
ulty member Marian Thornton, 
whom Carson said was his first 
music mentor. 

“She wanted to put a group 
together that would appeal 
more to the general high school 
crowds and she asked me to 
get a little rock group together. 
The next year, the group was 
taken over by my next mentor, 
Bob Heritage. He actually took 
us to the ‘brand new’ Disney 
World in Orlando that summer 
on a hot school bus that broke 
down for several  days in the 
middle of nowhere; fun times! 
After I graduated from ECJC, the 
Collegians morphed into several 
different types of groups with 

different names. When I re-
turned as Band Director in 1982, 
I collaborated with Mr. Heritage 
and the now-revived Collegians, 
with me in charge of the instru-
mentalists. When Mr. Heritage 
left my second year, I took over 
the Collegians, creating a work-
ing, live rock band, as part of the 
band department.” 

Family, instructors and co-
workers are among those who 
have influenced Carson’s career 
along the way. 

“My parents, Charles and 
Corinth Carson, take top hon-
ors in that category. But, I have 
several people that certainly 
shaped my music life, profes-
sional career, and my positive 
outlook as I fight my cancer war,” 
Carson said.  

Carson said Delta State 
professors Dr. Bill Clarke and Mr. 
Gene Ayers had a great influ-
ence on his music education 
skills, and his first boss, Parklane 
Academy Headmaster, Billy L. 
Swindle, was an unforgettable 
influence to he and his wife, 
Brenda. 

“He taught us how to treat 
students, parents and employ-
ees with respect and encour-
agement, while expecting the 
highest work ethic out of every-
one involved. Since my cancer 
diagnosis, we are back in touch.” 

One might assume that the 
highlight of Carson’s career 
would be performing at the 
Olympics in Atlanta in 1996, 
receiving Instructor of the Year 
honors or serving as president 
of various professional organiza-
tions. But that would be wrong. 
For Carson, the highlight was 
when his former students came 
together to perform on his 
behalf.

“The highlight of my 30-year 
EC career is, no doubt, the ben-
efit concert organized by former 
ECCC band and Collegians 
member, Grant Morris, and pres-
ent ECCC choral/vocal director, 
Vicki Blaylock. Although the fo-
cus of the concert was showcas-
ing former Collegian members 
now playing in rock and country 
bands, the evening involved so 
much support from ALL former 
band members and extremely 
hard work by ECCC staff, faculty 
and present students that as-
sisted Vicki and Grant with the 
event.  

“I was able to visit with so 
many former band kids. To have 
my former Collegian, country 
artist Randy Houser, take his 
personal time to headline the 
evening, was such an honor and 
a very humbling experience 
for my family. Getting on stage 
to jam and receive that Fender 
electric guitar signed by the 
performers just made that night 
perfect.”

In addition to the ben-
efit concert, the “Army of Tom” 
movement, involving hundreds 
and hundreds of supporters 
wearing “Army of Tom” t-shirts 
literally all over the country and 
abroad, was “overwhelming,” 
according to Carson.

“Band member Lauren Lurk 
of Newton developed this con-
cept; and, with her mom, Beth, 
and her grandparents, Judy 
and Bob Beckley, designed and 
produced the shirts and sold 
them as a fundraiser for my fam-
ily. I have dozens of photos that 
have been posted with people 
wearing their shirts and I cherish 
every one.”

Carson added, “I could write 
an entire book on favorite stu-
dents, events, special moments 
that happened, but, in  

CARSON

See CARSONS, Page 21



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Dr. Lavinia Sparkman sur-
prised many of her coworkers 
this spring when she announced 
her retirement as East Central 
Community College’s Vice Presi-
dent for Instruction effective 
June 30, 2012. 

“East Central has been a great 
college with which to be associ-
ated for the past 12 years.  The 
faculty, staff and administra-
tion are the best in the state of 
Mississippi! Our students are 
prepared for the universities or 
the workforce because of such 
dedicated people.  It has been a 
pleasure working with everyone 
and I will miss being a part of 
the EC family.”

Although she says she will 
miss her colleagues and the 
ECCC students, she decided the 
time is right to join her husband, 
Wayne Ledford, in retirement 
and begin working on her 
‘bucket list.’  

“I am very excited about my 
retirement,” she said. “My hus-
band retired in March and we 
are looking forward to moving 
down to our home in Daphne, 
Alabama.  I have worked or 
gone to school all my life, so this 
will be a real change for me.  I 
already have my bucket list of 
things I would like to do and 
look forward to taking my time 
doing them.” 

Among that list is a cruise and 

time spent with her only grand-
child. 

“My husband has a River 
Cruise down the Rhine on our 
agenda this fall, so I think we will 
be traveling quite a bit.  My only 
grandson (Jack) lives in (Wash-
ington) DC at this time, but his 
Dad is in the Navy so they may 
be moving to Naples, Italy, this 
summer.  Naples would certainly 
be on our agenda as well.  I 
am moving back very near my 
hometown of Mobile so I am 
looking forward to seeing some 
of my old friends and getting 
together with them as well.”  

As Vice President for In-
struction, a position she has 
held since 2000, Dr. Sparkman 
administers the entire instruc-
tional learning program for the 
College, including supervision 
and direction of all phases of the 
credit and non-credit instruc-
tional programs, which includes 
online, off-campus and the main 
campus.   

“I supervise the operation of 
the campus library, Admission, 
Records and Research; and the 
Success Center.  I also oversee 
the eLearning Division of the 
College, Workforce Education/
Development and the Health-
care Division.  I must assure that 
all faculty members meet the 
requirements set forth by SACS 
(Southern Association of Colleg-
es and Schools) and assure that 
instructional programs adhere 

to the SACS criteria.” 
Prior to joining the ECCC staff, 

Dr. Sparkman served as Aca-
demic Dean on East Mississippi 
Community College’s Golden 
Triangle Campus. She began her 
career in education as a fourth 
grade teacher in Macon and also 
served stints as a counselor for 
the Choctaw Tribal schools and 
the Columbus School District. 
She has also taught on the 
graduate and doctoral level for 

Mississippi State University’s 
Meridian Campus and online for 
the University of West Alabama’s 
Counseling Department.   Dr. 
Sparkman said her career in 
education was perhaps by ac-
cident. 

“I got into education by 
mistake!  I really didn’t have a 
clue what I wanted to do when 
I moved to Noxubee County 
from Mobile, Ala., and someone 
in my family suggested being a 

teacher.  I went to Scooba (East 
Mississippi Community Col-
lege) and took my pre-requisite 
courses and then on to Missis-
sippi State and never looked 
back.  I have taught Elementary, 
Junior High, Community College 
and Senior College.  I was also 
a counselor on the Choctaw In-
dian Reservation for four years.  I 
have enjoyed every facet of my 
career in education and I think 
it was helpful to have taught 
on several different levels.  I 
enjoyed being an elementary 
school counselor also.  It was 
very rewarding.”  

Dr. Sparkman said her fam-
ily has always been there to 
encourage her and her career 
was greatly influenced by one 
special professor. 

“My children and husband 
have always been my biggest 
supporters in whatever en-
deavor I chose,” Dr. Sparkman 
said. “Also, my major professor, 
Dr. Ted Remley, influenced my 
career more than anyone by not 
allowing me to stop my educa-
tion.  He would never take no for 
an answer and only motivated 
me to continue my education!”  

She says student success is 
what she enjoys most and what 
has always kept her motivated 
as an educator.

 “Educators have the best 
opportunity for making a differ-
ence in someone’s life each and 
every day,” Dr. Sparkman said. 

“When I see students who are 
not prepared for college, it is 
very discouraging.  I have always 
felt it was my responsibility to 
guide and help any student who 
walked through our doors here 
at EC.  But, the times when I see 
the nontraditional student who 
has not been in school for 20 
years receive her GED and then 
continue on to become one of 
our top students in the nursing 
program, that motivates me as 
an educator.  I have seen many 
more success stories at the Col-
lege.  East Central has certainly 
provided many students with 
an opportunity to pursue their 
dream of a good education and 
I am so glad I have been able to 
be a part of that dream.” 

Dr. Sparkman has served as 
President, Vice President and 
Secretary of the Mississippi Aca-
demic Officers and Chairman of 
the Articulation Committee for 
the Mississippi Community Col-
leges.  Among her honors is the 
Jane Sargent Award for Excel-
lence in Education, which she 
received in 2002. 

In addition to her husband, 
Wayne Ledford, Dr. Sparkman’s 
family includes three children: 
daughters, Katie Sparkman of 
Monroeville, Ala., and Lauren 
Sparkman and her husband, 
Greg Miller, and son, Jack, all of 
Manassas, Va.; and son, Derek 
Sparkman and his wife, Ginger, 
of Noxubee County.

Travel, Family Time on Agenda for Sparkman

SPARKMAN

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Family time and leisure activities 
are on the agenda for Sandra Wedge-
worth now, as her retirement from the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career-
Technical Center, a division of East 
Central Community College, will allow 
her much more free time.

“I look forward to time spent read-
ing, working in my yard, traveling, and 
spending more time with family,” she 
said. Wedgeworth has served as the 
Student Services coordinator at the 
PNC Career-Technical Center since 
1990. 

Her teaching experience also 
includes stints at Neshoba Central El-
ementary, Newton High School, Tucker 
Elementary and East Kemper Elemen-
tary.

“Out of all my years of teaching, I 
have enjoyed the PNC Career-Tech 

Center the most. Our staff is like a small 
family.  I have made friends here that 
I will have for life and Mr. (Joe) Killens 
(Director of the PNCCT) has made a 
great impact on our center.”

It was former instructors who in-
spired her to enter the teaching field. 

“I admired my teachers when I was 
in school,” she said. “I thought they were 
special people. And then, they were 
treated that way. I had many former 
teachers who were mentors, but most 
of all, my biggest influence was my 
brother, Dr. Shelby Harris, who taught 
math at East Central for many years.“

It was not easy being a student in 
his class. My husband, Len, and I met 
at East Central and we had Shelby for 
Algebra class. Needless to say, we sat by 
each other in class. When Shelby found 
out we were dating, he arranged the 
class in alphabetical order. That put me 
on one side of the room and Len on the 

other!
” Wedgeworth has been involved in 

various activities as an educator and 

said among her favorites have been 
“working on our 9-11 Remembrance 
Programs at the Career-Technical Cen-
ter, working with the clubs on fundrais-
ers, attending SkillsUSA competitions 
with our students and helping cook 
pancakes and biscuits on Star Student 
Day.” 

Although she finds it discouraging 
when some students complain about 
having to complete reading or home-
work assignments, Wedgeworth said 
each year they are blessed with a new 
group of students at the Center that 
have the potential to succeed and that 
is what keeps her motivated. 

“The rewarding part of being an 
educator is being able to connect with 
students who do want to learn,” she 
said. “I taught GED night classes here 
for several years and really enjoyed 
working with the adult students who 
were here to learn and eager to do their 

work.”
Among her personal honors are her 

selection as “Teacher of Excellence” at 
East Kemper and “Team Leader” for 
several years while she was employed 
at Tucker Elementary. 

Wedgeworth is a 1968 graduate 
of East Central Community College 
and received the Bachelor’s Degree 
from the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi. She has completed additional 
coursework with AISES (American 
Indian Science & Engineering Society) 
at Colorado School of Mines in Golden, 
Colorado, and the University of Colo-
rado in Boulder, Colorado. 

She and her husband, Len, have 
been married 41 years and have a 
daughter, Kim, and a son, Joe. They 
have six grandchildren: Kaitlyn, Cam-
eron, Connor, Kailey, Shelby and Ethan.

Wedgeworth to Retire at PNCCT

WEDGEWORTH

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Denita Thomas of Noxapater 
was recently selected “Academic 
Instructor of the Year” at East 
Central Community College, 
where she has been employed 
as an Associate Degree Nursing 
instructor since 2008 and was 
recently named Dean of Health-
care Education effective July 1, 
2012. 

Upon her selection, Thomas 
said, “I am honored to be 
named ECCC’s Instructor of 
the Year. As a graduate of the 
College’s first Associate Degree 
Nursing Program in 1996, it is 
with great pride that my path in 
life has lead me to return as an 
instructor in this outstanding 
program at My EC!”

 Thomas has served in 
various capacities as an ADN 
instructor, including teaching 
in the classroom, supervising 
students in the hopital setting, 
assisting students with learning 

in the skills lab, advising stu-
dents, serving as coordinator for 
the LPN to RN Bridge program 
and coordinating and teaching 
students in the simulation lab. 

Her family has been the most 
influential on her career as she 
said they have always been en-
couraging and supportive. And 
it’s assisting students as they 
learn that keeps her movtivated.

 “As a nurse educator, I assist 
in preparing our future nurses 
to be knowledgeable, caring 
and professional,” she said. “It is 
motivational to assist students 
in learning new information 
that helps open their minds and 
expand their knowledge base to 
prepare them to care for others. 
I enjoy being a part of the team 
of instructors at ECCC that helps 
prepare students to achieve 
their educational goals, which 
also helps our communitites.” 

In addition to serving as an 
instructor at ECCC, Thomas 
works as a family nurse practi-

tioner with Quality Hospice in 
Philadelphia. 

Prior to her employment at 
the College, she served as a 
nurse practitioner with Neshoba 
Pediatric Medical Clinic in Phila-
delphia and Louisville Group 
Homes-Hudspeth Center of 
Louisville. She began her nurs-
ing career in 1996 with Magna 
Home Health of Philadelphia.

 “I have enjoyed all of my 
nursing opportunities. Since 
becoming a registered nurse 
15 years ago, I have worked 
in areas of home health and 
mental health. Since 2007, as a 
family nurse practitioner I have 
experience in areas of pediat-
rics, hospice and education. I 
enjoy working with patients 
and students,” she added. 

In addition to her associ-
ate’s degree from East Central, 
Thomas holds the bachelor and 
master’s degrees in nursing 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. She will complete 

the Mississippi Community 
College Leadership Academy in 
Jackson in May 2012. She was 
awarded the Excellence Award 
from the National Institute for 
Staff and Organizational Devel-
opment (NISOD) this year. 

She is a member of the Pul-
monary Hypertension Associa-
tion, Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, Sigma Theta Tau Interna-
tional Honor Society of Nursing, 
Mississippi Nurses Association, 
American Nurses Association, 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi Alumni Association, East 
Central Community College 
Alumni Association and the East 
Central Community College 
Faculty Association.

Thomas is married to Ser-
geant Major John Thomas and 
they have two children: Alex, a 
sophomore at East Central, and 
Adam, a 5th grader at Winston 
Academy.

Thomas Selected Academic Instructor of  the Year

THOMAS
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Thomas Fortenberry of Union was 
recently selected “Career-Technical In-
structor of the Year” for 2011-12 at East 
Central Community College, where 
he has been employed as a Computer 
Network Technology instructor since 
1998. 

Upon his selection, Fortenberry said, 
“I am extremely humbled by being se-
lected as one of EC’s Instructors of the 
Year. First, the recognition is due to the 
success and hard work of my students. 
When my students succeed, so do I. 
Yet the flip side of that is when they fall 
short of the mark, so do I. Secondly, the 
recognition is due to the support and 
friendship of each person employed 
with EC. Without each of us perform-
ing the role that we agreed to perform, 
none of us would have any success.” 

Fortenberry who teaches courses 
such as Network Design and Network 
Operating Systems said he originally 

never thought about a career in educa-
tion. 

“I first came to EC to be over the 
Data Management Department (cur-
rently known as Information Manage-
ment),” Fortenberry said. “I was able to 
get along with everyone in the depart-
ment most days, since I was the only 
one in the department. I left EC after 
seven years to do some consulting 
work. Two years later, I returned to EC 
as an instructor for the new Computer 
Network Technology program. It really 
felt like I was coming home. I had never 
thought about a career as an instructor, 
however, God directs our steps and we 
have the most peace and fulfillment 
in our lives when we surrender to His 
leadership. Any success or accolades 
that we may receive along the way are 
the blessings for being obedient to 
Him.” 

Seeing his students succeed is what 
Fortenberry said matters the most to 
him as an educator. 

“For me, as an instructor, the great-
est highlights of my career are when 
former students are successful. When a 
student that was considered ‘special ed’ 
in high school, takes the GED (general 
educational development exam) to 
gain entrance to EC then graduates 
from the networking program and con-
tinues his education until he graduates 
from USM (University of Southern Mis-
sissippi) — that is a career highlight. 
When my students compete nationally 
against students from other commu-
nity colleges and universities and place 
1st nationally in their event—that is 
a career highlight for me. That is why 
God placed me here.” 

Fortenberry said he enjoys the inter-
action with students the most regard-
ing his day-to-day work.  

“I truly enjoy the interaction with 
the students each day. Watching them 
learn and grow. Seeing them take one 
step after another on their way to their 
goal. Knowing that God allowed me to 

be a small part of that process is what 
I like most about being in the field of 
education.” 

Outside of the classroom, Fortenber-
ry can be found behind a pulpit at New 
Ireland Baptist Church as pastor. 

“God directs our steps and we have 
the most peace and fulfillment in our 
lives when we surrender to His leader-
ship. A couple of years ago I felt the 
Lord leading me into His ministry. I said 
that I never thought about being an in-
structor, I certainly never ever thought 
about being a pastor. Yet today, I am 
doing two things that I never thought 
I would or could do, but I have more 
peace and blessings in my life than I 
have ever had before.” 

In addition to his associate’s degrees 
from East Central and Meridian Com-
munity colleges, Fortenberry holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Technical Occu-
pational Education from the University 
of Southern Mississippi. Fortenberry 
is married to his wife of 25 years, the 

former Pam Copeland of Philadelphia. 
They have two children: Amanda, 23, 
who is completing her master’s degree 
at Mississippi College; and Tanner, 19, a 
freshman at East Central. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Looking forward to the op-
portunity to spend more time 
with family and friends, life-
long educator Haywood Reeves 
of Forest announced his retire-
ment last month. 

“I have some anxiety about 
leaving a job I have mostly 
enjoyed for 44 years,” he said. 
“However, I am eager for what-
ever doors of opportunity God 
may open for me.” Reeves is 
completing his 14th year at East 
Central Community College, 
where he currently teaches col-
lege algebra, finite math (math 
applications), business calculus 
and business statistics.  In de-
ciding to become an educator 
Reeves said he was influenced 
by his high school sports coach 
John C. Williams, who also 
taught math classes. 

“I greatly admired and 
respected him and thought I 
could perhaps make a differ-
ence in someone’s life as he had 
in mine,” Reeves said. “Coach 
Williams made a difference 
in my understanding of math 
concepts. I also appreciated the 
positive influence he made on 
the players he coached. He was 
consistent and firm with both 
students in his classroom and 
players on the athletic fields. He 
also took a personal interest in 
each of us and was active in the 
school, church and community.” 

East Central is a place he said 
he has loved since being a stu-
dent at the College years ago. 

“I have always been proud 
to tell others I graduated from 
ECJC,” Reeves said. “Any effort I 
can make toward the success of 
this College is small compared 
to the benefits I have received 
from my association with the 
fine people who count them-
selves members of the ECCC 
family. 

“Some of the most enjoyable 
years of my career have been 
teaching at ECCC.” He said the 
best part of his job is his daily 
interaction with the students. 

“My favorite thing about 
education is the opportunity to 
interact with students,” Reeves 
said. “I try to impress upon stu-
dents that we have a common 
goal in their being successful. 
Certainly there are require-
ments that they have to meet 
with effort and preparation, 
but these are more easily ac-

complished in a good student-
teacher relationship.” 

He said it is disappointing to 
see those students who have 
the ability to succeed but fail to 
do so because of a lack of effort. 
However, Reeves added, “It is 
most encouraging to work with 
students who may not have the 
same intellect as other stu-
dents, but by sheer persistence 
and determination become 
successful in class and then in a 
career. I can identify with those 
students.” 

Reeves said his college 
instructors also had a great 
impact on his career.  

“At ECJC I was taught by 
the best group of teachers 
that I had at any time during 
my student days,” he said. “Mr. 
(Ovid) Vickers, Dr. (Richard) 
Ethridge, and Mr. (Frank) Rives, 
Mr. (George) Mason and Coach 
(Joe) Clark each taught me 
more than one semester, so I 
felt their positive influence the 
most. Their personal attention 
and desire to prepare us for our 
future served as a challenge to 
me each day to have a similar 
impact on the students I teach. 

“I appreciated Mr. Rives lead-
ing me through the world of 
calculus. Mr. Mason reminded 
me of one of my favorite uncles 
so I enjoyed his classes in physi-
cal science. I’ve always wished 
that I could hold the attention 
of my classes as Mr. Vickers did 
in the English Literature classes 
I had.” 

Reeves said there were spe-
cial people who influenced his 
time as an instructor at ECCC 
but they are too numerous to 
name. 

“All of them, however, seem 
to have one thing in common,” 
he said. “They were all true 
educators following after the 
greatest Teacher of all. They also 
educated the mind, body and 
the spirit and had a servant’s 
heart for students.” 

Reeves said each one of 
the four different courses he 
teaches has a different flavor. 

 “I enjoy the upper level 
courses (stats and calculus) 
because most of these students 
I have taught in earlier courses 
and therefore know them bet-
ter,” he said. “One of my most 
memorable moments occurred 
a few years back and dealt with 
the height of a podium. Instruc-
tors share classrooms so in the 

early weeks of a semester it 
seemed to me that the previ-
ous instructor was exchanging 
the podium in Room 1 where I 
teach for a shorter one in Room 
3 on a daily basis. So when I 
got to Room 1 to teach my 
afternoon class I had to swap 
the shorter one back for the 
taller one which I preferred. 
On the third day of the swap 
back as I prepared to exit Room 
1 with short podium in hand 
one of my students asked if it 
might be possible to adjust the 
height of the podium using 
the knob toward the bottom 
of the podium. Having neither 
a response nor a better idea I 
realized my mistake. Mr. (Kevin) 
Ryals delights in embellish-
ing that episode and probably 
already has shared it with most 
everyone on campus.” 

In addition to his teaching 
responsibilities, Reeves and his 
co-worker Robin Fulton spon-
sor the College’s engineering 
club, Alpha Alpha Epsilon. 
Reeves’ first stint at East Central 
was as a student athlete. 

“It had been a dream of 
mine to follow in my brother’s 
footsteps to play basketball and 
attend ECJC. Joe Clark, who was 
the basketball coach at ECJC, 
came to my high school to sign 
Robert Green and myself to 
scholarships. I remember being 

so nervous that I could hardly 
sign the papers. Little did I real-
ize that I was going to have so 
many future opportunities that 
came from the initial commit-
ment to the College,” he said.  

As a student, Reeves served 
as president of the Baptist Stu-
dent Union (BSU), was a mem-
ber of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, and 
lettered in both basketball and 
baseball.  

“Playing sports and school-
work required many hours of 
my time at ECJC. However I was 
blessed to become a part of a 
special group of people in the 
Baptist Student Union,” Reeves 
said.  “As a freshman, about the 
only activity I could participate 
in were the noon-day devotion-
als, which were held upstairs 
over the student center. As a 
sophomore, I was involved in a 
leadership position. 

“Miss Gladys Bryant was the 
BSU director and because of a 
leadership role I had I spent a 
lot of time in her office plan-
ning activities for the BSU.  She 
also reminded me often to put 
God first in everything I tried to 
do.” 

Reeves was also a part of the 
BSU executive council, which 
planned the activities for the 
group. He said being around 
his fellow council members 
allowed him to form lasting 

friendships.
“Working with this group 

of outstanding Christians and 
Miss Bryant, I was taught about 
sharing my faith,” Reeves said. 
“Seeing the importance that 
the members of the council 
gave their faith certainly has 
strengthened my faith in Christ 
to this day.” 

When Reeves played on the 
Warrior basketball team, all the 
team lived on the bottom floor 
of the old Scott Hall.  

“Coach (Ken), Mrs. (Alice) 
Pouncey, and a baby daughter 
lived in an apartment across 
the hall,” Reeves said. “We were 
celebrating one of our victories 
late one night when a ‘knock’ 
sounded on our door. Coach 
was there to request that we 
tone it down. We agreed that 
the door would not be that 
hard to remount.” 

Reeves said his fellow team-
mates on the basketball and 
baseball teams were a large 
influence on his life in that the 
teams spent much time prac-
ticing and traveling together. 
After graduating from East 
Central, Reeves completed his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
at Mississippi College in Clin-
ton. He also earned an educa-
tion specialist degree from 
Mississippi State University. 

Reeves began what would 
become a 28-year career in 
the Forest Municipal School 
District, where he was twice 
selected STAR teacher at Forest 
High School.  “In 1970, I came 
to Forest to teach math and 
coach the girls’ sports (bas-
ketball and track),” he said. “In 
1998, I left having served the 
last three years as high school 
principal. It was a great experi-
ence working with the students 
and staff in Forest. I treasure 
many memories of the ath-
letes and students as well as 
the staff, with whom I shared 
those years.” Reeves’ coaching 
highlights include three girls’ 
basketball teams (1975-1977) in 
Forest who played in the state 
finals. As FHS principal, he was 
selected to attend the Princi-
pal’s Institute at Harvard during 
the summer of 1996. Reeves’ 
teaching and coaching experi-
ence also includes a stint at 
Terry High School and Meridian 
Community College. He said 
there are many advantages to 
being an educator. 

“As a teacher, you have the 
opportunity to build many 
relationships with fellow teach-
ers, students, and staff,” Reeves 
said. “I’ve always believed that 
we come in contact with one 
another not from coincidence 
but with some purpose. The 
enjoyment in teaching is seeing 
the smile of satisfaction on a 
student’s face when they over-
come a challenge. I believe the 
instructors and staff all work 
together to form a team with a 
common goal and it is enjoy-
able when we reach our goal.” 

Since becoming a fulltime 
mathematics instructor at East 
Central, he was selected to at-
tend the Lamplighters Confer-
ence in 2002, which honors the 
state’s outstanding community/
junior college faculty members, 
and was the HEADWAE (Higher 
Education Appreciation Day: 
Working Towards Academic Ex-
cellence) instructor of the year 
for 2005-06. 

Also in 2006, Reeves was 
chosen the Academic Instructor 
of the Year. Reeves said teach-
ing has always been one of the 
main passions of his life. 

“If you have a passion for 
teaching then that requires 
you to put forth much effort to 
teach each class with a positive 
attitude and a caring spirit,” he 
said. “That can be discouraging 
when you sense a student is 
not as concerned about their 
outcome as you are. However, 
if you have one student who 
regardless of ability is striving 
to grasp the material you will 
not be discouraged for long. 
Fortunately, along the way, I 
have been blessed with many 
more of those who will make a 
great effort than not.” 

Reeves is a member of For-
est Baptist Church, where he 
teaches Sunday school and has 
served on the board of dea-
cons. He is a past president of 
the Forest Athletic Booster Club 
and the Forest Parent Teacher 
Association. He is also a past 
member of the Mississippi 
Council of Teachers of Math-
ematics.  

Reeves is married to the 
former Patricia Shepard of 
Walnut Grove. They have one 
son, Ryan, and a daughter-in-
law, Britni Harvey Reeves. Ryan 
Reeves serves as assistant camp 
director at Timber Creek Camp 
in Pulaski.

Reeves Retires Following 44 Years of 
Educating, Coaching, Administrating

Fortenberry Selected Career-Technical Instructor of  the Year
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retrospect, every year had 
special moments and students 
that will always bring a laugh or 
a tear.” 

When asked about funny 
things that have happened 
through the years, pranks he 
pulled or pranks of which he 
was a victim, Carson said, “Oh 
gosh. I would rather retire than 
get fired!” But he did decide to 
share two of the most recent 
pranks played on him. 

“Over 30 years, I have been 
victim to several student pranks, 
as well as funny experiences. 
The most recent pranks, both in-
volving band members DJ Harris 
and Austin Jay, were pretty epic. 
The first was the morning arrival 
at my back-of-band-building 
‘private’ parking space. I pulled 
up to find my spot completely 
blocked by a giant wooden 
board that had the words ‘YOU 
JUST LOST THE GAME.’ You have 
to know the Internet joke to get 
it. 

“Their second and last prank 
involved me arriving at my of-
fice door one morning to find 
my entire office cleared out. 
My desk, chairs, shelves, wall 
hangings, all my music gear, 
including several of my prize 
guitars I had in there were all 
gone. A bare four walls was all 
that was left. I will not repeat my 
choice words and yelling, as the 
two pranksters soon appeared, 
hysterically laughing from the 
hallway. My payback to them 
was they had to put it all back!” 

Since his original diagnosis 
in August, Carson has been 
through radiation, major 
surgery for removal of the 
tumor and reconstruction of his 
digestive tract. He is currently 
undergoing chemotherapy and 
manages to work in his office 
more days than one would think 
possible. He also manages to do 
it with a positive attitude. How?

“Wow. How do I deal with 
something I knew nothing 
about? Simply, day by day. My 
mom and dad were very strong 
willed individuals, so my resolve 
to fight very hard comes from 
them. As far as a positive and 
upbeat attitude is concerned, 
why would I NOT have one? This 
cancer is attempting to ruin my 
wonderful life, so now, every 
single day is an absolute JOY to 
experience. 

“I will continue chemothera-
py until we get a firm handle on 
the possible cancer ‘holdouts’ 
still lurking around my post 
surgery tissue. Those of us fight-
ing and surviving cancer are in 
a unique club no one else, other 
than immediate family, can un-
derstand. I will fully admit, I was 
totally clueless in understand-
ing the life-changing shock that 
cancer presents to a person’s 
family. This is not ‘my’ cancer; it 
is my family’s.” 

Carson also praised his co-
workers for the support they 
have provided during his illness.

“Vicki Blaylock was named 
interim department chair this 
fall as I took medical leave,” 
Carson said. “ I felt very guilty 
and responsible for putting Vicki 
in this situation, as this year was 
our SACS re-accreditation visit, 
but she has done an outstand-
ing job! Of course, after band 
camp, which I really struggled to 
get through not knowing cancer 
was ravaging my body, I had to 
give my assistant, Ed Girling, the 
pleasant news that he would 
have to take over the marching 
band. I am glad Vicki and Ed did 
not throw me off a cliff!”

When asked about his plans 
following retirement, Carson 
was his usual jovial self.

“I plan to join the circus, 
shooting out of a cannon! Ok, 
not really!” he said. “My hope, 
God willing, and with the ap-
proval of our administration, is 
to eventually return half time 
and continue directing, per-
forming and traveling with my 
school rock group, The Colle-
gians. I plan to do all my Colle-
gians song arranging at school, 
start a beginning guitar class 
and hopefully help out part-
time with the band if the new 
director requests.”

The state requires a 90 day 
grace period after retirement 
before a person may return to 
part-time state employment so 
on June 30, Carson said he plans 
to enjoy his first three months of 
retirement away from ECCC. 

“Also, once I get the thumbs 
up from my medical team to 
travel, I am taking Brenda on 
a much-deserved and needed 
short cruise, so we can just 
decompress and do absolutely 
nothing but enjoy being out 
at sea, leaving the evil alien 
behind. 

“My first summer project will 
be to set back up my full garage 

gym I have neglected for years; 
my good health is now a must! 
Also, I am missing a guitar amp 
pedal that has been buried in 
there for years. My second prior-
ity in retirement is looking for it. 
Ha!” 

As he leaves his beloved Wall 
O’ Sound, and his many other 
projects in the hands of some-
one new, Carson said he only 
has one wish.

“Really, the only wish I have is 
for my successor to continue the 
‘blood, sweat and tears’ work I 
have done for 30 years. This is a 
dream job for any band director. 
I may apply…ha! And If I can 
leave a legacy at ECCC, my wish 
is that all band students remem-
ber the two most-used words 
in my band vocabulary: “GOOD 
GRAVY!”

Carson is a graduate of 
Forrest-Sherman High School 
in Naples, Italy. He received the 
associate’s degree from East 
Central in 1975 and was named 
to the College’s Hall of Fame. He 
completed bachelor and mas-
ter’s degrees in music education 
from Delta State University in 
1977 and 1978, respectively.

He was two-time secretary, 
vice president and president of 
the Mississippi Community and 
Junior College Band Directors’ 
Association and is a former state 
chairman for the College Band 
Directors’ National Association. 
His past honors include selec-
tion as Humanities Instructor 
of the Year (2001), HEADWAE 
(Higher Education Day – Work-
ing Toward Academic Excel-
lence) Instructor of the Year 
(1995), Lamplighter participant 
(1992) and  ECCC Academic 
Instructor of the Year (1991).

Carson is member of Clarke-
Venable Baptist Church in 
Decatur, where he served as 
interim minister of music for a 
year. This past summer he also 
served as guitar instructor and 
praise band guitarist for “Heart-
song,” the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention fine arts camp held 
at William Carey University.

He and his wife, the former 
Brenda Branning, who also 
serves as ECCC Director of Fi-
nancial Aid, have three children. 
Chris and his wife, Wendy, live in 
Hattiesburg with their daughter, 
Isabella, 2; Jennifer is a gradu-
ate student at the University 
of Southern Mississippi and 
Jeremy is a freshman at East 
Central.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

As an instructor in the Auto-
motive Technology Program at 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career-Technical Center, a divi-
sion of East Central Community 
College, William “Bill” Norcross 
has spent his career helping 
students in Neshoba County 
to learn more about the cars 
and trucks they drive. At the 
end of this school term, he will 
retire following 20 years in the 
classroom.

“My years at ECCC have been 
good and the faculty has been 
very supportive. Although I 
will miss it, I look forward to 
enjoying more free time during 
retirement. I plan to travel to 
see friends and family and I also 
plan on doing a little camping 
and fishing,” Norcross said. He 
has served as Automotive in-
structor at PNCCT Center since 
1994, where he has taught high 
school students during the day 
time hours and adult students 
during night classes. 

Prior to joining the staff in 

Philadelphia, Norcross served 
as Vehicular and Mobile Equip-
ment Maintenance Instructor 
at the Newton County Career-
Technical Center in Decatur.
When asked why he pursued a 
career in education, Norcross 
said it was “to help others.” 

Norcross said, “I wanted to 
help students that were inter-
ested in making automotive a 
career and also to help the ones 
that just wanted learn more 
about their automobiles. It has 
been a great career and I have 
made a lot of friends. The stu-
dents have made it an interest-
ing time.”

Through the years, he said 
it has been the students them-
selves that have kept him moti-
vated to teach.

“I’ve never really been dis-
couraged as an educator, but 
some days I just wondered if I 
was getting through to them. 
Then I would take some stu-
dents to competition and they 
would do very well. I knew at 
that point that they were in-
deed hearing and understand-

ing what I was teaching.” He said 
watching students succeed has 
been the best part of his job.“

I think the most important 
part of my job has been making 
a difference in students’ lives 
and the best part is watching 
them do things they didn’t 
think they could do,” Norcross 
said. 

Among his career highlights, 
he said, are “being part of Skill-
sUSA, formerly VICA, and the 
many changes to the organi-
zation throughout the years, 
having students serve as state 
officers, attending SkillsUSA 
Leadership Training in Pennsyl-
vania, being able to meet with 
legislators as a result of ACTE 
(Association of Career and Tech-
nical Educators) functions at the 
Capital, attending automotive 
manufacturers workshops and 
learning new systems used in 
the automotive industry, at-
tending and being part of vari-
ous Automotive Competitions 
in which his students competed 
and being a judge in numerous 
car shows.” 

Norcross is a graduate of East 
Central Community College 
and Mississippi State University. 
He was selected Association of 
Career and Technical Educators 
(ACTE) New Teacher of the Year 
for District III and for the State 
of Mississippi in 1997 and was 
chosen SkillsUSA District III Ad-
visor of the Year in 2004. He has 
twice served two-year terms as 
both President and Vice Presi-
dent for District III ACTE. 

Norcross and his wife, 
Kathryn, have two children: a 
son, William Sean Norcross and 
daughter, Dana Michelle Law-
son. Norcross serves as Youth 
Director at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Union and is a mem-
ber of the Non-Commissioned 
Officers Association NCOA).  

He has also served on the 
Union Volunteer Fire and Res-
cue Department since 1992, 
holding the office of Secretary 
and being in charge of truck 
maintenance for the depart-
ment.  Before entering educa-
tion he served 22 years in the 
U.S. Navy.

Norcross Retiring as PNCCT Automotive Instructor

NORCROSS

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Musical Orchestra: Orchestra members for the East Central Community College musical pro-
duction of Little Shop of Horrors included (from left) staff members Ed Girling, drums; Thomas W. Car-
son, guitar; Natalie Emmons, keyboard; and Ryan Clarke, bass guitar. The presentation was held March 
28-31, 2012, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center auditorium.   
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CARSON
From Page 1

If you or someone you know is 
 

Talking about suicide 
Writing about suicide 
Thinking about suicide 

 

Don’t keep it a secret  
shatter the silence! 

 
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department  

of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit         
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information. 

   
   
    

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina    
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants.  The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. 
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SBA Makes Plans for Welcome Back Week 2012
By HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

The Student Body Association of 
East Central Community College will 
host Welcome Back Week for the stu-
dents of ECCC. Events for the week 
kicked off Thursday night with a 
Block Party and activities will con-
tinue throughout next week for stu-
dent to have a chance to get to know 
one another and adjust to college life 
while having some fun.  

Student Body President Jeremy 
Carson said, “The purpose of Welcome 
Back Week is to get people acquainted 
with each other, and to get students 
to loosen up before classes get into 
full swing.”

Carson said 
the SBA has 
planned a 
week of fun 
activities to 
make a start 
for a great 
year.   

These events 
include:

• M o n d a y , 
August 20: 
Dash for Dol-
lars Game 
Show at 7 p.m. 
– Huff Audito-
rium. Dash for 
Dollars Game 
Show gives students a chance to “grab 

some cash.”
• Tuesday, August 21: Picnic with 

the President at the Pavilion at 5 
p.m., followed by a campus-wide  
night scavenger hunt. Picnic with the 
President gives students an opportu-
nity to meet the college’s new Presi-
dent Dr. Billy Stewart, while enjoy-
ing a picnic. For the scavenger hunt, 
students are advised to wear walking 
shoes, for students are sure to be all 
around campus.

• Wednesday, August 22: Campus-
Wide Slip-n-Slide at the Pavilion at 
7 p.m. The Slip-n-Slide will be a fun 
night to just cool off from the sum-
mer heat.  If students decide to wear 
a bathing suits they should make sure 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
NJCAA Women’s Soccer Academic Team of the Year!: East Central Community College’s Lady Warrior soccer program has once 
again been recognized for academic excellence by the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA). The 2011 squad (above) was 
named NJCAA Women’s Soccer Academic Team of the Year by compiling an overall 3.48 grade point average. The national recognition 
represents the third such honor for the ECCC women’s soccer program in its brief seven-year history. Team members and their respective 
high schools include (first row, from left) forward Carrie Rushing (3) and midfielder/keeper Wendy McCracken (5), both of Newton County; 
defender T’Molia Curry-Jordan (6), Tuscaloosa Central; keeper Lauren Shimfessel (1), Newton County Academy; midfielders Lynea More-
land (7) of Newton County and Baleigh Germany (9) of West Lauderdale; and defender Claire Tadlock (10), Newton County; (second row, 
from left) defender Erin Thornton (11), Newton County; forward Jalesia Howell-el (12), Tuscaloosa Central; defender Nikki Cumberland (13), 
midfielder Emily Lucy (14) and midfielder/defender Cayla Engle (15), all of Newton County; defender Holly Doyle (16), McNairy Central, Ra-
mer, Tenn.; forward Kelsey Tadlock (17), Newton County; midfielder Kristen Nettles (18), East Rankin Academy; and defender Haley Covert 
(20), West Lauderdale; and (back row, from left) managers Ryan Moore of Enterprise, Kyle Gentry of Neshoba Central, Kenneth Smith of 
Greenville St. Joe and Tiana Grover of Newton County Academy; and head coach Kenneth Thompson.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Six athletic teams at East 
Central Community College 
have been recognized for aca-
demic excellence by the Nation-
al Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation and 11 student-athletes 
qualified as NJCAA Academic 
All-Americans for 2011-12. 

“We are very proud of our stu-
dent-athletes and coaches for 
this outstanding achievement,” 
said former ECCC President 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. “EC stands 
for academic quality and to 
have that demonstrated in our 
athletic program is confirma-

tion of that success.” 
At the top of the list is the 

Lady Warrior soccer squad, 
which received academic team 
of the year honors by posting 
a 3.48 grade point average. It’s 
the third time in the program’s 
brief history that the Kenneth 
Thompson-coached squad has 
received the prestigious honor. 

Thompson expressed appre-
ciation to team members for 
their accomplishment and sent 
a campus-wide e-mail thanking 
faculty members for their dedi-
cation in helping student-ath-
letes succeed in the classroom. 

“A special thanks to all the 

instructors who work with 
my athletes in the classroom,” 
Thompson wrote. “Thank you 
for working with these young 
ladies as they move to accom-
plish long-term goals for the 
future. Even though these 
girls are very focused on their 
responsibilities, you are just 
as big a part of this award for 
what you do in the academic 
classroom with your students. 
Kudos to you as this is a reflec-
tion on your hard work as well. 
I will continue to strive to push 
each of my athletes, both male 
and female, to reach for high-
er and higher goals, but I will 

need your help to keep pushing 
them in the classroom as well. 
Again, thank you for what you 
do for our students as we strive 
to make East Central soccer the 
best it can be.” 

The Lady Soccer Warriors 
also received NJCAA Academ-
ic Team of the Year honors in 
2005 and 2009. In the 2010, the 
squad finished second by 0.02 
points. The squad has never 
finished lower than sixth in the 
nation since the program’s in-
ception in 2005. 

Several soccer players were 
also recognized as NJCAA  

Lady Warriors Win National Award

ECCC Awarded Reaffirmation of  Accreditation  
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College recently 
received notification of reaffirmation of ac-
creditation from the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools (SACS) Commission 
on Colleges, announced new ECCC Presi-
dent Dr. Billy Stewart.

Dr. Stewart said ECCC was included 
among colleges awarded reaffirmation of ac-
creditation at the June 2012 meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the SACS Commission 
on Colleges.

“We are very pleased East Central Com-
munity College has again received reaffir-
mation of accreditation for a 10-year period,” 
said Dr. Stewart, who began serving as the 
College’s eighth president on July 1, 2012. 
“This recognition validates what we know: 
the institution continues to provide a high-
quality, post-secondary educational experi-

ence for students 
throughout our 
five-county ser-
vice area. How-
ever, this reaf-
firmation is also 
a challenge to 
continue to im-
prove the quality 
of the college’s 
programs and 
services.” 

“The reaffir-
mation process 
has resulted in 
many positive 
outcomes for our 
college,” added 
Dr. Stewart, “in-
cluding the implementation of the Fresh-
man Year Experience program, The Warrior 

Path to Success, identified by the College as 
its Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP).”

Each institution applying for reaffirma-
tion of accreditation through SACS is re-
quired to develop a QEP that addresses one 
or more issues that contribute to the im-
provement of student learning.

Dr. Teresa Houston, the college’s new 
Vice President for Instruction, explained, 
“The College has developed a QEP to as-
sist students in their transition to college 
life.  Beginning with those who enroll in the 
fall of 2012, all first-time, full-time, at-risk 
developmental students will be enrolled 
in The Warrior Path to Success which is 
designed to provide students with tools 
and techniques, not just for academic suc-
cess, but success in all facets of their lives. 
This experience will engage students in ac-
tivities that will promote their social and  

DR. STEWART

See AWARD, PAGE 3

See WBW, PAGE 6

See LEADERS, PAGE 2

See ECCC, PAGE 3

Seger named Editor 
of  The Tom-Tom

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Taking the helm as editor of East 
Central Community College’s student 
newspaper, The Tom-Tom, is Addreonna 
Seger of Newton for the 2012-13 school 
year. 

“I am very excited about this position 
and hope to lead the newspaper staff in 
a professional manner while also repre-
senting the students’ voices of ECCC,” 
Seger said.

A sophomore English major, she is a 
second-year member of The Tom-Tom 
staff. Seger has had additional work 
twice published in the World Poetry 
Movement. 

The honor student was recently award-
ed the Ovid S. & Carol Vickers Scholar-
ship.

At ECCC, she is a also a member of the 
Art Club.

This summer, Seger served as an in-
tern for Organizing for America for the 
State of Mississippi, working for Presi-
dent Barack Obama as a part of his 
grassroots campaign for re-election.

Joining Seger in leading The Tom-
Tom is Design Editor Holli Nutt of 
Morton. This is Nutt’s second year to 
serve on newspaper staff and will be 
her second semester overseeing the de-
sign layout of the student newspaper. 
She is a poultry science major. She is 
a member of Phi Theta Kappa Honor  

Nutt, Griffin Assist  
in Leading Newspaper Staff

SEGER

GRIFFIN

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Campus Leaders: Pictured above are 2012-2013 student 
government officers at East Central Community College. Students 
and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) Erin 
Thornton of Walnut Grove, SBA treasurer; and Shamiski Collier 
of Philadelphia, SBA secretary and (back row, from left) Jeremy 
Carson, Student Body Association (SBA) president; and Hannah 
Farmer, SBA vice president, both of Decatur. Director of Housing/
Student Activities Marcie Pinson serves as sponsor. 

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

FILE PHOTO
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As a community college transfer, your move to The University 
of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your 
life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of 

the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:

•	Your	academic	course	work	during	your	first	two	years	will plug 
right into our bachelor’s degree programs	and	let	you	stay	on	track.

•	Average	junior-	and	senior-level	classes at Ole Miss have 20-30 
students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are 
taking	now.

•	Our	Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the 
combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you 
will	need	to	finance	your	education.	

•	Our	Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per 
year	for	two	years)!		Transfer	students	with	a	3.5	GPA	on	at	least	
48 transferable community college credit hours and membership 
in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship. 
Please	contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Ty	Allushuski	in	the	Office	of	
Enrollment	Services	at	800-OLE-MISS	(in	Mississippi)	or	662-
915-7226	for	more	details.	

•	Our	Community	College	Excellence	Scholarship	is	worth		1,000	
a	year	(a	total	of	2,000	over	your	last	two	years).		Community	
College	students	with	a	3.0	GPA	on	48	transferable	hours	will	
be	eligible	for	this	scholarship.			Contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Ty	
Allushuski	in	the	Office	of	Enrollment	Services	at	662-915-7226	
for more details.

Come	and	visit	campus,	talk	with	our	faculty,	staff	and	students,	
and	see	how	easy	it	will	be	to	take	the	next	step!

Ole Miss!@
You’ll Fit

Right in

It’s	the	right	move

Houston Selected VP of Instruction
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Dr. Teresa L. Houston was recently 
selected Vice President for Instruction 
at East Central Community College, an-
nounced ECCC President Dr. Billy W. 
Stewart. Dr. Houston’s employment was 
approved at the June 2012 meeting of the 
College’s Board of Trustees.

Dr. Houston, who began her new duties 
on July 1, 2012, previously served as As-
sociate Dean of Instruction at East Mis-
sissippi Community College on the May-
hew campus.

In recommending Dr. Houston for em-
ployment, Dr. Stewart said she “exhib-
ited the deepest understanding of each 
of the programs at the College for which 
the position is responsible, including ar-
eas such as developmental education, 
academic instruction, career-technical in-
struction, workforce education and learn-
ing resources.”

Dr. Stewart, who also began his ten-
ure at ECCC on July 1, said Dr. Houston 
“exhibited the strongest commitment and 
passion to move the instructional process 
at East Central Community College for-
ward with an emphasis on student learn-

ing and instructional excellence.”
Dr. Houston began her community col-

lege career as an instructor of mathemat-
ics at EMCC in August 2000. From 2000-
02, she also served Mississippi State 
University-Starkville in leadership posi-
tions in the Mississippi Alliance for Mi-
nority Participation (MAMP) program as 
well as the Increasing Minority Access to 
Graduate Education (IMAGE) Summer 
Bridge Program. 

Following eight years as an instructor 
at EMCC’s Mayhew campus, where she 
also served as Phi Theta Kappa adviser, 
Dr. Houston was named Associate Dean 

of Instruction at EMCC’s Scooba campus, 
where her duties included oversight of in-
struction on the Scooba campus and the 
daily operations of the College’s Meridian 
Naval Air Station and Macon sites. 

A graduate of St. Joseph High School, 
Dr. Houston continued her education at 
MSU-Starkville, where she received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics in 1998; 
a Master of Science in Secondary Math-
ematics Education in 2000; and a Doc-
tor of Philosophy in Community College 
Leadership in 2007.DR. HOUSTON

Wo-He-Lo Wins Awards 
at State Competition

FROM STAFF REPORTS 

The Wo-He-Lo yearbook of 
East Central Community Col-
lege recently received one fi rst 
place award, a third place award 
and placed fourth in categorical 
competition against other state 
community college yearbooks.

“The staff and myself were 
pleased with the results of the 
yearbook competition and es-
pecially proud that our theme 
‘Defi ne EC’ won fi rst place in 
it’s category,” Gennie Phillips, 
publications coordinator and ad-
viser for the yearbook said. “The 
yearbook staff worked diligently 
to produce a high quality book 
that could compete with other 
community college’s around the 
state, and that is just what they 
did.”

Phillips said the staff worked 

together to choose the theme 
of the book and incorporate it 
throughout the publication. 

“Co-editors Ashley Moore and 
Raychal Reed did an exceptional 
job leading the staff from last 
year,” Phillips said. “We look 
forward to taking these results 
and improving upon them for 
this year’s yearbook.”

The Wo-He-Lo also placed 
third in the category of Cover 
Design and fourth in Copy. The 
publication fi nished sixth in the 
state overall.

Ashley Moore of Carthage 
and Raychal Reed of Louisville 
served as co-editors for the 
2012-12 yearbook. Moore is pur-
suing her bachelor’s degree as 
an English major at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi and Reed is a 
physical therapy major at Mis-
sissippi State University.

Wo-He-Lo announces Co-Editors Barnett, Wooten
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Wo-He-Lo yearbook for East Central 
Community College co-editors for its 72nd 
edition are Jessica Barnett of Forest and 
Erin Wooten of Carthage. 

“Erin and I are really excited about this 
school year and what it has in store for all 
of us here at ECCC,” Barnett said. “We are 
revamping the look of the book and think 
the students, administration, faculty and 
staff will really like the end product.”

The co-editors have already begun the 
planning process for the upcoming year-
book and have been meeting with staff 
members to prepare for the publication.

“We have been working hard to get pre-
liminary plans made for the yearbook,” 
Wooten said. “We are looking forward to 
meeting other incoming freshmen and stu-

dents who are in-
terested in be-
ing a part of the 
yearbook staff 
and capturing 
memories here 
with us.”

Publ icat ions 
C o o r d i n a t o r 
Gennie Phillips, 
who serves as 
advisor for year-
book and news-
paper staffs, said 
there will be a 
panel of assis-
tant editors who 
will be assist-
ing Barnett and 
Wooten with editorial duties.  

“We have a 
great year ahead 
and look for-
ward to having 
the staff come 
together to best 
capture the 
2012-13 school 
year,” Phillips 
said. 

Any student 
wishing to join 
the yearbook 
staff should con-
tact Phillips by 
e-mail at gphil-
lips@eccc.edu or 
stop by her offi ce 
in the lower level 
of Huff Auditorium in Offi ce number 43. 

BARNETT WOOTEN

Society, where she serves as 
vice president for public rela-
tions. She is a member of the 

Wo-He-Lo yearbook staff, East 
Central Environmental Club, 
Astronomy Club, Warrior Corps, 
Diamond Darlings. She is also a 
member of the State Champion 
4-H Poultry Judging Team.

Serving as cartoonist for The 
Tom-Tom is Claire Griffi n of 
Decatur. She is a sophomore lib-
eral arts major. She is the presi-
dent of Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society, sophomore president 

of the Student Body Associa-
tion, a member of the Wo-He-Lo
yearbook staff, Ac’cents show 
choir, Baptist Student Union, 
Diamond Darlings and Concert 
Choir.

LEADERS
From Page 1
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It’s time to move on to the next phase! Have 
you considered MC? Mississippi College is the 
largest private university in the state. MC is also 
extremely transfer friendly. We offer challenging 
academics to keep you sharp, a thriving campus 
life to keep you busy, and a solid Christian 
foundation to keep you grounded. 

admissions@mc.edu  |  601.925.3800

Box 4026 | Clinton, MS 39058 | 800.738.1236

Visit us at www■mc■edu 
& start your application today.

The MC Choctaws compete in

  Men’s &  
  woMen’s

nCAA Division iii 
sPorTs 
as a member of the American 
southwest Conference [AsC]

16
Forbes recently ranked 
MC as one of the  

“Best College Buys”  
in the nation.

top

approximately 

students 
including undergraduate, 

graduate & law school

5300
the state of Mississippi’s 

largest and
oldest

private university 

CHeCk out WHat MC Can do for you!

economic mobility.”
Dr. Stewart added, “This 

achievement would not have 
been possible without the dedi-
cated and talented people who 
teach, work and serve students 
at ECCC and who worked dili-
gently to earn this reaffi rmation 
of accreditation.”

ECCC received notifi cation of 
the accreditation status in a let-
ter from Dr. Belle S. Wheelen, 
President, SACS Commission 
on Colleges.

In her statement on the SACS 
Commission on Colleges Web 
site, Dr. Wheelen noted when 
an institution has earned ac-
creditation by the Commission 
on Colleges, it signifi es that it 
“has a purpose appropriate to 
higher education and has the re-
sources, programs and services 

suffi cient to accomplish and sus-
tain that purpose.”

Dr. Wheelen further stated 
achieving and sustaining ac-
creditation status “also ensures 
that institutions provide quality 
programs for students, which 
determines eligibility for Title 
IV funds (fi nancial aid).”

The Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges is the regional 
body for the accreditation of 
degree-granting higher educa-
tion institutions in the Southern 
states. The Commission’s mis-
sion “is the enhancement of edu-
cational quality throughout the 
region and it strives to improve 
the effectiveness of institutions 
by ensuring that institutions 
meet standards established by 
the higher education commu-
nity that address the needs of 
society and students.”

For more information, contact 
the Commission on Colleges.

Academic All-Americans. Rec-
ognized for Superior Academ-
ic Achievement were Nikki 
Cumberland and Wendy Mc-
Cracken Burns, both products 
of Newton County High School. 
Miguel Medrano, a member of 
the Warrior soccer team, was 
recognized for Exemplary Aca-
demic Achievement. Medrano 

is a product of East Ascension 
High School in Gonzales, La. 

The Warrior baseball team 
fi nished second in the national 
academic competition with a 
3.37 grade point average. Team 
member Evan Humphries of 
Louisville was recognized for 
Exemplary Academic Achieve-
ment. The Diamond Warriors 
are led by head coach Neal Hol-
liman. 

The Warrior tennis team 
placed third nationally with a 

3.50 grade point average. Kyle 
Watson and Dianne O’Neill 
serve as co-head coaches. 

Women’s softball posted a 
3.49 grade point average and 
placed seventh in the nation. 
Several players also received 
individual honors. Kelsi Wat-
son of Smithville High School 
and Kaetlen Brown of Edge-
wood Academy (Ala.) were 
recognized for Superior Aca-
demic Achievement. Receiving 
Exemplary Academic Achieve-

ment recognition were Hae-
lie Allen of Leake Academy, 
Haylee Roberts of Enterprise; 
Emily Lucy of Newton County 
High School; and Eden McGee 
of Neshoba Central. Scott Hill 
served as head coach.   

The Lady Warrior tennis 
team fi nished 10th with a 3.40 
grade point average. Kyle Wat-
son and Dianne O’Neill serve 
as co-head coaches. 

EC’s golf team placed 25th 
nationally with a 3.03 grade 

point average. Chris Clark 
serves as head coach. 

Former Warrior football 
player Tate Rogers of Louis-
ville received Superior Aca-
demic Achievement honors. 
Brian Anderson serves as head 
coach.  

According a news release 
from the NJCAA Headquar-
ters in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
more than 450 teams qualifi ed 
for academic team accolades. 
Nearly 60,000 student-athletes 

competed in the NJCAA for 
the 2011-12 academic year on 
more than 3,500 teams in 28 
different sports. 

The 2011-12 season marks 
the 29th year the NJCAA has 
recognized the success of its 
student-athletes in the class-
room. With minimal changes, 
the NJCAA academic awards 
program has been in place 
since 1983.

ECCC
From Page 1

AWARD
From Page 1

Tips for Having Success at ECCC
BY JESSICA BARNETT

Sta�  Writer

For all of the entering freshmen and 
transfers, welcome!  I hope this will be a 
great year for you all, but to help with the 
fi rst couple of weeks here are some helpful 
hints!

If you don’t enjoy getting tickets then 
get a decal for your vehicle, count to three 
Mississippi at all stop signs, and park only 
at designated EC parking areas.  The cam-
pus police will ensure that you do so even 
if it’s multiple times.  It is part of their job!

So that you don’t get so stressed, get to 
know the campus and Blackboard.  Know-
ing where you’re going is always a good 
thing especially when it pertains to your 
classes.  Blackboard is an on-line site that 

records your grades, absences, and so on.  
Make sure to use your absences wisely dur-
ing the fi rst few weeks of the semester or 
not at all.  Towards the end of the semes-
ter things will slow down, and I’d rather 
skip a day when nothing is going on than 
miss a day of those much needed notes.  It 
also always seems like an emergency or an 
illness happens when you have used up all 
of your skips.  So be very mindful of them!

Rob Parker, a sophomore, said, “Time 
management is something you’ve really 
got to master; especially, when you have 
all of your classes back-to-back!”

Don’t procrastinate!  More than half of 
the unnecessary stress in your life will be 
avoided if you do that.  And who doesn’t 
want good grades?!  If you are diligent in 
your work, and you respect your profes-

sors, they are more willing to help you 
than a student who just wants to get by.

Cain Prestage, a sophomore, said, “The 
library can become your home away from 
home!  Everyone there is really nice and 
will help you with whatever you need.”

If you are living on campus, be a good 
roommate.  Get to know their schedule 
and when they like taking a shower.  Ev-
eryone needing to take a shower at once 
and only having ten minutes until class 
will not work!  Also, don’t become glued to 
your roommate.  

Get involved!  There are organizations 
and clubs all over campus.  Find what in-
terests you and meet new people.

Now fi nally food…. Thursdays are chick-
en day.  You should get there early because 
there is always a long line.  It is EC’s best!  

Other than the school’s cafeteria and grill, 
the Baptist Student Union (BSU) meets 
every Wednesday at noon and has great 
lunches for a $1 donation.  The proceeds 
go to helping student summer missions.  
All of the lunches are great, but they are 
most famous for Chicken Man Day.  You 
will have to go and fi nd out yourself why it 
is so famous!  

Julie Myers, a sophomore, said, “The 
BSU’s lunches are always something I 
look forward to, but my favorite is when 
the Chicken Man comes!”

Overall, just have fun this year and not 
stress out too mu ch!  I hope this heads up 
will help make your fi rst couple of weeks 
at EC a smooth transition for you all!JESSICA BARNETT

Staff Writer

ECCC Holds Ground breaking for Cross Hall 
Renovations: East Central Community College 

held ground breaking ceremonies on June 12, to 
begin renovations of Cross Hall Science Building, 
originally constructed in 1961 to house biological 
and chemical sciences. Taking part in the special 

ceremony were (from left) ECCC Board of Trustees 
offi cers Jerry Smith (vice chairman) of Philadel-

phia, Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth (chairman) of Lake 
and Royce Shaw (secretary) of Forest; Curt Skip-

per, Chairman of the Science Division; and former 
ECCC President Dr. Phil Sutphin. The construction 

project is expected to be complete by summer 2013 
at an estimated cost of $3 million. Upgrades include 

state-of-the-art classrooms with multi-media pro-
jection capabilities as well as LED lighting and an 

energy effi cient heating and cooling system. During 
his remarks, Dr. Sutphin said “Enrollment growth at 

the college has exceeded the capacity of the cur-
rent facility. These renovations will handle the cur-

rent students, plus allow us to expand in the future.”

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
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Welcome back Warriors!
Fall semester has officially begun! You can tell for sure 

because it’s in the news now. Sorry, editor’s charm. I 
hope that’s okay. 

In all seriousness, I am very excited to 
welcome back the staff and the returning 
sophomores. Here’s to another semester 
of doing what we all love. Whether it be 
teaching or preparing ourselves for our 
bright futures. I am glad to be back with 
you all. 

A very special welcome to our new Presi-
dent, Dr. Billy Stewart. If you see him 
around, take a moment to welcome him to 
our school and say hello. 

To our incoming freshman, we are happy 
that you have chosen East Central to con-
tinue your education. We know you have 
a choice when selecting colleges and we’re 
happy to have been your choice!

There are a few bits of wisdom we would 
like you to have to make your transition 
between high school and college easier. The first week is always 
a bit rough. Make sure you go to class early. It is easy to get lost 
in an unfamiliar place. Going to class earlier ensures you will be 
able to find your class and in some cases, like in the science and 
psychology departments, get a better seat. Rule of thumb, early 
bird gets the worm. If you’re early, you’ll be on time. If you’re on 
time, you’re probably running late. 

Be aware of clubs and activities. This is important, especially 
for freshman. Typically, when college students make the transi-
tion from high school to college they don’t have many friends in 
their new surroundings. This is a very lonely and isolating feel-
ing. Clubs and activities are important for new students to meet 
friends and create bonds between themselves, their teachers, and 
their fellow students. 

When in doubt, ask! Never be afraid to ask for directions or 
instructions if you are unsure. It’s okay to not know sometimes. 
We have a courteous and friendly staff and they are always ready 
to help with any questions or concerns you might have. 

Please be aware of campus rules. This isn’t high school, but it 
is a place of learning. We highly value common respect of one an-
other and their rights to an education. The rules aren’t in place to 
tell you what you can and can’t do but rather, to help make sure 
that every student gets the education they’ve come to receive. 

Always keep your ID with you. This is very important. You will 
need your ID to do anything on campus. Your ID is used to buy 
bookstore items including textbooks and supplies, meals in the 
cafeteria or at The Grill, and to check out books or use a comput-
er from the library.  Your ID is $10 to replace, don’t lose it!

We are aware that sometimes the abbreviations on your sched-
ules for the buildings where your classes are going to be held 
are hard to understand, but, there are resources to make finding 
your way around much easier. In Student Services as well as in 
the administration office there are maps available that explain 
everything more clearly. Again, when in doubt, ask!

We are looking forward to a great semester with everyone. 
—Addreonna Seger

Editor

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

JEREMY CARSON
SBA President

DR. StEwARt

More often than not, you 
meet people in positions 
of power who behave 

in a manner unbecoming of a 
leader. 

This is not the case with our 
newest President here at East 
Central.  I had the opportunity 
to speak with Dr. Billy Stewart 
recently and I have to say, I am 
very honored and proud to have 
him here as our new President. 
Dr. Stewart grew up in Pearl, 
where he was reared and went 
to school. His mother and father 
still live in the home that he 
was reared in and will soon be 
celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary. He also has one sis-
ter who lives in Magee.  Through-
out the interview Dr. Stewart 
recalls tales of family, value, and dignity. It would appear that Dr. 
Stewart was born to lead. Most of this, he attributes to his faith in 
Christ, and the rest to his family. 

Dr. Stewart attended Pearl High School where he was a very 
involved student. He played basketball and was student body presi-
dent. A young leader already, he recalls that, “It was a wonderful 
experience. Being student body president was my first lesson in 
leadership. It really taught me not to drag people with you but to 
lead them.”  From Pearl High School he continued his education at 
the University of Southern Mississippi. Because of a knee injury he 
focused less on basketball and more on his academics and learning 
more about being a leader. He was active in campus life instead. 
However, he wasn’t involved in the party scene. He was part of a 
fraternity and one of the only non-drinkers. Dr. Stewart wasn’t 
ashamed of this though. He wasn’t worried about fitting in or being 
‘cool.’ “At my fraternity parties it wasn’t unusual to have a special 
area set up in the corner with RC Cola and Moon pies with a note 
that said ‘for Billy’ there. I’m not sure if they were joking but I took 
it as a compliment,” he said with a smile. 

This got him the perpetual role of designated driver. He recalls 
getting a lot of his friends home safely many times.  He was in-
volved in Student Body Government, as well.  He also shows a 
humorous side during the interview saying, “I graduated with a 
4.0. I never made a B. My mother made me put that I graduated 
with a 4.0 on my resume.”

Some of his most memorable tales from high school include how 
he learned about priorities, his leadership in Bible studies, and his 
victory of being elected Mr. USM.  He adds, “College taught me pri-
orities. Life is about choices and some of them seem so insignificant 
like which route will I take to work today? But, that small choice 
could affect my whole life forever. ‘Don’t let the important be the 
victim of the trivial.’ One of the most important things I did was 
lead a Bible study at the University. I did it for a while and the 
population was so small, usually just myself. There was one other 
guy sometimes but he was hardly ever there. So I was about ready 
to give it up and then the following fall I had about 30-45 people 
who started showing up for this Bible study night.”

It is clear that Dr. Stewart loves USM and shows his love in 
memorabilia, which covers the shelves of his office. “My heart is 
black and gold USM and now black and gold East Central.”

Addreonna Seger (AS): What did you want to be when you 
were in College?

Dr. Stewart: I was prepared to teach high school. I was a his-
tory major. I love history. 

AS: You’ll love Dr. Crenshaw, then.
Dr. Stewart: Oh, I have heard wonderful things. 
AS: His lectures are amazing. He loves his job. I don’t think he 

could do anything else. He gets into it so if you see him dressed 
as Alexander the Great out in the front of the school, don’t worry, 
he’s just teaching a class. 

Dr. Stewart: That’s okay. I would probably go out and join him. 
I was known, in my high school history classes, for getting up on 
the desk dressed as Abraham Lincoln and quoting his speeches. 

AS: So tell us a little bit more about what led you to this point 
as President of East Central.

Dr. Stewart: (I) loved history and wanted to teach. Just wasn’t 
sure what I was going to do. The USM Alumni Board asked me 
to be a field representative and I did. I kind of liked it, but I re-
ally wanted to work on my master’s degree and couldn’t do both 
because I would miss classes being out working in the field the 
day before. I interviewed at Pearl High School and got offered a 
job teaching.  I had another opportunity at the same time, for a 
coaching job at the university level.  So I had this decision to make 
between coaching and teaching at Pearl and didn’t know what I 
wanted to do. So I called my father and asked him what I should 
do. And he told me that the only thing a man has is his word. 
While I really wanted to coach at (the) university level, I had 
already given my word to Pearl to join the faculty.  So my wife and 
I moved to Pearl and I started teaching there. I loved it. It was 
great. After two years, I was asked to be assistant principal and 
absolutely hated it.  We had 1,000 students (in grades) 9-12. Nine 
hundred fifty (of them) were wonderful. But the problem is that 
there were 50 who made a lot of trouble. I was young and idealistic 
and wanted to help them but it didn’t work out that way so I was 
very disheartened.  I was teaching an economics class and talking 
about careers and I told my students that they should never pick 
a career that they hate because life is too short to be working at 
a job that you don’t absolutely love. So, one of my students came 
up to me the next year and asked if I enjoyed what I was doing 
and I told him that I hated it. He told me to be a man of my word 
and quit. I realized he was right. So I finished out my contract, to 
keep my word to Pearl. It took a senior in high school to move me 
forward.  After I got my PhD from Mississippi State University I 
moved on to work at the community college level. My first job at 
the college level was at Copiah-Lincoln (Community College) in 
Wesson.  I was Dean of Community Services. I was going out and 
representing the college, basically. I did that for seven-and-a-half 
years. Then, the president there let me know that a new Center 
was opening in Simpson County and asked if I wanted to be Dean 
there. I told him that I would take the job, if we could operate on 
a four-day schedule... It was just a commuter center. We ended up 
being successful.  Then, I got a visit from Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College and offered a job there.  I accepted that posi-
tion after a week of vacation and prayer and my family and I knew 
it was the right thing.  I really have been blessed with jobs, except 

Meet the New President, 
Plans for the Future

Welcome to EC, Great Year Ahead
Welcome back!

