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Centralette Tryouts 

Scheduled April 9 

Mandatory Workshop Slated for March 27 

East Central Community College will hold 
tryouts for the Centralettes, the danceline for 
the Warrior Wall O' Sound Marching Band, 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 9 in the South 
Campus Gymnasium. A mandatory pre-try- 
out clinic will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 27. Only those auditioning 
may attend tryouts. 

All Centralettes receive full tuition scholar¬ 
ships. 

For more information, contact Thomas 
Carson, Director of Bands, at 601 -635-6228. 
The email address is tcarson@eccc.edu. 

Cheerleader Tryouts 

Scheduled March 22 

East Central Community College will hold 
tryouts for the 2008-09 Warrior Cheerieading 
Squad and Mascot on Saturday, March 22 at 9 
a.m. in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa¬ 
tion Building on the Decatur campus. 

Pre-tryout clinics will be held from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 18 and from 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, March 19 and are mandato¬ 
ry for all applicants. Optional open practices 
will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on consecutive 
Sundays February 10 through March 16 in the 
South Campus Gym. 

There is a $30 nonrefundable application 
fee for all participants, which includes tryout 
attire. Full tuition scholarships are available 
for all male and female cheerleaders selected 
for the squad and one mascot. 

For more information contact cheer coach 
Huellen Watson at 601 -260-5345. The email 
address is huelIen@yahoo.com. 

EC to Host 'Senior 

Days' April 1-2 

East Central Community College will host 
its annual Senior Days for area high school 
seniors on April 1 and 2, 2008. 

"All area seniors are welcome to attend a 
day of entertainment and information," said Joe 
Killens, Vice President for Student Services. 

Activities begin with registration at Huff 
Auditorium from 9 to 9:30 a.m. and end with 
a complimentary lunch at noon. All campus 
clubs and organizations will have a booth 
at the Information Showcase in the Brack¬ 
een-Wood Physical Education Building and 
advisors from academic, career, and technical 
programs will also be available. 

Also on tap for the day are performances by 
the Collegians rock-n-roll band, Ac'cents show 
choir and the Percussion Ensemble. 

"We look forward to visiting with our dis¬ 
trict seniors and providing information on why 
they should make East Central their college 
choice," Killens added. 
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ECCC Players to Present 'GREASE' March 31, April 7/ 3-5 

Members of the ECCC musical cast "GREASE" include (front row, from left) Dru Anderson and Carmen 
Ezell, both of Decatur; and Anna Laurie Ezell of Union; (second row, from left) Aaron Mann of Carthage, 
Brookes Mayes of Newton, Dekota Anthony of Philadelphia, Emilee Lanier of Little Rock and Dinah H. Lach- 
ney of Decatur; (third row, from left) Nicole Dunavant of Little Rock, Ryan Reeves of Forest, Jonathan Federick 
of Hickory, Kyle Barrett of Decatur, Drew Harrison of Little Rock, Noah Cook of Hickory, Jennifer Sistrunk 
of of Carthage, Aaron Morrison of Newton and McClain Mullins of Tupelo; and (back row, from left) Sharla 
Joyner of Little Rock, Anna Munn of Collinsville, Kylie Rigdon of Union, Logan McDonald of Conehatta, Mi¬ 
chael Sanford of Carthage, Nathan Spears of Union, Caitlin Harper of Decatur, Courtney Elkins of Lena, and 
Meagan Cook of Carthage. 

'You're The One That I Want' 

The East Centra! Community College Players will 
present their spring musical selection, "GREASE," at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 1 and Thursday through Sat¬ 
urday, April 3-5, in theVickers Fine Arts Auditorium 
on the Decatur campus. A maitinee performance is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. on Monday, March 31. Tickets 
are $5. 

Set in the 1950s, this musical features the spir¬ 
ited Rydell High class of 1959. "The gum chewing, 
hubcap stealing, hot rod loving boys and their wise¬ 
cracking girls in bobby socks and pedal pushers cap¬ 
ture the look and sound of the decade in a rollicking 
musical," said director Joan Grimes. 

"While hip Danny Zuko and wholesome Sandy 
Dumbrowski resolve the problems of their mutual 
attraction, the gang sings and dances its way through 
such nostalgic scenes as the pajama party, the prom, 
the burger place and the drive-in movie." 

Cast members include Drew Harrison (Danny), 
Emilee Lanier (Rizzo) and Nicole Dunavant (Cha- 
Cha), all of Little Rock; Carmen Ezelle (Sandy), Kyle 
Barrett (Roger) and Dru Anderson (Marty), all of 
Decatur; Noah Cook (Kenicki) and Jonathan Fedrick 
(Sonny), both of Hickory; Dekota Anthony (Jan) of 
Philadelphia, Anna Laurie Ezelle (Frenchy) and Josh 

Dickerson (Doody), both of Union; Aaron Morrison 
(Eugene) and Brookes Mayes (Patty Simcox), both of 
Newton; Jennifer Sistrunk (Miss Lynch) and Aaron 
Mann (Teen Angel), both of Carthage; Ryan Reeves 
Uohnny Casino) of Forest and McClain Mullins (Vince 
Fontaine) of Tupelo. 

Chorus members include Nichole Ball and Jalisa 
Smith, both of Louisville; Kacy Covert and Anna 
Munn, both of Collinsville; Sharla Joyner and Dinah 
Lachney, both of Little Rock; Hannah McCloud of 
Chunky, Kylie Rigdon, Allison Leach and Nathan 
Spears, all of Union; Jennifer Sistrunk, Meagan Cook, 
and Michael Sandford, all of Carthage; Rebecca 
Watkins of Philadelphia, Christopher Clark of Lena, 
Logan McDonald of Conehatta and Shari Nick of 
Forest. 

Also assisting with the production are crew mem¬ 
bers Beth Aleander of Little Rock, Brittany Bobo and 
Christopher Buckley, both of Union; Keia Eichelberg- 
er and Brandi Tollett, both of Louisville; J.B. Files and 
Brad Reynolds, both of Noxapater; Debbie Lawrence 
of Kosciusko, Holly McMullan of Bay Springs and 
Christopher Merrell of Newton. 

ECCC keyboard instructor Natalie Emmons serves 
as music director. 
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Cheatham To Lead 

Warriors in 2008 

Terry Underwood has resigned as head 
football coach at East Central Community 
College. 

Underwood's, whose resignation was 
approved during December meeting of the 
College's Board ofTrustees, will remain on 
staff as athletic director until his contract 
expires on June 30, 2008. A new athletic 
director will be named at a later date. 

Steve Cheatham, who served the past 
year as Underwood's defensive coordinator, 
has been named as Underwood's successor 
effective Jan. 3, 2008, said College president 
Dr. Phil Sutphin. 

In recommending the coaching veteran 
as the College's 19th head football coach, 
Dr. Sutphin said Cheatham "...is a man of 
integrity and has demonstrated a total com¬ 
mitment to the best interest of the Warrior 
football program." 

Cheatham is busy on the recruiting trail 
while also in the process of putting together 
a staff of assistants. 

Underwood accumulated a 38-46 record 
during his 10 years as head football coach. 
His most successful season was the 1999 
campaign when the Warriors were MACJC 
South Division runners-up and advanced to 
the state playoffs en route to an 8-3 record. 
Underwood's teams also experienced win¬ 
ning campaigns in 2001 arid 2002, finish¬ 
ing with 6-4 marks both years. The Warriors 
went 3-6 in 2007, with several losses com¬ 
ing late in fourth quarter action. 

Prior to taking over the ECCC program in 
1998, Underwood served three years as an 
assistant to Willie "Tenny" Coats and helped 
lead the Warriors to a 10-1 record in 1996, 
which included a 7-6 victory over Middle 
Georgia College in the Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic in Brunswick, Ga. 
The Warriors were ranked fifth in the final 
NJCAA football poll. 

Underwood is also a former assistant and 
strength coach at Pearl River Community 
College, and earlier served as defensive 
coordinator and strength coach at Jones 
County Junior College, his alma mater. 

In addition, he has coaching experience 
on the secondary level, having served as an 
assistant on the football and track teams at 
Hattiesburg High School. 

Underwood began his coaching career as 
a graduate assistant at Delta State University. 

He is a graduate of Seminary High 
School, JCJC and DSU, where he received 
bachelor and master's degrees in education. 
He was also a football and track standout at 
all three schools. He was shot put champion 
in the Gulf South Conference while attend¬ 
ing DSU. 

Underwood is married to the former Car-, 
rie Shawn Massengale of Collins, who serves 
as secretary in the College's athletic depart¬ 
ment. They have three children, Levi, Cali 
and Trest. 

Prior to rejoining the ECCC staff last year, 
Cheatham served two years as head football 
coach at Neshoba Central High School. He 
served the previous two years as director 

See CHEATHAM, Page 10 

Polk Issues Challenge to ECCC Diamond Warriors 

By MARTY STAMPER 

Special to The Tom-Tom 

When long-time Mississippi 
State head baseball coach Ron 
Polk spoke an estimated crowd 
of 200 at the second-annual 
First Pitch Dinner on Jan. 22 at 
East Central Community Col¬ 
lege, he issued the Diamond 
Warriors a few challenges. 

Surprisingly to those unfa¬ 
miliar with the Bulldog skip¬ 
per, none had anything to do 
with repeating as MACJC state 
champions. 

"We have all these 18, 19, 
20-year old boys here tonight 
... what an exciting time in 
their lives," Polk said. 

"The scoreboard is going to 
be turned on in a few weeks. 
I really like shaking the hands 
of the other coach after we've 
won, but it's not the only thing. 
Baseball is a sport and should 
be treated as such, not as a 
war. 

"In life, you're going to have 
winners and losers. That's what 
its all about. But these young 
men play because they enjoy 

the game, the fellowship, 
the competition. 

"Raising young men in this 
age is difficult. It's our job to 
make sure they understand the 
more important things. 

"Let's love them and nuture 
them. And let's discipline them 
with what's right and what's 
wrong. There are so many dis¬ 
tractions today. 

"The next three or four years 
are going to determine what 
you become the rest of your 
life. You cannot replace these 
years." 

Polk listed four steps for 
the Warriors to follow to help 
ensure bright futures. 

"You've got to have faith in 
a supreme being. Without faith, 
you walk through life without 
purpose. 

"You need to have some¬ 
thing to pick you up because 
you're going to have good 
days as well as bad days. 

"You have to have a com¬ 
mitment to be something 
special. 

"And you need to make a 
difference in someone's life 
every day. This world needs dif¬ 
ference makers." 

Polk also took the opportu¬ 

nity to throw in a few barbs at 
SEC rival Ole Miss. 

"I have great respect for 
the city of Oxford," Polk said. 
"It's a great place to visit, not 
to stay. Whenever I'm there, I 
always ask for a room without 
a view." 

He also recognized former 
MSU Bulldog and ECCC War¬ 
rior Hank Thorns. 

"When he played, he 
looked like a Greek god. Now 
he looks like a Greek restau¬ 
rant." 

And no Polk speech comes 
without a not-so-friendly refer¬ 
ence to the NCAA. 

"The NCAA is not a friend 
of college baseball," Polk said. 
"But there are no umpires and 
no NCAA people here, so we're 
going to get along great." 

Warrior coach Neil Hol- 
liman announced several 
improvements to the Clark-Gay 
Baseball Complex. Among 
them are 17 flag poles rep¬ 
resenting each of the MACJC 
member schools. A new 
entrance is currently being 
constructed and 58 
chairback seats have been 
installed for the 2008 cam¬ 
paign. 

Ron Polk (standing, center) was the featured speaker during the second annual ECCC First-Pitch 
Dinner. Also pictured are Gene Davis (left), Dean of Adult and Continuing Education who served as 
master of ceremonies; and ECCC head baseball coach Neal Holliman. 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL 

Apple, Inc. Looks to the 

Future in Macworld 2008 

Looking Forward 

While Looking Back 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

As I tried to decide on a 
topic for this issue, I found 
myself reflecting on the past 
year. As I grow older I find the 
years flying by as if they are 
only mere weeks or months. 

When I reflect on 2007, I 
review my personal goals as 
well as the events that changed 
the world...or at least most of 
the world heard about it. 

Personally, I graduated from 
high school with honors and 
this summer saved lives as I 
worked as a I ifeguard once 
again last summer. I was also 
able to meet many wonderful 
and interesting people not only 
through by job but also here at 
East Central. 

I learned that the friends 
you have for a lifetime may 
one day disappoint you. I also 
learned that trust is something 
to be earned and should not 
be handed out to anyone. Also, 
the best thing is often not the 
easiest thing to do. 

The world had its share 
of ups and downs in 2007 as 
well. We saw teen pop stars fall 
from grace. We saw more jobs 
go overseas as we watched gas 
prices soar into three dollars a 
gallon and in some parts of the 
country even four. 

Even more athletes were 
caught committing crimes 
and breaking rules. Children's 
toys were even dangerous and 
California continued to go up 
in flames. 

As well as Hollywood's 
writers went on strike which 
put a halt on many production 

and put many others out of a 
job as well. Most devastating, 
we entered a fifth year of the 
Iraqi War which has claimed 
nearly four thousand American 
soldiers alone and have seen 
many foreign political leaders 
killed. 

On a more positive note, 
technology excelled even fur¬ 
ther with the Wii and i Phone. 
Cancer death rates continued 
to fall with more and more 
medical advances become 
available. The bald eagle left 
the endangered species list. 
Americans set a record for 
charity donations at $3 billion. 

North Korea shut down sole 
nuclear weapons facilities. As 
well as New York City's murder 
rate continued to decrease. 
In 2008, the world has much 
promise. 

With the Olympic Games in 
the summer and a presidential 
election in November, hope¬ 
fully next year we can reflect 
on much more good news than 
bad. 

Also, perhaps global 
warming can be fixed with Al 
Gore's many efforts and movies 
about the subject. Maybe, just 
maybe, society can stop being 
so transfixed on teen pop stars 
that they may actually be able 
to go to a store without being 
followed by forty paparazzi. 
Personally, I plan to approach 
each aspect of my life with a 
higher standard and a fresh 
new look on the world. 

Perhaps that is the best 
thing about the clock striking 
12:00 on December 31; every¬ 
one gets to start over...some¬ 
what. 
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Random Thoughts and a Pen 

By KENNETH TROTTER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Ever been so excited about 
going to a new place to see 
something new? Have you ever 
wanted to see new faces and 
just to have a whole unknown 
experience? 

If anyone really knows 
me, they know that I always 
say "God won't let anything 
happen that is not already set in 
your plan." But the truth is that 
I am not sure that I even believe 
my own consoling phrase. 

Have you ever tried too hard 
at something until you failed 

at it? I have failed at a lot of 
things, but I have succeeded 
at a lot of things also. Will the 
tasks go in my life's "file folder" 
as one step ahead, or as two 
steps backwards? 

Sometimes we try so hard 
to fulfill what our parents have 
sight for us to do that we don't 
get to fulfill what is in our own 
hearts. I guess what I am trying 
to say is take chances, but make 
sure they are the right ones. 
Hold your head up so you can 
see all that is ahead of you. 

Whether good or bad, you 
never have the chance again 
that you took!! Follow your 
heart. 

Words from a Warrior... 

If you could have anyone as your 

Valentine, who would you choose? 

"Joe Killens" 
Calli Cumberland 
Newton County 

"My girlfriend, 
Audrey Town ley." 

Dalton Brae kin 
Union 

"Matthew McConaughey" 
Beth Ann Wade (left) 

Union 
"Prince Harry" 

Anna Johnson (right) 
Union 

"Head football coach 
Steve Cheatham." 

Marcie Pinson 
and Romonica Evans 

Student Services Staffers 

Crenshaw Earns Doctorate; Makes Conference Presentation 

By BETH ALEXANDER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

No, there's not a new 
teacher on campus, Mr. Cren¬ 
shaw simply has a new prefix! 
As many of you know, Dr. 
Crenshaw received his PhD 

in May of 2007. Although he 
teaches history here at ECCC, 
Dr. Crenshaw's degree is in 
Community College Leader¬ 
ship. 

While working towards his 
doctorate, he wrote his disser¬ 
tation, titled The Motivational 
Readiness to Change Leisure 
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Time, Physical Activity Behav¬ 
ior of Mississippi Community 
College Students. 

Recently, Dr. Crenshaw 
traveled to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico where he presented 
his findings to a group attend¬ 
ing the 2008 conference of the 
National Association for Kine- 
siology and Physical Education 
in Higher Education. Dr. Cren¬ 
shaw was the only delegate 
there that represented a com¬ 
munity college. He said that he 
felt honored to be among so 
many university professors from 
across the country. 

Dr. Crenshaw attended this 
convention in an effort to have 
his dissertation published. His 
findings outline the motivation 
of community college students 
in Mississippi to participate 
in physical activity while they 
have leisure time. 

Dr. Crenshaw used surveys 
of students from East Central 
and Copiah Lincoln Com¬ 
munity College to acquire 
his information. After survey¬ 
ing students, Dr. Crenshaw 
placed students into one of five 
categories. The first category, 
being students who participate 
in zero physical activity during 
leisure time, and five being 
students who habitually partici¬ 

pate in physical activity. 
Dr. Crenshaw believes 

that these findings are impor¬ 
tant and worthy of publishing 
because they cover information 
previously un-researched. He 
states that, "Community col¬ 
leges currently provide a major¬ 
ity of our workforce." 

His point is that, in order to 
keep this workforce healthy, our 
community college students 
should maintain healthy, active 
lifestyles. Obesity and other 
health issues are on the rise; 
therefore, if students can stay 
healthy, they will have more 
opportunities to work, and to 
keep economic factors, such 
as workman's leave and health 
insurance in check. 

Dr. Crenshaw believes that 
mandatory physical education 
classes should be implemented. 
For example, to graduate from 
Pearl River Community College 
you must have one semester 
of physical education in their 
workout center. 

So take advantage of the 
opportunities that we have on 
campus! Enroll in a fitness and 
conditioning class, check out 
our fitness center in Student 
Services, or take a walk around 
the track behind the football 
field! 

By SHAUN COOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Apple, Inc. recently kicked 
off the New Year by hosting its 
annual Macworld Conference 
and Expo on January 14th - 
18th in San Francisco, Califor¬ 
nia. The Macworld conference 
is the Mac user's equivalent to 
the PC user's Windows Hard¬ 
ware Engineering Conference. 

Each year at Macworld, 
Steve Jobs and the Apple 
family introduces a host of new 
products, software upgrades, 
and outlooks on the coming 
year. For example, in Mac¬ 
world 2007, Apple CEO Steve 
Jobs introduced the world to 
an upgraded Apple TV and the 
revolutionary iPhone. During 
his annual keynote address at 
Macworld 2008, Steve Jobs 
revealed four primary changes 
to the Mac industry. 

First, he announced the 
addition of a new backup 
device called Time Capsule 
that works seamlessly with 
the much-praised new feature 
in OS X Leopard called Time 
Machine. Time Machine is the 
backup program for the Mac 
that allows the user to easily 
make frequent backups of the 
computer's hard drive. 

Time Capsule is much like 
a revamped Apple Airport 
Extreme base with added 
speed and memory. With Time 
Capsule, the user will now 
be able to wirelessly make 
backups of all their files. Time 
Capsule comes in two models: 
a 500GB model that runs $299 
and a 1TB model for $499. 

Second, Steve Jobs 
announced major software 
upgrades for the iPhone and 
newly released iPod touch. 
The.upgradeiar4he iPhone 
includes features such as a 
customizable home screen, the 
ability to text more than one 
individual at a time, the ability 
to make icons to frequently 
visited websites directly upon 
the home screen, and a more 
powerful Maps application. 

The upgrade comes free to 
iPhone users; however, iPod 
touch users can purchase an 

upgrade for just under $20 
that allows them to view song 
lyrics, customize the home 
screen, and use other various 
applications. 

Third, Mr. Jobs announced 
a revamped iTunes player and 
Apple TV that included movie 
rentals directly from iTunes. 
With the new player, iTunes 
users are now able to rent 
movies directly from the iTunes 
movie catalog which has 
movies from all of the major 
movie studios. Movie rentals 
range from $2.99 for cataloged 
movies and $3.99 for new 
releases. Also, for an additional 
dollar, users can rent selected 
movies in High Definition 
format. 

The new Apple TV now 
allows users to operate the 
console without the use of 
a computer. Users can now 
buy music, look at photos, 
rent movies, and download 
podcasts all directly from their 
television sets. 

Lastly, Mr. Jobs announced 
the newest addition to the Mac 
family: the MacBook Air. The 
Macbook Air is considered the 
"world's thinnest notebook" 
measuring 0.76 inches at its 
thickest point and 0.16 inches 
at its thinnest point. 

The MacBook Air weighs 
a mere 3 lbs. and has a full 
size keyboard and 13.3 in. 
LCD display. Steve Jobs also 
announced that the MacBook 
Air runs an Intel Core 2 Duo 
processor, has a standard 80 
GB hard drive, 2 MB of RAM, 
and a larger multi-touch track¬ 
pad. 

He also made note that the 
MacBook Air does not contain 
an optical drive, Ethernet port, 
or removable battery. 

With the introduction of 
Time Cansule, iPhone/iPod ^ i .-.i . 
software updates, iTunes fnovie 
rentals, a redesigned Apple 
TV, and the new MacBook 
Air, Apple left consumers with 
greater reasons to purchase 
their products. Macworld 
2008 left observers looking 
forward to another innovative 
year with Apple, Inc. 

Cloverfield: A Review 

By ANTHONY WILLIAMS 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

The movie "Cloverfield" 
came out the other day, and 
I went to go see it with some 
friends of mine. I found the 
movie to riveting. It never 
lost my attention, using an 
unorthodox filmmaking style by 
shooting the entire movie in a 
home-movie camera format. 

This works brilliantly, by 
putting the viewer right there 
in the.action, and making you 
feel like you were really there. 
Cloverfield takes place in New 
York City, in the modern day; 
the makers of the film felt that 
America didn't really have a 
good "monster movie". 

Yes, we have King Kong, 
and that Godzilla movie from 
the nineties starring Matthew 
Broderick (am I the only one 
who remembers that?). How¬ 
ever King Kong was imported, 
and obliviously Godzilla is 
from Japan. 

The filmmakers went all out, 
creating not only an original 
monster (who went unnamed) 
but also put the time and effort 
to make the monster scary, mys¬ 
terious, and to quote a charac¬ 
ter in the movie: "I don't what it 
is, but it's winning", referencing 
the general feeling of hopeless¬ 
ness as mankind did all in it's 
power to stop the behemoth. 

The filmmakers also cast a 
group of talented unknowns. 

The acting in this film had to be 
challenging, the cast needed to 
react not as invincible Holly¬ 
wood action heroes, but as real 
people, feeling the pain and 
fear that any of us would feel 
in that situation. However, this 
movie does have its drawbacks. 

The home-movie camera feel 
will give you a headache if you 
don't forget to blink occasion¬ 
ally, the camera shakes around 
violently at times (like I don't 
know; when a giant monster is 
chasing the guy holding it) and 
sometimes the lighting is bad, 
but on purpose. 

Also, the man holding the 
camera throughout ninety-five 
percent of the movie has to 
speak every dumb thought and 
idea that comes his way (this 
could easily be any idiot we 
know, but this was also done 
purposefully). 

Someone on the news 
tried to say that the movie had 
something to do with 9/11; that 
is absolutely ridiculous. This 
movie has nothing to do with 
that; but if you like a scary, 
well-written and very well 
directed movie, Cloverfield 
should be on the top of you list. 

People will try to tell you it 
sucks, don't listen to them, they 
clearly don't understand what 
the filmmakers were trying to 
do. As far as the odd title, I 
reason that it is just a fictional 
military codename for the 
"film" itself. 
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SPORTS 

Diamond Warriors Looking to 

'Maximize Potential' in 2008 ^ ® 

Neal Holliman admits to be¬ 
ing somewhat surprised by the 
success of his 2007 East Central 
Community College baseball 
squad, which captured the 
MACJC State Baseball Champion¬ 
ship en route to a 31 -23 mark. 

Holliman, who also garnered 
Coach of the Year honors fol¬ 
lowing his initial season as the 
Diamond Warrior skipper, said 
there's no doubt last year's team 
"earned everything they got." 

"To be 13-18 at one point in 
the season and for that group 
of young men to pull them¬ 
selves out of that hole and win 
a championship was a tremen¬ 
dous accomplishment," Holliman 
stated."! don't know if I have ever 
been more proud of a group of 
men, not because they won the 
conference championship, but just 
because they bought into what 
we were trying to do and all got 
on the same page." 

He further stated,"Once we 
got down to the core group that 
was willing to accept and adopt 
everything we were trying to do, 
that team 'exploded' and became 
very hard to beat, due in large 
part to their great character." 

Holliman is obviously antici¬ 
pating another successful season, 
but his main objective in 2008 is 
for his Diamond Warriors to per¬ 
form to the best of their ability. 

"The goal for this year's team 
is the same as it will always be, 
that is to maximize our poten¬ 
tial," he stated."Sure, we want to 
win a conference and regional 
championship and advance to 
the (NJCAA) World Series to 

compete for a national title, but 
you never know what the year 
will hold." 

"And if we maximize our po¬ 
tential and fail to reach the con¬ 
ference tournament, we will still 
have something to be very proud 
of," he continued."But if we fail 
to reach our maximum potential 
and win the conference tourna¬ 
ment, we have under achieved." 
Several players return from last 
year's championship squad that 
Holliman hopes will help the Dia¬ 
mond Warriors "maximize" their 
potential in 2008. 

"We feel very fortunate to 
have our entire middle returning 
with Chris Parkman at catcher, 
Brian Jones at shortstop, Jacob 
Casey at second base and Terrell 
Hendrix in center field," Holliman 
noted. "In addition, Josh Lafferty 
returns in left field, and Jesus Ale- 
man and Gregory Stovall return 
on the mound and were confer¬ 
ence starters for us as freshmen." 

And what kind of team can 
fans expect to see during the 
2008 campaign? 

"I believe fans can expect a 
team that will compete the entire 
game," Holliman stated."We 
stress and preach to our guys 
that we play the game and the 
execution of the game instead of 
the opponent.You can't always 
control the scoreboard, but you 
can control your effort, attitude 
and mental preparation." 

Fans will also notice many 
improvements to the Clark/Gay 
Memorial Baseball Complex, 
which Holliman considers an 
"ongoing project." 

Improvements since last 
spring include (I) the addition of 

17 flag poles which will display 
flags representing each com¬ 
munity and junior college team, 
the MACJC and NJCAA; (2) 
construction of two decks - one 
located beyond the left field fence 
"for fans to enjoy and create an 
exciting atmosphere," and one 
placed along the first base side 
for use by EC faculty and oth¬ 
ers; (3) the area underneath the 
stands has been enclosed with 
bricks, new railings have been 
installed, along with a walking 
hand rail through the middle of 
the stands; and (4) artwork has 
been added to the dugouts and 
club house located on the south 
end of the gym 

Holliman said 58 chair back 
seats will be placed along the 
concrete area behind home plate 
by opening day. 

"We still have several projects 
that are in the planning and some 
that are underway," Holliman said. 
"We have continually worked to 
improve our facility because it is 
obviously a great asset in recruit¬ 
ing." 

Holliman said the staff is 
"most appreciative" of all the 
support they have received to 
improve the program's facilities. 

"A lot of people have donated 
time and money to help the base¬ 
ball program and we just want 
everyone to know that we are 
very grateful," Holliman said. 

Holliman also offered praise 
to his assistants, Michael Avalon 
and Roberto Martinez "for help¬ 
ing us continue to develop the 

Diamond Warrior team members and their respective high schools include (first row, from left) 
infielder/outfielder Luke Walker (I), West Lauderdale; outfielder Allen Cheek (2), Carroll Academy; 
right-handed pitcher/middle in fielder Brian Jones (3), Allen (Ky.) County; infielder Jack Edmondson 
(4), Nanih Waiya; infielder/catcher Kylie Ming (5), Louisville; right-handed pitcher/utility player 
Terrell Hendrix (6), East Oktibbeha; outfielder ZeEricka Hall (7), Carthage; outfielder Brandon Wil¬ 
liams (9), Newton County; infielder/outfielder Deon Williams (10), Tuscaloosa County; and middle 
infielder Jacob Casey (11), Union; (second row, from left) left-handed pitcher Jared Clark (12), 
Brandon; left-handed pitcher Timothy Maloney (14), Northeast Lauderdale; outfielder Clint Cole- 
man (15), Louisville; right-handed pitcher/infielder Steven Barnes (16), Covington HS, Folson, La.; 
left-handed pitcher Gregory Stovall (17), Neshoba Central; outfielder Kyle Buckley (18), Newton 
County; outfielder/infielder Josh Lafferty (19), Quitman; right-handed pitcher/utility player Robert 
Westbrook (20), Newton County; left-handed pitcher Mack Creighton (21), Quitman; and catcher 
Chris Parkman (23), Raleigh (University of West Alabama transfer); and (third row, from left) out¬ 
fielder/infielder Kevin Moore (25), Southeast Lauderdale; right-handed pitcher Jesus Aleman (26), 
Belle Clade, Fla. (University of West Alabama transfer); right-handed pitcher Carey Miller (28), Lou¬ 
isville; right-handed pitcher Daven Willis (30), Choctaw Central; right-handed pitcher Tyler Nichol¬ 
son (34), Neshoba Central; coaches Michael Avalon, Neal Holliman (head) and Roberto Martinez; 
and managers Kevin Ripley of Union and Justin Joyner, Newton County. 

program into the best it can be." 
"They are always willing to 

help, and there are many things 
asked of them during times that 
are not ideal," Holliman said. "I 
feel totally blessed to have two 
close friends and ones I can trust 
working alongside me." 

Softball Squad Preparing for Another Championship Season 

After winning three-straight 
MACJC Central Division titles, 
fifth-year head coach Scott Hill 
stopped short of predicting any 
type of championship for the 
2008 version of East Central 
Community College fast-pitch 
softball, but it is quite obvious 
that expectations are high for 
another successful campaign. 

Hill, whose overall record 
at EC stands at 130-47, said he 
feels "real good" about the way 
this team is preparing for season 
action. And as in the past, he an¬ 
ticipates another trip to the state 
and region playoffs. 

"Our team will definitely be 
focusing on some specific team 
and individual goals," Hill stated. 
"We go into each year with some 
general goals like finishing with a 
winning record and competing in 
the post season. We want to play 
hard each time we take the field 
and hopefully get a little better as 
the season goes on." 

He added, "We know that the 
division schedule is as tough as 
it has ever been.We will have to 
play well throughout the entire 
season." 

Hill said this year's squad 
features a "good mixture" of 
returnees and newcomers. 

Five players return from last 
year's 29-22 squad, which won 
the MACJC Central Division title 
with a 12-4 mark. Hill said he 
expects each player to provide 
"the leadership necessary for a 
winning campaign." 

Returnees include shortstop 
Shenique Brass, a product of Phil¬ 
adelphia High School; centerfield- 
er Sondreia Hillie, first baseman 
Laura Smith and right fielder/first 
baseman Whitnee White, all from 
Neshoba Central; and third base¬ 
man Lindsey Stevens of Newton 

ECCC Baseball Team Captains 
- - ■ - • 

Serving as captains in 2008 for the defending state champion 
East Central Community College baseball squad are (from left) 
middle infielder Jacob Casey of Union, outfielder/infielder Josh 
Lafferty of Quitman, catcher Chris Parkman .of Pulaski and pitcher 
Jesus Aleman of Belle Glade, Fla. The Diamond Warriors are led 
by head coach Neal Holliman and assistants Michael Avalon and 
Roberto Martinez. 

Members of the Lady Diamond Warrior fast-pitch softball team and their respective high schools 
include (front row, from left) catcher Leah Dennis, Neshoba Central; pitcher/infielder Amber Smith, 
Union; infielder Shana Easley, Florence; infielder Lindsey Stevens, Newton County; outfielder Son- 
dreia Hillie, Neshoba Central; infielder Shenique Brass, Philadelphia; and infielder/catcher Emily 
Thrash, Sebastopol; (second row, from left) manager Emily Wooten, Carthage; infielder Haley Chi- 
pley, Carthage; outfielder Allison Phillips, Leake Academy; pitcher Codee Russell, Leake Academy; 
pitcher/outfielder Erin Breland, Philadelphia; infielder Megan Munn, Newton County; outfielder 
Kristen Pillsbury, Newton County; outfielder Cenny Freeman, West Jones; and manager Drew Crow- 
ell, Forest; and (back row, from left) managers Justin Boone of Louisville and Alex Deason of Phila¬ 
delphia; outfielder Nichole Ball, Winston Academy; infielder Laura Smith, Neshoba Central; pitcher 
Amy Sharp, Neshoba Central; outfielder/infielder Whitnee White, Neshoba Central; assistant coach 
Tiffany Thomas and head coach Scott Hill. 

County High School. 
Hill said he is "very pleased" 

with the freshman squad mem¬ 
bers, who include infielders Emily 
Thrash of Sebastopol, Haley Chi- 
pley of Carthage, Megan Munn of 
Newton County and Shana Easley 
of Florence; outfielders Genny 
Freeman of West Jones, Kristen 
Pillsbury of Newton County, 
Allison Phillips of Leake Academy 
and Nichole Ball ofWinston 
Academy; catchers Leah Dennis 
and Amy Sharp, both of Neshoba 
Central; and pitchers Codee 
Russell of Leake Academy, Amber 

Smith of Union, and Erin Breland 
of Philadelphia. 

Hill said the strength of his 
talent-laden squad will be the 
offense. 

"I feel really good about the 
offensive potential of this team," 
Hill said."But hopefully we will be 
a very balanced team." 

And what kind of team can 
fans expect this season? 

"I hope that we can come out 
and consistently play well," he 
stated. "Our teams have always 
played hard and we do not ex¬ 
pect for that to change." 

Hill said fans will also notice 
that a new sound system has 
been upgraded. 

"We're doing everything 
possible to make attending our 
softball games an overall good 
experience," Hill stated,"and 
we're looking forward to another 
great year." 

Serving as Hill's assistant is 
former Lady Diamond Warrior 
Tiffany Thomas of Union. 

Managers are Alex Deason of 
Philadelphia, Justin Boone of Lou¬ 
isville, Emily Wooten of Carthage 
and Drew Crowell of Forest. 

ECCC Golfers Set 

To Begin Season 

Above are members of the East Central Com¬ 
munity College golf team for the 2008 season. 
From left are Alex Deason of Philadelphia, Kyle 
Killens and Stephen Poole, both of Decatur; 
Chase Ward of Sylacauga, Ala.; and Daniel 
Johnson of Union. James Moore, golf profes¬ 
sional at Forest Country Club, serves as coach. 
The Warrior linksters begin competition at the 
Hinds Community College Spring Invitational 
February 24-25 in Raymond. The ECCC Invita¬ 
tional is scheduled March 2-3 at Forest Coun¬ 
try Club, which will also serve as site for the 
MACJC and Region 23 Tournament on March 
28-29. 

ECCC Diamond Darlings 

These young ladies are members of the Diamond Darlings at 
East Central Community College and assist in promoting and sup¬ 
porting the College's Diamond Warrior Baseball Team. Members 
and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) 
Kasey Crutcher, Edinburg; Jennifer Sistrunk, Carthage; Joy Hayes, 
Newton County; and Ashley Fortune, Edinburg; (second row, from 
left) Olivia Scott, Carthage; Samantha Wright, Winston Academy; 
and Lauren Lyle, Carthage; (third row, from left) Caitlin Puckett, 
Winston Academy; Lacy McMurry, Edinburg; Whitney Smith, 
Winston Academy; and Caitlin Harper, Newton County Academy; 
(fourth row, from left) Ginny Mitchell, Leake Academy; Santigous 
Culpepper, Forest; and Jennifer Wyatt, Newton County Academy; 
and (fifth row, from left) Ashley Pigg, Edinburg; Britni Harvey, 
Leake Academy; Erica Dowell, Edinburg; and Tiffany Thomas, 
Winston Academy. Katie Sparkman serves as sponsor. 

Cheerleader Tryouts 

March 22 

Pre-tryout clinics will be held from 6 to 9 

p.m. on Tuesday, March 18 and from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 19 and are mandatory for all 

applicants. 
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Lady Soccer Warriors Honored 

The East Central Community College women's soccer team 
received a prestigious honor following the 2007 campaign. The 
Lady Soccer Warriors were named this year's recipient of the 
MACJC Tom Shepherd Sportsmanship Award, presented to the 
women and men's soccer teams with the fewest number of cards 
(fouls) assessed during season competition. The ECCC women 
received just one yellow card for the 2007 campaign. Head coach 
Kenneth Thompson is shown displaying the award, which was 
presented at the College's annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet 
held recently on the Decatur campus. Team members and their 
respective high schools include (seated from left) Kristen Pillsbury, 
Newton County; Kenzie Gaines, Neshoba Central; Jana John¬ 
son, Newton County: SkyeTindall, Newton County Academy; 
and Megan Munn and Chelsey Vincent, both of Newton County. 
Standing from left are Catalina Tarazona, Florence; Sidney Guti¬ 
errez, Newton County: Brooke White, Florence; Coach Thomp¬ 
son; Kimbo Seale, Clarkdale; Kacy Covert, West Lauderdale; and 
Belinda Woodall, Clarkdale. Team members not pictured are 
Megan Klauck of Neshoba Central, Allison Leach of Union and 
Kaley Ball of Laurel. 

Receive ECCC Cheerleader Awards 

These East Central Community College cheerleaders received 
various honors at the annual Fall Sports Banquet held recently on 
the Decatur campus. Seated from left are Dru Anderson, a product 
of Newton County High School, Academic Award; and Dustin 
Evans of Collins, Tavares Walker of Morton and Elaina James of 
Sylva Bay Academy, Captain Awards. Standing from left are Noah 
Cook of Newton County and Emily Thrash of Sebastopol, most 
improved; Kacy Covert of West Lauderdale, Best Ail-Around; and 
Adam Brown of Lake, Warrior Award. Also receiving awards were 
Austin McNair, Best Ail-Around and Phillip Vines, Warrior Award, 
both of Neshoba Central. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin and 
cheerleader sponsor Huellen Watson presented awards. 
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Lady Soccer Award Winners 

These members of the East Central Community College 
women's soccer team received various honors at the annual Fall 
Sports Banquet held recently on the Decatur campus. Seated from 
left are Jana Johnson, a product of Newton County High School, 
Academic and Warrior awards; Skye Tindall of Newton County 
Academy, hustle award; and Megan Munn of Newton County, best 
offensive player and All-State. Standing from left are Brooke White 
of Florence, most valuable player, team captain and All-Region 23; 
and Kimbo Seale of Clarkdale, best defensive player. Not pictured 
are Meagan Klauck of Neshoba Central, most improved, and Kaley 
Ball of Laurel, honorable mention All-State. Kenneth Thompson 
serves as head coach. 

Receive ECCC Soccer Awards 

Above are recipients of men's soccer team awards presented at 
the annual East Central Community College Fall Sports Banquet 
held recently on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are Noah 
Cook, a product of Newton County High School, academic award; 
Justin Traylor of Florence, hustle award; and Sam Wilson of Merid¬ 
ian, most valuable, best offensive player and All-State. Standing 
from left are Josh Moore, a graduate of Walker (Ala.) High School 
now residing in Newton, team captain and Warrior Award; Sam 
Lewis of Newton County, most improved; and Jarred Hickman of 
Mendenhall, best defensive player. Kenneth Thompson serves as 
head coach. 

Brian Anderson has joined 
the East Central Commu¬ 
nity College football staff, 
announced Steve Cheatham, 
recently named head coach. 

Anderson will serve as the 
Warriors' offensive coordinator. 

He comes to East Central 
from Grenada High School, 
where he served as head 
football coach during the 2007 
campaign. The Chargers posted 
a 5-6 record last season and 
had one of top offenses in 
Class 5A competition. Grenada 
rushed for over 1,500 yards and 
had two quarterbacks who each 
threw for over 900 yards. 

The new staff member has 
coached with and against his 
new boss. 

"We worked together for 
two years at Philadelphia," 
Cheatham said. "I hired him as 
the offensive line coach and he 
did a good job. Brian is just a 
good football coach. He played 
at State and has excellent 
knowledge of the game. He's 
a good person and you want 
to surround yourself with good 
people." 

Cheatham said he is well 
aware of the type offenses 
Coach Anderson puts on the 
field. 

"When I was the head coach 
at Neshoba, he was the head 
guy at Philadelphia," Cheatham 
said. "Offensively, I liked what 
they did. They did a good job 
of putting guys in motion and 
putting a lot of pressure on 
the defense. At the same time, 
they would line up and play 
smash-mouth football. FHe ran 
a lot of different sets but not a 
lot of plays. He would use the 
formations to get the matchups 
he wanted." 

Anderson served as head 
coach at Philadelphia from 
2004-07, guiding the Tornadoes 
to a 27-8 record over three 
seasons. His offenses were 
rated among the best in Class 
2A and posted school records 
for passing and completions. 
He successfully implemented 
a multiple set offense that 
resulted in more than 3600 
yards passing and 9000 yards 
rushing, while averaging 30- 
plus points per game. 

Prior to taking over the 
Philadelphia program, Ander¬ 
son served as assistant coach 
at Meridian High School from 
1999-2003. His responsibilities 
included serving as defensive 
line coach, wide receivers 
coach, offensive line coach and 
special teams coordinator. He 
also designed and implemented 

Brian Anderson 

charac¬ 
ter edu¬ 
cation 
classes 
and 
taught 
physical 
educa¬ 
tion and 
drivers 
educa¬ 
tion 
classes. 
In addi¬ 
tion, he 
served as sponsor of the Fellow¬ 
ship of Christian Athletes and 
Safety Club. Honors include his 
selection as Favorite Teacher. 

He also coached at Philadel¬ 
phia from 1997-98, serving as 
offensive line coach and special 
teams coordinator in addition 
to serving as head coach of the 
eighth and ninth grade teams. 
He also served as strength 
coordinator for the high school 
and junior high teams and was 
an assistant track and fast-pitch 
softball coach. He also served 
as power lifting coach and 
taught Mississippi studies and 
health and physical education 
classes. 

Anderson began his coach¬ 
ing career at Neshoba Central 
High School in 1996, serving as 
defensive coordinator, strength 
coordinator and head coach 
of seventh and eighth grade 
teams. He was also an assistant 
basketball coach and physical 
education teacher. 

Anderson was the start¬ 
ing center at Mississippi State 
University for three seasons 
and participated in three bowl 
games. He earned All South¬ 
eastern Conference honors his 
junior and senior campaigns 
and made the All SEC Aca¬ 
demic Team for three seasons. 
In addition, he received the 
CommuniGroup Offensive 
Lineman of the Year award a 
record three times. He was 
selected to the Blue-Gray All- 
Star Game, the East-West Shrine 
All-Star Game and to the NFL 
Combine in 1996. 

He was a President's and 
Dean's list scholar at MSU, 
where he received a bachelor's 
degree in teaching and coach¬ 
ing in 1995. 

Anderson is also a former 
standout at Prattville (Ala.) High 
School. 

He is married to the former 
LeaAnn Allen of Philadelphia, 
an ECCC graduate, and they 
have two children, Brady and 
Eli. 

ECCC Lady Warrior Tennis Team 

Above are members of the East Central Community Col¬ 
lege women's tennis team for 2008. From left are Julie Gaines of 
Philadelphia, Dru Anderson of Decatur, Cheryl Dowell of Lena, 
Nichole Ball of Louisville, Ashley Henley of Hickory and Kylie 
Rigdon of Union. Lady Warrior coaches are Diane and Pat O'Neil 
and Kyle Watson. Season competition begins February 19 and 
ends April 15. The state tournament is scheduled April 17-19 in 
Meridian. 

ECCC Warrior Tennis Team 

Members of the 2008 East Central Community College men's 
tennis team include (kneeling from left) Lorenzo Jones of Newton, 
Chris King of Louisville, Josh Moore of Newton, Joe Nelson of 
Brandon and Noah Cook of Hickory and (standing from left) 
Joseph Cieglo, Tyler Walters and Keith Brown, all of Forest; Phillip 
Savell of Philadelphia, Matt Wade of Forest and Devarus Walker 
of Decatur. Warrior coaches are Diane and Pat O'Neil and Kyle 
Watson. Season competition gets underway February 19 and con¬ 
tinues through April 15. The men's state tournament is scheduled 
April 24-26 in Hattiesburg. 

ECCC Football Warriors Receiving Top Honors 

Various post-season honors were presented to the above mem¬ 
bers of the 2007 East Central Community College football squad, 
who were recognized at the College's annual Fall Sports Banquet 
held recently. Seated from left are defensive back Ray Frierson, 
a product of Hillcrest High School in Tuscaloosa, All-Region 23, 
first team All-State and All-Star; running back Roosevelt Ross, of 
Ocala-Forest HS in Ocala, Fla., honorable mention J.C. Grid-Wire 
Ail-American, All-Region 23 and first team All-State; linebacker 
David Brackett of Philadelphia, honorable mention J.C. Grid-Wire 
All-American, second team All-State; nose guard Henry Scott of 
Will Rogers HS inTulsa, Okla., second team All-State; and wide 
receiver Freddie Parham, of St. Clair County HS in Margaret, Ala., 
second team All-State. Standing from left are offensive lineman 
James Jenkins of Columbus, second team All-State; quarterback 
Deon Williams, of Tuscaloosa County, second team All-State and 
All-Star; and offensive lineman Marquis Harris of Meridian, tight 
end Spencer Spane of Terry, linebacker Jamar Lawrence of Tusca¬ 
loosa County and cornerback Dameon Brown of Thomastown, 
All-Stars. Harris, Spane, Lawrence and Brown also made honor¬ 
able mention All-State. 

Warriors Named Honorable Mention All-State 

Pictured are members of the East Central Community College 
football squad who were chosen honorable mention All-State 
following the 2007 campaign. Seated from left are cornerback 
Dameon Brown, Thomastown; linebacker Harvey Brown, Neshoba 
Central; wide receiver Kendrick May, Tuscaloosa County; corner- 
back Travis Robinson, Hillcrest HS, Tuscaloosa; tight end Spencer 
Spane, Terry; offensive lineman Marquis Harris, Meridian; wide 
receiver Michael Townsend, Forest; and defensive lineman Ken 
Whitfield, Louisville. Standing from left are cornerback Fredrick 
Lyons, Newton County; linebacker Jamar Lawrence, Tuscaloosa 
County; offensive tackle John Bailey, Hillcrest; defensive end Chris 
Ivy and defensive end Mark Hoskins, both of Louisville; linebacker 
Vonzell Jackson, Aliceville, Ala.; strong safety Ken Coleman, 
Louisville; and kickers/punters Beau Hannah of Morton and Derek 
Crenshaw, Neshoba Central. Not pictured are defensive lineman 
Quan Lowe, Holt HS, Tuscaloosa; running back Lamario Hopson, 
Meridian; wide receiver Katlan French, Starkvilie Academy; full¬ 
back Courtney Shelton, Tuscaloosa Academy; defensive end Josh 
Lewis, Tuscaloosa County; and offensive lineman Justin Moore, 
Leake Academy. 

Centralette Tryouts 

Scheduled April 9 

Mandatory Workshop Slated for March 27 

Football Players Receiving Team Honors 

Above are members of the 2007 East Central Community 
College football squad who received various team honors at the 
annual Fall Sports Banquet held on the Decatur campus. Seated 
from left are cornerback Fredrick Lyons, a product of Newton 
County High School, Academic Award; nose guard Henry Scott, of 
Will Rogers High School in Tulsa, Okla., most valuable defensive 
lineman; guard James Jenkins of Columbus, most valuable offen¬ 
sive lineman; and free safety Ray Frierson, a product of Hillcrest 
High School in Tuscaloosa, Kemba Bryant Most Valuable Defensive 
Back. Standing from left are linebacker David Brackett of Philadel¬ 
phia, defensive team captain; offensive tackle John Bailey, a prod¬ 
uct of Hillcrest HS in Tuscaloosa, defensive lineman Mark Hoskins 
of Louisville and linebacker Jamar Lawrence of Tuscaloosa County 
HS, Warrior Awards; and running back Roosevelt Ross, a product 
of Ocala-Forest HS in Ocala, Fla., most valuable player and most 
valuable offensive back. 
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fCCC Squad Wins State Flag Football Title! 

East Central Community College's intramural football team 
took top honors in the second annual MACJC Flag Football 
Championship held recently atTatum Park in Hattiesburg. The 
ECCC squad edged Jones County Junior College 20-19 to claim 
the championship plaque, displayed above. Also participating in 
the double-elimination event were teams from Gulf Coast, South¬ 
west and host Pearl River. ECCC team members and their respec¬ 
tive high schools include (kneeling from left) Jonathan Worrell, 
Kosciusko; Ken Robinson, Neshoba Central; Dustin Forsythe and 
David Mart, both of Forest; Drew Crowell, East Rankin Academy; 
Cody Shaw, Forest; and Jarrod Holloway, Neshoba Central; and 
(standing from left) Coach Scott Hill, director of intramurals; 
Tyler Walters, Forest; Jeremy Holmes and Cameron Gates, both 
of Philadelphia; Brent Blackwell, Nanih Waiya; Keith Brown, 
Forest; and Justin Boone, Louisville. Not pictured is Deon Hudson 
of Noxapater. The championship squad was recognized during a 
recent ECCC home basketball game. 

Lyons Named Scholar Athlete 

East Central Community College sophomore Frederick 
Lyons (left) of Decatur, a two-year member of the Warrior foot¬ 
ball team, was recently selected as a First Team JC Gridwire 
Scholar Athlete Ail-American. A cornerback for the Warriors, 
Lyons was one of only three players from Mississippi selected 
for the prestigious honor. A liberal arts major, he maintains a 
3.5 grade point average. At right is ECCC athletic director and 
former head coach Terry Underwood. 

ECCC's Williams Continuing Career 

East Central Community College quarterback Deon Williams 
(left) is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue his 
athletic career at the University of West Alabama. Williams, a 5- 
10, 195-pound product of Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County High School, 
was a second team MACJC All-State selection and made the 
All-Star squad. He completed 57 of 121 passes for 942 yards and 
nine touchdowns in 2007. He led the state in passing efficiency 
with a 130.4 rating. He also had 40 rushes for 476 yards. Also 
pictured is athletic director and former ECCC head football coach 
Terry Underwood. Williams joins several members of the Warrior 
squad who signed scholarships on National Signing Day. Numer¬ 
ous players also transferred to four-year schools and universities at 
mid-year. 

ECCC Football Warriors Moving On 

Continuing their athletic careers are these members of the East 
Central Community College football squad who signed letters of 
intent on National Signing Day February 5. Seated from left are 
John Bailey ofTuscaloosa, who signed with Birmingham South¬ 
ern University; Frederick Lyons of Decatur, who inked with the 
University of North Alabama; and Spencer Spane of Terry, a new 
addition to the University of Central Arkansas squad. Bailey, a 6', 
250-pound offensive lineman, was a two-year starter at ECCC. He 
was named honorable mention MACJC All-State his sophomore 
season. He is a product of Hillcrest High School. Lyons, a 5-10, 
1 75-pound cornerback, was named honorable mention All-State 
and Ail-Star. He was also selected a Grid-Wire Academic All- 
American. Lyons registered 28 solo tackles and 18 assists. Spane 
was selected honorable mention All-State and made the All-Star 
squad. He had 10 catches for 189 yards. Not pictured is quar¬ 
terback Deon Williams who signed with the University of West 
Alabama. Williams, a 5-10, 195-pound product ofTuscaloosa 
(Ala.) County High School, was chosen second team All-State and 
All-Star. He completed 52 of 121 passes for 942 yards and nine 
touchdowns. His passing efficiency was rated tops in the state at 
130.4. He also had 40 rushes for 476 yards. Also pictured during 
the signing ceremony are (standing from left) ECCC assistant foot¬ 
ball coach Fred Lyons (father of Fredrick Lyons) and ECCC athletic 
director/former Warrior head football coach Terry Underwood. 

New ECCC Diamond Warriors 

Joining the East Central Community College baseball team 
for 2008-09 are the above standout athletes who were recog¬ 
nized during a scholarship signing ceremony held January 15 
on the Decatur campus. Members of the 2008 recruiting class 
include (seated from left) Barry Meeks, a 5-10, 190-pound pitcher 
from Patrician Academy in Sweet Water, Ala.; Tyler Laird, a 6-1, 
190-pound infielder from Newton County High School; Austin 
Buchanan, a 6-4, 175-pound pitcher from Neshoba Central; 
Jeremy May, a 5-8, 160-pound catcher from Newton County 
High School; Sam Wooten, a 6-1, 190-pound catcher from Lake; 
and Tyler Davis, a 6-2, 185-pound pitcher from Newton County 
High School. Standing from left are Neal Holliman, ECCC head 
baseball coach; signee Quin 
Stokesra'66,T95-pourid catcher/ 
outfielder from Carthage High- ■ 
School; Drew Wilson, a 6-2, 215- 
pound pitcher/first baseman from 
Newton County High School- 
Jordan Smith, a 6', 172-pound 
catcher/infielder from Union 
High School; Garrett Butler, a 
5-11,170-pound infielder from 
Runnels High School in Baton 
Rouge; Tevin Houston, a 6- 
1, 205-pound outfielder from 
Philadelphia High School; and 
ECCC assistant baseball coaches 
Michael Avalon and Roberto 
Martinez. 

'YlOfT' n> 

WTOK's 'Team of the Week' 

The East Central Community College women's basketball 
team recently received "Team of the Week" honors from 
WTOK-TV in Meridian. The Lady Warriors are shown display¬ 
ing a banner in recognition of the award, which was presented 
by WTOK sports director Lindsey Hall January 15 on campus. 
The Lady Warriors were ranked 11th in the NJCAA poll at the 
time of the presentation. The ECCC women are led by head 
coach Bill Smith and assistant Blessing Chekwa. 

EC Football Warriors Continuing Careers 

Eleven members of the 
2007 East Central Commu¬ 
nity College football squad 
are continuing their careers at 
various four-year colleges and 
universities after signing mid¬ 
year scholarships, announced 
Steve Cheatham, who recently 
took over the Warrior football 
program. 

Now with the University of 
Southern Mississippi is wide 
receiver Freddie Parham, a 
5-11,180-pound product of St. 
Clair County High School in 
Margaret, Ala. 

Joining the Delta State 
University squad are defensive 
linemen Mark Hoskins (5-11, 
290) and Ken Whitfield (6-1, 
245), both from Louisville; 
and Katlan French, a 5-9, 
1 75-pound wide receiver from 
Starkville Academy. 

Warriors now playing at 
Mississippi Valley State Uni¬ 
versity are defensive end Chris 
Ivey (6-2, 225) of Louisville 
and offensive lineman Marquis 
Harris (6-2, 320) of Meridian. 

Tapped by Mississippi Col¬ 
lege is cornerback Dameon 
Brown (5-10, 165) of Thomas- 
town. 

Two Warriors have joined 
the University of North Ala¬ 
bama squad, cornerback Travis 
Robinson (6-1, 190) and free 
safety Ray Frierson (6-0, 180), 
both of products of Hillcrest 
High School in Tuscaloosa. 

Now with the University of 
Tennessee-Martin is linebacker 
Jamar Lawrence (6-1, 220) 
ofTuscaloosa County High 
School. 

Running back Roosevelt 
Ross (5-8, 190) of Ocala-Forest 

(Fla.) High School signed with 
Jacksonville State University. 
Ross finished second in the 
state in rushing with 695 yards 
on 98 carries, a 5.9-yard aver¬ 
age, although he played in 
just seven of nine games. He 
averaged 99.3 yards per contest 

and scored eight touchdowns. 
He missed two games due to 
injury. 

Coach Cheatham said he 
expects additional Warriors 
will sign scholarships with four- 
year schools later in the spring. 

Edna's Kytchen 

Welcomes All 

EC students! 

Hours 

9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Monday- Friday 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Saturday 

10% discount after 3 p.m. 

601-635-2525 

56 E. Broad (Located Behind Chevron) 

All EC students sign up for our 

weekly lunch give-away! 

Transferring to Mississippi State University- 

is a great way to begin your future! 

The Office i f Admissions and Scholarships is here to help you through die steps 
along, the way, fnini sdwdulmg a visit to mir beautiful campus, to completing the 

admissions proevss and applying fur scholarships. 

To assist you in achieving your academic goals, we have many opportunities avail- 

abk-, including the Community College Recognition Scholarship ($2,500 over two 

years) and the Community College Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship ($53000 over two 
years), Wc invite you to visit our Web site, odmissims. 
to learn about all of our sehdaishipoppominkies, 

The priority date fof cimimunicy college scholarships is May I, 2008, Admission to 
(Ik university and an on line resimu are required for scholarship consideration. 
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ECCC Art Scholarship Recipients 

East Central Community College art instructor Bruce Guraedy 
(left) recently presented scholarships to freshmen art majors (from 
left) Keia Eichelberger of Louisville, Holly McMullan of Taylors- 
ville and Brad Reynolds of Noxapater. Eichelberger received an 
academic art scholarship which provides full tuition. She quali¬ 
fied for the scholarship by maintaining a 3.0 grade point average 
in art courses and a 2.0 CPA in other academic courses. McMul¬ 
lan and Reynolds were presented art service scholarships, which 
provides half-tuition. They were honored for their service in vari¬ 
ous campus projects. Tuition at ECCC is $700 per semester. 

Receive ECCC Art Scholarships 

East Central Community College art instructor Bruce Guraedy 
(right), who also serves as chairman of the Division of Fine Arts, 
recently presented art scholarships to freshmen Brandi Tollett (left) 
of Louisville and Chris Buckley (center) of Union. Tollett received 
one of two full-tuition academic art scholarships, which are 
awarded each year to the art majors with the highest grade point 
averages after the first semester. Buckley received an art service 
scholarship, a one-half tuition scholarship awarded to art majors 
who assist with set designs for theater productions, design layouts 
for art shows and other special programs and who serve as lab 
assistants for the art and ceramics labs on campus. There are eight 
art service scholarships available each year. 

UhUWlPK 
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ECCC Announces 

New Phi Theta 

Kappa Members 

Thirty East Central Com¬ 
munity College students 
were recently inducted into 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international 
honor society for two-year 
colleges. 

Membership in the presti¬ 
gious organization is by invi¬ 
tation only, and requires a 3.5 
grade point average earned as 
a full-time student at the time 
of selection. Inductees must 
also have an overall 3.5 CPA. 

New Phi Theta Kappa 
members on the Decatur 
campus include Melissa 
Adkins, Shannon Harrison 
and Kenneth Hudson, all of 
Union; Matthew Anthony, 
Katrina Patie and Alisha 
Smith, all of Philadelphia; 
Lauren Ashley, Amneris 
Avalos, Tiffany Carpenter, 
Candice Ezell, Timothy Phil- 
lipson and Annie McDonald 
Strohm, all of Morton; Brent 
Barton, Krista Phillips, Ryan 
Reeves and Kimberly Wil¬ 
liams, all of Forest; Trenton 
Cockrell, Krystin Hall and 
Missy Williamson, all of 
Louisville; Noah Cook and 
Rodney Parker, Jr., both of 
Hickory; Caitlin Harper, 
Sarah Henry, Whitney Knight, 
Andrew Marshall and Lindsey 
Stevens, all of Decatur; Diana 
Hickman, Choctaw; Terri 
Jones, Paulding; Marcus Lee, 
Ludlow; and Jennifer Sistrunk, 
Carthage. 

ECCC faculty members 
Debbie Hammons and Bruce 
Guraedy serve as club spon¬ 
sors. 
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ECCC Concert Choir Performs 

Above are members of the East Central Community Concert Choir who recently presented their 
fall concert in the Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. Choir members and their home¬ 
towns include (first row, from left) Len Bobo, director, of Union: Rachel Thompson, Philadelphia; 
Beth Alexander, Little Rock; Brandi Ricks, Forest; Mark Watson, Meridian; Tyree Satcher, P&chuta; 
Dimario Parks, Louisville; Jonathan Crabtree, Vicksburg; Santious £ulpepper, Forest; Alyssa Alder¬ 
man, Philadelphia; Anna Laurie Ezelle, Union; and Natalie Emmons, accompanist, of Lake; (second 
row, from left) Angela Moore, Lake; Carrie Stokes, Philadelphia; Britni Wright, Louisville; Lucy 
Burns, Carthage; Caleb Cook, Hickory; Dexter McDonald, Jackson; Whitney Lott and Anthony 
Williams, both of Decatur; Jared Hollingsworth, Newton; Hillary Rieger, Pearl; Emilee Lanier, Little 
Rock; and Sherri Smith, Louisville; (third row, from left) Patience Haynes, Noxapater; Caitlin Puckett, 
Louisville; Brittany Tyson, Beulah Hubbard; Jaide Horn, Carthage; Brittany Bobo, Union; McClain 
Mullins, Tupelo; William Zynosky-Sharpling, Decatur; Noah Cook, Hickory; Aaron Johnson, 
Newton; Chelsey Vincent, Decatur; Meagan Cook, Carthage; Suzanne Henry, Decatur; and Nichole 
Ball, Louisville; and (fourth row, from left) Latasha Warren, Union; Tyrra Evans, Lake; Cristen Jones, 
Carthage; Kristie Robinson, Forest; Kyle Barrett, Decatur; Aaron Mann, Carthage; Ronnie White, 
Forest; Terry Smith, Louisville; Drew Harrison, Little Rock; Logan McDonald, Conehatta; Lee Taylor, 
Forest; Austin Ceuther, Decatur; Van Williams, Newton: Emily Wynne, Lake; Candi Vance, Decatur; 
and Erica Unwin, Union. 

Spring Break 

March 10-14,2008 

PHI THETA KAPPA 

SCHOLARSHIP 

$4,800 {$2,400 per year for two years) 

Transie' students with a 3.5 L'iPA on at least £3 vanste-sble 

coT-manity college credit hours and rrei^iS'Sh'o -rto Phi 

Theia Kappa are encouraged to aoply 'or th-s scholarship 

Contact the Office ol Ad in ss^ons at &03-Gi£ N'.'SS (.'n 

M'ss'ssippi) cr 662-915-7226 tor •note devils 

PTK lnductees/ Officers ' i 

New members and officers of East Central Community 
College's Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international 
honor society for two-year colleges, are shown following a 
recent induction ceremony held in Burton Library on the Deca¬ 
tur campus. First row, from left, are inductees Candy Ezelle and 
Amneris Avalos, both of Morton; Kyrstin Hall of Louisville and 
Diana Hickman of Choctaw; (second row, from left) inductees 
Caitlin Harper of Decatur, Jennifer Sistrunk of Carthage, Noah 
Cook of Hickory and Matthew Anthony of Philadelphia; (third 
row, from left) inductee Ryan Reeves, Forest; Joseph Cieglo of 
Lake, vice president of fellowship; and inductee Brent Barton, 
Forest; (fourth row, from left) Ashley Henley of Hickory, vice 
president of scholarship; Drew Gillis of Decatur, vice president 
of service; inductees Marcus Lee of Morton and Candace Long of 
Union; (fifth row, from left) Leslie Nash of Philadelphia, pho¬ 
tographer; Jonathan Jackson of Hickory, membership co-chair¬ 
person; Elaina James of Montrose, scrapbook committee; and 
Valerie Johnson of Louisville, secretary; and (top row, from left) 
Delynn Agee of Choctaw, vice president of leadership; adviser 
Debbie Hammons; Beth Alexander of Little Rock, president; and 
Amber Eaves of Louisville, treasurer. Officers not pictured are 
Suzanne Henry of Decatur, membership co-chairperson, and 
Cheryl Dowell of Lena, scrapbook committee. Also not pictured is 
adviser Bruce Guraedy. 

ECCC Have you tried our... 
Mot SHiiaket Pa-Bcyd 

Crawfish or Shrimp Po-Boys 
Z-Club 

Fried Green Tomato BIT 
Loaded Spuds 

Chicken Salad Croissant 
'Vwiiety. e-f. Satadi 

and much much more 

Steakhouse Open 
5:00-9:30 

Thurs.-Sat. 

Open Monday—Friday 

11:00-1:30 
Intersection of 

Highway 15 & 80 Newton 
Newton, Ms 

Grab-n-Go Orders 

601.683.7597 

Check out our 

$5.00 Menu 

'Sot*p and HI BkiCd your 

own SaMctw/cA 
or 

1/2 Po-Boy & a Side 
Or 

cklcteeiA strips § side 

Or 

Fried Groen Tomatoes 
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ECCC Nursing Delegates 

These East Central Community College associate degree nurs¬ 
ing students represented ASNEC (Association of Student Nurses at 
East Central) during the Mississippi Association of Student Nurses 
(MASN) convention. Pictured are (seated, from left) Abby Yates of 
Philadelphia, Traci Wilson of Carthage and Haley Fisher of Sebas- 
topol; and (standing, from left) Kristi Stapp of Louisville, DeAna 
Morrow, Gillian Poole and Rachel Chappell, all of Philadelphia; 
and Courtney Townsend of Forest. Nursing instructors Nan Ander¬ 
son and Christy Savell serve as ASNEC sponsors. 

Selected for MASN Board of Directors 

These East Central Community College associate degree nurs¬ 
ing students were recently elected to the Board of Directors of the 
Mississippi Association of Student Nurses (MASN). Members and 
their board positions include (from left) DeAna Morrow, secretary; 
Gillian Poole, director of legislation; and Abby Yates, chairperson 
for the nominations and elections committee, all of Philadelphia; 
and Traci Wilson of Carthage, director of internet communica¬ 
tions. Nursing instructors Nan Anderson and Christy Savell serve 
as sponsors of the Association of Student Nurses at East Central 
(ASNEC). 

ECCC ASNEC Officers 

These students currently serve as officers of the Association of 
Student Nurses at East Central Community College. Pictured are 
(from left) president Gillian Poole of Philadelphia, vice president 
Doug Kelley of Sebastopol, secretary India Curry of Bay Springs, 
treasurer Kristi Stapp of Louisville and reporter Traci Wilson of Car¬ 
thage. Nursing instructors Nan Anderson and Christy Savell serve 
as sponsors. 

'Manners' Discussed In ECCC Class 

Retired East Central Community College faculty member Alice 
Pouncey of Decatur demonstrates proper table manners during a 
recent presentation before students in Lucille Wood's Introduction 
to Physical Education and Sports class. Pouncey is a former home 
economics and psychology instructor and Fashion Squad sponsor. 
She also provided guidelines for proper dress attire and other mat¬ 
ters related to etiquette in general. 

Clayton, Lawrence Named ECCC HEADWAE Honorees 

Chemistry instructor Peggy 
Clayton and sophomore pre- 
nursing major Debbie Law¬ 
rence of Kosciusko have been 
named East Central Community 
College's HEADWAE Instructor 
and Student of the Year, respec¬ 
tively, for 2007-08. 

They will be honored with 
other outstanding college fac¬ 
ulty members and students at 
the annual HEADWAE (Higher 
Education Appreciation Day: 
Working Toward Academic 
Excellence) luncheon sched¬ 
uled Tuesday, February 19, 
2008, in Jackson. The program 
begins at the State Capitol at 10 
a.m. followed by the Awards 
Luncheon at 11:45 a.m. at the 
Marriott Hotel in downtown 
Jackson. 

The annual observance was 
established by the Mississippi 
Legislature to honor the aca¬ 
demically talented students and 
faculty members of Mississippi's 
higher education institutions 
who have made outstanding 
contributions in promoting 
academic excellence. 

Clayton began her employ¬ 
ment at ECCC in August 2004 
after serving the previous 20 
years as a science teacher on 
the high school level, most 
recently at Southeast Lauder- 
dale High School in Meridian. 
She is also a former faculty 
member at Northeast Lauder- 
dale in Meridian, Enterprise 
and Utica schools. In addi¬ 
tion, she is a former adjunct 
chemistry and physical science 
instructor at Meridian Commu¬ 
nity College. 

She received numerous 
honors during her high school 
teaching career, including 
her induction into the Missis¬ 
sippi Economic Council STAR 
Teacher Hall of Fame, awarded 
to recipients of STAR Teacher 
honors for the tenth year; 
Mississippi Science Olympiad 
Outstanding Coach; Mississippi 
Association of Physicists Out¬ 
standing Teacher; and American 
Chemical Society Outstanding 
Teacher for Mississippi. 

This past summer Clayton 
served as an instructor for the 
Mississippi Mathematics and 
Science Partnerships Program, 
working with teachers from 
nearby school systems in a four- 
week workshop which empha¬ 
sized fundamental concepts 
and inquiry learning. She also 
helped develop materials which 
are used to instruct elementary 
and secondary teachers who 
are seeking to become highly 
qualified in physical science. 

In addition to her classroom 
teaching activities, Clayton has 
made several presentations 
at professional workshops in 
connection with her work with 
the Education Division of the 
American Chemical Society. 
She is also a member of several 
science-related professional 
organizations. 

A graduate of Lamar School 
in Meridian, Clayton holds a 
bachelor's degree in chemis¬ 
try from Millsaps College and 
a master's of education from 
Mississippi State University. She 
has completed additional class 
work at the University of Ala- 
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ECCC Environmental Club 

Members of the East Central Community College Environmental 
Club for the 2007-08 term include (front row, from left) advis¬ 
ers and science instructors Curt Skipper, Sharon Lejeune and Joe 
Johnson (division chairman); (second row, from left) Ryan Loper of 
Decatur, Amber Eaves of Lousiville, Cheryl I Dowel I, Lorie Jen¬ 
kins, Britni Harvey and India Dickerson, all of Carthage; Rebecca 
Watkins of Philadelphia and Sandy Penn of Forest; (third row, from 
left) Melanie Eaves and Nichole Ball, both of Louisville; Tanika 
Robinson and Teresa Gibbs, both of Forest; Latasha Watkins of 
Sebastopol, Amanda Jones of Decatur, Kolby Sisson of Noxapapter 
and Annie Strohm of Morton; and (third row, from left) Tim Seibel 
of Lawrence, Tim Zetterholm of Byram and Caiti Slay of Forest. 

EC Students Providing Christmas Gifts 

East Central Community Colleges students Kristen Alsup (front) 
of Little Rock and Kim Edwards of Philadelphia are shown pre¬ 
paring Christmas gifts for delivery to residents of Care Lodge in 
Meridian. Stockings full of goodies were also provided every child 
at the facility. Alsup and Edwards are members of Phi Beta Lambda 
which "adopted" the center for victims of domestic violence as a 
community project. Alsup serves as parliamentarian for PBL, an 
organization for business students. Phi Beta Lambda members also 
provided personal care items for Care Lodge residents at Thanks¬ 
giving. Club members are also collecting used cell phones which 
will be reprogrammed for use by Care Lodge residents. For more 
information contact PBL adviser Ruth Gregory, Phone 601-635- 
2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 252. The email address 
is rgregory@eccc.edu 

Peggy Clayton (left) and Debbie Lawrence are this year's 
HEADWAE honorees representing East Central Community College 
in Decatur. The annual observance recognizes the state's outstand¬ 
ing faculty members and students in higher education. Clayton, a 
Meridian resident, is a chemistry instructor. Lawrence, a nontradi- 
tional student residing in Kosciusko, is a pre-nursing major. 

Financial Consultant Adresses EC Group 

Brian Temple of UBS Financial Services in Meridian provided 
expertise in investing, finances and financial terminology during a 
recent presentation to students at East Central Community Col¬ 
lege in Decatur. Temple advised students to start saving "now" for 
their future "even if it just means saving a few dollars each month." 
Temple provided information on how quickly one's savings can 
accumulate with disciplined investing. His presentation was 
sponsored by the EC Business Club. Economics instructor Wanda 
Hurley serves as adviser. 

bama and University of South¬ 
ern Mississippi. In addition, she 
has received certification from 
the National Board for Profes¬ 
sional Teaching Standards. 

She and her husband, Tom, 
a retired educator and adminis¬ 
trator, reside in Meridian where 
they are members and Sunday 
school teachers at Highland 
Baptist Church. They have three 
grown sons and three grand¬ 
children. 

Lawrence, a 46-year-old 
nontraditional student, is a 
President's List Scholar with a 
perfect 4.0 grade point average. 
She is a member of Theta Xi 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
international honor society for 
two-year colleges, and Sigma 
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Sigma Mu Tau, an organization 
for students interested in medi¬ 
cal careers. She was named to 
Who's Who Among Students In 
American Junior Colleges. 

She is a member of the 
Zama Volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment and Safe Harbor United 
Methodist Church in Moss 
Point. 

She is a graduate of Ethel 
High School. 

Lawrence has three daugh¬ 
ters, Amy French of Moss Point; 
Merrianne Donley of Surprise, 
Arizona; and Kimberly Law¬ 
rence of Philadelphia. She also 
has two grandchildren. 

Lawrence is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Law¬ 
rence of the Zama community. 
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Complete Health Care Assistant Program 

Recently completing East Central Community College's Health 
Care Assistant program are the above students shown display¬ 
ing certificates received following a graduation ceremony on the 
Decatur campus. Seated from left are Rebecca Lewis, Philadel¬ 
phia; Shanika Clark, Meridian; Stacy Svihla, Philadelphia; Jaque- 
line Pace, Forest; and Barbara Alston, Rose Hill. Standing from 
left are Akeele Smith, Kosciusko; Erica Pope, Noxubee; Laura 
Hickman, Union; and Roxanne Wilson, Hickory. Also pictured 
is instructor Theresa Cole. Not pictured are graduates Leslie 
Boater of Philadelphia and Rhianna Rhodes of Pulaski. Students 
who complete the six-month program qualify for employment 
as nurse assistants, long-term care aides or home-health aides in 
the Mississippi health care industry. For more information contact 
Cole (ext. 131) or Betsy Mann (ext. 294), interim dean of health 
care instruction, Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 131. The email addresses are tcole@eccc.edu and 
bmann@eccc.edu. 

ECCC Surgical Technology Graduates 

East Central Community College recognized graduates of its 
surgical technology program during a pinning ceremony held 
Dec. 13 on the Decatur campus. Members of the 2007 Class 
include (first row, from left) Kerri Withers, Union; Jennifer Smith, 
Hickory; Karen Porter, Decatur; LaTrycia Brown, Meridian; Niki 
Torrence, Morton; and Aimee Baugh, Kosciusko; (second row, 
from left) Reshelle Stroud, Lake; Sharon Griffin, Philadelphia; Jes¬ 
sica Yarbrough, Louisville; and SheKeisha Triplett, Louisville; and 
April Boyd, Natchez; (third row, from left) Latasha Hall, Deca¬ 
tur; Kendrah Bradford, Forest; Jessica Griffin, Philadelphia; and 
Debra Hobbs, Laurel; and (fourth row, from left) Brooke Harrell, 
Morton; Joshua Warren, Meridian; Tavarius Walker, Morton; and 
James Hattaway, Decatur. Torrence was named Surgical Technol¬ 
ogy Student of the Year. LeAnn Shirley and Kristie Pilgrim serve as 
surgical technology instructors. 

Clubs and Organizations 

Please Remember to Send 

Us Your News! 

mmcleod@eccc.edu or bjohnston@eccc.edu 
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Mann 'Officially' Named ECCC 

Dean of Healthcare Education 

Betsy Mann 

After 
serv¬ 
ing the 
past few 
months 
as interim 
dean of 
healthcare 
education 
at East 
Central 
Com¬ 
munity 
College, 

Betsy L. Mann has officially 
been named to the post, 
announced Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
ECCC president. 

Dr. Sutphin, whose recom¬ 
mendation of Mann for the 
position was approved at the 
December meeting of the Col¬ 
lege's Board of Trustees, said 
her experience in the health¬ 
care area as a practitioner and 
as an educator "will serve the 
College well." 

"During her semester as 
Interim Dean, she handled 
herself with dignity and deter¬ 
mination to ensure that the 
College's healthcare programs 
operate in a professional 

manner to serve the needs of 
our students," said Dr. Sutphin. 
"She is fully cognizant of the 
needs and opportunities of the 
College's healthcare programs 
and is committed to the growth 
of the programs to meet the 
growing demand for healthcare 
workers." 