I would like to welcome all the 
freshmen and returning sopho-

mores back to campus. This year is going 
to be awesome!

 I am your bridge to the administra-
tion and your direct line to the college 
President. If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact me. I am ALL over 
campus so you should not have any prob-
lems finding me! 

The Student Body Association has a lot 
of activities planned out for the course 
of the year that I hope all will try to be 
involved in. Let’s make this year the best 
the campus has! 

Again, welcome back and have a blast!
—Jeremy Carson, SBA President

Tidbits of Warrior Wisdom

BY CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

Freedom!:  A word that never sounded so sweet.  You’re final-
ly out of high school and maybe even out of your parents’ 
house.  It is the time to run your 

own life and make your own decisions.
So, what are you going to do?!  Are 

you going to go crazy, or are you going to 
get prepared for your future?  There is 
a third option… a little bit of both!  It’s 
NOT possible!  Good grades and late 
nights with maybe a couple of hours of 
sleep don’t work.  You may think it does, 
but it doesn’t.  Besides, it will aid to the 
everyday stress levels.  This college, stress 
comes with the territory.

You are going to have the year that you 
want to have.  So don’t try to blame oth-
ers and be mad at the world when you’re 
failing, or you get cut out of a class due to 
absences.  It’s your choice and take re-
sponsibility for your actions.  You are all 
young adults, and with one simple decision, you can change so 
much.  Do what makes you truly happy!

—Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

See STEWART, PAGE 5

It’s Your Choice

JESSICA BARNEtt
Staff Writer

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   
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the assistant principal job... I 
hated that! 

AS: Tell us a little about 
your family?

Dr. Stewart:  Well, my 
wife and I have been married 
for 20 years. (She is the) best 
thing that ever happened to 
me other than my faith and 
salvation. Marrying her has 
just been outstanding. She’s 
my best friend. She’s a middle 
school English teacher. She 
taught to put me through 
MSU.  I have four children — 
Stephen, Will, Elizabeth and 
Emily. Stephen loves band 
and music. He plays trombone 
and guitar. Will loves athlet-
ics and is currently very into 
tennis. Elizabeth is one of the 
most sensitive young ladies 
anyone will ever meet. If she 
sees someone with a need she 
will go up to them and help 
them out. She loves doing mis-
sion work and working with 
children. She’s an amazing 
baby sitter as well, if anyone 
should ever need one. Then 
Emily, she’s just the sweetest 
girl. That’s how people know 
her. So, four kids that I could 
not be more proud of. I told my 
wife when I married her that I 
would take her places. I don’t 
think she thought I meant 
Decatur, Mississippi. 

AS: Well you didn’t lie.
Dr. Stewart: No, I didn’t. I 

took her places, but I think she 
thought more along the lines 
of New York and Chicago.

AS: How are they taking the 
move?

Dr. Stewart: Moving 
around as much as we have, 
initially they didn’t take 
it well. They made a lot of 
friends in Wiggins. But all 
of them agreed that if God 
wanted us to move, it would be 
OK.  I hope that it is indicative 
of the strength of my family. 
They’ve been adjusting well. 

AS: What was the last movie 
that you saw?

Dr. Stewart: Well, I usually 
sleep through movies. But, the 
last one I saw, I went with my 
family to see Brave.

AS: What’s your favorite 
type of music?

Dr. Stewart: Christian 
music. Chris Tomlin is my 
favorite. I can still listen to 
some 80s as well. You know 
hair metal. Some of the 90s 
are tolerable. 

AS: What are some of your 
hobbies?

Dr. Stewart: I love collect-
ing sports memorabilia. I have 
tons of baseball cards.  

AS: Will we be seeing you 
around on campus and will 
you be interacting with stu-
dents?

Dr. Stewart: My job as 
President requires that I in-
teract with students. I’ve been 
walking around the campus 
lately going through all the 
buildings and people were 
pleasantly surprised to see me 
there. I see my responsibil-
ity to be visible on campus as 
much as possible. I need to be 
able to meet with students and 
talk with them and get opin-
ions with the understanding 
that we can’t do everything, 
but we will do whatever we 
can to be accommodating. I 
told the Board when I was 
hired that if I ever made a 
decision that was in my best 
interest instead of in the best 
interest of the school, that 
they should fire me because 
that’s like saying that I’m 
more important. I don’t see 
myself as more important than 
anyone who works here or at-
tends here. I just play a role.

For the first four or five 
months, I really just want to 
listen. I want to hear from 
students. What do students 
want to see, what can we do, 
and what would make their 
experience here better? I want 
to listen and then I want to act 
on these things. 

AS: What are some of your 
favorite books?

Dr. Stewart: There are two 
that I’ve read recently. One is 
called Radical by David Platt 
and it basically challenges 
Christians as believers to live 
their lives differently. It’s not 
an arrogant faith; it’s just a 
call to be different. I couldn’t 
get past page three for about 
three weeks because it kept 
making me evaluate my life. 
Then I read another book 
called Crazy Love by Francis 
Chan. It explores the things 
that God has done and how 
much he loves us and how 
crazy it is.

AS: What are your plans for 
ECCC and your biggest goal?

Dr. Stewart: We’re working 
on this thing called “20/20 Vi-
sion.” We are going to embark 
on a process to create a vision 
for the future. What do our 
staff, students, faculty, and 
community want to see happen 
with the Institution? What do 
we want to look like in 2020? 
It’s going to be a process. I 
want to create opportunities 
for input from everyone so 

that in 2020 we can look back 
and say: “Wow, we did that.” I 
want to get a vision out there 
and find out the things we 
need to get done. I told the 
Board when I was interviewed 
that I would be arrogant if I 
came and told them my exact 
plan of what EC needed to 
become without having been 
here but that it would have 
been irresponsible for me to 
not make a plan to learn and 
figure out how I could do the 
best job that I can. So with 
being involved, I plan to make 
sure that we can meet our goal 
to do whatever we have to do 
to make this school the best in 
every way.

AS: What is your favorite 
memory from college?

Dr. Stewart: Being voted 
Mr. USM. It was an honor. I 
was so humbled by it. 

AS: Who has been the most 
influential person in your life?

Dr. Stewart:  Christ would 
be my first answer. The person 
currently who has made the 
biggest difference in my life is 
my wife. She’s just wonderful. 
That’s all I know to say. Twen-
ty years ago, when she made 
the vow of “where you lodge I’ll 
lodge and where you go I’ll go” 
she meant that...To find that 
kind of loyalty, commitment, 
and dedication is amazing.  

AS: What are your most 
challenging and exciting parts 
of your transition to East 
Central?

Dr. Stewart: The most 
exciting is to get to work and 
meet with people as well 
as shape the vision of this 
institution. The most chal-
lenging thing is that I’ve had 
to leave behind some really 
great friends. The other part 
you mentioned, I need to see 
students and faculty as well 
as staff and interacting with 
administrators and supervi-
sors. There’s a lot of demand 
on your time, and always there 
for me are my family back 
home who need time with their 
daddy and husband. Learn-
ing to balance all my time is 
important. I have to make 
sure that I’m spending all my 
time wisely and being involved 
with all of the people I need to 
spend time with. 

AS: What is your favorite 
sport?

Dr. Stewart: I enjoy college 
basketball and the National 
Football League.

Dr. Stewart’s interview closes 
on an upbeat note as he adds:  
“I’m not here by myself. There 
are so many people who have 
helped me get to where I am 

now. ‘”This is not about me’ 
(it’s about EC and the institu-
tion) ‘I’m going to do my best to 
lead this institution.”’

stewArt
From Page 4

BY CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

from Dr. Lee’s Desk

Welcome to East Central 
Community College.  
We are excited that 

you are here and look forward 
to a great year!

With close to 3,000 students, 
there is much to do to distract 
you; so remember, you are here 
for an education.  The number 
one reason for failure in college 
is absences so do not miss a 
class.  Cramming the night be-
fore a test will not work in col-
lege so study hard in advance.  

Student Services personnel 
are here to assist you.  Our mis-
sion is to assist you in attaining 
your goals.  You are the reason 
we are here so let us know how we can help you.  We cannot read 
minds so talk to us so that we can steer you in the right direction.  
We maintain office hours Monday through Thursday until 6:00 
p.m.  

Other offices in the Smith Student Union to utilize are the Ac-
tivity Center - available from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. Monday 
– Thursday and until 2:30 p.m. on Fridays.  It has areas to relax 
and play games and a fitness center; the new Student Success 
Center available 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. daily for a quiet study 
area and computer lab; and the Student Grill is open for supper 
until 7 p.m. each night.

Please take advantage of the various activities and join a club 
or two as we have more than 35 different student organizations.  
If you have suggestions about improving campus life see the Di-
rector of Housing & Student Activities, Ms. Marcie Pinson (e-mail 
mpinson@eccc.edu/635-6213).   

Speaking of activities and things you do not want to miss . . . 
Homecoming 2012 will be here before you know it on Saturday, 
September 29.  ECCC has a day of activities celebrating our tra-
ditional “homecoming’ of alumni from 60 years back.  We encour-
age you to stay on campus Friday night and attend Homecoming 
2011.  I challenge student organizations to run as a group in the 
annual 5K run/walk that morning at 7:30 a.m.

If you need anything at all you can reach me at 635-6375 or 
e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  The student services’ offices are located in 
the Eddie M. Smith Student Union.

Sincerely,,

Dr. Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

Welcome to ECCC

 DR. LEE

Getting registered to vote is one of the most important 
things a person can do as an American citizen. Voting 
gives the people the right to say that they were involved 

in something that shaped this country. 
Voter registration allows a person to 

make decisions on who will represent 
them on several different levels. There 
is a city level vote in which people can 
choose who they want to represent their 
particular city. These are the most im-
pactful elections because it’s on a small 
scale and people can voice their opinions 
to their city leaders more easily. 

Then there is the state level in which 
the state government is elected. Senators 
for the state are elected also. This is the 
second most important election a voter 
can have a part in because, while on a 
larger scale, is still very important. State 
senators are the voice of each state’s 
people in Congress.  

Last but most certainly not least, are 
the national voting levels. These are typically the Presidential 
elections. These, while the largest scale elections are extremely 
important. The President passes new laws and appoints mem-
bers of the Supreme Court. 

In any level of election, being registered to vote is necessary. 
Voter registration is an important part of being an American 
citizen. 

The process of getting registered to vote is very simple.  All a 
person has to do is go to their local circuit clerk’s office and ask 
for a voter registration form and then fill it out. Afterwards, all 
that is needed is a little patience. Voter registration cards are 
received via mail a couple weeks later.

Voter registration only takes moments and then the actual 
process of voting is extremely rewarding. Everyone should take 
the time and register.

—Addreonna Seger
Editor

Voter Registration is More  
Important than Some Believe

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, effi cient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety fi rst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to fi nd or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, fl ashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to fi nd the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.

SHARE YOUR  
THOUGHTS & IDEAS!

If you would like to submit a letter to the 
editor, question for Dr. Stewart, cartoon idea 

or a guest column, please e-mail them to 
tomtomwarriorpride@gmail.com

The Tom-Tom is the voice of the Warriors!



A Student Publication of East Central Community College The Tom-TomPage 6

EAST CENTRAL WARRIOR SOCCER 

2012 SCHEDULE 

Date  Day   Opponent  Location  Time 

08/23  Thursday  Wallace State Decatur  5:00 (men) 

08/25  Saturday  Pearl River  Decatur  3:00/5:00 
 

08/28  Tuesday  Jones   Ellisville  5:00/7:00 

08/31  Friday  Southwest  Summit  3:00/5:00  

09/05  Wednesday  Gulf Coast  Perkinston  5:00/7:00 

09/07  Friday  Meridian  Decatur  3:00/5:00 

09/11  Tuesday  Holmes*  Decatur  3:00/5:00  

09/14  Friday  Itawamba*  Decatur  2:00/4:00 

09/17  Monday  Co-Lin  Decatur  2:00/4:00 

09/19  Wednesday  Hinds*  Raymond  5:00/7:00  

09/21  Friday  Northwest* Decatur  2:00/4:00 

09/25  Tuesday  Southwest  Decatur  2:00/4:00 

09/28  Friday  Gulf Coast  Decatur  2:00/4:00 

10/03  Wednesday  Meridian  Meridian  5:00/7:00 

10/05  Friday  Holmes*  Ridgeland  2:00/4:00  

10/09  Tuesday  Itawamba*  Tupelo  5:00/7:00 

10/12  Friday  Hinds *  Decatur  2:00/4:00  

10/16  Tuesday  Northwest* Senatobia  2:00/4:00 

10/20  Saturday  State Tourney  Semi-finals  TBD  

10/21  Sunday  State Tourney Finals  TBD 

South Men’s Champion Host 
*represents division opponent 
 

If you want to take part and be active  
on campus, The Wo-He-Lo is the group  
for you!  Come join the staff and get  
connected with campus life!  
 
See Ms. Phillips in Huff Auditorium lower 
level or call 601-635-6364. 

DO YOU ENJOY  
WRITING OR TAKING PHOTOS ?  

IF SO, WE NEED YOU!  
Come join us! 

Yearbook Meeting 

Don’t Miss Out 
On The Fun! 

Reasons to take part: 
Get connected with campus life 

Represent ECCC 

Capture student activities 

Huff Auditorium 
Office No. 43 

Phone: 601-635-6364 
E-mail: gphillips@eccc.edu 

Contact:  
Gennie Phillips 
Yearbook  Advisor 

3 p.m., Tues., Aug. 28 
Student Publications Lab 
Huff Auditorium - Lower Level 

the proper covering is also wore, such as shorts and a tank or T-
shirt.

• Thursday, August 23: Foam Party/Dance on the Tennis 
Courts from 9 p.m. until midnight. The Foam Party/Dance will 
be great chance for students to just play in the foam (bubbles).  
Students are advised to wear clothing that will not get damaged 
by bubble foam. If students decide to wear a bathing suits they 
should make sure the proper covering is also worn, such as shorts 
and a tank or T-shirt.

WBW
From Page 1

ECCC Centralettes: Members of the East 
Central Community College Centralettes, 

the dance line for the Wall O’ Sound March-
ing Band for 2012-13, include (front row, 

from left) Brook Massey, Winston Academy; 
Emma Burton, Union; Kayla Covington, 

Nanih Waiya; Jayohnnie Slaughter, Newton 
County; Abbie Smith, Louisville; Hannah 
Farmer, Newton County; Kendall Taylor, 

Central Academy, Macon; Lauren Daniels 
and Hillary Williams, both of Neshoba Cen-

tral; Taylor Gressett, Newton County; and 
Kara Beth Johnson, Morton; and (back row, 

from left) Kasey Logan, Lake; Samantha 
Ellingburg, Newton County; Tori McInnis, 
Union; Emily Gully, Sylva Bay Academy, 
Bay Springs; Ashley Milner, Pillow Acad-

emy, Greenwood; Emilee Cox, Forest; Kara 
Miller, Newton County Academy; Kelsey 
Cox, Forest; Kenya Hickman, Louisville; 

and Caitlyn Sant, Newton County. Nichol 
Hillman serves as coordinator/choreogra-

pher. Hunter Corhern serves as director of 
bands and Ed Girling is assistant director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Cheerleading Squad: 
Leading cheers for East Central 
Community College’s football and 
basketball squads for 2012-13 
are (first row, from left) Heather 
Johnson and Lauren Ezelle, both 
products of Newton County High 
School; Laken Fulcher, Nanih 
Waiya; Lindsey McCool, Winston 
Academy; Mary Margaret Bailey, 
Philadelphia; Madison Stringer and 
Jordyn Landry, both of Newton 
County; and (back row, from left) 
Alex Hollingsworth, Newton Coun-
ty; Hannah Smith, Leake Academy; 
Lindsey Ezelle and David Williams, 
both of Newton County; Darin Hill-
man, Sebastopol; Maxey Parker 
(Warrior Chief Mascot), Noxapater; 
Hannah Kemp, Leake Academy; 
Payton Smith, Scott Central; and 
Madison Herrington, Union. Pam 
McKnight of Forest begins her first 
year as cheer coach.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

FILE PHOTO
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Vashika Goss of Philadel-
phia said she always “dreamed” 
of the moment when she re-
ceived her GED diploma. That 
dream finally came true for the 
37-year-old grandmother who 
was among the approximately 
50 students who received diplo-
mas from East Central Commu-
nity College President Dr. Billy 
Stewart at the GED Gradua-
tion held July 19, 2012, in Huff 
Auditorium. 

Goss, a certified nursing as-
sistant for Support Living, Inc., 
was one of two graduates who 
provided testimonials during 
the semi-annual ceremony. 
During her remarks, Goss said 
“it took 19 years to get here,” 
mainly due to various setbacks 
in her life. 

“Nobody knows what it cost 
me to get where I am today…
the stumbling blocks, hard-
ships, disappointments, all the 
struggles and all the losses,” 
she said while holding back 
tears. “Everything that could 
happen to stop me happened, 
but I did not allow life to dictate 
my success or my future.”  

“With every hardship, dis-
appointment and stumbling 

block,” she continued, “God al-
ways saw me out of it because 
I was determined to achieve my 
diploma, no matter what the 
cost. I always dreamed of this 
moment, and now God has al-
lowed my dream to come true.” 

One of the “obstacles” Goss 
faced was while a student at 
Neshoba Central High School. 

“I got married in July 1992 
when I was 17, just before my 
senior year,” she said.  “The 
following March I found out I 
was pregnant. As any mother 
would be, I was happy, but I 
had no idea what was about to 
happen. I didn’t count the costs 
before I decided to make such a 
major decision. I was working 
fulltime, going to school full-
time and I was pregnant. I got 
to where I had to give up some-
thing - it couldn’t be the job be-
cause I was married on my own 
with a mortgage, bills and a car 
note. I ended up dropping out of 
school six months before gradu-
ation.” 

By dropping out of school, 
Goss said she missed out on 
several college scholarship op-
portunities due to her 3.5 grade 
average. 

But as she stated, “I had ev-
erything going for me, and I 

chose to give it all up.” So for 
the past 19 years, Goss said she 
“struggled” just to survive. 

“But because God was there,” 
Goss reiterated, “I did make it. 
There were times I did not know 
how I would pay the rent or buy 
food…it was always one dead-
end job right behind the other. 
I was always walking off jobs or 
hearing the boss say, ‘I’ve got 
to let you go.’ Then there were 
times I had to work two jobs at 
a time just to make ends meet. I 
thought I knew everything, and 
I knew nothing.” 

To add to her situation, Goss 
said she was diagnosed with a 
lung ailment in 2007, but after 
“treatments and prayer” her 
lungs were declared “perfect” 
following an examination in 
January 2011. 

Goss, who took GED classes 
at Philadelphia and Decatur 
locations, said she would not 
have succeeded without the en-
couragement of others. 

“I thank God for my instruc-
tors and their hard work and 
dedication, and for believing in 
me when I didn’t believe in my-
self. I thank God for my biggest 
cheerleader of all, my mother 
(Margaret Ann Cullum). We 
didn’t always see eye-to-eye, but 
she believed in me and provided 
encouragement,” she said.Goss 
also thanked her former pastor, 
the Rev. Kenneth Clark, who 
“pushed me to obtain my GED 
after many years of giving up. 
He told me of his testimony in 
receiving the GED…and then 
he encouraged me to go for-
ward.” She gave credit to Bar-
bara Book

er, one of her instructors, for 
encouraging her to take the 
GED test. 

“If she had never pushed 
me to take the test, only God 
knows how Iong I would have 
waited,” she commented. Goss 
also thanked instructors, Mrs. 
Virginia Kite “for the laughs 
and talks we shared during 
class and the constant remind-
ers that I had what it took to 
succeed,” and Gloria and Lar-
ry Harms, “for their help with 
algebra and geometry….they 
were so patient with me, and 
for that I am thankful!” 

Now that she has received 
her GED, Goss said she chal-

lenges others who may need to 
obtain their high school equiva-
lency diploma. 

“I didn’t just come here to re-
ceive something,” she said, “but 
I also came here to give some-
thing. Today I came to encour-
age, provoke and push others to 
move forward…and to move for-
ward unafraid, and trust God to 
see you through to the end.” 

She is married to Tony Goss 
and they have three daugh-
ters, Kiana, LaKendra and Ga-
brielle. She also has an infant 
granddaughter, Airel Marie 
Hunter. They attend Taberna-
cle of Praise Church of God in 
Christ. 

Latisha Johnson of Decatur 
also provided a testimonial dur-
ing the GED Graduation pro-
gram. Johnson, 26, a Rankin 
County native, attended three 
different high schools before 
dropping out of school in the 
tenth grade. 

However, she never lost the 
desire to further her educa-
tion, as she stated during her 
remarks: “I am honored and 
humbled to express how grati-
fying it is to reach this goal in 
my life. I have had a few bumps 
and bruises along the way, but 
I refuse to let those memories 
block my progress in life. I have 
set higher goals for myself to 
become a better person and a 
better mother to my three chil-
dren.” 

Johnson expressed appre-
ciation to God, her family and 
friends, and GED instructors, 
Bryan and Mary Burt, and Ed 
McGowan, for “this victory and 
many more to come.”  

She added, “Without the love 
from my family, the support 
from my friends, and the en-
couragement from the GED in-
structors, I would not be stand-
ing before you tonight.” 

Johnson, who plans to contin-
ue her education at ECCC, said 
she once thought she had failed 
in life, “but then I realized that 
there are many who failed and 
have risen victorious.” She re-
ferred to Albert Einstein, who 
did not speak until he was four 
years old, and Michael Jor-
dan, who was cut from his high 
school basketball team. “With-
out failure, there can be no vic-
tory,” she said in conclusion. 

The Rev. Sheldon Thomas 
served as guest speaker for the 
GED Graduation. Also partici-
pating in the program were Dr. 
Teresa Houston, new ECCC 
Vice President for Instruction; 
GED instructor Ed McGowan, 
benediction; and GED graduate 
Kent Addy of Decatur, invoca-
tion. ECCC music instructor 
Len Bobo provided special mu-
sic.

GED GRADUATES
Receiving diplomas at the 

July 19, 2012, ceremony were 
Kent Addy, Latisha Johnson 
and Sherry Leighanne Wooten, 
all of Decatur; Vashika Goss, 
Kristen Michelle Bryan, Nikiya 
Cotton, Ian M. Fortenberry, 
James Dean Mattar, Brandon 
D. Miller, Sharaya Shumake, 
Kenisha Monique Thomas, 
Ethan Walker and Amanda 
Wheat, all of Philadelphia; Jose 
Juan Allende, Michael Jamar 
Crowther, Kayla Roshell John-
son, Larreesa Debrelle Pace 
and Robert Maurice Justin 
Payne, all of Newton; Gladys 
Rochelle Boyd and Jamie Nicole 
Ealy, both of Lena; Jimmy John 
Butler, Walnut Grove; Aaron 
N. Chipley, Deyonta Dewayne 
Ficklin and Scott Wilcher, all 

of Carthage; Demetrice Shanell 
Hardin, Carissa M. Hudson, 
Janet Elizabeth Koeder, Jacob 
William Prisock and Cassey 
Wells, all of Louisville; Jeffrey 
Kyle Havard, Conehatta; Annie 
Delorise Holiday, Courtney D. 
Ivy, Derricka Igenerick Lewis 
and Nancy Anette Rainer, all 
of Union; Keyidra Nicole Jones, 
Carolyn Marie Keeton, Leslie 
Patrick and Shanethia Walker, 
all of Forest; Lorenzo Antwain 
Powell, Kosciusko; Camron 
Lee Reid, Lake; Hope Dawn 
Skinner, Byram; Jazlyn Renea 
Lindsey, Lawanda Studdie and 
Kimberly Michelle Wilson, all 
of Morton; Jeremiah William 
Thornton, Brandon; Heather 
Nicole Vaughn, Lawrence;  and 
Amber Waller, Little Rock. 
ECCC offers free Adult Basic 
Education/GED classes at vari-
ous locations in the College’s 
five-county district, which in-
cludes Leake, Neshoba, New-
ton, Scott and Winston coun-
ties. 

For more information, contact 
Ryan Clarke, Director of Adult 
Basic Education and GED, 601-
635-6387 or call toll free, 877-
462-3222, ext. 387. The e-mail 
address is rclarke@eccc.edu. 
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GED Graduate Overcomes Obstacles to Realize ‘Dream’

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Johnson Provides Testimonial at GED Graduation: Latisha John-
son of Decatur is shown addressing fellow graduates at East Central 
Community College’s semi-annual GED Commencement held July 
19, 2012, in Huff Auditorium. Now that she has earned her GED 
diploma, Johnson said she “has set higher goals to become a better 
person and a better mother to my three children.”

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Goss Address Fellow GED Graduates: Vashika Goss of Philadel-
phia is shown providing her testimonial at East Central Community 
College’s semi-annual GED Graduation held July 19, 2012, in Huff 
Auditorium. Goss said “it took 19 years” to earn her GED diploma 
due to various setbacks in her life. Now that she has earned her 
GED diploma, Goss has challenged others who need a high school 
equivalency diploma to do the same.    

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Practical Nursing Program Graduates: East Central Community College recognized graduates of its Practical Nursing program during 
the annual pinning ceremony held July 31, 2012, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center. Completing the 12-month program were (first row, from 
left) Michelle Call, Meridian; Morgan Coleman, Carthage; Lara Elliott, Nanih Waiya; Suzy Lane, Philadelphia; and Kim Traxler, Polkville; and 
(standing from left) Patience Haynes, Noxapater; and Tami Godwin, Chunky, who are shown with Practical Nursing instructors Alicia Lund-
strom, Theresa Cole and Melanie Pinter. Suzy Lane was recognized as Practical Nursing Student of the Year and served as speaker. Also 
serving as program participants were ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart, welcome and comments; Vice President of Instruction Dr. Teresa 
Houston, introduction of faculty; Dean of Healthcare Education Denita Thomas, presentation of graduates; and graduates Morgan Coleman, 
invocation; and Lara Elliott, benediction. Graduates will begin their new careers after passing state board examinations scheduled later this 
year.  For more information on the College’s health-related programs, contact Denita Thomas, Dean of Healthcare Education, 601-635-6294 
or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 294. The e-mail address is dthomas@eccc.edu.  

Thomas Chosen Dean  
of Healthcare Education

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Denita Thomas of Noxapater recently began her new duties as 
Dean of Healthcare Education at East Central Community College.

Prior to her selection to the adminis-
trative position, Thomas served the past 
four years as a member of the College’s 
Associate Degree Nursing faculty, where 
her duties included teaching in the class-
room, supervising students in the hospi-
tal setting, assisting students with learn-
ing in the skills lab, advising students, 
serving as coordinator for the LPN to RN 
Bridge program, and coordinating and 
teaching students in the simulation lab.

Thomas, who was selected ECCC’s Ac-
ademic Instructor of the Year in 2011-12, 
was a member of the College’s first class 
of ADN graduates in 1996. She said it is 
with “great pride” that her path in life 
has led her to return as an instructor and 
now Dean of Healthcare Education.

In addition to serving as an ADN in-
structor at ECCC, Thomas works as a family practitioner with 
Quality Hospice in Philadelphia. 

Prior to her employment at the College in 2008, Thomas served as 
a family nurse practitioner with Neshoba Pediatric Medical Clinic 
in Philadelphia. She began her nursing career in 1996 with Magna 
Home Health of Philadelphia and continued at Louisville Group 
Homes-Hudspeth Center of Louisville.

“I have enjoyed all of my nursing opportunities,” Thomas said. 
“Since becoming a registered nurse 15 years ago, I have worked in 
areas of home health and mental health. As a family practitioner 
since 2007, I have experience in areas of pediatrics, hospice and 
education. I enjoy working with patients and students.”

Now that she is serving as healthcare dean, Thomas said she 
plans to continue the tradition of excellence in the healthcare pro-
grams at East Central.  “We are committed to the preparation 
of students to meet the healthcare needs of the community in a 
knowledgeable, caring and professional manner.”

In addition to Associate Degree Nursing, EC offers Practical 
Nursing, Surgical Technology and EMT-Paramedic Technology.

Thomas holds the bachelor and master’s degrees in nursing from 
the University of Southern Mississippi. She recently completed the 
Mississippi Community College Leadership Academy in Jackson.

 She received a NISOD (National Institute for Staff and Organi-
zational Development) Excellence Award in 2011-12.

She is a member of the Pulmonary Hypertension Association, Phi 
Kappa Phi Honorary Society, Sigma Sigma Theta Tau Internation-
al Honor Society of Nursing, Mississippi Nurses Association and 
American Nurses Association.

She also holds membership in ECCC’s Alumni and Faculty as-
sociations.

Thomas is married to Sergeant Major John Thomas and they 
have two children: Alex, a 2012 ECCC graduate now attending the 
University of Southern Mississippi; and Adam, a sixth-grader at 
Winston Academy.

THOMAS

We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization  

to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.



A Student Publication of East Central Community College The Tom-TomPage 8

Moodys Striving to Meet ‘Special Needs’ with Scholarship
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
 
Their experience in raising a 

developmentally challenged son 
gave Bobby and Ann Moody of 
Louisville the insight into the 
impact that special education 
can have in determining quality 
of life, productivity, and maxi-
mum independence for special 
needs students. 

“Because of our son, Robert, 
we recognized the importance in 
training teachers to work with 
children with special needs to 
make sure that these students 
have every opportunity to be-
come productive citizens,” said 
Ann. To assist in that train-
ing, the Moodys, in 2010, es-
tablished the Robert J. Moody, 
Jr., Special Education Scholar-
ship at East Central Commu-
nity College, which is presented 
each year to a sophomore from 
Winston County, who is pursu-
ing a degree with an emphasis 
in special education. 

The scholarship is named in 
honor of Robert Jackson Moody, 
Jr. Robert was born on Febru-
ary 24, 1965 with no apparent 
problems but at age two-and-a-
half,  he started having severe, 
uncontrollable seizures. These 
seizures, along with other com-
plications, eventually caused 
brain damage that left him 
developmentally challenged in 
many ways. He was eventually 
able to navigate through the 
Mississippi public education 
system to receive a certificate 
of attendance in May 1984 and 
after residing in several area 
group homes has gained his in-
dependence and full-time em-
ployment. 

“Desiring independence for 
himself, Robert became the first 
resident at The Mustard Seed, 
Inc., a privately run group home 
in Flowood, in 1986,” Ann said. 
“He resided there and worked 
at the sheltered workshop for 
approximately six years before 
moving to a Hudspeth Center 
group home in Meridian. While 
there, Robert gained employ-
ment with Wal-Mart in their 
garden center. He currently 
resides in the Louisville Group 
Home also run by the Huspeth 
Center. He transferred to the 
Louisville Wal-Mart and con-
tinues to work there as a door 
greeter.” 

Ann added, “Physically closer 
to his family, Robert is now able 
to interact with hometown fam-
ily and friends regularly and 
attend his ‘home’ church, Good 
Hope Baptist, on a weekly ba-
sis. He continues to receive life 
skills and educational train-
ing through teachers and other 
workers at the Hudspeth Cen-
ter facility. He is loved and in-
spired by all that know him.” 
Before establishing the scholar-
ship, Robert J. (Bobby) Moody, 
Sr. served in the Mississippi 

House of Representatives from 
1984 to 2002. As a freshman 
member of the education com-
mittee, he was able to get an 
emphasis placed on adequate 
education for special needs stu-
dents. Also, as the Chairman of 
Public Health and Welfare for 
12 years and as subcommittee 
chairman of appropriations for 
mental health and vocational 
rehabilitation, he was instru-
mental in pushing through and 
funding legislation to create 
more than 50 group homes and 
sheltered workshops strategi-
cally located throughout the 
state of Mississippi. He was 
also instrumental in creating 
a job coach program to assist 
training special needs adults to 
work in the private sector. The 
Moodys hope that recipients of 
the scholarship will continue 
the legacy they have begun. 

“Our advice to scholarship 
recipients is to be prepared for 
the heartaches that go along 
with serving special needs indi-
viduals, but also anticipate im-
measurable rewards. We hope 
that they (the scholarship re-
cipients) will continue the leg-
acy we have begun to facilitate 
the productivity and self-worth 
of developmentally challenged 
individuals,” Bobby said. “We 
appreciate East Central Com-
munity College’s assistance in 
allowing us, through them, to 
encourage students to consider 
the opportunities and rewards 
of special education.” 

The 2012 recipient of the 
Robert J. Moody, Jr., Special 
Education Scholarship is Emily 
Marler, a graduate of Morton 
High School. 

Additional scholarships and 
recipients and their respective 
high school include the follow-
ing: Alumni Association Life-
time Scholarship: Tiana Gro-
ver, Newton County Academy; 
ATCO Loan Scholarship: Conor 
Bell, Leake Central; AT&T 
Scholarship: Aderian Partain, 
Newton County; Bank of Mor-
ton Scholarship: Hannah Mc-
Curdy, Aaron Cooper and 
Christin Polk, all graduates of 
Morton; Clayton Blount Schol-
arship: Casey Cherry, Union; 
Pleas and Amanda Breazeale 
Blount Scholarship: Kennedy 
Castleberry, Clarkdale; ECCC 
Board of Trustees Scholarship: 
Sharley Hardin, Scott Central; 
Iris Boggan Scholarship: Shel-
by Johnston, Leake Academy; 
Dr. Austin P. Boggan Scholar-
ship: Matthew Sullivan; Ear-
nest Harrison Boswell Scholar-
ship: Walley Triplett, Nanih 
Waiya, Leake Academy; Denver 
Brackeen Scholarship: Katie 
Brackeen, Newton County; 
Paul and Voncile Breazeale 
Ministerial Scholarship: Wil-
liam Meruvia, Neshoba Cen-
tral; Ann Burkes PTK Scholar-
ship: Claire Griffin, Newton 

County; Landon Bryan Burt 
Memorial Scholarship: Shelby 
Parkman, Raleigh; Jessica Cag-
er Scholarship: Nathan Wil-
liams, Union High School. 
Mable Moore Carr Educational 
Scholarship: Kelsey Cox, For-
est; Citizens Bank Of Philadel-
phia Scholarship: Will Thomp-
son, Newton County; ECCC 
Classes of 1957, 1958 and 1959 
Scholarship: Hannah Farmer, 
Newton County; ECCC Class 
Of 1964 Scholarship: Jamie El-
liot, Union; Kenny Coleman 
General EMS Scholarship- Les-
lie Collins, Philadelphia; W.R. 
Covington Scholarship: Cas-
sundra Dunaway, Noxapater; 
Cox & Associates Insurance 
Scholarship: Blake McBeth, 
Leake Academy; Frances 
Brown Crenshaw Nursing 
Scholarship: Blake Cochran, 
Newton County; Nellie Neill 
Cross Memorial Scholarship: 
Jessica Stinson, Morton; Fred 
and Maudie Dallas Memorial 
Scholarship: Megan Montgom-
ery and Hillary Williams, both 
graduates of Neshoba Central: 
Aaron Ron Davis Memorial 
Scholarship: Janet Lynn Eth-
ridge, Decatur; Opal McMullan 
Dickerson Memorial Scholar-
ship: Tarra Gibson,West Lau-
derdale; Tony Dobbs Memorial 
Scholarship: Holli Nutt, Mor-
ton; Kyle Dunkerson Memorial 
Scholarship: Lauren Ezelle and 
Lindsey Ezelle, both graduates 
of Newton County; EC Scholars 
Scholarship-Alumni Associa-
tion: Kelsey Bounds, Newton 
County Academy; EC Scholars 
Scholarship-James and Luvie 
Thomas: Haley Chapman, New-

ton County; Hubert D. Gilmore 
Scholarship: Devin Little, New-
ton County; Clyde B. & Flossie 
H. Goodson Scholarship: Lane 
Taylor, Neshoba Central; R.O. 
And Bertha Hanna Scholar-
ship: Emilee Cox, Forest; Nancy 
Auline Hiett Harris Scholar-
ship: Charlene Estes, Philadel-
phia; Richard Harris Scholar-
ship: Jeremy Carson, Newton 
County; Leon Eubanks Kaljyc-
Peers Scholarship: Jeremy Car-
son, Newton County; R.G. Fick 
Scholarship: Jeremy Carson, 
Newton County; Shelby Harris 
Memorial Scholarship: Ethan 
Pendergrass, Neshoba Central; 
Harrison Memorial Scholar-
ship: Jessica Parker and Cait-
lyn Sant, both graduates of 
Newton County High School; 
and Kizer Ables, Newton Coun-
ty Academy; Dan Harrison 
Rush Health Systems Memori-
al: Colt Killen, Neshoba Cen-
tral; Sylvia Ann Graham Hay-
wood Scholarship: Kimberly 
Christopher, Newton County; 
Jeffery G. and Kathy L. Hitt 
Memorial Scholarship: Amanda 
Barnett, Union; Hogue Brant-
ley Scholarship: Jerrie Boat-
wright, Neshoba Central; Al-
bert And Fannie Hollingsworth 
Scholarship: Brianna Parkman, 
Lake; Hudspeth Scholarship: 
Sam Gunnin, Noxapater; Mar-
tha Kate Tullos Hummel Schol-
arship: Tyler Gilmore, Newton 
County; Kelley Elizabeth Hum-
phreys Nursing Scholarship: 
Leah Rigney, Morton; Myrtle R. 
Hutchison Scholarship: Bobbi 
Schwebel, Philadelphia; S. Leb-
run Hutchison Scholarship: 
Judson Bounds, Newton; Fran-

ces Aycock Johnson and Joann 
Aycock Thomas: Heather 
Downs, Sylva-Bay Academy.   
Johnson Family Engineering 
Scholarship: Bryant Williams, 
Newton County; Johnson-Tay-
lor Memorial Scholarship: Ste-
phen Mayo, Leake Academy; 
James E. Land Memorial Schol-
arship: Ashley Bozeman, New-
ton County; Andrew Wilson 
Lathem Scholarship: Caitlyn 
Sant, Newton County; La-Z-
Boy Scholarship: Trevor Allyon 
and Ryan Godwin, both gradu-
ates of Newton County; Frank 
Edwin and Nena Holt Leather-
wood Scholarship: Andrew 
Hanna, Union; William Wade 
Long Scholarship: Jordan 
Walker, Newton County; Edwin 
And Marie Lowe Scholarship: 
Amanda Howard, Thomas Ru-
dolph Mayes Memorial Scholar-
ship: Jacob Oliver, Newton 
County; Russell McCann Me-
morial Scholarship: Matthew 
Evans, Forest; Mississippi As-
sociation of Supervisors Schol-
arships: Kayla Estes and David 
Creekmore, both graduates of 
Neshoba Central; Jonathan 
Tindol, Leake Academy; Kayla 
Jenkins and Samantha Hill, 
both of Louisville; Maxie Park-
er, Noxapater; Andrea Ezelle 
and Trevunte Hunt, both of 
Leake Central; Katie Spears, 
Leake Academy; Kelsey Cox, 
Forest; Emily Price, Sebastopol; 
Joseph Patrick, Morton; Katrio-
na Robinson, Newton; and Ka-
tie Bradley and Felicia Robin-
son both of Newton County; 
Mississippi Automotive Manu-
facturers’ Association Scholar-
ship: Aaron Cooper, Morton; 
and Jack Vowell, Louisville; Dr. 
Margaret Mosal Memorial 
Scholarship: Benjamin Cain 
Prestage, Leake Academy; Har-
vey Wheeler Pre-Pharmacy/
Pre-Med Scholarship: Benja-
min Cain Prestage, Leake 
Academy; Ben Myers Memorial 
Scholarship: Sam Lovorn and 
Zach Peden, both of Neshoba 
Central; Rev. John Lambert 
Neill Scholarship: Alexandra 
Weir, Leake Academy; New Di-
rections Scholarship: Jennifer 
Collins, Newton; Stella Weath-
ersby Newsome Scholarship: 
Edward Boudreaux, Decatur; 
Newton Rotary Scholarship: 
Chandler Smith and Emily Ja-
come-Cluff, both of Newton 
County; Polk And Jennie Pace 
Scholarship: Taylor Gressett, 
Newton County; Charles P. And 
Bonnie Saxon Phillips Scholar-
ship: Samantha Ellingburg, 
Newton County; R.C. Pugh 
Scholarship: Meghan Johnson, 
Leake Academy; Shirley Ren-
aud Memorial Scholarship: Jes-
se Vaughn, Newton County 
High School; Regina Gail Gibbs 
Rigby Memorial Scholarship: 
Brady Power, Forest; Ruth 
Round Volunteer Scholarship: 
Alexandria Meador, Newton 

County; Sam Rush Memorial 
Scholarship: Sarah Rushing 
and Dustin Sharp, both of Ne-
shoba Central; Dr. Omar Sim-
mons Memorial Scholarship: 
Patrick Sistrunk, Sebastopol; 
Elva Smith Sigrest Memorial 
Scholarship: Daniel Chim, For-
est; Jay B. and Frances Harris 
Smith Scholarship: Brooke 
Massey, Winston Academy; 
Willis W. “Bubba” Smith Schol-
arship: Paige Wall, Newton 
County; Southern AgCredit 
Scholarship: Matt Tucker, 
Leake Central; State Farm In-
surance Company Scholarship: 
Terri Johnson, Neshoba Coun-
ty; Jacob Stovall Memorial 
Scholarship: Lajoya Griffin, 
Philadelphia; Wallace Strick-
land Rush Health Systems 
Scholarship: Madison Her-
rington, Union; Taylor Ad-
vanced Machining and Ad-
vanced Welding Scholarship: 
Ethan Stevenson, Nanih Waiya; 
Raymond Farlow, Neshoba 
Central; and Daniel Thomas, 
Winston Academy; Larry B. 
Therrell Memorial Scholarship: 
Aaron Sheperd, Leake Acade-
my; Charles And Judy Dowdle 
Thomas Scholarship: Joneshia 
McClendon, Philadelphia; Ki-
noth And Ella Mae Thornton & 
Emerson Electric Scholarship: 
Tanner Fortenberry, Union; 
Thomas W. Thrash Memorial 
Scholarship: Alexander Lee, 
Newton County; Dustan Todd 
Memorial Scholarship: Devonte 
Smith, Union; U.S. Electrical 
Motors Scholarship: Emma 
Burton, Union; James M. Vance 
Scholarship: Ian Lanthrip, Se-
bastopol; Ovid S. and Carol 
Vickers Scholarship: Addreon-
na Seger, Newton; Arno And 
Ruth Carr Vincent Scholarship: 
Paige Gower, Clarkdale; La-
vern And Elizabeth Vowell Me-
morial Scholarship: Madison 
Stringer, Newton County; 
Charles E. Ward Memorial 
Scholarship: Clifford Eichel-
berger, Louisville; Warrior Golf 
Classic Alumni Association: 
Rayanne Chapman, Newton 
County Academy, and Caleb 
Woods, Leake Central; Weems 
Family Scholarship: Russell 
Thompson, Newton County; JC 
White Scholarship: Daniel 
Myrick, Northwest Rankin; 
Jack And Mary Jo White Schol-
arship: Erica Griffin, Newton 
County; Bob Wilkerson Memo-
rial Vo-Tech Scholarship: El-
mer Lee Blackwell IV, Forest; 
Wilks-Palmer Scholarship: Nan 
Hartness, Winston Academy; 
Jones & Carrie Williamson and 
Bascom & Hattie Chisolm 
Scholarship: Mark Beasley, Se-
bastopol; General William Pat-
rick Wilson Scholarship: Ally 
Loper, Leake Academy; and Lu-
cille Wood Scholarship: Kelsey 
Tadlock, Newton County.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Marler Receives Moody Scholarship: East Central Community 
College sophomore Emily Marler (second from left), a graduate 
of Morton High School, is the recipient of the Robert J. Moody, Jr. 
Special Education Scholarship. Pictured with the recipient are Bobby 
and Ann Moody of Louisville, who established the scholarship in 
honor of their son. The award was presented during the annual 
AT&T Scholarship Awards Program held June 8 in Huff Auditorium 
and followed by a luncheon in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. During the 
2012 event, 136 students received 111 endowed or annual scholar-
ships totaling approximately $74,000 in value.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Reeves Saves a Life: Faculty and students of East Central Com-
munity College in Decatur donated blood during a mobile blood drive 
held on Tuesday, July 10 with United Blood Services. ECCC sopho-
more Angela Reeves of Decatur is shown making a donation to save 
a life.

ECCC Student Leaders 
Attend Conference: 
These student leaders 
at East Central Com-
munity College attended 
a leadership conference 
held at the University of 
Mississippi in Oxford. 
Pictured are (front row, 
from left) Residence 
Advisor I’Oshore May of 
Carthage, Student Body 
Association officers 
Shamkisi Collier (sec-
retary) of Philadelphia, 
Erin Thornton (treasurer) 
of Walnut Grove and 
Tiana Grover (sopho-
more class secretary) 
of Newton; and (back 
row, from left) SBA 
officers Lucas Calvert 
(sophomore class vice 
president/residence 
advisor) and Johnny 
Kight (sophomore class 
treasurer), both of 
Louisville; and Jeremy 
Carson (SBA president) 
of Decatur. Marcie Pin-
son, director of housing/
student activities, serves 
as SBA sponsor.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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If you or someone you know is 
 

Talking about suicide 
Writing about suicide 
Thinking about suicide 

 

Don’t keep it a secret  
shatter the silence! 

 
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department  

of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit         
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information. 

   
   
    

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina    
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants.  The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. 

Wall O’ Sound Hosts Exhibition
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The Wall O’ Sound Marching Band held an exhibition on August  
11 to showcase work from their week-long band camp held August 
6-10 under the direction of new band director Hunter Corhern and 
assistant director Ed Girling.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

For the first time in 30 years, 
East Central Community Col-
lege has a new Director of 
Bands. Hunter Corhern is the 
new Wall O’ Sound leader as of 
July 1, 2012, succeeding Thom-
as W. Carson who retired from 
full-time teaching duties to con-
tinue his battle with cancer. 

Corhern, a former Starkville 
Academy band director who 
most recently served as a 
graduate teaching assistant at 
Missouri State University in 
Springfield, said he looks for-
ward to continuing the success 
of one of the top band programs 
in the Mississippi Community 
and Junior College system. 

“I am humbled that I get the 
opportunity to come in and 
work with the Wall O’ Sound,” 
said Corhern, a Starkville na-
tive. “After accepting the posi-
tion, I spoke with Mr. Carson 
about the history of the pro-
gram and his experiences with 
it. I am truly following in the 
footsteps of a legend, not only 
at East Central but in the State 

of Mississippi.” 
Ironically, both Carson and 

Corhern were 27 when they ac-
cepted the position as East Cen-
tral’s Director of Bands. 

“I am hoping that I’ll be 
blessed enough to work with 
the Wall O’ Sound for 30 years 
as Mr. Carson did,” Corhern 
remarked. Corhern, who was 
selected EC’s Director of Bands 
at the April 2012 meeting of 
the College’s Board of Trustees, 
said his top priority is to main-
tain and hopefully improve the 
quality of the highly-regarded 
band program. 

“The Wall O’ Sound has had 
a storied tradition of success,” 
Corhern noted. “Our objective 
is to continue that success and 
see if we can add to it. Mr. (Ed) 
Girling (assistant director) and 
I have been hard at work this 
summer talking to students 
and planning the 2012 halftime 
show. It takes a lot of effort and 
coordination to put together a 
180-piece band! Right now, we 
are a few short of our record 
band size from last year, but we 
still have time to recruit more 

students before band camp 
starts in August.” 

Corhern said he plans to keep 
crowds “fired up” at football 
games by having a greater con-
centration on “stands tunes.” 

“Coming from Mississippi 

State for my bachelor’s degree 
and Missouri State for my mas-
ter’s, I found that the best way 
to keep the crowd engaged is to 
play, cheer, and get everyone 
fired up!” he stated. Corhern 
also discussed plans for this 
year’s halftime show. 

“Our marching show for the 
fall, ‘And Let There Be Rock,’ 
will feature several of our band 
members and sections, espe-
cially the Centralettes and 
percussion,” he said. “I hope 
everyone will come out and sup-
port our Warriors this fall and 
cheer them on with the Wall O’ 
Sound!” 

Corhern and his family reside 
in the Decatur area, which is 
a “little bit of a change” from 
Springfield, Missouri, as he 
stated: “We just spent two years 
living in Springfield, with a pop-
ulation of 153,000; now we are 
living in around a population of 
about 1,500! However, we love 
being back in Mississippi!” 

Corhern brings an impressive 
resume to his new position. He 
was awarded the Robert and 
Alice Scott Scholarship at Mis-

souri State University in 2011, 
and was nominated for the Col-
lege’s 2012 Outstanding Teach-
ing Graduate Assistant Award. 
He was the inaugural recipi-
ent of the W. Hunter Corhern 
Award at Mississippi State 
University, presented annually 
to a current or former member 
of the Lambda Phi Chapter of 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia who 
demonstrates leadership and 
dedication in serving the chap-
ter.  Corhern is a former chapter 
president, vice president and 
treasurer of the social fraterni-
ty, which is dedicated to the ad-
vancement of music in America. 
Corhern was also selected for 
the Society of Scholars at MSU 
in 2007. The organization is an 
honor society for students who 
demonstrate the highest stan-
dard of academic excellence 
and a broad exposure to the 
arts, humanities and sciences.    
Corhern’s professional affilia-
tions include membership in 
Kappa Delta Pi, an internation-
al honor society in the field of 
education, which he also served 
as vice president. He also holds 

membership in Phi Kappa Phi, 
a national honor society for stu-
dents and teachers of music. 

A graduate of Starkville 
Academy, Corhern continued 
his education at MSU, where 
he received a Bachelor of Music 
Education degree with Instru-
mental Emphasis in 2007 and 
completed a Master of Music 
degree in Wind Band Conduct-
ing in May 2012. 

Corhern has served as the 
Director of Facilitators for 
the Mississippi Hugh O’Brien 
Youth (HOBY) Leadership 
Seminar since 2009 and has 
been an active volunteer with 
the organization since 2002. 
He was Starkville Academy’s 
Band Director from 2008-10 
and served as graduate teach-
ing assistant at Missouri State 
University from 2010-12. 

He is married to the former 
Leah Vincent of Brandon, who 
graduated from MSU with a 
Bachelor of Music degree in 
2010. They have an infant son, 
Nicholas Corhern.
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Faculty Corner
Corhern Begins Tenure as Band Director

CORHERN

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

April R. Watson of Meridian 
was recently selected “Warrior 
Path to Success” instructor at 
East Central Community Col-
lege. 

The new position is part of 
ECCC’s First Year Experience 
initiative designed to assist stu-
dents with various aspects of 
college life. The Warrior Path 
to Success program is the Col-
lege’s Quality Enhancement 
Plan submitted as partial ful-
fillment of Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools (SACS) 
accreditation principles.  

Prior to joining the ECCC 
faculty on July 1, 2012, Watson 
served since 2003 as an Eng-
lish instructor for Jones County 
Schools in Laurel. She is also a 
former English instructor for 
the West Jasper School District 
in Bay Springs. In addition, 
she has served as an adjunct 

instructor at Mississippi State 
University-Meridian since 
2012. 

Watson is a 1998 graduate 
of Stringer Attendance Center, 
where she graduated third in 
her class. She received an Asso-
ciate in Arts degree from Jones 
County Junior College in Ellis-
ville in 1999 and continued her 
education at MSU-Meridian, 
where she received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in 2001. Wat-
son earned a Master of Educa-
tion degree from William Carey 
University in Hattiesburg in 
2002. She is currently pursu-
ing an Educational Specialist 
degree at MSU-Meridian and is 
scheduled to complete require-
ments in December 2012. 

She is married to Dr. Joshua 
Watson, an associate professor 
at MSU-Meridian. They have 
two children, Kaylee, nine; and 
Cara, seven.

Watson Named ‘Path to Success’ Instructor

WATSON

Brown Joins eLearning Department
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Sherrell Brown of Forest is a 
recent addition to the eLearn-
ing Education Department at 
East Central Community Col-
lege, announced Dr. Chris Jen-
kins, Dean of eLearning. 

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Brown served as an Ad-
missions Counselor/Recruiter 
for Antonelli College’s Online 
Department in Jackson. 

Brown is a 2004 honor grad-
uate of Forest High School, 
where she was named to the 
Hall of Fame and was elected 
Miss FHS. She was a member 
of the Beta Club, Band and 
Choir and served as a Bearcat 
cheerleader.  She received an 
Associate’s Degree in Liberal 
Arts from ECCC in May 2006. 

At ECCC, Brown was select-

ed 2005 Homecoming Queen 
and was named to Who’s Who 
Among Students in American 
Junior Colleges. She was a 
member of the Concert Choir, 
Chamber Choir, Diamond Girls 
and the Centralettes, the dance 
line for the Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band. Brown contin-
ued her education at Mississip-
pi State University in Starkville 
and earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Communication in May 2008. 
While at MSU, she was a mem-
ber of the Women’s Chorale, 
Concert Choir, Student Broad-
casting Association and Sigma 
Alpha Iota. 

She is a member of Sylvester 
United Methodist Church in 
Forest. 

Her parents are Charles and 
Rose Mary Brown of Forest.

bROWN

Ryals Joins Admissions Department
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Laura Ryals was recently se-
lected Assistant Dean of Admis-
sion, Records and Research at 
East Central Community Col-
lege. 

Ryals, a Decatur resident, 
previously served as an Admis-
sions Assistant II at Mississippi 
State University in Starkville, 
a post she held from December 
2008 to September 2011. She 
served the previous three years 
as an Office Assistant at MSU. 

A 2004 graduate of Newton 
County High School, Ryals re-
ceived an Associate of Applied 

Science degree in Drafting and 
Design Technology from ECCC 
in May 2006. She earned a 
Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration in Risk Management, 
Insurance and Financial Plan-
ning from MSU in December 
2008. In addition, she has 
completed continuing educa-
tion courses in Office Systems 
Technology at East Mississippi 
Community College’s Mayhew 
campus. 

She is married to Chris Ry-
als, ECCC Drafting and Design 
Technology instructor. They 
have an infant daughter, Alys-
sa Cate Ryals.

RYALS

Williams Donates:  
Faculty and students of 

East Central Community 
College donated blood 

during a mobile blood drive 
held on July 10.  United 

Blood Services technician 
LaToya McClendon of 

Newton assists ECCC staff 
member Seber Williams of 
Decatur while he makes a 

donation.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Faculty and  
Students Donate:  
Faculty and students of 
East Central Community 
College donated blood dur-
ing a mobile blood drive 
held on July 10. United 
Blood Services technician 
Von Parker of Quitman as-
sists ECCC staff member 
Joseph Knight of House 
while he makes a donation.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Miles Attends NASA Workshop: East Central Community College faculty member William Miles (left) 
of Morton was among participants at a Center for Astronomy Education Workshop held recently at Rust 
College in Holly Springs. Miles sponsors the College’s Astronomy Club and this fall will be teaching a 
new course, Introduction to Astronomy, in addition to his duties as physics instructor. Other commu-
nity college instructors who attended the two-day workshop included (second from left) Brady Garrett, 
Itawamba; Betty Owen, Northeast Mississippi; and Bob Swanson, Itawamba. The CAE is funded by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). 
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Warrior Athletics
Warriors Determined to Prove Pollsters Wrong

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

It’s no surprise to East Cen-
tral Community College head 
football coach Brian Anderson 
that his 2012 squad is ranked 
last in the MACJC South Divi-
sion pre-season poll.

After all, the 2011 Warriors 
fi nished at the bottom of the 
pack with a 2-7 overall mark 
and 1-5 slate in league play.

But Anderson, who begins 
his fourth year leading the 
Warrior program, said he has 
“a lot of expectations” for suc-
cess in the upcoming season. 
Those expectations are based 
on a solid group of returnees 
and a talented freshmen class. 
Although the Warriors began 
pre-season workouts only a few 
days ago (August 9), Anderson 
said he can already sense that 
this team is ready to prove it-
self a winner on the fi eld. 

“Everybody is undefeated 
right now and that brings a 
certain level of excitement,” 
said Anderson. “We under-
stand why we are ranked low 
in the polls, but our guys are 
determined to prove otherwise. 
It’s been a long summer…we’ve 
put in a lot of hard work….and 
the players have put in a lot of 
hard work while also attending 
summer classes. We anticipate 
a great pre-season and look 
forward to the season opener 
against Itawamba on August 
30.” 

East Central has a favor-
able schedule to begin the 2012 
campaign, as four of the fi rst 
fi ve contests will be held at 
Bailey Stadium on the Decatur 
campus. However, two of the 
fi ve opponents – East Missis-
sippi and Hinds – are ranked 
among the top teams in the NJ-
CAA pre-season poll. The Lions 
are picked to repeat as nation-
al champions and the Eagles 
are ranked sixth.

“Facing nationally ranked 
squads early in the season is 
a great motivating factor for 
our team,” said Anderson. “We 
want to beat everyone we play, 
of course, but being able to 
knock off the defending nation-
al champions and other highly 
ranked teams will be even 
more special for our program.”

Regarding the MACJC pre-
dictions, Gulf Coast is expected 
to win the South, followed by 
Hinds, Jones County, Copiah-
Lincoln, Southwest and ECCC. 
East Mississippi is the top 
pick in the North, followed by 
Northwest, Itawamba, North-
east, Holmes, Coahoma and 
Delta.

 
Anderson will be depending 

on 22 returnees to provide the 
leadership needed for a suc-
cessful campaign.

“The sophomores are battle 
tested…they understand the 
league and understand how 
tough it is,” said Anderson of 
the nearly two dozen return-
ees. “They also understand 
how a small mistake can turn 
the course of a ball game…
and that sometimes it’s the 
little things that will win ball 
games…one turnover here, one 
caused turnover there. That’s 
why we are so excited about 
our team this year...we have 
high character kids who know 
what it takes to win….who 
know it means something not 
to let a team score in the fourth 
quarter…who know it means 
to punch the ball in for a score 
from the two-yard line instead 
of settling for a fi eld goal…who 
know that it takes a high level 
of intensity and a willingness 
to do the things necessary to be 
a winner.”

Anderson considers wide re-
ceiver KeiVondre Watford (6-
4, 220) of Tuscaloosa Central 
and defensive lineman Bradley 
Dorsey (6-6, 380) of Morton as 
the top offensive and defensive 
returnees, respectively. 

The freshman class is led by 
quarterback Colton Kane (6-4, 
215) of Pensacola, Fla., and a 
transfer from Florida Atlan-
tic University in Boca Raton. 
Kane is a former standout at 
Navarre (Fla.) High School, 
where he received All-Star and 
Player of the Year honors.

“Colton is a big guy with a 
big arm who also has mobility,” 

Anderson said of his projected 
starting signal caller. “He is 
also a good decision maker….
and I’m absolutely pleased 
with him and his character and 
leadership ability. I feel confi -
dent he has what it takes to 
successfully lead this football 
team.”

Anderson also had high 
praise for his freshman kicker, 
Austin Franklin (6’, 180) of 
Petal.

“We are very pleased with 
Austin and consider him the 
best kicker we’ve had since 
I have been here,” Anderson 
said. “How he handles pressure 
in a game situation remains 
to be seen, but we are excited 
about him and what he brings 
to the position.”

Anderson added, “So, if you 
are good at quarterback and 
good in the kicking game, you 
have a chance for success.”

On the defensive side, Ander-
son said “speed” best describes 
this year’s squad.

“Ben Brooks (5-9, 175) is the 
fastest player we’ve had since 
I’ve been here,” said Anderson 
of the sophomore defensive 
back from Northeast Lauder-
dale.” Ben will be at one corner 
and sophomore Steffon Fuller 
(6-4, 200) of Kemper County 
will be at the other corner. We 
are also excited about Deante 
Lawrence of Prattville, Ala., 
a Southern Miss signee, who 
will be playing strong safety. 
Deante will be a headhunter in 
the middle of the fi eld from his 
safety position and is expected 
to be an impact player in the 
secondary. Demarius Pegues 
(6’, 190), a sophomore from Ox-
ford, will probably start at the 
other safety. Dominic Carter 
(6-2, 185) a sophomore from 
Nanih Waiya, will also battle 
for free safety. So we’ve got a 
lot of competition for the defen-
sive backfi eld.”

Anderson also had praise for 
Martaze Jackson (6-3, 240), a 
University of Tennessee signee 
from Demopolis (Ala.) High 
School, and returnee Laken-
neth Weidman (6-6, 240), a 
South Leake product, “who will 
provide a ferocious pass rush 
for opposing quarterbacks from 
their defensive end positions.” 

In analyzing this year’s ros-
ter, Anderson said most squad 
members come from schools 
outside the College’s “original” 
fi ve-county recruiting area, 
which included Leake, Nesho-
ba, Newton, Scott and Winston 
counties.

Now that the state is “wide 
open” for recruiting student-
athletes, Anderson said he and 
his staff have put forth an ex-
tensive effort to fi nd the best 
players available for the War-
rior football program.

“When the rules changed, 
everybody’s life changed,” said 
Anderson. “Basically it takes a 
lot of manpower and a lot of gas. 
Our staff is stretched thin…but 
the name of the game in college 
football is to get quality play-
ers and that is what we tried 
to do. We are constantly look-
ing for more and better players 
just like all the other schools. 
All the JUCO teams are fac-
ing the same challenges…and I 
am anxious to see how the new 
rule really affects everyone be-
sides the obvious….that you 
won’t see as many local players 
on any team’s roster.”

The new recruiting guide-
lines may have meant more 
travel time and expense for 
Coach Anderson and his staff, 
but their efforts resulted in the 
largest number of prospects vy-
ing to make the 55-man roster.

“We had well over a 100 
student-athletes to show inter-
est in our program, which is a 
good thing, of course,” said An-
derson. “But the downside is 
we have to trim that number 
to 55 when the season starts. 
And most of these guys paid 
their own way to attend sum-
mer school while also having 
the opportunity to make our 
squad. Having that much in-
terest in our program speaks 
well of our staff and East Cen-
tral Community College. But 
the downside is cutting play-
ers, which is the worst part of 
our job…but the players know 
the situation when they come 
to camp.  We just hope we have 
the best players on our roster 
- guys who will represent the 
Black and Gold in a manner 
pleasing to the administration, 
alumni, fans and other sup-
porters of the College.”

Members of Coach Ander-
son’s staff and their areas of 
responsibility include Blake 
Frazier, defensive coordina-
tor; Kyle Watson, offensive 
line; Derek Pouncey, defensive 
line; Webb Hamilton, defensive 
backs; and Donavan Tate, wide 
receivers. Anderson also serves 
as offensive coordinator and 
coaches quarterbacks and run-
ning backs.

The Warriors will be seeking 
a second straight win against 
Itawamba in the season open-

er, which gets under way at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, August 
30 on Warrior Field at Bailey 

Stadium. ECCC rallied for a 
24-17 victory over the Indians 
in 2011.
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Thursday, Aug. 30 Itawamba Decatur 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 6 East MS Decatur 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 13 Co-Lin Wesson 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 20 Southwest Decatur 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 29 Hinds (HC) Decatur 2:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 6 Jones Ellisville 3 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 13 MS Delta Moorhead 2 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 18 Pearl River Decatur 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 27 MS Gulf Coast Perkinston 2 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30Thursday, Aug. 30 ItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawambaItawamba DecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecaturDecatur 6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

2012  Schedule

ANDERSON

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Warrior Football Squad Begins Fall Workouts: Football season is just around the corner for the East 
Central Community College Warriors, who are shown during the fi rst day of fall workouts August 9. The 
Warriors begin season action by hosting Itawamba Community College Thursday, August 30. Kickoff is 
set for 6:30 p.m. at Bailey Stadium.
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Crandal Porter of Newton is 
the new women’s head basket-
ball coach at East Central Com-
munity College, announced 
ECCC President Dr. Billy Stew-
art. 

Porter, 38, succeeds Billy 
Smith who retired from the 
state system after leading the 

Lady Warrior program for 
eight years. Smith was recent-
ly named girls’ head basket-
ball coach at Choctaw Central 
High School. Dr. Stewart stated 
Coach Porter will be a great ad-
dition to the ECCC family.  

“Coach Porter has won sev-
eral state championships at 
Newton and is very active in his 
community,” said Dr. Stewart. 
“He brings a passion for success 
to the program, and the com-
mittee and I feel that he will 
build on the standard and tra-
dition of excellence established 
by so many previous coaches. 
He’s dedicated and he’s com-
mitted to helping his players 
succeed on the court and in the 
classroom; and for us, that’s 
most important.”  

Porter, a Louisville native, 
said taking over the Lady War-
rior program is a “dream job and 
for it to happen on my birthday, 
it’s the best present I could 
have. I’m absolutely elated to 
be given this opportunity!” The 
new Lady Warrior head mentor 
described his coaching style in 
one word: passionate. 

“I definitely bring a lot of pas-

sion to the job,” Porter stated. 
“Those who have seen me coach 
know I bring a passion for win-
ning and a passion for helping 
my players succeed. I like for 
my teams to play hard, to be 
well prepared and I think that 
results in victories.”  

Porter served as girls’ and 
boys’ head basketball coach 
at Newton High School since 
2001. He led the girls’ squad 
to state Class 2A titles in 2005 
and 2010. His Tiger squad cap-
tured the state Class 2A cham-
pionship in 2008.  He began his 
successful career at his alma 
mater Louisville High School, 
where he served as boys’ head 
basketball coach in 2000-01. 

Porter has compiled an over-
all 494-216 record, which also 
includes seven division cham-
pionships, three South State 
titles and eight tournament ap-
pearances. Honors include The 
Meridian Star’s Boys’ Coach of 
the Year in 2000, MAC Class 
2A Girls’ Coach of the Year in 
2005, MS All-Star Girls’ Coach 
in 2005, MS All-Star Boys’ 
Coach in 2009 and MAC Girls’ 
Coach of the Year in 2010. He 

was selected Newton’s Citizen 
of the Year in 2005. 

Porter received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Health, Phys-
ical Education, Recreation and 
Dance from Mississippi Valley 
State University in 1998 and 
earned a Master of Educational 
Leadership from Mississippi 
State University in 2010. 

Porter is married to the for-
mer Crystal Johnson of New-
ton. He has a daughter, Amber 
Jamerson Porter, 15. 

Dr. Stewart said the college 
looks forward to continuing a 
successful program which was 
set by former Lady Warrior 
coaches such as Smith under 
the new leadership. 

Smith began his employ-
ment at East Central in 2001 
as men’s head basketball coach. 
He led the squad for four years 
and compiled an overall 42-66 
mark, which included a berth 
in the MACJC and Region 23 
tournaments in 2002-03. 

Smith, 51, took over the Lady 
Warrior program in 2005 and 
reeled off six consecutive win-
ning seasons, including a Re-
gion 23 championship in 2007-

08 and a berth in the NJCAA 
Women’s Basketball Champi-
onship en route to a 22-8 record.
The past two seasons the Lady 
Warriors dipped to 8-15 records 
but the 2011-12 squad over-
came a 0-11 start by winning 
eight of the following nine con-
tests and finished the season as 
the South Division’s No. 4 seed 
with a 7-5 division mark. EC 
advanced to the MACJC State 
Basketball Tournament but fell 
to host Itawamba in first-round 
action. 

His overall record as women’s 
head coach is 101-79. 

“I’ve enjoyed my 11 years 
here,” Smith said. “I just felt 
like it was time to retire and 
pursue some other job opportu-
nities. I really enjoyed my time 
here…both with the men’s and 
women’s teams. I’m looking for-
ward to a new challenge and a 
new chapter in my life.” 

Smith said the highlight of 
his tenure was the 2007-08 sea-
son, when the Lady Warriors 
captured the Region 23 cham-
pionship and advanced to the 
national tournament. 