As healthcare dean, Mann, 
who has been a member of 
the College's associate degree 
nursing faculty since 2002, is 
responsible for all of ECCC's 
health-related programs, 
which in addition to the ADN 
program includes practical 
nursing, surgical technology, 
emergency medical technol¬ 
ogy and healthcare assistant 
program. 

"I appreciate being trusted 
with the opportunity to grow 
and improve Healthcare 
Education Division at East 
Central," Mann said. "We have 
the potential to do progressive 
things that are needed in this 
area and we have a team of 
instructors committed to excel¬ 
lence. I look forward to the 
challenge." 

Mann is involved in several 

professional nursing associa¬ 
tions and currently serves as 
the College's ambassador to the 
National League of Nursing. 
She is also District 15 immedi¬ 
ate past president of the Missis¬ 
sippi Nurses'Association. 

In addition, she holds 
membership in the Ameri¬ 
can Nurses' Association, the 
National Organization of 
Associate Degree Nursing, the 
Mississippi Organization of 
Associate Degree Nursing, and 
Theta Beta Chapter of Sigma 
ThetaTau International Honor 
Society of Nursing. Mann is 
also a Certified Nurse Educator 
through the National League 
for Nursing. 

A graduate of Neshoba Cen¬ 
tral High School, Mann holds 
an associate's degree in nursing 
from Meridian Community 
College and received bachelor 
and master's degrees in nursing 
from the University of Missis¬ 
sippi Medical Center. 

She is married to Dr. John 
Mann and they reside in Phila¬ 
delphia. 

ECCC Gospel Choir Presents Concert 

East Central Community College's Gospel Choir recently presented their annual fall concert. 
Members and their hometowns include (first row, from left) Latrice Waters andTiera Hughes, both 
of Louisville; Kayla Nixon and Kelli Nixson, both of Bay Springs; Austin Crouther, Decatur; Rhonda 
Houston and Alvina Slaughter, both of Philadelphia; and Shardae Foley, Hickory; (second row, from 
left) Fatisha Crockett, Louisville; Kellie Sullivan, Taylorsville; Santanna Wilson, Louin; Amber Griffin, 
Carthage; Racheal Day, Philadelphia; Kentoreya Howard, Louisville; Portrie Caddis, Carthage; and 
sponsor Brenda K. Johnson, Lawrence; (third row, from left) Danielle Gaddis, Chunky; Lakeishia Rob¬ 
inson, Forest; Robin Brown, Carthage; Andrew Haynes, Louisville; Tyrell Satcher, Pachuta; and Deon 
Hudson, Louisville. The Rev. Timothy Croft, pastor of Jerusalem M. B. Church in Louin, was guest 
speaker. ECCC staff member Kathy Sanders of Lake was mistress of ceremonies. 

Peeples Selected ECCC Student Life Director, Recruiter 

Jonathan Peeples of Louis¬ 
ville was recently named Direc¬ 
tor of Student Life/Recruiter 
at East Central Community 
Colleger, announced Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, ECCC president. 

Peeples, who began his new 
duties on January 3, 2008, is 
responsible for security con¬ 
cerns on campus in addition 
to matters related to dormitory 
life. 

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Peeples was employed 
as an extension associate for 
the Mississippi State University 
Extension Service in Starkville. 

He is an ordained minister 

and previ¬ 
ously served 
as pastor of 
Oak Grove 
Baptist 
Church. He is 
also a former 
youth direc¬ 
tor at Murphy 
Creek Baptist 
Church in 
Louisville. 

Peeples 
also has extensive experience 
in law enforcement, mostly 
with the Department of Wild¬ 
life, Fisheries and Parks. He 
also served as a part-time 

Jonathan 
Peebles 

deputy for the Winston County 
Sherriff's Department and is 
a former police officer for the 
Town of Ackerman. He began 
his a career as a security guard 
for Sentinel Security Services 
on the, University of Mississippi 
campus in Oxford. 

Peeples is an accomplished 
marksman and has won numer¬ 
ous awards in competition. He 
is also a certified instructor in 
various firearms and archery. 

He is a 1989 graduate of 
Ackerman High School and 
attended Wood Junior College 
in Mathiston from 1989-91. 
He received a bachelor of 

public administration degree 
-with emphasis in criminal 
justice - from the University 
of Mississippi in 1993. He has 
also completed a 10-week law 
enforcement training program 
at the Mississippi Law Enforce¬ 
ment Officer's Training Acad¬ 
emy and a five-week advance 
basic training course at the Mis¬ 
sissippi Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks. 

He is married to the former 
Bridgett Joiner of Louisville. 
They have a three-year-old son, 
Levi. 

Savell Rejoins ECCC Associate Degree Nursing Faculty 
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Christy Savell of Decatur ian. 
has returned to the Associate She is 
Degree Nursing faculty at East also former 
Central Community College, practical 
announced Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, nursing 
ECCC president. instructor 

Savell, who was previously at Meridian 
employed at the College from Community 
July 2003 to July 2007, rejoins College. She 
the ADN faculty after serving was earlier 
as a staff nurse in the Cardio- employed at 
vascular Recovery Unit at Rush healthcare 
Foundation Hospital in Merid- facilities in 

Christy Savell 

Jackson, Collinsville, Meridian 
and Union. In all, she has 18 
years of experience in the nurs¬ 
ing field. 

Savell is a member of the 
American and Mississippi 
Nurses' Associations. She is 
also a member of Sigma Theta 
Tau International and Phi 
Kappa Phi honorary nursing 
societies. 

The Beulah Hubbard Atten¬ 
dance Center graduate received 

an associate's degree in nurs¬ 
ing from Meridian Community 
College, and earned bachelor 
and master's degree in nursing 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

She is married to David 
Savell and they have a son, 
Cody McMahan, and a daugh¬ 
ter, Sydni Savell, both students 
in the Newton County School 
System. 

Russum Joins ADN Faculty 

Paula R. Russum of Burns 
has joined the Associate 
Degree Nursing faculty at East 
Central Community College, 
announced Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
ECCC president. 

Russum, who began her 
new duties on January 3, 2008, 
previously served as director of 
the Geriatric Psychiatric Inpa- 
tient Program at Scott Regional 
Hospital in Morton. 

She is also a former adjunct 
clinical instructor at ECCC. 

In all, she has 20 years nurs¬ 
ing experience in North Caro¬ 
lina and Mississippi, working in 
areas including direct patient 
care, grant writing, clinical 
research and administration. 
She has also served as a medi¬ 
cal missionary in Guatemala, 
Central America. 

Her community activities 
include serving as pianist at 

Paula Russum 

Walnut 
Grove Bap¬ 
tist Church 
in Sylvarena. 

A 
graduate 
of Raleigh 
High School, 
Russum 
received 
bachelor 
degrees in 
physical 
education and nursing from the 
University of Southern Missis¬ 
sippi, and earned a master's 
degree in nursing from the 
University of South Alabama in 
Mobile. 

She has two children, Gar- 
rett, 13 and Rachel Hope, five. 

Russum is the daughter 
of the Rev. and Mrs. John B. 
Russum of Burns. 

Learning CPR Skills 

Donna Race (third from left) of Newton Regional Hospital 
recently instructed students in CPR training as a part of Lucille 
Wood's First Aid class at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. Pictured with Pace are (from left) Adam Griffin of 
Philadelphia, Eric Dowell of Carthage, Cody Shaw of Forest, 
Deon Hudson of Noxapater and Justin Boone of Louisville. 

Phi Theta Kappa Headed to Philly! 

By BETH ALEXANDER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa has been 
busy over the past few months. 
You've probably seen our 
numerous advertisements for 
fundraisers on the daily stu¬ 
dent bulletin but please take a 
moment to consider what we 
are endeavoring to do! From 
April 1-6, 10 members and 
three chaperones will be travel¬ 
ing by plane to Philadelphia, 
Ra., to the Phi Theta Kappa 
International Convention. 

To fund the trip, PTK sold 
Krispy Kreme donuts and on 
Valentine's Day delivered bal¬ 

loons and personalized cards to 
dormitories. 

PTK's own Drew Gil I is even 
raffled himself off during our 
"Valentine's Win A Date With 
Drew" contest. 

Finally, we will also be 
participating in Relay-for-Life 
again this year. We would like 
to encourage all other campus 
organizations to form a team 
and participate in this worth¬ 
while event! We are currently 
raffling off two pieces of Mr. 
Bruce Guraedy's artwork. All 
profits will be given to the 
American Cancer Society. You 
may purchase tickets from any 
officer or advisor. 

Feature "Teacher: 

Jeffrey Schuurman 

By BETH ALEXANDER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Mr. Schuurman is one 
of the newest additions 
to ECCC's faculty. He has 
taken on an adjunct posi¬ 
tion, teaching Geography 
part 1 and 2. He formerly taught on the EMCC Naval Station 
Campus in Meridian; Magnolia Middle School in Meridian; 
and a school in Texas where he also coached the women's 
soccer team. He has been teaching for a total of 8 years, but 
this is his first year teaching at a community college. 

Born in: Wisconsin 
Grew up in: Costa Rica and Ecuador 
Favorite subject to teach: History 
Foreign Language: He speaks Spanish fluently 
Favorite Movie: Monty Python's Search for the Holy Grail 
Favorite Music: Classical-style music, like the violinist group 
Bond orTran-Siberian Orchestra 
Interesting Fact: He's traveled to more than 15 countries, his 
favorite being Switzerland! 

Gregory Addresses ECCC Class 

Bart Gregory, field representative for the Bulldog Club at Mis¬ 
sissippi State University, is shown speaking to students in Lucille 
Wood's Introduction to Physical Education and Sports class at 
East Central Community College in Decatur. Gregory, an ECCC 
alumnus and Winston County native, stressed the importance of 
being an "effective communicator" to class members, many of 
whom plan to pursue careers in athletics. Gregory is a 1997 ECCC 
graduate, where he was involved in various campus activities and 
was named to the College's Hall of F^rne.^    

Torrence Receives Surgical Tech Award 

Nikki Torrence (center) of Morton was recently named Surgi¬ 
cal Technology Student of the Year at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. Torrence received the honor "for excelling in 
classroom and clinical settings," according to program instructors 
LeAnn Shirley (left) and Kristie Pilgrim, who announced the award 
during the Surgical Technology Pinning Ceremony held Dec. 13 
in the Vickers Fine Arts Center. Torrence is among 19 graduates of 
the two-year program who were recognized at the special cer¬ 
emony. 

Strike a Pose! 

Emilee Lanier 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Age: 19 
High School: Newton County 

High School 
Why EC? Close to home 
Activities: Accents, ECCC 
Players, Choir, Band, Warrior 
Corps 
Major: Liberal Arts 
Favorite Class: Ac'cents 
Favorite Color: Lime Green 
Favorite Music: Classic Rock 
Favorite Book: To Kill A 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
Favorite Season: Fall 
Favorite Quote: "The only 
disability in life is a bad attitude. 
Pet Peeves: Rudeness 
Future Plans: Finish college and have a family 
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ECCC Announces Fall Semester Honor Roll 

Students named to the 2007 
fall semester honor roll, which 
includes those selected to the 
President's List, Dean's List 
and Honorable Mention List, 
have been announced at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur, according to Donna 
Luke, Director of Admissions, 
Records and Research. 

PRESIDENT'S LIST 
Those named to the Presi¬ 

dent's List, students with a 4.0 
grade point average, include 
the following: 

ARLINGTON: Lauren Eliza¬ 
beth Smith; 

BAY SPRINGS: Holly Victo¬ 
ria McMullan; 

BRANDON: Elizabeth 
Laken Morgan; 

CANTON: Terry L. Light- 
heart; 

CARTHAGE: Nellie M. 
Crenshaw, Gwendolyn Mavis 
Crumbley, Tommy Gene 
Deason, Alexandra Lee Harris 
and Lacy Leigh McMurry; 

CHUNKY: Caleb Scott Frink; 
COLLINSVILLE: Matthew 

Hodges Naylor and Thomas 
Luke Walker; 

CONEHATTA: Heather 
Nichole Bounds, Angela Anne 
Jordan and Mason Lee Mingo; 

DECATUR: Ashley Dm 
Anderson, Joseph Kyle Barrett, 
Russell Jordan Clark, Shaun 
Michael Cooper, Cora Jean 
Crawford, Caitlin Lee Harper, 
James Shelby Hattaway, Joy 
Lynn Hayes, Apryl Suzanne 
Henry, Whitney Suzanne 
Knight, Mindy Caral Parker, 
Karen E. Porter and Crystal 
Megan Shoemaker; 

FOREST: Bethany Nicole 
Autry, Marty Ann Bergin, Diane 
Marie Berthelette, Keith Walter 
Brown, Joseph Thomas Cieglo, 
Matthew E. Harmon, Chris W. 
Harrison, Gwendolyn Latonya 
McClendon and Krista Ann 
Phillips; 

HICKORY: Ashley Nicole 
Henley and Jennifer Caitlin 
Smith; 

LAWRENCE: Melissa Ann 
Rowel I; 

LENA: Courtney Nicole 
Elkins, Brittany Lanae Harrison, 
Mark Bradley Latham and Patri¬ 
cia Alene Vasquez; 

LITTLE ROCK: Sarah Allison 
Eakes; 

LOUISVILLE: Chelsie 
Brooke Burns, Lara Renae Burt, 
Amber R. Eaves, Kelvin Kinte 
Knowles, Ancarisa Frazier 
Macon, Anna Kathrine White, 
and Jessica Leigh Yarbrough; 

MORTON: Amneris Avalos, 
Carli Nicole O'Steen, Timo¬ 
thy Paul Phillipson and Anne 
McDonald Strohm; 

NATCHEZ: April Nicole 
Boyd; 

NEWTON: Rustin S. 
Godwin, Lolita Renee Jordan, 
Matt Gardner Mason, Joshua 
Webb Moore, Amanda Laine 
Shaffer, Skye NicholeTindall 
and Joaquinta Shaunte Watts; 

NOXAPATER: Mary Eliza¬ 
beth Thorne; 

PHILADELPHIA: Jonni 
Diane Anderson, Dekota 
Brooke Anthony, Lucretia 
Fulton, Julie Frances Gaines, 
Kenzie Ruth Gaines, Sharon 
Denise Griffin, Reagan Lynn 
Joyner, Brett Thomas Latimer, 
Anna Kathryn Noel, Travis Ran- 
dell Rage, Michael Dewayne 
Pierce, Elizabeth Jean Powell, 
Micheal Shane Robertson, 
Stacy Lorraine Svihla, Whit- 
nee Leigh White and Amanda 
Dayle Williamson; 

PRESTON: Autumn Leigh 
Durant; 

UNION: Melissa Carol 
Adkins, Joshua O'Neil Dicker- 
son, Anna Laurie Ezelle, Tyler 
Cameron Hansford, Anna Eliza¬ 
beth Johnson, Daniel Hunter 
Johnson, Kyle David Keady, 
Matthew Ryan Livingston, 
Emily Paige Thrash and Krystle 
Elyse Wolverton; 

NOXUBEE: Sanders Faye 
Johnson; and 

ATLANTA, GA.: Tanner 
Austin Martin. 

DEAN'S LIST 

The Dean's List includes 
the following students who 
achieved a 3.5 or above grade 
point average: 

BRANDON: Ashlyn Jordan 
Dunn and Casey Yolanda Ran¬ 
dolph; 

BYRAM: Timothy Logan 
Zetterholm; 

CARTHAGE: Tornkia 
Danielle Bell, Pamela Renee 
Boone, Lucy Diane Burns, 
Geraldine L. Deason, Britni 
Leigh Harvey, Joshua Cortez 
Luckett, Dominique Nicole 
Lyle, Aaron Patrick Mann, Bran¬ 

don Trey McNeece, Virginia 
Ruth Mitchell, Allison Nicole 
Phillips, Ashley Nicole Pigg, 
Sylinda Denise Scott, Amber M. 
Smith and Matthew Dewayne 
Wooten; 

CHOCTAW: Delynn Shi- 
rakatrice Agee, Diana Tehauno 
Hickman and Randy Hickman; 

CHUNKY: Sidney S. Gutier¬ 
rez and Jana Nicole Johnson; 

COLLINS: Jasen D'Marte 
Fairley; 

COLLINSVILLE: Mackenzie 
Rae Kangas; 

CONEHATTA: Kimberly 
Denise Anderson, Richardson 
L. Chickaway and Jessica 
Leanne Leach; 

DECATUR: Yentl Carolette 
Brantley, Calli Leigh Cumber¬ 
land, Latasha Narkeyda Hall, 
Sarah Rebecca Henry, Carol 
Lynn Johnson, Joseph Kyle Kil- 
lens, Fredrick Franklin Lyons, 
Joseph M. McDonald, Megan 
Clarice Munn, Joshua Kyle 
Pender, Brittany Michelle Tyson 
and Chelsey Luann Vincent; 

DEKALB: Joni Lynn Boze- 
man; 

ETHEL: Courtney Michelle 
Allbritton; 

FLORENCE: Ruby Elizabeth 
Crew; 

FOREST: Brent Allen Barton, 
Ashleyanne K. Berthelette, Jes¬ 
sica Danielle Brown, Rebecca 
Marie Coonce, Brittany Jade 
Cushman, James Bradley 
Morrison, Courtney Kreshell 
Patrick, Stacey Lachelle Rasco, 
Nicholas Cody Shaw, Caitlin 
Michelle Slay, Arlena Thames, 
Tyler Dennis Walters and Jason 
Matthew Weatherford; 

HEIDELBERG: Stephen 
Andrew Walters; 

HICKORY: Jonathan Kent 
Federick, Jonathan Leshaun 
Jackson, Rodney Dale Parker 
and Brandon Cody Williams; 

KOSCIUSKO: Aimee Claire 
Baugh; 

LAKE: Brandi Renee Gray 
and Dollye Bilbro Packer; 

LAUREL: Genny Marie 
Freeman and Dedra Danyale 
Hobbs; LAWRENCE: Amanda 
Michelle Hines, Timothy Martin 
Seibel and John Thomas Shel- 
lenback; 

LITTLE ROCK: Carole 
Beth Alexander, April Nicole 
Dunavant, Mary Emilee Lanier, 
Joshua Nathan Sheehan, Tegan 
Rebekkah Ward and Robert 
Bailey Westbrook; 

LOUIN: Mark Andrew 
Ishee, Elaina Marie James, 
James Bernard Ratcliff and Clar- 
rissa Cherrell Wilson; 

LOUISVILLE: Kayla Brooke 
Adcock, Aleisha Dawn Bender, 
Brandi Jo Carter, Lindsey 
Brooke Clark, Shekeisha 
Lashunda Coleman, Melanie 
Deigh Eaves, Kyrstin Faith Hall, 
Kiel Martin Higginbotham, 
Kimberly Gail McDill, Kim¬ 
berly Hannah Miles, Jeremy 
Jacob Saucier, Whitney Nicole 
Smith, Kristi Leigh Stapp, Karen 
Alicia Stokes, Sherry Delane 
Weeks, Tranquilla Monta 
Welch, Sandra M. Whitman, 
Ian Dobson Whitney Missy 
Nicole Williamson and Britni 
Nicole Wright; 

MACON: Jordan Leigh 
Taylor; 

MERIDIAN: Franklin Quar- 
terrio Pugh, Kimberly Denise 
Hearn, Timothy Brent Maloney 
and Anna L. Switzer; 

MORTON: Lauren Nicole 
Ashley, Tiffany Ann Carpen¬ 
ter, Gladys Edmond, Victoria 
A Hodge, Jana Floy Johnson, 
Stacee Lynn McCurdy and 
Alicia NicoleTorrence; 

NEWTON: Jack Anthony 
Anderson, O'Darrean Sedale 
Brown, Tawayatha Tanielle 
Evans, Drew Morgan Gillis, 
Keith Jared Hollingsworth, 
Rhonda Sue May, Tawanna 
Shevette McDaniel, Sharonda 
Lenise Moore, Sandra C. Pruitt, 
David Allen Pugh, Sandra 
Deniese Rasco and Hailey 
Christine Walker; 

NOXAPATER: Kayla Dawn 
Coward, Aaron Tyler Gaylord 
and Bruce Lee Manning; 

PAULDING: Terri Latonya 
Jones; 

PELAHATCHIE: Amber Lynn 
Wall; 

PHILADELPHIA: Carrie 
Ann Alexander, Matthew Scott 
Anthony, Laura Leigh Bain, 
Savannah R. Barksdale, Briana 
Alane Bell, Thomas Drew 
Bozeman, Jesse Dalton Brackin, 
Jonee Danielle Brantley, Angela 
Harris Carter, Whitney Lee 
Crawford, Derek Lee Crenshaw, 
Johnny Trent Cumberland, 
Justin Alexander Deason, Spen¬ 
cer West Dickerson, Tenesha 
Neashay Johnson, Vivita Patrice 

Johnson, Latoya Nicole Jones, 
Brandi Lynn Kennedy, Dustin 
Richard Kilpatrick, John Austin 
McNair, Richard Elliott Parks, 
Patrick Wade Patterson, Marsha 
Hall Payne, Christopher Mark 
Rowell, Codee D. Russell, 
Casey Austin Stokes, Pamela 
Joyce Townsend, Rebecca 
Louise Watkins, Renita Kay 
Willis and Lacey Nicole 
Wilson; 

PRESTON: Valerie Brooke 
Johnson; 

PULASKI: Autumn Necole 
Westbrook; 

RALEIGH: Jeffrey Scott 
Hay man; 

TAYLORSVILLE: Briana T. 
Edison; 

UNION: Kriston Brooke 
Barrett, Austin Lee Crouthers, 
Steven Kory Culpepper, Jessica 
Lynn Galloway, Jacob Alex¬ 
ander Massey, Leslie Sheresse 
Nash, Tammy Lynn Plaisance, 
Kylie Dates Rigdon, Darneisha 
Sade Sanders, Amy Elizabeth 
Sharp, Amber Leigh Smith, 
Karen Alice Smith, Amanda 
Leigh Spears, Candace Nicole 
Vance and Kerri Shea Withers; 

WALNUT GROVE: Anthony 
David Buffington and Keevin L. 
Windham; 

TUSCALOOSA, AL: 
Ra'Anthoni Te'Von Frierson; 
and 

BOSSIER CITY, LA.: Rashima 
RaeTierra Jenkins. 
HONORABLE MENTION LIST 

The following students were 
named to the Honorable Men¬ 
tion List and earned a 3.0 or 
above grade point average: 

ABERDEEN: Jordon A. Pat¬ 
terson; 

ACKERMAN: Macqualine 
Monkiya Martin; 

BAY SPRINGS: India Yas- 
chica Curry; 

BRANDON: Zach Lane 
Tanksley; 

BRAXTON: Jerrid Dewayne 
Hickman; 

CARROLLTON: Everett 
Allen Cheek; 

CARTHAGE: Tyler Allen 
Adcock, Lynette Eda Bell, 
Kasey Sue Crutcher, Brandie 
Nicole Davis, Erica Leigh 
Dowell, Kristi Gwin Hardin, 
Britney Jaide Horn, Courtney 
Rachelle Ingram, Lorie Dani¬ 
elle Jenkins, Cristen Shalane 
Jones, Ruby Elizabeth McCurdy, 
Cody Aaron Mullen, Mal- 
lory Rebecca Parker, Barbara 
Jean Pitts, Charlotte Rebecca 
Roland, Kimberly Ann Sand¬ 
ers, Michael Calloway Sanford, 
Constance Diane Savell, Olivia 
Lauren Scott, Jennifer Leah 
Sistrunk, Katherine Elizabeth 
Taylor, Carneil M. Turner, Trisha 
Nicole White, Julie C. Wil- 
banks, Rebecca Carol Wil- 
banks, Cheslea Brooke Wiskus, 
Emily Dianne Wooten and 
Shelley R. Wright; 

CHOCTAW: Victor L. Isaac 
and Vincent Wayne Wilson; 

CHUNKY: Reva Shea Coate 
and Susan Dana Maxwell; 

COLLINSVILLE: Kacy Eliza¬ 
beth Covert, Veronica Dyann 
Evans and Anna Catherine 
Munn; 

COLUMBUS: James Greg¬ 
ory Jenkins; 

CONEHATTA: Kelby Dene 
Anderson, Rodgrick Lamar 
Anderson, Jill Christine Comp- 
ton, Sharayah Elaine Grant, 
Kanedra Latoya Lampkin, 
Ashley Nicole May, Robert 
Logan McDonald, Shelby 
Dwight Shelley and Shawntye 
Nicole Vaughn; 

DECATUR: Carl M. Adkins, 
Cindy Rennia Chesney, Dustin 
Wayne Evans, Christy Lynne 
Ezell, Doris Ann Frith, Hunter 
Thomas Hayes, Francesca 
Marsay Hussey, Maegan Leigh 
Johnston, Philip Deante Jordan, 
Theressa Flint Killens, Samuel 
Fox Lewis, Andrew David Mar¬ 
shall, Connie Elizabeth Parker, 
Kristen L. Pillsbury, Rachael 
Renae Rainer, Lindsey Brooke 
Stevens, Brandon Scott Thomas, 
Pamela Townsend and William 
Riley Walton; 

FLORENCE: Justin Thomas 
Traylor and Brooke Kyomi 
White; 

FOREST: Kendrah Nicole 
Bradford, Kristen Magan 
Chamblee, Sermantha Rena 
Clark, Christopher Drew 
Crowell, Jimmy Paul Easter- 
ling, Teresa Monique Gibbs, 
Cody Glenn Harrell, Jennifer 
L. Hollingsworth, Ana Huerta, 
Jaleesa Chanell Hughes, Josh 
David Ledford, Gary David 
Mart, Kamisha Vatoya Pat¬ 
rick, McKenzie R. Patrick, 
Brandi Suzanne Ricks, Monica 
Slaughter, Courtney Alonzo 
Stingley, Matthew Ryan Wade 

ECCC President Presents Legislative Wish List 

East Central Community 
College Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
(left) talks with area legisla¬ 
tors following his PowerPoint 
presentation regarding fund¬ 
ing priorities proposed by the 
state's community and junior 
colleges for the upcoming ses¬ 
sion of the Mississippi Legisla¬ 
ture. Dr. Sutphin said the three 
goals for fiscal year 2009 are 
mid-level per student fund¬ 
ing, capital improvements and 
high school dropout recovery. 
The wish list is included in the 
ongoing Mississippi Values 
campaign sponsored by the 
two-year colleges. Shown with the ECCC leader are (from left) Senator Giles Ward of Louisville, 
Representatives Scott Bounds of Philadelphia, Billy Nicholson of Union and Russ Nowell of 
Louisville, and Senator Terry C. Burton of Newton. The presentation was made at the College's* 
annual legislative appreciation luncheon held on the Decatur campus. Also in attendance at the 
luncheon meeting were several ECCC Board of Trustees members and College personnel. 

and Janet Williams; 
GOODMAN: Jacob Ryne 

Casey; 
HATTIESBURG: Jeremy 

Dewayne Dillon and Donovan 
Treshaun Tate; 

HEIDELBERG: Desmond 
Antoine Forth ner; 

HICKORY: Noah Travis 
Cook, Shardae Marquett Foley, 
Cecily Necole Granger and 
Angela Gail Valentine; 

JACKSON: Krystal Nick- 
ole Knight and Spencer Alan 
Spane; 

KOSCIUSKO: Joshua Mai 
Huffman, Kristopher Kyle 
McDill, Akeele Smith and 
Charles Jonathan Worrell; 

LAKE: Santigous Nicole 
Culpepper, Margo Dewayne 
Everett, Alexander O'Neil Gray, 
Ryan William Monk, Markis A. 
Pinkston, April Denise Smith, 
Marcus Heath Street, Juley 
Elizabeth Taylor and Laura 
Reshelle Williams; 

LAWRENCE: Wyneda 
Markeda McLaurin; 

LENA: Christopher Scott 
Clark, Cheryl Lynn Dowell and 
Kendrick Vonshawn Nichols; 

LITTLE ROCK: Andrew Ken- 
nith Harrison, Michael Thomas 
Skinner and Roger Thomas 
Strange; 

LOUIN: Amanda Leigh 
Boykin, Felicia Renee Earnest, 
Erica Delneshia Jones and . 
Davion Marquis Jones; 

LOUISVILLE: John Zach- 
ary Boswell, Tammy A. Burton, 
Timothy William Butts, Fatisha 
D. Crockett, John Mark Dick¬ 
erson, Jack Douglas Edmon- 
son, Keia Ayona Eichelberger, 
Joel Lamont Glass, Amanda 
Marquitta Hampton, Patience 
Deirra Haynes, Labrittany 
Trenae Hickman, Katina Ashley 
Holmes, Kendall Maurice 
Hoskins, Albert Allen Hunt, 
Justin Harold Keller, Kelly 
Anne Kight, Lakeisha Inez 
Lewis, Eric Tanner Long, Tyler 
Lee McCool, Amber E. Reed, 
Carlos Maurice Rice, Courtney 
Lynn Richardson, Kevin Loyd 
Roark, Brittany Gayle Rushing, 
Gwendolyn Lachelle Steele, 
Lauren Suzanne Thornton, 
Brandi Michelle Tollett, Justin 
Allen Vernon, Jerlisa Nashay 
Williams, Samantha M. Wright 
and Mai lory Jade Young; 

LUDLOW: Marcus Dequan 
Lee; 

MADDEN: James Patrick 
Johnson and Megan Elizabeth 
Klauck; 

MENDENHALL: Joshua Alan 
Keys and Mark Alan Turner Jr.; 

MERIDIAN: Latrycia D. 
Brown, James C. Griffith, 
Kimberly Dawn Hull, Brooklyn 
Michelle Mayo, Rachel Lynn 
Oatman, Cuylor Rogers Reeves, 
Travis Wayne Smallwood, 
Marcus Russell Tanner, Deme- 
trice Ann Taylor and Joshua 
Wayne Warren; 

MORTON: Adrienne Marie 
Bird, Sandra Lynn Colyer, 
Candice Laine Ezell, Billie J. 
Godwin, Buford Glynn Hannah 
Jr, Brooke Leanne Harrell, Justin 
Lloyd Jones, Austin Lee Lloyd, 
Lindsay Elizabeth Lockert, 
Amber Brooke McCaughn, 
Corey Lynn Shoemaker, Audrey 
D. Spann, Daniel M. Walker 
and Tavarius Tasean Walker; 

NATCHEZ: Jason Daniel 
Calcote; 

NEWTON: Lashaunda 
Michelle Bobbett, Monica 
Dieanea Drummond, Marvin 
Flucker Jr,. Haylee Holden 
Haralson, Chotsani S. Hender¬ 
son, Nahamani Rashun Hen¬ 
derson, John Curtis Little, Angel 
Christina Lyons, Brookes Anne 
Mayes, Myranda L. McDon¬ 
ald, Mark Gibson McEachern, 
Jonathan Monroe Moore, Rena 
F. Robinson, Benjamin Bounds 
Thames, Holly Kathleen TuIlos 
and Krystle Michelle Walker; 

NOXAPATER: Cody Ryan 
Coward, Samantha Kaitlin 
Kinard, Bradley Scott Reyn¬ 
olds, Ryan L. Smyth, Jamie 
Lynn Stribling, Tiffany Brooke 
Thomas and Steven Cody 
Vowel I; 

PEARL: Megan Hillary 
Rieger; 

PELAHATCHIE: Chris 
Andrew Bates and Travis 
Andrew Jordan; 

PHILADELPHIA: Michael 
C. Allen, Martha Anderson, 
Arielle Skye Apperson, Regan 
Michele Barrier, Leslie Kay 
Boatner, Ryan Shadrach Bos- 
tick, Latosha Renee Boswell, 
Rachel Leigh Chappell, 
Carlena Joann Clemmons, 
Willie J. Colston, Michael 
Cody Cox, Shelley Elizabeth 
Darby, Christina Sheniece 
Dennis, Leah Denise Dennis, 
Kimberly Michelle Edwards, 
Sean Andrew Farmer, Ashley 
Lauren Fortune, Kim Marie Foy, 
Terri Celeste Franklin, Kayla 
Ann Fedrick, Deandra Marie 
Graham, Simone Le'Shea 
Greer, Adam Kirkland Griffin, 
Jessica L. Griffin, Robert Austin 
Herrington, Julie Carole Holley, 
Bradley Paul Hughes, Loren 
Roxanne Jones, John Doug¬ 
las Kelley, Rolanda Michelle 
Killins, Valerie Nicole Lillis, 
Amber Nicole Madison, Alana 
Dayle Moore, Sheryl Danyelle 
Murphey, Winnie Elaine Owen, 
Lee William Parkerson, Katrina 
Wynake Patie, Paige Lynn 
Posey, Valarie Renea Ryan, 
April Lynn Sanders, George 
Terry Sciple, Jesse Ryan Shaffer, 
Corey Alan Sharp, Erin Marie 
Shearin, William Kolby Sisson, 
Sable O'Hara Smith, Chad 
Weldy Stokes, Gregory Scott 
Stovall, Roshanda Monique 
Street, Tyson Dale Stribling, 
Teresa Ann Sullivan, Rachel 
Farron Thompson, Cari Nichole 
Tolbert, Phillip Lavelle Vines, 
Crystal Blair Walker, Kenneth 
Taylor Weldy, Brittany Anna 
White, Sara Elizabeth Williams 
and Tiah Rae York; 

PRESTON: Lakaisha Lashay 
Coleman and Michaela Lasha 
Lee; 

PULASKI: Anna Catherine 

Hughes, Roderick Quantail 
Lofton, Rhianna Lee Rhodes 
and Gloria Cecilia Simpson; 

QUITMAN: Joshua Nathan¬ 
iel Lafferty and Meia L. Strick¬ 
land; RIDGELAND: Bruce Ellis 
Williams; 

ROSE HILL: Barbara Jean 
Alston; 

SEBASTOPOL: Daniel Fed¬ 
rick Byram, Jordan Coyt Gilmer 
and Kimberly Shea Norman; 

STARKVILLE: Katlan Russell 
French; 

STONEWALL: Joseph Vance 
Taylor; 

STRINGER: William Ross 
Tew;. 

STURGIS: Joel Keith 
Edwards; 

TAYLORSVILLE: Cortney 
Nicole Mobbs; 

UNION: Dennis Jay Ander¬ 
son Jr., Penny Darlene Beck- 
ham, Kendall Jordan Boler, Jess 
Martin Brantley, Christopher 
Lewis Buckley, Jennifer Marie 
Coghlan, Tiffanie Mae Credille, 
William Joseph Cunningham, 
Jmarkus Johnkese Dubose, 
Jerome R Evans, Jayme Todd 
Ferguson, Melissa Misty Fergu¬ 
son, Sabra Nicole Fortenberry, 
Brittany Leigh Germany, Sara 
Olivia Goss, Shannon McDon¬ 
ald Harrison, Laura Mae 
Hickman, Aubrie Elise Howell, 
Kenneth Darryl Hudson, 
Jennifer Magan Key, Shellie 
G. Keyes, Cynthia Darlene 
Ledlow, Sean Tyler McElfish, 
Tyler Glenn Nicholson, Tiffany 
Regan Quick, Richard Kevin 
Rickles, Justin Wade Rush¬ 
ing, Derek Arizona Shannon, 
William Taylor Smith, Jessica 
Lauren Stamper, April Finton 
Strickland, Treasure Laura'Anna 
Vance, Casey L. White and 
Victoria Denise York; 

VICKSBURG: Jonathan 
Andrew Crabtree; 

WALNUT GROVE: Mary E. 
Brooke Dove, Kristen Denise 
May and Evan Mitchell Sum¬ 
mers-Jones; 

BELLE GALDE, FL: Jesus 
Aleman; 

BUTLER, AL.: Randy McRae 
Hyatt; and 

DUNCANVILLE, AL.: John 
Levorn Bailey. 

Students Named To Who's Who 

East Central Community 
College is again well repre¬ 
sented on the list of students 
named to Who's Who Among 
Students in American Junior 
Colleges. 

Those selected for the 
prestigious publication are 
nominated by faculty and staff 
and chosen based on academic 
achievement and involvement 
in extracurricular clubs and 
organizations. 

Honorees for 2007-08 
include the following: 

Leake County: Pamela 
Boone, Lucy Diane Burns, 
Tommy Gene Deason, Alex¬ 
andra Lee Harris, Katherine 
Elizabeth Taylor, Rebecca Carol 
Wilbanks and Traci Wilson, 
all of Carthage; and Courtney 
Nicole Elkins, Lena; 

Neshoba County: Rachel 
Chappel, Lucretia Fulton, 
Julie Gaines, Austin McNair, 
Travis Randall Rage, Katrina 
Patie, Brittany Anna White and 
Whitnee Leigh White, all of 
Philadelphia; 

Newton County: Carol 
Beth Alexander, Joshua N. 
Sheehan and Robert Bailey 
Westbrook, all of Little Rock; 
Ashley Dm Anderson, Kyle 
Barrett, Christy Lynn Ezell, 
Caitlin Harper, Apryl Suzanne 
Henry, Maegan Johnston, Whit¬ 
ney Suzanne Knight, Joseph M. 
McDonald, Mandy Yvette Rich¬ 
ardson, Crystal Megan Shoe¬ 

maker, Lindsey Brooke Stevens 
and Chelsey LuAnn Vincent, 
all of Decatur; Richardson L. 
Chickaway, Conehatta; Noah 
Cook, Ashley Nicole Henley 
and Jonathan LeShaun Jackson, 
all of Hickory; Drew Morgan 
Gillis and Brookes Mayes, both 
of Newton; Kenneth Darryl 
Hudson, Candace Dawn Long 
and Leslie Nash, all of Union; 
and Jana Nicole Johnson, 
Chunky. 