“I thought that was a great 

accomplishment for a special 
group of girls,” Smith said of the 
championship season.  Smith 
came to East Central from Ne-
shoba Central High School, 
where he successfully led the 
girls’ basketball program for 16 
years. 

His teams posted an overall 
record of 388 wins and 151 loss-
es, which include a state cham-
pionship and six division titles.
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Several coaching changes 
were approved at East Central 
Community College following 
the June 12 meeting of the Col-
lege’s Board of Trustees, said 
former ECCC President Dr. 
Phil A. Sutphin in June. 

Scott Hill, who has served as 
fast-pitch softball head coach 
and director of intramurals 
since 2003, has stepped down 
to become a full-time faculty 
member at the College. 

Kristin Chaney, Hill’s assis-
tant the past four years and 

one of his former players, was 
selected as his successor. Hill, 
43, is one of the most success-
ful coaches at East Central. 
His overall record is 308-123-1 
and includes the program’s first 
Region 23 Tournament title 
in 2010 and the first MACJC 
State Tournament champion-
ship in 2011. The 2010 squad 
placed fourth in the NJCAA 
Division II National Women’s 
Softball Championship en route 
to a record 47 victories with 
just 11 losses and one tie. The 
same squad was recognized as 
the NJCAA Academic Softball 
Team of the Year by posting a 
3.69 grade point average. 

Hill was named Region 23 
Softball Coach of the Year fol-
lowing the successful cam-
paign. Hill’s 2011 team placed 
fifth in the national competition 
and finished 37-15. The talent-
ed squad also received NJCAA 
Softball Academic Team of the 
Year honors with another 3.69 
grade point average. He re-
ceived Region 23 Softball Coach 
of the Year honors in recogni-
tion of his team’s success. Prior 
to capturing region and state 
titles, Hill’s teams reeled off 
three straight MACJC Central 
Division titles, when the league 
was divided into three areas of 
competition prior to the current 
setup of North and South divi-
sions. 

Hill has “mixed feelings” 
about stepping down, but said a 
desire to spend more time with 
his family was a main reason 
for the change. 

“I feel very blessed to have 
had the opportunity to coach 
softball here at East Central,” 
Hill said. “It has been a wonder-
ful experience not only for me 
but for my family as well. I am 
sad because there is so much 
that I will miss, but having the 
chance to spend a little more 
time with my family is some-
thing I know I will cherish. I 
look forward to assuming this 
new role as fulltime instructor 
which will continue to give me 
the chance to help young people 
at a place that is so dear to me.” 

Hill added, “I have had the 
great fortune to have had 
many fine young ladies to come 
through this program that defi-
nitely made it what it is today. 
I will always be so grateful for 
their many sacrifices on and 
off the field. It is very satisfy-
ing to see them start a career 
and a family….and know that 
we might have had some very 
small part in helping them 
along the way. I don’t hesitate 
to recognize the huge impact 
they have had on my life.” 

Hill said he is “very pleased” 
that the Board of Trustees ap-
proved Chaney as his successor. 

“It is reassuring to have 

someone the caliber of Kris-
tin Chaney to step in and take 
over this program,” Hill stated. 
“In my nine years here as head 
softball coach, Coach Chaney 
has been with me for six of 
those years, two as a player and 
four as a coach. There is no way 
to measure just how important 
she has been to me and the 
Lady Warrior softball program. 
She is truly ready for this op-
portunity and I am so excited 
for her.” 

Chaney, 26, who is recognized 
as the College’s only two-sport 
NJCAA All-American (softball/
basketball), said following in 
Hill’s footsteps makes the op-
portunity to serve as Lady Dia-
mond Warrior coach “even more 
special.” 

“First and foremost, I want to 
thank Coach Hill for everything 
he has done for the softball pro-
gram at East Central. He truly 
has bettered the program with 
the renovations to the field as 
well as bringing the first ever 
championship to the program. I 
would not be able to be in this 
position without him and will 
forever be grateful for every-
thing he has done for this pro-
gram as well as for me,” Chaney 
said. 

The new Lady Diamond War-
rior head coach said she looks 
forward to continuing the pro-
gram’s success. 

“I am excited to step in to this 
role as head coach,” she said. “I 
love East Central from the bot-
tom of my heart. I will forever 
bleed black and gold. This is a 
special time for me and I cannot 
begin to express my excitement. 
I only hope to build on the rich 
tradition here.” 

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff in 2008, Chaney attended 
the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi, where she received 
master and bachelor’s degrees 
in sports administration. She 
was also a standout member 
of the Lady Eagle basketball 
team, receiving most valuable 
player honors following the 
2005-06 and 2006-07 seasons. 
In addition, she received the 
Female Student of the Year and 
Lady Eagle Award in 2006-07. 
She was also a member of the 
2006-07 and 2007-08 Lady Ea-
gle softball teams. Chaney is a 
2005 honor graduate of ECCC 
and a Hall of Fame member. 

In addition to receiving NJ-
CAA All-American honors in 
softball and basketball, she was 
selected an NJCAA Academic 
All-American and finished sec-
ond in the NJCAA Female Ath-
lete of the Year competition. 
She helped lead the 2004 and 
2005 fast-pitch softball teams 
to MACJC Central Division 
championships en route to re-
cords of 26-14 and 34-5, respec-

tively. Following the 2004 cam-
paign, Chaney was one of only 
three freshmen and the only 
Mississippian selected second 
team NJCAA American. She 
received All-Region 23, MACJC 
All-State and MACJC All-Cen-
tral Division honors following 
both seasons. In addition, she 
was selected the Lady Diamond 
Warriors’ most valuable player 
in 2004 and received most valu-
able offensive and most valu-
able defensive player awards in 
2005. 

Chaney is a product of New-
ton County High School. 

Porter Selected Women’s Head Basketball Coach

PORTER

HILLCHANEY

SMITH

Lady Diamond Warrior Softball Coaching Changes Announced

Warrior Golf Classic Winners: 
Golfers representing Southern Pine 
Electric Power Association captured 
top honors in the 11th annual East 
Central Community College Warrior 
Golf Classic held June 28, 2012, 
at the Dancing Rabbit Golf Club in 
Choctaw. Recently retired ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left) 
is shown presenting the Corporate 
Division championship trophy to 
team members (second from left) 
Chad Lewis of Decatur, Justin Du-
vall of Newton, and Brian Burns and 
Jason Mangum, both of Decatur, 
who carded a 19-under par 53 on 
the Azaleas course to also win the 
championship flight. At right is Dr. 
Billy Stewart, who officially began 
his tenure as ECCC’s eighth presi-
dent on July 1, 2012. Sponsored 
by the ECCC Alumni Association, 
the Warrior Golf Classic serves as 
a fundraiser for student scholar-
ships. This year’s event resulted in 
a record net amount of $9,337.25 to 
assist students with college expens-
es, according to event organizer 
Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, executive 
director for Foundation and Alumni 
Relations. For more information, 
contact the Alumni Office, 601-635-
6327 or e-mail sholling@eccc.edu. 
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Sophomore catcher Carlos 
Leal and freshman middle in-
fielder/outfielder Tim Ander-
son head a list of East Central 
Community College baseball 
players who received honors 
following the 2012 campaign. 
Both players were selected All-
Region 23 and were named first 
team MACJC All-State. Leal 
is the only catcher named on 
the All-Region team and was 
a unanimous choice at the po-
sition throughout the MACJC 
(Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Colleg-
es), according to Diamond War-
rior head coach Neal Holliman 
who had high praises for the 6’, 

190-pound product from Puerto 
Rico. 

“Carlos has been a tremen-
dous asset to the baseball pro-
gram at East Central,” said 
Holliman. “His work ethic, loy-
alty and leadership are prime 
examples of what we desire in 
our program. He has already 
signed a national letter of in-
tent with Delta State Univer-
sity, but very possibly will be 
selected in the 2012 Major 
League Draft. He will definitely 
have some decisions to make for 
the upcoming year as whether 
to go play professional baseball 
or continue his college career at 
Delta State.” 

Leal batted .321 with three 
home runs and six doubles. He 

collected 27 RBIs. Leal also re-
ceived the Diamond Warriors’ 
team captain award and was 
a co-recipient of most valuable 
defensive player honors. 

Holliman said Anderson’s se-
lection to the All-Region team 
as a freshman is a “tremendous 
honor.”  

“Tim has continued to ma-
ture on the field and is grow-
ing into his abilities on a daily 
basis,” said Holliman. “He will 
be playing this summer in the 
Jayhawk League in Dodge City, 
Kansas, which is one of the 
premier collegiate wooden bat 
leagues in the country.” 

Holliman said Anderson 
plans to return to EC for his 
sophomore season and expects 

the 6-1, 171-pound product of 
Hillcrest (Ala.) High School “to 
bring even more things to the 
table next year.” 

Anderson posted a team best 
.362 batting average and had 
four homers and nine doubles. 
He and first baseman/outfielder 
Ricardo Velez of Puerto Rico led 
the team with 39 RBIs each. 

Velez joins fellow sopho-
mores Fred Hampton, Evan 
Humphries and Casey Wells on 
the MACJC All-State Second 
Team. 

In addition to sharing RBI 
honors with Anderson, the 6’, 
205-pound Velez batted .304 
with two home runs and 14 
doubles. Hampton, a 5-10, 
200-pound outfielder, posted a 

.301 batting average and had 
three home runs and 10 dou-
bles. He collected 32 RBIs. 

Hampton is a product of Na-
nih Waiya High School. 

Humphries, a 6-3, 200-pound 
right-handed hurler, posted a 
5-1 mark and had three saves. 
He had a 3.34 earned run av-
erage and fanned 20 batters. 
Humphries also received the 
Scholar Athlete, Team Captain 
and Jamie Clark awards and 
was selected most improved 
pitcher.  He is a product of Lou-
isville High School.

Wells, a 6-2, 172-pound right-
hander, also went 5-1 and was 
credited with one save. He post-
ed a team-best 2.70 earned run 
average and fanned 31 batters. 

Wells is a product of West Jones 
High School in Laurel.  

“We are very proud of all these 
young men who received post-
season honors,” said Holliman. 
“I feel all have benefited from 
being at East Central and we 
have certainly benefitted from 
them being in our program. We 
wish them all the best in their 
future endeavors.” 

The Diamond Warriors fin-
ished fourth in the MACJC 
South Division with a 12-12 re-
cord and advanced to the state 
playoffs en route to a 25-23 re-
cord.  

Holliman’s staff includes as-
sistants Justin Brewer and 
Jack Edmonson.
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Diamond Warriors Leal, Anderson Receive Honors

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Former East Central Com-
munity College baseball stand-
out Fred Hampton of Louisville 
has signed a national letter of 
intent to continue his career at 
Jackson State University. 

Hampton, a 5-10, 200-pound 
outfielder, was a second team 
MACJC All-State selection and 
received the Diamond Warriors’ 
team captain award following 
the 2012 campaign. He was also 
named to the MACJC Academic 
All-State Team. 

The Nanih Waiya High School 
product posted a .301 batting 

average with three home runs, 
10 doubles and 32 RBIs in help-
ing lead the Diamond Warriors 
to the 2012 state playoffs en 
route to a 25-23 record. 

“This young man absolutely 
made himself into a player,” 
ECCC head baseball coach 
Neal Holliman said of the tal-
ented athlete. “He was a team 
captain in 2012 and was one of 
those players that you can truly 
rely on.” Hampton received All-
District h

onors in high school and was 
selected best defensive player.

His parents are Freddie and 
Victoria Hampton of Louisville.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Numerous former student-athletes at East 
Central Community College received Missis-
sippi Association of Community and Junior Col-
lege (MACJC) Academic All-State recognition 
for 2011-12. 

“We are very proud of our student-athletes 
and coaches for achieving academic success,” 
said former ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sut-
phin, prior to retiring as the College’s seventh 
president on June 30, 2012. “EC stands for aca-
demic quality, and to have that demonstrated 
in our athletic program is confirmation of that 
success.” 

Six student-athletes were selected on the 
MACJC Distinguished Academic All-State Team 
- those with at least a 3.8 grade point average 
– and includes former football player Tate Rog-
ers of Louisville; former fast-pitch softball team 
members Kaetlen Brown of Deatsville, Ala., and 

Kelsi Watson of Smithville; and former Lady 
Warrior soccer players Wendy McCracken 

Burns, Nikki Cumberland and Claire Tadlock, 
all of Decatur. Tadlock was also a member of the 
Lady Warrior tennis team. 

Qualifying on the MACJC Academic All-State 
Team - students with at least a 3.3 grade point 
average - were former baseball players Fred 
Hampton, Evan Humphries and Brock Ward, 
all of Louisville; former football team members 
Jesse Blakemore of Jackson and Andre Lucious 
of Ralph, Ala.; former Warrior soccer players 
Miguel Medrano of Gonzales, La., and Tyler 
Reeves of Decatur; former fast-pitch softball 
team members Haelie Allen of Lena, Eden Mc-
Gee of Philadelphia and Haylee Roberts of Rose 
Hill; former Lady Warrior soccer players Emily 
Lucy of Newton and Kristen Grace Nettles of 
Forest; and former women’s tennis team mem-
ber Cassie Munn of Decatur.

LEAL ANDERSON

Hampton Continuing Career at JSU

ECCC Well Represented on 
MACJC Academic All-State Teams

VELEZ HAMPTON

HAMPTON

HUMPHRIES WELLS

WHAT’S SO GREAT 
ABOUT CAREY?

We love transfer students!
Generous scholarships are available, including:

•	 Presidential	Scholarship	for	3.5	and	above	cumulative	GPA
	 –	On-campus	$5,600	–	Off-campus	$4,000
•	 Academic	Scholarship	for	3.0-3.49	cumulative	GPA
	 –	On-campus	$4,500	–	Off-campus	$2,900
•	 Opportunity	Scholarship	for	2.5-2.99	cumulative	GPA
	 –	On-campus	$3,500	–	Off-campus	$1,900
•	 An	additional	$300	per	year	for	Phi	Theta	Kappa	members

Talent scholarships, athletic scholarships, and
church-related vocation scholarships are also available.

www.wmcarey.edu

We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about 
your club/organization 

to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos 
with identification and any happenings.
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Strickland Honored as ‘Alumnus of the Year’
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

‘Humbled and honored’ is how Wallace 
Strickland of Meridian described his feel-
ings after being named 2012 “Alumnus of 
the Year” at East Central Community Col-
lege.

“East Central Community College, or 
East Central Junior College as it was 
known when I was a student, has a very 
special place in my heart,” Strickland said. 
“The coursework and dedicated instruc-
tors at ECJC truly prepared me to advance 
in my education and ultimately my life’s 
work.”

That life’s work has been a 42-year ca-
reer with Rush Health Systems, Inc. in 
Meridian. Strickland currently serves as 
President and Chief Executive Officer for 
the health system that is made up of seven 

hospitals and 
employs approx-
imately 3500 
residents of east 
Mississippi and 
west Alabama. 
In addition, 
Rush Medical 
Group, Medical 
Foundation and 
Specialty Hos-
pital have more 
than 175 physi-
cians and mid-
level practitio-
ners in nearly 30 
locations.

ECCC alum-
nus Cheryl Co-
mans, who nominated Strickland for the 

award wrote “Throughout my associa-
tion with Mr. Strickland, I have been well 
aware of his pride in having attended East 
Central and his dedication to and support 
of the college. His assistance with various 
aspects of health-related programs and 
the provision of a trainer for all sports pro-
grams are notable. Many professional, civic 
and community organizations have also 
benefited from Mr. Strickland’s dedication 
to the betterment of East Central Missis-
sippi.”

In a letter endorsing his nomination, 
Dr. John Mutziger of the Decatur Family 
Medical Center, a division of Rush Health 
Systems, said, “I believe it is due to the 
foresight and vision of Mr. Strickland that 
we have been able to establish a modern 
family practice clinic with three providers 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Homecoming Court: Above are members of the 2012 East Central Community College Homecoming Court, who were selected following 
elections held recently. Seated from left are freshman maids Payton Smith of Forest, a graduate of Scott Central High School; Jayohnnie 
Slaughter of Union and Taylor Gressett of Chunky, both graduates of Newton County High School; and Brooke Massey of Noxapater, a 
Winston Academy graduate; queen Erin Thornton of Madden, a graduate of Newton County High School; maid of honor LaJoya Griffin of 
Philadelphia High School; and sophomore maids Hannah Farmer of Decatur, a Newton County High School graduate; and Lauren Daniels 
and Jordan Clearman, both of Philadelphia and graduates of Neshoba Central High School. The queen and her court will be presented  
during Homecoming activities scheduled Saturday, September 29.
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Among special groups to be 
honored during East Central 
Community College Homecom-
ing activities scheduled Septem-
ber 29 are members of the 1992 
musical cast of “The 1940s Ra-
dio Hour,” which was directed 
by the late Judy Carroll, and 
members of the 1981 and 1982 
Warrior football teams, lead by 
Coach Ken Pouncey. 

Musical cast and crew mem-
bers included David Ezell, Rich-
ard Luke, Gene Priscock, Kirk 
Weems, Rachel McCool Fulce, 
Nick Pouncey, Roshelle Spark-
man, Maria Leach McLeod, Lori 
Rogers Wilcher, David Camp-
bell, Penny Rogers, J. C. Howell, 
Christopher Dickerson, Mark 
Branning, Dewayne Pickens, 

Sid McNeil, Rodney Bost, Tom-
my Denson, Leesa Wilkerson, 
Charles Hinson, Tom Carson, 
Laura Jinkerson, Kim Thorn-
ton, Angel Truhett, Christina 
Edwards, Susan McCann, Jen-
nifer Pace, Darlene Pate, Doug 
Morris and Stephen Ford.

Members of the 1981 team in-
cluded Raymond Alley, Harvey 
Ashford, Sammy Breland, Terry 
Burns, Early Clemons, Grover 
Coleman, Vernon Cruver, An-
thony Cunningham, Dave Doby, 
Joe Douglas, Tommy Dunaway, 
Paul Eichelberger, Marcus Ev-
ans, Randy Ficklin, Terry Gal-
laspy , Willie Glass, Eddie Goss, 
Greg Gray, Terry Hawkins, Mi-
cah Hazelwood, Randy Hornes-
burger, Jessie Hudson, Andy 
Johns, Billy Johnson, Danny 
Johnson, Dwight Jones, Kevin 

Jordan, Jim Kennamer, Randall 
Lee, Frederick Lyons, Bruce 
McGee, Steve McNeil, Mike 
Miles, James Mitchell, Benny 
Earl Moore, Ronnie Parker, 

Bob Posey, Scott Quisenberry,  
Dale Reese, David Reyn-
olds, Kenny Richmond, Keith  
Robinson, Dewayne Rogers, 

Special Groups to be Honored during Homecoming

ECCC to Participate in Veterans Day Festivities
By BILL GRAHAM

NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL

Plans are under way to honor 
the Armed Forces with a major 
county-wide event later this 
fall.

The Celebration of Freedom 
2012 is scheduled for Nov. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  in down-
town Decatur and at the East 
Central Community College 
football stadium.

All military veterans and 
those currently serving will be 
honored during the event, with 
special recognition for those 
who served in World War II or 
Korea.

Veterans and current mili-

tary personnel are being 
sought to participate in the cel-
ebration, and family members 
of those who have served are 
encouraged to attend.

Registration forms are avail-
able at area banks, businesses, 
churches, schools and on the 
town of Decatur’s Web site at 
www.decaturms.org.

The event was organized by 
a group of local civic leaders, 
educators, military veterans, 
and business leaders.

Serving on the organizing 
committee are Beth Milling, 
Billy Pierce, Sid Etie, Milton 
Smith, Butch Smith, Mike and 
Ada McGrevey, Billy Stewart, 
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Henry Named 
‘Alumna of the Year’

Freeman, McCullough inducted 
into EC Athletic Hall of  Fame

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Spending time on the campus of East Central Community 
College is something Carole Pace Henry of Madison began do-
ing at age two when her aunt took her for her first campus visit.  
“My grandmother (Inez Gaines) lived right across the street from 
campus and I spent a lot of time while I was growing up play-
ing and spending time on campus,” Henry said. “East Central is a 
place that has always been special to me and my family.”

Henry was recently named Alumna of the Year for the College 
that’s so close to her heart, ECCC.

“I was really shocked and surprised,” 
Henry said about receiving the pres-
tigious honor. “It was just unbeliev-
able because I never even thought that 
would happen. It is really one of the best 
things in my life because I love East 
Central so much. 

“I am very grateful for this unbeliev-
able award and I just wish my aunts, 
mother and father could have been here 
with me to see this. I couldn’t have done 
any of this without all of my longtime 
friends and supporters. This couldn’t 
have happened at a greater time in my 
life. I am just so thankful.”

Henry comes from a family with a 
long history with the College. 

“I spent most of my life at EC,” Henry 
said. “Every one of my aunts except one 
and my mother all went to ECCC.”

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College will add two members to its 
Athletic Hall of Fame at the 2012 Homecoming celebration sched-
uled Saturday, Sept. 29.

Former football standouts Tom Mc-
Cullough (Class of 1958) of Philadelphia 
and Granville Freeman (Class of 1967) 
of Lake, who also experienced success 
as a high school football coach, will be 
enshrined into the prestigious group 
during the Alumni Association Awards 
Luncheon, which begins at 11 a.m. in 
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 

GrAnvillE FrEEmAn
Granville Freeman was a standout 

member of the 1965 and 1966 East Cen-
tral Community College football teams.

The speedy halfback and defensive 
back garnered All-Star and honorable 
mention All-State honors after helping 
lead the Warriors to a combined 11-8-1 
record under head coach Dan Chatwood.

The former Morton High School star 
caught the attention of several four-
year colleges and universities to contin-
ue his athletic career after East Central 
but instead chose to concentrate on his 
academic studies and career.

And what a stellar “first” career he 
had at Lake High School, where the then 
26-year-old head football coach not only 
led the 1974 Hornets to an undefeated 
season at 11-0, the talented squad was 
unscored upon and unchallenged while 
racking up 321 points – 32.1 points per 
game (the final win of the remarkable 
season was via forfeit).

Freeman and team members were 
recognized by the 2012 Mississippi Leg-
islature prior to reunion activities held 
earlier this year “to celebrate and reminisce about the “un” team’s 
remarkable season.

When contacted about receiving the prestigious award, Freeman 

STRICKLAND

HENRY

FREEMAN

MCCULLOUGH

NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL
Serving on the veterans’ celebration committee are (from left) Ada 
McGrevey, Beth Milling, Bill Freeman, Ken Jones, Milton Smith, 
Butch Smith, Sid Etie and Dr. Billy Stewart. Not pictured are Billy 
Pierce and Mike McGrevey. 

5K Run/Walk Begins 
Homecoming Day Activities

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

A 5K Run/Walk will once again begin East Central Community 
College’s Homecoming celebration, which is scheduled Saturday, 
Sept. 29, 2012.

The annual competition 
starts at 7:30 a.m. on the 
College’s North Campus, be-
tween the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex and Lady Warrior 
softball field.

Entry fee is $20 per person. 
Each participant will receive 
a T-shirt and medallion.

Registration forms are available on the ECCC Web site, www.
eccc.edu. For more information, contact ECCC faculty member Dr. 
Phillip Crenshaw, race chairman, 601-635-6281.

Cast of “The 1940s Radio Hour”
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HOSEA PEREIRA
MORTON • FRESHMAN • LibERAL ARTS

 
Why did you choose to attend East Central? Because it 

was close to home
What is your favorite thing about East Central? Chicken 

Thursdays
What has been one of your favorite moments at East 

Central? Arm wrestling Dr. Phillip Crenshaw and winning
What is your favorite meal in the cafeteria or grill? 

Chicken tenders at the grill
Who is your favorite faculty member at East Central? 

Why? Dr. Crenshaw, because of his interesting way of teaching
Are you a part of any extracurricular activities? Which 

ones? Yes, band and choir
What is your average bed time in college life? 1 or 2 a.m.
What would you like to see done at East Central this 

year? To see the building between Newton and Davis reopened 
and used

What was your favorite part of Welcome Back Week? 
The Foam Party

What are your plans after East Central? Going to Ole Miss 
and furthering my education

—Emily Marler,
Staff Writer

SHELbY PARKMAN
RALEiGH • SOPHOMORE • SPEECH PATHOLOGY

Why did you choose to attend East Central? I didn’t want 
to go to the school in my district, and East Central is inviting.

What is your favorite thing about East Central? Everyone 
is really kind and helpful.

What is your most embarrassing moment at East Central? 
My freshman year, Tell Matuszewski  was dropping me off, and he 
had to drive down the street with his car alarm sounding.

What is your favorite meal in the cafeteria or grill? I like 
the pasta bar at the trends center in the cafeteria. 

Who is your favorite faculty member at East Central? 
Why? Mrs. Ann Durahm, she has been and is very helpful and can 
be reassuring when you need it the most.

Do you have any words of wisdom for the freshmen on 
campus? Yes. Study hard, be involved, and enjoy your time at 
East Central! It is what you make it. 

Are you a part of any extracurricular activities? Which 
ones? Yes, Warrior Corps, Astronomy Club, Baptist Student 
Union (including the WAY team), and Phi Theta Kappa 

What is your average bed time in college life? I go to bed 
when my homework is done.

What would you like to see happen at East Central this 
year? I wish to see smoking in the smoking zones to being enforced 
more.

What are your plans after East Central? I plan to go to the 
Mississippi University for Women to study speech pathology.

—Emily Marler,
Staff Writer

STRiKE A POSE

If you or someone you know is 
 

Talking about suicide 
Writing about suicide 
Thinking about suicide 

 

Don’t keep it a secret  
shatter the silence! 

 
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department  

of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit         
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information. 

   
   
    

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina    
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants.  The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. 

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   
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Mississippi Valley State University continues to serve as one of Mississippi’s deepest reservoirs for academic 
and instructional excellence in preparing future leaders. Our campus is very diverse, and we have students 
from around the nation and from different countries. 
 
The close-knit MVSU community prepares graduates for careers that require decision-making in complex 
settings, interwoven with a dynamic and diverse social, political and global environment.  Most MVSU 
students are first-generation, leading the way to brighter futures for generations to come.
 
Let MVSU help you fulfill your dreams!  Our recruiters stand ready to hear from you.  

Contact The Office of Admissions and Recruitment
662.254.3347

MVSU 7222 • 14000 Highway 82 West • Itta Bena, MS • 38941-1400 

Let MVSU tranSforM YoUr Life!!

Jaywalking: An Issue of Safety
BY ADDREONNA SEGER

Editor

Students and faculty may have noticed a big 
change around campus.  For many of them, 
these may seem to 
be inconveniences.  
For others, the 
policy behind them 
is brilliant and very 
helpful. No matter 
how one looks at it, the 
addition of sidewalks 
and crosswalks are an 
issue of safety. 

There are 
crosswalks located 
from Burton Library 
to Newton Hall, from 
Huff Auditorium to 
Ethridge Hall, and 
more will be installed 
in the near future. 

According to East 
Central’s Police Chief 
Mitch McCleon and Dean of Students James 
Miller, the crosswalks were installed for the 
student’s best interest. 

“These crosswalks were put in because we’ve 
had near-misses in the past where students would 
be walking in the middle of the street,” said Chief 
McCleon about the need for crosswalks. 

“We spoke with the Safety Board and 
Administration and everyone voted for this,” 
Dean Miller added. 

Crosswalk etiquette is all about driver/
pedestrian mutual understanding. Drivers are 
expected to come to a full stop at all crosswalks 
and students are asked to look both ways before 
crossing.  Never assume that a car will make a 
full stop, and never assume that a pedestrian 
won’t walk out in front of you. Pay special 

attention to each other 
and remember all the 
things you were taught 
in driver’s education. 
Yellow lines across 
the ground mean that 
drivers must yield to 
pedestrians.  This also 
means that drivers 
need to implore 
more careful driving 
around campus. 
Drivers should also 
pay close attention 
to the speed limits. 
There is nowhere a 
driver has to be that is 
more important than 
someone’s life.  The 
speed limit is 15 miles an hour on school campus, 
which is an adequate driving speed. 

Of course, for those students who have already 
been issued tickets, 
they know the process. 
For students who 
don’t, anyone caught 
not using a crosswalk 
will be issued a citation 
that can also result in 
a $50 dollar fi ne. Dean 
Miller said he wants 
make it abundantly 
clear that students 
with disrespectful and 
outrageous behavior 
will be fi ned. Others, 
who may have not 
been paying enough 
attention or just don’t 
want to walk out of 
their way, will receive 
a warning.

Since commuters have said they fi nd it 

especially annoying to use a crosswalk with 
parking being a huge issue for most commuters. 
The problem most commuters said they have 
is there are not enough crosswalks and a lot of 
space between where they park and the nearest 
crosswalk. However, there is no need for anyone 
to put his or her life in jeopardy in order to rush 
to class. If a student fi nds his or herself late, take 
action to make sure that he or she is on campus 
earlier so that he or she can park and still have 
plenty of time to safely get to class.  

When asked if a student walking across grass 

was an issue Dean Miller replied, “No, walking 
on the grass isn’t a problem. We just don’t want 
students walking down the middle of a street. 
There are plenty of other places to walk.”

The installation of crosswalks and sidewalks 
are a very important addition to East Central’s 
progress. The continuation of road work for East 
Central will be seen in the next few months. Don’t 
worry though; the crosswalks will eventually 
become especially useful for all who attend East 
Central. The process is often more inconvenient 
than the fi nished project.

AMANDA PACKER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
East Central Community College students use the newly designated crosswalk behin Newton Hall 
crossing to the sidewalk by Burton Library, Crosswalks have been installed throughout the campus to 
help ensure the students safety as they walk on campus.

SEGER

CHIEF MCCLEON

DEAN MILLER

ECCC’s Phi Beta Lambda Leaders: These students at East Central Community College 
were selected as Phi Beta Lambda offi cers for 2012-13. Seated from left are Christon 
Flores of Philadelphia, treasurer; Ashley Milner of Greenwood, secretary; Yashica Ickom 
of Lake, vice president; and Tanner Fortenberry of Union, president. Standing from left 
are Jared Jim of Choctaw, parliamentarian; Latisha Johnson and Patricia Thweatt, both 
historians from Decatur; and Timmie Ivey of Little Rock, reporter. Phi Beta Lambda is an 
organization for business students.  Christy Ferguson, business and offi ce technology 
instructor, serves as PBL adviser.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM



Lucas 
Calvert
Louisville 
Sophomore 
• Liberal 
Arts  

“I am supporting Mitt Rom-
ney. Mainly because he 
is a proven businessman; 
our current President has 
done very little to help this 
economy, and I believe 
that Romney and Ryan will 
give me a better chance of 
fi nding a job when I gradu-
ate college.”

Denzel 
Clemons

Philadelphia 
Sophomore 

• Pre-Med  
“Barack 

Obama. He is a very intel-
ligent leader and a char-
ismatic speaker. He also 

is a caring family man. He 
possesses countless tools 
to be an exceptional Presi-

dent. For four more years of 
course….”

Marc 
McCool
Noxapater • 
History In-
structor
“President 

Obama’s policies for the 
past four years have not 
worked and it is time to 
try something new....more 
change…in the right direc-
tion.”
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Warrior Viewpoints

Who Do You Favor 
for the Next President?

Jessica 
McDonald

Philadelphia 
Sophomore 

• Physical 
Therapy

“I choose Barack Obama 
for President because he 

has done a lot for our coun-
try; Obama has no ties to 

big business and he knows 
the social classes. Obama 
inspires people of all ages 

to action. I truly believe that 
Obama will succeed even 

more if reelected for Presi-
dent this November.”

BY WILL STOKES
WORDS OF A WARRIOR

FROM THE EDITOR

OTHER VIEWS

OTHER VIEWS

WORDS FROM THE STUDENT PREZ

The Tom-Tom is a student publication 
of East Central Community College in Decatur, Miss. 

It is published by the Offi ce of Public Information.
For more information, contact the staff at P.O. Box 129, 

Decatur, MS, 39327 or by phone at 601-635-2111, ext. 364, 
or toll free at 1-877-462-3222.

Accreditation
     East Central Community College is accredited 

by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award 
the Associate Degree.  Contact the Commission on Colleges 

at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 
or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation 

of East Central Community College.
Notice of Non-Discrimination

     East Central Community College does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 

religion, or age in admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in its programs and activities. Compliance

with Section 504 and Title IX is coordinated 
by Dr. Teresa Houston, Vice President for Instruction, 

P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, Phone: 601-635-6202, 
Fax: 601-635-4011, e-mail: thouston@eccc.edu.

Sponsor: Gennie Phillips
Editor: Addreonna Seger
Design Editor: Holli Nutt
Cartoonists: Claire Griffi n

Staff writers/
photographers: 

Eliud Alvarez
Jessica Barnett

Maddison Herrington
Hannah Kergaard

Johnny Kight
Paige Mann

Emily Marler
Amanda Packer
Magen Pierce
Maria Rivera

David Michael Savell
Candice Stewart

Will Stokes

East Central Community has never been a place of low-stan-
dard appearance or sub-par technology. It has been outdated, 

however. The great news is that East Central is working hard 
with faculty, staff, students and the com-
munity to improve upon the outdated por-
tions of the school. 

Students may have noticed the immense 
changes in their day-to-day campus lives. 
First, there are the new sidewalks. If 
you are a freshman, trust me, appreciate 
them.  Walking up and down hills gets old 
quickly.  

Along with the new sidewalks come 
cross-walks. These cross-walks are for stu-
dent/driver safety, and they are a wonder-
ful improvement to the campus. 
East Central’s groundskeepers are also 
working hard to make our Campus look 
wonderful.  They are in the process of 
planting new grass at this time. Please 
avoid the areas that are taped off in yellow 
and orange. 

In addition, new doors have been added to Huff Auditorium, 
which were long needed. No more squeaky doors! 

Also new to East Central and a bit overdue, if I do say so 
myself, are the computers in the English Lab in Newton Hall. 
I cannot express my joy over these new computers.  They were 
much needed. Outdated technology is the worst possible thing to 
have in a college setting. Not only did we get new computers, we 
got new computers with updated software capabilities. Windows 
XP is pretty useless by now. Catching up to Windows 7 is a great 
leap forward. This is especially important considering every time 
Microsoft comes out with new software a whole new group of 
freshmen must take a different computer concepts class than the 
year before. 

However, with progress comes frustration. I understand that 
we are still in need of several things around campus such as more 
cross-walks beside Rives and Barber halls towards Ethridge and 
crossing the main street to Huff Auditorium as well as a cross-
walk from Tucker to Davis Hall to name a couple. While the com-
puters in the English lab are wonderful, each English class needs 
to have computers. I am an English major, and it is frustrating to 
have to move classes around every day and never be sure where 
your class will be because there is only one lab with computers. 
English requires typed papers. As long as these papers are in-
class only assignments, there need to be computers available to 
every classroom. 

This is the beginning of a new campus and an exciting one at 
that. I cannot wait to see how this campus evolves in the next 
couple of years. It has come a long way and still has a long way to 
go. It is important to remember that we all play a part in keep-
ing East Central up-to-date and beautiful. There are small things 
like respecting and proper use of East Central property, we can 
each do to make sure it evolves into something incredible.

—Addreonna Seger
Editor

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

JEREMY CARSON
SBA President

Someone once said that change is inevitable - except from a 
vending machine. Well I don’t know about the latter part 
of that adage but I can testify to the former. Yes, change 

is inevitable and that truth applies to organizations as well as 
individuals. East Central Community College is in the midst of 
many changes with the retirement of key leadership, and from 
all indications it seems that the ECCC family is embracing these 
changes. 

I have had no greater professional honor than the one I 
received on March 20, 
2012, when the Board 
of Trustees named me 
the eighth president of 
this great institution. 
The confi dence and trust 
they displayed and con-
tinue to display in me 
means the world. Each 
day I walk through the 
door of Vincent Admin-
istration Building I 
remind myself that only 
seven other men (at this 
point in history) have 
held the Offi ce of Presi-
dent at ECCC. That 
fact does not swell my 
head with pride, rather 
it causes me to bow my 
head in humility that 
I have been entrusted 
with such a great re-
sponsibility. I also remind myself each day I walk through the 
door, that this is not about me. I am surrounded by men and 
women, faculty and staff, who care deeply about this college 
and want to see it succeed through service to our students and 
our communities. It is truly an honor to serve with them and it 
excites me and motivates me to work as hard as I possibly can 
each day. 

Since I began this great adventure in July, I have made many 
observations. First, ECCC has the greatest student body in the 
state of Mississippi. Each day I walk around the campus, stu-
dents greet me with a hello and a smile or reply to me with a 
“Good morning” or “Good afternoon.” They are polite and well-
mannered and what a privilege it is to be their president. Sec-
ond, ECCC has a very talented group of faculty members who 
have the opportunity to interact with these students each day. 
Their focus and emphasis is on teaching and learning. I think 
if you asked each one what they teach, each one would reply, 
“Students.” While they are certainly the subject-matter experts, 
they teach students, they teach people. And they are quite skill-
ful at their craft. Third, ECCC staff and administrators strive to 
provide the best possible programs and services for our students. 
I believe that each one knows that we are here to serve and sup-
port and when a student succeeds, we all succeed. As a matter of 
fact, this edition of The Tom-Tom highlights signifi cant achieve-
ments and successes of our students. And we are all proud of 
them.

One of the things the Board of Trustees asked me during the 
interview process was my vision for ECCC. I responded that if I 
told them my vision for ECCC at that time then I would be arro-
gant seeing as I do not know the campus, the community, or the 
people very well. However, I told them I would be irresponsible 
if I did not have a plan to develop a vision for our College. There-
fore, I am pleased to share with you that we have embarked on 
a planning process to develop 2020 Vision for ECCC. The plan’s 
name has two distinct meanings. First, 20/20 vision is perfect, 
clear, and acute. We want our strategic plan to be a clear road-
map to get us where we want to be, so we will know when we get 
there. Second, we are asking ourselves what we want ECCC to 
look like in the year 2020. The planning process has begun and 
will continue to be a collaborative effort providing opportunities 
for students, faculty, staff, and citizens across our fi ve-county 
service area to come together and imagine the future. We hope 
to include big, hopeful ideas that don’t get talked about in every-
day conversation. 

I want to thank the Homecoming Committees who have been 
working diligently to prepare for Homecoming 2012. We antici-
pate a day fi lled with fun activities! I also want to extend my 
congratulations to our 2012 Homecoming Honorees as well as 
the newest members of the ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame.  

As we move through these next few years of change and op-
portunity, we look back with pride on our past and those who 
worked so hard to develop a fi rm foundation for our institution. 
It is on that foundation that we build both our present and our 
future. And, we look forward to a bright future with great expec-
tancy considering the wonderful things we can and will accom-
plish—together! It is GREAT to be a WARRIOR!!

Editor’s note: The above column includes excerpts taken 
from The Warrior magazine.

Taking Pride in the Past 
& Focusing on the Future

SBA Makes Plans for Fall Activities
Hey everybody!

 I hope you all enjoyed homecom-
ing week. The Student Body As-

sociation has a lot more things planned for 
the Spring but there are still some events 
planned for the Fall! On October 30 we 
will have the Haunted House of Hoops. On 
November 29 we will be hosting the Fall 
Festival in the mall. I hope to see everyone 
there!

—Jeremy Carson
SBA President

New Beginnings for East Central: 
Beauti� cation & Technology

BY CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

My appearance at ECCC.
When I think of the clothes I am wearing, even though 

I’m already a young adult and  I 
can dress however I want. I always think 
would Mom say okay, or would they have 
a stroke. About 50, percent of the time 
I make decisions about the clothes I am 
wearing based on what I think Mom 
would say. When Mom says OK, most of 
the time the clothes are appropriate, com-
fortable, and cool to wear to college.

The clothes I considered appropriate for 
college are:
Cute tops that covered the necessary 

parts of the body.
Shorts, pants, or dresses that cover 

what people don’t want to see. 
Clothes according to the weather.
Clothes according to the activities I 

will being doing on the day of college.
Although I don’t really care what people 

think of me, it’s only when people think 
bad of me. It is always very important to know what people 
think good of me. In particular, I want to let my instructors 
know that I care about my education and not have my attire dis-
tract from that intention. A good way to let them know my point 
of view is dressing modest.  

 — Maria Rivera
Staff Writer

Congratulations to all the people who made Homecoming 
Court this year!  Homecoming elections across campus 
can be a very stressful time for the 

candidates.  Each girl is trying her best 
to make sure her face is well known, and 
people like her.

While walking around campus dur-
ing elections, it seemed like the campus 
threw up neon signs with people’s faces 
on them.  It is always an interesting ex-
perience turning every corner and seeing 
the same person’s picture everywhere on 
campus. And then when students decided 
to go and vote they were sure to be bom-
barded with candidates asking for their 
votes with cookies or candy.  

To sum this up, not all students like 
seeing the candidates’ faces everywhere 
they go and being charged by people with 
goodies.  For future students running for 
anything, it is not always the wisest to charge people for their 
vote.  It could possibly turn more people off than on.

 —Holli Nutt
Design Editor

Students Should Wear 
Appropriate Attire

Problems with Elections 

MARIA RIVERA
Staff Writer

The EC Way

            By Billy W. Stewart, Ph.D.

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor



A Student Publication of East Central Community College Page 5The Tom-Tom

Warrior Viewpoints

OTHER VIEWS
BY CLAIRE GRIFFIN

CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

FROM DR. LEE’S DESK

Homecoming is here, 
which means that we 
are nearing the one-

half way point of the semester 
already!  Make sure you are 
going to class and keeping up 
with your studies.  You will 
be tempted to take a day off, 
but there is no such thing as a 
“free” absence.  It always costs 
you because you cannot make 
up what you miss!  The number 
one preventable reason for fail-
ure in college is absences!

Always watch the bulletin 
boards for updates.  We al-
ways post the Daily Bulletin 
on MyEC, and the paper copies 
are posted around campus every Friday afternoon.  If you have 
suggestions for improving campus life see the Director of Housing 
and Student Activities, Ms. Marcie Pinson, e-mail her at mpin-
son@eccc.edu, or call her at 635-6213.   

Homecoming 2012 is almost here!  On Saturday, September 
29, ECCC has a day of activities celebrating the “homecoming” 
of alumni.  I challenge the clubs to show up in force and win the 
prizes as the three clubs with the highest attendance will be rec-
ognized and awarded money!  The top club will also win a pizza 
party!  There will be a table for you to check in at during the 
football game.  We encourage you to stay on campus Friday and 
attend Homecoming.  A slate of activities is planned so partici-
pate and have fun.  

We (old and young faculty and staff) challenge you student 
groups to run or walk in in the 5K at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, Sep-
tember 29!  Who can hang with the old folk?  See Dr. Crenshaw 
(pcrenshaw@eccc.edu) if you are interested in participating.

We are here to assist you.  Let me know if you need help.  You 
can reach me at 635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  

Sincerely,

Randall E. Lee, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Services

Take Part in Homecoming

 DR. LEE

SMITH

In 1986, pop icon Janet Jackson asked the question “What Have 
You Done for me lately?” Well it seems Jackson’s question 
still resonates today as many voters 

across the country scratch their heads as 
they ponder, “What exactly has President 
Barack Obama done for me lately?” 

In 2008, President Obama ran on a plat-
form of hope and change and as a master 
craftsman of tone and rhetoric his mes-
sage was embraced and a real movement 
occurred in the country. Now as we refl ect 
back over the years not much has changed 
and the hopeful in many cases have 
turned hopeless. Our country has experi-
enced a detrimental economic downturn 
and a jobs market that is depressing to say 
the least. We’ve had one failed or fl awed 
policy after another and countless stalled 
initiatives from this administration. 

On Feb. 17, 2009, President Obama 
signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) also known as The American Recovery Program (TARP). 
The primary purpose of the act was to save and create jobs imme-
diately. The cost of the package when it was all said and done was 
$831 billion…yes, I said billion with a B. Now that’s a lot of tax 
payer dollars from American Citizens’, plus that’s a lot of borrowed 
money from dear friends like our Chinese buddies across seas. (By 
the way do they offer Chinese 101 at East Central Community Col-
lege, because I have a feeling we might all need it. China owns us!)

Well, here it is 2012 and unemployment rates are higher than 
ever. According to today’s Los Angeles Times news article by Don 
Lee: 

“‘The share of workers and unemployed people who are seeking 
work out of the total population – or the labor force participation 
rate — dropped to a 30-year low of 63.5 percent in August. Average 
hourly earnings also dipped over the month,’ the Labor Depart-
ment said.”

The article also went on to say the new job numbers did not 
amount to enough to absorb the new workers who are entering 
the labor force. Well guess who the new workers are? That’s you 
and me and our buddies who are just now completing their college 
education.

I don’t know about you but when I fi nish my college education I 
want a job! I don’t want to move back in with my parents and ask 
for them to continue to support me because there is no work. I’m 
ready to start my life and become independent. People, we can’t do 
that if there are no jobs for adults our age. I need a paycheck! 

One silver lining to President Obama’s stimulus package is the 
increased spending for unemployment benefi ts. Well thank you, 
Mr. Obama! It seems like the only thing that is growing is the 
unemployment line!

Now I have to give Obama credit for a few things he’s accom-
plished these past four years. As commander and Chief, he made 
the call to send in Seal Team 6 who brought an end to Osama Bin 
Laden. Americans’ breathed a collective sigh of relief that night 
and President Obama, his team and the brave men and women 
who protect us each day deserved a hearty pat on the back for that 
victory.

This year when I cast my vote for the very fi rst time for the 
presidential race, I will choose Mitt Romney. 

Romney has a proven track record of success as a leader and 
Chief Executive Offi cer (CEO). When he served as Massachusetts 
governor he walked into a state fi nancial crisis. As a Republican 
governor, he reached across the aisle to a State Congress dominat-
ed by Democrats, to sign into law job-creation incentives. Romney 
reorganized the government and cut spending and fought hard to 
bring new business to the state. By the end of his term in 2007, he 
brought the state unemployment down and left a $2 billion rainy 
day fund in the state’s bank account!

He also rescued Salt Lake City Olympics from scandal, security 
fears, and budget problems. He has a long history of success in the 
private sector, where he excelled in business and accumulated his 
personal wealth through hard work and education. He is a gradu-
ate of Harvard Law, Harvard Business School and Brigham Young 
University. 

On top of that, he has a chosen in his running mate Paul Ryan, a 
man who is serious about cutting the budget and lessening spend-
ing to ensure the country’s fi nancial future. Ryan is serving his 
seventh consecutive term as congressman and chairs the House 
Budget Committee. He brings an energetic yet responsible voice to 
the ticket. 

So back to Jackson and her question, “What have you done for 
me lately?” Talk is cheap, and fellow students, actions always 
speak louder than words. When examining your choices, don’t just 
listen to what your candidates are saying but research what they 
have done. For me, there’s not really much  I can say President 
Obama has done for me or my family for that matter. I’m ready 
to put real hope, real change, and real action in the offi ce of the 
President, and my hopes and dreams are pinned to the Romney/ 
Ryan ticket.

—Will Stokes
Staff Writer 

Are You Better Off?

WILL STOKES
Staff Writer

SHARE YOUR 
THOUGHTS & IDEAS!

If you would like to submit a letter to the 
editor, question for Dr. Stewart, cartoon idea 

or a guest column, please e-mail them to 
tomtomwarriorpride@gmail.com

The Tom-Tom is the voice of the Warriors!

How is EC
Campus Life?

BY WILL STOKES
WORDS OF A WARRIOR

Kayla 
Estes
Philadelphia 
• Pharmacy
“I really enjoy 

campus life 
so far. There is always an 

activity or festivity to at-
tend.  My roommate and 
I are always involved in 

whatever is going on at the 
time. I really do love cam-

pus life at EC. “

Emily Gully
Bay Springs 
• Liberal 
Arts  
“I love be-
ing able to 

interact with people I have 
never met before moving 
to East Central. Campus 
life brings so many oppor-
tunities and student activi-
ties to us students. Living 
on campus in the dorms 
has brought me many new 
friends who I would have 
never gotten so close to if 
I did not live on campus. 
Campus life is a great new 
step in my life.”

Payton 
Smith

Forest • 
Elementary 

Education
“I love the 

campus life at East Central. 
I am enjoying meeting new 

people and experiencing 
the college life.”

Sawyer 
Williams
Eldorado, 
Ark. • 
Nursing
“For the fi rst 

few weeks it has been 
swell.  An advantage to be-
ing at such a small college 
is that it makes it easier 
to communicate with your 
teachers and peers.”

Tell Matusz-
weski

Raleigh • 
Pre-Law

“The campus 
is small and 
friendly and 

the one on one with teach-
ers is great. The environ-
ment is not super stress-

ful…it’s relaxed.”

Sam Lovern
Philadelphia 

•  Music
“Campus life 
for me is so 
much differ-

ent from high 
school but in a much bet-
ter way. Getting to make 
new friends, be involved 
in different organizations 

like Baptist Student Union 
and band, and living ‘on my 

own’ is incredible.”

Hello, EC students!
We’re happy to offer you a new service--The ECCC Writing 

Center.  
If you’re an ECCC student in any program or class, the Writ-

ing Center is available to 
you.  Bring any type of writing 
assignment that you’re hav-
ing trouble with and we’ll try 
to help you through the rough 
spots.  We won’t write (or re-
write) the paper for you, but 
we’ll offer advice for specifi c 
issues that you might be having 
or give general advice about the 
work you’ve completed so far.  

How it works: Bring the work 
you’ve done so far and any ma-
terials your instructor has given 
you (assignment sheets, direc-
tions, guidelines, etc.) to the 
Writing Center location.  Have 
your questions ready.  You’ll be 
given 15 minutes of one-on-one 
tutoring with an EC instructor regarding your work.  This is on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis, so you might have to wait for another 
student to fi nish his or her session before you can begin your 
own.  

Things to remember: This is for all ECCC classes, not just 
English.  Biology, Nursing, Automotive Tech--you name it, we’ll 
tell you it’s a proper noun.  Always remember, however, that 
your instructor is the fi nal authority on your assignment, so you 
should never take the advice of a Writing Center consultant if 
it goes against what your instructor for that particular course 
has taught you.  We’re here to help, but only in a way that will 
complement your instructor’s guidelines.  Always ask if you’re 
not sure.

Our hours and locations:
Monday and Wednesday: 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. in Newton Hall 

101 (Dr. Crenshaw’s offi ce), 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. in Huff 46 (Misty 
Smith’s offi ce)
Tuesday and Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in Huff 46 (Misty 
Smith’s offi ce)

Friday: 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. in Newton Hall 101 (Dr. Cren-
shaw’s offi ce), 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. in Huff 46 (Misty Smith’s 
offi ce) 

We look forward to seeing you!
Misty Smith

English  Instructor

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Writing Center Opens

If you would like to submit a 
letter to the editor, question for 
Dr. Stewart or a guest column, 

please e-mail them to 
tomtomwarriorpride@gmail.com
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Warrior Viewpoints
other Views

DiD YoU KNow

DiD YoU KNow

The upcoming Presidential 
election is going to be one of 
the most influential elections 

in American history. There are two 
choices up for grabs, or if you’re like 
me, there is only one clear choice. 
The candidates have all shown their 
true colors and it is evident who is 
the more capable of the two to run 
this country. 

Presidential elections have become 
a thing of scandal with each new 
election. However, that is because of 
the increasing use of technology to 
slander other candidates. Republi-
cans and Tea Party members, along 
with super-rich benefactors and 
lobbyists seem to have made it their 
job to make spend billions of dollars 
making television ads that just aren’t 
true. That isn’t to say that some peo-
ple in the Democratic Party haven’t 
done this, but it is more prevalent 
within the Republican circle. Most 
people watch television and nearly 
everyone uses the Internet. But, why 
dig if all the information is given 
to you, right? Wrong. The truth is, 
the media is being used to lie to the 
American people because big, rich, 
greedy corporations think we’re not 
smart enough to know the differ-
ence.  The media wants you to believe 
that President Barack Obama hasn’t 
done anything worthwhile or that his 
plans and implemented bills haven’t 
done anything for the average family. 
That’s just not true.

Factually speaking, President 
Obama has done a fantastic job with 
this country and will continue to do 
an amazing job.  I start off with jobs 
because they are one of the most 
important issues we face every day as 
Americans and especially as college 
students. A lot of people will try to 
assert that because they haven’t had 
it directly affect them, the President 
has done nothing to create more 
jobs or stimulate the market.  This 
statement is also false. He helped 
the economy, even though he couldn’t 
completely fix it. 

How, you may ask? He created a 

23 percent increase in employment, 
known as the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, which provided 
Americans with 2.1 million more jobs.  
This makes the economy stronger be-
cause the more people who work, the 
less the government has to pay out 
month-by-month to unemployment, 
which makes more money for other 
Government offices such as much 
needed healthcare programs and So-
cial Security.  You may have heard, 
these are failing programs that Presi-
dent Obama has re-vamped. 

Healthcare is another sensitive is-
sue for the American people. People 
are concerned that it will hurt small 
businesses and be unaffordable and 
unnecessary. The Affordable Care Act 
doesn’t penalize people for not hav-
ing health insurance and it doesn’t 
force small businesses (a business 
with less than 50 employees) to 
provide their employees with health 
care benefits. The ACA does allow 
for children and the elderly to have 
affordable healthcare regardless of 
a pre-existing condition. It requires 
insurance companies to approve and 
continue coverage for people with 
terminal illnesses. It prevents pa-
tients’ families from having to deal 
with unsightly hospital bills during 
an illness or after death. In fact, 
the ACA has allowed 4 million more 
children to be available to receive 
State Children’s Healthcare Insur-
ance or SCHIP.  This means that for 
those of you with children, parents, 
grandparents or even yourself can 
finally afford healthcare and cannot 
for any reason be denied. Univer-
sal healthcare works in Europe and 
Canada, there is no reason to believe 
it wouldn’t work here. As for the 
initial costs of healthcare, that’s to be 
expected. However, it should be noted 
that the initial costs will balance out 
during the next couple of years. 

Soldiers and veterans have received 
incredible benefits under President 
Obama’s administration as well. 
Soldiers have new, better body ar-
mor, improved housing for military 

personnel , 
improving 
benefits for 
veterans, 
increasing pay 
and benefits 
for military 
personnel and 
benefits paid 
for families of 
fallen soldiers 
as well as a 
plethora of 
additional ben-
efits. President 
Obama also 
implemented 
laws that say 
that there can be no media-blackouts 
and information about soldiers must 
be released, where previously if a 
soldier died his or her family could be 
left wondering for weeks. He provided 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
with more than $1.4 billion dollars to 
improve services to America’s veter-
ans. 

If all of this wasn’t enough, Presi-
dent Obama was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize and gave his $1.4 mil-
lion dollar prize money to non-profit 
organizations. He limited salaries 
of White House aides to $100,000 a 
year and won’t allow lobbyists’ access 
to the White House, which means 
that Pork Barrel spending no longer 
occurs within the President’s knowl-
edge. It also shows the lack of agenda 
that President Obama actually has 
and how much he truly cares for his 
countrymen and women. He protect-
ed more than 300,000 education jobs 
through the Recovery Act that would 
have otherwise been lost as well as 
made increases in student grants and 
loans so that high school graduates, 
no matter what his or her financial 
situation, could afford college.  He 
also funded new science and research 
labs as well as school construction 
in California, Ohio, Michigan, New 
York, Kentucky, Wisconsin, Oregon, 
Massachusetts Pennsylvania and 
Texas as well as Montana, Florida, 

Virginia, Arizona, Missouri, Utah, 
North Carolina, Maine, Vermont, 
South Carolina, Illinois and every 
state needing modern schools. Presi-
dent Obama also set aside $5 billion 
dollars for community colleges in-
cluding tribal schools. He ordered all 
federal agencies to undertake a study 
and make recommendations to cut 
spending as well as ordered reviews 
of all federal operations to identify 
and cut wasteful spending. 

He provided tax credit to workers 
thus cutting taxes for 95 percent of 
America’s middle class working fami-
lies.  This is where “Obama hasn’t 
personally done anything for me” 
attacks start. However, most people 
don’t understand how this works. 
Basically, parents earning above 
$43,000 a year can receive credit for 
20 percent of their child care expense 
and can claim up to $6,000 a year for 
two or more children. This comes out 
to a tax credit of $1,200. The thing 
is, most families don’t even clear 
$43,000 a year.  The tax credit for 
helping the middle class comes out in 
income taxes. It’s President Obama’s 
stimulus package. The more money 
people have to spend, the more 
money comes back. This helps with 
supply and demand as well as infla-
tion. If a family is rich, considered 
upper class or making over $115,000 
a year, they would not have seen this 
tax credit, because frankly, they don’t 
need it.

He visited more countries and met 
with more leaders than any president 
in his first six months in office. 

He improved relations with Iran, 
Russian, and the Islamic world. I 
don’t care who you are or where 
you stand on our relations with the 
Muslim community, but the fact is, 
we need strong relations with these 
countries. This is because all our con-
flict with them has been derived from 
years of hatred and bad policy. 

He drastically slowed down the re-
cession, saved Wall Street and made 
progress toward greater cooperation 
on limiting nuclear weapons creation.  

He also signed the Lilly Ledbetter 
Act, which enables women who work 
the same job with the same amount 
of skill and education to make the 
same amount of money as their 
male counterparts.  Before the LLA, 
women in the same jobs as men only 
made about 76 cents per dollar that 
their male counterparts made.  

Did I mention that he accomplished 
all of this with a dead-locked Con-
gress?

I could go on for days about all 
of the things President Obama has 
accomplished,  but I think every-
one gets the idea. If you’re looking 
for morals, he’s got them. If you’re 
looking for job creation or economic 
stimulus, he’s working towards 
them. If you’re looking for impres-
sive health care benefits that punish 
the insurance companies that have 
so long penalized the sick and dying, 
he’s got them.  If you’re looking for 
a country in which women are just 
as important as and equal to men, 
where homosexuals aren’t diseased, 
evil creatures and constitutional 
rights such as freedom of religion 
aren’t violated on a daily basis and 
used as a basis for the laws that are 
implemented, he’s fighting for it. If 
you’re looking for a man who runs 
this country based on ‘from each ac-
cording to his ability, to each accord-
ing to his need’ in which big business 
no longer controls the middle class or 
the country, President Barack Obama 
is the right candidate. 

There are so many media outlets 
poisoned by greed or personal agenda 
and tied to one political group or the 
other. Show them that the American 
people will not be swayed into a false 
sense of security because of their 
bi-partisan nature. Research these 
things for yourselves. All the real 
information is out there, people just 
have to dig a little deeper to find it. 

— Addreonna Seger
Editor

Fact Check: Election Multimedia 
or Multi-Million Dollar Lie? 

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

HOURS OF
OPERATION

MONDAY -THURSDAY

BREAKFAST       8:00 - 9:30        (Cash Only)
LUNCH                 10:30 - 1:30       (Meal Cards)
DINNER                 4:30 - 6:00        (Meal Cards)

FRIDAY

BREAKFAST       8:00 - 9:30         (Cash Only)
LUNCH                10:30 - 1:00         (Meal Cards)

The Grill is open for service from 8:00 AM till 6:00 PM Monday thru Thursday 
and Friday 8:00 AM till 1:00 PM  for commuter meal card students and cash 
customers.

According to the College Board, the cost of a college education 
has risen by almost 130 percent in the last 20 years. However, 
middle-class incomes have flatlined, making a college education 
an unattainable goal for many students. Those who take out 
loans as a means to pay their way may want to consider college 
majors that may better prepare them to find jobs in well-paying 
fields and offset the cost of those loans. According to salary data 
site PayScale, engineering majors are the majors to consider if 
salary is a priority.
4Petroleum engineering: Starting pay, $91,000; median pay, 

$155,000
4Chemical engineering: $64,500; $109,000.
4Electrical engineering: $61,300; $103,000
4Aerospace engineering: $60,700; $102,000
4Computer engineering: $61,800; $101,000
4Physics: $49,000; $101,000
4Applied mathematics: $52,600; $98,600
4Computer science: $56,600; $97,900
4Nuclear engineering: $65,000; $97,800

— MetrocreativeConnections

Thousands of students attend schools, where they will face 
the pressure of academics, making new friends and avoiding the 
vices of student life, such as drugs or alcohol. 

While certain drugs are on people’s radars, new, very danger-
ous drugs are continually being created. One new and dangerous 
drug that has recently come to the forefront is “bath salts.” 

According to the American Association of Poison Control Cen-
ters, calls to poison centers pertaining to bath salts rose to 6,138 
in 2011 from 304 in 2010. The drug is not used in the bath but 
gets its name from its salt-like appearance. It is an inexpensive, 
synthetic form of speed that is made from mixing different stimu-
lant chemicals. 

According to authorities and healthcare workers, the drug 
makes users aggressive and agitated while creating hallucina-
tions that inspire paranoid and violent behavior. Many people 
became aware of bath salts in the spring of 2012, when a Miami 
man who may have been under theinfluence of bath salts alleged-
ly attacked a homeless man and bit off portions of his face. Other 
similar cases have been documented.

— MetrocreativeConnections

Education Cost Rising

Bath Salts Are Growing Danger
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College 101
from the shelf

gamers’ gathering

theater take

If you are looking for a good 
quality movie to watch, 
listen up.  Touchback is a 

movie 
that will 
make 
you seri-
ously 
question 
what’s 
impor-
tant in 
your 
life.  
This 
movie is 
about a 
senior 
star 
high 
school 
quarterback Scott Murphy, 
who is on the brink of reach-

ing fame and glory, but ends 
up with a major setback.  As 
he reaches his middle age, 
the journeys and hardships 
through his life have made him 
bitter. As he’s just about to call 
it quits, an astonishing event 
happens that takes him back 
in time to his old high school 
days.  He gets the chance to 
relive his life and possibly 
change its outcome.

This movie is a great family 
film.  It teaches us about our 
morals and how we should set 
our priorities.  This film can 
be enjoyed again and again so 
that in my opinion makes it 
wonderful. I would rate this 
movie a 7 out of 10, which is 
good for my high standards.

— Johnny Kight
Staff Writer

Touchback Scores Big

Another Sacha Baron Cohen Flop

Sacha Baron Cohen drops 
the documentary format, 
which is for the best after 

the awful Borat & Bruno films. 
This 
time he 
brings 
in the 
charac-
ter of 
Admiral 
General 
Aladeen, 
a dicta-
tor of a 
made-up 
country 
in North 
Africa. 
On a 
trip 
to the 
United 
States he is kidnapped, robbed 
of his beard and replaced by a 
lookalike.

Basically this movie is Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s version of Adam 

Sandler’s, You Don’t Mess with 
the Zohan. The comedy is just 
as vulgar and deliberately 
offensive; with the film open-
ing with “In Loving Memory of 
Kim Jong-il”. Audiences have 
come to expect this from a Co-
hen film, but the humor is very 
uneven.

I thought the movie was 
downright hilarious, yes I said 
hilarious, but only in some 
parts of the movie. Some parts 
of the movie were obviously 
showing what Cohen thought 
was American racism towards 
foreigners and the stereotypes 
accustomed to their country.

The movie had some side 
splitting humor in it and al-
most hinted at having a good 
“message” to it…until it came 
to the end. I say, watch it be-
cause it is humor, but it may be 
offensive to some — be warned. 

— Will Stokes
Staff Writer

Sylvia Plath is one of the greatest writ-
ers of her time. Most of her writing is 
poetry or prose, but her one glorifying 

piece of literature is The Bell Jar. Written 
in the early 60s, it was originally authored 
under a pseudonym because of its autobio-
graphical nature and the closeness of the 
story line to Plath’s real life.   

The story follows Esther Greenwood, a 
young woman living in New York on Schol-
arship, working as a guest editor of a mag-
azine, who lives a very plush and spoon-fed 
lifestyle. The only problem is Esther hates 
it. She believes that she doesn’t fit in and 
her being there is the beginning of a slow 
spiral into mental illness. Esther feels such 
alienation that Plath uses being trapped in 
a “bell jar” as a symbol to describe it. The 
Bell Jar also “steals her happiness” and 
takes her to the point of madness where 

she refuses to even 
wash herself. 

The first lines 
of the book are of 
Esther fantasizing 
about the Rosen-
bergs, who were 
executed by electro-
cution.  This comes 
into play later in 
the book in a very 
serious way because 
as Esther continues 
to decline she goes 
back home to try 
and get better. How-
ever, the institution 
she is sent to makes 
shock therapy infamous.  This is a fear 
Esther has always faced. The book poses 

no easy answers and for those of you who 
always expect a certain “fairytale ending” 
formula, this book will disappoint you. Es-
ther, as Plath, knew that she would always 
have to live with her illness and that it 
could attack at any given time. 

The book was a brave attempt for Plath 
to show people the ugly truths of life and 
to face her own demons the best way that 
any writer can. It also has very feministic 
undertones, which are obvious in Esther 
and several of the other characters as well.  
I seriously recommend this book to anyone 
who has a passion for reading. It is truly 
a great piece of literature that I believe 
many people could relate to on some level 
or another. 

— Addreonna Seger
Editor

The Bell Jar Offers Great Read

Brave Enough to Play? 
Silent Hill: Downpour is 

a survival horror video 
game, and is the eighth 

installment of the Silent Hill 
video game series. The game 
focuses 
on 
explo-
ration, 
puzzle-
solving, 
and 
combat. 

The 
main 
charac-
ter is 
Murphy 
Pend-
leton, 
who is a 
prisoner 
who 
enters the town of Silent Hill 
after surviving a car crash. 
Downpour takes place in and 
near Silent Hill, a rural Ameri-
can town existing in a multi-
universe consisting of the real 
world and a dark alternate 
dimension called “Otherworld,” 
where a partial lack of applica-
tion of physical laws occurs. 

Official Xbox Magazine 
summed up its review with 
“the game’s many puzzles and 
open-world areas did leave us 
aimlessly wondering and wan-
dering. But varied game play, 
solid combat, and an effective 

mix of psychological scares and 
freaky encounters make Down-
pour a worthwhile trip” giving 
the game 7.5 out of 10. 

IGN gave the game the most 
negative review saying “The 
most frustrating thing about 
Silent Hill: Downpour isn’t the 
lousy combat, dull exploration, 
or even the technical gaffes. 
It’s the fact that every now and 
then while playing through the 
game’s story, you’ll see signs of 
brilliance; sunlight hinted from 
behind the overcast sky.” IGN 
rated 4.5 out of10.

I enjoyed the creepy atmo-
sphere this game has. It is also 
challenging and interesting, so 
if you ever get the chance, I say 
try it out. I also would have to 
rate Downpour 7.5 out of 10.

— Paige Mann
Staff Writer

For as long as wars have occurred, 
soldiers have needed the art of cam-
ouflaging. This protects the soldier 

from being spotted while on a mission.  
But what if you could use that camouflag-
ing face paint as a blast protector as well? 

Scientists at the University of Southern 
Mississippi had the same question and 
have long since been working on creating 
a face paint that would protect against 
the heat from bomb blasts and other 
explosions. The face paint was created at 
the request of the United State’s Depart-
ment of Defense. 

But how do you make face paint that 
will do this? Newscientist magazine 
explains that “the researchers at USM 
used silicones rather than the flammable 
hydro-carbon material that make-up is 
usually composed of.” Silicon was picked 
because they absorb radiation at a far 
shorter wavelength outside of the intense 
heat spectrum. The paint also contained 
DEET for insect repellant purposes.  The 
military stipulates that all camouflaging 
materials must contain at least 35 per-
cent DEET. However, DEET is extremely 
flammable. Researchers were able to get 
around this problem by enclosing the 
DEET behind a hydrogel, which kept it 

from igniting. 
When they got past all their challenges 

and were ready for testing, they found 
that a layer of paint which was thinner 
than a layer of paper was very effective. It 
readily deflected heat for up to 15 seconds. 
At that point, the heat rose to a point 
where the wearer would have sustained 
first-degree burns. Just as reference 
however, thermal blasts from explosions 
typically only last around two seconds. 