Scott County: Jack Anthony 
Anderson, Amneris Avalos, 
Candice Laine Ezell and Carli 
Nicole O'Steen, all of Morton; 
Marty Ann Bergin, Keith Walter 
Brown, Joseph T. Cieglo, Feli¬ 
cia Futch, Chris W. Harrison 
and James Ryan Reeves, all 
of Forest; and Dollye Packer, 
Lake; 

Winston County: Nichole 
Alicia Ball, Lara Burt, Trenton 
Cockrell, Amber Eaves, Kiel 
Martin Higginbotham, Kelly 
Kight, Tyler McCool, Hannah 
Miles and Carlos Rice, all of 
Louisville; and 

Out-of-District: India Curry, 
Bay Springs; Jeff Grimsel, 
Vicksburg; Kimberly Dawn 
Hull, Meridian; Elaina Marie 
James, Louin; Valerie Johnson, 
Preston; Debbie Lynn Law¬ 
rence, Kosciusko; McClain 
Mullins, Tupelo; Jordan Taylor, 
Macon; and Brooke White, 
Florence. 
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EC Instructor Performs For 

Governor's Inauguration 

East Central Community 
College music instructor Nata¬ 
lie Duncan Emmons shared her 
musical talents for the Inau¬ 
guration of Governor Haley 
Barbour recently. 

Emmons sang the National 
Anthem to begin the Inaugu¬ 
ration ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008, at 
the State Capitol. 

She was also one of the fea¬ 
tured performers for a Gospel 
Prayer Breakfast honoring Gov¬ 
ernor Barbour scheduled the 
previous day at the Mississippi 
Agriculture Museum. 

The Lake resident said she 
felt "very honored" about 
performing for the Governor's 
Inauguration. 

"I have always had a special 
love for not only music, but 
politics as well," Emmons 
stated, "so for me this is the 
best of both worlds!" 

Emmons was a familiar face 
during Governor Barbour's 
re-election campaign in 2007. 
She performed two of her own 
compositions, "Mississippi," 
and the "Haley Barbour Song," 
at various political rallies 
throughout the state. 

She first performed "Missis¬ 
sippi" in 2006 for Phil Bryant 
during his successful campaign 
for lieutenant governor. 

Some of the song's lyrics 
include the following: 

"Mississippi, it's the home 
of Southern grace. Mississippi, 

there's a helping hand, there's a 
smiling face. Born and raised in 
a small, small town in the heart 
and soul of Dixie, you can bet 
I'm proud to be from Missis¬ 
sippi." 

The "Haley Barbour 
Song" includes the following 
lyrics:"Haley Barbour is a man 
among men, strong Christian 
values and a fine Republican. 
For these four years he's been a 
light in the harbor. United we 
will stand with Haley Barbour." 

Emmons, at the young age 
of 29, is widely known for her 
musical talents. She has been 
writing Southern Gospel and 
Contemporary music for many 
years and has had more than 
30 songs published. Six of her 
songs were recorded by major 
artists and two of her selections 
were chartered nationally. 
Emmons recently signed a 
three-year writer's contract 
with Heartland Publishing in 
Nashville. 

Her honors include winning 
the top prize in the National 
Quartet Talent Search in 2001 
with an original song titled, "I 
Think It's Raining." 

She performed two selec¬ 
tions at the Gospel Prayer 
Breakfast, "Old Gospel 
Medley" and "I Still Believe." 

An ECCC graduate, Emmons 
holds bachelor and master's 
degrees in music from Missis¬ 
sippi College. 

She serves as keyboard 

Natalie Emmons 

instructor at ECCC and pro¬ 
vides accompaniment for the 
College's Concert Choir. 

She is married to Joey 
Emmons and has a daughter, 
Tallie Johnston. 

Emmons is the daughter 
of the Rev. Larry and Pequita 
Duncan of Lake. 

East Central Community 
College was also represented 
at the Governor's Inauguration 
by the Wall O' Sound March¬ 
ing Band, one of five commu¬ 
nity and junior college bands 
participating in the Inaugural 
Parade. Thomas W. Carson 
serves as director of bands. 
Jared Browniee is assistant 
director. 

How to Make That Special Love Last 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

With this being the February 
issue, I also thought I would 
help all the people out there 
who are still looking for that 
special someone or trying to 
figure out why it just didn't 
work. 

Either with fear, anticipa¬ 
tion, or despise its hard to 
ignore the fact that Valentine's 
Day is fast approaching. 

Wal-Mart had Valentine's 
isles set up two days after 
Christmas. For some reason, 
many believe that February 
14th is the "day" to show that 
special someone how much 
you care about them. Others 
just find it a holiday invented 
by card companies, chocolate 
makers, and florists. 

My question then 
becomes...why should a girl¬ 
friend have to wait until this 
particular holiday to receive 
flowers and chocolates? Guys, 
there is nothing wrong with 
sending your girl flowers any 
day of the week and any week 
of the year. 

Also, girls, we too often put 
so much pressure on our guys 
that we expect a bunch and are 
disappointed; so, if he comes 
up a little short, forgive and 
let him know that it's him you 
want, not a dozen roses...even 
if you did have your heart set 
on a romantic candlelit dinner 
for two. 

Aside from Valentine's Day, 
there are many other secrets 
to making a relationship last. 
Jealousy can create a better 
relationship for it shows that 
you care enough about the 
other person to not want him or 
her with someone else. How¬ 
ever, too much jealousy can 
tear down a good relationship. 

Being in a relationship 
means being able to admit 
that you are wrong and for¬ 
giving your mate when he or 
she admits when he or she is 
wrong. Also, being you is key. 
Be the person that your mate 
first met because it was that 
person that made your mate 
like you in the first place. 

Leave the past in the past. 
No one wants to hear about 
their mate's past failed relation¬ 
ships. So bring the lessons that 
you learned from those rela¬ 
tionships, but keep the relation¬ 
ships themselves out of your 
new union. 

Realizing that your man is 
not Superman and that your 
girl is not Wonder Woman; no 
one is perfect and that is what 
makes everyone so beauti¬ 
ful. Complimenting your mate 
holds a relationship together by 
grabbing the couple's attention 
as well as respect. 

Dating is essential. Whether 
the relationship is brand new 
or fifty years old, its important 
to keep the spark alive by going 
out instead of sitting on the 
couch each weekend. Also, 
controlling your anger will 

ECCC Centralettes 

Providing halftime entertainment during East Central Community College football and basketball 
games are the Centralettes, the dance line for the Wall O' Sound Marching Band. Members include 
(first row, from left) Jordan Taylor, Macon; Brittany Germany, Union; Marty Ann Bergin, Forest; Kelly 
Kight, Louisville; Courtney Elkins, Forest; and Latrice Waters, Louisville; (second row, from left) Regan 
Joyner, Philadelphia; Jessica Galloway, Union; Candi Vance, Decatur; Lac^y McMurry, Edinburg; 
Krystal Wolverton, Union; and Carman Ezell, Decatur; and (third row, from left) Becky Culpepper, 
Forest; Anna Johnson and Lana Adkins, both of Union; Nicole Dunavant, Decatur; Tiffany Thomas, 
Louisville; and Brooke Culpepper, Forest. Nichol Hillman serves as Centralette coordinator/choreog¬ 
rapher. 

ECCC Sophomore Class Favorites 

These students were recently selected sophomore class favorites at East Central Community Col¬ 
lege. Pictured are (seated, from left) Cortney Miller and Amber Eaves, both of Louisville; Brookes 
Mayes of Newton and Dru Anderson of Decatur; and (standing, from left) Trenton Cockrell of Louis¬ 
ville, McClain Mullins of Tupelo, Tyler McCool of Louisville and Austin McNair of Philadelphia. 

keep your relationship running 
a bit more smoothly. Blowing 
small things out of proportion 
will only increase the already 
high tempers involved in the 
argument. Don't make moun¬ 
tains out of molehills. 

Trust is vital. If your mate 
goes out somewhere with 
friends, do not hound them for 
details when they get home. 
Asking him or her where he or 
she was, who was there, and 
what he or she did will only 
push them away. Keep to ques¬ 
tions about how they enjoyed it 
or such...let them tell you the 
other details. 

Splitting the responsibil¬ 
ity will keep either partner 
from feeling used. One person 
should not to all the work. 
Sharing the responsibility such 
as you clean inside while your 
guy takes care of the yard will 
take a great amount of stress off 
the relationship. 

Don't be afraid to goof off. 
Being a kid not only improves 
your own happiness and endor- 
phins but also the happiness 
and endorphins of your rela¬ 
tionship. A stiff and prude per¬ 
sonality can spoil a relationship 
quickly. Not to mention, lighten 
up. Not every little detail that is 
out of place will end the world. 
Relax and let the little stuff go. 

Finally, and probably most 
importantly, find time for 
yourselves. Sure, spending 
all your time is magical and 
great. However, if you spend 
every waking moment with 

Selected Freshman Class Favorites 

These students were recently selected freshman class favorites at East Central Community Col¬ 
lege. Pictured are (seated, from left) Tiffany Thomas of Noxapater, Emily Thrash of Sebastopol and 
Calli Cumberland of Decatur; and (standing, from left) Kyle Killens of Decatur, Peter Peterson of 
Louisville and Austin Crouthers of Union. 

one another, chances are one 
of you will soon find yourself 
smothered by the other. If your 
boyfriend or husband loves to 
spend all day Sunday watch¬ 
ing football and you prefer to 
read, then let him watch his 
games while you go to another 
room and enjoy a good book. 
Time to yourself will keep petty 
arguments from occurring just 
because you or your mate feels 
trapped and suffocated. 

These suggestions may not 
work for everyone in every 
situation, but it's just a little bit 
of advice. Here's my last piece 
of advice for now: enjoy life 
and don't worry about pleasing 
everyone else. Always remem¬ 
ber that its better to have loved 
and lost than never to have 
loved at all because it's the 
way that a new love starts that 
should remembered, not the 
miserable ending. 

CHEATHAM  
of football operations at the 
University of Mississippi. 

The 30-year coaching vet¬ 
eran was an assistant to Coach 
Underwood during the 2001- 
03 campaigns. 

Cheatham is also a for¬ 
mer head football coach at 
Philadelphia High School and 
served as an assistant at Do- 
than (Ala.) and Neshoba Cen¬ 
tral high schools. His coaching 
experience also includes a 
stint as a graduate assistant at 
Clemson University. 

His six-year record as 
head coach is 46 wins and 20 
losses. 

A 1974 graduate of Ne¬ 
shoba Central High School, 
Cheatham attended ECCC from 
1974-76 and received a bache¬ 
lor's degree in health, physical 
education and recreation from 
Mississippi State University in 
1978. He earned a master's 
degree in secondary guidance 
and counseling from Clemson 
University in 1995. 

His wife, Brenda, is also 
employed at ECCC and serves 
as secretary to the vice presi¬ 
dent for student services. They 
have a daughter, Lindsey, an 
ECCC graduate who is a dental 
hygienist in Louisville. 

New Face on ECCC Cheerleading Squad 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

Kolby Sisson, a 2007 gradu¬ 
ate of Noxapater High School, 
was recently selected to the 
East Central Cheer Squad. 

While in high school, Sisson 
participated in many teams, 
such as football, baseball, track, 
State Champion power lifting, 
and basketball. He was also 
involved in many clubs, FFA, 
where he was vice president; 
FCA, where he was president; 
Beta; Tiger Stripes; FEA; Student 
Council; Teenage Republicans; 
and more. 

Sisson, a radiology major, 
chose East Central because of 
its friendly atmosphere and 
it's close to his home. After 
completing two years at EC, he 
plans to attend the University 
Medical Center to finish his 
radiology degree. 

At East Central, Kolby is very 
involved. He participates on 
the cheerleading squad; choir, 

where he sings tenor; BSU, 
where also participates in their 
drama team; Sigma Sigma Mu 
Tau; EC Environmental Club; 
and Warrior Corp. 

The class Sisson enjoys the 
most is his American history 
class. What's his favorite part of 
EC? His answer: involvement 
with the BSU because, "Part 
of what I'm supposed to do 
involves mission work." 

Sisson's favorite quote is 
"with great power comes great 
responsibility." While not at 
a practice, meeting, or class, 
Kolby can be found hunting. If 
he could meet anyone, Kolby 
says he wants to meet Chuck 
Norris, a childhood hero. 

Another of his heroes 
includes his dad who shows 
him the way he handle the situ¬ 
ation no matter the situation. 
Kolby Sisson's philosophy of life 
is "you're never going to know 
any better than what you're 
doing until you quit doing what 
you're doing." 

ECCC Donates to Walnut Grove Facility 

East Central Community College faculty secretary Kathy 
Sanders (right) of Lake is shown presenting donations to Walnut 
Grove Youth Correctional Facility Chaplain Justin Chaney. The 
gifts, which Sanders collected from various college employees, 
students organizations and local churches, will be handed out 
to inmates at the facility during the Christmas holidays. Sanders 
said, "I celebrate Christmas each year, but this year I learned the 
true meaning of Christmas by giving to others. I thank the staff 
and students who made donations, as well as New Bethel Baptist 
Church of Forest and Good Hope Baptist Church of Hickory for 
their contributions." 
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Rigdon Takes Reigns 

as Tom Tom Editor 

As the new editor to 
theTom-Tom, I would 
like to take this opportu¬ 
nity to introduce myself 
to the readers as well 
as define my plans to 
improve The Tom-Tom. 

I graduated from 
Union High School in 
2007. I am the only 
child of Paul and Debbie 
Rigdon. In high school 
I participated in the Beta Club, tennis team, 
annual staff, drama club, mock trial team, and 
science club. 

My life at East Central is no different. At EC 
I am a member of the tennis team, EC Players, 
Warrior Corps, annual staff, EC Business Club, 
and of course, the newspaper staff. 

I am in the process of obtaining my busi¬ 
ness degree. After East Central I plan to attend 
Mississippi State University then own my own 
business. During the summers I can be found 
keeping the water safe at Geyser Falls Water 
Theme Park in Choctaw. 

I have many hopes for The Tom-Tom. I want 
to maintain the standards that Andy set. I also 
hope to create my own legacy. I would like to 
see a more student involved and student ori¬ 
entated newspaper. I also noticed that many 
students had never even seen a Tom-Tom. I want 
to put a newspaper in the hand of every stu¬ 
dent. Keeping with old traditions and with new 
improvements, I hope everyone will find some¬ 
thing enjoyable to read. 

Homecoming 2008 

Set Sept. 27 at EC 

All former concert choir members, tennis 
players and members of the 1998 state cham¬ 
pion Diamond Warrior baseball team are among 
groups being honored during homecoming 
activities scheduled Saturday, Sept. 27 on the 
Decatur campus, announced Stacey Holling- 
sworth, executive director for foundation and 
alumni relations, whose office is responsible for 
planning the annual event. 

Also being recognized are members of all 
classes ending in "8" and members of the 1957, 
1958 and 1959 classes who hold reunion activi¬ 
ties each year. 

Special recognition will also be made of 
alumna of the year and alumnus of the year 
award recipients and those selected to the Col¬ 
lege's athletic hall of fame. Nominations for each 
honor will be received through July 1, 2008. 

For more information contact Stacey Hol- 
lingsworth, Phone 601 -635-2111 or call toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext. 327. The email address is 
sholling@eccc.edu. 

Services Held for 

Mark McEachern 

Funeral services for 
Mark Gibson McEachern, 
23, were held Friday, Feb¬ 
ruary 29, in the chapel of 
Wright & Ferguson Funeral 
Home in Ridgeland with 
burial following in Park¬ 
way Memorial Cemetery. 

He died February 26 
on the East Central Com¬ 
munity College campus 
from a self-inflicted gun 
shot wound. 

McEachern attended Madison Central High 
School and was a 2002 graduate of The Educa¬ 
tion Center. He also attended Hinds Community 
College and Mississippi State University. He was 
enrolled in the cosmetology program at East 
Central Community College at the time of his 
death. 

Survivors include his father Raymond Gibson 
McEachern of Ridgeland, his mother Carolyn 
Poole Ellis and stepfather Wilson N. Ellis of 
Ridgeland, sister Amy McEachern and brother 
Wyatt McEacher, both of Ridgeland, and Jill 
McEachern and John McEachern, both of Tampa, 
FL; paternal grandmother Josephine McEachern 
of Ridgeland, and many aunts and uncles. 

He was preceded in death by his paternal 
grandfather, Dr. Charles M. McEachern, Sr., and 
maternal grandparents John R. Poole and Geral- 
dine Ware Poole. 

Spring Semester Exams 

May 5-8, 2008 

McEachern 
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ECCC Lady Warriors-Region 23 Champs! 

East Central Community College's Lady Warriors celebrate winning the Region 23 Championship 
following their 67-62 victory over Holmes Community College March 6 at Mississippi College's A. E. 
Wood Coliseum in Clinton. With the win, the ECCC women improved to 22-6 under third-year head 
coach Bill Smith and advanced to the 2008 NJCAA Division I Women's Basketball Championship 
held March 18-22 in Salina, Kansas. East Central posted wins over Southwest (81-72) and Itawamba 
(75-59) prior to defeating the Lady Bulldogs for the region title. See related articles on page 3. 

Graduation 

May 9, 2008 

Secure at East Central? 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

In light of the 
recent school 
shooting at 

  North Illinois 
University, I 

was inspired to discuss gun control. Since the 
Valentine's Day shooting, many theories have 
been discussed. 

Parents want tougher gun control. Students 
feel they should be allowed to carry a gun onto 
campuses. Others think schools, including col¬ 
leges, should have more security measures. Then, 
some say we should all pay closer attention to 
people. 

How often do we walk by people and cannot 
even tell what color shirt they were wearing? 
While the color the person is wearing will not 
warn us of much usually, a minor detail is usually 
the key to detecting a probable problem. 

For example, the NIU shooter was an honor 
student; but six months before the shooting, he 
began covering his arms in tattoos that depicted 
destructive images. Also, he sent his girlfriend a 
box of ammunition for Valentine's Day. Actions 
not usually associated with a balanced mind. 

But the major question remains: how can we 
prevent another school or workplace shooting 
from occurring. Let's examine the first theory: 
people should be allowed to carry guns onto 
school campuses and work places. Self defense 
sounds like a great option, but does anyone else 
see the potential problem? Allowing everyone to 
carry a gun will only create more shooters and 
victims. 

Then there is the second theory: tougher gun 
control. People will always find a way to obtain 
a gun. If they plan to shoot up a school, stealing 
a gun will not even affect them. The only thing 
tougher gun control will accomplish is making 
the hunters and other people who want to own 
guns for recreation angry. 

The third theory is perfect—in a Utopia world. 
More strict security measures would do the trick; 
however, having a security guard stationed at 
every door is not only costly but implausible. 
Let's look at East Central. Newton Hall has five 
entry doors plus the backstage door from Huff 
Auditorium. Having a security guard at each 
entrance will easily turn the school into a prison. 

The final theory seems to be the most efficient, 
but has faults as well. By teachers and students 
paying more attention to each other, potential 
threats could be handled before things turn dan¬ 
gerous. Being a student or teacher takes time but 
if we take a few seconds each day to notice the 
world around us, then perhaps we can prevent 
the horrors seen at NIU and Virginia Tech all the 
way to Columbine from occurring at our schools. 

Which ever theory of prevention you believe 
will work best is your opinion. However, some 
action must be taken. If not, we will only see 
more devastation in a few months. The world is 
not getting any better, the only thing we can hope 
for is that we will be better prepared to face it. 

We recently saw just how little prepared EC 
is for a major attack. The situation had already 
occurred by the time classrooms were even 
alerted. Then, many classrooms were not even 
capable of locking which forced those students 
into another classroom, leaving more students 
susceptible to a possible threat. 

Has anyone noticed the lack of security 
guards? Barber Hall has had an absence of guards 
for a few weeks now and during the threat, 
Barber Hall remained without such. I cannot 
speak for other resident halls. 

In addition, despite the control of the situ¬ 
ation, classes were continued that day. Out of 
respect for the friends and family of the young 
man, classes should have been cancelled for at 
least the day. Any death on a campus should not 
be taken lightly nor be ignored once the situa¬ 
tion is under control. 

The recent suicide on East Central campus 
has done a great deal towards security measures 
taken by the school. We now see where faults 
lay in the security of students as well as faculty 
and staff. Everyone should see the main point in 
this tragedy. A young man took his life and no 
one saw the signs to stop him. 

Perhaps in the shadow of this disaster school 
officials can find a better way to protect students 
and staff. Last year, security was supposedly 
tightened after a kidnapping which was foiled by 
the victim. This year, a suicide could have been 
much, much worse. How much danger has to 
pollute our school before real security measures 
are taken? 

Obviously, ID cards are not preventing any¬ 
thing, unless they are suddenly bulletproof. A stu¬ 
dent can cause harm just as much as an outsider. 
Security guards are not present at many areas 
and are not fully involved with their jobs when 
they are. In addition, the student handbook does 
not spell out anything about guns. While weekly 
inspections are to take place in dormitories, 
supervisors cannot inspect every inch of a dorm 
room. 

From high school shootings only a few years 
ago to college campus shootings only a mere 
weeks ago, one must ask what has happened to 
the current generation of young adults that so 
many of them find shooting their friends, class¬ 
mates, and themselves an attractive idea. Over 
eleven thousand college students commit suicide 
each year; some take other victims with them. 

Devastated, some of which are recent and 
others are not, college campuses include: Uni¬ 
versity of Texas in August 1966, California State 
University in July 1976, University of Iowa in 
November 1991, San Diego State in August 1996, 
Appalachian School of Law in January 2002, 
University of Arizona in October 2002, Virginia 
Tech in April 2007, and North Illinois University 
in February 2008. One must ask how many have 
to die before schools are fully prepared to take 
down a threat before it reaches innocent lives? 

March 2008 

Annual ECCC Expo 

Scheduled April 3 

Information on various careers and educa¬ 
tional opportunities will be available Thursday, 
April 3 when East Central Community College 
holds its seventh annual Business, Education and 
Healthcare Expo on the Decatur campus. 

The public is also invited to attend the free 
event, scheduled from 9 to 11:30 a.m. in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building. 

Approximately 50 vendors have committed 
to participating in this year's Expo, according to 
event coordinator Chris Harris, who serves as the 
College's work-based learning coordinator. 

"We are again very pleased with the response 
we have received from the various vendors and 
are looking forward to another successful Expo," 
Harris said. 

Harris noted that 65 exhibitors participated in 
the 2007 event, which attracted approximately 
500 students and numerous off-campus visitors. 

"Our students have expressed how much they 
enjoyed meeting the various vendors and learn¬ 
ing more about the employment, educational 
and military opportunities available in Missis¬ 
sippi," Harris stated. "In addition, the vendors 
have expressed to us how much they have been 
pleased with our students. So this event is obvi¬ 
ously a win-win situation for all concerned." 

Harris also noted that for the first time 
each vendor will be charged a $10 fee, which 
includes lunch. One lucky.vendor will also have 
an opportunity to win a La-Z-Boy recliner. 

Vendors as of March 4 include the following: 
Avon, Baptist Health Systems, Bedford Care 

Center, Care Center of Louisville, Community 
Bank of Mississippi, Delta State University, 
Eaton Aerospace, ESCO Corporation, Friends of 
Children of MS, Inc., Golden Living Center of 
Carthage, Greater Meridian Health Clinic, Inc., 
Hoi-Mac Corp., Homecare Hospice, Inc., Hos¬ 
pice in His Hands, Jackson State University, Laird 
Hospital, Mississippi College, Mississippi State 
University, Mississippi University for Women, 
Neshoba County General Hospital and Nursing 
Home, Primerica Financial Services, Reman, 
Inc., Riley Memorial Hospital, Rush Health 
Systems, Scott Regional hiospital, St. Dominic 
Hospital, United States Army, University Hos¬ 
pitals and Clinics, University of West Alabama, 
University of Southern Mississippi, Weems Com¬ 
munity Mental Health Center, Wesley College 
and Working Solutions. 

For more information contact Chris Harris, 
Phone 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462- 
3222, ext. 305. The email address is charris® 
eccc.edu. 

Nash, Boyd Represent 

EC At Natchez Festival 

Leslie Nash (left) and Debbie Boyd 

East Central Community College English 
instructor Debbie Boyd and sophomore Leslie 
Nash of Philadelphia represented the College at 
the annual Natchez Literary and Cinema Cel¬ 
ebration held in February. 

The five-day literary and cultural event 
included numerous lectures by nationally known 
scholars and writers with emphasis on literature, 
history and the arts. 

The theme of this year's conference was 
"Readin', Ritin' and Rejoicin'!" 

Boyd joined the ECCC faculty in August 2003 
after serving 22 years as an English instructor for 
the Meridian Public School System. She is also 
a former adjunct instructor for Meridian Com¬ 
munity College and Mississippi State University 
in Meridian. 

In addition to her teaching duties at ECCC, 
Boyd served as an adviser for Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, from 2003-05. 

She is a member of Mississippi Professional 
Educators, Two-Year College Association for Eng¬ 
lish Teachers, and Mississippi Faculty Association 
of Community and Junior Colleges. 

Boyd and her husband Dock reside in Merid¬ 
ian. 

Nash, a secondary education major, serves as 
president of Phi Beta Lambda and is a member of 
the Collegians, Wall O' Sound Marching Band, 
Jazz Band, Phi Theta Kappa, President's Council 
and Warrior Corps. 

She plans to pursue a degree in English. 
Nash, a 2006 honor graduate of Union High 

School, is the daughter of Mary and Ex Earl Nash 
of Philadelphia. 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL 

Raying the Rising Cost of College 

By SHAUN COOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

As the school year nears to a 
close, many students are begin¬ 
ning to prepare for an educa¬ 
tional career outside of East 
Central. However, one look at 
the tuition costs for many four- 
year universities and one may 
be surprised to see how much 
the price of tuition has risen 
over the past few years. 

Despite the initial shock 
over tuition costs, a student 
must keep in mind that even 
though college is more expen¬ 
sive to attend, there are bil¬ 
lions of dollars in scholarships, 
grants, and loans available to 
those in need of help. 

Rising tuition costs is a 
common problem that many 
students are facing on the 
national level, as well as on the 
international level. Students 
within the United States are not 
the only ones to feel the effects 
of a rising cost of an education. 

For example, many uni¬ 

versities in Great Britain are 
expecting tuition costs to rise to 
$11,687 over the coming years. 
Factors such as decreased 
government aid and rising costs 
to teach students have been 
held responsible for the rise in 
tuition costs. 

Students in the United States 
should not instantly panic over 
the higher costs because of the 
billions of dollars available in 
financial aid. Federal grants, 
scholarships, state grants, and 
loans all help students defer 
the cost of acquiring a college 
education. However, there are 
some simple steps that each 
student should take in order to 
take advantage of the. options 
available. 

First, students need to fill out 
the FASFA (Federal Application 
for Federal Student Aid). 

The FASFA can be filled out 
at www.fasfa.gov and applies 
the student for a Pell Grant that 
can now be up to $4,600 per 
semester. Next, Mississippi stu¬ 
dents should apply for MTAG 
(Mississippi Resident Tuition 

Assistance Grant) that can be 
up to $250 per semester in 
aid. Each student should also 
contact the college of his/her 
choice see what scholarship 
opportunities the college offers, 
as well as financial aid and 
student work programs. 

If for any reason a student is 
not eligible for any aid there are 
always low interest loans avail¬ 
able for parents and students. 
To get more information on stu¬ 
dent loans, go to www.esfweb. 
com to learn more about loan 
options offered. Payments for 
loans can typically be deferred 
until graduation and some 
loans offer lower interest rates 
to students whose parents 
cosign for the loan. No matter 
how high tuition costs may rise, 
there will always be scholar¬ 
ship opportunities and other 
forms of financial aid available 
to deter the cost of a college 
education. 

With scholarship trends and 
increases in financial aid, a col¬ 
lege education will always be 
within reach for many students. 

The Meaning of Friendship 

By LAURYN LOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

My best friend died. No 
one else listened more to my 
high school woes and college 
worries. Her advice was always 
exactly what I needed. She 
was never afraid to say what 
she wanted to say because she 
knew that life is short. 

Ninety-three still seems too 
young to die. Sometimes you 
will find the best friendship in 
the place you least expect it. 

Friendship was the last thing 
on my mind when I went to 
cheer up my piano teacher's 
elderly mother. Soon I was the 
one going to her to be cheered 
up. 

There are people everywhere 
that would provide good and 
lasting friendships if we would 
only reach out to them. If we 
would only realize that now 
that we are adults, it is okay to 
talk to strangers. Evaluate each 
person you meet, determine if 

they have qualities you would 
like reflected in your own life 
and begin a friendship. 

For those who are intimi¬ 
dated by or unsure of how to 
make friends outside of their 
peer group or social circle, the 
formula is easy. Wherever you 
go, whomever you come in 
contact with (except in shady 
alley ways at night) smile and 
be open to conversation. 

Above all, listen to whatever 
the other person says and try to 
learn something from it, even if 
you have nothing in common. 
Pay attention to new perspec¬ 
tives and ideas and you might 
be surprised. 

When you make-new 
i friends your ho^tye?,,.thoughts, 
and sometimes entire perspec¬ 
tive about life can change. If 
you're always ready to make a 
new friend, loneliness disap¬ 
pears. 

When you learn to think 
about other's problems, sud¬ 
denly your own don't seem 

quite so insurmountable. When 
you truly listen, you can learn 
how to not just be a friend, but 
the best of friends. 

As we all know, friendship 
is priceless and everyone thinks 
that a good friend is forever. 
That can be true, but the mean¬ 
ing of a good friend is not 
always what most people think 
it is. 

Some say a good friend is 
the person who knows all of 
your deepest, darkest secrets or 
someone you've known most 
of your life. However, good 
friends are those who care 
enough to tell you the truth 
even when it hurts, who really 
pray for yourand dot net just say i 
that they wij^ apjJ wjipm you , 
can count on when you need 
them. 

Instead of taking the pre¬ 
ceding sentence and deciding 
which of your friends are actu¬ 
ally good, turn it around and 
ask yourself if you are a good 
friend. 

Newton Rotary Presents Check for ECCC Scholarship 

Newton Rotary Club 
president Glenn Johnson 
(right) is shown present¬ 
ing a check to Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, president of East 
Central Community Col¬ 
lege in Decatur, to fund the 
club's $1000 scholarship for 
the 2008-09 college term. 
Newton Rotary provides a 
$500 scholarship each year 
to a qualified female and 
male student from Newton 
County. Also pictured is 
Stacey Hollingsworth, exec¬ 
utive director for foundation 
and alumni relations. 
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Words of 

Wisdom 

By KRISTIE ROBINSON 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

"Unless you try to do 
something beyond what you 
have already mastered, you 
will never grow." -Ronald E. 
Osborn 

"Even the worst hair cut 
eventually grows out." -Lisa 
Kogan 

"We can complain because 
rose bushes have thorns, or 
rejoice because thorn bushes 
have roses." -Abraham Lincoln 

"Never go out to meet trou¬ 
ble. If you will just sit still, nine 
cases out of ten, someone will 
intercept it before it reaches 
you." -Calvin Coolidge 

"Life is like a novel with the 
end ripped out." -Rascal Flatts 
(in "Stand") 

Q 
Oxl 

od 

Welfare: A Twisted System? 

By SHAUN COOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

* All names have been changed 
to protect the identities of the 
individuals mentioned.* 

I can distinctly remember an 
instance when I had just gotten 
off of a long shift at work and 
was extremely hungry because 
I had not had anything to eat 
the entire day. I had only $10 
to my name and I needed to get 
something to eat at a reason¬ 
able price, so I headed to Wal- 
Mart. 

As I searched the isles for 
something decent to eat, that I 
could afford, I remembered that 
I also needed to get some items 
for my home. After deliberating 
on whether to get these items 
or not, I ultimately made the 
decision that food was the more 
important issue on my hands. 

I got in the checkout line 
right behind this female who 
looked as if she was in her 
twenties, was wearing a new 
Baby Phat outfit, and had a 
cart that was overflowing with 
groceries. 

When thetime-eame for the 
w§®wM:a-pay for her items, . 
I was shocked to see that she 
paid for all of her items using 
an EBT card. It was at this 
moment that I realized that 
something was terribly wrong 
with our nation's welfare 
system. It was at this moment 
that I began to explore the 
question, "What is wrong with 
our system today?" 

In my search for material 
to compose this article, I came 
across two individuals on 
complete opposite sides of the 
welfare spectrum. 

On one side, there is Sarah. 
Sarah is a nineteen-year-old 
Caucasian female with no kids 
and works a full time and part 
time job to support herself and 
her sick grandfather. Despite 
her desires to obtain a college 
degree, her working schedule 
makes it virtually impossible for 
her to enroll in college classes. 

These sorts of predica¬ 
ments are not unusual to Sarah 
because she has had a troubled 
life that includes being taken 
away from her biological par¬ 
ents, being forced out of several 
homes during high school, and 
finally moving out on her own 
during her senior year. 

A couple of months ago, 
Sarah learned that she was 
infected with cancerous cells 
around her uterus and under¬ 
went a painful procedure to 
remove the troublesome cells. 

When she went to hand 
over her Medicaid card, she 
was informed that she was 
no longer covered because 
she is now 19, works, and 
not enrolled in college. The 
news came as a shock to her 
because, up to that point, she 
had always been covered under 
Medicaid. In all, Sarah was left 
with just under $2,000 in medi¬ 
cal bills. 

Recently, Sarah found out 
some more disturbing news. 
She has now been informed 
that the first procedure did not 
work as hoped and that the 
cancerous cells have returned 
and, in fact, has since doubled 
in number. Sarah must undergo 
another procedure that will 
cost about the same as the first 
with no insurance because the 
government will not approve 
her for Medicaid coverage. 

On the other hand, there is 

Naiomi. Naiomi is 26-year-old 
African American female, has 5 
kids that range from 2 months 
to 9 years in age, does not work 
or currently attend college, and 
lives with the working father of 
two of her kids. 

Naiomi's life has also been 
wracked with troubles that 
include the untimely passing of 
her mother several years ago, 
the near loss of her brother, 
struggles with substance abuse, 
and various intrapersonal 
demons to face daily. 

Unlike Sarah, Naiomi has 
finished a year of college, but 
has not returned yet due to the 
birth of her last child. Naiomi 
has no serious medical condi¬ 
tions and neither do any of her 
children; however, Naiomi is 
a Medicaid recipient, receives 
food stamps, and secures a 
child support payment monthly. 
In Naiomi's case, the govern¬ 
ment has always been there to 
support her. 

I recently sat down with 
Naiomi and explained to her 
the situation with Sarah in 
hopes that 1 could figure out 
why some people are able to 
"receiveigovtentoenfriassistance 
and not others who may need it 
just as desperately. 

I was astonished to learn 
that many recipients actually 
cheat and lie to get govern¬ 
ment assistance. For example, 
Naiomi explained, "valuable 
items are often placed in the 
names of the children to avoid 
the welfare system finding out, 
thus eliminating aid." 

Not only that, but many 
are "selling food stamps for 
cash" and "using other people's 
Medicaid cards for the pur¬ 
pose of medical attention." In 
addition to that individuals are 
often acquiring jobs "that are 
not taxed by the federal govern¬ 
ment" and lying "about bills, 
monthly income, and expendi¬ 
tures." 

In essence, these individuals 
would not normally be able to 
receive government assistance 
were it not for their scams and 
subsequent abuse of the system. 

When asked to comment 
on the abuse of the welfare 
system this is what Naiomi had 
to say: "I think that the welfare 
system should be for all people, 
not just people like me. The 
wealthy and the poor people 
hold the power, but the middle- 
class individuals are between 
a rock and a hard place. I am 
not in the position to make the 
government do anything. If I 
had to lie to get government 
assistance, then I would." 

Naiomi's comments have a 
ring of truth to them because 
the welfare system should, 
indeed, be available for all indi¬ 
viduals and the middle-class is 
often found in a compromis¬ 
ing position when looking for 
financial help. However, does 
someone in Naiomi's situation 
rightfully deserve assistance 
over someone in Sarah's? 
According to the ruling laws, 
she does. 

When I asked Sarah to com¬ 
ment on the same issue, this 
is what she had to say: "I just 
don't see how our government 
has gotten so out of line and 
they don't see what's actually 
going on. I wonder what is dif¬ 
ferent about them [individuals 
who abuse the system] where 
they can get it, but I cannot. 
What is it about me and my 
paperwork that wouldn't be 
eligible for aid? I am not asking 

for a handout, I am just asking 
for help. Our government is 
giving handouts to many, and 
not helping." 

Sarah's comments also have 
a ring of truth to them because 
our government has gotten out 
of line in regards to the welfare 
system. The "handout" that 
many individuals unrightfully 
receive and waste has made 
them dependent on the system, 
so that individuals who truly do 
need assistance cannot get it. 

Not just that, but individu¬ 
als like Sarah who are paying 
their taxes are actually funding 
the welfare system that they, in 
turn, cannot enjoy the benefits 
of. When reminded of this 
Sarah commented that, "it's dis¬ 
turbing that my tax money goes 
to fund the same individual that 
is abusing the system." 

So, here is the overall sce¬ 
nario. On one hand, there is 
19 year-old Sarah, who will be 
forced to pay for her very nec¬ 
essary (and possibly life saving) 
medical procedures because 
she is not eligible for govern¬ 
ment aid since she does work 
and is not able to attend college 
afMS'tllm ' ^"o 'vi.n 

other hand, there is 
26 year-old Naiomi, who does 
not work or currently attend 
college, lives with a work¬ 
ing man, has 5 children, and 
receives government benefits. 
Does this picture seem right? Is 
this what our government lead¬ 
ers expected to happen when 
the welfare system was first 
established? I think not. 

The welfare system was 
established to help individuals 
who were having tough times 
get back on their feet and, 
once again, become function¬ 
ing members of society. Since 
those first days, the system has 
strayed from its original pur¬ 
pose. 

Now, the government is 
taking care of thousands of 
individuals who are able to 
work (but don't), have alternate 
means of income (but do not 
report them), and individu¬ 
als who have children that the 
government ends up taking care 
of. Now, just because a person 
does work and is not in extreme 
poverty, they cannot receive aid 
because they make too much 
by government standards. 

The system is twisted and 
something needs to be done 
about it. Lawmakers need to 
pump more money into raising 
salaries of caseworkers so that 
they will be more equipped to 
investigate and track down false 
claims, thus allowing indi¬ 
viduals who truly need aid have 
access to it. 