In some situations, the face paint was 
even found to work for up to 60 seconds. 
This would allow for soldiers to be able to 
move away from an area of danger quickly 
and safely. 

Not only is this paint heat and insect 
repellant, but it can also be made for 
day and night wear, it doesn’t irritate 
the wearer’s skin, it’s easily applied and 
removed, and it’s waterproof!

The team is now looking into making it 
applicable for clothing and tents.  
The research was presented in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania during the 244th 
National Meeting & Exposition of the 
American Chemical Society and future 
endeavors look very promising. 

Bomb blasts look really cool in movies 
and it would be nice if our soldiers could 

suavely and slowly walk away from them.
This is not the case, however. Real life 

is a little less flashy and computer gener-
ated than movies are. I am excited that 
the researchers at USM are working on 
perfecting and making this product avail-
able to our soldiers. This is a huge step 
forward for science and an innovative 
leap for keeping our soldiers safe from all 
types of harm they face in war zones, even 
fire.

— Addreonna Seger
Editor

Face Paint: More than Just Camouflage

JOHNNY KIGHT
Staff Writer

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

WILL STOKES
Staff Writer

PAIGE MANN
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEWSCIENTIST MAGAZINE

tech time

There are many students who at-
tend ECCC and choose to commute. 
Commuting has its advantages 

and disadvantages; such as commuting 
provides a sense of freedom according to 
many ECCC commuters

 Commuter Olivia Harrison from Little 
Rock said, “I don’t have to abide by the 
dorm rules and I feel that I have more 
freedom living at home.” 

Another commuter Karri Miller from 
Hero said, “I like the privacy of living at 
home.” 

So the freedom as well as the privacy of 
home life makes commuting seem more 
appealing to EC students. 

Miller also said, “I feel that I don’t live 
far enough away to live in a dorm.” 

This seems to be one of the main reasons why most students 
commute. By staying at home students are able to save more of 
their scholarship or financial aid money because they are not 
spending it on a dorm fee.  

However, with the positive there is always the negative. One 
of the problems that commuters face is the money they must 
spend on gas, but the major problem is parking. 

With so many EC students commuting, the problem of 
parking on campus is steadily growing. This issue also cre-
ates time management problems for commuters because for 
many students taking the time to find a place to park makes 

them late for class. 
Commuter “Bo” Foster from Hickory 

said, “Finding a place to park is a big 
problem I face every day. “ 

Although it has its ups and downs, 
it seems, for most students, commut-
ing is the most convenient choice. 

—Magen Pierce
Staff Writer

MAGEN PIERCE
Staff Writer

Commuting Remains Popular

HARRISON MILLER

FOSTER

homecoming game
ECCC V. HINDS • Saturday, Sept. 29, 2012 • 2:30 p.m. • Bailey Stadium
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here in Decatur. This would not have 
been done without his help.”

Mutziger continued, “I count him as 
a friend as well as business associate 
and boss. We are lucky at Rush Health 
Systems to have him here. I can think 
of no one else who comes close to fi t-
ting the qualifi cations as East Central 
Community College Alumnus of the 
Year.”

Strickland began his career in the 
accounting department and worked 
his way through the ranks at Rush. It’s 
a career path that he said defi nitely 
made an impact on his leadership.

“I believe it has given me greater op-
portunities to value and respect our 
employees for the contributions they 
make. We are very fortunate at Rush 
to have many dedicated employees 
who have worked in the organization 
for decades. When you have worked 
alongside people for many years, and 
worked together with them to take care 
of patients, learn new technology and 
expand services, you come to value and 
respect them in a very special way, es-
pecially when you see them persevere 
through diffi cult times or work through 
diffi cult situations together with them. 
They become your ‘work family.’” 

Of his leadership style, Strickland 
said, “I believe in servant leadership, 
attention to detail and that the buck 
stops with me.”

Healthcare is an ever-changing in-
dustry and Strickland said he has been 
fortunate to witness much change and 
many advances.

“My career in healthcare has encom-
passed a very exciting period of time 
in medicine, during which a great deal 
of technological advances have been 
made. During that time, Rush Health 
Systems has grown and changed tre-
mendously as well.”

When Strickland began his tenure 
with Rush, he said there were no fax 
machines or computers. Rush Hospital 
and Rush Medical Group, which then 
consisted of nine physicians, were the 
sole basis of the operation. Today, he 
said computers are used in almost ev-
ery aspect of the business, including 
many key aspects of patient care.

“The challenge for us in our industry 
is to keep the human aspects of all we 
do in perspective as we make techno-
logical advances. While everything sur-
rounding us may change as far as tech-
nology is concerned, the people aspect 
doesn’t change. At the heart of every 
action is a patient who needs our care 
and behind every piece of technology 
we operate is a person, our employee, 
who needs to be focused on the needs of 
the patient, and appropriately trained 
to do the job.”

For his success in the healthcare in-
dustry, Strickland gives much praise 
to his Rush predecessor.

“I have been and continue to be 
strongly infl uenced and greatly blessed 
by an outstanding gentleman who has 
served as a mentor and inspiration to 
me and to many others, Mr. J.C. McEl-
roy, Jr.,” Strickland said.

“Mr. McElroy saw promise in me, 
gave me opportunities to advance and 
learn, and taught me so many impor-
tant management techniques and 
skills that have helped me learn and 
grow in my career and in my life. He 

leads by example and takes time to 
help others develop the best in them-
selves. As the current Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Rush Health 
Systems, he is still looked to for guid-
ance and sound advice. Mr. McElroy 
retired from Rush Health Systems in 
1999, but in his role as board chair-
man, he continues to inspire with inno-
vative ideas and great leadership. I will 
be forever grateful for his confi dence in 
me and his support and guidance.”

Perhaps the his greatest infl uence 
was from his parents, the late Larn 
and Geneva Strickland, who instilled 
in him a strong work ethic and sense of 
responsibility.

“They also instilled in me a love of 
our home where I grew up just outside 
of Decatur.  My parents felt it was im-
portant to get a college education and 
then to fi nd an employer where you 
could be loyal and dedicated,” he said. 
“I would also like to mention my late 
uncle, James Vance, also an ECCC 
graduate, and the role he played in 
showing a young man from Decatur 
that a college education was a possibil-
ity.”

A member of the Class of 1967, 
Strickland said it was the accessibility 
and affordability of East Central that 
allowed him to begin his college career.

“Had I not been able to begin my col-
lege studies close to home, with afford-
able tuition, I would not have pursued 
higher education,” Strickland said. 
“East Central prepared me for and al-
lowed me to compete in the business 
world. Had it not been for my two years 
at East Central, I would never have ac-
complished things I have thus far.”

 Strickland said he worked two jobs 
and lived at home while attending East 

Central and although he was limited 
on extracurricular activities, it was the 
people he met while attending East 
Central that are the highlight of his 
time as a student.

Of his instructors at East Central, 
Strickland said, “I have always felt a 
huge debt of gratitude to those at ECJC 
who inspired a very shy young man 
from Decatur, Mississippi, to pursue 
his education. Those instructors also 
helped me build my self-confi dence. 
When talking about my educational 
background, I always say that my in-
structors at ECJC were some of the 
best, if not the best I had anywhere, 
even in graduate school. I am reluctant 
to mention specifi c people, however, 
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
these individuals: Ovid Vickers, the 
best professor period; Frank Leather-
wood, one of the most dedicated profes-
sors; and Frank Cross, a very inspiring 
professor.”

Strickland continued his education 
at Mississippi State University, where 
he received a bachelor’s degree, and 
completed the MBA at the University 
of Alabama.

He was honored recently by having 
the Wallace Strickland/Rush Health 
Systems Endowed Scholarship estab-
lished at the College in his honor by 
Newton Community Health Founda-
tion and Rush Health Systems. He was 
selected Meridian Star Citizen of the 
Year in 2006 and is a member of the 
Meridian Community College Hall of 
Fame.

In addition, he serves as chairman of 
the Medicaid Hospital Advisory Board; 
member of the Board of Directors for 
Great Southern National Bank; board 
member for the State Games of Missis-

sippi; past chairman of the East Mis-
sissippi Business Development Cor-
poration (2005); and Past President of 
the Mississippi Medical Group Man-
agement Association (1976). 

Strickland is married to the former 
Judy Morland of Meridian. They have 
two children, Julie and Jason.

“I am proud to say my entire immedi-
ate family is or has been a part of the 
Rush family of caregivers,” Strickland 
said. “My wife, Judy, worked for 23 
years, until 1995, when she decided 
to stay home to be more involved in 
our children’s school and sports activi-
ties. As data processing director, Judy 
played an integral role at Rush during 
the 1980s and 90s when so many ad-
vances were being made in technology, 
especially in the area of computeriza-
tion of all our business functions.

“Our daughter, Julie Marie, is a reg-
istered pharmacist who works at H.C. 
Watkins Memorial Hospital in Quit-
man and our son, Jason, works in Busi-
ness Services as the Third Party Payor 
Audit coordinator, having started his 
career in an entry-level position much 
like the role I started in. It is very grat-
ifying to have my children choose ca-
reers in the healthcare fi eld and have 
the opportunity to work with them.”

In addition, Strickland’s sister, Neva 
Joe Pettigrew, and her daughter, Jen-
nifer Lafferty, both family nurse prac-
titioners, work at Immediate Care 
Clinic and Marion Primary Care Cen-
ter, respectively.

Strickland will be honored along with 
additional award recipients during 
the College’s annual Alumni Awards 
Luncheon, scheduled at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 29, 2012, during the annual 
Homecoming festivities.

The Riley Next Step Scholarship is being  
offered for the 2013 Spring Semester.  

Admission to the university and an online résumé  
are required for scholarship consideration.  

Visit www.meridian.msstate.edu, click Apply Now. 

 Students with a competitive GPA who have  
 completed at least 48 transferable hours are  
 encouraged to apply for this scholarship.  

 Become a Riley Scholar at MSU-Meridian and 
 receive full tuition and fees! Call 601.484.0134 for details. 

WE ARE MISSISSIPPI STATE.

The Riley Next Step Scholarship
Apply Now for Spring 2013!
Priority Date: November 15.

1000 Hwy 19 North, Meridian • 601.484.0134 • meridian.msstate.edu • finaid@mail.meridian.msstate.edu

STRICKLAND
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REUNION
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Randy Russell, Joey Sharp, Johnny Shields, Arthur Townsend, 
Charlie Walker, Todd Wall, Daniel Winstead, Greg Winstead, Bob 
Yarbrough, Howard Allgood (Manager), Donald Ficklin (Manager), 
Willie Hanna (Manager), David Bradberry (Coach), Freeman Hor-
ton (Coach) and Ken Pouncey (Head Coach). 

Members of the 1982 team included Raymond Alley, Tony Bak-
er, Mike Ballew, Randy Banning, Wayne Baucum, Jeff Breland, 
Sammy Breland, Jay Brown, Kyle Callaghan, Lamar Cheatham, 
Early Clemons, Anthony Cunningham, Eddie Dean, Davey Doby, 
Joe Douglas, Marcus Evans, Jerry Gallaspy, Steve Gates, Wil-
lie Gates, Eddie Goss, Scott Griffi n, Calvin Harper, Steve Hatch, 
Mike Hawthorne, Micah Hazelwood, Jessie Hudson, Andy Johns, 
Jay Jones, Jim Kennamer, Joe Allen Killens, William Leach, Dean 
LeBlanc, Randall Lee, Bernard Lee, Fredrick Lyons, Mike Mason, 
Bruce McGee, Scott Miley, Ronnie Parker, Chris Perry, Bob Posey, 
Scott Quisenberry, Paul Reed, Dale Reese, David Reynolds, Ned 
Rushing, Joey Sharp, Phil Smith, Paul Tatum, Charlie Triplett, 
Todd Wall, Ken Wallace, Bob Yarbrough, Derek Clark, (Manager), 
Doug Hubbard (Manager), David Bradberry (Coach), Freeman Hor-
ton (Coach) and Ken Pouncey (Head Coach). 

For more information, contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth at 601-
635-6327.

1981 Warrior Football Team

1982 Warrior Football Team
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said he found himself at a loss 
for words, obviously an unusual 
situation for the Forest resident 
who recently observed more 
than 30 years as a State Farm 
Insurance agent.

“It’s overwhelming,” Free-
man said of the honor. “The 
Athletic Hall of Fame is a very, 
very unique group…it’s like be-
ing awarded a blue ribbon; they 
don’t give but one. Words cannot 
describe the feeling.”

Freeman’s accomplishments 
on the football field began at 
Morton High School, where he 
provided many memorable mo-
ments for Panther fans.

His proudest moment proba-
bly came in the 1964 game with 
Brandon, when Freeman, at 
5-10, 117 pounds,  scored all of 
Morton’s points, which included 
a 99 ½ yard interception return. 
But Freeman did more than just 
return the pigskin for a score; 
he added a little “showboating” 
during the run.

“When I got to about mid-
field, I turned around and 
started running backwards to-
ward the end zone while wav-
ing to the Brandon fans,” Free-
man laughed while recalling 
the special moment. “The fans 
went wild, of course…but Coach 
(Dale) Brasher (head coach) and 
Coach (Jack) Taylor (assistant) 
were not amused one bit. Let’s 
just say I never pulled such a 
stunt again!”

Freeman was a four-year let-
ter-winner at Morton and was 
selected team captain and best 
back. He was an honorable men-
tion All Little Dixie Conference 
selection and played in the Mis-
sissippi High School All-Star 
Game in 1965.

He also excelled in track and 
twice won the 100-yard dash in 
state competition. His best time 
in the event was clocked at 10 
seconds flat!

Freeman’s athletic abilities 
caught the attention of sev-
eral college coaches, especially 
then Warrior head coach Tom-
my Guthrie who offered him a 
scholarship. But when Freeman 
arrived at East Central, a coach-
ing change was made and Dan 
Chatwood was head coach. 

Unbeknown to Freeman and 
the other signees, scholarship 
offers were made “to about 200 
players,” he recalled, “but only 
30 players would receive schol-
arships.”

Freeman said he can still re-
member hearing the conversa-
tion between Coach Chatwood 
and his assistant, Hansel King.

“Coach King said, ‘Dan, what 
are we going to do with this 
many football players and so 
few scholarships?’ And Coach 
Dan replied, ‘We’re going to run 
a bunch of them off.”

Freeman clearly remembers 
turning to teammate Keith Holt 
and stating, “Keith, we’re in for 
a treat, brother. We’re in for a 
treat! And sure enough, we were 
in for a treat!”

Freeman “survived” his fresh-
man season and helped lead the 
Warriors to a 7-3 record.

Highlights included a 13-6 
win over archrival East Mis-
sissippi, led by the legendary 
Coach “Bull” Sullivan.

Freeman helped set up East 
Central’s first touchdown when 
he intercepted a pass near mid-
field and returned the ball to the 
Lions’ 15-yard-line. 

Another highlight came in a 
15-12 upset of nationally ranked 
Holmes Community College. 
Freeman’s interception of a 
Holmes pass during a two-point 
conversion attempt following a 
late first half score allowed the 
Warriors to maintain an 8-6 
margin at halftime.

The 1965 Warriors also re-
corded victories over Southwest 
(6-2), Northwest (14-13), Hinds 
(28-7), Delta (10-8) and Itawam-
ba (17-0). The lone setbacks 
were to Gulf Coast (18-14), Pearl 
River (27-9) and Jones (10-6).

Freeman returned his sopho-
more season as a married man. 
He and his wife, the former 
Diane Turner of Morton, and 
Keith Holt and wife, Glenda, 
moved into the old Army bar-
racks, which was designated for 
married students and staff. 

Chatwood was still head coach 
and Ken Pouncey was added to 
the coaching staff.

Freeman said being a married 
member of the football team 
brought many challenges.

“Coach Chatwood thought the 
two married football players 
would be more physically fit to 
handle two-a-day and three-a-
day workouts if they stayed in 
the athletic dorm with the rest 
of the football team,” said Free-
man. “So we moved out of the 

married apartments and left 
our wives there.”

However, it did not take long 
for Freeman to come up with a 
plan so he and Keith could visit 
their wives at night.

“I noticed that the fire es-
cape ladder outside the athletic 
dorm was left down each night 
due to work being done on the 
building,” Freeman recalled. “So 
late at night we would slip out 
and stay with our wives until 
about 5:30 a.m. But one night        
while going down the ladder we 
were greeted by Coach Pounc-
ey…we obviously did not get to 
stay with our wives that night!” 

However, Freeman said ar-
rangements were later made to 
accommodate the two married 
couples.

The 1966 team was not as suc-
cessful as the previous year but 
the Warriors did manage to reg-
ister a second straight victory 
over rival East Mississippi by 
an impressive 24-7 margin. Oth-
er victories were recorded with 
Hinds (16-13), Pearl River (24-
7) and Co-Lin (21-20.) EC fell 
to Gulf Coast (33-20), Holmes 
(13-3), Jones (14-0), Delta (20-
7) and Northwest (17-14). The 
Warriors and Itawamba tied at 
14-14.

In the win over Scooba, Free-
man amassed 92 yards from his 
wingback position. His 77-yard 
jaunt helped set up a Warrior 
touchdown.

Freeman and Holt, a defen-
sive lineman, signed scholar-
ships with Livingston State 
College (now University of West 
Alabama) but Freeman decided 
to forego the opportunity since 
housing was not available for 
the married couple.

He was later offered a scholar-
ship at Southeastern Louisiana 
University, where he was asked 
to red-shirt his first season. 
Freeman decided to forego that 
opportunity as well and enrolled 
at the University of Southern 
Mississippi, where he concen-
trated solely on academics.

After earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in physical education at 
mid-year of the 1968-1969 term, 
Freeman began his career in 
the spring of 1969 as a teacher 
at Booker T. Washington High 
School in Memphis, Tenn. The 
following year he served as foot-
ball and track coach and taught 
classes at Clinton (La.) High 
School. He held similar duties 
at Amite (La.) High School from 
1970-73.

But it was at Lake High 
School, where the Freeman 
coaching legacy began in 1973. 

He still remembers the con-
versation he had with then prin-
cipal Huey Stone during the job 
interview:

“Well, it’s up to you, Mr. 
Stone,” Freeman said. “If you 
want a championship football 
program at Lake, you’ll hire me. 
If you don’t, go ahead and hire 
somebody else.”

Stone hired Freeman but 
probably questioned his deci-
sion prior to the start of the 
1973 season, when after three 
weeks of three-a-day practices, 
the squad was down to nine 
football players. Freeman was 
able to convince another 13 
players to join the squad when 
classes started. He dubbed that 
first Lake team as “The Magnifi-
cient 22.” The ’73 team posted a 
10-1 record. And another game 
was not lost for five years!

Victories from the record-
breaking 1974 season are as fol-
lows: Choctaw Central (18-0), 
West Lauderdale, (20-0), String-
er (40-0), Beulah Hubbard (30-
0), Sebastopol (50-0), Hickory 
(42-0), Scott Central (20-0), Na-
nih Waiya (30-0), Clarkdale (20-
0), Edinburg (38-0) and French 
Camp (forfeit).

Only one team came close to 
scoring on the Hornets in 1974. 
But the late Willie “Moochie” 
Wiedman nixed the attempt 
when the 140-pound nose guard 
blocked a short field goal at-
tempt in the game’s final mo-
ments. The “unseason” was pre-
served!

Freeman’s following three 
teams also went undefeated: 
1975 – 10-0; 1976 – 9-0-1; and 
1977 – 9-0. His final squad in 
1978 posted a 7-2 mark.

And what was the reason for 
his success?

“My philosophy as a coach was 
that I wanted every individual 
in school to participate in foot-
ball, but I knew that would nev-
er happen,” he stated. “But the 
ones that I could recruit to play 
football, I promised them that 
if they gave me 110 percent, I 
would give them 150 percent. If 
they gave me their best, I gave 
them my best…and with a lot of 
hard work and determination, 
we will all succeed together.” 

After just six seasons and a 

56-3-1 record, Granville “Bear” 
Freeman (nicknamed in honor 
of the other “Bear” at the Uni-
versity of Alabama) decided to 
step down and pursue a career 
in the insurance business, which 
continues today after more than 
30 years.

He’s had numerous opportuni-
ties to return to the gridiron but 
the five-time Cherokee Confer-
ence Coach of the Year turned 
them all down to spend more 
time with his family and contin-
ue his passion as a horse trainer 
and rider.

He won his 12th World Cham-
pionship Amateur Rider of the 
Year award in 2011 and has 
captured 18 World Champion-
ship titles.  

In addition to degrees pre-
viously mentioned, Freeman 
holds a master’s degree in edu-
cation from Southeastern Loui-
siana University and a master’s 
degree in special education from 
Jackson State University.

He and Diane have two sons, 
Bill and David. Bill, an ECCC 
alumnus who is also in the in-
surance business, is married to 
the former Paula Gray and they 
have two children, Madelyn and 
Will. Bill also serves as Scott 
County Justice Court Judge, 
Post 2. David is single and is 
employed as a regional sales 
manager for national poultry 
equipment supplier.

TOM MccuLLOugH
Tom McCullough was well-

prepared for the challenges of 
junior college football in the 
mid-1950s, although the oppos-
ing players – and sometimes his 
own teammates – were probably 
not prepared to handle him!

The Philadelphia resident 
was among the many student-
athletes who in those days com-
pleted military service prior to 
enrolling in college. But Mc-
Cullough was probably the only 
veteran who entered military 
service following the sophomore 
year in high school. And he was 
no doubt among the few who 
did so while also being married. 
And on top of that, he qualified 
to play three years on the War-
rior football team. 

McCullough had tough deci-
sions to make as a teenager, 
especially after experiencing 
success as a member of Phila-
delphia High School football 
team.

A standout center/linebacker, 
McCullough was named to the 
All Choctaw Conference team 
as a freshman and was an All-
State selection his sophomore 
season.

Instead of preparing for his 
junior season, McCullough mar-
ried his sweetheart, the former 
Faye Hudspeth of Louisville, be-
fore completing his sophomore 
year. She was 17; he was 15. 
Their parents consented to the 
marriage but McCullough knew 
it was up to him to provide a liv-
ing for himself and his family.

He decided to join the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps in 1953 and served 
two years of active duty and was 
a member of the football team. 
He continued his athletic career 
at then East Central Junior Col-
lege, and was heralded as one 
the best centers/linebackers to 
wear the Black and Gold. 

McCullough completed his 
athletic career as a participant 
in the 1958 JUCO All-American 
Game held at Memorial Stadi-
um in Jackson.

Regarding the prestigious 
honor, McCullough first reply 
was, “Wow! So many people are 
more than deserving…but I am 
truly grateful.”

McCullough chuckled when 
he thought about his marriage 
as a young teenager and the re-
action of those in the Philadel-
phia community.

“Everybody said it would not 
last,” he commented. “But we 
had our 61st wedding anniver-
sary last year!”

McCullough said he was “very 
proud” to serve his country as 
a member of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, where he was stationed 
at Camp LeJeune, N.C. He add-
ed being a member of the “foot-
ball team” was “quite an experi-
ence.” 

“It was different…playing 
Marine football,” he said. “A lot 
of former college players were 
on the team but I was the only 
one who had never been to col-
lege. They taught me a lot, as 
you might expect!”

McCullough said competition 
was “very fierce” among squad 
members, “because if you got 
cut, you would be sent to fight 
in the Korean War….so nobody 
wanted to get cut!”

McCullough said a frequent 
visitor at practices and games 
was the camp commander and 
highly decorated Gen. Chesty 
Puller. “He liked the blood and 

guts…and made sure we were 
in good shape,” McCullough 
said. “And we were all in great 
shape…I was a size 28 in the 
waist and weighed about 225 
pounds.”

After completing his Marine 
duties, McCullough returned 
home and worked about a 
month as a welder for a local 
industry but he soon decided he 
needed to return to school.

He enrolled in 1955 at New-
ton County Agricultural School, 
which was then a part of East 
Central Junior College. He was 
able to earn his GED® diploma 
that year while a member of 
the Warrior football team. He 
was recruited by head football 
coach Billy Ray Lindsley but 
before the season started, Lind-
sley stepped down and Clayton 
Blount became head coach.

McCullough said of Coach 
Blount, “He was a good man…a 
good leader…a good communi-
cator…but we sometimes had 
our differences because we were 
both ‘bulls’ and a little hot-head-
ed!”

McCullough recalled several 
instances to illustrate his point.

One day during practice, Mc-
Cullough said Coach Blount 
“blew his top” because Mc-
Cullough and quarterback 
Charlie “Red” Hope kept fum-
bling the snap.

“We fumbled six straight 
times and Coach Blount said 
if we fumbled one more time 
he will send me to the house,” 
McCullough recalled. “Well, on 
the next play, we fumbled…and 
Coach Blount sent me to the 
house, which thank goodness 
for me was the nearby campus 
apartments.”

But since he was off the team 
and without a scholarship at 
that point, McCullough said he 
had to come up with the $21 
rent that was due the next day. 
“Heck, I did not have 21 cents…
much less $21,” McCullough 
said with a laugh. “However 
Coach Blount let me come back 
to the team and I did not have 
to worry about paying rent any-
more.”

McCullough and the War-
riors experienced a successful 
1955 season, which included 
victories over Northeast (26-
2), Northwest (19-13), Holmes 
(18-0), Hinds (13-7), East MS 
(39-0) and Itawamba (14-0). 
Losses were to Co-Lin (26-20), 
Delta (19-6), Pearl River (6-0) 
and Jones (34-12).

Of the six victories, Mc-
Cullough said the Hinds and 

East MS games stand out most.
Hinds was led by fullback Jim 

Taylor, who was later an All-
American at Louisiana State 
University and was an All-Pro 
selection for the Green Bay 
Packers.

“We were told that Taylor 
was kept locked in a cage before 
kickoff,” McCullough recalled. 
“And that really fired us up!”

McCullough also remembered 
how frustrated the legendary 
“Scooba” coach “Bull” Sullivan 
got when the Warriors kept pil-
ing up the points.

“On one scoring drive, we ran 
the same play eight straight 
times and got 10 yards each 
time,” laughed McCullough. 
“But not only was Coach Sul-
livan mad, so was Coach 
Blount…because I changed the 
play Coach Blount called each 
time. But it worked….and we 
won the game!”

Although he reluctantly ad-
mitted it, McCullough said an-
other “highlight” of his fresh-
man year was that he was 
thrown out of the first three 
games – each time before half-
time - by game officials. And 
what did he do to deserve such 
action?

“I did not do anything…but 
my forearm did!” McCullough 
stated. “We did not take much 
junk off anybody in those days!”

McCullough was known for 
his powerful forearms on of-
fense and defense…in practice 
and in games.

“One day in practice part of a 
teammate’s tooth got lodged in 
my forearm, where it remained 
until the end of the season. Dr. 
(Austin) Boggan (team doctor) 
was very surprised when he 
operated on my swollen arm 
and pulled out the tooth…he 
thought I was kidding when I 
told him the tooth was in my 
arm!”   

 McCullough soon got his fore-
arms “under control” thanks to 
his mother, who promised him 
$5 if he did not get thrown out 
of a game. “And I never did get 
thrown out again…that was a 
lot of money to me!”

The sophomore season was 
highlighted by a second-straight 
win over arch rival East MS (13-
7) and victories over Northwest 
(20-6), Itawamba (20-14) and 
Northeast (forfeit). Losses were 
to Northeast (25-7), Co-Lin (27-
12), Holmes (14-0), Delta (26-
19), Hinds (14-12), Pearl River 
(20-6) and Jones (46-15). 

Since he was classified as 
a high school senior his first 

year as a Warrior in 1955, Mc-
Cullough qualified to play a 
third season in 1957.

The 1957 Warriors managed 
wins over Holmes (12-7) and 
Jones County and posted ties 
with East MS (7-7) and Co-Lin 
(20-20). Setbacks were to Delta 
(6-0), Hinds (45-0), Southwest 
(14-7), East MS (20-6), Itawam-
ba (39-13) and Pearl River (53-
0).

It was the Pearl River “set-
back” that provided another 
“standout moment” for Mc-
Cullough.

McCullough, who admitted 
he was not the fastest player on 
the field, tried to catch a speedy 
Wildcat running back only to 
be blocked from the blind side, 
which sent his helmet into the 
home stands.

“The Pearl River fans would 
not give my helmet back,” Mc-
Cullough said, “until Coach (Do-
bie) Holden retrieved it for me. 
Marcus Gordon (Circuit Court 
Judge from Union) played end 
and still kids me today about 
the helmet incident and why I 
tried to catch someone so much 
faster, especially when we were 
getting beat so badly!”

McCullough concluded his 
athletic career with his partici-
pation in the East-West JUCO 
All-American Game in Jackson. 
He said he was ready to “hang 
up the cleats” and have time for 
his body to heal. He noted he of-
ten played with broken wrists in 
practice and in games. 

Following graduation he be-
gan a 20-plus year career with 
Merchants Truck Line.

For the past 25 years, he has 
been a self-employed business-
man in Philadelphia, where he 
operates a fireworks business 
and flea market.

McCullough, now 76, said he 
enjoys life every day, especially 
after he was basically sent home 
“to die” about 15 years ago, 
when he was diagnosed with a 
fatal liver ailment. He recalled 
losing 74 pounds in six weeks, 
but since that time his health 
has been restored through med-
icines “and a lot of prayer.” He 
also wanted to mention that he 
got “saved” at age 40….and com-
mented, “If God can save me, He 
can save anyone!”  

McCullough and his wife had 
a daughter, Debbie, who is de-
ceased. Debbie served as the 
young mascot when McCullough 
was a member of the Warrior 
football team. The McCulloughs 
also have a granddaughter and 
three great grandchildren. 
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As a child, Henry was selected 
on three separate occasions to 
serve as a flower girl in the May 
Day Program at ECJC, which 
Henry said is some of her fond-
est childhood memories. 

Just as she had as a child, 
when Henry began attending 
college at ECJC, she continued 
being an active part of the cam-
pus-life.

A member of East Central 
Junior College Class of 1957, 
Henry was involved in many 
activities and assumed many 
leadership roles on campus. She 
was editor-in-chief of the Wo-
He-Lo yearbook her sophomore 
year and features editor her 
freshman year. Henry had also 
worked on the Wo-He-Lo during 
her high school years at then 
Newton County Agriculture 
High School, before it became 
Decatur High School.

“I actually was on the Wo-He-
Lo staff for four years because I 
worked on it when I was in high 
school. We went to 11th and 
12th grade at the College,” she 
said.

Ovid Vickers, who served as 
faculty adviser for the Wo-He-
Lo at the time of Henry’s rein as 
editor-in-chief, wrote in a letter 

nominating Henry for the honor 
of Alumna of the Year, “In work-
ing with Carole in the produc-
tion of the Wo-He-Lo, I found 
her to be a diligent worker and 
extremely dedicated to produc-
ing a yearbook which the stu-
dent body could appreciate for 
years to come…

“Her enthusiasm, energy, and 
pleasant personality made her 
a favorite among the student 
body. Although she was very 
popular, she never neglected 
her course work and graduated 
with an excellent academic re-
cord.”

Henry’s schoolmate, Jeanette 
B. Thrash, ECJC Class of 1958, 
wrote in a letter nominating 
Henry for the honor of Alumna 
of the Year that Henry excelled 
in clubs and organizations 
throughout the campus.

“Her infectious smile was seen 
all over campus…Her outstand-
ing leadership ability was evi-
dent. She was a joy to know and 
a friend to all,” Thrash wrote.

Henry served as secretary 
of the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society. She was a member of 
Sigma Tau Sigma, band, ECJC 
Players, girls’ and mixed choirs 
and ensemble.

She was the first female in the 
College’s history to receive the 
Social Science Award.

Henry said many of the teach-

ers and administrators during 
her time at ECJC influenced her 
life and career path. She said 
she recalls many fond memories 
from her college days relating to 
her interaction with them. 

“Ms. Ethel Burton (librarian) 
let me check out books from the 
time I was in sixth grade and 
wasn’t even at ECCC yet,” Hen-
ry said, with a laugh. 

Arno Vincent served as Hen-
ry’s adviser at ECJC. 

“Mr. Vincent was really won-
derful and someone who influ-
enced me,” she said. 

Henry recalled other teachers 
of influence, Robert Fick, who 
taught band and choir; and Dr. 
Dan Chapman, who taught his-
tory, “really prepared me to go 
to college in so many ways,” she 
said.

“Mr. Vickers was a great in-
fluence on me,” Henry said, re-
calling that she was in his first 
English class. 

Another mentor for Henry 
was Lucille Wood. “She called 
me ‘Mickey,’ during her physi-
cal education class because I 
loved Mickey Mantle.” 

“One of my highlights at 
ECJC was going on a trip with 
Mr. Fick to Florida to sing in the 
Florida Dome,” Henry said. “We 
went down there for a week. It 
was a very close group.”

Henry said a big past time 

during her college days at ECJC 
was playing cards.

“We would all get together 
and play pinochle,” Henry said. 
“Some of the professors would 
even play with us and taught 
some of us how to play. We 
played all the time in the Stu-
dent Center. That was our big 
game. We played (pinochle) with 
Dr. Chapman and Mr. James 
Bobo and many of the teachers 
who were there then.”

After graduating from ECJC, 
Henry transferred to the Mis-
sissippi State College for Wom-
en, where she earned a degree 
in history and was a Dean’s list 
scholar. 

After college, Henry began 
teaching in House Springs, Mo., 
where she taught for one year 
before moving to California, 
where she would spend her ca-
reer-long tenure of teaching.

She worked at Compton Ju-
nior High School for 31 years, 
where she was the cheerleader 
advisor and helped lead her 
school to win two Freedom 
Foundation Awards. She was 
named Teacher of the Year 
in her school district and was 
awarded a national Outstand-
ing Teacher Award. Henry 
served as vice-president of The 
Teachers Association for two 
years. 

Henry has always been an 

avid sports fan and during her 
time at Compton Junior High 
School, she was the only wom-
an who has ever served on the 
board of the community football 
league, the Jack Frost Football 
League. 

Lastly, Henry taught at Stern 
Middle School for 12 years in 
Bakersfield, Calif., before retir-
ing after serving 44 years as 
an educator. She credits her 
achievements in her career to 
her family, friends and co-work-
ers.

“I thank all those wonder-
ful people who made it possible 
for me to teach and helped me 
along the way,” Henry said. “My 
wonderful husband, Paul, he 
just made things work for me. 
All those kids that I taught… 
they were such a blessing in 
my life and as a result, I have 
many friends who live all over 
the country now.”

In regards to the spiritual in-
fluences in her life, Henry said 
she was most influenced by her 
grandmothers. 

“My grandmothers, Lizzie 
Pace and Inez Gaines, were 
strong influences on my life,” 
Henry said. Henry lived with 
her grandmother, Lizzie Pace, 
after Henry’s mother died when 
she was just eight years old. 

Although Henry’s life led her 
to California, she has never for-

gotten her home in Decatur and 
at ECJC. She has been a life-
long supporter of ECCC and has 
returned nearly every single 
year for the College’s homecom-
ing. She was also instrumental 
in the establishment of the en-
dowed scholarship in honor of 
the ECJC classes of 1957, 1958, 
and 1959.

Following the death of her 
husband, Paul, Henry returned 
from California to her home 
state, Mississippi. She resides 
in Madison where she is ac-
tively involved in her church 
ministry at Ridgecrest Bap-
tist Church. She serves on the 
governing committee in charge 
of the church’s day care pro-
gram and children’s ministry, 
is a member of the Vision Team 
and served on the church’s task 
force for one year. She is an as-
sistant to the preschool Sunday 
morning program, an annual 
Vacation Bible School volunteer 
and is a weekly greeter on Sun-
day morning.

She most recently took part 
in WinShape Camp for Commu-
nity that works with children 
across America, Henry said. 

Henry is the daughter of the 
late Jessie Pace. She is the sis-
ter of Jan Pace Hayes and Da-
vid Pace. She has four step-chil-
dren, seven grandchildren and 
19 great-grandchildren.

Why is transferring to Ole Miss 
the right move for you?

•	 Your	academic	course	work	during	your	first	two	
years	will	plug	right	into	our	bachelor’s	degree	
programs	and	let	you	stay	on	track.

•	 Average	junior-	and	senior-level	classes	at	Ole	Miss	have	20-30	students	
and	probably	are	smaller	than	some	of	the	classes	you	are	taking	now.

•	 Our	Phi	Theta	Kappa	scholarship	is	worth	$6,000	($3,000	per	year	for	two	years).	Transfer	
students	with	a	3.5	GPA	on	at	least	48	transferable	community	college	credit	hours	and	
membership	in	Phi	Theta	Kappa	are	eligible.	

•	 Our	Community	College	Academic	Excellence	Scholarship	is	worth	$3,000	($1,500	per	year	
for	two	years).	Community	college	students	with	a	3.0	GPA	on	48	transferable	hours	are	
eligible	for	this	scholarship.	

Visit campus, talk with our 
faculty, staff and students, 
and find out how easy it is 
to take the next step! 

Contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Tyler	Biggs	in	the	Office	of	Enrollment	Services	
at	800-OLE-MISS	(in	Mississippi)	or	662-915-7226	for	more	information.

www.olemiss.edu 
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Kenneth Jones and Bill Freeman.
All told, the group has nearly 200 

years of combined military service.
“Knowing what some of these men 

went through, they deserve all the 
recognition and honor we can give 
them,” said Milton Smith, a retired 
U.S. Navy captain.

Butch Smith, who served 44 years 

in the Army National Guard, said, 
“We don’t do enough for our veterans, 
compared to what they’ve done for us. 
This is just our way to show them we 
appreciate them. We want to give oth-
er Newton Countians the opportunity 
to do the same.”

Pierce, who served as a Brigadier 
General in the Army National Guard, 
agreed.

“Anytime I get a chance to honor 
men and women in uniform, I will,” 
he said. “This country’s free because 
of them….I’m afraid we have a gen-
eration of people who are beginning 

to forget that. If towns across America 
don’t have these kind of events, the 
younger generation is going to forget.”

“I’m not a military veteran, but I’m 
the son of a Purple Heart recipient, 
and my son served during Iraqi Free-
dom” Etie said. “You have to honor 
the veterans, because they made this 
country what it is.”

“This is a Newton County event,” 
Etie said. “But we will honor any vet-
eran from anywhere.”

GuEst spEakERs
Scheduled to speak during the event 

are Bill Waller Jr., Chief Justice of the 
Mississippi Supreme Court; Bill Free-
man, Retired Adjutant Lt. General of 
the Mississippi National Guard, and 
Gen. Mitch Brown, Assistant Adju-
tant General of the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard.

The day will include a parade, patri-
otic concert, a celebration of freedom 
ceremony, a C-17 flyover, and displays 
of various military memorabilia.

The day will culminate with a bal-
loon release symbolizing the service of 
the veterans.

The names of those registered will 

be called out as the balloons are re-
leased.

Food and drinks will be available at 
businesses in town and on the ECCC 
campus.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit local veterans’ organizations and 
the Mississippi Veterans Memorial on 
Hwy. 80 between Newton and Hicko-
ry.

A golf tournament will also be held 
November 3 at the Decatur Country 
Club. The tournament is open to the 
public, Etie said.

VEtERaNs
From Page 1
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By JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

Have you seen a guy with a big, blue 
Mohawk around campus?  Kaleb “Mohawk 
Guy” Harris of Lake, wears his hair this 
way so people will ask him about it.  Kaleb’s 
hair isn’t his entire story!  As of now, he has 
four black belts in four different types of 
martial arts. 

One might ask, “What drives someone to 

such a dedication and an outlandish hairdo?”  
Harris’s answer is “God.”  As a child he was 
teased for not being “normal,” and so as a 
positive outlet, he turned to karate.   

Harris said, “As a child who didn’t think 
karate was cool? I’ve never liked any other 
sport.” 

From the age of seven until now, he 
achieved four black belts in Judo, Ju Jitsu, 
Hapkido and Shotokan.  He is part of a 
Christian arts ministry, Nam Ido, led by 

Micheal Frazier at the Morton Church of God 
in Morton. Harris and this ministry have 
presented demonstrations about martial 
arts and they tie in spiritual warfare. They 
have had more than a thousand professions 
of faith in the last 10 demos.  

Harris said, “It has been incredible!” Now 
his hair is about just standing out to stand 
up for God! Harris said he doesn’t want to 
be what this world calls normal. He said he 
wants to be a vessel that God uses.

Kaleb Harris: Lives for a Purpose

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer HARRIS

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, effi cient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety fi rst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to fi nd or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, fl ashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to fi nd the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.

SPECIAL TO THR TOM-TOM
ECCC Wo-He-Lo Yearbook Editors for 2012-13: Editors of the 72nd edition of the Wo-He-Lo yearbook 
of East Central Community College were recently announced. Pictured are, front row from left, assistant 
editors Kayla Jenkins of Louisville, Madison Herrington of Union, Payton Smith of Forest, Hannah 
Jones of Philadelphia; and back row from left, co-editors Jessica Barnett of Forest and Erin Wooten of 
Carthage; and assistant editors Conor Bell of Carthage, Claire Griffin of Decatur, and Candice Stewart 
of Morton.

EXTRAORDINARY STUDENT

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Residence Council: Pictured above are 2012-2013 residence council members at East Central 
Community College. Residence assistants include (front row, from left) Jayohnnie Slaughter of Union, 
Lorraina Burkes of Forest and Allie Killens of Saltillo; and (back row, from left) Shyanna Bell of Forest, 
Lucas Calvert and Stanley Foster, both of Louisville; and I’Oshore May of Carthage. Not pictured are 
Justin Nutt of Morton and Hunter Graham of Clarkdale. Director of Housing/Student Activities Marcie 
Pinson serves as sponsor.

ECCC Fall Intensive Term 
Classes Begin Oct. 8

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

It’s not too late to begin a college education 
thanks to a new Fall Intensive Term at East 
Central Community College. 

Registration is currently underway for classes, 
which begin Monday, October 8 and continue 
through Friday, December 7. 

Final exams are scheduled December 10-13. 
The deadline to register is Wednesday, October 

10. 
“This term was created to meet the needs of 

our students that didn’t complete registration in 
August, need a class to maintain fulltime status, 
or to expedite their matriculation through an 
educational program,” said Dr. Teresa Houston, 
Vice President for Instruction. “This term allows 
more class options and there are plans to expand 

the class offerings during these mini-terms.” 
Courses offered included Principles of 

Accounting I, Introduction to Business, 
Intermediate English, English Composition 
I, Personal and Community Health, Fitness 
and Conditioning Training, Library Science, 
Beginning Guitar, Music Appreciation and 
Intermediate Reading.

New students should complete the online 
application available at www.eccc.edu or contact 
the Admissions Office at 601-635-6206. 

Current students can add classes online and 
returning students who have had a lapse in 
enrollment should complete the re-admissions 
form online or contact the Admissions Office.

For more information contact Laura Ryals 
in the Admissions Office at 601-635-6206. The 
e-mail address is lryals@eccc.edu.

Reminder: 
Wear IDs at All Time!

SPECIAL TO THR TOM-TOM
Finalizing ECCC Homecoming Plans: Making final preparations for East Central Community College’s 
2012 Homecoming celebration scheduled Saturday, Sept. 29 are the above Alumni Association officers 
and members of the Board of Directors. Seated from left are Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director 
for Foundation and Alumni Relations; Cheryl Comans of Cleveland, out-of-district representative; Ann 
Burkes of Decatur, Newton County representative; Lois Cooper of Madison, Association vice president; 
Jeanette Thrash of Decatur, Newton County representative; Flo Henley of Starkville, out-of-district 
representative; Amanda Walton, career-technical counselor; and Dr. Teresa Houston, vice president 
for instruction. Standing from left are Bill Freeman of Forest, Scott County representative; Dr. Randall 
E. Lee, vice president for student services; Bob Posey of Philadelphia, Association president; Dr. Bob 
Tom Johnson of Forest, Association past president; Jerald Everett of Clinton, Association immediate 
past president; Paul Chamblee of Carthage, Leake County representative; Dow Thomas of Louisville, 
Association secretary; Bruce Lee of Louisville, Winston County representative; and Dr. Billy Stewart, 
ECCC president. 



BY HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

People all around the world are 
called into the mission fi eld every day.  
Four sophomores at East Central 
Community 
College decided 
to go into the 
mission fi eld, 
and traveled to 
different parts 
of the world, 
this summer.  
These 
missionaries 
include Emily 
Marler, Zak 
Thrasher, 
Claire Griffi n, 
and Andrew 
Hanna.

Emily Marler 
of Morton, a 
PTK offi cer, traveled to Kenya, Africa 
for nine days.  

Marler said she was inspired by 
her youth pastor, who had told them 
if they ever had the chance to go, 
and hearing God calling her for the 

mission 
fi eld.  While 
Marler was 
in Kenya, 
she saw 160 
accept Jesus 
Christ as 
their Lord 
and Savior.  

Marler 
stated, 
“It was 
amazing 
to see God 
work and 
to see the 
joy in the 
Kenyan 
people.”

Marler also asked if people would 
pray for the people in Kenya and for 
their needs to be met.

Zak Thrasher of Columbus, a 
member of the Warrior football team, 
traveled to Bolivia for eight days at 
the beginning of June.  Thrasher was 
involved in e3 ministries that partner 
with the group I Am Second.  

The main goal of the trip was to 
get the village to open up with others 
in the village and to grow spiritually 

with each 
other.  
Thrasher’s 
advice to 
anyone who 
is debating 
on going on 
a mission 
trip is to 
go.  He 
said there 
is nothing 
more 
rewarding 
than 
helping 
people. 

Thrasher 
stated, “By 
helping people who may not have 
the things you have, you realize how 
blessed you are.”

Claire Griffi n of Decatur, sophomore 
Student Body Association president, 
traveled to Haiti for eight days.  

The goal of the mission trip was 
to fi nish a compound by painting 
the inside of the missionary house, 
building an awning to provide shade, 
and landscaping.  Griffi n said her 
inspiration was Acts 1:8. 

She 
stated, 
“Jesus has 
asked me to 
go. How can 
I not follow 
what my 
Savior has 
asked me?”  

The most 
challenging 
part to 
Griffi n was 
lack of sleep 
because 
it made 
waking 
up with a 
positive 
attitude harder.  Griffi n said she has 
a feeling that mission work is far from 
over in her life, and she is willing to 
go wherever God leads her.

Andrew Hanna of Union, a warrior 
basketball player, traveled to Chiang 
Mai, Thailand for 12 days.  Hanna 
said his inspiration was God’s call in 
his life. 

He stated, “He has to be the 
inspiration, or it is pointless to go.” 

While in Thailand, Hanna helped 

run a mini church camp for the high 
school children of the missionaries.  
The most 
rewarding 
part of the 
trip, Hanna 
said was 
observing 
the joy and 
happiness 
in the 
missionary 
families.  
He said he 
plans to 
continue 
with 
mission 
work if God 
calls him.

The 
student 
missionaries all said the experience 
they had was very rewarding. They all 
agreed of the importance of mission 
work and said they plan to continue 
their mission work in the future. 
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Register online at www.fontbonne.edu/open.
To learn more, contact our admission office at 800.205.5862 or fbyou@fontbonne.edu.

Join us for an Open House. 
Monday, Oct. 8, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

tour campus ·  learn about academic programs ·  check out financial aid & scholarships

Managing a sports arena.

       Designing a retail space.
  Running a business.

Where do you see your future? Consider the possibilities at Fontbonne University.

Check out our new video 
and see Fontbonne like 

you've never seen it before!  

www.fontbonne.edu/video 

GRIFFIN

EXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS

Warriors Changing the World

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

THRASHER

HANNA MARLER

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The annual East Central Community College Homecoming 
Tennis Tournament will be held Friday, 
Sept. 28, announced ECCC tennis coach 
Dianne O’Neill who serves as tournament 
chairman.

O’Neill said competition begins at 
4 p.m. and includes mixed and men’s 
doubles divisions.

Cost is $15 per player and the fee is 
due at registration. However, O’Neill 
said space is limited for the one-day 
event and she encourages participants to 
sign up early.

Competition is open to all juniors, 
college players and adults. 

“We especially invite ECCC alumni to 
participate,” said O’Neill. “Prizes will be 
awarded to the oldest alumnus entered.”

For more information, contact Coach 
Dianne O’Neill, 601-862-2130.

Homecoming Tennis Tourney 
Set for Friday, Sept. 28

O’NEILL

The Grille – offers “cash-only” breakfast every 
morning from 8:00 a.m. until 9:30 a.m.; Lunch 
(meal cards) from 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.; 

and Dinner (meal cards) from 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

The Cafeteria – Monday through Friday:  
Breakfast – 7:00 am until 8:30 a.m.; Lunch – 11:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m.; and Dinner – 5:00 p.m. until 

7:00 p.m.; Saturdays:  Breakfast - 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 
a.m. & Dinner – 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.; Sundays:  Lunch 
-11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. & Dinner – 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

The Success Center – a quiet place to study 
or use the computer on the 2nd fl oor 

of the Smith Student Union

The Activity Center – the game room is a place 
that is a little livelier in which you can gather 
with friends to have a good time.  It also has 
a fi tness center to ward off the freshman 15!  

The Activity Center is available from 8:00 a.m. 
until 10:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 

8:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. on Fridays.

HAVE YOU DISCOVERED THE FOLLOWING 
PLACES ON THE ECCC CAMPUS?



BY HANNAH KERSGAARD
Sta�  Writer

Fall is in the air.  It’s the 
perfect time to try out some 
tasty, 
new 
recipes.  
These 
recipes 
are 
perfect 
for the 
cooler 
season 
and are 
super 
easy to 
prepare.  
Here 
are a 
few 

student’s favorite things to 
cook and eat. John, Shawn, 
Wil, Deeanna, Brianna, and 
Kasey share some of their 
favorite fall recipes.

John Hausley, a freshman 
art major, graduated from 
Newton High School.  He is a 
member of the art club.

CHILI
2 cans of corn
2 cans of kidney beans
1 big can of diced tomatoes
2 big cans of tomato sauce
2 tablespoons parsley
2 tablespoons of basil
2 tablespoons of chili powder
2 tablespoons of minced 

garlic
2 pounds of ground beef
Combine all ingredients into 

a boiler, expect the ground 
beef, cook this for 30 minutes.  
Cook the ground beef, and then 
strain it.  Combine it with the 
rest of the chili and let simmer 
for a couple of hours. 

Shawn Windham, a 
sophomore Liberal Arts Major, 
graduated from Morton High 
School in 2010.  He is involved 
in color guard, where he 
serves as rifl e captain, and is 
a member of the concert choir 
and the yearbook staff. 

GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE:
1 can (10 3/4 ounces) 

Campbell’s Condensed Cream 
of Mushroom Soup

1/2 cup milk
1 teaspoon soy sauce
Dash ground black pepper
4 cups cooked cut green 

beans
1 1/3 cups French’s French 

Fried Onions
Stir the soup, milk, soy 

sauce, black pepper, beans and 
2/3 cup onions in a 1 1/2-quart 
casserole.

Bake at 350°F. for 25 
minutes or until the bean 
mixture is hot and bubbling.  
Stir the bean mixture.  
Sprinkle with the remaining 
onions.

Bake for 5 minutes or until 
the onions are golden brown

Wil Moss, a sophomore art 

major, graduated from Morton 
High School in 2010.  He is a 
member of the art club.

CARAMEL APPLE CAKE
3 1/2 cups all-purpose fl our
2 tsps cinnamon
1 tsp ground cloves
1/2 tsp allspice
2 tsps baking soda
1 tsp salt
2 eggs
1 1/2 cups brown sugar
2 cups unsweetened 

applesauce
1 cup vegetable oil
2 tsps vanilla extract
60 caramel candies
3/4 cup walnuts, toasted and 

fi nely chopped
wax paper
1 large craft stick
Preheat oven to 350.
Grease and fl our two 1 1/2 qt. 

oven safe bowls.
Combine 3 1/3 cups all-

purpose fl our, 2 teaspoons 
cinnamon, 1 teaspoon ground 
cloves, 1/2 teaspoon allspice, 2 
teaspoons baking soda and 1 
teaspoon salt.

In a separate bowl, beat 
together 2 eggs, 1 1/2 
cups brown sugar, 2 cups 
unsweetened applesauce, 1 cup 
vegetable oil and 2 teaspoons 
vanilla extract. Add this 
mixture to the dry ingredients 
and beat until well mixed.

Pour the batter into the 
prepared bowls and bake for 60 
to 70 minutes or until a knife 
inserted in the center comes 

out clean
Allow the cakes to cool in 

the bowls for 10 minutes, then 
remove them from the bowls 
and set them inverted on wire 
racks to cool completely. Once 
the cakes have cooled, turn 
them over and use a long knife 
to even out their fl at tops.

TOPPING
Place 60 caramel candies 

and 2 tablespoons of water in 
a medium bowl and microwave 
on high power for 1 minute. 
Stir, then heat 30 to 45 seconds 
more until the mixture is 
smooth and forms a slow, thick 
ribbon when dropped from a 
spoon.

Layer the cakes (fl at sides 
together) using a few spoonfuls 
of the caramel to help hold 
them in place.

Pour the remaining sauce 
over the cake. The caramel 
will run down the sides of the 
cake to cover it completely, or 
you can spread it with a knife 
while it’s still warm. 

Let the caramel set for about 
20 minutes before pressing the 
walnuts onto the bottom half of 
the cake.

Cover one half of the craft 
stick with waxed paper and 
insert the covered end into the 
top of the cake.

 Deeanna Carlson of Newton 

is a freshman art major.  She is 
a member of the art club.

TACO SOUP
2 pounds ground beef
1 tablespoon olive oil, if 

ground beef is very lean
1 large onion, chopped
1 can pinto beans
1 can whole kernel corn 

,drained
1 can  stewed tomatoes - 

Mexican style if available
1 can  Rotel tomatoes 
1 package  taco seasoning 

mix 
1 package of original hidden 

valley ranch dressing 
2 1/2 cups water or more, to 

make soup broth
Brown ground beef and 

onions in a large pan with olive 
oil if needed; drain off fat. Add 
remaining ingredients and 
simmer for an hour or so.

Brianna Parkman, a 

freshman Elementary 
education major, graduated 
from Lake High School in 2012.  
She is a member of the Wall O’ 
Sound Marching Band.

CROCK POT CHEESY 
POTATO SOUP

5 Idaho potatoes, peeled and 
diced

1 white onion, chopped
4 cups of 2% milk
2 cans of Campbell’s cheddar 

cheese soup  
1 1/2 cups of shredded 

cheddar cheese

1 stick salted butter
1 cup of sour cream
3 slices of crispy bacon, or 

bacon bits (optional)
salt and pepper, to taste. 
In a large crock pot add 

potatoes, white onion, milk, 
cheddar cheese soup, and 1 
stick of butter (sliced), mix 
well and cover.  cook on low for 
5-6 hours (until potatoes are 
fork tender) Stir in sour cream 
and shredded cheddar, recover 
and let cook an additional 20 
minutes. Ladle soup into bowls 
and garnish with green onions, 
bacon bits, and a dollop of sour 
cream.              

Psalms 34:8 -- Taste and 
see that the Lord is good    1 
Corinthians 10:31

Kasey Logan, a freshman 
Elementary education major, 
graduated from Lake High 
School in 2012.  She is a 
member of the Centralettle 
danceline for the Wall O’ 
Sound Marching band, and a 
member of the concert choir   

PEANUT BUTTER PIE
3 oz. cream cheese
1/2 cup of peanut butter
1 cup of confectioners sugar
8oz. cool whip
Cream together cream 

cheese and peanut butter. Mix 
in confectioners sugar; add 
1/2 cup of cool whip. pour in 
graham cracker crust. Top with 
rest of cool whip.  
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Students Share Favorite Fall Treats

WINDHAM

LOGAN

CARLSON

MOSS

HAUSLEY

PARKMAN

apply today or 
call to 

arrange a vist or 
tour

601-977-7772

Tougaloo College
500 West County Line Road
Tougaloo, Mississippi 39174

601-977-7772 or 
1-888-42GALOO

www.tougaloo.edu

Beverly W. Hogan
President

“All that’s missing is YOU!”

COOKIN’ WITH EC

HANNAH KERSGAARD
Staff Writer

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Giving the Gift of Life at ECCC: Denzonia Fortune of Forest (left) and Chris Allen of Lake (right)
were among participants in a recent blood drive conducted by United Blood Services on the East Central 
Community College campus in Decatur. The two-day effort netted 108 units of blood, which saved up to 324 
lives, according to UBS spokesperson Debra Barrett.

ECCC Gospel Choir 
Plans Reunion Concert

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Former members of the East Central 
Community College Gospel Choir will hold a 
reunion concert Sunday, Sept. 30, 2012, on the 
Decatur campus.

The public is invited to attend the special 
performance, scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center auditorium.

The reunion is being held as part of the College’s 
Homecoming weekend celebration.

Activities for the gospel choir get under way 
with a social hour and dinner beginning at 6 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, at Peacock’s Restaurant in 
Decatur.

A concert rehearsal is scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 29 in the fi ne arts auditorium.

For more information, contact Brenda K. 
Johnson, Gospel Choir sponsor, 601-635-2111, 
or reunion committee members Shemeka 
Cleveland, 601-416-5077 or Terance Anderson, 
601-622-0150.



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Christy Wilson of Marion, 
was recently selected Practi-
cal Nursing instructor at East 
Central Community College, 
announced ECCC President Dr. 
Billy Stewart.

Wilson, who began her new 
duties on August 13, 2012, was 
previously employed at Front 
Range Community College in 
Fort Collins, Colorado, where 
she taught associate degree 
nursing students in various 
areas including medical/surgi-
cal, pediatrics and psychiatric 
nursing. She also served as an 
adviser to nursing students and 
on the school’s Committee on 
Campus Culture.

In addition, she has held sev-
eral nursing positions at Merid-

ian and Lauderdale County 
health-related facilities. 

In all, Wilson has 24 years 
of diverse supervisory, nursing 
and/or clinical experience in 
various medical settings includ-
ing hospitals, clinics, school 
systems, health departments 
and detention facilities.

A graduate of Southeast Lau-
derdale High School, Wilson 
earned an associate’s degree in 
nursing from Meridian Com-
munity College in 1988 and 
received bachelor and master’s 
degrees in nursing from Regis 
University in Denver, Colorado, 
in 2008 and 2010, respectively.

Wilson raises wirehaired 
pointing griffons and is founder 
and director of Dragonfly 
Dreamer Rescue, a caregiver to 
numerous rescued pets.

She is the mother of four chil-

dren, Misty Stokley Diaz, Eli 
Stokley and Benjamin Stokley, 
all of Lauderdale County, and 
Allyssa Stokley Garcia of Fort 
Collins, Colo.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Alicia Lundstrom of Morton 
was recently selected Associ-
ate Degree Nursing instructor 
at East Central Community 
College.

Lundstrom, who began her 
new duties on August 10, 2012, 
previously served as a mem-
ber of the College’s Practical 
Nursing faculty, a position held 
since 2009.

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Lundstrom was employed 
at Scott Regional Hospital in 
Morton where she has held 
numerous positions, including 
director of emergency services, 
assistant director of nursing 
services and director of patient 
registration. She continues 
to work part-time at Scott 

Regional to maintain clinical 
practice. She has also held 
nursing positions at various 
healthcare facilities.

A 1999 graduate of Mor-

ton High School, Lundstrom 
received an associate’s degree 
in nursing from ECCC in 2006 
and earned a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi in 
2008. She completed a master’s 
degree in nursing from William 
Carey University in Hatties-
burg in 2011, where she is cur-
rently enrolled in PhD courses. 
She has performed research 
and presented the research at 
national conferences.                              

Lundstrom, a certified nurse 
educator, is a member of nu-
merous nursing organizations 
and recently served as District 
15 vice president of the Missis-
sippi Nurses’ Association.

She is married to Jay Lund-
strom and they have two chil-
dren, Cody, eight and Caley, 
six.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Melanie Cleveland Pinter 
of Philadelphia was selected 
an Associate Degree Nursing 
instructor at East Central Com-
munity College. 

Pinter, who began her new 
duties August 10, 2012, previ-
ously served as the College’s 
Dual Enrollment Practical 
Nursing instructor, a position 
held since 2008.

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Pinter served as chief 
nurse for District VI of the 
Mississippi State Department 
of Health. She is also a former 
maternal/childhealth/family 
planning coordinator with the 
Mississippi State Department 
of Health in Meridian. In addi-
tion, she previously served as 
a dialysis charge nurse for the 
Central Dialysis Unit of Forest 

and was earlier employed as 
a charge nurse/staff nurse for 
Leake Memorial Extended Care 
in Carthage.

She is a 1994 honor graduate 
of Forest High School, where 
she was selected to the Hall of 
Fame and received numerous 
other honors.

Pinter received an associate’s 
degree from ECCC in 1996, a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Nursing in 
Jackson in 1998, and a master’s 
degree in nursing from William 
Carey College in Hattiesburg in 
2010. 

She has completed additional 
coursework at the South Cen-
tral Public Health Leadership 
Institute at Tulane University 
in New Orleans and at the 
Public Health Nurse Academy 
in Jackson.

She was recently accepted 

into the Nursing Education/
Nursing Administration PhD 
Program at William Carey 
University.  

She is married to Patrick 
Pinter and they have two sons, 
Payton, five; and Parker, three. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Suzette R. Chunn of Phila-
delphia was recently selected 
Student Services Coordinator 
at the Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Career-Technical Cen-
ter, a division of East Central 
Community College.

Chunn, whose new duties 
began Aug. 6, 2012, previously 
served as Career Skills English 
instructor and Student Ser-
vices Coordinator at Neshoba 
Central High School. She was 
employed at Neshoba Central 
for 10 years, eight of which 
she served as Student Services 
Coordinator.

She was earlier employed at 
Philadelphia High School as a 
Career Discovery instructor for 

10 years and at Choctaw Tribal 
Schools for two years as a LIfe 
and Career Skills instructor. 
She began her career in educa-

tion as an assistant teacher 
at Philadelphia Elementary 
School in 1983-84.

A graduate of Philadelphia 
High School, Chunn received an 
associate’s degree from ECCC 
in 1988 and continued her 
education at Mississippi State 
University-Starkville, where 
she earned a bachelor and 
master’s degrees in education 
in 1990 and 1991, respectively. 
She also attended Hinds Com-
munity College in Raymond 
and earned a computer opera-
tions certificate in 1982.

Chunn resides in Philadel-
phia with her husband Mike 
and son Eli. 

They live in the Longino 
community and attend Trinity 
Baptist Church.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Violet Lambert of Quitman 
was recently chosen Practi-
cal Nursing instructor at East 
Central Community College, 
announced ECCC President Dr. 
Billy Stewart.

Lambert, who began her new 
duties on August 13, 2012, pre-
viously served as a registered 
nurse at Rush Foundation Hos-
pital in Meridian, a position she 
has held since 2003. 

She is also former Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) in-
structor at the Clarke County 
Career and Technical Center in 
Quitman, and coordinated and 
supervised clinical rotations at 
Lakeside Convalescent Center 
in Quitman for CNA students.

While at Clarke County Ca-
reer and Technical Center, 
Lambert also served as adviser 
for the Health Occupations Stu-
dents of America (HOSA) and 

in 1993 was recognized by the 
Mississippi Department of Vo-
cational Education as the Out-
standing HOSA Adviser. 

Lambert has also served as a 
registered nurse at Jeff Ander-
son Regional Medical Center in 
Meridian and at H.C. Watkins 
Memorial Hospital in Quitman.

In all, she has 24 years of 
nursing and/or clinical experi-
ence in several disciplines in-
cluding medical/surgical, emer-
gency room, intensive care, 
post-partum, nursery/NICU, 
swing-bed and long-term care. 

A native of Quitman, Lam-
bert earned an associate’s de-
gree in nursing from Meridian 
Community College in 1988 
and received bachelor and mas-
ter’s degrees in nursing from 
William Carey University in 
Hattiesburg, both in 2005. 

She is married to Ray Lam-
bert and they have four grown 
children, Dawn Davidson 
Moore, Jason Paul Davidson, 
Miranda Lynn Davidson and 
Rachel Faith Lambert. A fifth 
child, Justin Keith Davidson, 
is deceased. The Lamberts also 
have four grandchildren, Dal-
ton P. Moore, Dixie L. David-
son, Justin Peyton Davidson 
and Brookilin Stafford.

By CANDICE STEWART
Staff Writer

From making culinary treats in Paris to 
winning one of the most prestigious awards 
in the culinary world, East Central Com-
munity College’s new culinary arts instruc-
tor Barry Karrh has a lot to share with his 
students.  

Karrh, who began 
his new duties on 
August 13, 2012, 
previously served 
as an adjunct in-
structor/presenter 
for the National 
Food Science Man-
agement Institute 
at the University of 
Mississippi in Ox-
ford, a position held 
since October 2011. 
He has served since 
2010 as adjunct dis-
tance learning in-
structor at Le Cor-
don Bleu College of 
Culinary Arts in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Karrh earned a bachelor’s degree in food 
science and nutrition from Mississippi Uni-
versity for Women in 2000 and received a 
master’s degree in gastronomy from the 
University of Adelaide located in Adelaide, 
South Australia, in December 2011. 

He later studied at Le Cordon Bleu Col-

lege in Paris, where he got a certificate in 
intermediaire pastissier.

Karrh also served for many years as a 
professional caterer and chef in three- and 
four-star restaurants throughout the Unit-
ed States. In addition, Karrh has worked 
as a private chef for families in the United 
States and Paris, France.

A native of Collinsville, Karrh has been 
teaching for nearly 13 years. His experi-
ence includes not only being a chef all these 
years, but also teaching third grade and 
fine arts. 

Karrh has received many outstanding 
awards. One of the awards was the James 
Beard Foundation scholarship, which he 
won not once but twice consecutively. The 
award is one of the most prestigious and 
only two people from Mississippi have re-
ceived this award. In addition to this schol-
arship, he also received the Simone Beck 
and James Beard awards. Karrh has also 
competed against well-known chef, Mi-
chael Simon.

When asked what he expects from his stu-
dents, Karrh replied, “I want my students 
to do their work and to know that I run the 
class. I want them to always have interest 
in the subject and to always respect others 
and themselves.” 

Karrh said he has already begun im-
provements for his program. 

“I have redone the classroom,” Karrh 
said. “I put a computer lab in the room, and 
I received used and new books to teach my 

s tudents 
f u r t h e r 
more.”

K a r r h 
said he 
hopes to 
set up an 
internship 
p r o g r a m 
soon and 
build a 
g a r d e n 
just for 
culinary. 
“I am cur-
r e n t l y 
w o r k i n g 
on dona-
tions for 
this garden,” he added. 

Karrh said pastry dishes are his favorite 
to cook. Beef wellington, duchess potatoes 
and berniuse asparagus also among some 
of his favorites. Karrh said he has always 
been interested in culinary arts. 

“Ever since I was a little boy about the 
age of six, I always said I wanted to be a 
chef and ever since then I have stuck to 
what I said,” Karrh said.  

As far as his time so far at ECCC, Karrh 
said he is enjoying it. 

He said, “Well it’s hilarious. I said what 
do you mean and he said well it reminds 
me of my small community and people are 
polite and it’s just a lovely place.” 

Hitt Joins EC Financial Aid Department
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Bridgett Hines Hitt of Little 
Rock was recently named ad-
ministrative assistant in the fi-
nancial aid department at East 
Central Community College.

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Hitt was employed since 
July 2006 at The Citizens Bank 
in Union, where she served in 
various positions, including 
loan secretary, new accounts 
customer service representa-
tive and teller. In all, she has 
approximately 14 years of expe-
rience in banking.