In the words of Ronald 
Reagan, "welfare's purpose 
should be to eliminate, as far as 
possible, the need for its own 
existence." With the current 
trend, though, that goal will 
never be reached. 

Ac'cents 

Auditions 

April 29 

Vickers Fine Arts 
Center 

For more information 
contact Vicki Blaylock 

at 601-635-2225 
oremail 

vblaylock@eccc.edu 
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SPORTS 

Free Throws 

Lift EC Past 

Holmes for 

Region Title 

Tawayatha Evans made four 
of five free throws in the game's 
final 30 seconds to lift the East 
Central Community College 
Lady Warriors to a 67-62 win 
over Holmes Community Col¬ 
lege March 6 for the Region 23 
Championship at Mississippi 
College's A. E. Wood Coliseum 
in Clinton. 

East Central, who improved 
to 22-6 under third-year head 
coach Bill Smith, advanced 
to the 2008 NJCAA Division I 
Basketball Championship held 
March 18-22 in Salina, Kansas. 

Evans, a Newton High 
School product and Mystee 
Dale, a former standout at 
Choctaw Central, were named 
to the All-Region 23 Tourna¬ 
ment Team. Dale finished with 
night with 18 points and nine 
rebounds. Evans had six points 
and five rebounds. 

Rashima Jenkins, who hails 
from Airline High School in 
Bossier City, La., led all scorers 
with 20 points. Other EC point 
makers were Allison Phillips 
of Leake Academy, six; Jordan 
Patterson of Oak Hill Academy 
and Chotsani Henderson of 
Newton, two each; and Alisha 
McAfee of Northwest Rankin, 
one. 

Dominique Harris pumped 
in 19 points to lead the Lady 
Bulldogs, whose season ends at 
14-14. 

EC held a 35-27 advantage 
at halftime. 
fCCC 75, ITAWAMBA 59 

The Lady Warriors cruised to 
a 75-59 victory over the state 
champion Itawamba Commu¬ 
nity College Lady Indians in 
semi-final action on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Dale was the leading scorer 
for EC with 24 points. Other 

EC Lady Warriors Eliminated by 

Shelton State in NJCAA Tourney 

Dale, Evans Make All-Tourney Team 

Lady Warriors Mystee Dale (left) and Tawayatha Evans were 
named to the All-Region 23 Tournament Team after helping lead 
East Central Community College to a 67-62 win over the Holmes 
Community College Lady Bulldogs for the region champion¬ 
ship March 6 at Mississippi College. Dale, a product of Choctaw 
Central High School, was among EC's top scorers with 18 points 
and Evans, of Newton, made four clutch free throws in the game's 
final seconds to clinch the victory. 

scorers were Evans and Jenkins, 
13 each; Tanesha Brown of 
Jackson Provine, eight; Hen¬ 
derson, seven; Phillips, four; 
and Sha Coleman of Newton 
County, Jalessa Sanders of 
South Leake and McAfee, two 
each 

Courtney Coleman had 20 
points to lead the Lady Indians, 
who finished the season with a 
21-9 mark. 

EC led 24-21 at the break. 
FCCC 81, SOUTHWEST 72 

The Lady Warriors began 
tournament competition by 
posting an 81-72 decision over 
Southwest Mississippi Commu¬ 
nity College on Monday, March 
3. 

Brown was EC's top scorer 
with 18 points. Also scoring 
were Evans, 17; Jenkins, 14; 
Dale, 13; Phillips, nine; Hen¬ 
derson, six; and McAfee and 
Patterson, two each. 

Kimberly Griffin poured 
in 24 points to lead the Lady 
Bears, who ended season action 
at 18-8. " writ!. 

The Lady Warriors were up 
36-27 at the break. 

2008-09 EC 

Cheerleaders 

Announced 

Tryouts for the 2008-2009 
cheerleading squad at East 
Central Community College 
were held Saturday, March 22. 
Those selectedand their respec 
tive high schools include: 

Dakota Anthony, Neshoba 
Central; Anna Munn, Kacy 
Covert, Erin Huffman and Matt 
Naylor, all of West Lauderdale; 
Abby McMillan, Anna Wil¬ 
liams and Daniel Steverson, all 
of Newton County Academy; 
Emily Thrash, Sebastopol; 
Kayla Adcock, Winston Acad¬ 
emy; Juley Taylor, East Rankin 
Academy; Adrienne McDill 
and Jonathan Federick, both of 
Newton County; Will Emmons, 
Lake; and Kolby Sisson, Noxa- 
pater. 

Serving as mascot will'be 
Austin L Crouther of Newton 
County High School. 

Huellen Watson serves as 
ECCC cheerleader sponsor. 

A championship season 
has come to an end for the 
East Central Community Col¬ 
lege Lady Warriors who were 
outscored 89-75 by Shelton 
State Community College in 
an elimination game Thurs¬ 
day afternoon in the NJCAA 
Division I Women's Basketball 
National Championship held 
at the Bicentennial Center in 
Salina, Kansas. 

No. 13 seed East Central, 
which advanced to the national 
competition as the Region 
23 champion, fell victim to a 
barrage of three-pointers by 
the twelfth-seeded Lady Buc¬ 
caneers, who made 13 of 26 
shots from beyond the arc. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
finished 22-8 under third-year 
head coach Bill Smith, were 
led by Rashima Jenkins who 
pumped in 21 points. Jenkins 
is a product of Airline High 
School in Bossier City, La. 

Also scoring for EC were 
Mystee Dale of Choctaw 

Central, 19; Tawayatha Evans of 
Newton, 15; Tanesha Brown of 
Jackson Provine, 14; and Alli¬ 
son Phillips of Leake Academy, 
six. 

EC was five of nine (55.6 
percent) from three-point 
range. Brown made four of 
eight attempts and Dale was 
successful on her only attempt. 

Lauren Tucker had 18 points 
to lead Shelton State, ofTus- 
caloosa, Ala., which improved 
to 29-5. The Lady Buccaneers 
advance to semi-final action 
of the Consolation Bracket on 
Friday. 

The Lady Warriors trailed 
42-36 at the break. 

East Central began competi¬ 
tion in the double-elimination 
tournament by falling 74-48 
Wednesday to No. 4 seed 
Southeastern Illinois Com¬ 
munity College, located in 
Harrisburg. 

ECCC Lady Warriors Fall In 
First-Round Action 

East Central Community 
College raced out to a early 
17-point lead but the Lady 
Warriors were simply no match 
for fourth-seeded Southeastern 
Illinois Community College 
which rallied in a big way for a 
74-48 blowout Wednesday in 
first-round action of the 2008 
NJCAA Division I Women's 
Basketball Championship. 

Tanesha Brown of Jackson 
Provine had 19 points - includ¬ 
ing five three-pointers - to lead 
ECCC scorers against South¬ 
eastern. 

Also scoring were Rashina 
Jenkins, a product of Bossier 
City, La., 14; Mystee Dale 
of Choctaw Central, 12; and 
Tawayatha Evans of Newton, 
three. 

Christina Rozier had 14 
points to lead the Lady Falcons, 
who improved to 32-2. 

EC held a 36-33 advantage 
at halftime. 

ECCC Warrior Golf Classic Set 

June 19 at Dancing Rabbit Club 

Scholarships will again be 
the top prize when East Central 
Community College holds its 
seventh annual Warrior Golf 
Classic on Thursday, June 19 at 
the Dancing Rabbit Golf Club 
in Choctaw. 

This year's four-person 
scramble is scheduled on the 
award-winning Oaks Course. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
followed by a shotgun start at 
10 a.m. 

Entry fee is $125 per ' 
person, which includes green 
fee, cart, box lunch and a 
chance to win various prizes. 

Corporate sponsorships are 

also available on the various 
levels: Gold- $650 (includes 
a four-person team and hole 
sponsorship); Silver - $400 
(includes fees for two players 
and hole sponsorship); and 
Bronze - $200 (includes a hole 
sponsorship). 

Awards will be presented to 
the corporate division winner 
and the top three finishers of 
each flight. 

Sponsorsed by the ECCC 
Alumni Association, the 
fundraising event has provided 
more than $21,000 in scholar¬ 
ship monies since its begin¬ 
ning in 2002, according to 

tournament coordinator Stacey 
Hollingsworth, executive direc¬ 
tor for foundation and alumni 
relations at ECCC. 

"This year we are again 
anticipating a great response 
for our annual fundraising 
event," Hollingsworth said. 
"We certainly appreciate every¬ 
one's support in the past and 
look forward to an even better 
Warrior Golf Classic in 2008." 

For more information 
contact Stacey Hollingsworth, 
Phone 601-635-2111 or callu 
toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
327. The email address is shol- 
ling@eccc.edu. 

Diamond Warriors Move Atop South Division 

After Sweeping Jones County, MCC Squads 

East Central Commu¬ 
nity College's baseball team 
improved to 18-11 following 
sweeps of Jones County Junior 
College and Meridian Commu¬ 
nity College squads last week. 

The Diamond Warriors 
posted 10-7 and 6-5 decisions 
over Jones on Frida, March 21 
after taking a pair of contests 
(10-9, 2-0) from division rival 
Meridian on Tuesday, March 
18. East Central moved atop the 
MACJC Central Division follow¬ 
ing the wins over MCC. 

In the first game with the 
Bobcats, Clint Coleman of Lou¬ 
isville led the EC offense with 
three singles. Kylie Ming, also 
of Louisville, had two singles 
and collected two RBIs. ZeEr- 
icka Hall of Carthage belted a 
triple, and singles each were 
recorded by Brandon Williams 
of Newton County, Brian Jones, 
a product of Allen County High 
School in Adolphus, Ky.; Chris 
Parkman of Raleigh, Deon 

Williams ofTuscaloosa 
County, Josh Lafferty of Quit- 
man and Jacob Casey of Union. 
Jones and Parkman were also 
credited with two RBIs each. 
Deon Williams and Casey 
knocked in a run a piece. 

Southpaw Timothy Maloney 
of Northeast Lauderdale got 
the win for EC, allowing one 
earned run on four hits through 
three and one-third innings. 
He fanned two batters. Starter 
Robert Westbrook, a right¬ 
hander from Newton County 
High School, pitched five and 
two-thirds innings, allowing 
two earned runs on five hits. 
He fanned six batters and 
walked three. 

EC led 4-1 after three 
innings and but trailed 5-4 
going into the fifth. The Dia¬ 
mond Warriors tied the contest 
at 5-5 in their frame of the 
inning only to have Jones take 
a 6-5 advantage in the sixth. EC 
would take the lead for good 
in the bottom of the sixth at 

7-6, and added two runs in the 
seventh and one in the eight to 
preserve the win. 

In the second contest. Park- 
man singled in Hall for the 
winning run to complete the 
sweep. 

Coleman homered and 
Jones had three singles to lead 
the offense. Parkman and Jack 
Edmondson of Nanih Waiya 
had two singles each and Deon 
Williams belted a triple. Singles 
each were also recorded by 
Hall and Brandon Williams. 

Jones was credited with the 
win for EC on the mound. The 
right-hander allowed two hits 
and no runs through one and 
two-thirds innings. He fanned 
one batter and walked one. 
Right-hander Carey Miller of 
Louisville hurled one inning, 
allowing four earned runs on 
two hits. He walked one batter. 
Starter Steven Barnes went four 
and one-third innings, allowing 
one earned run on three hits. 
He fanned seven batters and 
walked two. Barnes is a prod¬ 
uct of Covington High School 
in Folson, La. 
ECCC SWEEPS MCC 
FOR DIVISION LEAD 

Josh Lafferty's three-run 
homer helped propel East 
Central Community College's 
Diamond Warriors to a 10-9 
win over Meridian Community 
College in the first game, and 
southpaw Gregory Stovall shut 
down the Eagle offense with 
a 2-0 decision in the second 
contest as both schools began 
MACJC Central Division com¬ 
petition on a windy Tuesday 
(March 18) afternoon at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex in 
Decatur. 

With the doubleheader 
sweep, East Central improved 
to 16-11 overall and 2-0 in 
league play, while Meridian 
slipped to 10-12 and 0-2. 

Lafferty's blast tied the 
contest at 8-8 and capped a 
five-run fifth inning, erasing 

an 8-3 Meridian advantage. 
Brian Jones, a product of Allen 
County High School in Adol¬ 
phus, Ky., had earlier doubled 
in a pair of runs setting the 
stage for Lafferty's game-tying 
dinger, which came on a 3-0 
count. Lafferty is a product of 
Quitman High School. 

"That was the most 
important inning of the day," 
remarked second-year ECCC 
head coach Neal Holliman 
of the five-run, fifth stanza. 
"They went up big on us and 
we came back with a five-spot. 
I knew we had to answer in 
that inning to give ourselves a 
chance, I just didn't know we'd 
score five like that." 

Meridian regained the lead 
at 9-8 on a sixth-inning solo 
shot by Shannon Steed, but 
the Diamond Warriors scored 
twice in the bottom of the 
inning and held on for the win. 
Clint Coleman of Louisville 
singled to begin the inning and 
later scored on an RBI single 
by Chris Parkman of Raleigh. 
Later in the inning, courtesy 
runner Allen Cheek of Carroll 
Academy attempted to steal 
second with two outs, allow¬ 
ing Ze'Ericka Hall of Carthage 
to score the go-ahead run from 
third. 

Jones sealed the victory by 
pitching a scoreless seventh 
inning in relief. 

In addition to his three- 
run homer, Lafferty singled 
and finished with four RBIs to 
lead the offense. Other hitters 
were Coleman and Parkman, 
two singles each; Jones and 
Jacob Casey of Union, doubles 
each; and Brandon Williams of 
Newton County, single. Jones 
and Casey also had two RBIs 
each and Rarkman knocked in 
a run. 

Tyler Vick led MCC with 
two homers and five RBIs. 

Robert Westbrook was the 
winning pitcher for EC, allow¬ 
ing one earned runs on two hits 

in one inning of relief. West¬ 
brook is a product of Newton 
County High School. Jones 
fanned one batter and allowed 
no hits to earn the save. Starter 
Jesus Aleman of Belle Glade, 
Fla., allowed six earned runs on 
nine hits through five innings. 
He fanned three batters. 

In the second contest, EC 
got all the runs it needed in the 
first inning thanks to Stovall's 
standout performance on the 
mound. The first run came 
when Williams doubled and 
later scored on a triple by Hall. 
Hall later crossed the plate on a 
single by Jones. Hall would add 
a single to his totals for the day 
and Casey also singled. 

But the key to victory in 
the second contest was the 
pitching performance by the 
southpaw Stovall, who fanned 
eight MCC batters and allowed 
just three hits through six and 
one-thirds innings. He also 
allowed four walks. 

"He was tremendous 
today," Holliman said of Stovall 
after the sweep. "He is one of 
the guys we depend on to give 
us quality innings every time he 
goes out there. He has strug¬ 
gled at times, but he gave us 
exactly what we needed today." 

Jones finished the game 
on the mound and fanned one 
batter. 

ECCCs Brackett Inks Scholarship 

East Central Community College linebacker David Brackett 
has signed a national letter of letter to continue his athletic career 
at Miles College, located in Birmingham, Ala. Brackett, a 6-1, 
190-pound product of Philadelphia High School, finished third 
in the state in tackles in 2007 with 81 solo stops and 30 assists. 
In recognition of his outstanding season, Brackett was named 
honorable mention J.C. Grid-Wire All-American and second team 
MACJC All-State. He also received the Warriors' defensive team 
captain award. Pictured with the new Golden Bear is ECCC assis¬ 
tant coach James Miller. 

Lady Warrior Softball 

Team Splits With Hinds 

2008-09 

Sophomore 

Scholarship 

Application 

Rackets 

Available 

in Student 

Services 

League play got underway 
Tuesday, March 18 for the East 
Central Community College 
and Hinds Community College 
fast-pitch softball teams, with 
each team claiming one-run 
victories. 

The Lady Diamond Warriors 
held on for a 7-6 decision in 
the first game and were nipped 
5-4 in the second contest. 

With the split. East Central's 
record stood at 8-10 overall 
and 1-1 in the MACJC Central 
Division. Hinds' record was 
13-14 and 1 -1 following the 
doubleheader. 

Leah Dennis of Neshoba 
Central led the EC offense in 
the first game with a home 
run and single. Also register¬ 
ing two hits were Emily Thrash 
of Sebastopol, Whitnee White 
and Laura Smith, both of 
Neshoba Central, who had two 
singles each. Singles each were 
registered by Shenique Brass 
of Philadelphia and Lindsey 
Stevens of Newton County. 

White and Dennis were RBI 
leaders with three and two, 
respectively. Kristen Pillsbury 

of Newton County was also 
credited with an RBI. 

EC scored three runs in the 
first inning, one in the second 
and third stanzas and two runs 
in the fifth. 

Hinds tallied single runs in 
the first, third, sixth and sev¬ 
enth innings, and scored twice 
in the fifth. 

Codee Russell of Leake 
Academy went the distance for 
EC in picking up the win. She 
allowed six earned runs on six 
hits and fanned one batter. 

In the second contest, 
Laura Smith led the offense 
with a three-run home run, 
which came in the third inning 
and tied the contest at 4-4. 
Other EC hitters were Brass 
and Sondreia Hillie and Amy 
Sharp, both of Neshoba Cen¬ 
tral, singles each. Brass also 
collected an RBI. 

Hinds scored the go-ahead 
run in the fourth inning. 

Amber Smith of Union took 
the loss for EC, allowing five 
earned runs on 10 hits through 
seven innings. She fanned one 
batter and walked two. 
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Attending the MSU-Meridian conference "Streamlining Access 
for Two-Year Institutuions" were Jo Killens, ECCC Vice President for 
Student Services; Dr. Donna L Clevinger, MSU-Meridian Dean; 
Sue Ford, ECCC Mathematics Instructor; Dr. Reginald Sykes, Assis¬ 
tant Commissioner for Community & Junior College Relations, Mis¬ 
sissippi Institutions for Higher Learning; Carol Shackelford, ECCC 
Chairman of the Communications Division and English Instructor; 
and Michael Alexander, ECCC Academic Counselor. 

MSU-Meridian Hosts CJC Advisors 

By LINDA D. BUTLER 

Special to The Tom-Tom 

"To compete in today's 
global economy, Mississippi 
must increase the quantity and 
quality of its baccalaureate 
degree holders," said Com¬ 
missioner of Higher Education 
(IHL) Dr. Thomas C. Meredith. 

Paramount in this effort, 
according to Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner of Community and Junior 
College Relations Dr. Reginald 
Sykes, is the need for continu¬ 
ous interaction and feedback 
between universities and com¬ 
munity/junior colleges. 

Although our state's higher 
educational institutions com¬ 
pete for many of the same 
students, the good news is that 
some of the schools are already 
cooperating and coming 
together in inter-institutional 
strategy sessions designed to 
benefit students. And, even 
better news for college students 
in the East MississippiA/Vest 
Alabama region is that one 
such session was just held in 
Meridian. 

The Meridian Campus of 
Mississippi State University 
recently brought together 
advisors and student services 
personnel from Meridian Com¬ 
munity College, East Central 
Community College, East 
Mississippi Community Col¬ 
lege, and Jones County Junior 
College; an education officer 
from the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians; and registrar 
officials from the MSU campus 
in Starkville for a session on, 
"Streamlining Access forTwo- 
Year Institutions," to collaborate 
on improving services for col¬ 
lege students. 

"Their [community/junior 
college advisors] jobs are diffi¬ 
cult because they have to know, 
or have at hand, the require¬ 
ments of every possible univer¬ 
sity where their students might 
want to transfer," said Regena 
Clark, coordinator of the Advis¬ 
ing Center at MSU-Meridian. 

"So, we at MSU-Meridian 
talk on the phone a good bit 
and work very closely with 
regional college personnel to 
assure that, during their fresh¬ 
man and sophomore years, 
students are advised to take the 
exact courses required so they 
won't lose credits when trans¬ 
ferring from community/junior 
college into MSU-Meridian 
degree programs." 

Clark added that while the 
on-going electronic dialogue 
works, it is hard to beat face-to- 
face interaction. So, Dr. Donna 
L. Clevinger, dean at MSU- 
Meridian, suggested bring¬ 
ing advisors and admissions 
personnel together annually 
for a luncheon and break-out 
sessions to discuss changes in 
curriculum and admissions, 
share information, work out 
academic transfer questions, 
and discuss how everyone can 
work together to make sure 
students who start out at a com¬ 
munity/junior college have a 
seamless transition to complete 
their degree at Mississippi State- 
Meridian. 

Dr. Reginald Sykes, who 
served as guest speaker during 
the luncheon session, talked 
about the shortage of individu¬ 
als in Mississippi who hold a 
baccalaureate degree and 
pointed to the huge pool of stu¬ 
dents in the community/junior 
college system as a good source 
of future bachelor's degree 
candidates. 

"There were 17,031 
sophomores in the state system 
during fall 2006, but only 4,157 
first-time transfer students in 

Concert Choir 

Auditions 

Tuesday, April 29 

For more information, 
please call Len Bobo at 

635-6227. 
A half-tuition scholarship 
is awarded for selection 

into the choir. 

Warrior Golfers Finish 

Fourth In Own Tourney 

East Central Community 
College's golf team finished 
fourth in the ECCC Invitational 
held March 2-3 at Forest Coun¬ 
try Club. 

The Warrior linksters carded 
a 624 (305-319) in the two-day 
event, won by the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College 
team, which shot 589 (294- 
295). 

Other team scores include 
Meridian, 606 (298-308); 
Holmes, 618(307-311); Hinds, 
301 (327-628); Itawamba, 633 
(306-327); Pearl River, 634 
(322-312); Northwest Mis¬ 
sissippi, 641 (314-327); East 
Mississippi, 648 (322-326); 

Northeast, 668 (335-333); 
Jones County, 676 (326-350); 
and Copiah-Lincoln, 702 (358- 
344). 

Chase Ward of Sylacauga, 
Ala., shot rounds of 75 and 
76 (151) to lead East Central. 
Other team members and their 
respective scores included 
Stephen Poole of Decatur, 155 
(75-80); Alex Deason of Phila¬ 
delphia, 155 (78-77); Daniel 
Johnson of Union, 163 (77-86); 
and Kyle Killens of Decatur, 
177 (82-95). 

The Warrior golf team is 
coached by James Moore, golf 
professional at Forest Country 
Club. 

IHL institutions in the fall of 
2007," said Sykes. "So, it is 
obvious that a large number of 
potential baccalaureate grads 
are not making it through the 
pipeline or are transferring to 
private colleges or out-of-state 
schools." 

Sykes noted that the two- 
year colleges are doing a great 
job of nurturing students along 
in the system, but believes the 
solution to getting even more 
community and junior college 
grads to continue on to a senior 
institution to complete their 
bachelor's degree lies in identi¬ 
fying and reducing the barriers 
that often bring their academic 
progress to a halt. 

"Family obligations, full- 
time employment, part-time 
attendance, rising tuition costs, 
limited financial aid, and prox¬ 
imity are among some of the 
roadblocks to higher educa¬ 
tion—especially for nontradi- 
tional working adult students," 
Sykes pointed out. 

So, how can we increase the 
number of transfer students? 
While our colleges can't resolve 
all the problems, Sykes believes 
we can do something about the 
areas over which we do have 
control—creating a culture of 
transfer, curricular teams and 
monitoring, reducing transfer 
barriers, facilitating more need 
based financial aid, improving 
customer service and advising, 
providing positive experiences, 
and expanding online and flex¬ 
ible course delivery. 

Sykes also noted that 
another potential obstacle advi¬ 
sors can prevent students from 
running up against is the loss of 
credit hours when transferring 
to a senior institution. 

"That is why ongoing 
communication and feed¬ 
back between universities and 
community/junior colleges is 
crucial to the success of our 
state's students and institutions 
of higher learning," he advised. 

MSU Registrar Butch Stokes 
and Associate Registrar Sharon 
Nobles reinforced Sykes' com¬ 
ments during their part on the 
program and related some spe¬ 
cific initiatives they've played a 
part in developing at MSU and 
statewide to provide enhanced 
services for advisors and trans¬ 
fer students. 

"Inter-institutional com¬ 
munication efforts facilitate a 
smooth transition in students' 
academic progress and pre¬ 
vent college students from 
having to take courses they 
don't need, thus reducing costs 
and improving service," noted 
MSU-Meridian Dean Donna L. 
Clevinger. 

"I think the students, their 
parents, and the public appre¬ 
ciate the fact that Mississippi 
higher educational institutions 
put rivalry aside to communi¬ 
cate, cooperate, and provide 
quality degree opportunities for 
the benefit of the students and 
our state." 

For information on educa¬ 
tional opportunities at MSU- 
Meridian, call 601-484-0100. 

East Central Tennis Teams Score 

Victories Over HCC, NMCC 

East Central Community 
College's tennis teams scored 
victories over Holmes Com¬ 
munity College and Northeast 
Mississippi Community Col¬ 
lege in recent competition. 

The ECCC women posted 
an 9-0 shut-out over the Lady 
Bulldogs and the ECCC men 
were victorious by an 8-1 
margin over the Holmes men 
during matches played March 
20 on the Decatur campus. 

Lady Warriors who teamed 
up to win doubles competi¬ 
tion included Dm Anderson 
of Decatur and Nichole Ball 
of Louisville; Julie Gaines 
of Philadelphia and Cheryl 
Dowel of Lena; and Ashley 
Henley of Hickory and Kylie 
Rigdon of Union. Each player 
was also successful in the 
singles competition. 

In men's action, Matt 
Wade of Forest and Devarus 
Walker of Decatur won their 
doubles matchup as did 
Chris King of Louisville and 
Lorenzo Jones of Newton. 

Kevin Brown of Forest and 
Josh Moore of Newton were 
defeated in their matchup. 

Walker, Brown, Moore, 
Wade, Joseph Cieglo of Forest 
and Phillip Savell of Philadel¬ 
phia were victories in singles 
competition. 

Both EC squads cruised to 
5-0 shut-out wins over North¬ 
east during matches held 
March 19 in Decatur. 

Lady Warriors Anderson 
and Ball, and Henley and 
Rigdon won their respective 
matchups in doubles. Ball, 
Henley and Rigdon were 
victorious in singles competi¬ 
tion. 

On the men's side, Brown 
and Moore, Walker and 
Wade, and King and Jones 
were victorious in doubles. 
Walker and Brown were 
also successful in the singles 
competition. 

ECCC tennis team coaches 
are Diane and Pat O'Neill 
and Kyle Watson. 

Book, Music and Lyrics by 
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey 

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French 

Presented by the East Central Community College Players 

April 1,3,4 & 5 • 7 p.m. 

Ovid S. Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium 

Tickets $5 
For reservations call 601-635-2111 

EAST CENTRAL rrfT 

Community College WITH you IN MIND 

P.O. Box 129 • Decatur, Mississippi • www.eccc.edu 

Sophomore Lady Warriors Honored 

Above are sophomore members of the East Central Commu¬ 
nity College women's basketball team who were honored during 
"Sophomore Appreciation Night" held at the season-ending 
home basketball games Feb. 21 in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the Decatur campus. Honorees, shown 
with family members, include (from left) Chotsani Henderson 
(32) andTawayatha Evans (31), both products of Newton High 
School; Jordan Patterson (25) of Aberdeen and Oak Hill Academy; 
Tanesha Brown (22), Jackson Provine; Carlena Clemmons, Union; 
Alisa Matlock, Carthage; and student assistants Courtney Miller of 
Louisville and Queena Gage of Scott Central. The Lady Warriors 
are led by head coach Bill Smith and assistant Blessing Chekwa. 

Sophomore Basketball Warriors Honored 

These sophomores on the East Central Community College 
men's basketball team were honored during "Sophomore Appre¬ 
ciation Night" activities held at the season-ending home basket¬ 
ball games Feb. 21 in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur campus. Honorees, shown with family 
members, include (second from left) student assistants Bryan 
Davis and Roccell Harper, both products of Newton County High 
School; Darron Maxtion (25), of Sparkman High School in Har¬ 
vest, Ala.; Tony Parker (33), Meridian; Karl Robinson (10), Jackson 
Jim Hill; Des Morales (11), Lake; Justin Brown (12), South Leake; 
and Marquis Wilson (22), Delhi (La.) High School. The Warriors 
are led by head ^oach^Maurice Bpwig jnd assistant Brandprx 
Cornelids. 

EC Instructors Receive Online Certification 

East Central Community College instructors display certificates 
recently received for completing the MSVCC (Mississippi Virtual 
Community College) Certified Online Instructor Course offered 
by the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges (SBCJC). 
Pictured are (front row, from left) computer technology instructors 
Judy Hurtt of Forest and Brenda Johnson of Philadelphia, culinary 
arts instructor Alexei Huguley of Starkville and David Case of 
Meridian, ECCC Director of Technology Management; and (back 
row, from left) Terry Pollard, eLearning Specialist for the SBCJC 
who made the presentation; Dr. Chris Jenkins, ECCC Dean of 
Distance Learning; computer network support technology instruc¬ 
tor Thomas Fortenberry of Union, biology instructor and science 
department chairman Joe Johnson of Meridian, Christian Pruett, 
SBCJC Director of Distance Learning; Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, ECCC 
Vice President for Instruction; and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin. 
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Sophomore Centralettes Honored 

Sophomore members of the Centraletttes, the dance line for 
the East Central Community College Wall O' Sound Marching 
Band, were honored during "Sophomore Appreciation Night" 
held at the season-ending home basketball games Feb. 21 in 
the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building in Decatur. 
The group performs regularly during halftime activities of Lady 
Warrior and Warrior contests. From left are Latrice Waters and 
Kelly Kight, both of Nanih Waiya; Marty Bergin, Forest; Jordan 
Taylor, Central Academy; Courtney Elkins, Forest; Reagan Joyner, 
Neshoba Central; Brittany Germany, Union; and Carmen Ezell, 
Newton County. Nichol Hillman servers as Centralette coordina¬ 
tor/choreographer. 
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Sophomore Cheerleaders Honored 

Sophomore basketball cheerleaders at East Central Com¬ 
munity College were honored during "Sophomore Appreciation 
Night" held at the season-ending home basketball games Feb. 21 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building on the Deca¬ 
tur campus. Honorees, shown with family members, are Dustin 
Evans, Collins; Elaina James, Sylva Bay Academy; Adam Brown, 
Lake; Dru Anderson, Newton County: Austin McNair, Neshoba 
Central; Noah Cook, Newton County; and Phillip Vines, Neshoba 
Central. Huellen Watson serves as cheerleader sponsor. 
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What's Cooking at East Central? 

By KRISTIE ROBINSON 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Burger-Potato Bites 
Prep: 15 minutes 
Bake: 18 minutes 
Cook: 5 minutes 

Ingredients 
16 large frozen French-fried 
waffle-cut potatoes (1/3 of a 
22-oz. pkg.) 
1 lb. ground beef or turkey 
2 to 3 tsp. grilling seasoning 
blend 
4 slices cheddar cheese, cut 
into quarters (4 oz.) 
4 cherry tomatoes, sliced 
Mustard, ketchup, dairy sour 

cream, and/or dill pickle slices 

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees 
F. Line a baking sheet with 
foil. Evenly space potatoes on 
baking sheet. Bake potatoes for 
18 to 20 minutes or until crisp 
and lightly browned. Remove 
from oven. Adjust oven racks 
and preheat broiler. 
2. Meanwhile, in a medium 
bowl combine meat and 
seasoning. Form into sixteen 
1-ounce mini burgers (about 2 
tablespoons). In a 12-inch skil¬ 
let cook burgers, uncovered, 
over medium-high heat for 5 
minutes or until temperature 
registers 160 degrees F on 
an instant-read tnermometer, 
turning burgers once halfway 
through cooking. Drain fat. 
Top each potato with a burger, 
cheese quarter, and tomato 
slice. Broil 4 to 5 inches from 
heat for 1 to 2 minutes or until 
cheese is melted and tomato 
begins to brown. Serve with 
mustard, ketchup, sour cream, 
and/or pickles. Makes 16 
snacks. 

Easy Italian Chicken 
Prep: 20 minutes 
Cook: 6 to 7 hours (low) or 3 
to 3 1/2 hours (high) 

Ingredients 
1/2 of a medium head cab¬ 
bage, cut into wedges (about 
12 ounces) 
1 medium onion, sliced and 
separated into rings 

1 4 1/2-ounce jar (drained 
weight) sliced mushrooms, 
drained 
2 tablespoons quick-cooking 
tapioca 
2 to 2 1/2 pounds meaty 
chicken pieces (breast halves, 
thighs, and drumsticks), 
skinned 
2 cups purchased meatless 
spaghetti sauce 
urated Parmesan cheese 
Hot cooked pasta (optional) 

Directions 
1. In a 3-1/2- to 6-quart slow 
cooker, combine cabbage 
wedges, onion, and mush¬ 
rooms. Sprinkle tapioca over 
vegetables. Place chicken 
pieces on vegetables. Pour spa¬ 
ghetti sauce over chicken. 
2. Cover and cook on low-heat 
setting for 6 to 7 hours or on 
high-neat setting for 3 to 3-1/2 
hours. Transfer to a serving 
platter. Sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese. If desired, serve with 
hot cooked pasta. Makes 4 to 
6 servings. 

German Chocolate Cake 
Prep: 30 minutes 
Bake: 30 minutes 
Cool: 1 hour 
Stand: 1 hour 

Ingredients 
1 4-ounce package sweet 
baking chocolate, chopped 
1-1/2 cups milk 
3/4 cup butter 
3 eggs 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
3/4 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 -3/4 cups sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
1 recipe Coconut-Pecan Frost¬ 
ing 

Directions 
1. In a small saucepan com¬ 
bine chocolate ana milk. Cook 
and stir over low heat until 
melted; set aside to cool. 
2. Allow butter and eggs to 
stand at room temperature 
for 30 minutes. Meanwhile, 
lightly grease bottoms of two 
8x8x2-inch square or 9x1-1/2- 
inch round cake pans. Line 
bottoms of pans with waxed 

paper. Grease and lightly flour 
bottoms and sides of pans. 
Or, grease one 13x9x2-inch 
baking pan. Set pan(s) aside. 
In a medium bowl stir together 
flour, baking soda, baking 
powder; and salt; set asioe. 
3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
F. In a large mixing bowl beat 
butter with an electric mixer 
on medium to high speed for 
30 seconds. Gradually add 
sugar, about 1/4 cup at a time, 
beating on medium speed 
until well combined (about 3 
minutes). Scrape sides of bowl; 
continue beating on medium 
speed for 2 minutes more. Add 
eggs 1 at a time, beating after 
each addition (about 1 minute 
total). Beat in vanilla. 
4. Alternately add flour mix¬ 
ture and chocolate mixture 
to butter mixture, beating on 
low speed just until combined 
after each addition. Beat on 
medium to high speed for 20 
seconds more. Spread batter 
into the prepared pan(s). 
5. Bake for 35 to 40 minutes 
for 8-inch pans, 30 to 35 
minutes for 9-inch pans, 40 
to 45 minutes for 13x9x2- 
inch pan, or until a wooden 
toothpick inserted near the 
centers comes out clean. Cool 
cake layers in pans on wire 
racks for 10 minutes. Remove 
cake layers from pans. Peel off 
waxed paper. Cool thoroughly 
on racks. Or, place 13x9x2- 
inch cake in pan on a wire 
rack; cool thoroughly. 
6. Spread Coconut-Pecan 
Frosting over the top of each 
layer; stack the layers on a 
cake plate. Or, spread Coco¬ 
nut-Pecan Frosting over the top 
of the 13x9-inch cake. 
7. Makes 12 to 16 servings 
8. Coconut-Pecan Frosting: In a 
medium saucepan slightly beat 
1 egg. Stir in one 5-ounce can 
(2/3 cup) evaporated milk, 2/3 
cup sugar, and 1/4 cup butter. 
Cook and stir over medium 
heat for 6 to 8 minutes or until 
thickened and bubbly. Remove 
from heat; stir in 1-1/3 cups 
flaked coconut and 1/2 cup 
chopped pecans. Cover and 
cool thoroughly. 

Community/Junior College Faculty 

Pitch Funding at the State Capitol 

feature Teacher: "Tbnu Kin ton 
^ J ■»-* Mr,Xrf 

By LAURYN LOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

If there is one thing that 
Instructor Tony Kinton exem¬ 
plifies, it is that not everyone 
has to fit into a mold. Some 
students, upon hearing about 
his literary career, including 
four books and positions as an 
editor, columnist, and contribu¬ 
tor to seven magazines, had the 
idea that he would be a strict 
English teacher and expect 
every essay to be absolutely 
perfect. 

Soon, however, they discov¬ 
ered that despite his success, 
his main concern as a teacher 
is to open new horizons for 
his students and to show them 
how to share their own ideas 
and passions through writing. 
He cares more about inspira¬ 
tion than perfection, and his 
love of literature is contagious. 
(This does not mean that he 
does not keep an eagle eye out 
for grammatical errors English 
Composition I students.) 

Another side of Mr. Kinton, 
which students usually do not 
know about, is his musical 
career. He earned his master's 
degree in Voice/ Choral 
Conducting from Mississippi 
College and has been directing 
church choirs for twenty-seven 
years. He was also the former 
choir director for ECCC's 
Concert Choir. Presently he is 
the music director for Sunrise 
Baptist Church. However, this 
is only one of Mr. Kinton's 
diverse interests. 

A well-known facet to 
Mr. Kinton's character, which 
seems totally incongruous 
with a poetry-quoting, sophis¬ 
ticated individual, is his idea 
of relaxation. While some may 
consider the perfect vacation to 
be one spent on a well-main¬ 
tained beach getting a tan, Mr. 
Kinton's dream vacation is to 
be dropped off in the Alaskan 
wilderness by a bush pilot and 
left alone to hunt for a week or 
two. He has hunted in many 
places of the world, includ¬ 
ing Africa and four Canadian 
provinces. 

His trophies consist of 

everything 
from a 
1,440- 
pound 
moose to 
a tiny 20- 
pound Afri¬ 
can Steen 
buck. He 
enjoys 
hunting 
the old 
fashioned TonY K'nton 

way with a 
1770 reproduction flintlock or 
a handmade bow and arrows. 
While on these hunting trips, 
he has had several death-defy¬ 
ing adventures such as being 
trapped by a blizzard for three 
days in a tent at negative forty- 
eight degrees or almost becom¬ 
ing an entree in a grizzly's 
lunch. 

According to Mr. Kinton, 
however, "the most dangerous 
part of these trips was the drive 
to the airport." 

The preceding comment is 
a perfect example of how he 
can make people think even 

while they are laughing. Not 
only does he like to dispense 
his own good advice, he also 
makes good use of the wisdom 
of others. 

Some of his favorite quotes 
include Oliver Wendell 
Holmes' "Man's mind stretched 
to a new idea never returns 
to its original dimensions," or 
Victor Hugo's "People do not 
lack strength; they lack will." 

One of his favorite pieces of 
wisdom, which he wishes ail 
students would follow, is John 
Adams', "Let us dare to read, 
think, speak, and write." 

Mr. Kinton has done exactly 
that, and East Central will 
greatly miss his example as he 
retires this year to make more 
time for his writing and white- 
water canoeing. 

He is such a diverse and 
interesting person, that it would 
take an autobiography to truly 
get to know him. Perhaps 
that will be his second retire¬ 
ment goal after he completes 
his historical Christian fiction 
romance novel. 

Strike a Pose! 

JONATHAN JACKSON 

By BETH ALEXANDER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Jonathan is a liberal arts 
student who will gradu¬ 
ate in May. He is unsure of 
exactly what he wants to do — 

in the future, but is considering 
something medical related and 
plans to attend Mississippi State 
University in the fall. Jonathan 
says his dream is to do some¬ 
thing big to make a difference 
and help other people. 
Favorite movie: Anything action! 
Favorite music: Gospel, rock, 
rap, and R&B 
Favorite color: Blue 
Where can we find you? 

Working: Big G's Grocery 
Store in Decatur 
Hanging out on campus: The 
library, because I'm always 
trying to finish homework! 
What will you miss the most after you graduate from ECCC? 

All of the people that I've met while I've been here! 

By CATHY HAYDEN 

Special to The Tom-Tom 

JACKSON, Miss. - More 
than 100 students, faculty, 
presidents and trustees of the 
state's 15 community colleges 
rallied at the Capitol in Jack¬ 
son today (Feb. 28) to ask state 
legislators to follow through 
on the second year commit¬ 
ment for mid-level funding. 

Last year lawmakers com¬ 
mitted to mid-level funding 
through Senate Bill 2364, a 
historic measure endorsing 
per-student funding for com¬ 
munity colleges that is midway 
between per-student funding 
for K-12 students and regional 
public university students. 
Passed without a dissenting 
vote in either house, the bill 
was signed into law by Gov. 
Haley Barbour. 

The 15 community colleges 
are asking for a $60 million 
increase in a second year of a 
three-year plan to position the 
community colleges at per-stu¬ 
dent funding that is mid-level 
between K-12 and regional 
public universities. 

"Less than 7 cents of every 
dollar in the state of Mississippi 
that is spent on education is 
spent in our community and 
junior colleges," said Marilyn 
Young, an English instructor at 
East Mississippi Community 
College and president of the 
Mississippi Faculty Association 
for Community and Junior Col¬ 
leges. "We are doing so much 
- and deserve so much more 
funding from the state." 

Dr. Eric Clark, executive 
director of the State Board for 
Community and Junior Col¬ 
leges since January, pointed 
out that half of all the under¬ 
graduates in Mississippi are at 
a community college. About 
70,000 students are taking 
credit courses and another 
275,000 people are in work¬ 
force training, GED courses or 

ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin and students (from left) Dru 
Anderson of Decatur, Pam Boone of Carthage and Austin McNair 
of Philadelphia joined other community/junior college students 
and officials from Mississippi for Capitol Day held February 28 at 
the State Capitol in Jackson. The annual event is sponsored by the 
Mississippi Faculty Association for Community and Junior Colleges. 
(Photo courtesy Steve Diffey, Holmes Community College Public 
Information Office.) 

adult basic education courses. 
"Nearly 10 percent of the 

entire population of the state 
is doing work at a community 
college to make their indi¬ 
vidual lives better and our state 
better. Funding community col¬ 
leges is, quite literally, funding 
the future of Mississippians," 
Clark said. "Last year for the 
entire year, tuition and fees, on 
average were $1,712. That is an 
incredible bargain." 

Brandon Everett of Laurel, 
a Jones County Junior College 
student, has a certificate in 
general machine shop and is 
working on another in auto¬ 
motive with an eye toward an 
eventual degree in mechanical 
engineering at Mississippi State 
University. 

"Jones County Junior Col¬ 
lege was the affordable way for 
me to continue my education. 
Without that option, I probably 
would never have continued 
my education," said Everett, 
who is the third of four chil¬ 
dren in a single-parent family. 

Ambere Moon of Shan¬ 
non, a sophomore elementary 

education major at Itawamba 
Community College, said the 
small atmosphere at a two- 
year college has given her an 
opportunity to take part in 
campus life. "I have grown to 
love all that college has to offer 
because I started at a two-year 
college," Moon said. 

David Cole, Itawamba 
Community College president 
and chairman of the Missis¬ 
sippi Association of Commu¬ 
nity and Junior Colleges, said 
the colleges are crucial "to 
removing barriers by keeping 
our colleges affordable, by 
being placed near the people 
we serve and having quality 
programs on our campuses. 
By removing barriers we are 
helping individuals and their 
families improve their lives." 

State Sen. Alan Nunnelee, 
R-Tupelo, chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, 
acknowledged the role com¬ 
munity colleges play. 

"We understand you have 
done tremendous work and we 
want to do everything we can 
to support you," he said. 

Transferring to Mississippi State University 

is a great way to begin your future! 

The Office of Admissions and Scholarships is here to help you through the steps 
along the way, from scheduling a visit to our beautiful campus, to completing the 
admissions process and applying for scholarships. 

To assist you in achieving your academic goals, we have many opportunities avail¬ 
able, including the Community College Recognition Scholarship ($2,500 over two 
years) and the Community College Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship ($5,000 over two 
years). We invite you to visit our "Web site, admissions.msstate.edu/scholarships, 
to learn about all of our scholarship opportunities. 

The priority date for community college scholarships is May 1, 2008. Admission to 
the university and an online resume are required for scholarship consideration. 

issteipd State 
I X UNIVERSITY 

MS 11 is tin equal opportunity institution. 

Office of Admissions and Scholarships 
P.O. Box (M-i 

Mississippi .Stale, MS 39762-6.Wi 
Campus Visit: admissions.nisstatc.cdu 

Admissions and Scholarships: 662-32S-222 t 
Publication Mailing Requests: 662-32v.W" 

Fax: 662-32S-1MSU 
adniit('' msstate.edu 
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Mr. and Miss East Central CC 

Julie Gaines (left) and Tyler Walters 

Rush Contribution Aids Healthcare Education Programs 

East Central Community College's Healthcare Education programs have received state-of-the-art 
instructional equipment thanks to a generous contribution from Rush Health Systems. Rush provided 
funds for ECCC to purchase a "SIM Man," a simulation device used to enhance clinical experiences. 
Betsy Mann, dean of ECCC's healthcare division, said the "SIM Man" actually responds to ailments 
and treatments similar to a real patient, "which provides a great learning experience for our stu¬ 
dents." ECCC recently held an appreciation luncheon for Rush officials on the Decatur campus fol¬ 
lowed by a demonstration of the instructional equipment in the Associate Degree Nursing skills lab. 
Pictured from left are Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president; Rush Health Systems representatives Scott 
Vincent, Donnie Smith, Nina Dusuang and David Bonner; first-year ADN students Tiffanie Credille 
of Union, Kemyatta Quails of Forest and Rebecca Wilbanks of Carthage; Betsy Mann; second-year 
ADN student Stephanie Reeves of Preston; and nursing instructor/SIM Man operator Brenda Kirby. 

East Central Students Selected on 

All-Mississippi Academic Teams 

competition. The New 
Century Scholars Pro¬ 
gram is an extension of 
the All-USA Academic 
Team and provides a 
$2000 stipend funded by 
the Coca-Cola Founda¬ 
tion and the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation. 

As a New Century 
Scholar, Alexander 
will represent all Mis¬ 
sissippi community and 
junior college students at the 
American Association of Com¬ 
munity Colleges Convention 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
April 5-7. 

Alexander serves as presi¬ 
dent of ECCC's Theta Xi Chap¬ 
ter of PhfTheta Kappa and is 
involved in various campus 
activities, including the ECCC 
Players, EC Environment Club, 
Baptist Student Union, Concert 
Choir, Scholars Bow! Team and 
Warrior Corps. 

The President's List Scholar 
also serves as secretary of 
the President's Council and 
received the Scholars Bowl and 
ECCC Players awards. She was 
named to the 2008 edition of 
Who's Who Among Students in 
American Community Col¬ 
leges. 

A home school graduate, 
she is the daughter of George 
and Cindy Alexander of Little 
Rock. 

Alexander's career goal is to 
be a broadcast journalist. 

Jackson, a liberal arts major, 
was named to the Second 
Team. 

Jackson is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, Wall O' Sound 
Marching Band, Concert Band, 
Mu Alpha Theta, Sigma Sigma 
Mu Tau, Warrior Corps and 
Wesley Foundation. 

A President's List Scholar, 

Beth Alexander Jonathan Jackson 

Jackson serves as co-chair for 
membership for Theta Xi and 
was selected for the Mississippi 
Community College All-State 
Band. 
\ He is the son of Rita Jack¬ 
son. 

The All-Mississippi Aca¬ 
demic Team program is coor¬ 
dinated by The Clarion-Ledger, 
Phi Theta Kappa International 
Honor Society, Mississippi 
Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges and the Missis¬ 
sippi State Board for Commu¬ 
nity and Junior Colleges. 

All-Mississippi Academic 
Team members were selected 
following several rounds of 
judging. Serving as judges were 
education and business leaders 
from the Metro-Jackson area 
and a distinguished panel of 
representatives from federal 
agencies and national educa¬ 
tion associations based in 
Washington, D.C. 

Twenty students named to 
the national All-USA First Team 
will be featured in the April 7 
issue of USA Today. This year, 
nearly 1,600 nominations were 
received from the All-USA Aca¬ 
demic Team competition. 
Mississippi ranks in the top 
six states in the nation having 
students named to the national 
All-USA Academic First, 
Second and Third teams. 

New Phi Theta Kappa Members Inducted 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

Mr. ECCC Tyler Walters 
Graduated from... Forest 
High School Activities: 

Tennis and football 
Why EC? Cost, location, and 

people 
EC Major? Math—second¬ 

ary education 
Why? Loves math and is 

very good at it 
After EC...plans to attend 

Ole Miss 
East Central Activities: 

Football, Phi Theta Kappa, and 
Social Butterfly 

Hero: Grandfather 
Could meet one person: 

Nostradamus so he can learn 
about prophecies 

Greatest Accomplishment: 
Eagle Scout 

Favorite part of EC: People 
and Atmosphere 

Miss ECCC Julie Gaines 
Graduated from...Neshoba 

Central 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

Although I was born on 
March 6, 1989, I still remem¬ 
ber much of the nineties and 
what a simpler time it was for 
people. Therefore, I am visit¬ 
ing the past and recalling some 
of the great and not so great 
things of the nineties. 

You can sing the rap to The 
Fresh Prince Of Bel Air. 

You know that "WOAH" 
comes from Joey from Blossom 
and that "How Rude!" comes 
from Stephanie from Full 
House. 

You remember when it was 
actually worth getting up early 
on a Saturday to watch car¬ 
toons. 

You remember reading 
Goosebumps. 

You know the profound 
meaning of "Wax on, wax off" 

You made paper scrunchies 
to predict who you would end 
up marrying. 

You remember the Olsen 
twins when they were cute and 
solving crimes instead of com¬ 
mitting them. 

You played M.A.S.H. to see 
what, where, and who your 
future would have. 

You took plastic cartoon 
lunch boxes to school. 

Girls posed just like the 
Spice Girls on the cover of 
their movie and we knew all 
the words. 

You remember the craze, 
then the banning of slap brace¬ 
lets and slam books. 

You still get the urge to say 

Stories from 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

March 1948: 
Students lead a campaign 

to place pencil sharpeners in 
rooms. 

John Blackstone, Aletha 
Ann King, Joy Jolly, Sybil Skip¬ 
per, James Hancock, and Sara 
Suffling were elected ECJC 
Favorites. 

Gwen Winstead, Bernice 
Snowden, Doris Murphy, Jo 
Ward, Edith Chapman, Ann 
Johnson, and Coy Jefcoat of 
ECJC are voted "American 
Beauties." 
March 1958: 

Gail Dubard, George 
Smith, Dana McMillin, and Sue 
Gunter are elected freshman 
favorites. 

ECJC Players are invited to 
perform their production, Mag¬ 
nificent Obsession in Union 
and Forest. 

Tuesday nights were dates 
nights for dorm students who 
had to walk to Decatur Theatre. 
Also, students must sign in and 
out to ensure no co-eds were 
kidnapped. 

Junior college curricu¬ 
lum offers basic academic 
courses—fine arts, education, 
liberal arts, agriculture, home 
economics, science and engi¬ 
neering, and business. 

ECJC adds track to list of 
sports offered. 
March 1968: 

ECJC Kappans plan trip to 
convention in Texas. 

High School Activities: Band, 
Tennis, FCA, Beta 

Why EC? Good school and 
always wanted to come to EC 

EC Major: Occupational 
Therapy 

Why? Like medical field, 
has shadowed and liked the 
work 

After EC: University Medical 
Center or Mississippi State 

"NOT" after (almost) every 
sentence...Not... 

Where in the world is 
Carmen San Diego? was both 
a game and a TV game show. 

You knew that Kimberly, the 
pink ranger, and Tommy, the 
green Ranger were meant to be 
together. 

You remember when Super 
Nintendos became popular. 

You remember watching 
Home Alone 1,2, and 3  
and tried to pull the pranks on 
"intruders." 

You remember boom boxes 
vs. CD players. 

You remember New Kids 
on The Block when they were 
cool. 

You knew all the characters 
names and their life stories on 
Saved By The Bell. 

You played and/or collected 
"Pogs." 

You had at least one Tama¬ 
gotchi and brought it every¬ 
where. 

You watched the original 
Care Bears, My Little Pony, 
Power Rangers, and Ninja 
Turtles 

Yikes pencils and erasers 
were the stuff! 

All your school supplies 
were "Lisa Frank" brand (pen¬ 
cils, notebooks, binders, etc.). 

You remember when the 
new Beanie Babies were 
always sold out. 

You used to wear those stick 
on earrings, not only on your 
ears, but at the corners of your 
eyes. 

You've gotten creeped 
out by "Are You Afraid of the 
Dark?" 

EC History: 

ECJC basketball girls 
defeated Mississippi College 
48-47. Team members include: 
Wanda Elliott, Dana Griffis, 
Sandy Puckett, Linda Comans, 
Peggy Tolbert, Brenda Galvin, 
Sue Peoples, Mary Jane Allen, 
Linda Hill, Sylvia Horn, and 
Becky Thornton. 

Arlene Edwards, Ann Byas, 
Peggy Hardin, Kathern Beck- 
ham, Rachel Barrett, Linda 
Lathem, Gail Fulton, Lizzy Lay, 
Bettye Lewis, Miriam Barber, 
and Sylvia Kelly were inducted 
into Phi Theta Kappa. 
March 1978: 

Dorthy Mathis of Morton 
was selected All-State Band. 

Julie Wright of Louisville 
was selected to represent Mis¬ 
sissippi in the Miss Universe 
Pageant. 

ECJC Players to present 
Sound of Music. 

Plans in works for ECJC's 
50th birthday to be held in 
1979. 
March 1988: 

ECJC became "Commu¬ 
nity" college effective July 1, 
1988. 

EC enrollment breaks 
record with an increase of 
13.7% (1087 students attend¬ 
ing spring '88 semester). 

Physical Education building 
named for Denver Brackeen 
and Lucille Wood. 

Huff Audiotorium receives 
facelift. 

ECJC Players present South 
Pacific. 
March 1998: 

ECCC to offer state's first 

EC Activities: Tennis, BSU, 
Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, Phi Theta 
Kappa, Student Body Associa¬ 
tion, Warrior Corp 

Hero: Mom 
Favorite part of EC: People 

Nineties 

You know the Macarena by 
heart. 

"Talk to the hand" ... 
enough said. 

You thought Brain would 
finally take over the world. 

You always said, "Then why 
don't you marry it!" 

You remember when every¬ 
one went slinky crazy. 

Windows 95 and 98. 
You remember when razor 

scooters were cool. 
You got to play Oregon Trail 

at school and never actually 
made to Oregon before the 
teacher made you get off. 

You raced home to watch 
Hey Arnold!, Are You Afraid of 
the Dark?, Rugrats, The Magic 
School Bus, Wishbone, The 
Secret World of Alex Mack, 
Ghostwriter, and Bill Nye the 
Science Guy. 

"Welcome to the Good 
Burger. Home of the Good 
Burger. Can I take your order?" 

Everyone wanted to be a 
contestant on Double Dare. 

Skip-Its and Cat_s Cradle 
kept girls entertained on the 
playground. 

Disney had on 1 Saturday 
Morning on ABC. 

Moon Shoes that made you 
feel like you were walking on 
the moon. 

T.G.I.F. nights actually had 
good shows to watch. 

Everyone collected Troll 
dolls. 

Doesn't it just bring back 
wonderful memories? I know it 
does for me. I miss the simple 
days. 

1948-1998 

Gerontology program. 
ECCC Players to present 

My Fair Lady. 
President Eddie M. Smith 

signs funding document to 
build fitness trail on North 
Campus. 

Scholars Bowl team 
advances to statewide competi¬ 
tion: Sarah Whitesell of Forest, 
Amanda Moore of Carthage, 
Celeste Staton of Union, and 
Lenzy Gressett of Carthage. 

Record enrollment. 
Increased 12%-2052 in fall 
semester and 1910 for spring 
semester. 

Phi Theta 

Kappa 

Fundraiser 

PTK is raffling off two 

pieces of artwork by 

Bruce Guraedy. 

Tickets are $1 each or 

6 for $5. The drawing 

will be held the night 

of the Newton County 

Relay for Life. 

For more info call 

601-938-0627 or email 

eccc.ptk0708@yahoo. 
com. 

East Central Community 
College sophomores Beth 
Alexander of Little Rock and 
Jonathan Jackson of Hickory 
were recently named to the 
2008 All-Mississippi Academic 
Teams and were honored along 
with other outstanding commu¬ 
nity and junior college students 
during special activities held in 
Jackson. 

Alexander, a communica¬ 
tions major, was among 15 
students named to the First 
Team and will receive a $1000 
stipend. 

"By being named to the 
All-Mississippi Academic Team 
and having earned membership 
in Phi Theta Kappalnterna- 
tional Honor Society, many 
of these students will receive 
substantial scholarship offers to 
attend four-year colleges and 
universities in Mississippi and 
across the nation," said Rod A. 
Risley, executive director of the 
Jackson-based honor society, 
which serves as a co-sponsor of 
the annual program. 

"Research suggests that 
these students' level of aca¬ 
demic achievement at the four- 
year college will equal, if not 
excel, that earned while attend¬ 
ing their community/junior 
colleges," Risley added. 

As a First Team member, 
Alexander will compete for 
placement on the national All- 
USA Academic Team for Com¬ 
munity and Junior Colleges, 
sponsored by USA Today, Phi 
Theta Kappa and the American 
Association of Community 
Colleges. 

Alexander is also being 
honored for her selection as 
a New Century Scholar for 
achieving the highest score 
among Mississippi students in 
the All-USA Academic Team 

Eighty-seven East Central 
Community College were 
recently tapped for member¬ 
ship into Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the interna¬ 
tional honor society for two- 
year colleges, during the spring 
induction ceremony held on 
the Decatur campus. 

The purpose of Phi Theta 
Kappa is to promote scholar¬ 
ship, develop character and 
cultivate fellowship among 
academically superior students. 
Membership is by invitation 
only and requires a minimum 
3.5 grade point average earned 
as a full-time student. 

Joining the prestigious orga¬ 
nization and their respective 
counties and hometowns are 
the following: 

Leake County: Gwendolyn 
Crumbley, Britni Harvey, Aaron 
Mann, Lacey McMurry, Virginia 
Mitchell, Ashley Pigg and Emily 
Wooten, all of Carthage; and 
Brittany Harrison, Lena; 

Neshoba County: Dekota 
Anthony, Laura Bain, Derek 

Crenshaw, Angel Crockett, 
Kenzie Gaines, Reagan Joyner, 
Patrick Patterson, Codee 
Russell, Corey Sharp, Casey 
Stokes, Stracy Svihla, Rebecca 
Watkins and Brandon Williams, 
all of Philadelphia; 

Newton County: Myrial 
Brown, Keith Hollingsworth, 
Sondra Rasco and Hailey 
Walker, all of Newton; Austin 
Crouthers, Joshua Dickerson, 
Anna Ezell, Jessica Gallo¬ 
way, Anna Johnson, Daniel 
Johnson, Matthew Livingston, 
Kylie Rigdon, Amy Sharp, 
Amber Smith, Candace Vance 
and Krystle Wolverton, all of 
Union; Shaun Cooper, Calli 
Cumberland, Joy Hayes, Kyle 
Killens and Megan Munn, all 
of Decatur; April Dunavant, 
Sarah Eakes and Mary Lanier, 
both of Little Rock; Jonathan 
Federick and Ted Valentine, 
both of Hickory; Sidney Guiter- 
rez, Chunky; Jessica Leach, 
Conehatta; and Amanda Hines, 
Lawrence; 

Scott County: Diane Berthe- 

lette, Jessica Brown, Britanny 
Cushman, Stacey Rasco, Caitlin 
Slay and Tyler Walters, all of 
Forest; and Stacee McCurdy, 
Morton; 

Winston County: Kayla 
Adcock, Lindsey Clark, Laken 
Morgan, Jacqueline Moore, 
Jeremy Sacier, Whitney Smith, 
Sherry Weeks, Anna White and 
Britni Wright, all of Louisville; 

Out of district: Courtney 
Allbritton, Ethel; Joni Bozeman, 
DeKalb; Ruby Crew, Flor¬ 
ence; Autumn Durant, Preston; 
Casey-Fitch-Randolph, Bran¬ 
don; Kimberly Hearn, Timothy 
Maloney, Felisha Martin and 
Anna Switzer, all of Merid¬ 
ian; Rashima Jenkins, Bossier 
City, La.; Josh Lafferty, Quit- 
man; Terry Lightheart, Canton; 
Matthew Naylor and Thomas 
Walker, both of Collinsville; 
and Gillian Poole, Kosciusko. 

ECCC instructors Debbie 
Hammons and Bruce Guraedy 
serve as Theta Xi advisers. 

Blast to the Past: The 
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Three-Week Term Begins 

ECCC Summer Schedule 

A three-week term officially begins East Central 
Community College's 2008 summer class schedule, 
announced Donna Luke, director of admissions, 
records and research. 

Classes are offered on the Decatur campus 
and at the Winston/Louisville Vocational Complex 
beginning Monday, May 12 and ending on Friday, 
May 30. 

Courses in Decatur include General Biology 
I and Lab, Anatomy and Physiology I and Lab, 
Microbiology and Lab, Physical Science I and Lab, 
Microcomputer Applications, English Composition 
I, American History I, Developmental Algebra, Col¬ 
lege Algebra, Music Appreciation, Introduction to 
Sociology and Intro to Computer Concepts. 

In Louisville, course offerings include Intro to 
Computer Concepts, College Algebra and American 
History I. 

The deadline to register for the three-week term 
is Tuesday, May 13. 
FOUR-WEEK SUMMER TERMS 

The first-four week summer term begins Monday, 
June 2 on the Decatur campus and at the Choctaw 
Hospitality Institute in Choctaw. Classes end on 
Friday, June 27. The deadline to register is Tuesday, 
June 3. 

Course offerings in Decatur include General 
Biology I and Lab, Anatomy and Physiology I and 
Lab, General Chemistry I and Lab, Physical Science 
II and Lab, Word Processing Applications, College 
Life, Keyboarding, English Composition I, World 
Civilization I, American History II, Developmental 
Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, Marriage and Family, 
Anatomy and Physiology II and Lab, General Biol¬ 
ogy II and Lab, Intro to Computer Concepts, English 
Literature I, American History I, Football Theory, 
College Algebra and Introduction to Sociology. 

In Choctaw, classes scheduled include English 
Composition I, Music Appreciation and English 
Composition II. 
SECOND FOUR-WEEK SUMMER TERM 

The second four-week terms begins Monday, 
July 7 and ends on Friday, August 1. The deadline to 
register is Tuesday, July 8. 

See SUMMER CLASSES, page 6 

ECCC Graduation Scheduled 

May 10 at Neshoba Coliseum 

More than 470 students are scheduled to receive 
diplomas Saturday, May 10, 2008, when East Cen¬ 
tral Community College holds its 79th Commence¬ 
ment beginning at 11 a.m. in the Neshoba County 
Coliseum in Philadelphia. 

Included in the total are those who completed 
degree requirements following the 2007 summer 
and fall terms, according to Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, 
Vice President for Instruction. 

Those participating in the program include grad¬ 
uating sophomores Jonathan Jackson of Hickory, 
who will give the invocation; Julie Gaines of Phila¬ 
delphia, commencement speaker; and Drew Gillis 
of Decatur, benediction. Dru Anderson of Decatur 
and Ryan Reeves of Forest will present the musical 
selection "How You Live, Turn Up The Music." 

Dr. Sparkman will present candidates for gradu¬ 
ation and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin will 
award degrees and certificates to the following: 

CANDIDATES FOR MAY GRADUATION 
ATTALA: Demondrick Terrell Allen, Kristopher K. 

McDill and Charles Jonathan Worrell, all of Koscui- 
sko; 

CLARKE: Joshua Nathanial Lafferty, Quitman; 
HINDS: Tensha Ulonda Brown, Karl I. Robinson 

and Spencer Alan Spane, all of Jackson; 
HOLMES: Jacob Ryne Casey, Goodman; 
JASPER: India Yaschia Curry and Nicole G. Pep¬ 

pers-Crosby, both of Bay Springs; Mark Andrew 
Ishee, Jr. and Elaina Marie James, both of Louin; and 
Ross Tew, Stringer; 

LAUDERDALE: MacKenzie Rae Kangas, Collins- 
ville; Jennifer Remington Jones, Marion; and Jaimie 
Ra'chard Brown, Denisha S. Harris, Zachary P. 
Harris, Kimberly D. Hearn, Temeka Shanta Hopson, 
Shundra Catricia Lindsey, Dorothy Jean Price and 
Marcus Russell Tanner, all of Meridian; 

LEAKE: Lynette Bell, Meagan Danielle Cook, 
Nellie Michal Crenshaw, Tommy G. Deason, Kristi 
Ellis, Chassidy R. Evans, Benjamin R. Farve, Amber 
Griffin, Alexandra Harris, Cindell Hickman, 
Courtney Rachelle Ingram, Lorie Danielle Jenkins, 
Tamara Anise Leflore, Joshua C. Luckett, Shonda 
Rena Marshall, Alisa M. Matlock, Kendrick Nichols, 
Mallory Rebecca Parker, Carrie Elizabeth Dorman 
Perkins, Evelyn Primer, Heather Ray, Amantha 
Roberson, Jennifer Leah Sistrunk, Stephen Martez 
Summers, Katherine Elizabeth Christine Taylor, Akair 
D. Wilder, Traci Harrell Wilson, Kerrie B. Wooten 
and Shelley R. Wright; all of Carthage; Nathan R. 
Wallace, Conehatta; Cheryl Lynn Dowell, Mark 
Bradley Latham and Adam Christopher Wade, all of 
Lena; James Patrick Johnson, III, Madden; and Kristi 
Lynn Allen, Brandon Bolton, Haley Marie Fisher, 
Brittany Herrington and Chasity Odom McDill, all 
of Walnut Grove; 

MONROE: Jordan Anne Patterson, Aberdeen; 

See GRADUATION, page 6 
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Beth Alexander Dru Anderson Noah Cook 

Ashley Henley Jonathan Jackson Julie Gaines 

EC Hall of Fame, Additional 

Award Winners Recognized 

Recipients of Hall of Fame and other 
honors were recognized during the annual 
Awards Day program held May 1, 2008, at 
East Central Community College in Deca¬ 
tur. 

Selection to the Hall of Fame is con¬ 
sidered the highest honor a student can 
receive at the College, according to Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin, ECCC president, who presented 
the awards. 

"To be considered for the prestigious 
honor," Dr. Sutphin said, "students must 
demonstrate exemplary character, superior 
scholarship, worthy leadership and contrib¬ 
ute to the betterment of East Central Com¬ 
munity College." 

Hall of Fame inductees for 2007-08 
include Beth Alexander of Little Rock, Dru 
Anderson of Decatur, Noah Cook, Ashley 
Henley and Jonathan Jackson, all of Hick¬ 
ory; and Julie Gaines of Philadelphia. 

Alexander, a home-schooled student, is 
the daughter of George and Cindy Alexan¬ 
der of Little Rock. 

A Dean's List scholar, she serves as pres¬ 
ident of Phi Theta Kappa, the international 
honor society of the two-year college, 
secretary of the president's council and was 
selected for Who's Who Among Students in 
American Community Colleges. 

She was selected for the 2008 Phi Theta 
Kappa All-USA Academic Third Team for 
Community and Junior Colleges, the 2008 
All-Mississippi Academic First Team and 
was named a New Century Scholar for 
achieving the highest score among Mis¬ 
sissippi students in the All-USA Academic 
Team compeitiion. 

In addition, she is a member of The Tom 
Tom newspaper staff, ECCC Players, EC 
Environmental Club, Baptist Student Union, 
concert choir, Warrior Corps and the Schol¬ 
ars Bowl team. 

She received the EC Players and the 
Scholars's Bowl awards. 

Those nominating Alexander wrote, 
"She is a great student that has been very 
involved in campus activities during her 
time at ECCC." 

Anderson is the daughter of Max and 
Pat Anderson of Decatur. 

A President's List Scholar, she serves as 
president'of the Student Body Association, 
co-president of the Warrior Corps student 
recruiting organization, and was vice presi¬ 
dent of her freshman class. 

She was selected a freshman homecom¬ 
ing maid and was elected the 2007 Home¬ 
coming Queen. 

In addition, she is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the cheerleading squad, Lady 
Warrior tennis team, Ac'cents show choir, 
Baptist Student Union, Wesley Foundation 
and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

Those nominating her wrote, "Dru is 
a student that is very involved in campus 
organizations, respected by all her peers 
and has maintained a great CPA. She is 
a young lady that has it all, but I've never 
seen any sign of an ego." 

Cook is the son of Sidney and Stacy 
Cook of Hickory. 

A President's and Dean's List scholar, 
he serves as vice president of Alpha Alpha 
Epsilon engineering club and was selected 
for Who's Who Among Students in Ameri¬ 
can Community Colleges. 

In addition, he is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the cheerleading squad, Baptist Stu¬ 
dent Union, concert choir, chamber choir, 
the Collegians, Warrior soccer team, tennis 
team and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

He was selected Most Improved on the 
cheerleading squad and received the Hustle 
Award for men's soccer. 

Those nominating Cook wrote, "He is 
a very outgoing student who always has a 
smile on his face. He is very creative and 
always strives to reach his potential." 

Henley is the daughter of Ken and Kim 
Henley of Hickory. 

A President's List Scholar, she serves as 
vice president for scholarship for Phi Theta 
Kappa, was selected a Coca-Cola Scholar 
and was named to Who's Who Among 
American Community College Students. 

In addition, she is a member of Students 
in Free Enterprise, Baptist Student Union, 
Wesley Foundation, EC Environmental 
Club, Scholars Bowl, Diamond Darlings, EC 
Players and the Lady Warrior tennis team. 

Those nominating her wrote, "She is 
a student with an outstanding academic 
record as well as an active participant in 
numerous campus organizations." 

Jackson is the son of Rita Jackson of 
Hickory. 

A President's and Dean's List scholar, 
he was selected for the Phi Theta Kappa 
All-Mississippi Academic Second Team and 
serves as membership co-chair for Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. He was 
selected for the Mississippi Community 
College All-State Band and was named to 
Who's Who Among Students In American 
Community Colleges. 

In addition, he is a member of the Wall 
O' Sound Marching Band, concert band, 
Mu Alpha Theta, Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, 
Warrior Corps and Wesley Foundation. 

Those nominating Jackson wrote, 
"He is a very humble individual who has 
maintained a very high CPA while being 
involved in campus activities. He does 
everything he attempts to do to the best of 
his abilities." 

Gaines is the daughter of Keith and Rita 
Gains of Philadelphia. 

A President's and Dean's List Scholar, 
she serves as secretary of the Student Body 
Association and was president of her fresh¬ 
man class. She was also named to Who's 
Who Among Students in American Com¬ 
munity Colleges. 

In addition, she is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, Baptist Student Union, Fel¬ 
lowship of Christian Athletes, Warrior 
Corps, Lady Warrior tennis team, Sigma 
Sigma Mu Tau and the Tom Tom newspa¬ 
per staff. 

Those nominating her wrote, "She is 
a superb student that is highly motivated, 
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Boler, Ferguson Named 

Instructors of the Year 

Tanya Boler of Conehatta and 
Christy Ferguson of Philadelphia 
were recently named Academic and 
Career-Technical Instructors of the 
Year, respectively, at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 

They will be honored during the 
College's annual end-of-the-year 
faculty luncheon in May. 

An English instructor, Boler has 
been employed at the College since 
2002 and teaches English Composi¬ 
tion I and II and American Literature 
I and II. She has also held similar 
positions at Union and Philadelphia 
high schools. 

When notified of her selection, 
Boler said she was "honored and 
humbled" by the distinction. 
She said she became a teacher 
because of her love of writing. 

"I chose to be an English teacher 
because I have always loved to 
write and I am an obsessive reader. 
I wanted to somehow pass those skills on to stu¬ 
dents," Boler said. 

The variety of her days is what Boler says she 
likes most about the field of education. 

"I rarely do the same thing two days in a row. I 
also enjoy knowing that when I do a good job, I am 
making the world a little better. Someone will be a 
better teacher, nurse, child care provider or electri¬ 
cian because I have done my best to teach him or 
her." 

A graduate of Union High School, Boler said 
her own instructors provided much influence on her 
career. 

"Ms. Carol Shackelford (who now serves as 
chairman of the Communications Division at 
ECCC), Ms. Lynn Savell and Ms. Billie Freeman at 
Union High School gave me a wonderful founda¬ 
tion in English and they each encouraged me to 
express myself in creative writing, journalism and 
drama. 

"I was greatly influenced by Mr. Ovid Vickers 
and Dr. Richard Etheridge at ECCC. They showed 
me just how diverse effective instruction could be. 

"Dr. Greg Bentley at MSU (Mississippi State Uni¬ 
versity) was the professor who most influenced my 
graduate studies. He showed me, by example, how 
to make literature classes relevant and exciting. He 
was probably the teacher who was most exacting 
and harshest in the grading of my papers during my 
entire college career." 

Boler added that former ECCC instructor and 
department chairman Linda Pierce was also her 
"unofficial" mentor for her entire career. 

"She was my student teaching supervisor, my 
department chair at Newton County High School 
and my division chair at ECCC for five years. Much 
of what I know about effective teaching I learned 
from Linda Pierce. I am quite indebted to her." 

Boler has also been honored on various occa¬ 
sions in her career, including being named Star 
Teacher, the Good Apple Teacher's Award and 
a Lamplighter honoree, which honors outstand¬ 
ing community and junior college instructors. In 
addition, she was selected for Who's Who Among 
America's Teachers. 

"I think the years I was honored as StarTeacer 
and was given the Good Apple Teacher's Award at 
Philadelphia High School were the most affirming 
years for me," Boler said. "Star Teacher is chosen 
by the Star Student and the Good Apple Award is 
chosen by the teachers. My fellow teachers and my 
students are the best judges of the quality of my 
teaching, and to be honored by the people who 
know what I do every day is rewarding. 

"However, as a 2004 Lamplighter honoree, the 
three-day retreat with all the inspirational activities 
was just what I needed to be rejuvenated!" 

Boler is a 1985 graduate of East Central Com¬ 
munity College and received bachelor and master's 
degrees from Mississippi State University. 

She is a member of the Mississippi Council of 
Teachers of English and the National Council of 
Teachers of English. 

Boler and her husband, Ricky, have two chil¬ 
dren, Corey and Aislin. 

Ferguson joined the East Central staff in 1999 
and serves as a Business and Office Technology 
instructor. She teaches courses in medical transcrip¬ 
tion, machine transcription, microcomputer appli¬ 
cations, desktop publishing, integrated computer 
applications, keyboarding and electronic spread¬ 
sheet. She previously served as an adjunct instructor 
for East Mississippi Community College and is a 
former business education teacher at Central Acad¬ 
emy in Macon. 

Upon receiving this honor, Ferguson said, "The 
Career Technical Division has wonderful instruc¬ 
tors and to be selected from that group is an honor. 
I have never been a person to seek recognition. I 
have always encouraged the praise of others, so 
this is a humbling experience for me to receive this 
award." 

The enjoyment of learning new technology 
helped push Ferguson towards a career in teaching. 

"While taking a business and computer technol- 

See INSTRUCTORS, page 4 
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Editor Encourages Continued Readership 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

It seems strange that only 
a few short months ago, my 
mother and I packed up my car 
with my belongings and made 
the long ten minute drive from 
my childhood home to a new 
adventure. An adventure that 
had me shaking inside. Once 
we arrived at Erma Lee Barber 
Hall, I was the most scared I 
have ever been about trying 
something new. 

As a child, I hated 
sleepovers because I got home¬ 
sick; how could I possible LIVE 
away from home? Once we 
moved my priceless treasures 
into my new room, I knew 
there was no turning back. As 
my roommate, who was also 
my best friend, joined me in 
the room and my mother drove 
off, I felt a sense of freedom 
and fear all at the same time. 