Hitt is a 1998 honor graduate 
of Newton County High School, 
where she was salutatorian 
and received numerous subject 

awards and scholarships.
She received an associate’s 

degree in liberal arts/business 
administration from ECCC in 
May 2011.

While a student at ECCC, 
Hitt was a dean’s list scholar 
and member of Theta Xi Chap-
ter of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
international honor society for 
two-year colleges, and Phi Beta 
Lambda, an organization for 
business students.

She is married to Matthew 
Hitt, who serves as Youth Min-
ister at Duffee Baptist Church, 
where she also serves as Youth 
Sunday School teacher and co-
Youth Leader with her hus-
band.  She is also active in the 
Newton County Youth Organi-

zation for baseball and softball.
They have two sons, Jacob, 

11, and Logan, six.

Karrh Named Culinary Arts Instructor

KARRH

Lambert Selected Practical Nursing Instructor

HITT

LAMBERT

WILSON

Wilson Chosen Practical Nursing Instructor

CHUNN

LUNDSTROM

PINTER

Pinter Joins Associate Degree Nursing Faculty

Lundstrom Selected as ADN Instructor

Chunn Named Student Services Coordinator

EXTRAORDINARY FACULTY

CANDICE STEWART/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
ECCC Culinary instructor Barry Karrh demonstrates proper chopping 
techniques in preparation for vegetable soup.

CANDICE STEWART
Staff Writer



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Jenna H. Wright was re-
cently selected mathematics 
instructor at East Central 
Community College. She offi-
cially joined the ECCC faculty 
on Aug.9, 2012.

Wright, a native of Banks, 
Ala., previously served as 
a graduate assistant in the 
mathematics department at 
Mississippi State University-
Starkville, where she taught 
college algebra and worked in 
several math labs as a tutor. 
She has also served as sev-
enth through 12th grade math 

intern.
A graduate of Pike Liberal 

Arts High School in Troy, Ala.,  
Wright received a

bachelor’s degree in math-
ematics education at Troy 
University in Troy, Ala., in

2009 and earned a master’s 
degree in statistics from Mis-
sissippi State University-

Starkville in August 2012.
She is married to Eric 

Wright, a federal land survey-
or. They reside in the Laurel 
Hill Community and serve as 
Youth Group Leaders at First 
Assembly of God in Carthage.
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Buckley Named eLearning Coordinator
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Samantha Buckley of Lake 
was recently named eLearning 
Coordinator at East Central 
Community College.

Buckley previously served as 
administrative assistant to the 
Dean of eLearning, a position 
she held since 2007.

Prior to her employment at 

ECCC, Buckley was employed 
with Trustmark National Bank 
and earlier served as a custom-
er service representative with 
Tower Loan of Mississippi.

Buckley received an associ-
ate’s degree from ECCC in 
2002 and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion from Mississippi State 
University in 2004.

buckley

doss

wright

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Kirt Doss of Philadelphia 
was recently selected auto-
motive services technology 
instructor at the Philadelphia/
Neshoba County Career-
Technology Center, a division 
of East Central Community 
College.

Doss, who began his new du-
ties on August 6, 2012, previ-
ously served as an automotive 
technician at Nelson Hall 
Chevrolet in Meridian since 
2009. He held the same posi-
tion at Tolbert Chevrolet from 
2001-09. His work experience 
also includes serving as CNC 

Machinist at Taylor Machine 
Works in Philadelphia from 
1997-2001 and at US Motors 
in Philadelphia from 1992-97. 
He began his career as an auto 
mechanic at S&H Firestone 
in Philadelphia, where he was 
employed from 1989-1992.

A graduate of Neshoba Cen-
tral High School, Doss received 
an associate’s degree in auto-
motive technology from ECCC 
in 2001.

He is married to Misty Sul-
livan Doss of Philadelphia and 
they have two children, Chel-
sea Doss and Gabriel Doss, 
both of whom attend Neshoba 
Central.

Wright Selected Math Instructor

Doss Chosen Automotive Services Technology Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Trustees Honored for Service: Receiving special recognition for their years of service as mem-
bers of the East Central Community Board of Trustees were Rebecca Farris (second from left) of Morton 
and David Byars (third from left) of Philadelphia who were presented plaques of appreciation at the 2012 
MACJC Trustees Conference held in July. Farris has served 25 years and Byars has accumulated 10 
years of service. The longtime trustees were also honored at the ECCC Trustees’ August meeting on 
the Decatur campus and are shown with Board Chairman Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth (left) of Lake and 
ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart.  

Reminder: Wear IDs at All Time!

WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT CAREY?
We love transfer students!

Carey offers many generous scholarships,
including:

•	 Presidential	Scholarship	for	3.5	and	above	cumulative	GPA
	 –	On-campus	$5,600	–	Off-campus	$4,000
•	 Academic	Scholarship	for	3.0-3.49	cumulative	GPA
	 –	On-campus	$4,500	–	Off-campus	$2,900
•	 Opportunity	Scholarship	for	2.5-2.99	cumulative	GPA
	 –	On-campus	$3,500	–	Off-campus	$1,900
•	 An	additional	$300	per	year	for	Phi	Theta	Kappa	members
•	 Talent,	athletic,	and	church-related	vocation	scholarships

www.wmcarey.edu
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Lady Soccer Warriors Honored: Members of the 2011 East Central Community College Lady Warrior Soccer Team were recognized 
during halftime of the ECCC-East Mississippi Community College football game for their selection as NJCAA Women’s Soccer Academic 
Team of the Year. The squad compiled an overall 3.48 grade point average to capture the national recognition, which represents the third 
such honor for the ECCC women’s soccer program in its brief seven-year history. Team members pictured include (beginning second from 
left) Kelsey Tadlock, Erin Thornton and Lynea Moreland, all products of Newton County High School; Haley Covert of West Lauderdale, 
Cayla Engle and Carrie Rushing, both of Newton County High School; and Lauren Shimfessel, Newton County Academy. Also pictured are 
ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart (left) and Coach Kenneth Thompson (right), who presented certificates. Team members unable to attend 
included Emily Lucy, Nikki Cumberland and Wendy McCracken-Burns, all of Newton County Academy; Baleigh Germany, West Lauderdale; 
Kristen Nettles, East Rankin Academy; Holly Doyle, McNairy Central (Ramer, Tenn.); and Jalesia Howell-el and Molly Curry-Jordan, both of 
Tuscaloosa Central (Ala.).

By MADISON HERRINGTON
Staff Writer

East Central Community College welcomed 
Pam McKnight of Forest as new cheer coach for 
the 2012-13 achool year. 

Coach McKnight said 
she was thrilled return to 
her alma mater, ECCC, 
to accepted the “honor” of 
being cheerleading coach 
when she was recruited 
by the college’s adminis-
tration. 

Coach McKnight said 
when deciding whether 
to accept or decline the 
offer, she thought back 
to her years as an ECCC 
cheerleader and knew she 
could not let this opportu-
nity pass her by. 

Coach McKnight was a 
Warrior cheerleader from 
1992 until 1994. She recollected her anxiousness 
of her own Warrior cheerleader tryouts.

“I remember the day of tryouts,” she said. “It 
was EC day, and I was watching the Collegians 
play while thinking about backing out.” She said 
she finally decided to go ahead and try out. She 
walked out of the gym that day thinking there 
was no way she made it; however, a week and a 
half later she received her acceptance letter. 

Her cheerleading career did not end at EC. 
She joined Mississippi State University’s “Pom 
Squad” for a year, before returning home to help 
take care of her sick mother.  

In total, Coach McKnight has more than 15 
years of experience with cheerleading. She 
worked as a trainer and coach at Leake Gymnas-
tics. She served six years as director and chore-
ographer for Scott County Junior Miss. She was 
also a private cheerleading choreographer for 
various high schools. Also, she has worked and 
continues to work as Forest High School’s cheer 
coach for the past 13 years. 

Although she has an impressive background in 
cheerleading, she said she never pictured herself 
as a cheerleading coach. She wanted to be a bas-
ketball coach instead. 

“ B a s k e t -
ball was my 
first love,” 
said Coach 
M c K n i g h t . 
Although she 
participated 
in both sports 
throughout 
junior high 
and high 
school, she 
said she al-
ways thought 
of basketball 
as her “pas-
sion.” How-
ever, due to 
a horrible 
knee injury 
occurring her 
junior year of 
high school, she 
returned to the 
team after being out for only four weeks follow-
ing surgery - talk about dedication. 

According to Coach McKnight, it was a “slap 
of reality.” She already had basketball scholar-
ships lined up even though she was only a junior, 
and now, she could not play. Because of her in-
jury, she soon realized how important cheerlead-
ing actually was to her. However, when some-
one comes from a small town, it’s easy to begin 
thinking that one could not be good enough to 
make a college cheer squad, and in order to try 
out for ECCC, she had to overcome her inter-
nal battle of feeling inferior. She said once they 
started practicing, she loved every second of it.

Coach McKnight said that not much has 
changed since she cheered here. Of course, the 
cheerleaders’ skill level such as stunts and danc-
es has changed, but that is to be expected, she 
said. 

“Actually, they still do part of the fight song 
(routine) that I helped make up,” Coach McK-
night added. 

Coach McKnight attended Edinburg High 
School before coming to EC. While cheering at 
ECCC, she received an associate’s degree and 
then moved on to Mississippi State University. 

Later, Coach McKnight married Jason McK-
night of Forest, and they have two daughters, 
Adyson, 5, and Ava, 2. Excluding her family, 

cheerleading is major part of Coach McKnight’s 
life, through her work with Forest High School 
cheerleaders,  as well as being a representative 

McKnight Returns to Warrior Cheer

MCKNIGHT

FROM THe 1992 WO-HE-LO FeATURING PAM MCKNIGHT

Reminder: Wear IDs at All Time!

exTRAoRDInARy coAch

MADISON  
HeRRINGTON
Staff Writer

CAFETERIA 
HOURS OF OPERATION 

 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 

 
BREAKFAST         7:00 TILL 8:30 
LUNCH     11:00 TILL 1:00 
DINNER       5:00 TILL 7:00 
 

SATURDAY 
 

BREAKFAST      9:00 TILL 10:00 
DINNER        3:00 TILL   4:00 
 

SUNDAY 
 

LUNCH        11:00 TILL 1:00 
DINNER      5:00 TILL 6:00 
 



Special To THe ToM-ToM

East Central Community College’s 
soccer squads registered impressive 
victories over Northwest Mississippi 
Community College Sept. 21 on the De-
catur campus.

The Lady Soccer Warriors and War-
riors each posted 1-0 shut outs in the 
key MACJC North Division matchups.

Kelsey Tadlock made the game-win-
ning goal for the EC women who im-
proved to 2-6 overall and 1-3 in league 
play. Tadlock is a sophomore forward 
from Newton County High School. 
Paige Gower was credited with an as-
sist. Gower is a freshman defender 
from Clarkdale.

Russ Thompson provided the game-
winning goal for the Soccer Warriors, 
whose record now stands at 4-3-2 over-
all and 2-1-1 in the division. Thompson 
is a freshman forward from Newton 
County. Clint McGraw was credited 
with an assist. McGraw is a freshman 
forward from Tupelo Christian.

The Lady Warriors and Warriors 
host Mississippi Gulf Coast Communi-
ty College Friday, beginning at 2 p.m. 
on the EC pitch.

Kenneth Thompson serves as soccer 
coach.

Soccer SquadS fall to HindS
East Central Community College’s 

soccer squads fell to Hinds Community 
College in MACJC North Division com-
petition held Sept. 19 on the Raymond 
campus.

The Lady Soccer Warriors were 
blanked 6-1 and the Soccer Warriors 
were edged 1-0.

Morgan Luke scored for EC in the 
52nd minute. The freshman midfielder 
is a product of Newton County High 
School.

The Lady Soccer Warriors are now 
1-6 overall and 0-3 in league play.

Hinds scored on a free kick in the 
33rd minute.

lady Soccer WarriorS  
earn firSt Victory

Destiny Tomasich scored two goals 
and helped lead the ECCC women’s 
soccer team to its first victory of the 
2012 campaign - a 4-0 shut of Copiah-
Lincoln Community College Sept. 17 
on the Decatur campus.

Tomasich, a freshman midfielder 
from West Harrison High School in 
Gulfport, gave EC a 1-0 lead following 
her goal in the 11th minute and pro-
vided the final tally in the 90th minute 
of the non-division battle played mostly 
during rain showers on the EC pitch.

Also scoring for EC were sophomore 
forward Tadlock and freshman mid-
fielder Morgan Luke, both products of 
Newton County High School.  

Tadlock was also credited with scor-
ing assists on Tomasich’s goals. Claire 
Milling was also credited with a scoring 
assist on Tomasich’s first goal. Luke 
was credited with an assist on Tad-
lock’s goal.

The Lady Soccer Warriors are 1-5 
overall and 0-2 in the MACJC North 
Division. 

In the men’s game, the Soccer War-
riors battled to double overtime for the 
second straight contest in a 3-3 deci-
sion with the visiting Wolves.

McGee Ledbetter scored two goals 
and Thompson added a final tally. 
Thompson was credited with an assist 
on Ledbetter’s first goal, and Ledbetter 
was credited with a scoring assist on 
Thompson’s goal.

Ledbetter, the league’s top scorer, is 
a sophomore forward/midfielder from 
Heritage Academy in Columbus. 

eccc Soccer WarriorS,  
itaWamba tie 1-1 in 2ot

A late goal by Ledbetter forced over-
time in ECCC’s division matchup with 
Itawamba Community College Sep-

tember 14 and the score remained tied 
at 1-1 through two extra periods in a 
key MACJC North Division battle held 
Sept. 14 on the Decatur campus.

Still looking for their first win in 2012 
are the Lady Soccer Warriors (0-5, 0-2) 
who were blanked 6-0 by ICC.

Soccer WarriorS  
clip HolmeS 1-0

Ledbetter’s goal in the 80th minute 
provided the ECCC men’s soccer team 
with a 1-0 victory in their MACJC 
North Division opener with Holmes 
Community College Sept. 11 on the De-
catur campus.

The shut-out also represented the 
Soccer Warriors’ third straight win, fol-
lowing impressive victories over Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast Community College 
(3-2) and Meridian Community College 
(4-2).

EC began season action with narrow 
setbacks to Wallace State Community 
College (2-0) and Pearl River Commu-
nity College (3-1). 

Jordan Walker was credited with 
an assist in the game-winning score. 
Walker is a freshman defender from 
Newton County High School.

In the women’s match-up, Claire Mill-
ing and Tadlock each scored a goal but 
the Lady Warriors fell 4-2. The squad 
remains winless after four starts.

Milling is a freshman midfielder from 
West Lauderdale. Tomasich was cred-
ited with an assist in Tadlock’s goal. 

Soccer WarriorS  
VictoriouS oVer mcc

McGee Ledbetter and Taylor Pot-
ter scored two goals each in leading 
ECCC’s men’s soccer team to a 4-2 vic-
tory over Meridian Community College 
Sept. 7 on the Decatur campus.

Potter is a freshman defender and 
product of the Mississippi School for 
Math and Science.

Ryne Riebock was credited with an 
assist on one of Potter’s goals. Riebock 
is a sophomore defender from Florence.

With the win, EC evened its record at 
2-2. MCC dropped to 2-1.

The Lady Soccer Warriors were not 
as fortunate and fell 8-0 to the Lady 
Eagles. 

EC’s women are still looking for their 
first victory in three starts. MCC im-
proved to 2-1.

Soccer WarriorS  
defeat Gulf coaSt 

The ECCC men’s soccer team cap-
tured its first victory of the 2012 sea-
son by defeating Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College by a 3-2 margin 
September 5 on the Perkinston cam-
pus.

Coach Thompson was obviously 
pleased with his team’s performance 
in capturing the program’s second win 
against the Bulldogs.

“We played well and just took it to 
them,” said Thompson of the War-
riors who improved to 1-2 on the young 
campaign. “It was a great game for the 
spectators.” 

Scoring for ECCC were Potter of Ben-
tonia, Riebock and Ledbetter. 

Credited with scoring assists were 
freshman forward Will Thompson of 
Newton County and freshman mid-
fielder Kennon Craft of Clinton.

The Lady Soccer Warriors were not 
as fortunate and were blanked 4-0. The 
squad is winless after two contests.

“Our girls gave a great effort but were 
simply outmatched,” said Thompson.
Soccer WarriorS drop opener
ECCC’s Soccer Warriors fell 2-0 to 

visiting Wallace State Community Col-
lege of Hanceville, Ala., in the squad’s 
2012 season opener August 23 on the 
Decatur campus.

After a scoreless first half, the visit-
ing Lions scored on goals in the 59th 
minute followed by a score in the 63rd 
minute.
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Eliud AlvArEz/StAff photogrAphEr
Lady Warrior Morgan Luke (5) drives the ball to the goal line against her Holmes Community College defender. The freshman 
midfielder is a product of Newton County High School. 

Soccer Squads Bring home victories

SpECiAl to thE toM-toM
ECCC Men’s Soccer Team: Members of the 2012 East Central Community College men’s soccer team and their respective 
high schools include (first row, from left) defender Bryor Shorter (1), Florence; forwards Will Thompson (2) and Russ Thomp-
son (3) and defender Jesse Vaughn (4), all of Newton County; forward/midfielder McGee Ledbetter (5), Heritage Academy, 
Columbus; defender Jose Aju (6), Eupora; midfielders/defenders Ronnie Tisdale (7) of Pascagoula and Zack Killion (8) of 
South Oldham, Crestwood, KY; and defender Jordan Walker (9), Newton County; (second row, from left) midfielder Ryne 
Riebock (10), Florence; midfielder Kennon Craft (12), Clinton; defender Tyravian Miller (13), Moss Point; forwards Terrell 
Forte (14) of Newton County and DeShawn Kitchens (15) of Florence; midfielder Clay Aikens (16), McLaurin; defender Forest 
Muller (17), Hahnville (La.); midfielder/defender Garrett Blevins (18), Harrison Central; defender Zach McGarr (20), Leake 
Academy; and midfielder Drew Norman (21), Florence; and (third row, from left) managers Alexander Lee of Newton County 
and Franck Alexandre of Boynton Beach (Fla.) Community; defender Taylor Potter (22), MS School for Math and Science, 
Columbus; forward Clint McGraw (23), Tupelo Christian; keepers Jared Canoy of West Harrison and Matt Taylor of Clarkdale; 
defender Ryan Artman (24), Grenada; keeper midfielder Jacob Norman (25), Gulfport; manager Kelsey Stewart, Morton; and 
head coach Kenneth Thompson. 

SpECiAl to thE toM-toM
ECCC Women’s Soccer Team: Members of the 2012 East Central Community College women’s soccer team and their 
respective high schools include (first row, from left) midfielder Claire Milling (2), West Lauderdale; forward Bailey McElroy (3) 
and defender Paige Gower (4), both of Clarkdale; keeper Alana Turner (1), Florence; midfielders Morgan Luke (5) and Lynea 
Moreland (7) and defender Heather Johnson (9), all of Newton County; (second row, from left) midfielder Sydney Dawkins 
(10), Clarkdale; defender Erin Thornton (11), Newton County; defender Rachel Field (12), Oxford Hills Christian Academy, 
Auburn, Maine; midfielder Miranda Clark (13), Neshoba Central; defender/midfielder Katie Weir (14), Clarkdale; midfielder 
Hanah Tindall (15), Newton County Academy; and Destiny Tomasich (16), West Harrison; and (third row, from left) managers 
Alexander Lee of Newton County and Franck Alexandre of Boynton Beach (Fla.) Community; forward Kelsey Tadlock, New-
ton County; midfielder Mackenzie Britt (18), Florence; midfielder Kennedy Castleberry (19), Clarkdale; defender Haley Covert 
(20), West Lauderdale; manager Kelsey Stewart, Morton; and head coach Kenneth Thompson.  

SpECiAl to thE toM-toM
Thompson Scores Game-Winning Goal: Freshman forward Russ Thompson 
(3) is shown making the game-winning goal in East Central Community College’s 
stunning 1-0 upset over visiting Northwest Mississippi Community College Sept. 
21. Thompson is a product of Newton County High School.
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Keshun Shipp rushed for 141 
yards on 25 carries and scored 
two touchdowns in leading 
ECCC to a 16-10 victory over 
Southwest Mississippi Commu-
nity College Sept. 20 at Bailey 
Stadium.

Shipp, a 5-9, 215-pound run-
ning back from Olive Branch, 
scored on a one-yard plunge 
with 20 seconds left before half-
time and found the end zone on 
a 28-yard scamper early in third 
period action in leading the 
Warriors to their first win of the 
2012 campaign.

EC head coach Brian Ander-
son was obviously elated about 
his team’s accomplishment.

“I am so proud of our kids,” 
said Anderson, whose Warriors 
improved to 1-3 overall and 1-1 
in the MACJC South Division. 
“To see them pull out a game 
like this was very satisfying. 
They just wouldn’t be denied. It 
was really a great effort by ev-
erybody!”

Anderson was especially 
proud of the defense, which al-
lowed just 78 rushing yards and 
made several key plays in keep-
ing the Bears from scoring, in-
cluding several goal line stands 
and two blocked field goals.

“Our defense was challenged 
to step up their game tonight 
and responded with a great ef-
fort,” said Anderson.

The Warriors were without 
the services of starting quar-
terback Colton Kane of Pen-
sacola, Fla. who is recovering 
from a foot injury. Kane is a 6-4, 
215-pound product of Navarre 
(Fla.) High School.

Back-up quarterback Zak 
Thrasher and wide receiver 
Brock Hall, a former high school 
signal caller, shared quarter-
backing duties and both made 
several key plays in the division 
victory.

Thrasher, a 6-3, 200-pound 
product of New Hope High 
School, completed nine of 18 
passes for 69 yards and had one 
interception. He also had 10 
rushes for 46 yards. 

Hall, a 6-2, 185-pound product 
of Paul W. Bryant High School 
in Tuscaloosa, Ala., completed 
three of seven passes for 29 
yards. He also had two rushes 
for 37 yards and caught two 
passes from Thrasher for 37 
yards.

“These guys did a great job 
managing the game,” said An-
derson. “I was really proud of 
their effort.”

Southwest, which dropped to 
0-3 and 0-1, took an early 3-0 
lead on a 25-yard field goal with 
5:23 left in the first period. 

EC had an opportunity to tie 
the contest but Austin Frank-
lin’s 42-yard field goal attempt 
with 2:09 left in the initial pe-
riod was wide left. Franklin is 
a freshman from Petal High 
School.

The Southwest advantage 
stood up until late in second 
quarter action when Shipp 
capped an 11-play, 69-yard 
march with his first tally. 
Franklin made the first of his 
two PATs. 

EC began possession after de-
fensive back Deante Lawrence 
tackled the Southwest quarter-
back during a fake field goal at-
tempt with 3:15 left before half-
time. 

Key plays during the EC scor-
ing drive included Shipp’s 13-
yard scamper to the Southwest 
22 and Thrasher’s nine-yard 
strike to Hall on a third and 
four situation that gave EC pos-
session on the five-yard line.

EC extended its lead to 14-3 
early in the third stanza on 
Shipp’s second tally, set up by 
defensive back Chris Apper-
white’s interception and return 
of a Walker pass, which gave 
the Warriors possession on the 
Bears’ 29-yard line. Apperwhite 
is a product of Laurel High 
School.

The visitors closed the scoring 
gap to 14-10 on the ensuing pos-
session.

EC had an opportunity to 
extend its lead early in fourth 
quarter action but Franklin’s 
22-yard field goal attempt was 
wide left.   

The Warriors missed out on 
another scoring opportunity 
with 7:35 left in the game when 

Franklin’s 38-yard field goal at-
tempt was blocked. 

Another EC drive stalled at 
the Southwest eight-yard line 
when Thrasher’s pass was in-
tercepted.

However, it was the Warriors 
who took advantage of the mis-
hap as linebacker Layton Hol-
comb sacked Walker in the end 
zone for a safety to complete 
scoring with 3:47 left in the 
contest. Holcomb is a freshman 
from Oak Grove.

The Warriors had 260 yards 
rushing and 98 yards passing 
for a 358-yard total. 

Keivondre Watford was the 
top receiver with five grabs for 
41 yards. Watford is a prod-
uct of Tuscaloosa Central High 
School.

In addition to the 78 yards 
rushing as previously men-
tioned, Southwest had 240 
yards passing, as Walker com-
pleted 24 of 48 attempts.

Franklin averaged 37 yards 
on six punts.

Linebacker Blake Graves of 
Presbyterian Christian led the 
EC defense with eight tackles, 
followed by linebacker Cory 
Houck of Union County (Fla.) 
High School with seven stops. 

Next up for the Warriors’ is a 
homecoming battle with Hinds 
Community College scheduled 
for 2:30 p.m. Saturday. 

The Eagles are 2-2 overall 
and 0-2 in league play following 
their 21-6 loss to Copiah-Lin-
coln in Raymond.
EC Drops Division opEnEr
Turnovers and penalties 

proved costly for the Warriors 
who began MACJC South Divi-
sion action with a 47-10 drub-
bing by Copiah-Lincoln Com-
munity College September 13 at 
Stone Stadium on the Wesson 
campus.

The Warrior offense struggled 
throughout most of the division 
battle and was often stymied 
due to penalties. The lone touch-
down came in the third stanza 
when Kane connected with 
speedy receiver Ricky Hunt on 
an 89-yard pass play that cut 
the Wolves’ lead to 20-10.

However, EC could get no 
closer as Co-Lin responded with 
four scores to seal the victory.

Kane finished the night by 
completing 15 of 22 passes for 
195 yards. He was also victim 
to five interceptions – the final 
pick coming on the last play of 
the game with the Warriors on 
the Co-Lin 24-yard line. 

Hunt, who had another recep-
tion for a minus one yard, was 

the leading EC receiver. The 
sophomore is a product of North 
Panola High School.

EC’s rushing attack was led 
by Shipp who compiled 88 yards 
on 16 carries. 

Franklin was responsible for 
EC’s other points. He connected 
on a 25-yard field goal that nar-
rowed the Co-Lin advantage to 
20-3 with 7:09 left before half-
time. The scoring drive was 
highlighted by Shipp’s 45-yard 
scamper. Franklin also kicked 
the PAT following the Warriors’ 
third quarter tally. Franklin 
punted six times for a 38-yard 
average. His longest effort was 
44 yards.

In addition to the five inter-
ceptions, the Warriors were pe-
nalized 13 times for 96 yards, 
while the host Wolves had two 
infractions for 15 yards.

Co-Lin jumped out to a 13-0 
first-quarter lead following a 16-
yard interception return with 
5:29 left followed by a one-yard 
plunge. Gray set up his score 
with a 36-yard scamper to the 
EC one-yard line. The Wolves 
made the first PAT but a mis-
handled snap from center nixed 
the second PAT attempt. 

The Wolves stretched their 
lead to 20-0 early in second peri-
od action. Long added the PAT.

After Franklin’s field goal 
made the score 20-3, the War-
riors defense stiffened and a 
fumble recovery by defensive 
lineman Lakenneth Weidman 
of South Leake with 5:34 left 
before halftime provided the 
Warriors excellent field position 
near midfield. However, the 
drive stalled when Kane’s pass 
was again picked off by Sims on 
the Wolves’ 19-yard line.  

EC’s defense held the Wolves 
on the first possession of the sec-
ond half and the Warrior offense 
responded with Kane’s short 
pass to Hunt which resulted in 
an 89-yard scoring play.

The Wolves followed EC’s 
tally with a nine-play, 70-yard 
drive capped by a nine-yard TD 
with 6:20 remaining in the third 
stanza. The PAT stretched the 
Wolves’ lead to 27-10.

Co-Lin took advantage of 
Kane’s third interception early 
in the fourth stanza, which gave 
the Wolves possession on the 
EC 23-yard line. The home team 
scored seven plays later on an-
other TD strike from Rogers to 
Scott, this time from two yards 
out. Long connected on the PAT 
to extend the lead to 34-10. Rog-
ers finished the night by com-
pleting 20 of 32 passes for 222 

yards and two scores. 
On EC’s next possession, 

Kane’s pass was deflected and 
picked off and returned by Co-
to the Warrior 36-yard line. The 
Wolves scored six plays later on 
a 10-yard scamper with 6:50 left 
in the game. Long kicked the 
PAT to stretch the Co-Lin ad-
vantage to 41-0. The short scor-
ing drive was aided by a per-
sonal foul penalty against the 
Warrior defense.

The Wolves put the final 
points on the scoreboard on a 
41-yard punt return. The PAT 
was blocked.

Lions CruisE past ECCC
Top ranked East Mississippi 

Community College may be on 
its way to a second-straight NJ-
CAA football championship.

The Lions rolled into Decatur 
September 6 and came away 
with an easier-than-expected 
51-7 victory over ECCC and 
snapped a six-game skid to the 
Warriors in the process.

With the win, EMCC im-
proved to 2-0 on the young sea-
son while EC dropped to 0-2.

Anderson said he was disap-
pointed in his team’s effort and 
especially turnovers that con-
tinue to plague the EC offense.

A Warrior fumble – one of 
seven for the night - following 
a missed East MS field goal in 
second half action provided the 
visitors with an excellent scor-
ing opportunity at the 24-yard 
line and led to a 21-0 advantage 
for the Lions.

EC’s defense provided an 
early turnover itself when de-
fensive back Desmond Brown 
of Cherokee (Ala.) County High 
School intercepted quarterback 
Quez Johnson’s pass in the end 
zone on the game’s first posses-
sion.

However, a Warrior fumble 
three plays later on the EC 21 
set up the Lions’ first score – a 
two-yard run by Johnson with 
11:00 left in the first stanza. 
The Lions connected on the first 
of his six PATs.

After the Warriors were un-
able to move the pigskin on the 
ensuing possession, EMCC took 
over on its 30 following Frank-
lin’s 41-yard punt to the EMCC 
30. Six plays later the Lions 
stretched their lead to 14-0 with 
6:52 remaining in the first quar-
ter. 

After an exchange of posses-
sion, EC drove from its 33-yard 
line to the EMCC 38, but a 
holding call followed by a turn-
over nixed the drive and the 
visitors took over near midfield. 

The drive stalled at the War-
rior nine-yard line, from where 
Rhodes missed a 26-yard field 
goal with 6:30 left before half-
time.

EC took over on its 20-yard 
line but fumbled on the first play 
and provided the Lions with an 
excellent scoring opportunity.

It took eight plays from that 
point for EMCC to find the end 
zone but did so when the Lions 
tallied on a one-yard plunge, ex-
tending their lead to 21-0.

On the ensuing possession, 
the Warriors were once again a 
victim of the turnover as Kane’s 
pass attempt was deflected and 
intercepted by EMCC defense 
on the EC 15-yard line. 

The Lions took advantage 
of the scoring opportunity as 
Rhodes drilled a 35-yard field 
goal with just under a minute 
left before halftime. The half 
ended with the visitors in con-
trol at 24-0.

East Mississippi added two 
scores in the third quarter. 

EC got on the scoreboard ear-
lier in fourth quarter action on 
running back Martin Johnson’s 
one-yard run, set up by Dontre-
al Pruitt’s 43-yard interception 
and return to the EM seven-
yard line. Franklin added the 
PAT.

The Lions scored twice in the 
game’s final 10 minutes.

Kane completed 11 of 33 
passes for 72 yards and had one 
interception. Kane was the top 
rusher with eight attempts for 
42 yards. 

The Warriors managed 131 
rushing yards. Other top rush-
ers were Shipp, 15 carries for 
40 yards; Jamere Knox of Salis-
bury, Md., five attempts for 31 
yards; and Johnson, 10 carries 
for 25 yards and a touchdown.

Franklin punted six times for 
a 34-yard average.

EC lost three of seven fum-
bles.

Defensively, EC was led by 
Graves, who was credited with 
nine tackles. Other top tacklers 
were Smith, four tackles and 
two quarterback sacks; defen-
sive lineman Martaze Jackson 
of Demopolis (Ala.), four tack-
les and quarterback sack; and 
Houck, four tackles.

Warriors FaLL to iCC 
The Warriors fell victim to 

Itawamba Community College’s 
passing attack and five turn-
overs in a 35-13 setback in the 
season opener for both squads.

The non-division battled was 
originally scheduled for August 
30 but was moved to September 

1 due to inclement weather and 
field conditions from Hurricane 
Isaac.

ICC quarterback Andrew 
Goodman threaded the Warrior 
defense by completing 29 of 40 
passes for 344 yards and five 
scores in leading the Indians to 
victory. ICC added 136 yards on 
the ground for a 480-yard total.

Kane made his debut by com-
pleting nine of 24 passes for 125 
yards and two interceptions. 
Kane also tallied for the War-
riors – a one-yard run early in 
the second period that following 
Franklin’s PAT tied the contest 
at 7-7. 

The short scoring drive was 
set up by Hunt’s 49-yard kickoff 
return. 

EC’s other score came late in 
third period action when run-
ning back Knox found the end 
zone on a three-yard run, cap-
ping a 44-yard drive. Franklin’s 
PAT was blocked. 

Itawamba grabbed a 7-0 lead 
late in the first stanza on Good-
man’s 11-yard TD followed by 
the PAT. 

After EC tied the contest at 
7 earlier in the second quarter, 
the Indians scored with 4:09 left 
before halftime. The Indians’ 
had a 21-7 advantage at the 
break.

An already wet field became a 
lot wetter following rain show-
ers. The rains ceased as third 
period action got under way but 
the ICC offense continued to 
find the end zone.

EC put the final points on the 
scoreboard on Knox’s three-yard 
run with 36 seconds left in the 
third stanza. 

Knox was the leading rush-
ing for EC with 12 carries for 86 
yards. Other EC rushers were 
Shipp, 13 carries for 59 yards; 
Kane, 11 carries for 50 yards; 
and freshman Johnny Beamon 
of New Hope, three carries for 
14 yards. EC had 209 total rush-
ing yards.  

Watford led EC receivers with 
four catches for 62 yards. Hunt 
had three grabs for 62 yards.

On the defensive side, Houck 
led the Warriors with 13 tack-
les. Other top defenders were 
Pegues, five; sophomore line-
man Cordell Paige of Gautier, 
four; and Graves, Weidman, 
and sophomore defensive backs 
Ben Brooks of Northeast Lau-
derdale, Dominque Carter of 
Nanih Waiya and Za Reese of 
Morton, and Jackson, three 
each. Paige and Weidman were 
each also credited with a quar-
terback sack.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Warrior Football Team: ECCC football team members and their respective high schools include (first row, from left) defensive back Deante Lawrence (1), Prattville (Alabama); 
running back Keshaun Shipp (2), Olive Branch; wide receiver KeiVondre Watford (3), Tuscaloosa Central (Alabama); defensive back Za Reese (4), Morton;  wide receiver Steven 
Fuller (5), Kemper County; running back (6) Johnny Beamon, New Hope; quarterback Colton Kane (7), Navarre (Florida); wide receivers Brock Hall (8), Paul W. Bryant (Alabama), 
and Kyle Koch (9), Calvary Christian; and defensive backs Demarius Pegues (10), Oxford, and  Markel Milsap (11), Laurel; (second row, from left) quarterback Donnie Farmer 
(12), Harrison Central; defensive backs Ricky Hunt (13), North Panola, and Ben Brooks (14), Northeast Lauderdale; quarterback Zak Thrasher (15), New Hope; wide receiver 
Jamere Knox (16), Wicomico (Maryland); running back Martin Johnson (17), Nanih Waiya; kicker/punter Austin Franklin (18), Petal; wide receivers Blake Roberts (19), Petal, and 
Georgio Grace (21), Philadelphia; and defensive back Steffon Fuller (22), Kemper County; (third row, from left) wide receiver Freeman Gray (23), Tunica Academy; defensive back 
Dominique Carter (24), Nanih Waiya; quarterback Tyler Hatch (25), Southaven; wide receiver Cashmere  Dawson (26), Leake Central;  kicker Colton Ballard (28), Newton County; 
linebacker Zachary Thigpen (30), Laurel; wide receiver Toriante Hinton (32), Provine; linebacker Jeff Johnson (34), Southaven; defensive backs Chris Apperwhite (35), Laurel, and 
Robert Ducksworth (36), Oak Grove; and wide receiver Dillon Williams (38), Newton County Academy; (fourth row, from left) linebackers Trey Wynn (39), Hillcrest (Alabama), and 
Cory Houck (40), Union County (Florida); defensive linemen Cordell Paige (42), Gautier, and Martaze Jackson (43), Demopolis (Alabama); linebackers Blake Graves (44), Presby-
terian Christian,  Seth McDonald (45), West Jones, and  Layton Holcomb (47), Oak Grove; defensive back Daniel Gregory (48), New Hope; linebacker Daniel Myrick (51), North-
west Rankin; and offensive lineman Paul Kirkman (53), Tuscaloosa County; (fifth row, from left) offensive linemen Kyron Samuels (54), Fairhope (Alabama), and Remund Jackson 
(62), Tuscaloosa County (Alabama); defensive lineman Hunter Green (64), Mendenhall; offensive linemen Johnny Kight (65), Nanih Waiya, Justin Verner (70), Columbus,  Dustin 
Tubby (71), Neshoba Central, Bart Whigham (72), Northview (Alabama), Shaquille Patrick (74), Scott Central, and Park Stevens (75), New Hope; and wide receiver Wesley Smith 
(80), Morton; (sixth row, from left) managers Zach Yates, Newton County, and Joseph Moreland, Kossuth; defensive lineman Maher Bradford (81), Scott Central; wide receiver 
Jaime Gomez (82), Harrison Central; defensive lineman LaKenneth Weidman (83), South Leake; wide receiver James Clark (86), Laurel; defensive linemen Bradley Dorsey (90), 
Morton, Kalvin Smith (95), Newton County,  Joseph Reeves (96), New Hope, and Vodrick Lucious (98), Tuscaloosa County (Alabama); and managers Tyler Warnat, New Hope, 
and Tyler Graham, Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) head coach Brian Anderson, assistants Derek Pouncey, Donovan Tate, Webb Hamilton, Kyle Watson, Blake Frazier and 
Jarvis Cole; and athletic trainers Derrick Jones and Paul McMahan, both of the Rush Sports Medicine Team. 

Shipp ‘Sails’ for First Warrior Victory
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Warrior Athletics
SPECIAL TO THE TOM_TOM

Former East Central Commu-
nity College basketball stand-
out Kotreece Bender of Newton 
has returned to her alma mater 
as an assistant to the recently 
named Lady Warrior head 
coach Crandal Porter, former 
Newton head basketball coach. 

Bender, who began her new 
duties on August 13, 2012, was 
previously employed by the 
Newton Municipal School Dis-
trict from 2007-12 and served 
as girls’ assistant basketball 
coach for Coach Porter. Her 
duties included coaching high 
school basketball and soft-
ball, and serving as a physical 
education instructor. She also 
tutored several students in ge-
ometry and reading at the high 
school and middle school levels. 

As an assistant to Coach Por-

ter, Bender was instrumental 
in helping lead the Lady Tigers 
to the 2009-10 State Class 3-A 

championship. She also served 
as head basketball coach of the 
junior high girls’ team and post-
ed a 62-18 record. 

Bender was basketball stand-
out at Newton High School and 
continued her career at ECCC, 
where she helped lead the Lady 
Warriors to Region 23, MACJC 
State and MACJC South Divi-
sion titles and a second-place 
finish in the Consolation Brack-
et of the NJCAA Women’s Bas-
ketball National Champion-
ship. The Brad Hodge-coached 
squad also finished eighth in 
the final NJCAA poll.

Bender received an associate’s 
degree from ECCC in 2004 and 
recently earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in Inter Disciplinary Stud-
ies at Jackson State University, 
where she finished in the top 10 
percent of her graduating class.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Courtney Nunn of Jonesboro, 
La., was recently named assis-
tant fast-pitch softball coach at 
East Central Community Col-
lege, announced new Lady War-
rior head coach Kristin Chaney.

Prior to joining the ECCC 
coaching staff, Nunn assisted 
with recreational projects for 
the Jackson Parish Recreation 
Department in Jonesboro, La. 
She also has experience as an 
umpire for softball and baseball 
games on several levels. In ad-
dition, she has provided pitch-
ing instruction to young soft-
ball players in her hometown. 
Most recently, she served as a 
volunteer pitching coach for a 
softball clinic hosted by East 
Mississippi Community College 
in Scooba.

Nunn is a former softball 
standout as a pitcher on the 
high school, community college 
and four-year college levels.

At Jonesboro-Hodge High 

School, she received first team 
All-State honors in 2007 and 
2008 and earned first-team All-
District selection in 2004, 2006, 
2007 and 2008. She was named 
second team All-District selec-
tion in 2005. She was named 

second team All-District in 
2005. She was recognized as 
the LHSAA All-North Strikeout 
Leader in 2008. She helped lead 
Jonesboro-Hodge to the state 
semi-finals in 2006.

Nunn continued her career 
at East Mississippi, where in 
2010 she received All-Region 
and MACJC All-State honors 
as a pitcher and was named 
MACJC All-North Division De-
fensive Player of the Year. She 
also earned MACJC All-State 
honors in 2009. She received 
an Associates of Arts degree in 
May 2010.

At Mississippi College, Nunn 
was named ASC Conference 
Pitcher of the Year and received 
first team All-Conference hon-
ors in 2012. She helped lead the 
Lady Choctaws to the ASC Con-
ference and NCAA Regions in 
2011. In addition, she received 
“Pitcher of the Week” honors on 
three occasions during the 2011 
and 2012 seasons. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in kinesiology 
in May 2012.

Nunn Selected Softball Assistant

NUNN

Bender Named Lady Warrior Assistant

BENDER

Former Warrior Tate Joins ECCC Coaching Staff
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Donovan Tate is a recent ad-
dition to the football coaches’ 
staff at East Central Commu-
nity College, announced head 
coach Brian Anderson. Tate will 
serve as wide receivers coach.

A 2007 graduate of Hatties-
burg High School, Tate was a 
standout wide receiver on the 
2007 and 2008 Warrior squads 
and earned honorable mention 
MACJC All-State honors for 
the 2007 campaign.

While at EC, Tate was a 
Dean’s List Scholar and mem-
ber of the Fellowship of Chris-

tian Athletes. He was also se-
lected for Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Junior 
Colleges. He received an asso-
ciate’s degree in liberal arts in 
December 2008.

He continued his football 
career at Nicholls State Uni-
versity in Thibodaux, La., and 
received All-Conference Aca-
demic honors in 2009, 2010 and 
2011.  He received a bachelor’s 
degree in general studies in De-
cember 2010. Tate is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
higher education administra-
tion at Nicholls State.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Devarus “Scooter” Walker, a 
former East Central Communi-
ty College basketball standout, 
has returned to his alma mater 
as an assistant to his former 
coach, Maurice Bowie.

Walker was a member of the 
2007-08 and 2008-09 Warrior 
squads. He was also a two-year 
member of the tennis team.  

He is a 2007 graduate of New-
ton County High School, where 
he was a member of state cham-
pionship teams in tennis and 
was also a standout in basket-

ball. He received honors in both 
sports.

Walker earned an associate’s 
degree at ECCC in 2009 and 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education at William 
Carey University in Hatties-
burg in 2012, where he also 
played basketball and tennis.

His coaching experience in-
cludes serving as an intern at 
the YMCA in Hattiesburg, were 
he operated summer sports 
camps for children age five to 
13. He was also responsible for 
planning and organizing sports-
related activities.

Former Warrior Standout Named Assistant

WALKER

TATE

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Tim Anderson is not only be-
ginning his sophomore season 
as a standout member of East 
Central Community College’s 
baseball team, he is also receiv-
ing recognition for his talents 
on the national level.

Anderson, a 6-1, 180-pound 
short stop/outfielder from Tus-
caloosa, Ala., is included in the 
2012 Jayhawk League Top 20 
Prospect List.

The competition is a colle-
giate wooden bat league held 
in the summer. Anderson was 
a member of Dodge City A’s 
in Dodge City, Kansas, and 
posted impressive statistics: a 
.352 batting average with eight 
home runs, two triples, 14 dou-
bles and 39 RBIs. He was also 
successful on 32 of 39 stolen 
base attempts.

Anderson was one of only two 
players from Mississippi colleg-

es and universities included in 
the prestigious ranking.

ECCC head baseball coach 
Neal Holliman said Anderson 
is “very worthy” of the special 

recognition.
“We are very excited for Tim 

and for our program to have 
the recognition,” said Holli-
man. “As we continue to build 
our program, more and more 
national recognition arises. 
Thanks to the commitment 
from our players and coaches 
to recruit such high quality 
players and students, our base-
ball program continues to be 
recognized as one of the best. 
We congratulate Tim and ap-
preciate what all our players 
have done to make our program 
receive attention from the na-
tional media.”

Anderson batted .362 for the 
Diamond Warriors in 2012. He 
belted four home runs, a triple, 
nine doubles and was credited 
with 39 RBIs. He was success-
ful on all 30 stolen base at-
tempts.

He is a product of Hillcrest 
High School in Tuscaloosa.

ANDERSON

Diamond Warrior Among Top College Prospects

HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012HOMECOMING 2012

Thursday, September 27
7 p.m. Pep Rally
  Bailey Stadium

Friday, September 28 
4 p.m. Mixed & Men’s Tennis Tournament
  ECCC Tennis Courts 

Saturday, September 29
7 a.m. Registration for Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
  North Campus Pavilion  - Run/Walk Starts 7:30 a.m.
9 a.m.   Bookstore Open
  Eddie M. Smith Student Union 
    Memorabilia Room Open
  Burton Library 
10 a.m.       Homecoming Registration Begins
  East Mall Patio near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
          Alumni Baseball Tournament
  Clark/Gay Baseball Complex
11 a.m. Alumni Luncheon,
  Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
  Lil’ Warrior Kid Zone
  Bailey Stadium  
1 p.m. Reunion Groups Meet
  Bailey Stadium  
  Classes of 1957, 1958, & 1959; Class of 1962;
  Classes of 1979, 1980, & 1981; Classes of 1986, 1987, & 1988; 
  1981 and 1982 Warrior Football Teams; 
  and 1992 Spring Musical Cast of “The 1940s Radio Hour”  
  Warrior Club Tailgating and Annual Meeting
  Bailey Stadium 
1:30 p.m.  Awarding of 50th Anniversary Diplomas to Class of 1962
  Bailey Stadium 
2:30 p.m.   Football Game – ECCC vs. Hinds
  Halftime - Recognition of Homecoming Honorees;    
  Presentation of Queen and Court; 
  and Performance by the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band
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September 29, 2012

Wallace Strickland
Alumnus of the Year

Carole Pace Henry
Alumna of the Year

Tom McCullough
Athletic Hall of Fame

Granville Freeman
Athletic Hall of Fame

East Central Community College
P.O. Box 129 Decatur, MS 39327 • 1-877-462-3222  • www.eccc.edu

2012
HOMECOMING COURT

East Central Community College Homecoming Court members and their respective high schools 
include (from left) freshman maids Payton Smith, Scott Central; Jayohnnie Slaughter and Taylor 
Gressett, both of Newton County; Brooke Massey, Winston Academy; Queen Erin Thornton, 
Newton County; Maid of Honor LaJoya Griffi n, Philadelphia; and sophomore maids Hannah 
Farmer, Newton County; and Lauren Daniels and Jordan Clearman, both of  Neshoba Central. 

We Want 
Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization 

to gphillips@eccc.edu.
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Warrior Scene
Scenes from Welcome Back Week

PHOTOS  BY CANDICE STEWART & JESSICA BARNETT/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
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Thanksgiving 
Holidays

Haunted House of Hoops
Scenes from Haunted House of Hoops event. PAGE 20

SLAGLE

See VETERANS, PAGE 3

See DONATION, PAGE 3

Nov. 19-23

ECCC Foundation Receives Record $2.68 Million 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Scholarships will be available for 
qualified high school graduates who 
reside in the five-county service area 
of East Central Community College 
(ECCC) in 2014-15, thanks to a gener-
ous donation from an alumna who in-
cluded the College in her estate plan-
ning.

The estate of Frances Gaines Blum 
Slagle, a 1940 ECCC graduate and 
former Decatur resident, recently pre-
sented the ECCC Foundation with 
approximately $2.68 million in cash, 
stocks, and certificates of deposit to be 
used to establish student scholarships. 
This gift represents the largest single 
donation ever received by the institu-
tion and one of the largest gifts ever 
received by a community college in the 
state of Mississippi.

ECCC President Dr. Billy W. Stew-
art made the announcement during a 
press conference held Tuesday, Oct. 
9 in the Thrash Auditorium, located 

in Newton 
Hall. The 
press con-
ference was 
b r o a d c a s t 
live on the 
C o l l e g e ’ s 
Web site 
(www.eccc.
edu) and at 
various vid-
e o - c o n f e r -
encing sites 
throughout 
the ECCC 
district.  

Dr. Stew-
art an-
n o u n c e d 
that $50,000 will be used to endow 
the Willis E. Blum and Frances Blum 
Slagle Scholarship, and the remaining 
$2.63 million will be used to endow the 
Children of Andrew Gaines and Inez 
Gaines: Marjorie Mansfield, Mary 
George Pace, Frances Gaines Blum 
Slagle, Virginia Gaines Smith and Ge-
neva Gaines Boring Tuition Guaran-
tee Scholarship.

Details for both scholarships are cur-
rently being developed, but Dr. Stew-
art stated interest earned from the 
$2.63 million contribution will be used 
to guarantee tuition for the freshman 
year – currently $940 per semester – 

Funds Designated 
for Guaranteed 

Tuition  
Scholarships

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Presented $2.68 Million for Scholarships: East Central Community College officials announced receiving a record 
$2.68 million gift designated for student scholarships during a mid-afternoon press conference held Oct. 9, 2012 in Thrash 
Auditorium. Scholarships will be available for qualified high school graduates who reside in the College’s five-county district 
in 2014-15, thanks to the generous donation from Frances Gaines Blum Slagle, a 1940 ECCC graduate and former Decatur 
resident, who included EC in her estate planning. Shown displaying a replica of the historic contribution are (from left) Slagle 
family representatives Mary Jo Smith-Taylor (niece) of Jackson, Deborah Blum Stamper (daughter) of Marietta, Ga.; and 
Carole Pace Henry (niece) of Madison; ECCC President Dr. Billy W. Stewart; ECCC Board of Trustees Chairman Dr. Jimmy 
Hollingsworth of Lake; Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, ECCC Executive Director for Foundation and Alumni Relations; and George 
Taylor of Forest, ECCC Foundation Chairperson.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Homecoming Queen Crowned Despite Weather: A slight drizzle did not keep East Central Community College from presenting its 
2012 homecoming court during halftime ceremonies of the EC/Hinds football game held Saturday, Sept. 29 at Bailey Stadium. Sophomore 
Erin Thornton (second from left) of Madden received her crown from ECCC President Billy W. Stewart (left) and was presented a bouquet of 
roses from 2011 queen LaTia Peavey (far right) of Carthage. Also pictured is Miss Thornton’s escort, Jeremy Carson of Decatur. The new 
queen and her escort are both products of Newton County High School. The Warriors rallied for a 26-21 victory over the Eagles in the key 
MACJC South Division battle.

SBA Plans Fall 
Festival 2012

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

It’s that time of year again!  The leaves are falling, sweatpants 
are back in style, and East Central Community College’s second 
annual fall festival is right around the corner.  Last year’s event 
was a success, and this year should be no exception.  

“The Fall Festival last year was a fun 
and relaxing event for the students be-
fore crunch time for exams,” said Stu-
dent Body Association (SBA) president 
Jeremy Carson.  

SBA will once again sponsor the me-
chanical bull, along with an inflatable 
bungee run and jousting arena.  Many 
of the campus’ clubs and organizations 
will also have booths, games, and other 
activities for students to come and enjoy.  
This is a free event that all students and 
faculty are encouraged to attend.  

“I enjoyed the fall festival last year, 
but I wish it would have been publicized 
more.  I happened to stumble upon the 
Native American club dancers, which 
eventually led me to the festival,” said 
sophomore George Bond.  

The SBA is getting the word out about 
the event now, so everyone can know and come participate in this 
exciting, relaxing afternoon. Be sure and stop by for good times 
and possibly some good food from 2 until 5 p.m. on November 15 in 
the mall area on campus.

GRIFFIN

Special Ceremony Set Nov. 10 
to Honor Military Veterans

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Selected ‘Military Friendly’ School: In recognition of East Central Community College’s suc-
cess in recruiting, retaining and providing services to military students, the two-year college is desig-
nated as a Military Friendly School, according to G.I. Jobs magazine. The publication included ECCC 
in the top 15 percent of all colleges, universities and trade schools nationwide in providing educational 
services to military students following a survey of more than 12,000 schools. Shown displaying a plaque 
signifying the honor are (front, from left) David Case, Dean of Admissions, Records and Research, and 
Jessica Gibson, Coordinator of Veteran’s Affairs and Enrollment Services; and (back row, from left), 
Mickey Vance, Vice President for Business Operations; ECCC President Dr. Billy W. Stewart; Dr. Ran-
dall E. Lee, Vice President for Student Services; and Dr. Teresa Houston, Vice President for Instruction. 
Dr. Stewart said ECCC “is extremely proud to be included on the list of 2013 Military Friendly Colleges. 
Our College has a strong commitment to our country’s men and women in the military and will continue 
to provide high-quality programs and services to assist them in meeting their educational goals.”    

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Military veterans will be 
guests of honor when Celebra-
tion of Freedom 2012 is held 
Saturday, November 10, 2012, 
in downtown Decatur and at 
East Central Community Col-
lege’s Bailey Stadium.

Activities begin at 10 a.m. 
with a parade in downtown De-
catur. Veterans of World War 
II and the Korean Conflict are 
receiving special recognition at 
this year’s event and will be a 
part of the parade lineup along 
with ECCC’s Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band and several 
area high school bands.

Special recognition continues 
for the World War II and Ko-
rean Conflict heroes who will 
be provided a complimentary 
lunch by EC’s SkillsUSA mem-
bers at Bailey Stadium.

A concession stand will be 
available for the public to pur-
chase lunch. The public is also 
invited to visit the Memorabilia 
Room located in the Brack-
een-Wood Physical Education 
Building, and the military dis-
plays (including a helicopter 
and military service vehicles) 
and antique auto display avail-
able at Bailey Stadium. The 
self-guided events will be avail-
able from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

A patriotic concert featuring 
EC’s Wall O’ Sound and the 
Ac’cents, the College’s show 
choir, begins at noon at Bailey 
Stadium.

The Celebration of Freedom 
Ceremony is scheduled to start 
at 12:30 p.m., also at Bailey 
Stadium.

Program participants and or-
der of service include Dr. Mike 
Grevey, master of ceremonies, 

special presentation; ECCC 
President Dr. Billy Stewart, wel-
come; Chaplain Hank Moreau, 
LTC, US Army (Retired); 204th 
ADA-Newton, presentation of 
colors; Sonya Smith, national 
anthem followed by a flyover 
by the MS Air National Guard 
in Meridian; Brigadier Gen-
eral Mitchell L. Brown, Vet-
erans Day remarks; Lt. Gen. 
(Retired) William L. Freeman, 
Jr., guest speaker; Major Gen-
eral (Retired) William L. (Bill) 
Waller, Jr., keynote speaker; 
Kenneth Harris, president, 
Newton County Board of Su-
pervisors, presentation of reso-
lution honoring World War II 
veterans; Pat O’Neill, Mayor of 
Decatur, presentation of resolu-
tion honoring Korean Conflict 
veterans; Dr. McGrevey, special 
recognition of World War II and  
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Theatre is in Pollock’s genes
By JESSICA BARNETT

Staff Writer

For those who do not know, Mrs. Stacey Pollock is a second year 
English instructor and drama director at East Central Community 
College. She is this edition’s “Feature Teacher.”

What inspired you to be a teacher and why this class? I was 
a broadcast journalist. I enjoyed the research and writing side of the 
job, but I didn’t enjoy the nature of the TV world. So, I decided to 
teach people how to enjoy and appreciate writing as much as I do.   

Where’s your hometown? Meridian
How long have you been directing 

theater? Happy Holandaise! is my third 
play to direct.

How many plays have you done? I tru-
ly can’t remember all the plays I have done! 
I was a dancer in Camelot when I was 6. I 
don’t get every part I try out for, but I have 
probably tried out for a play every two years 
since I was a kid. 

Why do you love the theater so much? 
My grandfather, Lloyd Royal, was a movie 
director in the ‘50s. My grandmother, Ann 
Royal, was an actress and a theatre direc-
tor. My uncle, Monte Royal, and I have done 
about 10 plays together. I guess it is all just 
in my genes. 

What was the most recent play you 
were in? I just finished Cats at the Merid-
ian Little Theatre. It was a lot of hard work and extremely gratify-
ing. The director of MLT, Jimmy Pigford, is retiring after almost 
50 years as the director. I tried out for the play because I wanted to 
work with Mr. Pigford one more time.

What is the most rewarding part of a play? A play requires 
people to really work together. The cast is made of people who mostly 
meet at the first play practice. The dynamics of the life of the play is 
always an original experience. 

POLLOCK

BrIaNNa ParKMaN
LAKE • FRESHMAN • ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

1. Why did you choose to attend East Central? I chose to 
come to EC because it is close to home and I was recruited.  I also 
think EC is a good school.

2. What is your favorite thing about East Central?  My 
favorite things about EC are band friends, BSU, teachers, pretty 
days on campus and finished work.

3. What has been your most embarrassing moment at 
East Central? My most embarrassing moment at EC has been 
falling at the foam party.

4. What is your favorite meal in the cafeteria or grill? My 
favorite meal is a country, home cooked meal from the cafeteria.

5. Who is your favorite faculty member at East Central? 
Why?  Brother Scott Vaughn is my favorite faculty member.  He 
is a good, Christian teacher, who teaches the truth and he is the 
Baptist Student Union leader.  He is also funny and has a fun Old 
Testament class. 

6. Are you a part of any extracurricular activities? Which 
ones? I am a part of band, drama team at BSU and Student Edu-
cation Association.  

7. What is the worst part of college life? The worst parts of 
college life are eight o’clock classes and work on the computer. 

8. What would you like to see done at East Central this 
year? I would like to see more benches put on campus and an-
nouncements communicated more.

9.  What is your average bed time in college life? My aver-
age bed time is 10 to 12ish.

10. What are your plans after East Central?  I plan to either 
attend Mississippi College or Ole Miss.

—Emily Marler, Staff Writer

LAJOYA GRIFFIN
PHILADELPHIA • SOPHOMORE • PSYCHOLOGY

Why did you choose to attend East Central? I chose to attend 
EC because I wanted to earn an associate’s degree, while preparing 
myself for a higher education level that I would be challenged with 
at a university.  

What is your favorite thing about EC?  My favorite things 
about EC are small classroom sizes and friendly faculty members.  

What is your favorite meal in the cafeteria or grille? My 
favorite meal in the grille is chicken fajita subs with French fries.  

Who is your favorite faculty member at East Central? 
Why? Scott Hill is my favorite faculty member at EC; he is like a 
father figure to me.  He not only coached me in softball my freshman 
year, but he also always had an encouraging word that helped me 
with troubling days.  

Do you have any words of wisdom for the freshmen on 
campus? Never turn down the opportunity to better yourself.  Stu-
dents should study hard, participate, join organizations and have 
fun!

Are you a part of any extracurricular activities? Which 
ones? I am a part of the Lady Warrior Softball team, Warrior 
Corps, Phi Theta Kappa, Phi Beta Lamba, Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, 
Yearbook staff, Fellowship of Christian Athletes officer and was se-
lected Homecoming Maid of Honor.

What is the worst thing about college life? The worst part of 
college life is managing academics with my social life.

What are your plans after East Central? My plans are to at-
tend Mississippi State University and work toward a bachelor’s de-
gree in clinical psychology.  

 —Emily Marler, Staff Writer

STRIKE A POSE

If you or someone you know is 
 

Talking about suicide 
Writing about suicide 
Thinking about suicide 

 

Don’t keep it a secret  
shatter the silence! 

 
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department  

of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit         
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information. 

   
   
    

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina    
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants.  The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. 

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer
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Why is transferring to Ole Miss 
the right move for you?

•	 Your	academic	course	work	during	your	first	two	
years	will	plug	right	into	our	bachelor’s	degree	
programs	and	let	you	stay	on	track.

•	 Average	junior-	and	senior-level	classes	at	Ole	Miss	have	20-30	students	
and	probably	are	smaller	than	some	of	the	classes	you	are	taking	now.

•	 Our	Phi	Theta	Kappa	scholarship	is	worth	$6,000	($3,000	per	year	for	two	years).	Transfer	
students	with	a	3.5	GPA	on	at	least	48	transferable	community	college	credit	hours	and	
membership	in	Phi	Theta	Kappa	are	eligible.	

•	 Our	Community	College	Academic	Excellence	Scholarship	is	worth	$3,000	($1,500	per	year	
for	two	years).	Community	college	students	with	a	3.0	GPA	on	48	transferable	hours	are	
eligible	for	this	scholarship.	

Visit campus, talk with our 
faculty, staff and students, 
and find out how easy it is 
to take the next step! 

Contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Tyler	Biggs	in	the	Office	of	Enrollment	Services	
at	800-OLE-MISS	(in	Mississippi)	or	662-915-7226	for	more	information.

www.olemiss.edu 

What kind of 

  Rebel are you?

29609-admissions-transfer ad.indd   2 9/12/12   10:50 AM

for high school graduates who reside 
in Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and 
Winston counties and enroll as fresh-
man students at ECCC the fall semes-
ter immediately following high school 
graduation. The tuition guarantee 
scholarship is slated to begin in the 
Fall of 2014 and will be used to “com-
plete” the cost of tuition for the Fall 
and Spring semesters of the freshman 
year at ECCC.

ECCC’s eighth president further ex-
plained how the funds will be utilized.

“Details are still being worked out, 
but the tuition guarantee scholarship 
will ensure that tuition for a high 
school graduate residing in one of our 
five counties and enrolling at ECCC 
the fall semester immediately follow-
ing high school graduation will be cov-
ered for the Fall and Spring semesters 
of his/her freshman year,” he stated. “I 
should emphasize that funds from the 
endowment will be used to complete 

the cost of tuition for students, or serve 
as a ‘gap-filler’ scholarship. In other 
words, if a student is already receiving 
$940 or more through grants, other 
scholarships, and/or state or federal 
financial aid, then the tuition guaran-
tee scholarship will not provide fund-
ing for that student. However, if a stu-
dent receives less than $940 in funding 
from other sources, then the guarantee 
tuition scholarship will provide the 
difference between the funds received 
and the amount needed to pay for tu-
ition.” Dr. Stewart also explained, “We 
hope to have details of the scholarship 
solidified soon, and once that is done, 
those details will be released to the 
general public in the college’s service 
area.”

Although the tuition guarantee 
scholarship currently will only apply 
to qualified high school graduates who 
reside in Leake, Neshoba, Newton, 
Scott and Winston counties and enroll 
as freshman students at ECCC the fall 
semester immediately following high 
school graduation, Dr. Stewart said ef-
forts are under way to “permanently 

provide the cost of tuition” for our dis-
trict students.

“We plan to meet with our local 
elected officials, area businesses and 
industries, and other individuals in 
hopes of making the tuition guarantee 
scholarship available on a permanent 
basis and to more residents of our five 
counties,” said Dr. Stewart. 

During his remarks, Dr. Stewart also 
mentioned how he was first informed 
of the generous gift to the college fol-
lowing a conversation with Mrs. Sla-
gle’s niece, Carole Pace Henry of Madi-
son, a 1957 ECCC graduate, who was 
recently honored as ECCC’s Alumna of 
the Year, in recognition of “outstand-
ing achievement, loyalty and service to 
East Central Community College.”

“Carole informed me that ‘Aunt Fran’ 
(as she was commonly referred) loved 
EC and was a warm, kind and gener-
ous woman. I certainly think all those 
qualities are demonstrated through 
this substantial gift to the Foundation. 
I am confident that many students will 
be presented the opportunity to contin-
ue his/her education at ECCC because 

of the generosity of Aunt Fran. What 
a wonderful legacy to leave,” said Dr. 
Stewart.

Slagle died at age 94 on May 11, 
2012, in Evans, Ga. A “Celebration 
of Life” service was held in the Geor-
gia Room of Brandon Wilde Life Care 
Community in Evans.

She owned and operated Carlson 
Travel Agency in Sebring, Fla. She 
enjoyed traveling and lived in vari-
ous places around the world, including 
Germany, Jamaica, Japan and Pana-
ma.  

She was preceded in death by her 
first husband, Lt. Col. Willis Eugene 
Bill Blum, and her second husband, 
Capt. Lowell E. Woody Slagle. Both 
men are buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery in recognition of their out-
standing military service. Mrs. Slagle 
was recognized as a “Gold Star” wife 
and was instrumental in obtaining 
retirement benefits for wives of ser-
vicemen killed in action. She too was 
laid to rest at Arlington National Cem-
etery.

She was also preceded in death by a 

stepson, Capt. Lowell Elwood “Woody” 
Slagle Jr. and a grandson, David Blum.

Survivors include her son, Charles 
F. Blum; daughter, Deborah Kay 
Stamper; stepson, Thomas D. Slagle 
and his wife, Jackie: stepdaughter, 
Sandra S. Slagle; step-daughter-in-
law, Betty Slagle; two grandchildren, 
Morgan Wooton and Lisa Moschin; 
two great-grandchildren; and several 
nieces and nephews, including Libby 
M. Wynn, Gloria M. Miller and Carole 
Pace Henry. 

A Minter City native, Slagle attend-
ed Decatur High School and continued 
her education at then East Central Ju-
nior College, where she was a member 
of the “Warriorette” basketball squad. 
She also attended Clarke-Venable Bap-
tist Church in Decatur. She received a 
degree in travel administration from 
Columbia University in Columbia, Mo.

For more information on the Guar-
anteed Tuition Scholarship, contact 
ECCC Student Services, 601-635-6205 
or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 205. 
The e-mail address is rlee@eccc.edu.

DONATION
From Page 1

Korean Conflict veterans; Colo-
nel Harry D.  Hastings, US Army 
(Retired), veterans’ response; 
ECCC Music Department/Boy 
Scout Troop 46, salute to the 
Armed Forces; James Davis 
and Sam Williams, wreath lay-
ing; ECCC Wall O’ Sound Band, 
playing of Taps; Dianne Smith, 
committee chairman, balloon 
release remarks; ECCC Music 
Department, performance of 
God Bless America.

Activities conclude with a bal-
loon release ceremony as family 
members and friends honoring 
their respective military heroes.

The public is invited to attend 
the event and show support and 
appreciation of all who have 
served or continue to serve our 
country.

For more information on Cel-
ebration of Freedom 2012, con-
tact the Town of Decatur, 601-
635-2761.

ECCC Students, Public Can Soon 
“Google” to Locate Campus Facilities

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Students who need to know the 
exact location of a campus facility 
or classroom at East Central Com-
munity College will soon be able to 
access the information with the use 
of Google, which recently released an 
“indoor navigation tool” as part of its 
Google Mobile Maps.

Specifically designed for Android 
smartphone and tablet users, the new 
technology allows users “to quickly 
and efficiently navigate through in-
door spaces, picking up where GPS 
leaves off,” according to information 
provided on Google’s Web site. There 
is no charge for the service.

ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart 
said ECCC is pleased to serve as an 
educational partner with Google in 
providing the service not only to stu-
dents but for the public as well.

“The Google Indoor Mapping ser-
vice is a great tool for new and pro-
spective students and guests of the 
College who may not know where a 
room or an office is located in a par-
ticular building,” said Dr. Stewart. 
“This information will also be useful 
to law enforcement in the event of a 
campus emergency.”

Instructor Chris Ryals and his 
drafting and design technology stu-
dents are in the process of uploading 
drawings for each building to be in-

cluded in the Google search.
“Our students are very excited 

about the opportunity to partner 
with Google in this project,” Ry-
als said. “We are also excited that 
East Central Community College is 
the first Mississippi community col-
lege to announce a partnership with 
Google Indoor Maps.”