As I awoke the next day, I 
couldn't believe how nervous 
I was. As I saw my classmates 
file into the room I felt uneasy 
as each unfamiliar face came 
through the door. I soon real¬ 
ized that college had more 
people for me to meet than 
I had ever dreamed. As the 
day went on then second day 
of classes began, I felt a little 
better as I slowly saw more 
people that I knew. 

As I began to engage myself 
in extra curricular activities, 
the more people I met. Most 
of these people have become 
some of my best friends. Now 
as this school year is dwin¬ 
dling down to the last few 
weeks before the wonderful 
summer vacation, I find it hard 
to believe that there are so 

many people moving on with 
their lives that I may never see 
again. I've gotten so used to 
seeing many of these people 
each day; I find it hard to imag¬ 
ine not seeing them. 

It is the graduates and 
retiring faculty and staff that I 
dedicate this final installment 
of The Tom-Tom for the school 
year of 2007-2008. I also want 
to express my thanks to the 
people who have had the most 
impact on me this year and 
whom I will have to do without 
next year. Britni, I can't thank 
you enough for helping me 
learn the ropes with the annual 
this year. 

I hope that I can do just 
as good of a job as you have. 
Brookes and Jennifer, I can't 
imagine drama practice being 
so entertaining without the 
two of you. To all the other 
sophomores involved in 
Grease, thanks for making it so 
memorable for me. It was great 
getting to work will each and 
every one of you. 

Even though I was the 
youngest on the tennis team 
this year, Dru, Julie, Ashley, 
Nichole, and Cheryl, always 
made me feel welcome—thank 
you all so much. It wasn't easy 
being new and the only fresh¬ 
man, but you all made it easier. 

Brackett, you are awesome; 
I love working with you and 
am so glad I had you around 
to keep me out of trouble this 
year. Leslie, I'm so glad that 
I got to spend one more year 
with you. You know you are 
like my sister and I am going to 
miss you so much next year. 

Finally, to my newspaper 
staff, thank you for all the great 
memories this year. I know we 
are going to have an awesome 

time next year and I hope to 
see all of you there. We have 
a lot of changes planned and 
I will need all of you. I also 
want to thank the remaining 
sophomores; your impact on 
East Central has been wonder¬ 
ful. Campus will not be the 
same without you. I wish you 
all best wishes in your future 
and may it be bright and all 
you hope for. 

To our retiring instructors, 
the newspaper staff would 
like to wish you all the best. 
Thank you for giving your time 
and energy to the countless 
number of students throughout 
the years. You will be severely 
missed. Without you through 
the years, East Central would 
not have been the same. 

The students would not 
have been the same. Words 
cannot express how much you 
will be missed. We shall always 
remember the impact you have 
had. 

In closing, I hope everyone 
has enjoyed reading The Tom- 
Tom this year. As many changes 
will be occurring next year, I 
hope everyone will continue 
to read the paper. Thank you 
for being so devoted. With¬ 
out the students, faculty, staff, 
and administration, the paper 
would not be possible. Con¬ 
tinue to keep making wonder¬ 
ful news. 

I offer this advice to my 
fellow freshmen and returning 
students, don't let the words of 
others keep you down. Go with 
your gut, no matter what others 
may think. In the words of Dr. 
Seuss, "Be who you are and say 
what you feel because those 
that matter don't mind and 
those who mind don't matter." 
See you all next year! 

The Death Penalty: Unlawful Justice? 

By SHAUN COOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Since its establishment in 
1977, the death penalty by 
lethal injection has caused con¬ 
troversy among the American 
society. While some assert that 
the inmate is getting what he or 
she deserves, others assert that 
no human has proper jurisdic¬ 
tion over someone else's right 
to life. The issue has plagued 
our society for generations 
as our prisons fill up and the 
number of death row inmates 
climbs. 

In recent weeks, the 
Supreme Court upheld the use 
of lethal injection within the 
state of Kentucky as a means of 
carrying out a death sentence. 
Controversy has surfaced, once 
again, as to the constitutionality 
of the death penalty. 

In Kentucky, the issue has 
been surrounding claims that 
death by lethal injection poses 
"an unconstitutional risk" that 
would cause the sentenced to 
"suffer acute yet undetectable 
pain." In the end, thee court 
ruled 7-to-2 in favor of the 
death penalty by lethal injec¬ 
tion. According to Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts Jr., the opposi- 

tion to the death penalty must 
show that there is a "demon¬ 
strated risk of severe pain," and 
that there are "feasible" alterna¬ 
tives that would reduce the risk 
of error or pain. 

Two males that are currently 
on Kentucky's death row are 
responsible for bringing this 
appeal to the Supreme Court. 
Ralph Baze and Thomas C. 
Bowling have both been con¬ 
victed of committing double 
murders and requested that the 
Supreme Court rule in their 
favor because they believe that 
the method poses an "unneces¬ 
sary risk" to the inmates. 

While there are states that 
use execution methods similar 
to the one used in Kentucky, 
several of them have imple¬ 
mented "safeguards" that 
ensure that the inmate is fully 
put to sleep before other drugs 
are administered that paralyze 
the inmate and stop the heart. 
The issue here is whether or not 
Kentucky should implement 
these "safeguards" to ensure 
that no pain is felt during . 
execution. 

Not only in Kentucky, 
however, has conflict arisen 
surrounding the death penalty. 
In Louisiana, two men are on 
death row for "raping young 
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girls" and "are the only two 
people in the country who have 
been sentenced to death for a 
crime in which death did not 
result." 

In my opinion, the entire 
matter of whether or not the 
death penalty by lethal injec¬ 
tion is unconstitutional because 
it may cause "acute yet 
undetectable pain" is simply 
ludicrous. I do not see why 
anyone, especially those who 
are guilty of capital crimes, 
even worries about the level of 
pain caused during the proce¬ 
dure. 

I can honestly say that I 
don't believe that anyone on 
death row who is guilty of 
committing the crimes brought 
against them thought about 
the pain they were inflicting 
on their victims as they were 
brutally killed. I am sure that 
those two men in Louisiana 
did not think about the last¬ 
ing damage and turmoil they 
have placed on those young 
girls who have to live with their 
rapes their entire lives. 

Why, then, should anyone 
else be so concerned with 
the level of pain that a guilty 
inmate feels as they are put to 
death? 

The fact that this matter was 
able to go through the court 
system and waste taxpayers' 
dollars confounds me. It is 
already bad enough that, while 
alive, guilty inmates are taken 

Welfare Abuse: We Can Make a Difference 

By SHAUN COOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

As I sit at my computer 
and ponder how I am going to 
begin this article, I am struck 
with the urge to thank every¬ 
one for their comments on my 
last article, "Welfare: A Twisted 
System." 

My ultimate goal as a 
reporter is to catch the reader's 
attention and force them to 
think about issues that our 
society must face on a daily 
basis. It seems to me that I 
have accomplished my goal. 

After publication of my 
previous article, the Missis¬ 
sippi Department of Human 
Services contacted me regard¬ 
ing my concerns over the state 
of the food stamp system. 
That simple yet important act 
proved to me that there are 
people who read our articles 
and critically think about the 
information that we present to 
the community. 

While not able to comment 
in detail on the state of the 
welfare system, Julia Bryan, qf 
the Mississippi Department of 
Human Services, was able to 
shed some light on the subject 
of food stamp fraud and the 
department's stand on prosecu¬ 
tion of fraudulent applicants. 

According to Ms. Bryan, 
there is a "Division of Program 
Integrity (PI)" whose purpose 
is to investigate "all reports of 
abuse within programs admin¬ 
istered by the agency including 
food stamp fraud." While this 
organization does deal with the 
food stamp program, it does 
not "administer or monitor the 
Medicaid program." 

Within the PI, there is an 
Office of Fraud Investigations 
that is "charged with detection, 
investigation, and verifica¬ 
tion of alleged fraud in federal 
public assistance programs, 
primarily the food stamp and 
TANF programs." 

In fact, in 2007, the Office 
of Fraud Investigations got 

"2,681 suspected program vio¬ 
lation claims from the Division 
of Economic Assistance." Of 
the claims that were reported, 
1,305 claims were deemed to 
be "intentional program viola¬ 
tions" and the program was 
able to "establish repayment 
and/or recoupment agreements 
for a total of $1,702,452." That 
is $1,702,452 that will return 
back to the hands of needy 
individuals. 

Not only that, but also in 
2007, the Office of Special 
Investigations worked with the 
"United States Department 
of Agriculture and other law 
enforcement entities" to carry 
out "trafficking investigations 
[of food stamps] involving 32 
retailers." 

The investigations carried 
out are primarily used to exam¬ 
ine "retailers that are autho¬ 
rized to accept and redeem 
food stamps and clients who 
sell food stamps for cash and/or 
goods other than food items as 
defined by U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition 
Services." In all, through these 
investigati.ons, a tptal qf,five 
arrests were made of retailers 
for a "total restitution amount 
of $10,456." 

While she was not able 
to go into grave detail about 
the welfare system, Ms. Bryan 
did made a note of letting me 
know that "welfare rolls are 
down by some 73 percent 
since the implementation of 
Welfare Reform." 

This comes as a pleasant 
surprise to me because any 
decrease in the number of 
un-needy welfare recipients 
means that more money can 
be devoted to individuals who 
truly need the assistance or to 
other government programs 
that are in need of funding. 

While I am glad that our 
government has established 
programs that target fraudulent 
recipients, I am still worried by 
the individuals who are able to 
bypass the system's safeguards. 

Like many others I have 

received feedback from, I 
am deeply disturbed by any 
individual who is capable of 
taking government assistance 
and wasting it. For example, I 
have seen families on welfare 
where the mother is dressed in 
the latest fashions with a new 
hairstyle and her nails done 
while her children are sick, 
dirty, and wearing clothes that 
are no longer fit to be worn. 
For these children, my heart 
goes out to them. 

They are the reason why I 
feel compelled to bring this 
situation to public attention. 
Thankfully, there is something 
that all of us can do to help 
rectify the situation. 

By reporting cases of 
believed fraud to the Depart¬ 
ment of Human Services, we 
are one step closer in making 
sure that the aid gets to the 
individuals that it truly need 
it the most. Simply call the 
"Hotline" at 1-800-299-6905 
to report any alleged abuse or 
fraud of any MDHS program. 
To report Medicaid fraud, 
simply call 1-800-880-5920 
a^/'k3![Sport- , Wfi&muOT 

If we all take the initiative 
and report cases of seemingly 
fraudulent behavior or abuse 
that we come in contact with, 
we can take control of the situ¬ 
ation and let those who abuse 
the system know that they will 
get caught. 

In the words of the Execu¬ 
tive Director, Donald R.Taylor: 
"Every dollar misspent, mis¬ 
used or stolen is one dollar less 
available to those in need." I, 
for one, am determined to do 
my part and make sure that 
children in those types of situ¬ 
ations are properly taken care 
of and that individuals like 
"Sarah" get the help that they 
deserve. 

I strongly urge all readers to 
take a similar initiative. Our tax 
dollars are going to fund these 
programs, so it is our duty to 
make sure they are spent right. 

care of by the state in prisons 
that are funded by tax money 
that could be used to educate 
our youth, fix our nation's ghet¬ 
tos, and stimulate our weaken¬ 
ing economy. In prison, they 
are guaranteed a bed to sleep 
in, three meals a day, and 
free education. Many of our 
nation's poorest individuals are 
not able to take advantage of 

these services, yet we provide 
them for our criminals. This is 
twisted to me. 

Now, guilty inmates have 
used even more money to 
send this case through the 
legal system because they are 
looking for sympathy. I don't 
feel any sympathy for some¬ 
one who is capable of brutally 
murdering two people or raping 

young children. Leave it to 
me and I would have them all 
sentenced to dying by the same 
means as their victims had to 
endure. Let's see, then, how 
many individuals complain at 
the unconstitutionality of the 
death penalty. I can safely say 
that such a policy would shed a 
whole new light on the situa¬ 
tion. 

True Grit: There's More Than One Way to Plow a Garden 

By LAURYN LOPER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Today, while trying to study 
for one of my many final 
exams, I noticed an elderly 
gentleman in the next yard 
slowly wheeling out a little 
garden tiller. As he prepared to 
crank it I groaned in frustration, 
upset that he was disturbing the 
quiet I needed for concentra¬ 
tion. 

A few minutes later the con¬ 
tinued silence caught my atten¬ 
tion. The tiller was old with a 

handle requiring a quick yank 
to make it crank and his feeble 
efforts were not even making it 
cough, much less crank. 

I thought that maybe I 
should offer to help, but real¬ 
ized the only entrance through 
the fence was the front yard 
and that plowing his garden 
might be his only entertainment 
for the day. 

Every few minutes he would 
pause, rest in his rocker and 
puff his pipe, then ease back 
to his feet and try again. My 
admiration for his perseverance 
grew as he struggled for nearly 

an hour and I anxiously waited 
for the sound of the motor, sure 
that his determination would 
pay off. 

Just as these thoughts passed 
through my mind, he stopped 
pulling the handle, turned, and 
slowly wheeled the tiller back 
into the shed. 

Severely disappointed I 
started to leave thinking that 
maybe determination really 
doesn't matter as much as 
people say it does. Then out of 
the corner of my eye I saw him 
totter from the shed carrying a 
hoe. 

The realization came over 
me that here was a perfect 
example of true grit and 
determination. It also made me 
realize how many times I've 
given up before I've tried all the 
solutions to my problem. 

Sometimes we become so 
frustrated over the obstacles in 
our path that we lose sight of 
the ultimate overall goal. 

Hopefully this lesson will 
stick with me so that next time 
I can't get the tiller to crank, I'll 
remember that there is more 
than one way to plow a garden. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors Split 

With Holmes In Division Battle 

Robert Westbrook's two- 
run homer in the bottom of 
the sixth snapped a 1 -1 tie and 
led to East Central Commu¬ 
nity College's 3-1 victory over 
Holmes Community College 
in the first game of an MACJC 
Central Division doubleheader 
Wednesday (April 23) after¬ 
noon at the Clark/Gay Base¬ 
ball Complex on the Decatur 
campus. 

The Diamond Warriors fell 
6-3 in the nightcap but are 
still in the hunt for a spot in 
the state tournament with two 
division games remaining - a 
doubleheader set for Monday 
(April 28) with East Mississippi 
Community College in Scooba. 
(Results of the doubleheader 
were not available at press 
time.) 

East Central, the defending 
state champions, sports a 26-21 
overall record and 8-6 mark in 
division play following the split 
with Holmes. 

In addition to Westbrook, 
a product of Newton County 
High School, other hitters for 
EC in the win over Holmes 
were Jacob Casey of Union, 
ZeEricka Hall of Carthage and 
Clint Coleman of Louisville, 
who had singles each. 

Right-hander Steven Barnes, 
a product of Covington High 
School in Folson, La., allowed 
just two hits through six innings 
to earn the win for EC on the 
mound. He fanned three bat- 

Robert Westbrook's two-run homer on this swing helped give 
the Diamond Warriors a 3-1 victory in the first game of a double- 
header with division opponent Holmes Community College 
Wednesday in Decatur. Westbrook's blast came in the sixth inning 
and snapped a 1-1 tie. East Central fell 6-3 in the nightcap but 
remains in a tight race for a playoff spot. 

ters and walked two. Brian 
Jones, a right-hander from 
Allen County High School in 
Adolphus, Ky., pitched a score¬ 
less inning to earn the save. He 
fanned one batter and allowed 
no hits. 

In the second contest, 
Holmes scored four runs in the 
third and single runs in the fifth 
and seven innings to notch the 
victory. EC scored all its runs in 
the sixth. 

Josh Lafferty of Quitman led 
the EC offense with a double 
and two RBIs. Singles each 
were recorded by Casey, Jones, 

Coleman and Chris Parkman, 
a product of Raleigh High 
School. 

Starter Jesus Aleman of Belle 
Glade, Fla., took the loss for 
EC on mound. The right-hander 
allowed four runs on four hits 
through three and one-third 
innings. He fanned three bat¬ 
ters and walked two. Southpaw 
Mack Creighton of Quitman 
pitched two and two-third 
innings, allowing two runs and 
six hits. He fanned one batter. 
Jones finished the game on the 
mound and allowed one hit. 
He also fanned one batter. 

Warrior Tennis Team Defeats Jones 

A 5-4 win over Jones 
County Junior College con¬ 
cluded regular season com¬ 
petition for the East Central 
Community College men's 
team which evened its record 
to 8-8 for the 2008 campaign. 

The Warriors have now set 
their sights on the MACJC State 
Tournament scheduled Aprirc 

24-26 in Hattiesburg. 
In the victory over Jones, 

EC players winning in doubles 
were Matt Wade of Forest and 
"Scooter" Walker of Hickory, 
who posted an 8-5 decision 
over Miles Nerren and Brian 
Martin, and Chris King of 
Louisville and Lorenzo Jones 
of Newton, who clipped Chris 
Guizeiz and Aaron Stricklin by 
a 9-7 margin. 

Keith Brown of Forest and 
Josh Moore of Newton fell 9-7 
in their doubles match with 

Casey Dykes and Cole Pas- 
torek. 

In singles competition, 
Walker defeated Dykes 6-0, 
7-5; Wade beat Guizerix 6-1, 
6-3; and Phillip Savell of Phila¬ 
delphia cruised past Jonathan 
Myrick 6-2, 6-1. 

Brown, Moore and Jones 
were defeated in their respec¬ 
tive matches. 

In women's action, the 
Lady Warriors fell 7-2 to the 
Lady Bobcats and finished 
season competition with a 5-11 
record. The ECCC women are 
scheduled to compete in the 
MACJC State Tournament April 
17-19 in Meridian. 

EC winners against JCJC 
include Dm Anderson of Deca¬ 
tur and Nichole Ball of Lou¬ 
isville, who defeated Lauren 
Wallace and Erica Walker 8-3 
in doubles. Ball also won her 

singles match against Bess 
Butler by a 6-1, 4-6, 10-7 
score. 

Julie Gaines of Philadelphia 
and Cheryl Dowel I of Lena 
fell 8-3 in their doubles match 
with Rachel Whaley and J.J. 
Benson, and Ashley Henley of 
Hickory and Kylie Rigdon of 
tlriibn 'were also not success¬ 
ful, as they fell 8-0 to Butler 
and Kelsey Roberts. 

In singles competition, 
Anderson fell to Wallace 
(6-4,7-6,10-8), Gaines lost to 
Walker (6-1, 6-2), Dowell was 
edged by Whaley (6-3, 6-1), 
Henley was beaten by Benson 
(6-1, 6-0) and Rigdon was 
clipped by Roberts (6-1, 6-2). 

ECCC tennis coaches are 
Dianne and Pat O'Neil and 
Kyle Watson. 

ECCC Lady Warrior Basketball Signees 

East Central Community Col¬ 
lege welcomed new members 
of its women's basketball team 
during a scholarship signing 
ceremony held April 10 in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa¬ 
tion Building on the Decatur 
campus. Joining the Lady War¬ 
riors for 2008-09 are (seated 
from left) Danielle Cole, a 5-7 
guard from Philadelphia High 
School; Hannah Lee, a 5-10 
forward from Leake Academy; 
and Yolanda Jones, a 5-6 guard 
from Lake High School. Cole, a 
three-time District Player of the 
Year and All-District selection, 
received honorable mention All-State honors and participated in Mississippi and Mississippi/Ala¬ 
bama All-Star Games. She made The Clarion-Ledger All-State Team and was an ECCC All-Tourna¬ 
ment Team selection. Team awards received include best offensive player for three consecutive years 
and best rebounder for two seasons. Lee, a 5-10 forward, was named MPSA Girls' Player of the 
Year after helping lead the Rebelettes to the Academy AA championship and the semifinals of the 
Academy Overall Tournament. Leake finished with a 42-1 record. Lee, who averaged 13 points per 
game, is also a three-time All-State and All-District selection and won the team free-throw award for 
three consecutive seasons. Jones, a 5-6 guard, was named to the AII-2A State Tournament and All- 
ECCC Tournament teams. She is also a three-time All-District selection and twice was named on the 
All-Scott County Team. In addition, she is a recipient of the Lady Hornets' most valuable player and 
best free throw shooter awards. Standing from left are Bill Smith, ECCC women's head basketball 
coach; Lisa Hutchins, Cole's mother; Doyle Wolverton, Leake Academy girls' head basketball coach; 
Tammy and Jeff Lee of Philadelphia, Hannah's parents; and Victor Gilstrap, Lake girls' head basket¬ 
ball coach. 

Lee Inks Softball Scholarship 

Softball standout Hannah Lee (seated center) 
of Leake Academy is shown signing a national 
letter of intent to continue her athletic career at 
East Central Community College in Decatur. Lee, 
a first baseman/outfielder, is a two-time All-State 
and All-District selection. She also received 
All-Star, District MVP and best defensive player 
honors. Shown with the new Lady Diamond 
Warrior are her parents, Tammy and Jeff Lee of 
Philadelphia, and (standing from left) Scott Hill, 
ECCC head softball coach, and Doyle Wolverton, 
Leake Academy girls' head basketball coach. 

ECCC Lady Diamond Warriors Fall in 

State Tourney; Prepare for Region 23 

Whitnee White of Neshoba Central, shown in this photo of an 
earlier game against Northeast Mississippi Community College, had 
a double and three singles during ECCC's state tournament opener 
against Itawamba Community College. 

East Central Community 
College's hopes for a state 
softball title were nixed by the 
Lady Tigers of Northeast Missis¬ 
sippi Community College who 
scored the winning run in the 
bottom of the seventh to claim 
a 5-4 decision Friday night in 
the MACJC State Tournament 
held at Clinton High School. 

The Lady Diamond War¬ 
riors began the double-elimi¬ 
nation event by defeating 
Itawamba Community College 
9-1 Thursday afternoon then 
fell 6-0 to Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College Thursday 
night. East Central rallied to 
defeat host Hinds Community 
College 6-3 Friday afternoon 
prior to falling to Northeast in 
an elimination game. 

Gulf Coast and Copiah-Lin¬ 
coln will battle for the state title 
Tuesday in Clinton. The cham¬ 
pionship game was scheduled 
for Saturday but was resched¬ 
uled due to the weather. 

East Central, which sports a 
26-16 overall mark under fifth- 
year head coach Scott Hill, 
is among six teams to qualify 
for the Region i3 Tournament 

scheduled May 2-4 at Trace- 
way Park in Clinton. The Lady 
Diamond Warriors begin the 
double-elimination event by 
taking on Northeast at 2 p.m. 
Friday. 

The Lady Diamond Warriors 
managed just four hits in the 
loss to Northeast, singles each 
by Sondreia Hillie of Neshoba 
Central, Shenique Brass of 
Philadelphia, Haley Chipley of 
Carthage and Allison Phillips of 
Leake Academy. 

East Central scored single 
runs in the third and sixth 
innings and two in the seventh. 
Northeast tallied three runs 
in the first, one in the third 
and the game-winner in the 
seventh. 

Erin Breland of Philadel¬ 
phia took the loss for EC on 
the mound, allowing five runs 
on eight hits through five and 
two-thirds innings. She walked 
one batter. 

In the win over Hinds, EC 
erased a 3-1 deficit by scor¬ 
ing five runs in the top of the 
seventh for the 6-3 victory. 

EC hitters were, Brass, 
triple; and Hillie, Chipley, 

Phillips, Lindsey Stevens of 
Newton County, Amy Sharp 
of Neshoba Central and Emily 
Thrash of Sebastopol, singles 
each. Brass and Thrash led in 
RBIs with two each. Hillie also 
knocked in a run. 

Amber Smith of Union went 
the distance in earning the win 
for EC on the mound, allow¬ 
ing three runs on eight hits. 
She fanned three batters and 
walked six. 

In the loss to Co-Lin, the 
Lady Diamond Warriors man¬ 
aged just three hits, a triple by 
Brass and singles by Hillie and 
Thrash. 

The Lady Wolves scored 
three runs in the first, one in 
the fifth and two in the sixth to 
claim the shut out. 

Codee Russell of Leake 
Academy took the loss for EC 
on the mound, allowing four 
runs on four hits through five 
innings. 

EC pounded 12 hits in cruis¬ 
ing past Itawamba to begin 
tournament action. 

Whitnee White of Neshoba 
Central led the offense with 
a double and three singles. 
Laura Smith, also a Neshoba 
Central product, had a double 
and,single, and Hillie belted 
two singles. Recording doubles 
each were Brass and Lindsey 
Stevens of Newton County. 
Singles each were registered 
by Phillips and Amy Sharp of 
Neshoba Central. 

White and Smith led in RBIs 
with two each. 

East Central scored single 
runs in the first and second 
innings, two runs in both the 
third and fourth innings and 
three runs in the third. 

Amber Smith of Union went 
the distance for the EC in the 
six-inning matchup to earn the 
win. She allowed just one run 
on one hit. She fanned two bat¬ 
ters and walked two. 

ECCC Baseball Sophomores Honored 

Sophomore members of the East Central Community College Diamond Warrior baseball team 
were honored Saturday, April 19, during "Sophomore Recognition Day," held prior to the College's 
doubleheader split with Copiah-Lincoln Community College. East Central won the first game by 
a 4-2 margin, but fell 10-4 in the nightcap. Diamond Warriors shown with their special guests 
include (from left) assistant coach Michael Avalon, pitcher Jesus' Aleman of Belle Galde, Fla; second 
baseman Jacob Casey of Union, pitcher Mack Creighton of Stonewall, pitcher/utility player Terrell 
Hendrix of Starkville, shortstop Brian Jones of Scottsville, KY; manager Justin Joyner of Little Rock, 
infielder/outfielder Josh Lafferty of Quitman, catcher Chris Parkman of Raleigh, pitcher Gregory 
Stovall of Philadelphia, pitcher/first baseman Robert Westbrook of Little Rock, infielder/outfielder 
Deon Williams of Tuscaloosa, AL, and head coach Neal Holliman. 

ECCC Sophomore Lady Warriors Honored 

These sophomore members of the East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team were 
honored during "Sophomore Recognition Day," held prior to the College's doubleheader sweep of 
East Mississippi Community College on Wednesday, April 16, 2008. Lady Diamond Warriors shown 
with their special guests include (from left) Laura Smith, Whitnee White and Sondreia Hillie, all of 
Neshoba Central; Lindsey Stevens of Newton County and Shenique Brass of Philadelphia. Also pic¬ 
tured is ECCC head coach Scott Hill (far right). 
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Selected Who's Who in Phi Beta Lambda 

These East Central Community College students were recently 
named to Who's Who In Phi Beta Lambda and were recognized 
at the organization's State Leadership Conference held in Tupelo. 
From left are Leslie Nash of Union, Terry Smith of Louisville and 
Brooks Mayes of Newton. Phi Beta Lambda is the premier Business 
Education Organization preparing students for careers in business 
and success in life. Its purpose is to foster a better relationship 
between one another and to cultivate a better understanding of 
business principles in general. 

Mayes Receives Prestigious 

PBL Scholarship 

East Central Community Col¬ 
lege sophomore Brookes Mayes 
of Newton was presented the 
Rufus T. jones Scholarship at the 
annual State Phi Beta Lambda 
Leadership Conference held in 
Tupelo. Mayes is the lone PBL 
member in the state to receive 
the award, which was estab¬ 
lished to recognize Jones' years 
of outstanding service and dedi¬ 
cation to Mississippi Future Busi¬ 
ness Leaders of America and Phi 
Beta Lambda. The scholarship 
is presented yearly to one PBL 
member who has shown dedica¬ 
tion to FBLA/PBL through outstanding service and leadership. 
Mayes also received various awards at the state competition 
and will compete with other ECCC students at the National 
PBL Leadership Conference June 21-24 in Atlanta. 

New ECCC Basketball Warriors 

Former Newton High School basketball standouts Steve 
Edwards (seated left) and Jeremy "Chucky" Curry are shpwn sign¬ 
ing national letters of intent with East Central Community Col¬ 
lege during a scholarship signing ceremony held April 10 in the 
Brackeen-Wood Gym on the Decatur campus. Edwards, a 6-1 
shooting guard, averaged 16.6 points and four steals per contest 
while Curry, a 6-6 power forward, averaged 13.3 points and 10 
rebounds. Both players received All-Region 5-2A and All-State 
2-A recognition following the Tigers' state championship season. 
Newton finished season action with a 36-5 record. Pictured with 
the new Warriors are (standing from left) Crandal Porter, NHS 
head basketball coach; Edwards' parents, Steve and Julie Edwards; 
Curry's mother, Ann Curry; and Maurice Bowie, ECCC men's head 
basketball coach. 

Dickerson Receives State PBL Honor 

Josh Dickerson (right) of Union, a freshman at East Central 
Community College in Decatur, will serve as Phi Beta Lambda 
State Parliamentarian for 2008-09. Dickerson was appointed to 
the position after scoring the highest mark on the Parliamentary 
Procedure Test at the organization's state conference held recently 
in Tupelo. Dickerson also received various awards at state com¬ 
petition and will compete with numerous other ECCC students at 
the National PBL Leadership Conference scheduled June 21-24 in 
Atlanta. Also pictured is ECCC sophomore Terry Smith of Louis¬ 
ville, who served this past year at PBL State Parliamentarian. Smith 
represented the state chapter at conferences in Chicago, Birming¬ 
ham, Meridian, and most recently at the state meeting in Tupelo. 
Smith was also honored at the state conference with his selection 
to Who's Who in Phi Beta Lambda. 
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INSTRUCTORS (Continued from page 1) 

SUMMER CLASSES (Continued from page 1) 

Course offerings on the 
Decatur campus include 
General Biology I and Lab, 
Anatomy and Physiology I and 
Lab, General Chemistry II and 
Lab, English Composition II, 
Intermediate Algebra, Micro¬ 
computer Applications, English 
Literature II, College Algebra, 
Music Appreciation, General 
Biology II and Lab and Anat¬ 
omy and Physiology II and Lab. 

Classes scheduled in Choc- 
taw include American History I 
and American History II. 
TEN-WEEK EVENING 
SESSION 

A 10-week evening session 
is also part of the summer class 
schedule and gets underway on 
Tuesday, May 27 on the Deca¬ 
tur campus and various loca¬ 
tions throughout the College's 
five-county district. Classes end 
on Monday, August 4. The last 
day to register is Tuesday, June 
3. 
DECATUR 

Courses offerings include 
Emergency Medical Techni¬ 
cian, Anatomy and Physiology 
II and Lab, Human Growth 
and Development, General 
Psychology, Principles of 
Economics I, College Algebra, 
Introduction to Sociology, 
Principles of Accounting I, 
Microcomputer Applications, 
English Composition I, Eng¬ 
lish Composition II, American 
Literature II, American History 
II, Baseball Theory, American 
National Government, Oral 
Communication, The Legal 
Environment of Business, Mar¬ 
riage and Family, Introduction 
to Computer Science, Prin¬ 
ciples of Economics II, World 
Civilization I and Intermediate 
Algebra. 
CHOCTAW 

Evening classes offered at 
the Choctaw Hospitality Insti¬ 
tute in Choctaw include Food 
and Beverage Control, Conven¬ 
tion and Meeting Planning, 
Developmental Algebra, Eng¬ 
lish Composition I, American 
History I, Intermediate Algebra, 
Introduction to Sociology, 
American History II, Personal 
and Community Health, Devel¬ 
opmental English I and English 
Composition II. 
FOREST 

Evening classes offered at 
the Forest/Scott County Career 
and Technology Center include 
English Composition II, Ameri¬ 

can History I, General Psy¬ 
chology, English Composition 
I, Oral Communication and 
American Literature I. 
CARTHAGE 

Evening classes offered at 
the Leake County Vocational 
Center in Carthage include 
American Literature I, Nutri¬ 
tion, Trigonometry, English 
Composition I, Human Growth 
and Development, College 
Algebra, English Composition II 
and American History I. 
PHILADELPHIA 

Evening classes offered 
at the Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Career-Technical 
Center in Philadelphia include 
Principles of Accounting II, 
American Literature I, Ameri¬ 
can History II, General Psy¬ 
chology, Oral Communication, 
Principles of Economics I, 
College Study Skills, English 
Composition II, Developmental 
Reading I, English Composition 
I and College Algebra. 
LOUISVILLE 

Evening classes offered 
at the Winston/Louisville 
Vocational Complex include 
Keyboarding, College Algebra, 
American National Govern¬ 
ment, English Composition I, 
English Composition II, World 
Civilization I, Personal and 
Community Health, Intermedi¬ 
ate Algebra, Oral Communica¬ 
tion and American History I. 
ONLINE COURSES 

Registration continues 
through Friday, May 30 for 
online courses offered through 
the Mississippi Virtual Com¬ 
munity College. Courses begin 
on Monday, June 2 and end on 
Friday, July 25. 

Classes include Principles 
of Accounting I, Introduction 
to Business, Legal Environment 
of Business, General Biology 
I and Lab, General Biology II 
and Lab, Nutrition, Anatomy 
and Physiology I and Lab, 
Anatomy and Physiology II and 
Lab, Document Formatting and 
Production, Professional Devel¬ 
opment, Applied Business 
Math, Business Accounting, 
Medical Terminology I, Medi¬ 
cal Terminology II, Mechanics 
of Communication, Com¬ 
puterized Accounting, Medi¬ 
cal Office Concepts, Child, 
Health and Safety, Nutrition for 
Young Children, Visual Basic 
Programming, Web Develop¬ 
ment, Career Development, 

Fundamentals of Data Commu¬ 
nications, Intro to Computers, 
Micro Applications, Principles 
of Economics I, Principles of 
Economics II, English Litera¬ 
ture II, College Study Skills, 
Developmental English I, 
English Composition I, Eng¬ 
lish Composition II, Creative 
Writing, American Literature I, 
American Literature II, English 
Literature, World Literature 
I, World Literature II, Child 
Psychology, Human Growth 
and Development, American 
History I, American History 
II, Personal and Community 
Health, Elementary Algebra, 
Intermediate Algebra, College 
Algebra, Geometry and Mea¬ 
surements, Music Appreciation, 
Fundamentals of Music, Physi¬ 
cal Science Survey I, American 
National Government, General 
Psychology, Developmental 
Reading I and Oral Communi¬ 
cation. 

For more information 
regarding online courses con¬ 
tact Dr. Chris Jenkins (ext. 322) 
or Katie Sparkman (ext. 428). 
HEALTH -RELATED 

CLASSES OFFERED 
Various health-related 

courses are also offered as part 
of the College's summer class 
offerings. 

Classes beginning on 
Monday, May 12 include Spe¬ 
cial Considerations, Pre-Hos- 
pital OB, Pre-Hospital Peds, 
Field Internship, Team Manage¬ 
ment, Maternal Child Nursing, 
Psychiatric Concepts, Nursing 
Transition and Basic Related 
Surgical Procedures. 

Registration ends on Tues¬ 
day, May 13. 

A nursing externship class 
beings Monday, June 2 and 
ends on Friday, August 1. The 
last day to register is Tuesday, 
June 3. 
COSMETOLOGY 

Cosmetology classes begin 
Monday, May 12 and include 
Cosmetology Science III, Hair 
Care III, Nail Care III, Skin Care 
III and Salon Business II. 

For more information on 
summer classes offered by 
ECCC contact the Office of 
Admissions, Records and 
Research, Phone 601 -635- 
2111 or call toll free, 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 206. The email 
address is dluke@eccc.edu. 

ogy course in high school, I 
knew I wanted to work with 
computers and hopefully 
encourage others to be suc¬ 
cessful members of society. I 
enjoyed learning the new tech¬ 
nology and didn't want that 
feeling to cease," she said. 

Ferguson also enjoys the 
changes that come with each 
day in the classroom. 

"Every day is different. 
Although you teach the same 
course over and over again, 
with technology there are so 
many different ways to incor¬ 
porate that into the students' 
everyday lives. 

"I also enjoy getting to 
know my students and see their 
success stories," she added. 

Family members have been 
the most influential in Fergu¬ 
son's career. 

"My first job was in the 
same town as where my father 
worked," Ferguson said. "I 
had to travel by his place of 
employment in order to get 
to work. If I came by late, he 
would question me at the end 
of the day. I feel that he gave 
me a very strong work ethic, 
not just to do my job, but to 
do more than what the job 

requires. 
"My husband and my 

mother were my support 
system during my years at 
college. I worked part-time, 
attended college and had small 
children. They encouraged me 
to continue my education. 

"Since I've been working at 
East Central, my family contin¬ 
ues to be very supportive." 

Ferguson has also received 
various honors and awards 
during her career. 

As a former advisor for 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international honor 
society of the two-year col¬ 
lege, she received the Regional 
Horizon Award in 2003 and 
the Paragon Award in 2004. 

"During the three years that 
I was a PTK advisor, not only 
did I receive awards, but our 
chapter was very successful. 
Their success was not because 
of me, but because of the 
hard work of the officers and 
members. I was just glad to be 
a part of their success," Fergu¬ 
son said. 

Ferguson also serves as a 
co-advisor for Phi Beta Lambda 
business fraternity and has 
had numerous students place 

HALL OF FAME (Continued from page 1) 

very involved in school activi¬ 
ties, extremely conscientious, 
academically talented and very 
deserving of this honor." 

Additional honors presented 
during Awards Day include the 
following: 

Vocational award recipi¬ 
ents include Mindy Parker 
of Decatur, cabinetmaking; 
Kendrick Nichols of Carthage, 
carpentry; Courtney Stingley of 
Forest, cosmetology; and Kyle 
Keady of Union, welding and 
cutting and "Career Student of 
the Year." 

Technical awards were 
presented to Jaimie Brown of 
Meridian and Travis Jordan of 
Pelahatchie, collision repair; 
Justin Vernon of Louisville, 
automotive; Lillie Wash of 
Newton, early childhood 
education; MacKenzie Kangas 
of Collinsville, computer; 
James Johnson of Madden, 
electrical; Kyle Wolfe of Lake, 
electronic; Joseph Downing of 
Philadelphia, heating and air 
conditioning; Angela Carter of 
Philadelphia, hotel/restaurant 
management; Justin Rushing of 
Union, machine shop; Austin 
Gamblin of Lena, network 
support; and Dollye Packer of 
Lake, "Technical Student of the 
Year." 