Google indoor mapping is a rela-
tively new initiative from Google 
started in 2011.

Dr. Stewart said ECCC plans to 
have Google Indoor Maps ready for 
implementation by the fall 2013 se-
mester.

DR. STEWART RYALS



Tiffany 
Dorman
Philadelphia
Freshman • 
Education  

“I will vote in 
the 2012 election because 
it is a good opportunity to 
voice my opinion and let 
elected officials and law-
makers know who I sup-

port. Also, as a female I’m 
thankful to be able to vote 

because women haven’t 
always had the freedom to 
do so, and I want to honor 

those women in history 
that fought for women’s 

suffrage.”

Bry’deja 
Longmire
Forest
Freshman • 
Liberal Arts  
“Yes, I am 

voting. I believe it is impor-
tant to vote; every day we 
hear people complaining 
about what our govern-
ment is doing… ask them, 
did you vote? Most of the 
time, they say no. I want 
my vote to be counted and 
my voice to be heard.”

Shelby 
Parkman

Raleigh
Sophomore 

• Speech 
Pathology  
“Yes. I am voting because 

not only is it my right but it’s 
my responsibility. My votes 
does count and what ever 

the outcome I did my part as 
a citizen.”

Jenna 
Wright
Madden • 
Algebra  
Instructor
“Yes. I am 

voting. The freedom to vote 
is a privilege that men and 
women fought and died for. 
I take it very seriously, and I 
plan on casting my ballot in 
November!”
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Warrior Viewpoints

Will You Vote in the 
Presidential Election?

Alex Stuart
Philadelphia 

Sophomore • 
Nursing

“I am voting in 
the presiden-

tial election 
because it is my duty as an 
American citizen to practice 

the civic responsibility of 
voting.  So many people do 

not realize how lucky we 
are to have the freedom to 

choose our leaders through 
democracy. Our founders 
wanted to make sure the 

people controlled the gov-
ernment not government 
control the people. This is 

how we, as the people, 
have a voice!”

Rusty Smith
Union  

Freshman • 
Education

“I would like 
to vote in this 
election, but I 
neglected to register by the 
deadline. My support will go 

out to Mitt Romney all the 
way. I will definitely vote for 

the 2016 election, MARC 
MCCOOL FOR PRESI-

DENT!”

By WILL STOKES
words of a warrior

from the editor

other views

other views

hoUsiNG Notes

The Tom-Tom is a student publication  
of East Central Community College in Decatur, Miss.  

It is published by the Office of Public Information.
For more information, contact the staff at P.O. Box 129,  

Decatur, MS, 39327 or by phone at 601-635-2111, ext. 364,  
or toll free at 1-877-462-3222.

Accreditation
     East Central Community College is accredited  

by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award 
the Associate Degree.  Contact the Commission on Colleges  

at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097  
or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation  

of East Central Community College.
Notice of Non-Discrimination

     East Central Community College does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability,  

religion, or age in admission or access to, or treatment  
or employment in its programs and activities. Compliance 

with Section 504 and Title IX is coordinated 
by Dr. Teresa Houston, Vice President for Instruction,  

P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, Phone: 601-635-6202,  
Fax: 601-635-4011, e-mail: thouston@eccc.edu.

Sponsor: Gennie Phillips
Editor: Addreonna Seger
Design Editor: Holli Nutt
Cartoonists: Claire Griffin

Staff writers/ 
photographers: 

Eliud Alvarez
Jessica Barnett

Madison Herrington
Hannah Kergaard

Johnny Kight
Paige Mann

Emily Marler
Amanda Packer
Magen Pierce
Maria Rivera

David Michael Savell
Candice Stewart

Will Stokes

Recently, East Central Community College has been en-
dowed with a 2.68 million dollar donation by former stu-
dent Frances Gaines Blum Slagle. The funds will be given 

to incoming freshmen starting in 2014 who do not have enough 
financial aid to cover their tuition costs 
who reside in the five county areas. 

The tuition guarantee extends to fresh-
men the fall directly after their high school 
graduation. 

The endowment is a fantastic new begin-
ning for East Central and our students.

The tuition guarantee is a wonderful way 
to not only bolster student numbers, but 
will financially stabilize the institution for 
a very long time and give more students 
the chance to attend college when they nor-
mally wouldn’t have been able to. In fact, 
part of East Central Community College 
President Dr. Billy W. Stewart’s 20/20 Vi-
sion is to help the students of East Central. 

Mrs. Slagle has set a wonderful example 
of gratitude, much like we should all do as students. Dr. Stew-
art’s 20/20 plan works far more smoothly if all students and or-
ganizations work together to build a stronger foundation for the 
future. There have been and will continue to be several fundrais-
ing opportunities. 

Most students are already involved in college groups and orga-
nizations that are actively fundraising for new classroom technol-
ogy among other things that will make learning a fun and easy 
experience. 

We should really all get involved and do our best to help move 
the school that gave us our start forward. That’s what Mrs. 
Slagle, a very generous and grateful woman has done. By her 
example, we can do so much. All it takes is a bit of hard work. 

—Addreonna Seger
Editor

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

MARCIE PINSON
HOUSING DIRECTOR

Housing Deadlines Quickly Approaching

Greeting to ECCC Residence Hall 
members! As the year comes close 
to the end, several important re-

minders need to be noted for residence hall 
members of ECCC.  The residence halls 
will close for Thanksgiving Break at 2 p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 16.  The residence halls 
will open up at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
25. All residents must be out of residence 
halls at closing. If a resident is found in 
the residence halls after closings, they will 
have to report to Dean Miller and will be 
fined!  The residence halls will close for 
Christmas Break at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 13 and will re-open at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, Jan. 6, 2013.

If a current resident plans to discontinue 
living in the residence halls after Christ-
mas Break, they must fill out a dormitory withdrawal form and 
turn it in to the Housing Department before they leave for Christ-
mas Break.  

Students that are interested in living on campus for the fall 
2013 semester are encouraged to apply for housing before leaving 
for Christmas Break.  To apply for housing, simply fill out a hous-
ing application (located on the Web site, in Student Services or 
the Housing Department) and submit it with a $60 room deposit 
to the Business Office located in the Administration Building.  

If a current freshman, female, honor student is interested in 
living in the Honor Apartments (Leake Apartments), they should 
come to the housing office for information. 

We wish all ECCC students a safe and happy holiday!
With You In Mind,

Marcie L. Pinson
Director of Housing/Student Activities

SBA/RA Sponsor

$2.68 Million Added to East 
Central’s Bright Future 
Equals a Recipe for Success

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

Do you listen in your history or eco-
nomics classes anymore? Do you 
watch the news? Do you care for the 

generations to come? Better yet, do you 
vote?

Many Americans tend to not care as much 
anymore for all of the sacrifices that were 
made on our behalf. So many men and 
women have died so that we can live our 
lives any way that we choose. The rights 
that we so easily take for granted and do 
not exercise are what those very men and 
women fought for.

We are also wanting the government to 
make the decisions for us more and more 
each day. Why? We are getting lazy. We are 
like a baby who needs to be spoon fed. And 
it is very dangerous. Eventually, the govern-
ment will have all of the control. 

It is always irritating to hear someone complaining about the 
government, and yet they do not vote.  No matter the position 
being elected on, the outcome will affect you. So please go vote, 
not only on November 6, but in every election. Care for yourself 
and your country.  Respect and honor those men and women how 
have served and are serving for you. 

 —Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

Many people see no importance in 
voting whether it is county, state or 
national elections because they do 

not think their vote will count.  However, 
people do not realize when you do not vote 
you are giving up your voice on a subject.  
If you do not vote in an election, you do not 
have the right to complain about the deci-
sion made by the elected official. When you 
chose not to vote I believe you are making 
a statement that you do not care about the 
future of your country.     

With the upcoming election approaching it 
is important to go vote because this election 
will affect our generation, and our children’s 
generation.  Regardless how you cast your 
vote, it is important that you do to make 
sure that your opinion is out there.  And by 
doing so, you are doing what many people fought for years ago.  

 —Holli Nutt
Design Editor

A Different America

Why Should I Vote?

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

from dr. Lee’s desk
Be Sure to Register Early, 
Attend Campus Events
Advance Registration is 

upon us.  On November 
5, current students only 

will be able to register for spring 
courses.  Take advantage of this 
early registration period before 
the new students register.  I en-
courage you to see an advisor if 
you have questions and register 
online on Monday, November 5 
to acquire the classes you need 
to graduate.  Graduation is the 
ultimate goal!  Ensure you know 
what courses you need to reach 
that worthy goal.  REGISTER 
EARLY because classes fill to 
capacity more quickly for Spring 
Registration! 

We hear there is nothing to do at ECCC but check out the events 
for the rest of the fall semester:

FCA Rally – November 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the Huff Auditorium
Hypnotist Show – November 7 at 8 p.m. at the Huff Auditorium
First home basketball games vs Holmes on Monday, November 

12 at 6 and 8 p.m.
Fall Festival on the Mall from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. on Thursday, 

November 15
Home basketball games vs NECC on Thursday, November 15 at 

6 and 8 p.m.
Home basketball games vs ICC on Saturday, November 17 at 1 

and 3 p.m.
THANKSGIVING vacation – November 19 – 23; dorms close at 

2 pm Friday, November 16 and will open on Sunday, November 25 
at 2 p.m.

Ac’cents Show Choir performance at 7 pm on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 27 at the Vickers Fine Arts Center

Dinner Theater – 6 p.m. Thursday – Saturday, November 29 – 
December 1

Home basketball games vs PRCC on Monday, December 3 at 6 
and 8 pm

Concert Choir performance – Tuesday, December 4 at 7 p.m. at 
the Clarke-

Venable Church
Home basketball games vs EMCC on Thursday December 6 at 6 

and 8 p.m.
Final Examinations – December 10 – 13 (observe 24/7 Quiet 

Hours)
Some dormitory rooms become available after grades are posted 

so if you are tired of the long drive and searching for a parking 
spot, please see the Director of Housing and Student Activities, 
Ms. Marcie Pinson, or e-mail mpinson@eccc.edu, or call 635-6213 
to reserve a bed.  Get your housing application and $60 deposit in 
now.

If you have any questions or concerns please let me know.  You 
can reach me at 635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu. 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving.

—Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

 DR. LEE

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer
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Warrior Viewpoints
other Views other Views

BY CLAIRE GRIFFIN

It was a battle of smiles and smirks as 
Vice President Joe Biden and Rep. Paul 
Ryan debated each other. Both men were 
eager beavers — beavers showing their 
choppers repeatedly, in often pained 
grimaces, condescending smirks, or smug 
glances — trying persistently to provide a 
contrast to the first Obama-Romney debate. 
The words that emerged from beneath 
those grins were often contentious, fre-
quently interrupting each other. And except 
for one big misstep in phrasing an impor-
tant question, moderator Martha Raddatz 
was satisfyingly assertive in refereeing the 
squabbles and keeping the debate moving 
at a pace that allowed for many positions to 
be challenged and for drama to unfold. 

President Obama said earlier this week 
that he thought he’d been “too polite” in the first debate. No one 
will ever say that about Joe Biden in this one. Indeed, to the ex-
tent that TV debates are scored on the basis of images and project-
ed moods, viewers are likely to be divided, because the aggressive-
ness of Biden — an aggressiveness that expressed itself as much 
in humor and mock-disbelief as in anger — will be off-putting to 
some (and thus lead to “Biden lost”) or seem like a refreshing di-
rectness to other viewers (thus leading to the opinion that “Biden 
won”). But what of Ryan? I think he wins or loses on the basis of 
the reflected mass-audience, mass-media judgment on Biden’s per-
formance. Ryan obviously arrived ready to look like a calm moder-
ate, but his own battery of facial expressions frequently conveyed 
qualities he probably didn’t intend, either: condescension, smug-
ness, and — occasionally in the foreign policy area — blankness. 
In this sense, the debate was Biden’s to win or lose.

 Post-debate analysis on cable news bears this out. On Fox 
News, Brit Hume said the “smirking, laughing… mugging by the 
Vice President” was “rude.” On Fox, it was asserted that viewers 
would take away the image of “a cranky old man to some extent, 
debating a polite young man.” By contrast, on MSNBC, Rachel 
Maddow said she thought viewers would interpret Biden’s smiles 
as signaling to viewers, “This guy is lying.”

While neither debater could bring himself to use that word, 
“lie,” Biden came closest when he said Ryan’s assaults on various 
aspects of Obama’s foreign policy were “a bunch of malarkey… not 
a single thing he said was true.” Biden asserted throughout the 
debate that many of Ryan’s claims were “inaccurate” and “all this 
loose talk” and used the phrase “a bunch of stuff,” which Raddatz 
asked him to define. The consensus by both men, who exchanged 
smiling glances at this, was that the Vice President was calling 
bull— on Ryan but everyone knew he couldn’t use that word. 

Ryan provoked the Kentucky audience to break the rule of 
silence when he landed a laugh-line based on the idea that Biden’s 
prone to gaffes: “I think the Vice President very well knows that 
sometimes the words don’t come out of your mouth the right way.” 
This line provoked an outburst of laughter, which I imagine came 
from the “right” side, but the context was significant: This was 
Ryan’s response to Biden raising the subject of Mitt Romney’s 
notorious “47 percent speech” to a private gathering. The joke 
got a response, but the defense of his running mate went largely 
unanswered.

I was dismayed at the way Raddatz phrased a crucial question 
intended to prompt each man’s position on abortion. The last thing 
you want to encourage a politician to do is ask him or her to speak 
“personally” about something, because that just opens the flood-
gates for a lot of sentimental issues and opinionated chatter. So 
my heart sank when Raddatz said, “I would like to ask you both 
to tell me what role your religion has played in your own personal 
views on abortion. Please talk about how you came to that deci-
sion. Talk about how your religion played a part in that. This is 
such an emotional issue for so many people in this country: Please 
talk personally about this, if you could.”

What followed was an opportunity for each man to drone sin-
cerely about how important religion is to him. Of course it is — 
you can’t find anyone running for office who’d say otherwise. It 
gave Ryan an opportunity to talk about the ultrasound image of 
his first-born child; very nice, but any politician can pass around 
pictures of their kids and gain sympathy. It also, unfortunately, 
allowed Ryan to slip away from answering the question of whether 
a Romney presidency would result in a full-steam-ahead effort 
to ban abortion, among other things. But it also led Biden into 
his most eloquent response of the night, in which he first praised 
Catholic social doctrine and the way it talks about taking care of 
“those who can’t take care of themselves, people who need help.”  
Biden then drew a distinction between the teachings of his (like 
Ryan’s) Catholic Church and the obligation of those teachings “on 
equally devout Christians and Muslims and Jews. I just refuse 
to impose that on others, unlike my ‘friend’ here. I do not believe 
that we have a right to tell other people that — women they can’t 
control their body.”

As the first-rate Washington Post TV critic Tom Shales wrote 
about another vice presidential debate, the 2004 one between Dick 
Cheney and John Edwards, “The debate was like a tea party for 
pit bulls.” Biden and Ryan came out showing their teeth, each in 
his own way trying to go alpha-male to inject some adrenaline in 
the debate process. Now it’s on to the next presidential debate, to 
see whether Obama was home not just taking notes, but watching 
what was going on the screen.

—Will Stokes
Staff Writer

Joe Biden, a simple man born in Scran-
ton, Penn., was born Nov. 20, 1942. In 
1953, the Biden family moved to Delaware 
where Biden would go on to get a law 
degree from the University of Delaware 
and Syracuse Law School as well as serve 
on the New Castle County Council. He was 
only 29 years old when he was elected to 
serve on the United States Senate. The 
youngest member ever was only 24 years 
old. Tragically, Biden lost his wife and 
daughter in a wreck and his son was badly 
injured. He was sworn into the Senate at 
his son’s bedside.  

Joe Biden served as a senator from Dela-
ware for 36 years and established himself 
as a leader of some really big domestic and 
international challenges. He was the chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Committee for 17 years.  He worked 
steadfastly on getting the 1994 Crime Bill and Violence Against 
Women Act passed, as well as working diligently to shape foreign 
policy and has always been at the forefront of issues and legisla-
tion correlating with terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, post-
Cold War Europe, the Middle East, and Southwest Asia. 

Joe Biden became the 47th Vice President of the United States 
in 2008, elected alongside Barack Obama to serve the United 
States.  He was given the task of making sure that the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act went into law and was utilized 
effectively bettering the lives of middle class Americans. He also 
focuses heavily on college affordability, and American manufactur-
ing growth. 

During the first Vice Presidential debate, it was clear what kind 
of person Biden is. He is the type of person we need in office sup-
porting our President. Biden not only will not accept someone’s 
lies but knows that he must call them out on them.  Most people 
see it as rude, but truth-seekers know that politics are covered in 
scandal and turbulence. Things happen on the campaign trails 
that are very difficult to handle and most often, very regrettable.  

There is no doubt in my mind that Biden would help lead this 
country forward. He has a track record to prove that he can and 
will do whatever is necessary to get his job done. In fact, the time 
he had lost his wife and daughter and his son was in the hospital; 
he commuted by train to the White House every day, making sure 
to adequately do his job and take care of his little boy.

Joe Biden is a dedicated family man who knows how to separate 
his personal feelings from infringing on American freedoms.  For 
instance, he is a dedicated and practicing Catholic, and would 
never try and tell a woman not to have an abortion, even though 
he is personally against it. He is a man who cares about his fellow 
countrymen and like most middle class citizens fighting for their 
personal rights, he is unafraid to look lies in the face and call them 
out for the “malarkey” they are. 

I look forward to seeing the Obama-Biden team do amazing 
things over the next four years. I hope that most of you will feel 
the same way. 

—Addreonna Seger
Editor 

VP Debate Breakdown Joe Biden: A No “Malarkey,” 
No ‘Non-Sense’ Kind of Man

WILL STOKES
Staff Writer

If you would like to submit a 
letter to the editor, question for  
Dr. Stewart or a guest column, 

please e-mail them to 
tomtomwarriorpride@gmail.com

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

other Views

other Views

other Views

sBA siDeNotes

Just the other day I woke up, went 
throughout my usual day, and right before 
I went to bed I said my prayers. After I said 
my prayers, I then realized that it was the 
first time all day that I had talked to or 
thanked God for anything. I couldn’t believe 
that I let the stresses of school and every-
day life be put before God. But it is actually 
very easy. 

Yes, I am a Christian, but that doesn’t 
mean I don’t mess up.  I mess up EVERY-
DAY. A relationship with Jesus, like any 
other relationship, takes work. It is a day 
by day walk that one must chose to take. 

I then started thinking how it only seems 
we are thankful when either good things 
happen or during Thanksgiving. Why are 
we not thankful all the rest of the times? 
We are all very selfish human beings. Being 
in America, we don’t realize how wonderful our lives are by just 
living here. 

So, I encourage everyone to also be thankful in the small things. 
Think of someone other than yourself, and see the light of Jesus 
grow within yourself.

 —Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

East Central Community College Warrior 
Football Head Coach Brain Anderson has 
always said there are more important things 
in life than just football.  Most people would 
say talk is cheap, but our Warrior Football 
Coaching staff put their words into action 
when they started giving members of the 
Warrior team Bibles.  

The Bibles were no ordinary pocket sized 
King James Version, but something more 
that we as athletes could relate to.  We had 
received Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Competitors’ Bibles Holman Christian Stan-
dard Bible version, which is a lot easier to 
comprehend.  The Bibles contain 365 daily 
devotions, where to turn to section, and 
reference section; so this is more than your 
typical Bible. 

“I think it was a great gift,” said freshman linebacker Cory 
Houck.  

In addition to distributing Bibles, the Warrior coaches also made 
an effort to bring in different pastors every week to talk and share 
the Gospel with us.  Several young men have come to know Christ 
through these actions and we as a team are thankful for it. 

So in the end, these coaches aren’t just teaching us how to be-
come better football players, they are teaching us to better men. 
What better coaches could a player ask for?

—Johnny Kight
Staff Writer

Be Thankful for Small Things Too

It’s More Than Just a Game

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

JOHNNY KIGHT 
Staff Writer

Calendar Full of  Student 
Activities on Campus

On behalf of East Central Community 
College’s Student Body Association (SBA), 
we hope all EC students are having a 
great fall semester.  We continue to re-
main busy keeping events and activities 
planned for EC Students to ensure they 
have the best campus life experience!!!  
What a year we have already had and it’s 
just now fall! From having a foam party 
to hosting a money game show, to slip 
and sliding down the hill, to even hosting 
a spooky house of hoops, we are loving 
this year’s campus events!  We want to 
encourage ALL EC students, faculty and 
staff members to participate in all campus 
events.  

Students should prepare to be hypno-
tized by game show host, Chuck King 
from The Smith Agency at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 7 in Huff 
Auditorium for the Hypnotist Show.  Admission is FREE to all 
EC students, faculty and staff! 

Between 2 and 5 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 15, students, faculty 
and staff members are encouraged to come to the 2nd Annual 
EC Fall Festival located in the mall area on campus. Different 
EC clubs/organizations will have booths with games and prizes. 
SBA is sponsoring a mechanical bull, bungee run and joust 
arena for all to enjoy.  They will also have popcorn available 
during the festival.  This is a FREE activity for all EC students, 
faculty and staff! WOW! What a way to wind down and have fun 
before the dreaded exams! 

We hope to see all students and faculty and staff of EC at 
these events! The SBA has already begun planning events for 
the Spring 2013 semester and is looking forward to spring fun 
on EC campus! 

We wish all ECCC students a safe and happy holiday!
With You In Mind,

Marcie L. Pinson
Director of Housing/Student Activities

SBA/RA Sponsor

MARCIE PINSON
Student Activities 

Director

Who likes showing up in class smelling like a cigarette?  Not 
me. Nothing irks me, and I imagine hundreds of other students, 
more than having to walk behind someone who is smoking. 
There are people out there who have allergies or are asthmatic; 
cigarette smoke is doing nothing more than agitating it more.

 I am not against smoking cigarettes; it’s very good for our 
economy. Did you know that smokers pay about 3.4 cents of 
tax per cigarette, that’s about 68 cents a pack? Not to mention 
the extra 6 percent markup and 7 percent sales tax. Smokers 
are single handedly paying our teachers and paving the roads. 
Kudos on that, nothing like being patriotic and paying your fair 
share. So if you are a dedicated smoker and do not see yourself 
quitting…bump it up some, two to three packs a day. Imagine 
what Mississippi could do then? Our educators would get a raise 
and maybe we would have better infrastructure or be famous for 
something besides the 1960s and catfish. Now I am NOT SAY-
ING smoke to die, but if you are not going to quit, smoke more…
Mississippi definitely needs the money!

If you are going to smoke on campus, no matter what, try 
to smoke in the designated area or your vehicle. Those of us 
nonsmokers would all be grateful if you did. And I would have 
to agree with what I have heard my grandmother quote from 
the Chi Omega Sorority handbook at Ole Miss, “a Lady should 
never walk and smoke at the same time.”  Now I know that says 
“lady,” but it should apply to all. I am not at all trying to say 
that smoking makes you less ladylike…I am simply saying; sit 
down in the designated area and smoke. 

—Will Stokes
Staff Writer

Sidewalks on Campus 
Can Be Suffocating
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College 101
theater take

‘Taken 2’ is a Must See

‘Trouble with the Curve,’ a 
Great Return for Eastwood

First off, you need to see 
the first Taken before you see 
Taken 
2! 

Taken 
2 is 
much 
like the 
first 
one- 
some-
one gets 
kid-
napped 
in a 
foreign 
country, 
they get 
rescued, 
and the 
bad guys get a serious butt 

kicking. Although in the sec-
ond one, the tables are turned. 
The parents are taken, and it 
is up to the daughter (who was 
taken in the first one) to res-
cue them. Don’t worry, Liam 
Neeson still gets to hunt down 
the bad guys and teach them a 
lesson while managing to have 
some sense of humor in it. 

Personally, I thought it was 
great! What’s scary is how real-
istic it all is, and how it makes 
you realize that this is going 
on every single day.  Of course 
the only difference in real life 
is Neeson isn’t out saving ev-
eryone. However, I give it two 
thumbs up!

—Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

Clint Eastwood returns to 
the big screen once again with 
Amy 
Adams 
and 
Justin 
Tim-
berlake 
star-
ring in 
“Trou-
ble with 
the 
Curve.”  

East-
wood’s 
char-
acter, 
Gus, is 
a well-
known baseball scout for the 

Atlanta Braves that is begin-
ning to lose his sight and is at 
risk for being replaced.  Gus’ 
daughter Mickey (Adams) is 
called in to help her father 
out by scouting one last game.  
While on the scouting trip, Gus 
and Mickey run into Johnny 
(Timberlake), a former base-
ball player who Gus recruited. 

This movie explores the 
relationship between a father 
and daughter that do not have 
the brightest past, and the love 
of the game.  This movie was 
a great movie to watch even 
if you are not a sports fan.  I 
highly recommended it for 
anyone to watch.

— Holli Nutt
Design Editor

Repo the Genetic Opera is a 
2008 horror-rock opera musical 
film directed by Darren Lynn 
Bousman. Bousman is also the 
hack master behind Saw II, III 
and IV. 

The 
film is 
based 
on a 
play 
writ-
ten and 
com-
posed 
by 
Darren 
Smith 
and 
Ter-
rance 
Zdu-
nich. 
Comic 
style panels explain how an 
epidemic of organ failures 
devastated the planet in the 
future. The mega-corporation 
Gene-Co emerged as a savior. 
Gene-Co provides organ trans-
plants in addition to cosmetic 
surgeries. Gene-Co is legally 
able to repossess defaulted 
organs. Clients who default on 

payments will be hunted down 
by Repo men; skilled assas-
sins contracted by Gene-Co 
to recover defaulted property 
by any means necessary. This 
movie is very enticing and 
scary. I would even say that it 
is one of my all time favorites. 

This movie is rated R. Make 
sure you keep an eye out for 
Joan Jett she has a small 
cameo in the film. 

— Paige Mann
Staff Writer

Apple is at it again with the production 
and distribution of the iPhone 5.  

This new iPhone, although not much 
different from its predecessors, is still the 
biggest thing in technology today.  Cer-
tainly so, because it is a little bigger and 
has a little more space and functionality. 

The iPhone 5 with an iOS 6 Operating 
System and 4G capabilities for faster mo-
bile data support weighs in at less than 
4 ounces and has a 4-inch screen. The 
resolution is about the same at 640x1136 
pixels.  The battery life is quite impres-
sive at 225 hours of stand-by time (about 
nine days) and 8 hours of talk time.  The 
processor, equally as impressive, is a dual 
core that works relatively quickly at 1300 
MHz and has 1016 MB of RAM with 16 
GB of internal storage. 

It unfortunately 
does not have a 
slot for external 
memory and does 
not accept SD cards 
or USB hook-ups.  
The camera is an 
8 Megapixel LED 
with back-illu-
minated sensors, 
auto focus, touch to 
focus, digital image 
stabilization, face 
detection, geo-tag-
ging, high dynamic 
range mode (HDR), 
and panorama. 
The camcorder 
is 1920x1080 (1080p HD/30 frames per 

second) that includes video calling and 
digital image stabilization.

The iPhone is rivaled by several others  
for their size, functionality, and speed in-
cluding the Samsung Galaxy S III, Apple 
Predecessor iPhone 4S,the Motorola Droid 
Razr Maxx HD and the Samsung Galaxy 
Note II.  

In my opinion, Apple’s biggest rival is 
the Nokia Lumina 920, which personally 
has my vote as it is virtually indestruc-
tible.  

iPhone 5 is now available through most 
cellular service providers and will con-
tinue to be a big success among the Apple 
community. 

—Addreonna Seger
Editor

Apple’s Newest Entry: The iPhone 5

PAIGE MANN
Staff Writer

tech time

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

As I was looking for a movie 
to rate 
this 
month; 
I caught 
myself 
looking 
back 
into the 
vault. 
“A 
Beau-
tiful 
Mind” 
stars 
Russell 
Crowe 
as John 
Nash. 

John Nash is a young math-

ematic genius who has just 
been accepted into the all pres-
tigious Princeton University. 
As the film rolls on we find out 
that Mr. Nash has the knack 
for breaking difficult top secret 
code messages. This lands him 
a job working for the U.S. Gov-
ernment, or so he thinks. 

I will not spoil the rest of this 
thrilling movie anymore, but 
this is definitely a must see 
film. I give this movie a solid 
9/10 rating and if you know 
just how picky I am, you will 
surely make time to check it 
out.

— Johnny Kight
Staff Writer

‘A Beautiful Mind’ is Simply Beautiful

JOHNNY KIGHT
Staff Writer

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

‘Repo! The Genetic Opera’ 
a Good Flashback Movie

PTK sponsors 
Kiss the Pig! 

Contact Amanda Walton in the Tucker Building to make 
donations 

Date: 11/15/12 

 

You can ‘vote’ for any of the following people to kiss the pig by simply do-
nating money.  The person who raises the most money wins!  Donations will 
be taken beginning 10-31-12 until the beginning of the Fall Festival.   

Dr. Lee    Coach Chaney   Maria McLeod 

Dr. Crenshaw   Coach Brewer   Marc McCool 

Roger Whitlock  Coach Edmondson  Curt Skipper   

Marcie Pinson   Chris Ryals   Patrick Stokley 

Gennie Phillips  Kevin Ryals   Ms. Griffin (Dorm mom) 

Vicki Blaylock   Luke Howell 

The Mall during the 
Harvest Festival  
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special to the tom-tom
ECCC Art Club Wins Sign Competition: Capturing top honors and the $125 cash prize in the annual 
homecoming sign competition at East Central Community College was the above entry from the ECCC 
Art Association.  Other award winners were ASNEC (Association of Student Nurses at East Central), 
second, $100; Phi Beta Lambda, third, $75; and Warrior Corps, fourth, $50. 

homecoming display winner

special to the tom-tom
ECCC Students Plan March of Dimes Fundraiser: Phi Beta Lambda students and chapter advisers at 
East Central Community College are doing their part to help raise funds for the March of Dimes. Their 
fundraising efforts include a friendly sales competition involving balloons, as explained by adviser Chris-
ty Ferguson: “In the event that the students sell the most balloons, they will be given the opportunity to 
blast water balloons at the advisers; however, if the advisers succeed in raising the most money, they 
will get to see the chapter officers get soaked as students and faculty line up to throw water balloons 
at them!” Ferguson said balloons are $1 each with proceeds designated for the March of Dimes. Fund-
raising efforts continue through October 31. The water balloon-drenching event is scheduled Thursday, 
November 8. Shown preparing for the event are (seated from left) PBL officers Timmie Wiggins of Little 
Rock, Tanner Fortenberry of Union and Yashica Ickom of Lake. Standing from left are advisers Brenda 
Johnson and Christy Ferguson.

sUBmitteD photo
Native American Club takes cultural field trip: The following Native American Club students took a 
cultural field trip to Moundville, Ala. on Oct. 11, 2012. Pictured are, front row, from left, Jared Jim, Amber 
Butler, Christon Flores, Ashley Butler, Kisha King, and Martina Butler; back row, from left, Shawn Smith, 
Elizabeth Minter, co-sponsor, Ruben Cruz, Anthen Johnson, and Leslie Hughes, co-sponsor.

special to the tom-tom
ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Officers: These students serve as Phi Theta Kappa officers at East Central 
Community College. Leaders of Theta Xi Chapter include (first row, from left) Claire Griffin of Deca-
tur, president; Holli Nutt of Morton, public relations chair; Axie Jones of Little Rock, fundraising chair; 
Leighanne Wright of Decatur, executive board member; and Andrew Hanna of Union, vice president of 
leadership; and (back row, from left) biology instructor Curt Skipper, adviser; Emily Marler of Morton, 
executive board member;  Sandy Alexander of Little Rock, vice president of scholarship; Cain Prestage 
of Carthage, vice president of service; William Meruvia of Philadelphia, vice president of fellowship; and 
workforce education counselor Amanda Walton, adviser. Not pictured is Alex Weir of Philadelphia, exec-
utive board member. Phi Theta Kappa is the largest honor society in American higher school education 
with more than two million members and 1,200 chapters located in 50 states, U.S. territories, Canada 
and Germany. Phi Theta Kappa is recognized as the official honor society for two-year colleges. 

William Carey University has enjoyed a tremendous
growth in enrollment in the past few years - in fact,  

enrollment just surpassed 4,000 students for the first  
time in our 120-year history. What’s behind  

this growth? It may be...

•	 Our graduate programs on the master’s, 
specialist’s and doctorate level.

•	 Our study abroad programs, including 
study opportunities in Spain and China.

•	 Our seven men’s and seven women’s 
sports that compete in the Southern 
States Athletic Conference.

•	 Our conveniently-located main campus 
in Hattiesburg, the Tradition Campus  
in Biloxi, and the New Orleans Campus.

Come discover how Carey can help you achieve your  
educational goals and set you on a track to success! 

www.wmcarey.edu

•	 Our caring, Christian environment.
•	 Our student/faculty ratio of 13:1.
•	 Our 24 undergraduate majors, 28 minors, 

and 12 concentrations.
•	 Our scholarships, awarded in the areas of 

academics, athletics, talent, church-related 
vocations, and missionary dependent.

•	 Our 57 extracurricular activities, including 
honor societies, social and service clubs, 
and intramural sports.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Wall O’ Sound Members of the 2012: East Central Community College Wall O’ Sound Marching Band and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) Kara Beth Johnson, Morton; Emma 
Burton, Union; Kayla Covington, Nanih Waiya; Kasey Logan, Lake; Emily Jacome-Cluff, Newton County; Courtney Mackey, West Lauderdale; Jacob King, Sebastopol; Nathan Williams, Union; Javossiya Walker, 
Newton; Lauren Daniels, Neshoba Central, Kendall Taylor, Central Academy; Hannah Farmer, Newton County; and Ashley Milner, Pillow Academy; (second row, from left) Jayohnnie Slaughter, Newton County; 
Kara Miller, Newton County Academy; Samantha Ellingburg and Caitlyn Sant, both of Newton County; Kelsey Cox, Forest; Tori McInnis, Union; Emilee Cox, Forest; Hillary Williams, Neshoba Central; Kenya 
Hickman, Louisville; Abbie Smith, Louisville; Brooke Massey, Winston Academy; Emily Gully, Sylva Bay Academy; and Taylor Gressett, Newton County; (third row, from left) Kayla Jenkins, Louisville; Shamaine 
Jones, Newton; Sharde Mays, Morton; Tayna Burnside, Neshoba Central; Maria Todd, Morton; ShyAnna Bell, Sebastopol; Jessica Moore, and Maryanna Sikes, both of Leake Central; Lorraina Burkes, Forest; 
Gloriana Latham and Abigail Buitrago, both of Morton; and Sandy Alexander and Robin Coker, both of Newton County; (fourth row, from left) Heather Bradley, Neshoba Central; Jasmine Pickens, Newton; Jade 
Castillo, Morton; Beunca Patrick, Scott Central; Maranda McDaniel, Leake Central; Emily Woodward, Cleveland; Kayla Greer, Tiffany Benson and Katherine Upchurch, all of Neshoba Central; Magen Pierce and 
Amanda Packer, both of Newton County; and Shawn Windham, Morton; (fifth row, from left) Emily Crane, Leake Central; Kristen Felton, Newton County; Destiny Crawford, Leake Central; Cortney Drummond, 
Union; Brooke Boyd and Jon’ Marie Baucum, both of Newton County; Rosie Hickman, Louisville; Meghan McPherson, Neshoba Central; Danette Harris, Brandon; Whitney Jenkins and Samantha Farley, both of 
Neshoba Central; and Mallory Wilkerson, Union; (sixth row, from left) Ben Avera, Newton County; Turner Stevens, Leake Central; William Milner, Scott Central; Charles Taylor, Neshoba Central; Matt Graham, 
Lake; Sarah LaBue and Katie Bradley, both of Newton County; Xavier Rodgers, Louisville; Mattie Brooks, Leake Central; Ashley Swearingen, Union; Bronson Henderson, Choctaw Central; Zachary Peden, 
Neshoba Central; and Brittany Gilmer, Ridgeland; (seventh row, from left) Kasia McQueen, Leake Central; Jessie Armstrong, Georgia Doner and Hannah Cade, all of West Lauderdale; Adrian Tucker, Neshoba 
Central; Melissa Manues, Newton County; Beth Price and Adriana Alderson, both of Union; Tyieasha Evans, Philadelphia; Katie Butler, Brandon; and Eden McGee and Raven Bane, both of Neshoba Central; 
(eighth row, from left) Samson Pace, Scott Central; Jermaine Russell, Neshoba Central; Avery Ward, Morton; Thomas Justice, Union; Vacinte Young and Chris Mays, both of Louisville; Leslie Graham, Forest; 
Julien Gillis, Newton County; Jason Savell and Joshua Richardson, both of Neshoba Central; Hannah Berryhill, Newton County; and Gareth Driskill, West Lauderdale; (ninth row, from left) Denzel Clemons, 
Neshoba Central; Ashley Bozeman and Chandler Smith, both of Newton County; Sam Lovorn, Neshoba Central; Dustin Fisher, Lake; Bo Foster, Newton County; Zyron Jones, Philadelphia; Leslie Young and 
Katie Fedrick, both of Neshoba Central; Thomas Reeves, Leake Central; Brandon Warrick, Neshoba Central; and Tyler Gilmore, Newton County; (tenth row, from left) Jeremiah Chapman, Newton; Conor Bell, 
Leake Central; Chad Dorman, Neshoba Central; Brianna Parkman, Lake; Chris Lyons, Neshoba Central; Damien Lewis, Philadelphia; Brandon Davis, Newton County; Thomoz Smith, Scott Central; Brecia 
Hornesbuger, Louisville; Michael Buntyn and Ryan Packer, both of Newton County; and Lucas Calvert, Neshoba Central; (eleventh row, from left) Cody Jenkins, Leake Central; Corey Burton, home-schooled from 
Philadelphia; Rob Parker and Hunter Brooks, both of Puckett; Jeremy Dade, Newton County; Nick Willis, Philadelphia; Ryan McClendon, Forest; Austin Savell and Jonathan Warren, both of Neshoba Central; and 
Chauncy Griffin and Jose Pereira, both of Morton; and  (top row, from left) Dillon Evans, Leake Central; Matt Mason, Union; Jacob Emmons, Lake; Mark Beasley, Sebastopol; Aaliyah Cook, Leake Central; Tarra 
Gibson, West Lauderdale; Dalton Sellers and Jonathan Keen, both of Neshoba Central; and Mark Staszefski, Louisville. Hunter Corhern serves as Director of Bands. Additional staff members include Ed Girling, 
assistant band director/percussion instructor; Nichol Hillman, Centralettes coordinator/choreographer; Janie Mayfield, color guard coordinator; and Calvin Griffin, twirler instructor.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Centralettes Members of the East Central Community College Centralettes, the danceline for 
the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band, include (front row, from left) Emilee Cox, Forest; Hillary Williams, 
Neshoba Central; Kelsey Cox, Forest; Lauren Daniels, Neshoba Central; Hannah Farmer, Newton 
County; Kendall Taylor, Central Academy; Emma Burton, Union; Kenya Hickman, Louisville; Caitlyn 
Sant , Newton County; and Kara Miller, Newton County Academy; and (back row, from left) Brooke 
Massey, Winston Academy; Taylor Gresett, Newton County; Abbie Smith, Louisville; Jayohnnie 
Slaughter and Samantha Ellingburg, both of Newton County; Emily Gully, Sylva Bay Academy; Ashley  
Milner, Pillow Academy; Tori McInnis, Union; Kayla Covington, Nanih Waiya; Kara Beth Johnson, 
Morton; and Kasey Logan, Lake. Nichol Hillman serves as Centralettes coordinator/choreographer. 
Hunter Corhern is Director of Bands.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Wall O’ Sound Color Guard Members of the 2012: Wall O’ Sound Band Color Guard at 
East Central Community College include (front row, from left) Shyanna Bell, Sebastopol;  Shamaine 
Jones and Jasmine Pickens, both of Newton; Tiffany Benson, Neshoba Central; Lorraina Burkes, 
Forest; Katherine Upchurch, Neshoba Central: Abigail Buitrago, Morton; and Amanda Packer, Newton 
County; (second row, from left) Maria Todd, Morton; Tanya Burnside,  Neshoba Central; Kayla Jenkins, 
Louisville; Kayla Greer and Heather Bradley, both of Neshoba Central; Shawn Windham and  Jade 
Castillo and Sharde Mays, all of Morton; and (back row, from left) Sandy Alexander and Robin Coker, 
both of Newton County; Emily Woodward, Cleveland; Maryanna Sikes and Jessica Moore, both of 
Leake Central; Beunca Patrick, Scott Central; Gloriana Latham, Morton;  and Magen Pierce, Newton 
County. Not pictured is Livi Harrison, Newton County. Janie Mayfield serves ascolor guard coordinator. 
Hunter Corhern is Director of Bands.

IMPORTANT DATES!
• November 27: Ac’cents Fall Concert
• December 4: Concert Choir Performance
• January 25-26: ECCC Band Clinic
• March 7: Concert Band Campus Performance
• March 26: Jazz Band Concert
• April 4: Centralettes Workshop

• April 16: Drum Major Tryouts
• April 18: ECCC Night O’ Percussion
• April 25: Centralette Tryouts
• April 26: April 29 Concert Band Outdoor Performance
• April 30: Color Guard Tryouts
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ECCC Honors New PTK Members
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Approximately 50 students 
were welcomed as new members 
of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the international 
honor society for two-year 
colleges, during the annual 
fall induction ceremony held 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 in the Vickers 
Fine Arts Center.

Amanda Walton, who serves 
as Theta Xi co-adviser with 
biology instructor Curt Skipper, 
said the 51 inductees “represent 
one of largest groups honored 
for a fall induction ceremony.”

“We inducted 51 students 
from the 91 students invited to 
participate,” said Walton, who 
serves as Workforce Education 
counselor. “So we were pleased 
to have over a 50 percent join 
rate.”

Skipper said the fall 2012 
inducted class is the largest 
group to join the prestigious 
honor society during the five 
years he has served as an 
adviser.

ECCC President Dr. Billy 
Stewart served as guest speaker. 
During his remarks, Dr. 
Stewart referred to inductees 
as “the cream of the crop” at EC 
and offered congratulations on 
their accomplishment. He also 
reminded students to always 
make time for “faith, family 

and friends” and provided an 
illustration to stress his point.

In addition to Walton and 
Skipper, other staff participants 
included Dr. Randall E. Lee, 
Vice President for Student 
Services, welcome and opening 
remarks; and Dr. Teresa 
Houston, Vice President for 
Instruction, closing remarks.

The induction ceremony was 
conducted by Theta Xi Chapter 
officers, who include Claire 
Griffin of Decatur, president; 
Andrew Hanna of Union, vice 
president of leadership; Sandy 
Alexander of Little Rock, vice 
president for scholarship; Cain 
Prestage of Carthage, vice 
president of service; William 
Meruvia of Philadelphia, 
vice president of fellowship; 
Axie Jones of Little Rock, 
fundraising chair; Holli Nutt of 
Morton, public relations chair; 
and Emily Marler of Morton, 
Leighanne Wright of Decatur 
and Alex Weir of Philadelphia, 
all Executive Board members. 
Hanna also gave the invocation.

Inductees include Mary 
Bailey, Michael Clark, Dylan 
Peden, Hailey Smith, Savannah 
Stuart-Dahl and Elauren 
Vowell, all of Philadelphia; 
Clinton Baker, Pelahatchie; 
Johnny Beamon and Zachary 
Thrasher, both of Columbus; 
Judson Bounds, Kelsey 

Bounds, Michael Buntyn, 
Jennifer Collins, Sonya McKee, 
Julie Myers, Magen Pierce 
and Wesley Robinson,all of 
Newton; Paula Bounds, Rose 
Hill; Alicia Boykin, Justin Nutt 
and Meghan Schmidt, all of 
Morton; Casey Bryant, Lake; 
Cashmere Dawson, Barbara 
Hodges, Kimberly Leflore, 
Crystal Roland and Brandon 
Sellers, all of Carthage; Caitlan 
Dearman, Wanda Harrison 
and William Stevens, all of 
Walnut Grove; Heather Downs, 

Bay Springs; Lucretia Gaddis, 
Christy Gibbs and Peggy 
Sims, al of Forest; Kelvin Ball 
and Kierra Griffin, both of  
McCool; Kyle Henson, Weir; 
Mitzi Kirk, Noxapater; Melissa 
Manues and Aaron Rose, both 
of Hickory; Elisabeth Mayes, 
Jacksonville, Ala.; James 
Parker, Brandon; Colby Rigdon, 
Little Rock; Kimberly Round, 
Conehatta; Andrea McSwain, 
Holly Schneller, Chandler 
Smith, Russ Thomson and Will 
Thompson, all of Decatur; Silva 

Viana Carvalho, Union; and 
Dustin Watkins, Lena.

Established by the Missouri 
two-year college presidents 
in 1918, Phi Theta Kappa 
International Honor Society 
serves to recognize and 
encourage the academic 
achievement of two-year 
college students and provide 
opportunities for individual 
growth and development 
through honors, leadership and 
service programming.

Today, Phi Theta Kappa is 

the largest honor society in 
American higher education with 
more than two million members 
and 1,200 chapters located in 50 
states, U.S. territories, Canada 
and Germany. 

In 1929, the American 
Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges recognized Phi 
Theta Kappa as the official 
honor society for two-year 
colleges.

Phi Theta Kappa 
headquarters are located in 
Jackson.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Inducts Phi Theta Kappa Members: Approximately 50 East Central Community College students were inducted into Theta Xi 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at the fall induction ceremony held Oct. 9 at the Vickers Fine Arts Center. ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart 
served as guest speaker. Phi Theta Kappa is the international honor society for two-year colleges. Workforce Education counselor Amanda 
Walton and biology instructor Curt Skipper serve as Theta Xi advisers.

EC Players to Present ‘Happy Hollandaise!’ Nov. 29-Dec. 1
BY HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

The East Central Community College Players 
will present their annual fall dinner theater at 
7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, November 
29-December 1, in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 
This year’s presentation is a holiday comedy by 
Tim Koeing titled “Happy Hollandaise!” English 
instructor Stacey Pollock directs.

Described as a “side-splitting” comedy, the plot 
revolves around main character Clair Finley 
(Holli Nutt of Morton) who wants the perfect 
Christmas. 

Pollock said, “She’s hired a gourmet chef to 
prepare her famous Hasenpfeffer Hollandaise 
Sauce for her dinner guests. Unfortunately, 
the chef is late, the guests are early and there 

are burglars loose in the 
neighborhood! There 
are also some mixed up 
identities and a quirky 
brother which add to 
the mayhem. However, 
things settle down and 
the true Christmas 
spirit shines through in 
a surprise ending which 
involves transformation, 
forgiveness, and a 
beautiful new beginning.”

Tickets are $15 and 
are available beginning 
November 1 by calling 
the college switchboard 
at 601-635-6215 or 

purchasing tickets at 
the Communications 
office located inside 
Newton Hall. The 
ticket price includes 
a meal of roast beef, 
fried chicken, salad, 
potato casserole, 
green beans, carrots, 
rolls, assorted pies, 
tea and coffee.  This 
year the EC Players 
are offering a special 
night that will allow 
students and faculty 
members to attend 
the Nov. 28 dress 
rehearsal for just $3; 

however, there will be no meal. 
Additional cast members include Cameron 

Hinkle (George Finley) of Carthage, Colton 
Hurst (Phillip Finely) of Hickory, Shelby 
Parkman (Vilma Hasenpfeffer) of Homewood, 
Tanner Fortenberry (Larry Finch) of Union, 
Delaney Kilgore (Irene Quigley) of Newton, Sam 
Irby (Father William Abbot) of Morton, Virginia 
Easley (Mary Abbot) of Nanih Wayia and Chelsey 
Smith (Inspector Abernathy) of Brandon. 

George Conner Bond of Brandon and Kerry 
Ingle of Forest are members of the technical 
crew.  Claire Griffin serves as stage manager 
and the set manager is Amanda Packer, both of 
Decatur.

For more information contact Pollock at 601-
635-6236. The e-mail is spollock@eccc.edu.

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

POLLOCK

EC graduates receive MSU-Meridian Riley Next Step Scholarships
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

MERIDIAN – Virginia Holyfield of Little Rock 
was recognized recently at Mississippi State 
University-Meridian’s scholarship reception.  
Holyfield was one of nineteen East Central 
Community College transfer students who 
received the Riley Next Step Scholarship from 
MSU-Meridian. Recipients of the scholarship are 
known as Riley Scholars.

Sixty outstanding 
transfer students 
from East Central 
Community College, 
East Mississippi 
Community College, 
Jones County 
Junior College, and 
Meridian Community 
College were selected as 
spring and fall 2012 Riley 
Scholars.  

These recipients will receive over $457,800 
in scholarship money, made possible through 
a grant from The Riley Foundation and other 
generous benefactors.  Riley Scholars receive full 
tuition and fees for two years or 4 semesters at 
MSU-Meridian. 

Since its inception in the fall of 2010, 188 
individuals have received the Riley Next Step 
Scholarship.

Holyfield, a 21-year-old marketing major 
graduated from Newton County High School and 
attended ECCC.  She was accepted at Ole Miss, 
had her class schedule, and was just days away 
from signing a lease on an apartment when the 
unexpected happened.  Her father was diagnosed 
with lung cancer.

“Although the doctors were optimistic about my 

dad’s recovery, I just 
didn’t want to be three 
hours away in Oxford,” 
said Holyfield.  “I knew 
I could earn my degree 
at MSU-Meridian 
which would allow me 
to stay at home and be 
available to help out 
my family – so that’s 
what I decided to do.”

Holyfield is excited 
about earning a 
marketing degree 
and says she wants to 
help businesses help 
themselves.  

“I think it will be very 
fulfilling to promote or 
market a business,” she noted.  “I love helping 
people and I think it will be gratifying to know 
that your work might result in increased sales 
or an expanded customer base for a business or 
company.”

As a Riley Scholar, Holyfield expressed deep 
appreciation for receiving the scholarship since it 
provided a way for her to pay for school without 
having to dig into her parents’ finances or be 
saddled with student loans.

“I’m sure my parents would have tried to find 
a way to help me pay for school but I wouldn’t 
have been comfortable with that option,” said 
Holyfield.  “I would probably have had to sit out a 
semester or two in order to earn some money for 
school.  Receiving the Riley Next Step Scholarship 
enabled me to start school this fall and not have to 
worry about how I was going to pay for it.”

For this young lady and her family – that is a 
blessing they are very thankful for. 

EC to Host FCA Rally, Nov. 6
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College will host The 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes annual Fields 
of Faith event at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 
6, 2012, in Huff Auditorium. 

The event is open to the public and there is no 
charge for admission.

According to Brandon Dewease, District 5 
FACA Director, Fields of Faith is used to create 
awareness of ministry outreach and to expose 
students to the gospel of Jesus Christ, as told 
by their peers in all schools associated with the 
local FCA chapter. 

This year’s event will feature guest speaker 
Coach Ryan Smith of Newton County High 
School, student-led praise and worship, as well 
as peer testimonies pertaining to local students’ 
personal relationships with Jesus Christ.

FCA is the largest Christian sports ministry 
in the world and focuses on serving local 
communities by equipping, empowering and 
encouraging people to make a difference for 
Christ. For more than 57 years, FCA has sought 
to impact the world through the influence of 
athletes and coaches.

For more information contact Neal Holliman, 
ECCC FCA sponsor, at 601-635-6374 or e-mail 
nholliman@eccc.edu.

ECCC Culinary Treat!:
First-year East Central 
Community College culinary 
arts technology instructor Barry 
Karrh (center) and students 
Pheanice Hamm Brown (left) of 
Decatur and Janie McKenzie of 
Quitman display one of their first 
creations of the 2012 semester 
– a butter pound cake made 
with simple buttercream and 
English marmalade. The Culinary 
Department will soon offer a 
variety of desserts and other food 
items for sale just in time for the 
holidays!

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Riley Next Step Scholarship recipients from ECCC: Lantanya Ann Ball of Decatur – Information 
Systems; Matthew Thomas Blackwell of Hickory – History; Charles Edward Curry of Newton – 
Healthcare Administration; Colton Mitchell Eakes of Philadelphia – Elementary Education; Jennifer 
Marie Felton of Union – Elementary Education; Tiffany Lauren Ferguson of Decatur –Elementary 
Education ; Amy Marie Fiegenschu  of Philadelphia – Elementary Education; Shelby L Hall of Union 
– Secondary Education; Virginia F. Holyfield of Little Rock– Marketing; Justin Michael Little of Newton 
– Elementary Education; Sandra Lyon of Philadelphia – Psychology; Michael Dewayne Pierce of 
Philadelphia – Technology Management; Paula Danielle Pierce of Union – undeclared; Loren Elizabeth 
Pullin of Union – Elementary Education; Haylee Nicole Roberts of Rose Hill – Special Education; Coby 
Wayne Smiley of Newton – Elementary Education; Ammon Seth Therrien of Decatur – Secondary 
Education; Samantha Nicole Thrash of Walnut Grove – Elementary Education; Karli Danielle Withers of 
Carthage – Psychology.

HOLYFIELD
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Stokes wins Constitution Day Award: East Central Community College held a Constitution Day 
program on October 11. Students were given the opportunity to test their knowledge of the United States 
Constitution during the program. Will Stokes of Philadelphia scored the highest on the test and received 
a $100 prize from the College’s Foundation and Alumni Relations offi ce. Pictured are (from left) social 
science instructor Dr. Phillip Crenshaw, Stokes and Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director for 
ECCC Foundation and Alumni Relations.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Celebrates Surgical Technologist Week: As part of the Surgical Technologist Week, September 17-21, East Central Community 
College celebrated with a cook-out honoring their students. The third week of September is recognized statewide to honor surgical 
technologists by the Mississippi Legislature. Taking part in the celebration are (front row, from left) La Porshe Griggs of Meridian, Kelli Alford 
of Carthage, Meagan Reid of Lake, Adrienne Edwards of Philadelphia, Ashley Channell of Ackerman, Krystle Weems of Noxapater, and 
Erin Hall of Philadelphia; and (second row, from left) Roger Whitlock, dean of workforce education and development; Kristie Pilgrim, surgical 
technology instructor; Lee Ann Shirley, surgical technology program director/instructor; Denita Thomas, Dean of Healthcare Education; 
Tinecia Shack of Jackson, Beth Prewitt of Philadelphia, Joshua Richardson of Preston, Erika Buckley of Union, Tiffany Floyd of Jackson, Dr. 
Teresa Houston, vice president for instruction; and ECCC President Dr. Billy W. Stewart.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Delta State University visits ECCC students during College Fest 
2012: Representatives from area public and private colleges and 
universities recently took part in College Fest 2012 held October 
11 hosted on the East Central Community College campus. These 
recruiters discussed future transfer opportunities and areas of 
programs of study with students. Sixteen representatives from 
area universities participated in the event. Delta State University 
representative, Chris Gaines, discusses the programs offered by the 
college to sophomores Madeline and Olivia Potter, both of Flora.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
University of Mississippi visits ECCC students during College Fest 2012: Representatives 
from area public and private colleges and universities recently took part in College Fest 2012 held 
October 11 hosted on the East Central Community College campus. These recruiters discussed future 
transfer opportunities and areas of programs of study with students. Sixteen representatives from area 
universities participated in the event. Tyler Biggs, a representative from the University of Mississippi, 
discusses the programs offered by the college to sophomore James Savage Jr. of Philadelphia.

SACK HUNGER
Oct 15 - Nov 9

ECCC
FOOD

DRIVE

Food items can be deposited 
at the following locations: 

• Campus Police Office
• Bracken-Wood Gym

• Student Services 
• Public Information Office

There will be a deposit location at the
 “Black-Out” Football game on Thursday, October 18!

For more information contact Coach Donovan Tate 
at dtate@eccc.edu or 601.635.6244. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Musical Cast Recognized: Members of the cast and crew of the 1992 East Central Community 
College spring musical, The 1940s Radio Hour, were among special groups honored during the 
College’s Homecoming celebration held September 29. Pictured are (front row, from left) Leesa Lee 
Wilkinson of Collierville, Tenn.; Marie and Charles Hinson of DeFuniak Springs, Fla.; and Penny Rogers 
of Carthage; and (standing, from left) Rachel McCool Fulce of Ackerman, Maria Leach McLeod of Mize, 
Nick Pouncey of Brandon, David Campbell of Hatteisburg and Lori Rogers Wilcher of Union. Wilkinson 
and Charles Hinson were members of the fine arts division faculty and served as pianist and vocal 
instructor, respectively, for the musical which was directed by the late Judy Carroll.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Homecoming Honorees: Receiving special recognition at East Central Community College’s 
2012 Homecoming celebration held September 29, were (from left) Wallace Strickland (Class of 1967) 
of Meridian, Alumnus of the Year; Carole Pace Henry (Class of 1957) of Madison, Alumna of the Year; 
and Athletic Hall of Fame inductees Granville Freeman (Class of 1967) of Lake and Tom McCullough 
(Class of 1958) of Philadelphia. Award presentations were made during the annual Alumni Luncheon 
held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Celebrate Golden Anniversary: Observing their 50th class reunion at East Central Community 
College’s 2012 Homecoming celebration held September 29, were (front row, from left) June Whatley 
DePriest of Clinton, Nan Harbour Busby of Charlotte, NC; Ann Eaves McLelland of Prattville, Ala.; 
Amanda Anderson Lovorn of Louisville; Pat Hill Madison of Brandon; Brenda Kirby of Forest; Carole 
Anthony Leach of Sebastopol; Renee Nickell Guthrie of Union Springs, Ala.; Charlotte Duncan Gray of 
Pearl; and Joe DePriest of Clinton; and (back row, from left) Richard Rivers of Union, Robert Kirkland of 
Philadelphia, Jimmy Sibley of Simpsonville, SC; Sam Roberts of Leroy, Ala.; Jimmy Gilbert of Cuthbert, 
Ga.; Edward Leach of Stonebrook, Conn.; Bobby Thames of Alabaster, Ala.; Luther Rives of Brandon; 
and Rodney Bounds of Newton. Also pictured is ECCC President Dr. Billy W. Stewart, who  presented 
“Golden Anniversary” diplomas to class members during a ceremony in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Classes of ’57-’58-’59 Hold Annual Reunion: Members of the East Central Community 
College classes of 1957, 1958 & 1959 met for their annual reunion during Homecoming activities held 
September 29. Pictured are (front row, from left) Nancy Patterson Haggard of Clinton, Hallie J. Frazier 
Blaylock of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Nan Barrier Stamper of Union, Carole Pace Henry of Madison, Carol 
Vickers of Decatur, Lois Blount Cooper of Madison and Mary Jo Hollingsworth Chanaud of Centreville, 
Md.; and (back row, from left) Charles Mooney of Louin, Hank Moreau of Decatur, Jimmy Fisackerly 
of New Orleans, La.; Jeannette Thrash of Decatur, Willard May of Petal, Donny K. Hopkins of Clinton, 
Bubba Hudspeth of Louisville and Jimmy Rea of Madison.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Classes of ’79, ’80 and ‘81 Hold Annual Reunion: Members of the East Central Community 
College classes of 1979, 1980 & 1981 met for their second annual reunion during Homecoming activities 
held September 29. Pictured are (from left) Alexander Ealy of Morton, Leah Livingston-Donald and Flo 
Henley, both of Starkville; and Kent Holdiness of Louisville.  

ECCC Daycare 
Center receives 

visit from Choctaw 
Indian Princess: 

The reigning 
Choctaw Indian 
Princess Shaye 
MacKinzie Scott 

recently visited East 
Central Community 
College’s Daycare 

Center. She told 
the students about 

her duties as the 
tribe’s princess and 

read stories to the 
children. Scott is a 
graduate of Leake 

Central High School. 
She is the daughter 
of Rodney and Tina 

Scott of the Standing 
Pine community. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-
TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Air Evac Lifeteam Helicopter Delivers Game Ball for ECCC Home Finale: The game ball arrived in 
style for East Central Community College’s home finale with Pearl River Community College Oct. 18 
at Bailey Stadium. An Air Evac Lifeteam helicopter is shown (top photo) prior to landing at midfield for 
the special presentation, which featured ECCC alumnus and flight nurse Courtney Steele Townsend 
of Forest delivering the game ball to ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart (bottom photo) during the pre-
game ceremony. Townsend completed ECCC’s associate degree nursing program in 2008 and has 
been a flight nurse for four years. She was accompanied during the flight by paramedic Brian Taylor 
of Conehatta, who is an ECCC graduate. Taylor has 16 years of experience as a paramedic. Air Evac 
Lifeteam is the largest independently owned and operated air medical service in the United States. The 
company has established itself as the preeminent provider of air ambulance services in rural areas.    
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Faculty Corner
EXTRAORDINARY FACULTY

EXTRAORDINARY STAFF

By Magen Pierce
Staff Writer

East Central Community College 
art instructor Christopher Brady has 
been selected to have his watercolor 
“Bombers” displayed at the Missis-
sippi Museum of Art in Jackson at 
the Mississippi Watercolor Society’s 
Grand National Exhibition. 

When Brady 
was asked 
about the 
meaning be-
hind his water-
color Bombers 
he responded, 
“It is about su-
perficiality in 
an ironic way. 
What is appeal-
ing to the eye 
is not always 
that complicat-
ed. I’m drawn 
to the shiny 
and sparkly 
lures much like 
a fish would be.” Though many would 
expect an artist’s painting to be full of 
deeper meaning it seems that this is 
not always the case according to Chris-
topher Brady “sometimes concepts are 

just sim-
ple.”

B r a d y 
said it took 
him 40 
hours to 
c o m p l e t e 
his fea-
tured wa-
tercolor. To 
some this 
is pretty re-
mark ab le 
but to him 
it seemed 
to be not 
so much 
time spent. 
It seems, 
he is not aware of his own greatness. 
When asked about what he thought he 
had accomplished in his piece “Bomb-
ers” he replied modestly, “You never 
really accomplish what you set out to. 
Working on a painting is much like 
when a composer composes a song it 
is filled with many fleeting moments.”

He also had this to say about why 
he chose watercolor as his medium 
“I like the technical challenge and 
difficulty. I feel I’m always trying to 
figure it out and being on edge helps 
me thrive as an artist. It’s a humbling 

medium.” 
Brady joined the EC staff in Au-

gust 2008. In addition to teaching 
art, he is also the sponsor of ECCC’s 
Student Art Club. Before becoming a 
part of ECCC’s faculty, he was an as-
sistant art instructor at Hinds Com-
munity College and Belhaven Univer-
sity. 

Brady attended Mississippi Col-
lege where he received a bachelor of 
arts. He also was the editor of the Ar-
rowhead newspaper and President of 
Sigma Tau Delta. At the University 
of Mississippi he received a Master of 

Arts in art education and an Master of 
Fine Arts with an emphasis in print-
making. While attending the Univer-
sity Of Mississippi College he received 
a Graduate Assistantship Honor’s 
Fellowship Outstanding Art Student 
of the Year and the Graduate Student 
Achievement Award in Art.

Besides his college achievements, 
he has held 14 one-person exhibits 
and aside from this, he has had his 
work in many regional and national 
juried shows and has won several 
Best of Show and purchase awards. 
Among his exhibition awards is a 280-

foot long print which is in the 2009 
Guinness Book of World Records as 
the world’s longest woodblock print. 
Several of his pieces are displayed 
publicly, corporately and privately 
throughout Mississippi. 

Brady lives in Ridgeland with his 
wife, LeAnne, and their dog, Jasmine.        

Editor’s note: ECCC is very lucky to 
have such a talented and modest art 
instructor like Christopher Brady and 
it is really delightful to see that even 
now he is still producing art and shar-
ing it with the public.

By HOLLi nUTT
Design Editor

Have you ever wondered who answers the 
phone when you call East Central Community 
College’s main line? There is a good chance Ms. 
Kathy Sanders of Lake did.  Sanders has been 
one of the administrative assistants to the faulty 
for nearly 10 years, and she helps answer and 
transfer all calls, sorts mail, and gives direc-
tions.  But these things are not all she does.  She 
also helps with the College’s Gospel Choir.

Sanders volunteers with the Choir by sending 
out letter invitations, taking photos and any-
thing else that needs to be done that she can 
help with.  She is a former member of the Choir.  
While she attended EC, the Gospel Choir was no 
longer active. So she went to the College presi-
dent (Dr. Eddie Smith) to ask if they could bring 
the choir back, and it remains active today.  

Sanders said she believed 
the students who shared 
a great passion for God 
needed a way to show it.  

“Singing was a great 
outlet to tell others about 
God,” Sanders said.  She 
was the first Gospel Choir 
president after Mrs. 
Brenda K. Johnson’s be-
came the sponsor.

Sanders said she be-
lieves that the Gospel 
Choir is more of a respon-
sibility to give back to the 
choir what was given to 
her while she was a stu-
dent.  

Sanders stated, “The greatest part of helping 
is to see the faces of all students that live the life 

they sing about, and the accomplishments they 
make being active members of the choir.”  

Sanders said to compare her time as an ECCC 
student and her now being an employee of the 
college that many of things have changed during 
the years. She said, “There were no cell phones 
then and now there is much more technology 
that students have access to. The places on cam-
pus where students hung out was not as limited 
either. Students also spent more time together 
getting to know one another.”

While not at school, Sanders said he enjoys 
spending time with her family: Randy, her hus-
band of 19 years, and their daughter, Myla.  She 
is also a Sunday school teacher, girl scout vol-
unteer, youth choir volunteer and sings in the 
choir.  

Sanders said, “The most important things in 
life to me are my faith, family and the impact of 
being a mentor to others.”

Brady’s Work Chosen for Display

Sanders Works to Make a Difference to Students

BRADY

MAGEN PIERCE
Staff Writer

HOLLI NUTT
Design Editor

SANDERS

ECCC Board of Trustees: Serving on East 
Central Community College’s Board of Trustees in 
2012 are (first row, from left) Edsel Cliburn, Union; 
Van Lucas, Newton; Dr. Danny Lanier, Little Rock; 
Rebecca Farris, Morton; Beverly Ware, Union; 
Annie Stowers, Forest; Janie Wilbanks, Carthage; 
Patsy Clark, Louisville; and Jerry Smith (Board 
Vice Chairman), Philadelphia; (second row, from 
left) Delane Hudson, Louisville; W. B. Jones, 
Walnut Grove; Rodney Bounds, Newton; William 
E. Kitchings, Carthage; Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth 
(Board Chairman), Lake; Bingham Moncrief of 
Morton, Scott County Supt. of Education; Tommy 
Dearing, Neshoba County Supt. of Education 
and Prentice Copeland, both of Philadelphia; and 
Patrick Posey of Carthage, Leake County Supt. 
of Education; and (back row, from left) Ricky 
Goldman, Philadelphia; Vernon Crotwell, Mor-
ton; Randal Livingston and Jerry Nance, both of 
Louisville; Leo Parker, Noxapater; J.O. Amis of 
Decatur, Newton County Supt. of Education; Dr. 
William Wade of Louisville, Winston County Supt. 
of Education; Alan D. Rhea, Carthage; Pat Cleve-
land, Conehatta; and David Byars, Philadelphia. 
Not pictured are Royce Shaw (Board Secretary) of 
Forest and Dr. Kimsey Cooper of Carthage.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

MUW President Visits 
ECCC Campus: East 

Central Community 
College President Dr. 

Billy Stewart (right) and 
Mississippi University for 

Women President Dr. 
Jim Borsig are shown 

during their recent meet-
ing. The education lead-

ers discussed current 
and potential partner-

ships between the two 
institutions. The meeting 

was held in President’s 
Office at ECCC.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about  
your club/organization 
to gphillips@eccc.edu. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC’s ABE/GED Instructors – Neshoba County: Serving as East Central Community College’s 
Adult Basic Education/GED-Preparation instructors in Neshoba County are (from left) June Fulton, 
Susan Hisaw, Virginia Kight and Barbara Booker, all of Philadelphia. Classes are offered free of charge 
from 8 a.m. to noon Tuesday and Thursday, and from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Monday and Thursday at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career-Technical Center. ECCC provides free classes at various loca-
tions in the College’s support district, which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston coun-
ties. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC Adjunct Instructors – Neshoba County: East Central Community College adjunct faculty mem-
bers from Neshoba County for 2012-13 include (from left) GiGi Barron (English), Hillary Ward (English/
Reading) and Denise Keller (American National Government/Speech), all of Philadelphia. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC Adjunct Faculty – Lauderdale County: East Central Community College adjunct faculty mem-
bers from Lauderdale County for 2012-13 include (from left) Robert Everett (English) of Collinsville and 
Joe Johnson (biology) of Meridian. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC ABE/GED Instructors - Scott County: Serving as East Central Community College’s Adult 
Basic Education/GED-Preparation instructors in Scott County are (from left) Zann Nutt of Morton and 
Pharen Nelson and Yolanda Wright, both of Forest. Not pictured are instructors Teresa Lovett of Morton 
and Modean Cross of Pelahatchie. Classes are offered free of charge from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday at the Forest/Scott County Career and Technology Center, and from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m. 
Mondays at the Morton Public Library. ESL classes are offered from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
at the Forest High School Library. ECCC provides free ABE/GED classes at various locations in the Col-
lege’s support district, which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
Hause Serves on ECCC Ad-
junct Faculty: Barry Hause of 
Jackson is serving as an adjunct 
faculty member at East Cen-
tral Community College for the 
2012-13 term. Hause is a music/
guitar instructor. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community Col-
lege recently announced Kevin 
Ryals of Louisville as the Col-
lege’s 2012 Mississippi Hu-
manities Council Teacher of the 
Year selection.

Each year, the Mississippi 
Humanities Council honors one 
faculty member from each of 
the state’s community colleges 
and four-year colleges and uni-
versities. 

In recognition of his selection, 
Ryals presented a program 
titled “A Legacy of Teaching: 
Through the Generations” on 
October 15, in Vickers Fine Arts 
Center Auditorium. During his 
presentation, he discussed the 
rich legacy of teaching through 
the eyes of three different teach-
ers whose lives span from 1879 
to the present.

“There are several reasons 
I chose my topic,” Ryals said. 
“One is because of the impact 
many teachers have had on my 
life. Another reason is because 
of the love of preserving the 
past that my grandmother in-
stilled in me. A final reason is 

because of the desire I have to 
be a positive influence on my 
students.” 

Ryals, who teaches oral com-
munications, joined the ECCC 
faculty in 2004 and previously 
served 11 years as a retirement 
planning specialist. In addition 
to his teaching duties, he has 
served as co-advisor for Stu-
dents Against Destructive Deci-
sions. 

He was selected HEADWAE 

(Higher Education Apprecia-
tion Day: Working for Academ-
ic Excellence) Instructor of the 
Year in 2007 and represented 
East Central at the annual 
Lamplighter Conference, which 
honors outstanding community 
and junior college instructors, 
in 2008.

Ryals received the Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Communication 
Management from Mississippi 
State University in 1990 and 
the Master of Science Degree 
in Speech Communication from 
the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi in 1992.

He is married to the former 
Shonna Harvey of Kosciusko, 
who is an English teacher at 
Kosciusio High School and also 
serves as an adjunct instructor 
at ECCC.  They have a 15-year-
old son, Peyton, who attends 
Kosciusko High School.

The Ryals are members of 
First Baptist Church, Louis-
ville, where he serves as a dea-
con and Sunday school teacher. 
Kevin, Shonna and Peyton have 
traveled the last three summers 
to Jimbe, Peru, to do mission 
work and teach English classes.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC Lamplighters: These East Central Community College faculty members were recently selected 
to attend the annual Lamplighters Conference, which honors outstanding community and junior college 
instructors throughout the state. Lamplighters and their respective teaching areas include (from left) 
Patrick Stokely of Decatur, biology; Lori Luke of Newton, associate degree nursing; and Thomas Forten-
berry of Union, computer network support technology . This year’s conference was hosted by Pearl 
River Community College.

Ryals Selected Humanities Instructor of  the Year

RYALS

Carson Honored by MJCCBDA: Alumnus and retired 
East Central Community College Director of Bands 
Thomas W. Carson (right) of Decatur was honored 

by the Mississippi Junior and Community College 
Band Directors’ Association during the Warriors’ home 

football finale game. He was presented a plaque by 
Michael Bass (left), President of the MJCCBDA and 

Director of Bands at Pearl River Community College. 
Mr. Carson retired in June after 30 years of service at 

EC. During his tenure, the Wall O’ Sound grew from 
a band of 25 to more than 180 members.  Mr. Carson 
also served as president of the state band association 
from 1989 to 1990 and from 2001 to 2002. He served 

as Fine Arts Department Chairman from 2009 to 2012.  
He continues to serve as director of the Collegians, 

the College’s rock and roll band.  He and his wife, the 
former Brenda Branning, who serves the College as 
Director of Financial Aid, have three children. Chris 

and his wife, Wendy, live in Hattiesburg with their 
daughter, Isabella, age two. Jennifer is a graduate 

student at the University of Southern Mississippi and 
Jeremy is a sophomore at East Central. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
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SPECIAL TO ThE TOM-TOM
ECCC ABE/GED Instructors – Leake County: Serving as East Central Community College’s Adult 
Basic Education/GED-Preparation instructors in Leake County are (from left) Kelly Rush, Nancy Quates 
and Ann Neal, all of Carthage. Classes are offered free of charge from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Monday and 
Tuesday at the Leake County Career-Technical Center, and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday at the Carthage Career Advancement Center. ECCC provides free classes at various loca-
tions in the College’s support district, which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston coun-
ties. For more information, contact Ryan Clarke, Director of Adult Basic Education and GED, 601-635-
6387 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 387. The e-mail address is rclarke@eccc.edu.   

SPECIAL TO ThE TOM-TOM
ECCC Adjunct Instructors – Leake County:  East Central Community College adjunct faculty mem-
bers from Leake County for 2012-13 include (from left) Teresa Gordon (math) of Madden, and Kim 
Fisher (math), Lisa Burnside (math) and Sherry Boone (English), all of Carthage. For more information 
on the College’s academic offerings, contact Dr. Teresa Houston, Vice President for Instruction, 601-
635-6202 or e-mail thouston@eccc.edu.   

SPECIAL TO ThE TOM-TOM
ECCC’s ABE/GED Instructors – Newton County: Serving as East Central Community College’s Adult 
Basic Education/GED-Preparation instructors in Newton County are (seated from left) Susan Neal of 
Union, and Jeanne Vares and Mary Burt, both of Newton; and (standing from left) Ed McGowan of Law-
rence, Robin Milling of Decatur and Bryan Burt of Newton. Classes are offered free of charge from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Thursday, and from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Monday and Tuesday in Ethridge 
Hall, Room 10, on the ECCC South Campus in Decatur. ECCC provides free classes at various loca-
tions in the College’s support district, which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston coun-
ties. For more information, contact Ryan Clarke, Director of Adult Basic Education and GED, 601-635-
6387 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 387. The e-mail address is rclarke@eccc.edu. 

SPECIAL TO ThE TOM-TOM
ECCC Adjunct Instructors- Newton County: East Central Community College adjunct faculty mem-
bers from Newton County for 2012-13 include (first row, from left) Tammie Vance (psychology) of Little 
Rock, Martha Graham (psychology) of Decatur, Jody Chaney (history) of Union, Lee Ann Williamson 
(math) of Decatur and Kimberly Perry (biology) of Newton; and (back row, from left) Jason McElhenney 
(history) of Union, Clancy Hamrick (math) of Little Rock, Chad Bond (history) of Hickory, and Lisa Addy 
(history) and Mark Rushford (emergency medical technician), both of Decatur. For more information 
regarding the College’s academic offerings, contact Dr. Teresa Houston, Vice President for Instruction, 
601-635-6202 or e-mail thouston@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO ThE TOM-TOM
ECCC’s Adjunct Faculty – Winston County: East Central Community College adjunct faculty mem-
bers from Winston County for 2012-13 include (front row, from left) Liscelle Smith (English/speech), 
Mary Ann Ballew (math) and Paula Stokes (Computer I and II), all of Louisville; and (back row, from left) 
Shonna Ryals (English) and Diane Carter (math), both of Louisville. For more information on the Col-
lege’s academic offerings, contact Dr. Teresa Houston, Vice President for Instruction, 601-635-6202 or 
e-mail thouston@eccc.edu. 

SPECIAL TO ThE TOM-TOM
ECCC ABE/GED Instructors – Winston County: Serving as East Central Community College’s Adult 
Basic Education/GED Preparation instructors in Winston County are (from left) Daphne Donald, Kay 
Ward, Shannon Smith and Shelby Varner, all of Louisville. Classes are offered free of charge from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m., and from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Monday and Tuesday at the ECCC Career Advancement Cen-
ter. ECCC offers free classes at various locations in the College’s support district, which includes Leake, 
Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties. For more information, contact Ryan Clarke, Director of 
Adult Basic Education and GED, 601-635-6387 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 387. The e-mail ad-
dress is rclarke@eccc.edu.

Reminder: Wear IDs at All Time!
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Warrior Athletics
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The most successful season 
in the program’s history came 
to an end Saturday, Oct. 20 
for the East Central Commu-
nity College men’s soccer team 
which fell 2-0 to host Pearl Riv-
er Community College in semi-
final action of the MACJC State 
Soccer Tournament held on the 
Poplarville campus.

The Soccer Warriors, who 
qualified for post-season play 
by sharing the MACJC North 
Division title with Holmes 
Community College at 5-2-1, 
completed the 2012 campaign 
with a 10-6-3 record and a third 
place finish in the MACJC 
under head coach Kenneth 
Thompson. Thompson was ob-
viously pleased with the Soccer 
Warriors’ success and their first 
appearance in the state tourna-
ment.  

“The Warriors lived up to 
their namesake by playing the 
way that they had all season 
long, from start to finish,” said 
Thompson, who started the Soc-
cer Warrior program in 1999. 
“They have been a great ex-
ample of what a Warrior truly 
is, from their determined play 
to great sportsmanship to out-
standing team support of each 
player and every player. They 
are to be commended for these 
qualities as well as their third 
place in the MACJC.”

Holmes edged Jones County 
1-0 in the other men’s semi-fi-
nal game.

In the women’s bracket, Pearl 
River defeated Hinds 5-0 and 
Jones County blanked Itawam-
ba 1-0 in double overtime.

Pearl River squads were vic-
torious in the championship fi-
nals held Sunday, Oct. 21. The 
Lady Wildcats defeated Jones 
County 2-0 and the Wildcats 
held on for a 4-2 decision over 
Holmes.

Soccer WarriorS  
Beat NWcc 

Clint McGraw’s goal late in 
second half action provided the 
playoff-bound ECCC men’s soc-
cer team with the winning mar-
gin in a 3-2 victory over division 
foe Northwest Mississippi Com-
munity College in the regular 
season finale held Oct. 16 on 
the Senatobia campus.

The Soccer Warriors im-
proved to 10-5-3 overall and 
finished tied with Holmes Com-
munity College for the MACJC 
North Division title with a 5-2-1 
mark.

McGraw’s game-winning goal 
came in the 72nd minute. He is 
a freshman forward from Tu-
pelo Christian. Will Thompson 
was credited with a scoring as-
sist. Thompson is a freshman 
forward and product of Newton 
County High School.

Drew Norman gave EC a 1-0 
lead on a direct free kick in the 
30th minute. Norman is a soph-
omore midfielder from Florence. 

Taylor Potter also scored for 
EC on an unassisted goal in the 
48th minute. Potter is a fresh-
man midfielder and product of 
the Mississippi School for Math 
and Science. 

Aaron Terrazas and Mu-
hamed Bojang scored for North-
west.

In the women’s contest, EC 
was edged by a 3-2 margin.

Morgan Luke and Kelsey 
Tadlock scored for the Lady 
Warriors, who finished 3-14 
and 2-6.

Luke’s goal came in the 61st 
minute and Tadlock tallied on 
an unassisted goal in the 62nd 
minute.

Tadlock was also credited 
with a scoring assist on Luke’s 
goal. Luke is a freshman mid-
fielder and Tadlock is a sopho-
more forward. Both are prod-
ucts of Newton County High 
School.

Warrior Soccer  
SquadS Beat HiNdS

ECCC’s soccer teams could 
not have scripted a better home 
finale as both squads posted 
wins over Hinds Community 
College in key MACJC North 
Division matchups held Oct.12.

The Lady Warriors claimed 
a 1-0 decision thanks to Tad-
lock’s unassisted goal in the 
45th minute, and Clint Mc-
Graw’s goal in 109th minute 

provided the Warriors with a 
hard-fought 2-1 win in double 
overtime.

The EC men, who improved 
to 9-5-3 overall and 4-2-1 in 
division competition, are ex-
pected to earn a first-ever berth 
in the state playoffs, scheduled 
Oct. 20-21 at Pearl River Com-
munity College in Poplarville.

Soccer coach Kenneth 
Thompson explains:

“We have not completely 
clinched a playoff berth yet, but 
the world would almost have to 
spin backwards for us not to go. 
The only way we do not go is 
if Hinds beats Holmes by three 
goals and we lose by three to 
Northwest….and we are going 
to make sure that does not hap-
pen! If Hinds wins and we win 
tomorrow at Northwest, then 
we will win the division.”

The Lady Warriors improved 
to 3-13 and 2-5 following the 
impressive victory.

McGraw received a scoring 
assist from Will Thompson. 
Thompson is a freshman for-
ward and product of Newton 
County High School.

Taylor Potter gave EC a 1-0 
lead with his goal in the 7th 
minute. Potter is a freshman 
midfielder from the Mississippi 
School for Math and Science. 
McGraw was credited with a 
scoring assist.

Hinds scored in the 23rd min-
ute on a goal by Wesley Brown 
in the 23rd minute. Cody Berry 
was credited with a scoring as-
sist.

Soccer WarriorS defeat 
itaWamBa 4-1

The ECCC men’s soccer team 
claimed a key MACJC North 
Division contest following their 
4-1 defeat of Itawamba Com-
munity College Oct. 10 in Tu-
pelo.

McGee Ledbetter scored 
twice and Drew Norman and 
Will Thompson added a goal 
each as the Soccer Warriors 
improved to 8-5-3 overall and 
3-2-1 in league play. EC is cur-
rently tied for second in the di-
vision.

Ledbetter scored his first goal 
in the 6th minute and received 
a scoring assist from Russ 
Thompson. Ledbetter is a soph-
omore forward/midfielder from 
Heritage Academy. Thompson 
is a freshman forward from 
Newton County.

Norman’s unassisted goal 
came in the 10th minute. Nor-
man is a sophomore midfielder 
from Florence.

Ledbetter scored his second 
goal in the 50th minute. Ron-
nie Tisdale was credited with 
a scoring assist. Tisdale is a 
sophomore midfielder/defender 
from Pascagoula.

Thompson’s unassisted goal 
came in the 77th minute. 
Thompson is a freshman for-
ward from Newton County.

In the women’s contest, EC 
was blanked 2-0. The Lady Soc-
cer Warriors are 2-13 overall 
and 1-5 in league play.

Soccer WarriorS  
defeat SoutHWeSt

Russ Thompson’s goal in 
overtime provided the East 
Central Community College 
men’s soccer team with a 2-1 
victory over Southwest Missis-
sippi Community College Sept. 
25.

With the win, the Soccer War-
riors improved to 5-3-2 overall. 
The squad has a 2-1-1 mark in 
the MACJC North Division.

Thompson’s game-winning 
kick came in the 98th minute 
of the non-division matchup. 

McGraw also scored for EC 
and sent the contest into over-
time with his goal in the 42nd 
minute. Tisdale and DeShawn 
Kitchens were credited with 
scoring assists. Tisdale is a 
sophomore midfielder/defender 
from Pascagoula and Kitchens 
is a sophomore forward from 
Florence.

Southwest took an early 1-0 
lead on a goal by Bryan Stew-
art-Bennett following a corner 
kick assist from Jonathon Mc-
Gonagle.

The Bears dropped to 1-6-1.
In the women’s contest, McK-

enzie Britt’s goal in the 67th 
minute cut the Southwest lead 
to 2-1 but the Lady Warriors 
could get no closer and fell to 

2-7 overall. The squad is 1-3 in 
league play.

Britt is a freshman midfield-
er from Florence. Tadlock and 
Bailey McElroy were credited 
with scoring assists. McElroy 
is a freshman forward from 
Clarkdale.

eccc Soccer SquadS  
Beat NortHWeSt

ECCC’s soccer squads regis-
tered impressive victories over 
Northwest Mississippi Com-
munity College Sept. 21.

The Lady Soccer Warriors 
and Warriors each posted 1-0 
shut outs in the key MACJC 
North Division matchups.

Tadlock made the game-win-
ning goal for the EC women 
who improved to 2-6 overall 
and 1-3 in league play. Paige 
Gower was credited with an 
assist. Gower is a freshman de-
fender from Clarkdale.

Russ Thompson provided the 
game-winning goal for the Soc-
cer Warriors, whose record now 
stands at 4-3-2 overall and 2-1-
1 in the division. McGraw was 
credited with an assist. 

Soccer Warriors Complete Successful Campaign

 2012 Culinary Arts Fundraiser 
 Hand-painted Oil on Canvas

16” Wide x 24” Tall 

This painting was donated from the estate of 

 an upstanding teacher who appreciated hands-on,  

well-rounded education.  The subject of the work  

is a Navajo Man in stern contemplation standing  

in the shadows of the Painted Desert, he is composed  

of finite brush strokes that lend a surreal quality to  

this ancient landscape. We are asking five dollars for

each raffle ticket, but would gladly accept any

donation towards building a garden to compliment  

our Culinary Arts Program. The winner will be  

picked the week of December 14th, 2012. 

 This is an artist rendering of the first stage for  

our proposed garden; a place to teach how to grow 

herbs, fruits and vegetables for home or work; 

broken down into sections which demonstrate 

techniques that can be used in any situation; made 

from materials donated by our community and 

tended by the hands of a new generation of chefs. 

We invite anyone (i.e. individuals, civic 

organizations or garden clubs) who would like to 

help us in this endeavor with labor, plants or 

materials, to contact Chef Karrh at 601-917-0440 or 

at school 601-635-6252. 

Russ Thompson’s Game-Winning Goal!: 
Russ Thompson (3) scores the game-winning 
goal on this kick in East Central Community 
College’s 2-1 overtime victory with South-
west Mississippi Community College Sept. 
25. Thompson’s clutch kick came in the 98th 
minute of the non-division matchup. The 
freshman forward is a product of Newton 
County High School. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Tadlock Leads EC to Victory: Kelsey Tadlock (17) helped lead the East Central Community College 
women’s soccer team to an impressive 1-0 upset victory over visiting Northwest Mississippi Community 
College, Sept. 21. Tadlock made the game-winning goal in the key MACJC North Division battle. Tad-
lock is a sophomore forward from Newton County High School. 



SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Golfers representing East Central Community 
College participated in the Hilton Garden Inn 
Fall Invitational held Oct. 29-30 at Windance 
Country Club in Gulfport and hosted by Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast Community College.

The Warrior linksters finished eighth with 
a two-day total of 642 (326-316) in the 36-hole 
event won by South Mountain (AZ), which post-
ed rounds of 311 and 294 for a 605 total.

Other participants and their respective scores 
include Faulkner University, 606 (315-291); 
Gulf Coast, 616 (317-299); Copiah-Lincoln, 623 
(322-301); Faulkner State CC, 628 (328-300); 
Rend Lake, 631 (329-302); Meridian, 641 (321-
320); and Andrew, 687 (341-346).

Scores for EC were 
Lee McDill of New-
ton, 156 (78-78); Saw-
yer Williams of El 
Dorado, AR, 159 (77-
82); Aaron Tucker of 
Carthage, 163 (82-
81); Shelby Patterson 
of Forest, 164 (89-75); 
Daniel Watkins of 
Springdale, AR, 176 
(87-89); and Evan 
Dowell of Carthage, 
187 (98-89).

Chris Clark serves 
as EC golf coach.
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STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   

EC Hoopsters Begin Season Nov. 1
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College’s basketball 
squads began season action by traveling to Co-
ahoma Community College Thursday, Nov. 1. 

The Lady Warriors and Warriors play four 
more games on the road before the home open-
er with Holmes Community College scheduled 
Monday, Nov. 12 in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. The women’s contest tips 
off at 6 p.m. followed by the men’s matchup at 
8 p.m.

Beginning his first year leading the Lady War-
riors is Crandal Porter, who led Newton High 
School squads to three state championships pri-
or to joining the ECCC staff.

His Lady Warrior 
team features five 
sophomores and six 
freshmen.

Returnees and their 
respective high schools 
include forwards El-
len Black (6-1) of Scott 
Central, Reneisha Ev-
ans (5-11) of Newton 
County and Jakela 
Johnson (6-1) of West 
Jones; and guards 
Xzandra Dowd (5-8) of 
Neville High School in 
Monroe, La., and Jai-
nah Matthew (5-8) of 

Arkansas High School 
in Texarkana.  

Newcomers are 
guards Tyneisa Mick-
ens (5-9) of Noxubee 
County, Taylor Bris-
ter (5-2) of Lawrence 
County, Tyler Hearn 
(5-5) of West Jones, 
Chelsea Campbell (5-
7) of Forest; and for-
wards Nakia Miller 
(5-10) of Louisville and 
Niya Hughes (5-9) of 
Forest.

Maurice Bowie be-
gins his seventh year 

as Warrior head coach.
Sophomore players and their respective high 

schools include guards TeJiminon Leatherwood 
(5-7) of Northridge (Ala.), Hakeem Wesley (6’) of 
Newton County; and forwards Akeem Toppin (6-
5) and Bobby Wrench (6-5), both of Columbus; 
Aquill Baynard (6-8) of Elsik High School, Hous-
ton, TX, Keivondre Watford (6-5), Tuscaloosa 
Central and Vodrick Lucious (6-6), Tuscaloosa 
County.

Freshmen include guards Chris Rhoney (6-1) 
of West Lauderdale, Jamere Eichelberger (6-1) 
of Louisville and Jakaris Coleman (6-1) of For-
est Hill, and forwards Walter Evans (6-3) of Hat-
tiesburg, Demarcus Clayton (6-5) of Bay Springs 
and Tyler Anderson (6-5) of Carver Military 
Academy, Chicago.PORTERBOWIE

TATE

CLARK

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Men’s Basketball Team: Ready to begin a successful 2012-13 campaign are the above mem-
bers of the East Central Community College men’s basketball team. Seated from left are manager 
LaRomeo McKee, a product of Scott Central High School; guards TeJiminon Leatherwood (3) of North-
ridge (Ala.) High School, Hakeem Wesley (14) of Newton County and Chris Rhoney (11) of West Lau-
derdale; forwards Walter Evans (15) of Hattiesburg and Demarcus Clayton (20) of Bay Springs; guards 
Jamere Eichelberger (22) of Louisville and Jakaris Coleman (31) of Forest Hill; and manager Michael 
Taylor of Hattiesburg. Standing from left are assistant coach Devarus “Scooter” Walker; manager Mi-
chael McCullum, Bay Springs; forwards Bobby Wrench (21) of Columbus, Tyler Anderson (25) of Carver 
Military Academy in Chicago, Vodrick Lucious (34) of Tuscaloosa County, Aquill Baynard (23) of Elsik 
High School, Houston, Texas; Akeem Toppin (10) of Columbus and Keivondre Watford (32) of Tusca-
loosa County; manager Rosco Spires of Forest Hill and head coach Maurice Bowie. The Warriors begin 
home action Monday, Nov. 12, when they battle Holmes Community College at 8 p.m. in the Brackeen-
Wood Physical Education Building.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Women’s Basketball Team: Planning on another successful season are the above members 
of the 2012-13 East Central Community College women’s basketball team. Seated from left are guards 
Chelsea Campbell (15) of Forest High School, Tyler Hearn (12) of West Jones, Taylor Brister (11) of 
Lawrence County and Tynesia Mickens (4) of Noxubee County, and forward Niya Hughes (23) of Forest. 
Standing from left are managers Ashley Lyle of Scott Central and Blake Gordon of Philadelphia; guard 
Xzandra Dowd (24), Neville High School, Monroe, La; forwards Reneisha Evans (30) of Newton County, 
Ellen Black (5) of Scott Central and Jakela Johnson (34) of West Jones; guard Jaianah Matthew (25) of 
Arkansas High School, Texarkana; forward Nakia Miller (10) of Louisville; and managers LeKeya Brown 
of Wayne County and Pasha Williams of Scott Central. Not pictured are head coach Crandal Porter and 
assistant Kotreece Bender.

Warriors Sack Hunger Project
By EMILy MARLER

Staff Writer

With the “Season for Giving” approaching, 
the East Central Central 
Community College foot-
ball team is giving in a 
big way.  

The Warriors’ Sack 
Hunger project is an at-
tempt by the players and 
the coaching staff to give 
back to the surrounding 
community.  

“The team is joining ef-
forts with the local pan-
tries, kitchens, and their 
affiliations by providing 
non-perishable food items 
for these non-profit or-
ganizations,” said Coach 
Donovan Tate.  

This project will aid 
these organizations to feed hungry families this 
winter.  

If you would like to 
help the Warrior foot-
ball team make a dif-
ference you can donate 
non-perishables at four 
different locations: the 
campus police office, 
Bracken-Wood Gym, 
Student Services and 
the Public Information 
Office.  The last day to 
donate will be Friday, 
November 9.  

The project will con-
clude with volunteers 
serving at the Hickory 
Baptist Kitchen on No-
vember 14.  

Coach Tate said, “Sack Hunger has been well- 
received thus far by the East Central communi-
ty.”  

Coach Tate and the football team appreciate 
all efforts made and hope for more donations as 
the end of the drive approaches.  Please give back 
this holiday season by aiding the Warrior football 
team.  

EMILY MARLER
Staff Writer

ECCC Golfers Participate in Gulf  Coast Tourney

We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization  

to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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Warrior Athletics
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Players and coaches have 
come and gone, but one person 
that remains a constant along 
the sidelines of East Central 
Community College’s Warrior 
Field is Don Cooper. The 2012 
season marks 50 years that 
Cooper has been marking first 
downs for the Warriors’ home 
games as part of the chain crew, 
and the 74-year-old isn’t ready 
to give it up anytime soon.

He was honored Thursday, 
October 18, during the War-
riors’ home football finale with 
Pearl River. 

Cooper played football and 
basketball at Decatur High 
School and was a member of 
the 1956 Warrior football team 
lead by Coach Clayton Blount. 
But it was a few years later 
in 1962 when then coach Dan 
Chatwood recruited him as a 
member of the “chain gang.”

“Coach Chatwood and I were 
friends. We would sometimes 
travel to football games togeth-
er. When he was coaching at the 
College he asked me if I would 
help with the chains and I did. 
I had helped run it a few times 
earlier and came on board full 
time with Bill Mashburg and 
Roy Bridenger in ‘62.”

Since that time, Cooper says 
he has worked alongside many 
different people. His current 
crew includes his son, Monty, 
along with Chris Hollingsworth 
and Charles Mitchell.

“My son, Monty, has been 
helping me for the past 22 
years. Chris has been with us 
nine or 10 years and Charles 
for about five years. We pick 
up substitutes along the way 
sometimes if someone is sick,” 
he added.

One would think in 50 years 
that Cooper would have missed 
a few games, but he says he can 
not remember when.

“I’ve never missed a game be-
cause I was sick,” he said. “The 
Lord’s been good to me in that 

respect. I can’t remember miss-
ing for any other reason, but I’m 
not sure. I don’t ever remember 
missing a game.”

In order to train additional 
help, Cooper will sometimes 
ask others to work the box for 
him, although he is still on the 
sidelines leading the crew. But 
there are times even when he 
plans to have a substitute that 
it doesn’t work out.

“I played in a golf tournament 
in Philadelphia one Thurs-
day afternoon. I had planned 
to have someone fill in for me 
that night at the ball game, but 
they didn’t show up. So after 27 
holes of golf and working chains 
at the game, I was pretty worn 
out. But I made it.”

In the beginning, Cooper 
said he would have to comb the 
stands to find help, but thanks 
to Mickey Vance, ECCC Vice 
President for Business Opera-
tions, that’s not much of a prob-
lem any more.

 “When I started, we were not 
paid. Our only compensation 
was we were admitted to the 
game free of charge and back 
then it was $2 to get in. It was 
hard to find someone to work 
three or four hours for a $2 ad-
mission fee.  So when Mickey 
came to work at East Central, 
I asked him about paying the 
guys a little something and he 
agreed. He is probably the rea-
son I’m still at this job today. 
He made it much easier to find 
help.”

“Mr. Cooper has been a friend 
of mine for many years,” Vance 
said. “He is dependable on the 
field and off.  I never have to 
worry about whether we will 
have a chain crew to show up 
for a football game.  Mr. Cooper 
always takes care of that.”

The chain crew works with 
the line referee. They handle 
the first down measuring chain 
and the down indicator box. 
When the referee signals, they 
move the chains and/or the box. 
It used to be they had to work 

around everyone on the side-
lines. But, a few years ago, the 
area between the sidelines and 
the coaches’ box was extend-
ed to make more room for the 
chains and the officials, a move 
that Cooper said has made 
it easier to maneuver up and 
down the field.

“It has definitely helped,” he 
said. “It keeps people out of the 
way and helps us get down the 
field quicker. The officials do a 
good job of keeping people out 
of the way also.

“The refs have been pretty 
nice through the years. Of 
course, I’ve been pulling the 
chains longer than most of them 
have been refereeing. I did have 
one, not too long ago, that said 

he was in his 48th year as an 
official. But I’ve been doing this 
for 50!”

Cooper admitted that his 
longtime job is not as much fun 
when the Warriors are behind 
on the scoreboard, but he said 
the real excitement happens 
during the come-from-behind 
victories that he has seen many 
times. One such occasion was 
this season.

“One of the most interesting 
games I’ve seen was just this 
year when we played Hinds. We 
really thought they had lost it, 
but the guys played a good game 
and came back for the win. It’s 
hard to work those chains when 
you are losing, but those kinds 
of wins are exciting!”

Another interesting part of 
the game is the visiting coach-
es. With the chain crew always 
on the visitors’ sideline, Coo-
per has heard his fair share of 
rants and raves. Again, Hinds 
provides the setting for the one 
that stands out the most.

“Back a few years ago, Coach 
(Gene) Murphy’s (Hinds’ head 
coach) wife (Dot) was the re-
ceivers coach for Hinds. I don’t 
know if she called the wrong 
play or missed a call, but he 
was really fussing at her. I 
thought we might have a fight 
right there on the sidelines. It 
sure made me wonder what 
their conversations were like 
when they got home!”

Although he celebrated five 

decades on the job this year, 
Cooper says he is already mak-
ing plans for 51.

“I just enjoy football,” Coo-
per said. “I have enjoyed every 
minute of this job and I get a 
close-up view of the game from 
the sidelines. I have met a lot of 
people and it’s been a very good 
experience. I plan to be back 
next year.”

Cooper is retired from the 
Mississippi Highway Depart-
ment following 37 years service. 
He has been married 52 years 
to the former Martha McAli-
ster, also an EC alumnus. They 
have three sons, Monty, Lance 
and Brian, all alumni of East 
Central; and three grandchil-
dren.

COOPER

Cooper Marks Half-Century on Warrior Sidelines

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM

Results from the 2012 East 
Central Community College 
Homecoming Tennis Tour-
nament were announced by 
tournament chairman Dianne 
O’Neill, EC tennis coach.

In men’s doubles, Colton 
Amis of Decatur and Scooter 
Walker of Hickory claimed the 
top prize by defeating Steve 
and Brandon St. Clair of Deca-
tur, 8-3.

Levi French and Will Mar-
ston, both of Union, won the 
consolation bracket by defeat-

ing Andrew Hanna of Union 
and Hunter Mayo of Carthage, 
11-8 in a tie-breaker.

Brandon Huddleston of Little 
Rock and Will Stewart of De-
catur won the second consola-
tion by defeating Chad Bond of 
Hickory and Kerry Huddleston 
of Little Rock, 8-4.

In mixed doubles, Cassie 
Munn of Decatur teamed with 
Josh Peoples of Carthage 
claimed the top spot by edging 
Phillip Savell of Philadelphia 
and Nan Hartness of Louisville 
by an 8-6 margin.

Winning runner-up hon-

ors were Pete and Sara Beth 
Mazzella of Lake, and Blake 
Cochran and Haley Chapman, 
both of Lake.

Tournament participants 
receiving the “oldest alumni” 
awards were Wes Kight of Na-
nih Waiya, Terry Huddleston of 
Little Rock and Cassie Munn of 
Decatur.

Munn also shared top honors 
in the fastest serve competition 
with Josh Peoples. Both had 
serves clocked in excess of 90 
miles per hour.

The annual event was held 
Sept. 28 at ECCC tennis courts.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM TOM

Tim Anderson is not only be-
ginning his sophomore season 
as a standout member of East 
Central Community College’s 
baseball team, he is also con-
sidered one of the top baseball 
prospects in the nation, accord-
ing to at least one national pub-
lication.

Anderson, a 6-1, 180-pound 
short stop/outfielder from Tus-
caloosa, Ala., is included in the 
2012 Jayhawk League Top 20 
Prospect List.

The competition is a colle-
giate wooden bat league held 
in the summer. Anderson was 
a member of Dodge City A’s 
in Dodge City, Kansas, and 
posted impressive statistics: a 
.352 batting average with eight 
home runs, two triples, 14 dou-
bles and 39 RBIs. He was also 
successful on 32 of 39 stolen 
base attempts.

Anderson was one of only two 
players from Mississippi colleg-
es and universities and colleg-
es included in the prestigious 
ranking.

ECCC head baseball coach 
Neal Holliman said Anderson 
is “very worthy” of the special 
recognition.

“We are very excited for Tim 
and for our program to have the 
recognition,” said Holliman. “As 
we continue to build our pro-
gram, more and more national 
recognition arises. Thanks to 
the commitment from our play-
ers and coaches to recruit such 
high quality players and stu-
dents, our baseball program 
continues to be recognized for 
its success. We congratulate 
Tim and appreciate what all 
our players have done to make 
our program receive attention 
from the national media.”

Anderson batted .362 for the 
Diamond Warriors in 2012. He 
belted four home runs, a triple, 

nine doubles and was credited 
with 39 RBIs. He was success-
ful on all 30 stolen base at-
tempts.

He is a product of Hillcrest 
High School in Tuscaloosa.

Diamond Warrior Among 
Top College Prospects

ECCC Announces Homecoming Tennis Tourney Winners

ANDERSON

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, efficient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety first when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to find or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, flashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to find the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus 
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Cooper Honored for 50 Years Service to ECCC: East Central 
Community College alumnus Don Cooper (right) of Decatur was 
presented a plaque of appreciation during the home football finale 
for his 50 years of service as a member of the Chain Crew for War-
rior football games. Cooper, who was a member of the 1956 East 
Central football team, began marking “first downs” for home football 
games in 1962, when then coach Dan Chatwood asked him to join 
Bill Mashburg and Roy Bridenger on the sidelines.  Mr. Cooper is 
retired from the Mississippi Highway Department and has been 
married for 52 years to the former Martha McMcAlister, also an EC 
graduate. They have three sons: Monty, Lance and Brian; and three 
grandchildren. Monty assists him on the chain crew, along with Chris 
Hollingsworth and Charles Mitchell. At left is College President Dr. 
Billy Stewart who presented Cooper with a  plaque and a football 
signed by members of the 2012 Warrior football team.

Reminder: Wear IDs at All Time!
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Warrior Athletics
Warriors Finish Season 3-6

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Season competition came to an end 
for the East Central Community Col-
lege Warriors who were 41-0 homecom-
ing victims of Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College on a cold, windy 
and overcast on October 27 at A.L. May 
Stadium on the Perkinston campus.

EC finished 3-6 overall and 2-4 in the 
MACJC South Division under fourth-
year head coach Brian Anderson, while 
division winner Gulf Coast improved to 
8-1 and 6-1. 

Gulf Coast took a commanding 34-0 
lead at halftime and added a final tally 
in the fourth stanza as the Warriors 
suffered their first shutout since a 23-0 
defeat to Southwest in 2003.

Bulldog quarterback Clint Hat-
ten accounted for three scores, as the 
sophomore from Stone County had 
touchdown strikes to JoJo Snell for 42 
yards,  Byron James for five yards and 
Dhaquille Williams for 30 yards. Snell 
and James are both Moss Point High 
School products and Williams hails 
from East St. John in Laplace, La. Hat-
ten also connected with Williams for a 
two-point conversion. 

Running back Detrick Goff also found 
pay dirt for the Bulldogs, as he scored 
on a one-yard plunge in the first period 
and a three-yard scamper in the final 
stanza. Goff is a product of Hancock 
High School.

The Bulldog defense also found the 
end zone, as Elijah Hughes scooped up 
a fumble following a high snap to War-
rior punter Austin Franklin of Petal 
and carried the pigskin 12 yards to pay 
dirt. Hughes is a product of Elizabeth 
(N.J.) High School.

Freshman kicker Stephen Braucle of 
Gulfport made three of five PATs.

Sophomores Brock Hall and Zak 
Thrasher shared quarterbacking du-
ties for the Warriors. 

Hall completed seven of 19 passes 
for 75 yards and had one interception. 
His longest completion was to Georgio 
Grace, which covered 48 yards. Hall 
is a product of Paul W. Bryant High 
School in Tuscaloosa. Grace hails from 
Philadelphia High School.

Thrasher, a New Hope High School 
product, completed three of six passes 
for 14 yards and also had an intercep-
tion.

Freshman running back Martin 
Johnson led EC’s rushing attack with 
21 carries for 81 yards. His longest run 
went 34 yards. Johnson is a product of 
Philadelphia High School.

Hall had 11 carries for 22 yards.
Franklin averaged 32 yards on four 

punts. His longest effort went 43 yards.
Gulf Coast had 232 yards rushing 

and 176 yards passing for a 408 total.
Warriors Fall to Pearl river 

37-7 in Home Finale
Hopes for a winning season faded 

early October 18 for the Warriors who 
were unable to overcome a 17-0 half-
time deficit, turnovers, penalties and a 
Pearl River Community College offen-
sive attack led by sophomore quarter-
back Dylan Favre, a nephew of former 
NFL star Brett Favre.

Although the Warriors trimmed the 
deficit to 17-7 early in the third stanza 
on Johnson’s electrifying 75-yard scam-
per to pay dirt, EC could get no closer 
and fell 37-7 on Sophomore Apprecia-
tion Night at Bailey Stadium.

The recognition of Warrior sopho-
mores during pre-game activities was 
preceded by delivery of the game ball 
by an Air Evac Lifeteam helicopter, 
which landed at midfield. Flight nurse 
and EC alumnus Courtney Townsend 
of Forest presented the game ball to 
EC President Dr. Billy Stewart. She 
was accompanied by paramedic Brian 
Taylor of Conehatta, also an EC alum-
nus. The medical helicopter is based in 
Demopolis, Ala., and services most of 
Mississippi and Alabama.

On a perfect night for football, EC’s 
offense had more than its share of mis-
fortunes and was unable to take advan-
tage of early scoring opportunities.

Freshman kicker Austin Franklin of 
Petal was wide left on his 43-yard field 
goal attempt with 7:14 left in the first 
period, and another scoring threat was 
nixed on EC’s subsequent possession 
when a pass from Hall was intercepted 
in the end zone by Wildcat defensive 
back Travonte Fenton of Oak Grove 
late in the first stanza and returned to 
the PRC 11 yard line. 

The Wildcats took advantage of the 
Warrior miscue with an 89-yard, 10-
play drive, capped by Favre’s four-yard 
TD toss to wide receiver Kris Riley of 
Orange Park, Fla. The drive was aided 
by a 41-yard jaunt by running back 
Cheeto Johnson of Forrest County AHS 
to the EC 29 followed by a roughing-
the-passer penalty which gave the visi-
tors first and goal at the Warrior seven. 
Brandon King of Florence connected on 

the first of his four PATs. 
Pearl River stretched is lead to 14-0 

on a 69-yard halfback pass from Darius 
Holder of Lumberton to wide receiver 
Akeem Pollard of Petal with 6:20 left 
before halftime.  The tally followed de-
fensive back Leon Carlton’s intercep-
tion of a Hall pass at the Pearl River 
six. Carlton is from Hoover, Ala.

The Wildcats closed out first-half 
scoring on Mike Allizzo’s 31-yard field 
goal with three seconds left. Allizzo is 
an Ocean Springs product.

EC closed the scoring gap to 17-7 on 
Johnson’s 75-yard scamper to begin the 
second half. Franklin added the PAT.

The Wildcats responded with Favre’s 
51-yard scramble to pay dirt on third 
and seven with 10:49 left in the third 
stanza. Favre is a Mississippi State 
University transfer and product of St. 
Stanislaus High School.

Now down 24-7, EC took possession 
on its 26 yard-line and quickly drove 
to the Pearl River 13, highlighted by 
Hall’s 22-yard strike to wide receiver 
Keivondre Watford of Tuscaloosa Cen-
tral to the Wildcat 39. Hall’s 12-yard 
scramble and subsequent penalty for 
a late hit set up a scoring opportunity 
at the 13. But the drive stalled and 
Franklin’s 37-yard field goal attempt 
was wide left with 6:42 still remaining 
in the third.

The Wildcats padded their lead to 
31-7 on the ensuing possession, with 
Favre connecting with Johnson on a 
six-yard TD pass with just over three 
minutes left in the third quarter. 

EC tried a little trickery on the en-
suing kickoff with Johnson emerging 
from a cluster of players for an 81-
yard run to the PRC 14, but the play 
was nullified due to an illegal forward 
handoff, according to officials.

The Warriors began possession on 
their three-yard-line as a result of the 
penalty but quickly drove into Wildcat 
territory thanks to Hall’s 55-yard com-
pletion to Ricky Hunt of North Panola. 
But the Warriors later fumbled and 
Pearl River took possession at its 38. 

Pearl River took advantage of the 
miscue with Allizzo’s 40-yard field goal 
early in the final stanza.

The game’s final points came on 
King’s 35-yard field goal with 6:27 left, 
set up by Wildcat Emmanuel Ray’s in-
terception of a Thrasher pass at the EC 
32-yard line. Ray is from Lumberton. 

Hall completed nine of 26 passes 
for 139 yards and three interceptions. 
Thrasher connected one of five at-
tempts for 12 yards and had one pick.

Hunt was the top receiver with five 
catches for 72 yards. Watford had two 
grabs for 43 yards.

Johnson was the leading rusher with 
12 carries for 143 yards and one score.

Johnny Beamon had 17 carries for 
81 yards. Beamon is a product of New 
Hope High School.

Hall rushed 10 times for 39 yards.
Franklin averaged 37 yards on three 

punts.
EC was assessed 11 times for 95 

yards and Pearl River was penalized 
nine times for 100 yards.

Favre completed 17 of 28 passes 
for 200 yards and two scores. Holder 
completed one pass for 69 yards and a 
touchdown.

Jones was the top receiver with six 
catches for 94 yards.

Cheeto Johnson was the Wildcats’ 
top rusher with 20 carries for 91 yards.

Linebacker Cory Houck led the EC 
defensive with seven tackles. Houck is 
a product of Union County (Fla.) High 
School.

Defensive lineman Martaze Jack-
son of Demopolis was credited with six 
tackles.

eC Warriors sPoil Delta  
HomeComing, 31-0

Hall threw for two scores and the 
Warrior defense completely shut down 
the Mississippi Delta Community Col-
lege offensive attack in cruising 31-0 
over the Trojans Oct. 13 on the Moor-
head campus.

EC improved to 3-4 following the 
non-division victory, while Delta 
dropped its homecoming battle and 
fell to 0-7.

Anderson was especially proud of 
his team’s shut-out victory. 

“I just cannot say enough about our 
players’ efforts,” said Anderson in a 
post-game interview. “This team fig-
ured out the importance of playing to-
gether as ‘one’ about four weeks ago 
and haven’t looked back. This squad is 
special to me in the fact that they have 
bought into the team concept, which a 
lot of junior colleges don’t ever seem 
to do.”

Anderson had special praise for the 
defensive unit, which held Delta to 
under 100 yards rushing and allowed 
no passing yards – a statistic that ob-
viously belongs in the record book.

“I don’t care if you’re playing Pee 

Wee football, a shut out is special. But 
when you consider the athletes that 
this league has, today was even more 
remarkable,” he said. “In fact, this was 
the first shut out East Central has had 
since 2005 (26-0 win over East MS). 
This afternoon we scored on defense, 
had a goal line stand and pitched a 
shut out – it was a great effort! I was 
pleased with our offense as well, aside 
from a couple of turnovers. Our spe-
cial teams were solid today – kicking, 
punting and coverage-wise. I thought 
we got better today as a team.” 

It was the defense that scored first 
for the Warriors, as freshman defen-
sive back Deante Lawrence intercept-
ed Delta quarterback Justin Leavy 
and returned the pigskin 38 yards to 
pay dirt with 11:36 remaining in the 
opening stanza. Leavy’s pass was de-
flected by defensive back Desmond 
Brown and Lawrence completed the 
pick-six. Austin Franklin of Petal con-
nected on the first on his four PATs for 
the day.  

Lawrence is a product of Prattville 
(Ala.) High School and Brown hails 
from Cherokee County (Ala.) High 
School.

Delta threatened to score later in 
the period following a Warrior muffed 
punt that gave the Trojans possession 
at the EC eight yard line. But the EC 
defense held and regained possession 
following a Delta fumble on the 12 
yard line.

The turnover obviously inspired the 
Warrior offense, as Hall led the squad 
on a 14-play, 88-yard drive capped by 
his 32-yard TD strike to wide receiver 
Kyle Koch with 13:50 remaining until 
halftime. Koch is a product of Calva-
ry Christian School in Meridian. The 
scoring march was aided by a rough-
ing-the-punter penalty that gave EC 
possession on the Delta 43.

EC stretched its lead to 21-0 on 
Hall’s 28-yard TD toss to Ricky Hunt 
with 1:58 left before the break. Hunt 
is from North Panola High School. The 
one-play drive was set up by a Trojan 
20-yard punt.

The Warriors had threatened to 
score on the previous drive but a 
turnover gave Delta possession on its 
three-yard-line.

The Warriors continued their domi-
nance of Delta by scoring on the first 
possession of the second half – a three-
yard run by Beamon. The six-play, 68-
yard march was highlighted by Hall’s 
49-yard pass to Hunt to the three-
yard-line.

The Trojans, now down 28-0, drove 
into Warrior territory on their next 
possession but the threat ended when 
linebacker Layton Holcomb of Oak 
Grove intercepted Leavy’s pass on the 
EC 42.

The Warriors would later turn 
the ball over deep in Delta territory, 
ending a scoring opportunity at the 
18-yard-line late in third period ac-
tion.

EC’s final points of the day came 
midway in the fourth quarter on 
Franklin’s 31-yard field goal, capping 
a 15-play, 83-yard march. 

Franklin also had an effective day 
at punter as he averaged 45 yards on 
four attempts. His longest effort cov-
ered 47 yards.

Hall finished the day by completing 
seven of 11 passes for 159 yards and 
the two scores. 

Beamon was the top rusher with 21 
carries for 81 yards.

Hunt was the top receiver with two 
grabs for 78 yards and a touchdown.

Warriors rally For stunning 
26-21 HomeComing Win

“You have just moved a mountain,” 
Anderson told his players after their 
stunning 26-21 homecoming victory 
over Hinds Community College Sept. 
29 at Bailey Stadium.

 “We just caught a dream,” Ander-
son later commented in a post-game 
interview. “This team was not sup-
posed to beat these guys, but our play-
ers didn’t know that…you couldn’t tell 
them that!”

Although the Warriors trailed 21-6 
at halftime, Anderson said he was 
confident East Central would emerge 
the victor in the key MACJC South 
Division match-up played mostly dur-
ing a light drizzle on the overcast day.

“I never thought about losing the 
game – it did not even cross my mind,” 
said the fourth-year head coach. 
“When the ‘sack’ happened (to clinch 
the victory) it was total jubilation, to-
tal relief…it was unreal!”

The “sack” to which Anderson re-
ferred came as Hinds faced fourth and 
nine on the EC 18 with 36 seconds 
remaining and the Warriors clinging 
to the five-point advantage. A host 
of Warrior defenders corralled Eagle 
quarterback Christopher Nelson for 
a 12-yard loss as he dropped back to 

pass. 
The celebration soon began for the 

Warriors who improved to 2-3 over-
all and more importantly 2-1 in divi-
sion play. The previously nationally- 
ranked Eagles dropped to 2-3 and 0-3.

The “sack” followed another impres-
sive defensive stand for the Warriors 
highlighted by Houck’s tackle of Eagle 
running back Darryan Ragsdale for a 
one-yard loss on fourth and one at the 
EC four-yard line. Houck had his fin-
est day as a Warrior with 16 tackles, 
including three stops for minus yard-
age. 

EC’s defense “came alive” in the sec-
ond half and shut down the Hinds of-
fensive attack after allowing 21 points 
in the first two quarters. No doubt the 
Warriors were inspired by Johnson’s 
67-yard touchdown jaunt in early 
fourth quarter action, which gave EC 
the lead for good at 26-21.

Johnson had only one other carry 
for three yards. He subbed for top 
rusher Keshun Shipp who was injured 
while breaking a tackle on a running 
play with 9:48 left before halftime. 
Shipp left the game with 13 carries 
for 76 yards, most of which came on 
EC’s first scoring drive. He spent the 
second half on the sidelines using a 
crutch and wearing a protective boot 
for his injured foot.

“It was a big blow to lose Shipp,” 
said Anderson of the 5-9, 215-pound 
sophomore from Olive Branch. “There 
again, we weren’t supposed to beat a 
team like this…we weren’t supposed 
to be able to do it without him, but we 
did!”

EC took an early lead in the division 
battle when Hall tallied the first of 
his two scores on a four-year run with 
6:14 left in the opening stanza. 

Hall, who is also one of EC’s top re-
ceivers, shares quarterbacking duties 
with Thrasher due to the loss of season 
starter Colton Kane who is recovering 
from a foot injury in his hometown of 
Pensacola, Fla., and has withdrawn 
from classes.

Franklin’s PAT was not successful. 
The impressive 96-yard, 14-play 

drive was highlighted by several long 
runs from Shipp who was credited 
with 44 yards on five carries.

Hinds responded with a score late 
in the period on Nelson’s 57-yard TD 
strike to wide receiver Quantavious 
Leslie of Jackson Callaway. Nelson 
is a product of Theodore (Ala.) High 
School. Tyler Poe of Pearl connected 
on the first of his three PATs.

The Eagles stretched their lead to 
21-6 during the second period – first 
on Nelson’s 23-yard TD toss to wide 
receiver Keithon Redding of Columbia 
with 10:46 left, and later on Ragsdale’s 
14-yard scamper with 51 seconds left 
before the break.

EC took the ensuing kickoff and 
quickly found itself in scoring position 
after Hall’s 38-yard pass to Freeman 
Gray of Tunica Academy to the Hinds 

39. But the drive ended when Hall 
was intercepted by Gaige Washington 
of Clinton at the Eagle 25-yard-line.

Hinds threatened to extend its 21-6 
lead midway in the third period but 
Poe’s 26-yard field goal attempt was 
blocked by defensive lineman Vodrick 
Lucious of Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County 
High School.

The Warrior offense responded to 
Houck’s standout defensive play with 
another score as Hall raced down 
sideline on a 55-yard sprint to the end 
zone with 5:12 left in the third period. 
Franklin’s PAT was not successful but 
EC closed the gap to 21-12.

The Warrior defense would again 
stop the Hinds offensive attack as 
defensive back Desmond Brown in-
tercepted Nelson’s pass on the EC 
25-yard-line with four minutes re-
maining in the third stanza.

EC’s offense took advantage of the 
opportunity by driving 75 yards in 13 
plays with freshman running back 
Beamon crossing the goal line from 
six yards out early in the final period. 
Franklin’s PAT cut the lead to 21-19.

The Warriors took the lead for good 
on Johnson’s 67-yard gallop to pay 
dirt and EC’s defense kept the Eagles 
at bay for the rest of the game.

STATS
EC had 15 first downs compared to 

22 for Hinds.
The Warriors had 227 yards rushing 

and 170 yards passing for a 397 total. 
Hinds had 385 total yards (147 rush-
ing, 238 passing).

Hall completed seven of 15 passes 
for 121 yards. Thrasher was six of 14 
for 49 yards.

Although he left the game early in 
the second period, Shipp was EC’s top 
rusher with 13 carries for 76 yards. 
Johnson had two carries for 70 yards 
and a score. Hall rushed seven times 
for 41 yards and scored twice.

Nelson completed 18 of 30 passes for 
221 yards for two scores and one inter-
ception.

Ragsdale led Hinds rushers with 
102 yards on 22 carries and one score

Franklin averaged 35 yards on six 
punts. Poe punted five times for a 41-
yard average.

EC was penalized 13 times for 105 
yards; Hinds, 15 penalties for 160 
yards.

As previously mentioned, Houck led 
in tackles with 16. Other top defend-
ers were Jackson, seven tackles and 
two quarterback sacks; Blake Graves 
of Presbyterian Christian, six tackles; 
Bradley Dorsey of Morton and De-
marius Peagues of Oxford, five tack-
les each; and Kalvin Smith of Newton 
County, Vodrick Lucious of Tuscaloo-
sa County, Deante Lawrence of Prat-
tville (Ala.) High School, Ben Brooks 
of Northeast Lauderdale and Steven 
Fuller of Kemper County, four tackles 
each. Lucious was also credited with 
a blocked field goal and made three 
tackles for minus yardage.

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm
Johnson Leads ECCC Rushers: Martin Johnson (17) was the workhorse for East 
Central Community College’s rushing attack against Pearl River Community Col-
lege October 18 as he compiled 143 yards on 12 carries and provided the Warriors 
with their only score - a 75-yard scamper to pay dirt to begin second half action. 
Johnson is a freshman from Nahih Waiya High School. 
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Warrior Athletics

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC 5K Run Overall Winner!: Jesse Vaughn of Decatur took top honors in the annual East Central 
Community College Homecoming 5K Run/Walk held September 29. A member of the East Central 
Warrior soccer team, Vaughn finished with a time of 17:57. The overall female winner was Nina LaBue 
of Decatur who completed the event in a time of 21:52. ECCC social science instructor Dr. Philip Cren-
shaw served as race director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC 5K Run Winners: These runners took top honors in the annual East Central Community College 
Homecoming 5K Run/Walk held September 29. First place winners include (seated, from left) Jesse 
Vaughn of Decatur, Overall Winner; Mike Thraikil of Hickory, Overall Masters Male (age 40-50); Lanette 
Hanna of Union, Overall Masters Female; Howard Crenshaw of Newton, Overall Grand Masters Male 
(age 50+), Teresa Tillman of Union, Overall Grand Masters Female; Dylan Barnett of Decatur (Ages 
0-12 Male) and Kayla Baucum of Newton (Ages 0-12 Female); and (back row, from left) McGee Ledbet-
ter of Columbus (Ages 13-19 Male), Miguel Lewis of Forest (Ages 20-29 Male), Rachel Field of Decatur 
(Ages 20-29 Female), Hal Thompson of Decatur (Ages 30-39 Male), Tamara Gentry of Canton (Ages 
30-39 Female), J.P. Watson of Philadelphia (Ages 40-49 Male) and Lori McMullan of Decatur (Ages 
40-49 Female). Not pictured are Nina LaBue of Conehatta, Overall Female; Tabby LaBue of Conehatta 
(Ages 13-19 Female) and Todd Wall of Brandon (Ages 50-59 Male). Vaughn finished with a time of 
17:57. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Win ECCC 5K Walk Honors: Taking top honors in the Walkers Division of the annual East Central 
Community College Homecoming 5K Walk/Run were (from left) Pam Steverson, first place, retired 
ECCC President Dr. Phil Sutphin and his wife, Peggy, of Decatur who tied for second place.

Participate in EC Alumni Baseball Game: These current and 
former Warrior athletes participated in an Alumni Baseball Game held 
September 29 as part of Homecoming activities at ECCC. Pictured 
are (front row, from left) current Diamond Warrior team members 
Cjouante McMillian of Hamilton, Maxwell Harmon of Enterprise, Kyle 
Henson of Ackerman, Fernando Gonzalez of Guaynabo, Puerto 
Rico; Brady McBride of Laurel, Caleb McKee of Philadelphia, Xzavier 
Franklin of Decatur, Terrance Steele of Philadelphia, Jake Bush of 
West Blocton, Ala.; and Cody Sartin of Magee; (second row, from left) 
Diamond Warriors Cody Parks (student assistant) of Louisville and 
Jordan Mixon of Maben, alumni Chris Parkman of Harvest, Ala.; Tyler 
Brant of Southaven, Drew Kenna of Forest, Alan Ware and Jordan 
Robinson, both of Union; Toby Pinson of Little Rock, Joel McKee of 
Philadelphia, Hal Thompson of Decatur and Evan Humphries of Lou-
isville; and Diamond Warriors Zach May of Decatur and Slater Lott 
(student assistant) of Meridian; (third row, from left) head coach Neal 
Holliman, Diamond Warrior Tyler Hendrix of Cumberland, alumnus 
Luke Walker of Collinsville, Diamond Warrior Channing Darty of Hat-
tiesburg, alumni Jay McLendon and Ron Perkins, both of Louisville, 
Timothy Maloney of Yazoo City, Jack Edmonson (assistant coach) of 
Nanih Waiya, Josh Lafferty of Quitman, Chad Gosselin of Flowood, 
Kevin Harris of Newton, Steven Barnes of Folsom, La.; Robert West-
brook of Little Rock, and Kylie Ming and Brock Ward, both of Louis-
ville; Diamond Warriors Hunter Graham of Meridian, Robert Greer of 
Philadelphia, John Bruening and John Morgan Berry, both of Madi-
son; and Nate Dickens of Canton; and assistant coach Justin Brewer; 
and (back row, from left) Diamond Warriors Cory Kitchens of Laurel, 
Drew Freeman of Collinsville, Kalik May of Northport, Ala.; Severino 
Signa of Leland, Rubert Alcantara of Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic; Blake Dubuisson of Long Beach, Mason Woodrow of Tay-
lorsville, Ryan Shotts of Louisville, Conner West of Taylorsville, Tim 
Anderson of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Chase Domino of Fairhope, Ala.;  and 
Mitchell Wooten and Caleb Woods, both of Carthage.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Former Warriors Honored at ECCC: Members of the 1981 and 1982 East Central Community College 
Warrior football teams were among special groups honored during the College’s Homecoming celebra-
tion held September 29. Pictured are (front row, from left) Todd Wall of Brandon, Doug Hubbard of Luce-
dale, Jay Jones of Meridian, Alice Pouncey of Decatur, whose husband, the late Ken Pouncey, served 
as head coach; Daniel Winstead of Philadelphia, Randall Lee of Decatur and Bob Posey of Philadelphia; 
and (back row, from left) Joe Sharp of Flowood, Mike Hawthorne of Gray, Ga.; Chris Perry of Decatur, 
Joe Douglas of Newnan, Ga.; Fred Lyons of Decatur, Joe Killens of Philadelphia and Phil Smith of De-
catur.

ECCC Sophomore Football Players Honored: It was “Sophomore 
Appreciation Night” for the above East Central Community College 
football players who received special recognition prior to the home 

finale with Pearl River Community College Oct. 18 at Bailey Sta-
dium. Honorees and their respective high schools include (kneeling 

from left) Dominque Carter (24), Nanih Waiya; Kalvin Smith (95), 
Newton County; Ben Brooks (14), Northeast Lauderdale; Terrance 

Dentry (36) New Hope; Martaze Jackson (43), Demopolis, Ala.; Zak 
Thrasher (15), New Hope; Desmund Brown (27), Cherokee County, 

Ala.; and Shaquille Patrick (74) and Maha Bradford (97), both 
of Scott Central; (second row, from left) Keshun Shipp (2), Olive 

Branch; Freeman Gray (23), Tunica Academy; Demarius Pegues 
(10), Oxford; Dustin Tubby (71), Neshoba Central; Hunter Green 

(64), Mendenhall; Paul Kirkman (53), Tuscaloosa County; Cordell 
Page (42), Gautier; Za Reese (4), Morton; LaKenneth Weidman 

(83), South Leake; and (third row, from left) Brock Hall (8), Paul W. 
Bryant, Tuscaloosa; Georgio Grace (21), Philadelphia; Ricky Hunt 

(13), North Panola; Steven Fuller (5) and Steffon Fuller (22), both of 
Kemper County; Bradley Dorsey (90), Morton; Bart Whigham (70), 

Northview, Ala.; and Keivondre Watford (3), Tuscaloosa Central. 
The Warriors were defeated 37-7 in the MACJC South Division 

battle. Brian Anderson serves as head coach.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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Collins Dies in 
Car Accident

FROM STAFF REPORTS

An accident November 9 claimed the life of East Central Com-
munity College sophomore Cody Patrick Collins of Louisville.

Collins, a collision repair technology major, died from injuries 
sustained in a one vehicle accident on McLeod Road in Winston 
County. Collins’ vehicle left the 
road and struck a tree. Collins, 
20, was a graduate of Louisville 
High School.

Collins was known for being a 
guy who could lift the spirits of 
others. 

Collision Repair instructor 
Luke Howell said that Collins was 
a student he enjoyed teaching.  
“Cody was a friend to all of the 
students in Collision Repair,” 
Howell said. “He was a very 
transparent individual, and he 
never held back what he thought 
needed to be said. If I had a bad 
morning, I could always rely on 
Cody saying something funny to 
lift my spirits, whether it was a 
joke or just a funny line from a 
movie or YouTube video.”

Collins’ classmates agreed 
with Howell regarding Collins’ 
fun-loving personality.

Classmate Wesley Clark said 
Collins was a great friend to ev-
eryone in their class.

“We all liked to clown on each 
other especially Cody,” Clark 
said. “He was always talking 
about how much better a Chevy 
is than a Ford. His favorite saying was ‘GMC stands for God Made 
Chevy.’ It was great memories.”

Dalton McCallum said he considered Collins a “true friend.”
“True friends don’t come around that often, but that is what 

Cody was. A true friend,” McCallum said. “He was always around 
when you needed help and he always told you the truth even if it 
hurt your feelings.

“Looking back at the short time that I knew Cody, I will always 
cherish the moments we shared. If we were in class or at the lake, 
we always had a good time. If you only got to know Cody for one 
day, you were truly blessed.”

Howell said he recently discussed with Collins his plans for his 

EC Transfer Students Prove 
Successful at Next Level

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The success of East Central Commu-
nity College students is evident in recent 
reports from Mississippi’s Institutions of 
Higher Learning (IHL), which revealed 
that transfer students from the college 
achieved the highest cumulative grade 
point average of all community college 
transfers in the state with a 3.18 average 
at the state’s eight public, four-year insti-
tutions. 

The average for all 15 community colleg-
es combined was a 3.08 GPA, which again 
showed that community college transfer 
students performed academically as well 
or better in university courses than stu-
dents who began their education at the se-
nior institutions.

ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart was 

elated at the 
news that East 
Central students 
were the top per-
formers in the 
state! 

“This data, 
compiled and re-
ported by IHL, 
confirms that 
faculty and staff 
at East Central 
Community Col-
lege are commit-
ted to student 
success and to 
preparing trans-
fer students well 
for the academic 
challenges of a university. Based on the 

performance of our students, no one does 
that better than the faculty and staff at 
East Central Community College,” Dr. 
Stewart said.

East Central Community College offers 
the first two years of a four-year degree for 
more than 201 areas of concentration in 
academic studies. These academic courses 
are guaranteed to transfer thanks to an 
Articulation Agreement between Missis-
sippi’s community colleges and the State’s 
public colleges and universities. 

The College also offers two-year termi-
nal degrees in healthcare, career and tech-
nical fields of study.

For more information, contact the Office 
of Student Services at 601-635-6205 or e-
mail Dr. Randall E. Lee, Vice President for 
Student Services at rlee@eccc.edu.

DR. STEWART

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOMConcert Choir Hosts Christmas Concert
The East Central Community College Concert Choir held its annual Christmas concert Tuesday night at Clarke-Venable Baptist Church in 
Decatur. The Choir’s performance included the selections “And the Glory of the Lord” and “The Hallelujah Chorus,” both from Handel’s Mes-
siah; “Gloria Fanfare” by Ames, “Dormi Jesu” by Sirett, “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child,” a spiritual by Larson; and “A Christmas Medley” 
written by Len Bobo.

ECCC Begins Search for 
New Head Football Coach

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The search is under way for a new head football coach at East 
Central Community College, announced ECCC President Dr. Bil-
ly W. Stewart.

Dr. Stewart made the announcement following Tuesday’s meet-
ing of the College’s Board of Trustees, which approved the change 
in leadership of the Warrior football program.

“We have decided to go in a different direction with our football 
program effective today (Dec. 4, 2012),” said Dr. Stewart. “Brian 
Anderson will be reassigned to other duties at the College until 
his contract expires on June 30, 2013. We thank Brian for his five 
years of service to the East Central football team.”

Anderson has guided the Warriors the past four years, compil-
ing an overall mark of 9-27. 

He was named head coach on an interim basis in 2009, when 
the Warriors went 2-7. The squad also posted 2-7 seasons in 2010 
and 2011. The Warriors recently completed a 3-6 campaign.

Anderson joined the ECCC staff in 2008 as offensive coordina-
tor and continued serving in that capacity as head coach.

Prior to joining the Warrior program, Anderson served as head 
coach and offensive coordinator at Grenada High School in 2007-
08 and led the Philadelphia High School football program from 
2004-06. 

He is also a former assistant at Neshoba Central High School 
(1996-97) and Meridian High School (1999-2003). 

A Prattville, Ala., native, Anderson was a standout football 
player at Mississippi State University, where the three-year 
starter was an All-SEC selection at center during his junior and 
senior seasons and was a member of three bowl teams. He was 
also a member of the All-SEC Academic Team for three years 
and was selected to play in the Blue-Gray All-Star and East-West 
Shrine All-Star games. He was selected for the NFL Combine in 
1996.

Dr. Stewart said applications for a new head football coach will 
be received until December 26, 2012. A committee headed by ath-
letic director Chris Harris will interview candidates and submit a 
recommendation for consideration.

“I am confident that several qualified candidates will be inter-
ested in leading the Warrior football team as we strive for excel-
lence in the classroom and on the field of play. We hope to name a 
new head football coach in January 2013 and present that recom-
mendation for ratification by the College’s Board of Trustees at 
their February 2013 meeting. We then look forward to working 
with the new coach and our student-athletes to move our program 
forward and achieve great things both academically and athleti-
cally,” said Dr. Stewart.

For more information, refer to the position opening announce-
ment for head football coach located on the College Web site 
(www.eccc.edu).

By JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

It was a regular 8:31 service at the Bap-
tist Student Union on Monday, November 
26 until BSU Director Scott Vaughn asked 
for everyone to remain in their seats when 
he finished praying. 
It was odd but noth-
ing to be concerned 
about. It was the 
Christmas service 
so it was thought to 
be maybe another 
Christmas song or 
even a forgotten an-
nouncement.

After the end-
ing prayer, Vaughn 
grabbed a seat and 
asked for Ashley 
Lawrence of Edin-
burg to come on the 
stage and take a 
seat. Puzzled at the 
request, Lawrence did as she was asked.

Seconds later her boyfriend, Hunter 
Grundy of Rosebud, came from behind the 

stage with his guitar. He grabbed the mi-
crophone, told the audience who he was, 
and that he has a song prepared for his 
girlfriend in honor of their one year anni-
versary. It was his personal remix of Bru-
no Mars’s “It Will Rain,” and he called it 
“Our Song.” He nervously said, “Now I’m 
no Bruno Mars, I can’t sing whatsoever, 
and all that I can do is play the guitar. So, 
don’t get your hopes up.” 

But as he began to play “their song” you 
could hear the awes and sighs from just 
about every female in the building. How-
ever, it all multiplied as Hunter dropped 
on one knee, towards the end of the song, 
and asked Lawrence to marry him. With 
the excited and surprised look on her face, 
she said yes!

Of course, Lawrence, the future Mrs. 
Hunter Grundy, became the envy of every 
girl.  

So many girls told her, “I wish that 
would happen to me!” Although, everyone 
was thrilled for them both! There have 
been only two other couples to get engaged 
at the BSU building, but  Hunter and Ash-
ley are the first to get engaged in front of a 
group during worship. 

Student Proposes at EC Baptist Student Union

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

GRuNDy, LAWRENCE

Valley Hosts ‘Fried Chicken Thursday’ T-shirt Contest
By JESSICA BARNETT

Staff Writer

Just this past month the Wo-
He-Lo yearbook and The Tom-
Tom newspaper staffs at East 
Central Community College 
began selling Fried Chicken 
Thursday T-shirts. The pro-
ceeds of the shirt sells are go-

ing towards EC’s operation up-
grade. 

Starting in the spring semes-
ter, Valley Food Services, who 
manages the ECCC Cafeteria 
will have a drawing for a prize. 
Patrons wearing their “Fried 
Chicken Thursday” T-shirt in 
the cafeteria on “Fried Chicken 
Thursday” each week will be en-

tered into the monthly drawing. 
T-shirts are still on sale for 

$17. If you would like to pur-
chase a T-shirt, please contact 
any member of the Wo-He-Lo or 
The Tom-Tom staff or come to 
the public information office or 
student publications workroom 
in the lower level of Huff Audi-
torium. 

COLLINS
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Why is transferring to Ole Miss 
the right move for you?

•	 Your	academic	course	work	during	your	first	two	
years	will	plug	right	into	our	bachelor’s	degree	
programs	and	let	you	stay	on	track.

•	 Average	junior-	and	senior-level	classes	at	Ole	Miss	have	20-30	students	
and	probably	are	smaller	than	some	of	the	classes	you	are	taking	now.

•	 Our	Phi	Theta	Kappa	scholarship	is	worth	$6,000	($3,000	per	year	for	two	years).	Transfer	
students	with	a	3.5	GPA	on	at	least	48	transferable	community	college	credit	hours	and	
membership	in	Phi	Theta	Kappa	are	eligible.	

•	 Our	Community	College	Academic	Excellence	Scholarship	is	worth	$3,000	($1,500	per	year	
for	two	years).	Community	college	students	with	a	3.0	GPA	on	48	transferable	hours	are	
eligible	for	this	scholarship.	

Visit campus, talk with our 
faculty, staff and students, 
and find out how easy it is 
to take the next step! 

Contact	Jason	McCormick	or	Tyler	Biggs	in	the	Office	of	Enrollment	Services	
at	800-OLE-MISS	(in	Mississippi)	or	662-915-7226	for	more	information.

www.olemiss.edu 

What kind of 

  Rebel are you?

29609-admissions-transfer ad.indd   2 9/12/12   10:50 AM

future. 
“Cody wanted to get a job at 

Nissan in Canton, where his fa-
ther works,” Howell said. 

“I remember when he (Col-
lins) left on Thursday (Novem-
ber 8) from class I told him he 
could finish the truck bed the 
following Tuesday. Life goes on, 
but you never forget the people 
you meet, they can make you a 
better person and/or teach life 
lessons. I know I have learned 
a lot by teaching Cody. I am re-
minded that life is short, and 
you know the impact someone 
can have on you until they are 
gone.”

Visitation for Collins was held 
November 10 at Nowell-Massey 
Funeral Home. Services were 
November 11 with interment 
at Evergreen Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Louisville.

COLLINS
From Page 1

extraOrdINary teaCher

Carson Returns to Lead Musicians 
By MAGEN PIERCE

Staff Writer

When former ECCC band director Tom Carson was 
diagnosed with esophageal cancer Aug.16, 2011 his life 
turned up side down. He said he had no idea what was 
to come for him. He was told that he had advanced stage 
three cancer and he was given a 14 percent chance of 
living a year. He was originally 
given a month to live.

After finding out this life 
changing news, he said he then 
knew he had to devote all his 
time to fighting the cancer and 
so he decided to take medical 
leave. This was a week after 
band camp and he said this was 
a difficult time to quit work.

As months progressed and 
the cancer seemed to be getting 
worse, Carson said he knew he 
would have to retire by the end 
of June. 

As the six-month-death sen-
tence passed, Carson said he 
knew he had to fight harder and 
he knew his whole life would 
from now on involve mainly fighting his cancer. One of 
the biggest side effects of his cancer is the overwhelming 
fatigue as a result of chemo and radiation treatments. 
He said he knew with this terrible fatigue he would 
unfortunately not be able to direct the large marching 
band and other groups.

As his fight with the cancer progressed and Carson 
had surgery, more chemo treatments and several hospi-
tal stays, the dream he kept in his mind was to one day 
return, at least part-time, to ECCC and work with the 
Collegians again. 

Towards the end of this summer, even though Car-
son’s cancer was still growing he talked to the College 
president and administration. They all agreed Carson 

could return in October to work with the Collegians 
once again. Carson said he soon decided he would do 
whatever it took to be at ECCC working but knew at 
the same time he still had a long fight with his cancer 
and treatments.

A week before he returned Oct. 4, 2012, his chemo 
doctor informed him and his wife, Brenda, that most 
of his cancer was gone. This was a huge but wonderful 
shock to everyone, Carson said. This made his return 
October 8, even more rewarding, he said.

When asked what his biggest motivation for return-
ing to work with the Collegians, Carson replied, “Be-
cause I have done this for 30 years. Besides my whole 
life has been me here working with students. I was de-
termined to not let this cancer prevent me from doing 
what I wanted to do.”

He also had this to say about what he missed the most 

about working with the Collegians. 
“I missed being able to put a rock band together made 

up of kids and being able to interact with the kids and 
watch them perform,” he said.

It’s clear Carson likes to help students learn about 
music so when asked if he liked being in the position of 
being a role model for young musicians he replied, “Yea 
it’s one of the reasons I do it. I like giving them a posi-
tive experience. I hope they will continue to do music 
after they leave ECCC.”

Carson said he hopes to inspire other people who are 
dealing with or have dealt with the same struggles he 
is going through in his life right now and he said, “The 
day I got cancer I decided to be public. I feel that if I 
can help one person deal with cancer in a positive way 
and help students realize you can have a productive life 
with cancer I will feel better.”

To direct the subject back to the matters of the Col-
legians, he was asked what inspired him to originally 
form the Collegians and he said, “I have been a guitar-
ist my whole life and played in rock bands when I was 
in high school. When I got out of college one of my goals 
was to start a rock band. The first rock band I formed 
was at Park Lane Academy. This was a high school in 
McComb, and the band was simply called the stage 
band. I stayed there for four years and after this I went 
to ECCC and started the Collegians. It also became a 
tradition that the Collegians would practice on Monday. 
I really like having the chance to play with Collegians, 
which is another reason why I started it.”

In regards to the plans Carson has for the Collegians 
this year, Carson said a big show is in store for them. 

“We have a fantastic group as always. We plan, of 
course, to do a wide variety of music from Maroon 5 to 
Motley Crue.                                                                                                               

The Collegians first concert which is known as the 
“Welcome Back Concert” is going to be held at 8 p.m. on 
January 14 in Huff Auditorium 

“My goals for spring performances will be focused at 
many high schools in our district so we can promote 
ECCC,” said Carson.                      

MAGEN PIERCE
Staff Writer

SPECIAL TO THE TOm-TOm
Former ECCC Band Director Tom Carson returns to the 
College to direct the Collegians Rock ‘N Roll band. He is 
pictured about with his band members during a practice 
for their upcoming “Welcome Back” concert to be held at 
8 p.m., January 14 in Huff Auditorium.

COLLINS
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First Year Experience: Focusing on Student Success
By Madison Herrington

Staff Writer

The Warrior Path to Success is a new program 
for East Central Community College. It focuses 
on the students and 
helping them feel more 
comfortable in the college 
setting. Students get 
college credit for the class 
as well as learn study 
skills, how to manage time 
and money wisely, choose 
a major, explore interests 
and values, plan career 
and education, improve 
memory and reading, 
learn to think critically 
and creatively, appreciate 
diversity, learn how to 
communicate, maintain 
a healthy lifestyle and 
learn to think positively 
about the future.  

April Watson teaches 
the Warrior Path to 
Success program. It is Watson’s and the College’s 
pilot course for the program. Watson said the 
program is designed to help students with 
adapting to the college life using a program called 
CollegeScope. There are three main aspects of 
CollegeScope: college success, career success and 
lifelong success. 

“I think it’s important that all freshmen 
develop the skills taught in this course. Students 
can utilize these valuable tools not only in college 
but also in life,” said Watson.

Since the class does not have a physical book, 
the students use the CollegeScope eBook. It 
has chapters for each section, and the eBook 
helps make sure the students understand what 
is going on in each chapter. It begins with key 

questions helping the 
students understand 
what they need to be 
looking for throughout 
the chapter. There are 
five journal entries 
throughout each 
chapter where the 
student responds to 
thought-provoking 
questions based on the 
chapter’s material.  

The students (Alice 
Towner, Addaryl 
Brown and Kristal 
Eirby) said they find 
the class extremely 
helpful stating that 
they love the tips that 
help them learn more 
about themselves.  They added that the program 
has helped them realize what type of learner 
they are which helps them realize how they need 
to study for other classes that they attend. 

Also, CollegeScope helps the students realize 
what job options fit their personality type. Since 
joining the class, Towner said she has decided 
she wants to go into hotel and restaurant 
management; whereas, Brown said he wants to 
be an engineer; and Eirby said she thinks she 
wants to become a mechanic. 

 The fact that these students have a basic 
idea for what career they wish to pursue proves 
that the statistics from Cuyamaca Community 
College (CCC) in California are correct. The 
results from CCC’s study state that 26 percent of 
students increase in persistence rates, 87 percent 
had chosen a major by the end of the course, 
62 percent reported more confidence in their 
academic skills and 88 percent rated the course 
as good or very good. 

The ultimate goal of the class is SUCCESS, 
Watson said.  

MADISON 
HERRINGTON
Staff Writer

WATSON

MADISON HERRINGTON/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Warrior Path to Success Instructor April Watson assists student Kristal Eirby with her assignments in the 

Success Center lab.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Powerhouse vocalist and East Central 
Community College alumni Randy Houser has been said to have 
“true musical horsepower” by Country Weekly and GAC asserts, “one 
listen to his soulful singing is enough to 
convince you that you’re listening to a 
star,” as reported exclusively on AOL’s 
The Boot. Houser will release his third 
album, How Country Feels, on Jan. 22, 
2013. His first release on new record 
label Stoney Creek Records features 
the Top-10-and-rising and No. 
1 Billboard Heatseekers smash hit “How 
Country Feels,” and will be available 
everywhere music is sold.

The follow-up to his critically-acclaimed 
sophomore album They Call Me Cadillac 
is a 15-track disc including seven songs 
penned by Houser, and is named for 
the hit “How Country Feels,” Houser’s 
fastest-climbing which has sold more 
than 250k singles to-date. Maintaining 
his label as a “true singer’s singer,” 
(Roughstock), Houser brings the same quality craftsmanship to the 
new album that brought him No. 2 smash hit “Boots On,” poignant 
ballad “Anything Goes,” fan-favorite crowd stomper “Whistlin’ 
Dixie,” and made him the Most-Played New Artist on country radio 
in 2009 (Country Aircheck).

How Country Feels is produced by Derek George – the first person 
Houser met when he first moved to Nashville. “I’ve wanted to work 
with him since day one,” said Houser. “We just clicked… he comes 
from my home state of Mississippi and we share a similar creative 
vision that I think really shines through on this new album… can’t 
wait for ya’ll to hear it!”

How Country Feels Track Listing: 
Label: Stoney Creek Records (sister label to Jason Aldean’s 

Broken Bow Records)
Producer: Derek George
1. “Runnin’ Outta Moonlight” (3:14)
2. “Growin’ Younger” (4:53) (co-written by Houser)
3. “Top Of The World” (3:17)
4. “The Singer” (4:20)
5. “Power Of A Song” (3:41) (co-written by Houser)
6. “Absolutely Nothing” (3:02)
7. “Wherever Love Goes” (with Kristy Lee Cook) (4:16)
8. “Like A Cowboy” (4:21) (co-written by Houser)
9. “How Country Feels” (3:05)
10. “Along For The Ride” (3:34) (co-written by Houser)
11. “Sunshine On the Line” (3:20) (co-written by Houser)
12. “Goodnight Kiss” (3:27) (co-written by Houser)
13. “Let’s Not Let It” (3:09)
14. “Shine” (4:56)
15. “Route 3 Box 250 D” (3:52) (co-written by Houser)
Recently wrapping up his headlining Jagermeister Presents Tour, 

Houser is currently on the road performing at venues across the 
U.S.For a full list of stops, visit www.randyhouser.com.

EC Alum Randy Houser Announces 
New Album, How Country Feels

HOUSER

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Homecoming Court: Members of the 2012 Homecoming Court at East Central Community College include (front row, from left) 
freshman maids Taylor Gressett of Chunky and Jayohnnie Slaughter of Union; sophomore maids Jordan Clearman of Philadelphia and 
Hanna Farmer of Decatur; queen Erin Thornton of Madden; maid of honor LaJoya Griffin of Philadelphia; sophomore maid Lauren Daniels 
of Philadelphia; and freshman maids Payton Smith of Forest and Brooke Massey of Noxapater; and (back row, from left) escorts Kyle 
Henson of Starkville, Michael McCullum of Bay Springs, Lucas Calvert of Louisville, Jordan Walker and Jeremy Carson, both of Decatur; 
Terrance Steele and Caleb Tingle, both of Philadelphia; Clayton Williamson of Forest and Andrew Hanna of Union. The queen and her court 
were presented September 29, during halftime of the ECCC vs. Hinds Community College football game.

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 
…that Class 

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have 
to pay for it! 

 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell 
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a 
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure! 

 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other 
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money, 
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA 
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class 
will affect your VA funds.  Ask someone in the Financial Aid 
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your 
scholarships or other aid programs! 

 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely 
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage. 

 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask 
your instructor for advice! 

 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will 
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your 
advisor to be sure! 

 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another 
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades. 

 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please 
complete the appropriate paperwork.   



A.J. Peeler
Philadel-
phia
Sophomore 
Liberal Arts  
“‘Jingle Bell 

Rock’ is my favorite Christmas 
Song.”

Ben  
Sheppard
Jonesboro, 
Ga.
Freshman • 
Liberal Arts  

“My favorite Christmas song is 
definitely ‘Silent Night.’”

Conor Bell
Carthage

Freshman • 
Music

“My favorite 
Christmas 

song is ‘Mary 
Did You Know.’”

LaJoya  
Griffin
Philadelphia 
• Psychol-
ogy
“Even though 

I’m not Spanish, my favorite 
Christmas song is ‘Feliz Navi-
dad.’”

A Student Publication of East Central Community College The Tom-TomPage 4

Warrior Viewpoints

What’s Your Favorite 
Christmas Song?

Danielle 
Pettigrew

Forest
Freshman • 

Nursing
“My favorite 

Christmas song would have to 
be ‘The Christmas Shoes.’”

Chandler 
Smith

Newton  
Freshman • 

Music
“‘The Carol of 
the Bells’ is an 
iconic Christmas song, it’s my 
favorite.”

By WILL STOKES
words of a warrior

from the editor

other views
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Hi Warriors!
It’s that time again, the only time of the year when ev-

eryone actually slows down and spends time with family.  
It’s Christmas time! 

As we all go out and spend time with our 
families, it is important to remember: we 
are the luckiest people in the world. From 
the horrible fruit cake and bad reindeer 
sweaters with little bells on them to family 
that you haven’t seen the whole year, we 
need to think of the ones less fortunate 
than we are. 

We are the most blessed nation of people 
in the world. We have so much to be 
thankful for and Christmas is a great time 
to do a little bit of volunteer work. There 
are so many people who won’t get to be 
with their families on Christmas, so many 
people that don’t have families. There 
are homeless people and elderly people in 
nursing homes without family to come and visit. There are also 
soldiers still overseas and soldiers here at home suffering from 
post traumatic stress disorders or other war-related disorders. 
These people need to experience the kindness and warmth that 
humanity has to offer. While we need to worry less about our 
new gadgets and put ourselves after others who are less for-
tunate, This is the best gift we can give ourselves…and other 
people.

There are several ways that you can get involved. The pos-
sibilities are endless! You could make and send food packages 
to soldiers overseas, volunteer at a soup kitchen, orphanage, or 
nursing home. You could even do something as simple as buying 
a box of Christmas cards and passing them out to strangers who 
don’t look “cheery” this holiday season. The happiest moments 
arise out of spontaneity. Make someone else smile this Christ-
mas season!

Be careful and have a great Christmas! I can’t wait to see 
everyone again next semester!

—Addreonna Seger
Editor

ADDREONNA SEGER
Editor

If you would like to submit a 
letter to the editor, question 
for Dr. Stewart or a guest 

column, please e-mail them 
to tomtomwarriorpride@

gmail.com or bring them to 
the lower level of Huff  

Auditorium Rm. 43.

The Christmas season is one of my favorite times of the 
year. I enjoy the sights, sounds, and tastes of Christmas. 
Oh, and the holiday break isn’t bad either. But most of all 

I enjoy the “Reason for the Season.” Christmas simply reminds 
me of the greatest gift I have ever received—the gift of God’s 
Son and the Salvation that is found through Him. As you enjoy 
this time of the year with your family and friends, I want to 
share with you words about Christmas from one of my favorite 
authors, Max Lucado, who wrote in his book titled God Came 
Near: 

“JUST A MOMENT: It all happened in a moment, a most 
remarkable moment. As 
moments go, that one 
appeared no different 
than any other. If you 
could somehow pick it 
up off the timeline and 
examine it, it would look 
exactly like the ones that 
have passed while you 
have read these words. 
It came and it went. It 
was preceded and suc-
ceeded by others just 
like it. It was one of the 
countless moments that 
have marked time since 
eternity became measur-
able.

But in reality, that 
particular moment was 
like none other. For 
through that segment of 
time a spectacular thing 
occurred. God became a man. While the creatures of earth walked 
unaware, Divinity arrived. Heaven opened herself and placed her 
most precious one in a human womb. 

The Omnipotent, in one instant, made Himself breakable. He 
who had been spirit became pierceable. He who was larger than 
the universe became an embryo. And He who sustains the world 
with a word chose to be dependent upon the nourishment of a 
young girl.

God as a fetus. Holiness sleeping in a womb. The creator of life 
being created.

God was given eyebrows, elbows, two kidneys, and a spleen. He 
stretched against the walls and floated in the amniotic fluids of 
his mother.

God had come near.
He came, not as a flash of light or as an unapproachable 

conqueror, but as one whose first cries were heard by a peasant 
girl and a sleepy carpenter. The hands that first held him were 
unmanicured, calloused, and dirty.

No silk. No ivory. No hype. No party. No hoopla.
Were it not for the shepherds, there would have been no recep-

tion. And were it not for a group of stargazers, there would have 
been no gifts.

Angels watched as Mary changed God’s diaper. The universe 
watched with wonder as The Almighty learned to walk. Children 
played in the street with him. And, had the synagogue leader in 
Nazareth known who was listening to his sermons…

…It all happened in a moment. In one moment…a most re-
markable moment. The Word became flesh.

There will be another. The world will see another instanta-
neous transformation. You see, in becoming man, God made it 
possible for man to see God. When Jesus went home he left the 
back door open. As a result, “we will all be changed—in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye.”

The first moment of transformation went unnoticed by the 
world. But you can bet your sweet September that the second one 
won’t. The next time you use the phrase “just a moment,” …re-
member that’s all the time it will take to change this world.”

As we enter the Christmas season, I want to thank the student 
body of East Central Community College for being such a great 
group of individuals. I am so honored to serve as your president. 
I want to thank the Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, and admin-
istration of the College for welcoming and supporting me during 
my first six months at East Central. I could not ask for a more 
professional group of individuals to work with each day as we 
all strive to move our institution forward. Lord willing, I look 
forward to many years of service together! 

Finally, I want to thank my family for their love and encour-
agement during this transition to east central Mississippi. 
Transitions in life are rarely easy. I appreciate so much how my 
wife and children have handled this one. They are the BEST and 
I am so blessed to be Stephanie’s husband and Stephen, Will, 
Elizabeth, and Emily’s daddy.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!
— Billy W. Stewart, Ph.D., ECCC President

Enjoy Christmas, Remember the Reason
Remember the People 
Who are Less Fortunate 
During the Holidays

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist

Is it Christmas time already??? I am amazed at how quickly 
this year has flown by! However, I am 
so glad it is Christmas time! I love ev-

erything about it- the shopping, the cook-
ing, the decorating, the family time and so 
on.

My favorite part is to just watch every-
one. Sometimes the looks you can see when 
someone opens a present are priceless! I 
can hear, “How did you ever find this?” or  
“I just love it!” already in my head.

For me, Christmas is about family, 
friends and plenty of memories. It’s not 
about the gifts, or at least it shouldn’t be. 
It should be about the remembering of our 
Savior’s birth. He is the greatest gift of all!

So what I am getting at is to make sure 
you take some time to just watch everyone 
and everything that is around. Cherish 
the memories and the people, and remember that Jesus is the 
reason for the season!

 —Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

Treasure this Moment

The EC Way

            By Billy W. Stewart, Ph.D.

from dr. Lee’s desk
Don’t Give Up; Keep on Striving for Your Goals

Time flies when we’re 
having fun!  Christmas 
is here already!  I hope 

you’ve had a great 2012 fall 
semester and that you are all 
ready and registered for the 
spring 2013 semester that be-
gins on Monday, Jan. 7, 2013!  

If you do not attain your 
academic goals, don’t give up.  
The world is full of successful 
people whose freshman year 
grades weren’t as they expected, 
but they learned their lesson, 
became determined to succeed, 
tried harder after their “rough” 
start, and succeeded.  

You can do it!
Graduation is the ultimate goal at ECCC. You definitely want 

that college diploma in today’s competitive world. If in doubt about 
anything, see an advisor to make sure you are on track.   

Dormitory rooms tend to become available after grades are post-
ed so if you are tired of the long drive and searching for parking 
spots, please see the Director of Housing and Student Activities, 
Mrs. Marcie Pinson, e-mail mpinson@eccc.edu or call 635-6213 to 
inquire.

If you have any questions or concerns please let me know.  You 
can reach me at 601-635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.  

Enjoy your time off.  We will see you again when classes begin 
for the spring 2013 semester on Monday, Jan. 7, 2013.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
—Randall E. Lee

Vice President for Student Services

 DR. LEE

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer
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College 101

tuning in

theater take

WILL STOKES
Staff Writer

Breaking Dawn – Part Two Shocks 
the Movie Goers Around the World

By MADISON HERRINGTON
Staff Writer

Finally, the long awaited Twilight saga has 
ended. Everything began with Twilight which be-
gan the epic love story of 
Edward and Bella. Next, 
New Moon and Eclipse 
made their grand day 
view. The end began 
with Breaking Dawn – 
Part One, and although 
all the other movies 
seemed to be huge hits, 
Breaking Dawn - Part 
Two seems to be the fan 
favorite. 

Movie and book lovers 
alike both loved this 
movie. It held action, 
romance, and adventure 
for the movie lovers 
while the book lovers ex-
pressed excitement that 
the movie stayed close to 
the book. 

The line to watch the midnight showing of 
Breaking Dawn - Part Two extended outside of 

the doors of the cinemas in both Meridian and 
Philadelphia. Throughout the movie, there was a 
lot of clapping and screaming although it mostly 
had to do with Jacob 
Black (Taylor Lautner) 
taking off his shirt. 
However, the end had 
a surprising twist that 
had everyone gasping. 

“Oh, it was the 
best Twilight movie 
yet! The ending was 
amazing,” exclaimed 
Erin Wooten who was 
present at the mid-
night showing. A lot 
of people ended up 
expressing their shock 
through social media 
such as Twitter, Face-
book and Instagram. 

On opening week-
end alone, Breaking 
Dawn – Part Two brought in a grand total of 
$141,067,634 according to www.boxoffice.com. 

If you haven’t seen it, you have most likely 
heard from someone somewhere how amazing 
they thought the movie truly was. 

Christmas Traditions Vary with Religions
By WILL STOKES

Staff Writer

Christmas is celebrated all 
around the world. Different reli-
gions have different ways of cel-
ebrating the season. East Cen-
tral Community College’s club 
organization, the Newman Club 
shared with me great insight on 
how Catholics celebrate Christ-

mas. Also, Cain Prestage and 
Colby Breazeale provide insight 
on Christian Christmas tradi-
tions.

What are some Catholic Christ-
mas Traditions? Samuel Irby, 
President of the Newman Club, 
explained that before Christ-
mas, Catholics celebrate Advent, 
which is “when the faithful go to 
confession. This lasts for about 

three to four weeks.” 
“Also, some Catholics will have 

mass on Christmas Eve night and 
will stay at mass until midnight, 
Christmas day.”

 “On some occasions they will 
kiss a baby,” says Jade Castillo. 
“The baby is to represent the 
baby Jesus.” 

In contrast Christians do not 
meet at a mass or stay at church 

all night on Christmas Eve, most 
families will gather and have 
meal similar to Thanksgiving.

 “In my family we are allowed 
to open one gift on Christmas 
Eve and my parents have to pick 
which one,” says Christian, Colby 
Breazeale. 

Furthermore, in Christian 
traditions for Christmas, most 
churches will have a Christmas 

pageant. The Christmas pageant 
will be like a nativity scene and 
can have either children or adults 
performing. Another Christian 
on Christmas traditions, Cain 
Prestage said,”My family will 
get together on Christmas Eve 
and eat. In some past years my 
younger brothers have convinced 
my parents to let us open pres-
ents on Christmas Eve.”

MADISON 
HERRINGTON
Staff Writer

WOOTEN

Christmas Movie Favorites 
Are Great for the Holidays

“it’s a Wonderful life”
This movie is a true all time Christmas clas-

sic! It is one of the movies that I must see every 
Christmas. It’s a 1946 
film which does mean it is 
in black and white, and it 
stars James Stewart and 
Donna Reed. 

Have you ever won-
dered what your life 
would have been like if 
you had chosen a differ-
ent path? Well, George 
Bailey (James Stewart) 
did! He has given up his 
dreams in order to help 
others. Although, his im-
minent suicide on Christ-
mas Eve brings about the 
intervention of his guard-
ian angel, Clarence. Clar-
ence shows George all the 
lives he has touched and how different life in his 
community would be had he never been born.

Of course, there is a lot more to it but I do not 
want to give it away! Basically, the lesson of the 
movie tells you that you are valuable even if you 
don’t have the money to back it up. It is based 
on who you are by your words and actions.

—Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

“home alone”  
Macaulay Culkin (Kevin McCallister) couldn’t 

have played his part any better.  Kevin was 
a mischievous, middle child who felt ignored 
by his large extended family. Since he had an 
extended, dysfunctional family, Kevin made a 
wish. He wished that his family would disap-
pear and low and behold he got his wish. Mean-
while, being at home alone, Kevin is confronted 
by two burglars that try to break in his home, 
but Kevin successfully foils the bad guys’ plans.  

Home Alone is a family film that appeals to 
both adults and children, and is my favorite 
Christmas film.

  —Jessica McDonald
  Staff Writer 

JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

“The Christmas Song” an All-Time Favorite
“The Christmas Song” by Nat King Cole is one of my top five 

favorite Christmas songs! I really can’t explain why. Maybe it is 
the sound of Cole’s voice or just the lyrics that give it such a home 
warming feel.

Every time I hear the song, instantly memories of all of my past 
Christmases come to my mind. I absolutely love Christmas so 
maybe that is why it is one of my favorite songs.  It gives me the 

chance to experience Christmas whenever and wherever I am. 
I am not alone with the love for this song because in 2004 it was 

voted the most loved seasonal song by women. So as you are deco-
rating the tree, going Christmas shopping or whatever you may be 
doing, play this song. You can never go wrong with a classic!

—Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

Students Share Favorite Christmas, New Year’s Good-
By HANNAH KERSGAARD

Staff Writer

The Christmas and New Year’s 
season always brings along with it 
good treats and 
eats. Some stu-
dents on East 
Central Com-
munity College 
campus shared 
their favorite 
recipes for this 
time of the 
year for read-
ers to make 
and enjoy.

Matt Penny-
packer is a 
freshman 
biology major 
from Peha-
latchie. He is 
involved in the 
astronomy and 
environmental 
clubs. 

Pennypacker’s chocolate cake is his 
favorite Christmas treat!

ChoColate Cake
Ingredients: 
Box of devil’s food cake mix
A spoonful of ground cinnamon
Bag of 

semi sweat 
chocolate 
chips

Powdered 
sugar 

First, 
Combine 
Devil’s food 
cake mix in 
a large bowl 
like the 
back of box 
says, and 
then add 
a spoonful 
of ground 
cinnamon 
and the bag 
of semi-
sweet chocolate chips to the mix.  Next 

pour the mix into a greased Bunt pan.  
Then cook the cake for however long 
the back of the box says.  When done 
cooking let cool for a few minutes, and 
then sprinkle the top with powdered 
sugar. 

Brittany Bobo is a super sophomore 
art major from Union who is active in 
the choir and environmental   clubs. 

Bobo’s personal favorite Christmas 
recipe is Brittany’s Butter Cookies.

Brittany’s Butter Cookies
Ingredients:
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 tea-

spoon bak-
ing powder

1/2 tea-
spoon salt

1 1/2 
sticks (3/4 
cup) unsalt-
ed butter, 
softened

1 cup 
sugar

1 large 
egg

1/2 
teaspoon 
vanilla

First, 
whisk to-
gether flour, 
baking powder and salt in a small 
bowl.

Beat together butter and sugar in 
a large bowl with an electric mixer 
at medium-high speed until pale and 
fluffy for about 3 minutes in a stand-
ing mixer (preferably fitted with 
paddle attachment) or 6 minutes with 
a handheld. You will then beat in 
egg and vanilla. Reduce speed to low, 
then add flour mixture and mix until 
combined.

Form dough into a 12-inch log (2 
inches in diameter) on a sheet of plas-
tic wrap and roll up dough in it. Chill 
dough on a baking sheet until firm, 
at least 4 hours. (To roll cookies into 
balls, see cooks’ note, below.)

Put oven racks in upper and lower 
thirds of oven and preheat oven to 
375°F.

Cut enough 1/8- to 1/4-inch-thick 
slices from log with a heavy knife to 
fill 2 ungreased large baking sheets, 
arranging slices about 1 inch apart 
(chill remainder of log, wrapped in 
plastic wrap). If garnishing with 
coarse sugar, sprinkle slices with it.

Bake cookies, switching position of 
sheets halfway through baking, until 
edges are golden, 12 to 15 minutes 
total. Cool on sheets 3 minutes, then 
transfer with a metal spatula to racks 
to cool completely. Make more cookies 
with remaining dough on cooled bak-
ing sheets.

Bo Foster is a sophomore music ma-
jor.  He is involved in choir and band.  

Foster’s Poppy Seed Chicken Cas-
serole is his favorite dish for every 
holiday!
PoPPy seed ChiCken Casserole
Ingredients:
4 boneless skinless chicken breasts
1 8-ounce 

container of 
sour cream

2 cans 
of cream 
of chicken 
soup

1 pack of 
Ritz crack-
ers

poppy 
seeds

butter
First, boil 

chicken 
breasts until 
fully done. 
Mix sour 
cream and 
cream of chicken soup together into 
mixture. Crumble package of crackers 
into small pieces.  Then melt half a 
stick of butter in the microwave.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Chop chicken into large chunks into 

a casserole dish. Spread sour cream 
and soup mixture over chicken, com-
pletely covering it. Sprinkle cracker 
pieces all over the top.

Pour melted butter evenly over 
crackers. Sprinkle poppy seeds all 
over.

Bake 30 minutes, until crackers are 
golden brown.

Jessica Stinson is a liberal arts ma-
jor from Morton. She is active in the 
Concert Choir.

gingerBread men
Stinson’s favorite cookie recipe is 

Gingerbread Men.
Ingredients:
6 cups of all-purpose flour
1 table-

spoon of 
baking 
powder

1 table-
spoon 
ground 
ginger

1 teaspoon 
ground nut-
meg

1 teaspoon 
ground 
cloves

1 teaspoon 
ground cin-
niam 

1 cup of 
shortening

1 cup 
molassws

1 cup packed brown sugar
½ cup water
1 egg 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
First: Sift together the flour, baking 

powder, ginger, nutmeg, cloves, and 
cinnamon; set aside.

Second:  In a medium bowl, mix 
together the shortening, molasses, 
brown sugar, water, egg, and vanilla 
until smooth. Gradually stir in the dry 
ingredients, until they are completely 
absorbed. Divide dough into 3 pieces, 
pat down to 1 1/2 inch thickness, wrap 
in plastic wrap, and refrigerate for at 
least 3 hours.

Third:  Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
F (175 degrees C). On a lightly floured 
surface, roll the dough out to 1/4 inch 
thickness. Cut into desired shapes 
with cookie cutters. Place cookies 1 
inch apart onto an ungreased cookie 
sheet.

Last:  Bake for 10 to 12 minutes in 

the preheated oven. When the cookies 
are done, they will look dry, but still 
be soft to the touch. Remove from the 
baking sheet to cool on wire racks. 
When cool, the cookies can be frosted 
with the icing of your choice.

Christin Polk is a Pharmacy major 
from Morton. Polk’s favorite recipe is 
called a Pecan Surprise!

PeCan surPrise
Ingredients:
1 cup granulated sugar
3 tablespoons brown sugar
1/2 teaspoons salt
1 cup corn syrup (light or dark)
1/3 cup melted salted butter
1 tea-

spoon va-
nilla

3 whole 
eggs beaten

1 cup 
(heaping) 
chopped 
pecans

a frozen 
pie crust.

First, mix 
the granu-
lated sugar, 
brown 
sugar, salt, 
corn syrup, 
butter, 
vanilla and 
eggs together in a bowl, then preheat 
the oven to 350 degrees F. Pour the 
pecans in the bottom of the pie shell . 
Then pour the syrup mixture over the 
top. Cover the top and crust lightly/
gently with foil.

Bake the pie for 30 minutes. Remove 
the foil, and then continue baking for 
20 minutes, but be careful not to burn 
the crust or pecans. The pie should not 
have too much jiggle when you remove 
it from the oven (though it will jiggle 
a bit). If it shakes a lot, cover with foil 
and bake for an additional 20 minute 
or until set. Required baking time 
seems to vary widely with this recipe. 
Sometimes it takes 50 minutes, some-
times it takes 75!

Allow to cool for several hours or 
overnight. Serve in thin slivers.

FOSTER

PENNYPACKER

BOBO

POLK

STINSON

HANNAH KERSGAARD
Staff Writer

reminder: Wear ids 
at all times!
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BY MADISON HERRINGTON
Sta�  Writer

Stephanie Stewart, the current fi rst lady of East Central 
Community College, said she was excited when she heard her 
husband, Dr. Billy W. Stewart, had been 
named President of ECCC. 

“I didn’t mind moving because I knew 
that this was a great step for him (Dr. 
Stewart) and I knew that this would be 
good for our family,” she said. 

Mrs. Stewart also said she loves the 
“small town” feel of Decatur and the values 
of the community. However, she said she 
still misses her friends from back home. 

Mrs. Stewart is the daughter of Jerry and 
Martha Morris of Hattiesburg. She grew 
up in Columbia; however, at one point, her 
family moved to Kansas for a little while 
before moving back to Columbia. She is 
a graduate of Columbia Academy, Jones 
County Junior College and William Carey 
University, where she majored in English 
with a minor in education. 

Mrs. Stewart taught for fi ve years 
before becoming a stay-at-home mom. 
However, she has recently returned to the classroom working as a 
substitute teaching at Newton County High School in the English 
department where she will work until Christmas. Mrs. Stewart 
said her (fulltime) career is on hold at least while their children 
are still in school. 

She said since Dr. Stewart works frequent nights, she doesn’t 
want to leave her children, Emily, 9, Elizabeth, 12, Will, 15, and 
Stephen, 16, home alone. In her free time, Mrs. Stewart said she 
enjoys arts and crafts projects as well as sewing, painting, music 
(piano and singing), walking, Bible study and attending church. 

When asked if she would work for her husband, she says that 
she doesn’t know; however, she said, “I do assist my husband by 
proofreading his articles and giving constructive criticism.” 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Culinary Arts Fundraiser: East Central Community 
College’s Culinary Arts Technology Program is currently raising 
funds to construct a “teaching” garden, where students can learn 
how to grow herbs, fruits and vegetables for use in preparing 
culinary dishes. Fundraising efforts include opportunities to win 
the above painting of a Navajo man “in stern contemplation” in a 
desert scene. The hand-painted oil on canvas was donated from the 
estate “of an upstanding teacher who appreciated a hands-on, well-
rounded education.” 

ECCC Receives Vehicle for Automotive Technology Program: 
Representatives from John O’Neill Johnson Toyota are shown 
presenting a 1997 Toyota Camry to East Central Community 
College staff members recently at the Meridian dealership.  Chris 
Schanrock (third from left), comptroller, and Audra Chapman (right), 
Internet sales director, made the presentation to Wayne Eason (left), 
director of Workforce Education, and Greg Holekamp, automotive 
technology instructor, both of ECCC. Eason expressed appreciation 
to Johnson Toyota and said the donated vehicle “will be an asset to 
EC’s automotive mechanics program.”  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Meet the First Lady of EC

MADISON 
HERRINGTON
Staff Writer

STEPHANIE STEWART

The Riley Next Step Scholarship is being  
offered for the 2013 Spring Semester.  

Admission to the university and an online résumé  
are required for scholarship consideration.  

Visit www.meridian.msstate.edu, click Apply Now. 

Students with a competitive GPA who have  
completed at least 48 transferable hours are  

encouraged to apply for this scholarship.  

Become a Riley Scholar at MSU-Meridian and 
receive full tuition! Call 601.484.0134 for details. 

WE ARE MISSISSIPPI STATE.

The Riley Next Step Scholarship
Apply Now for Spring 2013!

Deadline Extended: December 17.
1000 Hwy 19 North, Meridian • 601.484.0134 • meridian.msstate.edu • finaid@mail.meridian.msstate.edu
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special to the tom tom

Fifty students were recently select-
ed for membership in the East Central 
Community College Warrior Corps, a 
select group chosen to represent the 
College with recruiting endeavors and 
special events.

Joining the prestigious organiza-
tion are Eliud Alvarez and Matthew 
Evans, both of Forest; Joseph Aulds, 
Colton Ballard, Jon’Marie Baucum, 
Hannah Farmer, Tiana Grover, Axie 
Jones, Tyler Pigg, Paige Wall and 
Zach Yates, all of Decatur; Mary Mar-
garet Bailey, Denzel Clemons, Ally 
Loper, Lashundra Rush, Chandler 

Smith, Elauren Vowell and Hillary 
Williams, all of Philadelphia;

Kelsey Bounds, Mikayla Carson and 
Clint Walker, all of Newton; Kennedy 
Castleberry, Greg Mitchell and Na-
than Powell, all of Meridian; Haley 
Chapman, Emily Jacome-Cluff, Alex 
Meador and Felicia Robinson, all 
of Hickory; Casey Cherry, Madison 

Herrington, Ashlyn Pullin, Alli Raw-
son and Jayohnnie Slaughter, all of 
Union; Ian Cremeen, Enterprise;

Hayden Fryery, Nan Hartness, 
Johnny Kight, Teylor Martinez, Lind-
sey McCool and Abbie Smith, all of 
Louisville; Taylor Gressett, Chunky; 
Emily Gully, Bay Springs; Mary Anna 
Jefcoat, Brandon; Meghan Johnson, 

Shelby Johnston and Brooke Wilson, 
all of Lena; Allie Killens, Saltillo; 
Zack Killion, Crestwood, KY; Emily 
Marler, Morton; and Tiffany Watkins, 
Conehatta.

EC Student Services staff members 
Lanette Hanna and Romonica Evans 
serve as sponsors.

special to the tom-tom
Sigma Sigma Mu Tau takes on a Fall Halloween Community Project:  East Central Community Col-
lege’s  Sigma Sigma Mu Tau club gave bags of candy and donated them to the nursing home in Car-
thage. The nursing home residents distributed the donated candy to children in Carthage.

ECCC Adds 50 Warrior Corps Members

special to the tom-tom
ECCC Warrior Corps: Above are members of the 2012-13 East Central Community College Warrior Corps, a select group chosen to represent the College with recruiting endeavors and special events. Pic-
tured are (first row, from left) Lajoya Griffin, Philadelphia; Ashlyn Pullin, Union; Tiffany Watkins, Conehatta; Leighanne Wright, Little Rock; Jon’Marie Baucum, Decatur; Teylor Martinez and Nan Hartness, both of 
Louisville; Mary Margaret Bailey, Philadelphia; Holli Nutt, Morton; Shelby Johnston, Lena; Tiana Grover, Decatur; Amanda Barnett, Union; Allison Perry, Philadelphia; Axie Jones, Decatur; Kennedy Castleberry, 
Meridian; and Alex Meador, Hickory; (second row, from left) Zack Killion, Crestwood, KY; Eliud Alvarez, Forest; Claire Griffin, Decatur; Sandy Alexander, Little Rock; Jayohnnie Slaughter and Madison Herrington, 
both of  Union;  Lindsey McCool, Louisville; Shelby Parkman, Raleigh; Hannah Farmer, Decatur; Hillary Williams, Philadelphia; Taylor Gressett, Chunky; Ally Loper and Jordan Clearman, both of Philadelphia; 
Andrea McSwain, Decatur; (third row, from left) Jeremy Carson, Decatur; Andrew Hanna, Union; Nathan Stone, Louisville; Emily Jacome-Cluff and Felicia Robinson, both of Hickory; Hayden Fryery, Louisville; 
Emily Marler, Morton; Meghan Johnson, Lena; Mikayla Carson, Newton; Emily Gully, Bay Springs; Abbie Smith, Louisville; Kendall Taylor, Macon; Alli Rawson, Union; and Greg Mitchell, Meridian; and (fourth row, 
from left) Matthew Evans, Forest; William Meruvia, Philadelphia; Zachary Yates, Paige Wall, Colton Ballard and Tyler Pigg, all of Decatur; Allie Killens, Saltillo; Brooke Wilson, Lena; Casey Cherry, Union; Elauran 
Vowell, Philadelphia; Joseph Aulds, Decatur; and Clint Walker, Newton. Warrior Corps members not pictured include Kelsey Bounds, Newton; Lucas Cavert, Jeffrey Hemphill and Johnny Kight, all of Louisville; 
Haley Chapman and Blake Cochran, both of Hickory; Denzel Clemons, Danielle Irons, Lashundra Rush and Chandler Smith, all of Philadelphia; Ian Cremeen, Enterprise; Tyler Gilmore, Union; Alexander Lee and 
Kelsey Tadlock, both of Decatur; Mary Anna Jefcoat, Brandon; and Nathan Powell and Breonka Simpson, both of Meridian. Student Services staff members Lanette Hanna and Romonica Evans serve as spon-
sors.  

We Want 
Your News!

E-mail information about  
your club/organization 
to gphillips@eccc.edu. 
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special to the tom-tom
Ac’cents Show Choir Presents Concert Nov. 27: Members of the East Central Community College 
show choir, The Ac’cents, presented their fall campus concert November 27, in Vickers Fine Arts Center 
Auditorium. There is no charge for admission and the public is invited to attend. This year’s music in-
cludes hits by Adele, Lady Gaga, Martina McBride, Michael Buble’, Earth, Wind and Fire and CeLo. Per-
formers and their respective hometowns include (from left) Chandler Smith, Decatur; Krissy Winstead, 
Union; Tyler Gilmore, Sebastopol; Jayohonnie Slaughter, Union; Sam Lovorn, Philadelphia; Claire Griffin 
and Jeremy Carson, both of Decatur; Taylor Gressett, Chunky; Turner Stevens, Carthage; Kara Miller, 
Decatur; Ryan Godwin, Newton; and Alex Weir, Philadelphia. Not pictured are sound technicians Jacob 
King of Sebastopol and Matthew Graham of Lake. The Ac’cents perform throughout the ECCC district, 
which includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties, as well as various community 
evens and campus concerts. For more information contact director Vicki Blaylock at 601-635-6225 or 
e-mail vblaylock@eccc.edu.

special to the tom-tom
ECCC’s Happy Hollandaise! Cast A “perfect” Christmas is the goal but the above scene suggests 
otherwise for cast members of East Central Community College’s dinner theatre production of Happy 
Hollandaise! by Tim Koenig, held Nov. 29-30 and Dec. 1. The two-act comedy was presented each eve-
ning in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Cast members and their respective hometowns include (seated from 
left) Shelby Parkman (as Vilma Hasenpferrer), Homewood; Sam Irby (Father William Abbot), Morton; 
and Virginia Easley (Mary Abbot), Nanih Waiya; and (standing from left) Holli Nutt (Claire Finley), Mor-
ton; Chelsey Smith (Inspector Abernathy), Brandon; Delaney Kilgore (Irene Quigley), Newton; Tanner 
Fortenberry (Larry Finch), Union; Colton Hurst (Phillip Finely), Hickory; and Cameron Hinkle (George 
Finely) Carthage. Not pictured are technical crew members George Conner Bond of Brandon and Kerry 
Ingle of Forest, and stage manager Claire Griffin and set manager Amanda Packer, both of Decatur.

special to the tom-tom
ECCC Concert Choir Performed Dec. 4: The East Central Community College Concert Choir pre-
sented its annual fall concert at 7 p.m. December 4, in the sanctuary of Clarke-Venable Baptist Church 
in Decatur. Selections included “And the Glory of the Lord” and “The Hallelujah Chorus,” both from 
Handel’s Messiah; “Gloria Fanfare” by Ames, “Dormi Jesu” by Sirett, “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child,” a 
spiritual by Larson; and “A Christmas Medley” written by Len Bobo. For more information contact direc-
tor Vicki Blaylock at 601-635-6225. The e-mail address is vblaylock@eccc.edu.

special to the tom-tom
EC’s Phi Beta Lambda Members Attend Etiquette Workshop: Shown above are members of East 
Central Community College’s Phi Beta Lambda chapter who participated in an Etiquette Workshop 
held at Mississippi State University-Meridian Nov. 2, 2012. Three PBL advisers and 15 club members 
attended the workshop and completed training in Dinner Etiquette, Networking Skills and Dressing for 
Success. Pictured are (front row, from left) adviser Christy Ferguson (business technology instructor); 
Patricia Thweatt, Decatur; Yashica Ickom, Lake; Flossie Hayes, Forest; Toya Steele, Louisville; Chel-
sea Gilmer, Philadelphia; Latisha Johnson, Decatur; Sandra Diehel, Sebastopol; and advisers Stella 
Dickerson (computer technology instructor) and Judith Hurtt (business technology instructor); and (back 
row, from left) Jared Jim, Choctaw; Delphine Edwards, Raleigh; Timmie Ivey, Little Rock; Yasmin Nicks, 
Lawrence; Jessie Boatner, Philadelphia; Demetria Davis, Newton; and Rachal Aburto, Morton.  

special to the tom-tom
PBL Students Donate to ECCC Technology in Classroom Project: Phi Beta Lambda students are 
doing their part to help raise funds for Operation Upgrade at East Central Community College. The spe-
cial “Technology in the Classroom” project involves installation of a technology standard in classrooms 
and labs throughout the College including a ceiling-mounted projector and a computer with Internet 
access and motorized screen. Cost is estimated at $4,500-$5000 per room or $225,000 - $250,000 
to complete the project. From left are Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director for Foundation and 
Alumni Relations and ECCC President Dr. Billy Stewart, shown receiving $500 from PBL vice presi-
dent Yashica Ickom of Lake and club president Tanner Fortenberry of Union, who along with other PBL 
members raised the funds by hosting a car wash on campus. Dr. Stewart expressed the importance of 
Operation Upgrade and expressed his appreciation to PBL students for their contribution. “It is impera-
tive that instructors and students at East Central Community College have access to up-to-date technol-
ogy in the classroom. We are committed to student success and quality teaching and learning at East 
Central and this project will allow us to continue our efforts to meet those institutional commitments,” 
said Dr. Stewart. “I am so pleased that our students recognize the need for this technology and are will-
ing to assist with its placement in every classroom at the College. They are demonstrating the adage of 
‘paying it forward’ and I could not be prouder of them.” Dr. Stewart said the project will be implemented 
in two phases with the entire project to be completed by the end of summer 2013. Operation Upgrade 
is being spearheaded by the College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges, whose members have challenged other student groups to assist in the 
fundraising project.  

special to the tom-tom
ECCC Art Students Offer Christmas Prints: East Central Community College’s Student Art Associa-
tion is once again offering Christmas prints for sale as a fundraiser for the organization and a designated 
charity. Prints are hand-colored, limited edition linocuts designed by sophomore Claire Griffin of Decatur 
and printed by club members. Proceeds will support the College’s art association and benefit Director 
of Bands Thomas W. Carson with medical and other expenses related to his battle with esophageal 
cancer. Each print is signed, numbered, matted, shrink-wrapped and ready to fit in a standard 10” x 
12” frame. “They make great small Christmas gifts and they are fast becoming a Christmas tradition,” 
said art instructor Christopher Brady. Prints are $15 each and can be purchased by sending a check to 
the ECCC Student Art Association. For more information, contact Chris Brady, 601-635-6229 or e-mail 
cbrady@eccc.edu.
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Faculty Corner

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Supports Breast Cancer Awareness: Numerous East Central Community College staff mem-
bers show their support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month by wearing “pink” October 22. Pictured are 
(first row, from left) Virgie Thames, administrative assistant for Small Business Development Center; 
Kimberly Mott, workforce development marketing specialist; Laura Thorne, accountant; Lynn French, ac-
counts payable clerk; and Felicity Purvis, assistant director of financial aid/work study; (second row, from 
left) Michaelle Smith, bookstore manager; Leslie Cleveland, bookstore clerk; Hilda Slaughter, accounting 
clerk; Angie Bradley, assistant director of financial aid loans; and Bridgett Hitt, financial aid administra-
tive assistant; and (back row, from left) Joey Kenna, Wired Grant Community Development facilitator; 
Megan Rigsby, business office clerk; Joseph Knight, director of workforce development; and Joe Barrett, 
workforce development coordinator. “Think Pink Day” was sponsored by the College’s Phi Beta Lambda 
chapter.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Staffers Don ‘Pink’ for Breast Cancer Awareness: These East Central Community College 
staff members dressed in pink attire October 22 in support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Shown 
above are (front, from left) Dr. Lisa McMillin, computer science instructor/division chairman; and Christy 
Ferguson, business technology instructor; (second row, from left) Dr. Evadna Lyons, associate degree 
nursing instructor; Jenna Wright, math instructor; and Lanette Hanna, academic counselor; (third row, 
from left) Christy Savell, associate degree nursing instructor; Romonica Evans, Career Center director/
academic counselor; and Robin Fulton, math instructor; and (back row, from left) Dr. Billy Stewart, presi-
dent; Michael Alexander, academic counselor; and Mickey Vance, vice president for business opera-
tions. “Think Pink Day” was sponsored by the College’s Phi Beta Lambda chapter.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Career-Tech Staff Attends Career Night: Staff members from the Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career-Technical Center are shown participating in College/Career Night held at Neshoba Central High 
School. From left are Sharon Brooks, counselor, and Suzette Chun, student services coordinator. The 
Career-Technical Center offers six programs to students in grades 10-12. For more information, call 
601-656-8544. The Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career-Technical Center is a division of East Central 
Community College. 

I’m a transfer student from a small town and 
community college. I searched for a place where 
I would be an individual and not just  
a number. After touring Carey for the first time, 

I realized Carey was a quality school with 

all I wanted: small size, great academic  
programs, and many activities to keep 
me engaged.

Anna Pickett
2011 community college graduate

•	 Caring, Christian environment
•	 Student/faculty ratio of 13:1
•	 24 undergraduate majors, 28 minors
•	 Generous scholarships in areas of academics, athletics,  

church-related vocations, and missionary dependent
•	 57 extracurricular activities
•	 ... and so much more!

www.wmcarey.edu

If you or someone you know is 
 

Talking about suicide 
Writing about suicide 
Thinking about suicide 

 

Don’t keep it a secret  
shatter the silence! 

 
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline  
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department  

of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit         
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information. 

   
   
    

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina    
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants.  The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. 
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Warrior Athletics
Lady Warriors Cruise Past PRC 
in Division Opener; Warriors Fall

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Jaianah Matthew poured in 
20 points and Tyneisa Mickens 
added 18 to lead East Central 
Community College’s women’s 
basketball team to an easy 67-
41 win over Pearl River Com-
munity College Monday night 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building.

With the victory, the Lady 
Warriors improved to 3-5 over-
all and more importantly 1-0 in 
the MACJC South Division un-
der first-year head coach Cran-
dal Porter.

Matthew is a 5-8 sophomore 
guard from Arkansas High 
School in Texarkana, AR, and 
Mickens is a 5-9 freshman 
guard from Noxubee County 
High School.

Other scorers were Xzan-
dra Dowd of Neville (La.) High 
School, 11; Jakela Johnson of 
West Jones, nine; Niya Hughes 
of Forest, seven; and Chelsea 
Campbell of Forest and Ren-
ishsa Evans of Newton County, 
one each. Dowd led in rebounds 
with 13.

The Lady Warriors held a 36-
24 advantage at the break. 

In the men’s contest, EC is 
still looking for its first win in 
nine starts under seventh year 
head coach Maurice Bowie after 
falling 81-66 to the Wildcats.

Aquill Baynard, a 6-8 sopho-
more forward and product of 
Elsik High School in Houston, 
Texas, led EC with 18 points 
and 11 rebounds.

Other point makers were Ha-
keem Wesley of Newton County, 
15; Akeem Toppin of Columbus, 
14; Walter Evans of Hatties-
burg, seven; Chris Rhoney of 
West Lauderdale and Johnny 
Thompson of Meridian, three 
each; and TeJiminon Leather-
wood of Northridge (Ala.) High 
School, Bobby Wrench of Co-
lumbus and Tyler Anderson of 
Carver Military Academy in 
Chicago, two each.

Kaven Bernard pumped in 17 
points to lead the Wildcats, who 
improved to 7-1 overall and 2-0 
in league play.

EC trailed 38-32 at halftime.
ECCC SquadS drop  

dECiSionS to northEaSt
ECCC’s basketball squads 

continue to struggle in early 
season action as both registered 
setbacks to Northeast Mississip-
pi Community College Novem-
ber 15 in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building.

The Lady Warriors were out-
scored by a 79-66 margin and 
the Warriors fell 94-69 in the 
non-division battles.

Sophomores Dowd and Mat-
thew each tallied 11 points 
to lead the EC women, who 
dropped to 1-6 overall under 
Porter.

Other scorers were Johnson, 
10; Hughes and Evans, eight 
each; Mickens, seven;  Camp-
bell of Forest, five; Nakia Miller 
of Louisville, four; and Tyler 
Hearn of West Jones, two.

EC trailed 36-25 at the break.
Wesley pumped in 22 points 

to lead the Warriors who remain 
winless in seven starts under 
Bowie.

Other point makers were 
Leatherwood, 11; Baynard, 
10; Brock Hall of Paul W. Bry-
ant High School in Tuscaloo-
sa, eight; Keivondre Watford 
of Tuscaloosa Central, five; 
Rhoney, four; Demarcus Clay-
ton of Bay Springs, three; Top-
pin and Evans, two each; and 
Jamere Eichelberger of Louis-
ville and Anderson, one each.

EC trailed 47-37 at the break.
Lady Warrior raLLy FaLLS 

Short; WarriorS StiLL 
Looking For FirSt Win

After trailing 43-16 in first-
half action, the Lady Warriors 
rallied to take a slim lead late 
in the contest but the Holmes 
Community College women 
made key shots in the final sec-
onds to claim a hard-fought 79-
77 decision in EC’s home opener 
November 12 in the Brackeen-

Wood Physical Education Build-
ing.

Matthew led the comeback at-
tempt with 27 points and six re-
bounds but her efforts fell short 
as EC fell to 1-5 under Porter. 

Johnson also had a productive 
night as she poured in 20 points 
and grabbed seven rebounds. 

Other scorers for EC included 
Dowd, 12; Evans, eight; Mick-
ens, five; Taylor Brister of Law-
rence County, three; and Miller, 
two. Dowd led in rebounds with 
nine.

EC trailed 48-25 at the break 
but outscored the visitors by 
a 52-31 margin to almost com-
plete the rally.

In the men’s contest, EC 
trailed 32-24 at halftime and 
was unable to overcome the 
deficit in a 72-58 setback to the 
visitors.  

Toppin tallied 15 points and 
hauled in eight rebounds to lead 
the Warriors who are winless in 
six starts under Bowie. 

Other point makers were Bay-
nard, 14; Wesley, nine; Watford, 
eight; Rhoney, five; Clayton, 
four; Leatherwood, two; and 
Eichelberger, one.

ECCC SquadS StumbLE  
at itaWamba

ECCC’s basketball squads 
continue to struggle against 
MACJC North Division com-
petition as both teams dropped 
decisions at Itawamba Com-
munity College November 8 in 
Fulton.

The Lady Warriors were out-
scored by an 85-65 margin and 
the Warriors’ rally fell short in a 
76-68 setback.

Johnson poured in 25 points 
to lead the EC women, whose re-
cord stands a 1-3 under Porter.

Other point makers were 
Mickens, 13; Matthew, 10; Ev-
ans, eight; Hughes, five; Dowd, 
three; and Miller, one. 

Evans led in rebounds with 
12. Dowd was credited with 10 
boards.

EC trailed 37-33 at the break.
In the men’s contest, East 

Central trailed 41-25 at the 
break but rallied to outscore the 
Indians by a 43-35 margin in 
second half action.

Baynard, tallied 22 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds to lead 
the Warriors who remain win-
less in four starts under Bowie.

Other point makers were Wes-
ley, 15; Evans, seven; Leath-
erwood and Rhoney, six each; 
Clayton and Eichelberger, four 
each; and Wrench and Watford, 
two each.

ECCC SquadS FaLL  
to northEaSt

Road woes continue for 

ECCC’s basketball squads fol-
lowing non-division action No-
vember 5 at Northeast Missis-
sippi Community College in 
Booneville.

The Lady Warriors fell 83-75 
and the Warriors were edged 
88-83.

Matthew poured in 22 points 
to lead EC’s women who fell to 
1-2 overall under Porter.

Matthew made eight of 14 
field goals and connected on 
three of seven shots from three-
point range. She was three of six 
from the free-throw line. 

Other scorers and their respec-
tive high schools  were Mickens, 
14; Dowd, nine; Brister, Evans 
and Johnson, eight each; Miller, 
four; and Hearn, two.

Evans led in rebounds with 
10.

EC trailed 44-42 at the break.
In the men’s contest, Wesley 

pumped in 29 points to lead the 
Warriors who fell to 0-3 under 
Bowie.

Wesley made 12 of 21 field 
goals and connected on five of 12 
treys. 

Other scorers and their re-
spective high schools include 
Rhoney, 14; Watford, nine; 
Baynard, seven; Clayton, six; 
Evans, five; Leatherwood, four; 
Eichelberger, three; and Top-
pin, Wrench and Tyler Ander-
son, two each.

The score was tied 45-45 at 
halftime.

ECCC Lady WarriorS Win 
SEaSon opEnEr

Matthew pumped in 18 points 
and led ECCC’s Lady Warriors 
to a 55-54 win over Coahoma 
Community College in the sea-
son opener for both squads held 
November 1 on the Clarksdale 
campus.

Other EC scorers were Jones, 
11; Dowd, nine; Evans, seven; 
Hughes, four; and Miller, Bris-
ter and Mickens, two each.

Shyuna Johnson poured in 15 
points to lead the Lady Tigers. 
Her trey in the game’s final 
seconds narrowed the EC ad-
vantage to 55-54 but the Lady 
Warriors held on and provided 
Porter with his first win as head 
coach.

East Central led 29-21 at the 
break.

EC’s men were not as fortu-
nate in their season opener and 
fell 77-71 to the host Tigers.

Wesley was EC’s top scorer 
with 24 points. 

Other point makers were Bay-
nard, 15; Evans, eight; Topping, 
seven; Clayton, five; Rhoney 
and Eichelberger, four each; 
Wrench, three; and Leather-
wood, one.

EC led 35-34 at halftime.

sPeCiaL tO the tOm-tOm
Baynard Grabs Rebound: East Central Community College’s Aquill Baynard (23) hauls in a rebound 
during the Warriors’ home opener with Holmes Community College Nov. 12 in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building. Baynard, a 6-8 sophomore forward from Houston, Texas, scored 14 points 
and grabbed seven rebounds in the non-division battle won 72-58 by the visiting Bulldogs. Also pictured 
is Holmes defender Patrick Banks (10). 

Matthew Launches 
Shot: Jaianah Matthew 
(25) attempts a three-
point shot for the East 
Central Community 
College Lady Warriors 
during the squad’s home 
opener with Holmes 
Community College 
Nov. 12 in the Brackeen-
Wood Physical Educa-
tion Building. Matthew, 
a 5-8 sophomore guard 
from Texarkana, Ark., 
poured in 27 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors 
whose rally from a 43-16 
deficit fell short, 79-77.

sPeCiaL tO the tOm-tOm

    

Wesley Launches 
Shot: Hakeem Wes-
ley (14) attempts a 
short jumper during 
East Central Com-
munity College’s 
MACJC South 
Division opener with 
Pearl River Commu-
nity College Monday 
night. Wesley, a 6’ 
sophomore guard 
and product of 
Newton County High 
School, tallied 15 
points in the league 
battle won 81-66 by 
the visiting Wildcats. 
EC remains winless 
after nine starts in 
the 2012-13 cam-
paign.  

sPeCiaL tO the tOm-tOm

sPeCiaL tO the tOm-tOm
Matthew Leads EC to Victory: Sophomore guard Jaianah Matthew 
(25) scores two of her 20 points in leading Lady Warriors to a 67-41 
thumping of Pearl River Community College Monday night in Deca-
tur.  
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Warrior Athletics

Special to the tom-tom
ECCC Diamond Warriors Wooten, Signa Continuing Careers Two more sophomore members of 
the 2012-13 East Central Community College baseball team have signed national letters of intent to 
continue their careers on the university level. Seated from left are right-handed pitchers Mitchell Wooten 
of Carthage and Severino Signa of Stoneville, who both signed with the University of West Alabama in 
Livingston during a recent ceremony held in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building on the De-
catur campus. Wooten (6’, 190) missed the 2011 campaign due to injury but was an All-State selection 
from Edinburg High School. He also received National Pitcher of the Week recognition from Max Preps. 
His parents are Don and Barbara Wooten. Signa (6’, 185) was an MIAS All-State and All-Star selec-
tion following a standout season at Deer Creek School in Arcola, MS. His parents are Frank and Donna 
Signa. Standing from left are ECCC baseball coaches Jack Edmonson, Neal Holliman (head) and Justin 
Brewer. Holliman said of the Diamond Warrior standouts: “Both of these young men have the ability to 
be major impacts for West Alabama and their pitching staff. Both are very good students as well as pos-
sessing good upside on the mound. We expect both to be significant contributors for us in the upcom-
ing spring campaign.” Five sophomore players have now signed letters of intent with various four-year 
colleges and universities.

Special to the tom-tom
EC Warriors Collect Food for Area Needy: These East Central Community College football players 
are shown with numerous food items collected as a result of their “Sack Hunger” project. The items 
were collected over a four-week period from various student organizations and staff members and were 
recently delivered to Hickory Baptist Church for distribution to area needy families. From left are Kyron 
Samuels, Fairhope, Ala.; Ben Brooks, Meridian; Martin Johnson, Preston; Kyle Koch, Meridian; Kalvin 
Smith, Decatur; and Cedric Kirkman of Tuscaloosa, who were among the many Warriors who partici-
pated in the project.

special to the tom tom

Four East Central Commu-
nity College football standouts 
were selected to participate in 
the 39th annual MACJC All-
Star Classic held Dec. 1, 2012, 
at Northeast Mississippi Com-
munity College in Booneville. 

Warriors tapped as MACJC 
South Division All-Stars are 
wide receiver/defensive back 
Ricky Hunt (5-11, 180), a 
product of North Panola High 
School, defensive back Za Reese 
(6-1, 160) of Morton, and offen-
sive linemen Dustin Tubby (6-
2, 315) of Neshoba Central and 
Shaquille Patrick (6-5, 320) of 
Scott Central.

Hinds Community College 
head football coach Gene Mur-
phy and his staff coached the 
South All-Stars. Freeman Hor-
ton and his Coahoma Commu-
nity College staff directed the 
North squad.

The MACJC All-Star Classic 
features some of the state’s top 
JUCO players each year and 
serves as a springboard from 
community college to the next 
level of football competition. 
Numerous athletes from past 
All-Star Classics have contin-
ued their careers on the univer-
sity level. 

Special to the tom-tom
ECCC Diamond Warriors Continuing Careers: Seated are members of the East Central Commu-
nity College baseball team who are shown signing national letters of intent to continue their careers on 
the university level. From left are outfielders Xzavier Franklin and Terrance Steele, who both signed 
with Mississippi Valley State University; and shortstop Tim Anderson who inked with the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham. Franklin posted a .292 batting average and collected 14 RBIs in 2012. He is a 
product of Newton County High School, where his coach was EC alumnus Wyatt Tullos. Steele pounded 
19 singles and four doubles and was credited with 15 RBIs. He is also one of the team’s top base 
runners with 20 stolen bases. Steele is a product of Neshoba Central High School and played for EC 
alumnus Brian Jones. Anderson led the 2012 Diamond Warriors at the plate with a .362 batting average 
and 39 RBIs. He was also credited with four home runs, a triple and nine doubles and scored a team 
high 44 runs. Anderson is a product of Hillcrest High School in Tuscaloosa. His high school coach was 
Todd Agee. Standing from left are Diamond Warrior coaches Jack Edmonson, Neal Holliman (head) and 
Justin Brewer. “We are tremendously proud of all three young men,” said Holliman. “Their success is 
another attribute of our program and represents our growth.” Coach Holliman said several other sopho-
more players decided not to commit during the early signing period and will keep their options open until 
the spring. 

Four Warriors Named MACJC South All-Stars

hunt

tubby patrick

reese

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, efficient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today 
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natu-
ral gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like 
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as 
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember 
safety first when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.

Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is 
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere. 
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rot-
ten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.

From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high stan-
dards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.

Damage Prevention

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from 
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800-
227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig. 
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can 
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.

~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by 
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance 
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should 
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:

Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:

~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to find or stop the leak.

~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, flashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate 
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.

~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-917-
6119.

Remember - Never try to find the leak yourself!!!

To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus 
Police at 601-527-8939.

For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.
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Warrior Scene
Scenes from Fall Festival 2012
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