Recipients of healthcare 
education awards included 
Ashley May of Conehatta, ADN 
Outstanding Achievement; 
Stacy Svihla of Philadelphia, 
"Healthcare Assistant Student 
of the Year;" Tanesha Barham 
of Philadelphia, practical 
nursing; and Jessica Ashley of 
Raleigh, paramedic. 

Those receiving special 
awards were Brookes Mayes 
of Newton, citizenship and 
the ECCC Players award; Kylie 
Rigdon of Union, The Tom Tom 
award; Kyle Barrett of Decatur, 
concert choir; Amber Griffin of 
Carthage and Rashan Jackson 
of Newton, Gospel Choir; 
Annie Strohm of Morton, East 
Central Environmental Club; 
Whitnee White of Philadelphia, 

Richard Fisher Organic Chemis¬ 
try Award; 

Megan Munn of Decatur, 
Kappa Kappa lota and Alyne 
Simmons Recruitment Grant- 
Robin McBeath of Union and 
Annie Strohm of Morton, 
freshman mathematics; Daniel 
Johnson of Union, freshman 
mathematics and S. Lebrun 
Hutchison Engineering Award; 
Alexandra Harris of Carthage, 
sophomore mathematics and 
secondary education; Tyler 
Walters of Forest, sophomore 
mathematics; 

Angela Pires of Philadelphia 
and Patricia Vasquez of Lena, 
Mississippi Community College 
Creative Writing Association 
award; Mallory Thompson- 
Young of Louisville, Myrtle R. 
Hutchison Elementary Educa¬ 
tion Award; Shaun Cooper 
of Decatur, Margaret Mosal 
Award for Leadership and Ann 
Burkes Phi Theta Kappa; Sabra 
Fortenberry and Tammy Plai- 
sance, both of Union, Brooke 
Barrett of Sebastopol and 
Kimberly Hearn of Meridian, 
Mississippi Business Educators 
Association student awards; 

McClain Mullins of Tupelo 
and Skye Tindall of Newton, 
Roy Pete Award for Soccer; 
Desmond Morales of Lake, 
Anthony Coleman Men's Bas¬ 
ketball Award; Robby Pierce 
of Lawrence, Alford J. Deaton 
Physics Award; and Dru Ander¬ 
son of Decatur, Joseph Cieglo 
of Forest and Whitnee White 
of Philadelphia, Walter Arno 
Vincent Award for Academic 
Excellence in Athletics. 

Alumni Memorial Awards 
were presented to Joshua Laf- 
ferty of Quitman, Billy Wayne 
Baucum Secondary Education; 
Dollye Packer of Lake, Ruth 
Carr-Vincent Award for Aca¬ 
demic Excellence in Nontra- 
ditional Education; Sandra 
Whitman of Louisville, Opal 
McMullan Dickerson Elemen¬ 
tary Education; Reagan Joyner 
of Philadelphia, Alatha Chaney 
English; Heath Street of Lake, 

in state and national competi¬ 
tions. 

"Each time I attend the 
awards ceremony for the state 
and national conference I am 
always amazed at the leader¬ 
ship skills our EC students pos¬ 
sess. I'm just glad to take part 
in their success also." 

She was selected a Lamp¬ 
lighter in 2006 and has been 
selected for Who's Who Among 
America's Teachers on three 
occasions. 

In addition, she is a member 
of National Business Educa¬ 
tors Association, Mississippi 
Business Educators Association, 
Mississippi Educational Com¬ 
puting Association, American 
Technical Education Associa¬ 
tion and the Phi Beta Lambda 
Professional Division. 

A graduate of Nanih Waiya 
High School, she received 
the associate of arts degree 
from East Mississippi Com¬ 
munity College and completed 
bachelor and master's degrees 
in education from Mississippi 
State University. 

She and her husband, Jerry, 
have two daughters, Leah and 
Nicole. 

W.A. Coursey, Jr., Engineer¬ 
ing; Kim Foy of Philadelphia, 
Sara Carr Deaton Business 
Technology; Tyler Hansford of 
Union, Sue Yarbrough Fulgham 
Speech; Justin Boone of Lou¬ 
isville, William S. Giffin Men's 
Intramural- 

Bryan Davis of Newton 
and Queena Gage of Forest, 
Homer F. Hunter Award for 
Athletic Managers; Noah Cook 
of Hickory, Danny Ray Killens 
Engineering; Beth Alexander of 
Little Rock, Jack B. Mayo Phi 
Theta Kappa; Courtney Elkins 
of Lena, Dr. Edwin Miller Medi¬ 
cal Services; Karl Robinson 
of Jackson, Howard Sessums 
Men's Basketball; Tenesha 
Brown of Jackson, Earline 
Wood Women's Basketball; 
Fredrick Lyons of Decatur, 
Andrew F. Webb Football; and 
Sidney Gutierrez of Chunky, 
Thomas W. Thrash Memorial. 

Faculty Memorial Awards 
were presented to Candace 
Long of Union, J. Wallace 
Bedwell Business and Ruth 
Hull Wo-He-Lo yearbook; 
Britni Wright of Louisville, Ruth 
Hull Wo-He-Lo yearbook; 
Annie Strohm of Morton, 
Frank M. Cross Freshman 
Chemistry; Amber Eaves of 
Louisville, Aaron R. Davis 
Memorial; Aaron Mann of 
Carthage, Robert G. Fick 
Memorial; Daniel Johnson of 
Union, Shelby L. Harris Memo¬ 
rial; Jordan Clark of Decatur, 
Frankin Edwin and Nena Holt 
Leatherwood Biology Science; 
James D. Smith of Forest, J. 
Andy Miller Freshman Engi¬ 
neering; 

Andy Ishee of Louin, O.L. 
Newell Drafting; Dollye Packer 
of Lake, Charles E. Pennington 
Business Technology; Shaun 
Cooper of Decatur, General 
William Patrick Wilson Aca¬ 
demic and L.B. Simmons 
History; and Emily Thrash of 
Sebastopol, Leon Eubanks 
Kaljyc-Peers. 
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reature Teacher: Bruce Guraedu 

By LAURYN LAIRD 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Without instructor Bruce 
Guraedy's hearty laugh 
resounding off the walls next 
semester, the Vickers building 
will not be the same. When 
Mr. Guraedy began teaching 
in East Central's art department 
33 years ago there wasn't much 
to laugh about. Despite East 
Central's widely known excel¬ 
lent academics the art depart¬ 
ment was sadly lagging. 

No art instructors would 
teach longer than two years 
before pursuing more glamor¬ 
ous careers. Universities were 
not accepting the EC students' 
transfer work and the budget 
for the entire art department 
amounted to all of two dollars 
and fifty cents. However, Mr. 
Guraedy was a fresh gradu¬ 
ate from Southern Miss with 
a firm belief in education that 
inspired him to keep working 
through all of the problems 
until he brought the art depart¬ 
ment to what it is today. 

According to Mr. Gur¬ 
aedy, the belief in education 
is a Guraedy family tradition. 
He said that he never had 
another alternative; it was just 
a pre-determined fact that he 
was going to go to college. 
However, it took more self- 
discipline than he thought he 
possessed. 

Despite accomplish¬ 
ments and honors including 
an honorary Phi Theta Kappa 

membership, a Phil Hardin 
Research Fellowship, Who's 
Who of American Teachers 
(twice), Lamplighter (1991), 
and a Graduate Fellowship of 
Art Education at USM, he still 
considers earning an education 
his greatest achievement. 

He has continued this 
tradition in his own family. 
His wife of thirty-one years, 
Linda, is also a teacher and 
they have one son, Jason, who 
is an ECCC honor graduate and 
holds a Bachelor's degree in 
mechanical engineering from 
MSU. 

Besides Mr. Guraedy's aca¬ 
demic successes he has also 
placed in several competitive 
art competitions, has two paint¬ 
ings in the Mississippi Museum 
of Art's permanent collection 
and painted the official Warrior 
painting of East Central. 

As a final project before he 
retires he is helping East Cen¬ 
tral form its own art collection, 
which most major colleges 
possess, by donating over one 
hundred of his own works and 
helping to catalog over two 
hundred student pieces. 

Surprisingly, despite this 
time-consuming academic 
work, he still has time and 
energy to be involved in 
several hobbies. His foremost 
interests include fishing and 
shooting, activities not nor¬ 
mally associated with, as Mr. 
Guraedy says, "the artsy type". 

His other non-artsy activi¬ 
ties include any type of com¬ 
petitive game, be it dominoes, 
baseball or basketball, and his 

A self-portrait 
of Bruce Guraedy 

fierce school spirit at ECCC 
games is legendary. He also 
enjoys collecting a wide variety 
of items ranging from seashells 
to guns. 

When he is asked why with 
so much talent, ambition, and 
energy he chose to teach over 
making a name for himself 
in the art world, his standard 
reply is, "There are two types 
of artists, those that seek fame, 
those that fame seeks, and I am 
neither." 

For Mr.Guraedy the greatest 
satisfaction doesn't come from 
winning an art competition or 
having his works displayed; it 
comes from seeing a student's 
eyes light up when a goal is 
achieved which seemed impos¬ 
sible. That, he said, is when he 
feels that he has truly accom¬ 
plished his mission. 

Stories from EC History: 1948-1998 

ECCC Receives Book Authored By Alumnus 

East Central Community Col¬ 
lege staff member Lucille Wood 
(left) presents the latest work by 
her classmate and noted author 
Warren Trest of Montgomery, 
Ala., to librarians Gloria Johnson 
(center) and Gail Wood during 
a presentation in the College's 
Memorabilia Room located in 
Burton Library on the Decatur 
campus. The recently published 
book, Nobody But the People, is 
a biography of former Alabama 
Governor John Patterson and 
his efforts in leading the .state 
through the turbulenVearly years' 
of the Civil Rights movement. 
Trest, a Louisville native and 
1952 ECCC graduate, has authored and coauthored more than 50 military histories and studies. In 
2000, his book Air Commando One: Heinie Aderolt and America's Secret Air Wars was nominated 
for the Bancroft Prize for distinguished works in American history. Another work titled Air Force 
Roles and Missions: A History, was on the U.S. Air Force chief of staff's reading list for 2007. Other 
recent books include Wings of Denial: The Alabama Air Guard's Role in the Bay of Pigs, coauthored 
with Don Dodd, professor emeritus at Auburn University-Montgomery, and Missing in Paradise, both 
from New South Books. Trest is a former historian with United States Air Force Historical Research 
Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. 

What's Cooking at East Central? 

By KRISTIE ROBINSON 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

Chicken Quesadillas 
1. Ingredients 
3 1/2 cups shredded cooked 
rotisserie chicken 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon black pepper 
1 large onion, halved length¬ 
wise and thinly sliced cross¬ 
wise 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
2 large cloves garlic, thinly 
sliced 
5 ounces coarsely grated 
Monterey Jack cheese (with or 
without hot peppers) 
8 (7 inch) flour tortillas 
Sour cream 
Salsa 
Fresh cilantro sprigs 
Lime wedges 

Nutrition Info 
Per Serving 
Calories: 432 kcal 
Carbohydrates: 32 g 
Dietary Fiber: 2 g 
Fat: 22 g 
Protein: 25 g 
Sugars: 2 g 

2. Cooking Directions 
Sprinkle chicken with 1/2 

teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon 
pepper. 

Cook onion with remaining 
1/4 teaspoon salt and 1/4 tea¬ 
spoon pepper in oil in a 10- to 
12-inch skillet over moderate 
heat, stirring occasionally, until 
golden, about 6 minutes. Add 
garlic and cook, stirring, until 
fragrant, about 1 minute, then 
transfer to a large bowl. Add 
chicken to onion mixture along 
with cheese. 

Put 1 tortilla on a cutting 
board and spread 1/2 cup 

chicken mixture over half of 
tortilla, then fold other half 
over to form a half-moon, 
pressing firmly on seam. 

Assemble 7 more quesadil¬ 
las in same manner. 

Heat lightly oiled grill pan 
over high heat until it begins 
to smoke, then reduce heat to 
moderate and grill quesadil¬ 
las, 2 at a time, turning over 
once, until cheese is melted 
and golden brown grill marks 
appear, about 4 minutes total 
per batch. Transfer with a 
spatula to cutting board and 
cut in half. 
Yield: 8 servings 

Strawberry Shortcake 
7. Ingredients 
2 cups cake flour, plus more for 
dusting 
1 cup white whole-wheat flour 
(see Ingredient Note) or whole¬ 
wheat pastry flour 
1/4 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
4 tablespoons cold unsalted 
butter, cut into small pieces 
4 tablespoons reduced-fat 
cream cheese (Neufchatel) 
1/4 cup canola oil 
1 large egg, lightly beaten 
3 tablespoons nonfat buttermilk 
4 cups sliced hulled strawber¬ 
ries 
3 tablespoons sugar 
1/2 cup whipping cream 
1/2 cup reduced-fat sour cream 

Nutrition Info 
Per Serving 
Calories: 308 kcal 
Carbohydrates: 38 g 
Dietary Fiber: 2 g 
Fat: 15 g 
Protein: 5 g 
Sugars: 8 g 

2. Cooking Directions 
To prepare shortcakes: Pre¬ 

heat oven to 400 degrees F. 
Whisk cake flour, white 

whole-wheat (or whole-wheat 
pastry) flour, sugar and baking 
powder in a large bowl. Cut 
in butter using two knives or 
a pastry cutter until the pieces 
are about the size of peas. Cut 
in cream cheese until it's the 
size of peas. 

Drizzle oil over the mix¬ 
ture; stir with a fork until just 
combined (the mixture will 
be crumbly). Make a well in 
the center and add egg and 
buttermilk. Gradually stir the 
wet ingredients into the dry 
ingredients with a fork until 
the mixture is evenly moist. 
Knead the mixture in the bowl 
two or three times until it holds 
together. 

Turn the dough out onto a 
lightly floured surface. Dust 
with flour and roll into an 
8-by-10-inch rectangle about 
1/2 inch thick. Cut the edges 
square using a butter knife. 
Cut the dough into 12 equal 
shortcakes. Transfer to a baking 
sheet. 

Bake the shortcakes until 
puffed and lightly golden, 
about 20 minutes. Let cool 
slightly. 

To prepare filling: Mean¬ 
while, toss strawberries with 
sugar in a medium bowl. 
Whisk whipping cream in a 
medium bowl until it's thick 
and holds its shape, 1 to 2 min¬ 
utes. Whisk in sour cream until 
combined. 

To serve, split shortcakes 
horizontally. Spoon berries and 
juice onto the bottoms, top 
with the cream mixture and 
replace the shortcake tops. 
Yield: 12 servings 

By KYLIE RIGDON 

Tom-Tom Editor 

April/May 1948: 
Forty-three out of fifty 

district high schools partici¬ 
pated in Senior Day including 
(schools are followed by 
number of students brought): 
Winston County: Louisville 
(47), Noxapater (35), Calhoun 
(19), Bond (16), and Ellison 
Ridge (6). Neshoba County: 
Philadelphia (30), Dixon (28), 
Arlington (20), Bond (16), 
Linwood (13), Longino (12), 
Shady Grove (12), Zephyr Hill 
(11), Bloomo (10), Forest Dale 
(8), Coldwater (8), House (8), 
and County Line (6). Newton 
County: Newton (49), Union 
(23), Hickory (1 7), Conehatta 
(11), Stratton (10), and Decatur 
(10). Leake County: Madden 
(18), Walnut Grove (17), 
Edinburg (17), Barnes (12), 
Thomastown (12), Singleton 
(11), Marydel (9), and Freeny 
(6). Scott County: Forest (26), 
Morton (19), Branch (17), 
Harperville (15), Lake (15), 
Sebastopol (14), Ringold (10), 
Good Hope (8), Forkville (7), 
Clifton (5), and Ludlow (1). 

ECJC to graduate 106 
students May 21 (ECJC's 34th 
Commencement Services). 

Extracurricular activities 
now provide students with 
honor points. 

Tom-Tom Editors selected 
for upcoming year: Sara Fran¬ 
ces, Editor-in-Chief; Mary Ken¬ 
nedy (Philadelphia), Assistant 
Editor; Reed Kennedy (Ford), 
Associate Editor; and Garland 
Miller (Hillsboro), Business 
Manager. 

Annual staff elects staff: 
Jack Laseter, Editor; James 
Breland, Associate Editor; 
Martha Woodward, Associate 
Editor; Billy Spence, Business 
Manager; and Evelyn Giles 
(Chunky), Business Manager. 

Tom-Tom staff to hold 
"Publicity on Parade" Banquet 
for the staff and their guests in 
the Palm Room of the South¬ 
land Cafe, Newton. 
April/May 1958: 

John Hollingsworth (Cone¬ 
hatta), Henry Lee Walters 
(Canton^Vll^rjtmtiRay.ihfi^. oniM 
(Carthage)., Addie Will Rhodes 
(Louisville), Celia Carter (Phila¬ 
delphia), and Elizabeth Webb 

(Linwood) named to Hall of 
Fame. 

Thirty high schools bring 
595 high school seniors to 
Senior Day: Winston County: 
Nania Waiya (37), Noxapa¬ 
ter (26), and Louisville (9). 
Neshoba County: Philadelphia 
(47), Bond (17), Linwood (15), 
Arlington (13), East Neshoba 
(10), Bloomo (9), Zepher 
Hill (6) and Dixon (5). Scott 
County: Morton (27), Lake (18), 
Sebastopol (16), Forest (14), 
Ringgold (11), and Harperville 
(8). Newton County: Newton 
(36), Union (29), Decatur (22), 
Beulah Hubbard (10), Cone¬ 
hatta (9), and Hickory (2). 
Leake County: Carthage (26), 
Edinburg (20), Madden (15), 
Lena (13), Walnut Grove (12), 
Barnes (8), and Thomastown 
(4). 

1958 Baseball Team: 
Tommy Williams, Johnny 
Tress, Hilton Baucum, Rothel 
Moore, Milton Thomas, George 
Swift, Jack McLeod, Bill Young, 
Charles Allen, Jimmy Fisack- 
erly, Powell Waits, Bill Beavers, 
Jerry Lott, and Joe Ed Kea. 

Zara Gressett (Decatur), 
Shirley Webb (Linwood), and 
Harriet Manning (Decatur) are 
named Beauties. 

Ovid Vickers demonstrates 
a dance he choreographed. 

Teachers debate new 
library location. 
April/ May 1968: 

ECJC Players to present The 
Night of January 16th on April 
15 and 16. 

1968 Tennis Team: Ladies: 
Sandy Smith, Marianne Mat¬ 
thews, Linda Comans, Wanda 
Elliott, Sandy Puckett, and Janet 
McDonald. Men: Skippy Taylor, 
Tommy Irby, Johnny Richard¬ 
son, Sonny Toms, Bruce Lewis, 
George Graves, and Tommy 
Smith. 

Hall of Fame Inductees: 
Sandra Dickerson (Decatur), 
Sandy Puckett (Scott Central), 
Sue Evans (Decatur), and 
Robert Smith (Union). 

Phi Theta Kappa attends 
national convention in Hous¬ 
ton, Texas. 

French Club presents 
traditional French costumes to 
students and faculty. 

TomrJp'tn 'Staff enjoys 
annual fish fry. 

French Club holds annual 
banquet. 

Tommy Irby and Wanda 
Elliot win first place in State 
Tennis Tournament. 
April/May 1978: 

Spring/Summer Bridal 
Show held to display popular 
wedding attire. 

First female (Shirley 
Townsend) enrolls in masonry 
course. 

ECJC Hall of Fame: Shan¬ 
non Cleveland (Union), Danny 
Killen (Union), and Jo Ann 
Wright (Decatur). 
April/May 1988: 

Graduation scheduled for 
May 13th. 

Collegians concert held. 
Members include: Brian 
Waddell (Vocals—Neshoba 
Central), Jeff Neal (Trom¬ 
bone—Carthage), Andy Reed 
(Vocals—Louisville), Chris 
Cheatham (Tech—Philadel¬ 
phia), Jeannie Walsh (Vocals— 
Morton), Thomas Edwards 
(Tech—Philadelphia), Dwayne 
Moore (Drums—Forest), Kim- 
berly Martin (Vocals—Lake), 
Patsy Mims (Sax—Neshoba 
Central), Tom Carson (Director 
and Guitar—Decatur), Kinsey 
Goldman (Keyboard—Neshoba 
Central), Gem Harrison 
(Horn—Carthage), Bud Johnson 
(Head Tech—Philadelphia), 
Chuck Hinson(Vocals—Deca¬ 
tur), Scottie Chun (Bass— 
Neshoba Central), Scott 
Johnson (Trumpet—Union), 
and Donnie Montgomery (Tech 
and Guitar—Neshoba Central). 

Basketball players Joe Jones 
(Neshoba Central) and Mellissa 
Jimmer.son (Louisville) partici¬ 
pated in MS Junior College Ath¬ 
letic Association All-Star Game 
held at Holmes Junior College. 
April/May 1998: 

Diamond Warriors win 
State Championship. 

Six Inducted into Hall 
of Fame: Deanna Bankston 
(Union), Emily Bullock (Deca¬ 
tur), Amy Gomillion (Walnut 
Grove), Krisan Risher (Sebas¬ 
topol), Zachary Sanders 
(Neshoba Central), and Brian 
Shaw (Forest). 

ECCC to graduate record 
365 students. 

Governor Foridice signs 
"Zero Tolerance Bill" for drink¬ 
ing and driving. 

Terry Underwood named, .. 
Head Football Coach. 

Phi Theta Kappa Attends Convention 

By BETH ALEXANDER 

Tom-Tom Reporter 

A group from the Theta Xi 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 
recently traveled to Philadel¬ 
phia, Pennsylvania for the 
honor society's international 
convention. A total of 10 stu¬ 
dents and 4 chaperones stayed 
in Philadelphia from April 1-6. 

While there, we attended 
general sessions and meetings 
of more than 4,000 people 
and toured the historic city of 

Philadelphia. Our group was 
also entertained by many guest 
speakers, including author Amy 
Tan and world news reporter 
Christiane Amanpour. 

Overall, the entire group 
had a great time fellowshipping 
together in the city of brotherly 
love! 

Now that our group is back 
on campus, we are wrapping 
up our 2007-2008 program. 
Our final event this semes¬ 
ter was participation in the 
Newton County Relay-for-Life 

on Friday, April 25. 
We sold Jubilation cheese¬ 

cakes as a fundraiser and Mr. 
Bruce Guraedy donated two 
pieces of artwork which was 
raffled off on the night of the 
relay. 

We have also selected a 
new officer team for next year 
and have installed our incom¬ 
ing president, Shaun Cooper! 

ECCC Have you tried our... 

Mat Bwfoet tPa-lhyA 

Crawfish or Shrimp Po-Boys 

Z-Club 

Fried Green Tomato BLT 

Loaded Spuds 

Chicken Salad Croissant 

Vwdety o/ Saladd 

and much much more 

Steakhouse Open 

5:00-9:30 

Thurs.-Sat 

Open Monday—Friday 

11:00-1:30 

Intersection of 

Highway 15 & 80 Newton 

Newton, Ms 

Grab-n-Go Orders 

601.683.7597 

Check out our 

$5.00 Menu 

'Soup and Hi Vom 

own SandwicA 

or 

1/2 Po-Boy & a Side 

Or 

Clucteeit strips § side 

Or 

Fried Groen Tomatoes 
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Award-Winning ECCC Phi Beta Lambda Students 

East Central Community College students took top honors in numerous categories at the State Phi Beta Lambda Leadership Confer¬ 
ence held recently in Tupelo. East Central placed first in 11 events, finished second in five categories, had four third-place award win¬ 
ners and posted six fourth-place finishes. Theta Chi chapter was also selected as one of two Gold Seal Chapters in Mississippi and was 
recognized as a Foundation member. In addition, the ECCC chapter placed second in raising funds for the March of Dimes. The award- 
winning students include (seated from left) Angela Valentine of Hickory, first place, Community Service Project and fourth, Marketing 
Analysis and Decision Making; Leslie Hollingsworth of Forest, first place, Community Service Project; Brooke Barrett of Sebastopol, 
first, Partnership with Business Project and third, Financial Concepts; Brookes Mayes of Newton, first, Small Business Management 
Plan; third, Future Business Teacher; state recipient of the prestigious Rufus T. Jones Scholarship and Who's Who in Phi Beta Lambda; 
Carlos Rice of Louisville, first place in Parliamentary Procedure and Small Business Plan; Josh Dickerson of Union, first in Parliamentary 
Procedure and Small Business Management and was elected State Parliamentarian; Drew Harrison of Little Rock, first, Parliamentary 
Procedures; Leslie Nash of Union, first in Parliamentary Procedure and Local Chapter Business Report, and selected for Who's Who in 
Phi Beta Lambda; and Laura Pearson of Louisville, first in Human Resource Management and Parliamentary Procedure; and (standing 
from left) Shaun Cooper of Decatur, first in Computer Applications and Word Processing; William Cumberland of Philadelphia, first, 
Computer Concepts and second, Network Design; Evan Summers-Jones of Walnut Grove, second, Network Design; Jonathan Federick 
of Hickory, second, Statistical Analysis and third, Client Service; Brett Latimer of Philadelphia, second, Telecommunications and fourth, 
Networking Concepts; Dollye Packer of Lake, second, E-business and fourth, Job Interview; and Dexter McDonald of Jackson, first in 
Human Resource Management and Sports Management and Marketing. Not pictured are Sabra Fortenberry of Union, first, American 
Enterprise Project and second, E-business; Britni Wright of Louisville, second, Financial Concepts and fourth, Desktop Publishing; 
Delynn Agee of Choctaw, third, Justice Administration and fourth, Desktop Publishing; Tyrell Satcher of Pachuta, fourth in Information 
Management and Justice Administration; and Terry Smith of Louisville, selected Who's Who in Phi Beta Lambda. Seventeen students 
qualify for the National Phi Beta Lambda Leadership Conference scheduled June 21-24 in Atlanta. Phi Beta Lambda is the premier 
Business Education Association preparing students for careers in business and success in life. Its purpose is to foster a better relationship 
between one another and to cultivate a better understanding of business principles in general. 

ECCC Students Winning State SkillsUSA Honors 

Numerous students representing East Central Community 
College in Decatur won honors at the annual Mississippi 
SkillsUSA Championships held recently at Hinds Community 
College in Raymond. Honorees include (first row, from left) 
Crystal McGee of Philadelphia, Brandi Carter of Louisville 
and Krystle Walker of Newton, first-place winners in Occu¬ 
pational Health Safety Single; and Melysheaco Savior of 
Louisville, third, Job Skills Demonstration Open; (second row, 
from left) Jackie Poole of Union and Kayla Crane of Morton, 
third-place winners in Promotional Bulletin Board; Travis 
Jordan of Pelahatchie, first place, Collision Repair Technol¬ 
ogy; and Clint Allen of Philadelphia, second, CNC Milling 
Technology; and (third row, from left) Courtney Stingley of 
Forest, third, Cosmetology; James Johnson of Madden, first, 
Residential Wiring; Ian Whitney of Louisville, third, Architec¬ 
tural Drafting; and Shane Robertson of Philadelphia, second, 
Technical Drafting. The first-place winners will represent 
Mississippi at the National Skills Leadership Conference in 
Kapsas City, Missouri, June 23-27. 

GRADUATION (Continued from page 1) 

ECCC Staffers Honored For Service 

East Central Community College recently honored staff members 
with 20-22 years of service during the annual "Appreciation Tea" 
held on the Decatur campus. From left are Fredrick Lyons of Deca¬ 
tur, carpentry/cabinetmaking instructor and assistant football coach, 
20 years; Kathy George, also of Decatur, early childhood education 
instructor, 22 years; Polly Mayes of Newton, drafting and design 
technology instructor, 21 years; and Bubby Johnston of Forest, vice 
president for public information, 21 years. Also honored but not 
pictured is Burma Weidler of Decatur, assistant to the director of 
financial aid, 20 years service. The annual event is sponsored by the 
Administration, Faculty, Staff Association (AFSA) 

Administrative Professionals Honored 

An appreciation luncheon was recently held in honor of 
administrative professionals at East Central Community College 
in Decatur in observance of "Administrative Professionals Week" 
April 21-25. Staff members with 10-plus years of service were 
also presented certificates of appreciation. Honorees, their current 
departments and respective years of service include (seated from 
left) Emilee Smith of Decatur, workforce development, 11 years; 
Linda McKee of Conehatta, career-technical education, 13 years; 
Sheila Stamper of Decatur, business office, 18 years; and Martha 
Sibley on Newton, financial aid, 12 years; and (standing from left) 
Virgie Thames of Louin, small business development center, 13 
years; Kathy Purser of Philadelphia, associate degree nursing, 13 
years; Karen Yates of Decatur, public information, 13 years; Carrie 
Underwood of Decatur, athletics, 12 years; Carole Germany of 
Union, president's office, 13 years; and Jeanne Vance of Decatur, 
communications,.! 1 years. Also pictured is ECCC President Dr. 
Phil A. Sutphin who made the presehtatibns. 

NESHOBA: Christa Isaac 
Skelton, Choctaw; Clint Allen, 
Matthew Anthony, Angle 
Dawn Bateman, Joanne W. 
Ben, Wade A. Boatright, Tosha 
Boswell, Patrick Dewayne 
Boswell, Rashundra Shenique 
Brass, Marty R. Briscoe, Corby 
Boyd Callahan, Rachel Leigh 
Chappell, Hope Charlie, 
Carlena Clemmons, Conte- 
sha Shavett demons. Angel 
Crockett, William Brennen 
Cumberland, Christina Dennis, 
Frank Dixon, Jr., J. J. Downing, 
Britney Laine Ellingburg, David 
Alan Eubanks, Joseph Lake 
Fitzhugh, Julie Frances Gaines, 
Megan Leigh Gibson, Saman- 
tha Hardin, Shawnta Renee 
Hawthorne, Julie Holley, 

Loni Michelle Holley, 
Jeremy L. Holmes, Kyle Prentiss 
James, Etta Johnson, Tenesha 
NeaShay Johnson, Rolanda 
Michelle Killins, Theresa 
Nicole Land, Austin McNair, 
Andrea N. Mitchell, Kimberly 
Moody, Brittny B. Morris, 
Deana Morrow, Winnie Elaine 
Owen, Rick Parks, Katrina 
Patie-Stribling, Gillian Hunter 
Davis Poole, Justin Porter, 
Michael Shane Robertson, 
Jana Elizabeth Sansing, Corey 
Sharp, Laura A. Smith, David 
Skyler Steele, Keena A. Stewart, 
Gregory Scott Stovall, Tyson 
Stribling, Jonathan Townsend, 
Bronson Tubby, Phillip Vines, 
Justin Weems, Brittany Anna 
White, Whitnee Leigh White, 
Renita K. Willis, Abby Lanee 
Yates and Tiah Rae York; all of 
Philadelphia; 

Stephanie Rochelle Reeves, 
Preston; and Kendall Jordan 
Boler, Jessica A. Culpepper, 
Steven Kory Culpepper, Sabra 
N. Fortenberry, Sara Olivia 
Goss, Sondreia Deunous 
Hillie, Kyle David Keady, Leslie 
Sheresse Nash, Ricky Rickles, 
Mitchell J. Roberts, Anna Kath- 
erine Rouse, Justin Rushing and 
Daniel Thomas Winstead; all of 
Union; 

NEWTON: Caleb Scott 
Frink, Jana Johnson and Doug¬ 
las S. Osborne, all of Chunky; 
Kimberly Denise Anderson, 
Jill Christine Compton, Ashley 

Nicole May, Carrie McDonald, 
Mary Ellen Taylor, Shawntye N. 
Vaughn and Bryan Williamson, 
all of Conehatta; Kelsi Nicole 
Abies, Jesus Aleman, Ashley 
Dru Anderson, Yentl Brant- 
ley, Sara Anne Bryan, Kizzy 
Lucinda Caston-Miller, Heather 
Brittany Garrison, Caitlin L. 
Harper, Hunter Thomas Hayes, 
Apryl Suzanne Henry, Sarah 
Rebecca Henry, Philip DeAnte 
Jordan, Alisa R. Lewis, Fredrick 
F. Lyons, Jr., Andrew David 
Marshall, Mindy Caral Parker, 
Colette Russell, Lindsey Brooke 
Stevens, Vicky Nicole Strait 
and Chelsey LuAnn Vincent; all 
of Decatur; 

Noah Travis Cook, Deme- 
tra Dawkins, Ashley Nicole 
Henley, Jonathan LeShaun 
Jackson, Rodney Dale Parker 
Jr., Cody David Pugh, Daniel 
Steverson and Jennifer Wyatt, 
all of Hickory; Carole Beth 
Alexander, George H. Hedge- 
peth, Tiffany Plummer, Joshua 
N. Sheehan and Robert Bailey 
Westbrook, all of Little Rock; 
Dina Campbell, Allen B. 
Davis, Andre Ellis, Philip 
M. Evans, TawayathaTani- 
elle Evans, Marvin J. Flucker, 
Lakeithia Lashell Ford, Drew 
Morgan Gillis, Robin O'Neal 
Goodin, Haylee Holden Haral- 
son, Chotsani Henderson, Eric 
O'Neal Kyzar, John Curtis Little, 
Rhonda Sue May, Brookes Anne 
Mayes, Joseph M. McDonald, 
Joshua Webb Moore, Falind 
C. Pace, David A. Pugh, Kaleb 
Lance Rice, Kenyana M. Rivers, 
Christin Marie Stamper, Cyn¬ 
thia Thompson, Skye Nichole 
Tindall and Lillie H. Wash; all 
of Newton; 

Lucy Fulton and Travis R. 
Page, both of Philadelphia; and 
Jess Martin Brantley, Nicho¬ 
las R. Brown, Ashton Carleta 
Crouther, Melissa Ferguson, 
Jelessa P. McDonald, Tharin 
La'Bradford McNichols, Joshua 
Scott Peets, Carrie LeAnn 
Rowzee, Johnna D. Wesley, 
Sandra White and Chasity 
Michelle Yates, all of Union; 

NOXUBEE: Jordan Leigh 
Taylor, Macon; 

OKTIBBEHA: Terrell Arnand 

Hendrix, Starkville; 
RANKIN: Casey Yolanda 

Fitch Randolph, Brandon; Ruby 
Elizabeth Crew and Brooke 
Kyomi White, both of Florence; 
Katrinna Shea Bailey, Lena; and 
Travis A. Jordan, Pelahatchie; 

SCOTT: Shelby D. Shelley, 
Conehatta; Brent Allen Barton, 
Marty Ann Bergin, Emmanuel 
Braggs, Keith Walter Brown, 
Jimmy Paul Easterling, Jr., 
Dustin Forsythe, Felicia Sha- 
mieka Futch, Queena Gage, 
Matthew Ezekiel Harmon, 
Derrick R. Harris, Christopher 
W. Harrison, Kimberly M. 
James, Jeri Thompson Martin, 
Emmeral K. McLaurin, Ryan 
Reeves, Marcia Richardson, 
Adrian Rodriguez, Sean D. 
Self, Nicholas Cody Shaw, 
Matthew Shelley, Terri T. Smith, 
Courtney Townsend, Clen- 
nis Tucker, Tyler Walters, Erin 
Watkins, Jason Matthew Weath- 
erford, Lacey N. Williams and 
Loretta L. Young; all of Forest- 
Joseph Cieglo, Alexander O. 
Gray, Keith J. Hollingsworth, 
Angela Roshelle Moore, Dollye 
Packer, Brian Michael Waltman 
and Cherith Brook Wooten; all 
of Lake; 

Courtney Nicole Elkins, 
Austin Gamblin and Kayla 
Latham; all of Lena; Katherine 
Ann McDonald; Louin; Marcus 
Dequan Lee, Ludlow; Amneris 
Avalos, Tiffany Ann Carpen¬ 
ter, Shirley Denton, Candice 
Ezell, Buford Glynn Hannah, II, 
Victoria Hodge, Justin Mau¬ 
rice Lofton, Carli O'Steen, 
Timothy Paul Phillipson and 
Daniel Walker; all of Morton; 
Mary Jeanette Barton, Sebas¬ 
topol; Anthony Buffington, 
Sr., Jessica Fugitt and Joseph 
Andrew Lathem; all of Walnut 
Grove; 

SMITH: Rodgrick L Ander¬ 
son, Conehatta; Carlos Battle, 
Louin; Chris Parkman, Pulaski; 
and Kellie Sullivan, Taylorsville; 

WINSTON: Brent Black- 
well, Dimetrius D. Bragg, Lara 
Renae Burt, Trenton Glenn 
Cockrell, Erica Davenport, 
Amber Eaves, Joel L. Glass, 
Andrew L. Haynes, Christy 
Hickman, Christina Hopkins, 

Kendall Maurice Hoskins, 
Tequia P. Hudson, Tiera Lashay 
Hughes, Darrell Jernigan, Kelly 
Anne Kight, Charles j. Mays, 
Tyler Lee McCool, Kimberly 
McDill, Kimberly Hannah 
Miles, 

Carey J. Miller, Daniel 
McMillin Parker, Starlett N. 
Pettie, Holly Michelle Preston, 
Carlos Maurice Rice, Brittany 
Gayle Rushing, Stan Smith, 
Terry Lynn Smith, Gwendolyn 
Lachelle Steele, Justin Vernon, 
Latrice Waters, Sandra M. 
Whitman, Ian Dobson Whit¬ 
ney, Britni Nicole Wright and 
Kandace R. Yarbrough, all of 
Louisville; Cody Ryan Coward, 
Kayla Dawn Coward, Nicho¬ 
las Robinson, Ryan Smyth and 
Mary Elizabeth Thome, all of 
Noxapater; and Valerie John¬ 
son, Preston. 

ALABAMA: Donald E. Wil¬ 
liams, Jr., Birmingham; Randy 
Hyatt, Butler; and John Bailey, 
Duncanville; and 

TEXAS: Lauren Elizabeth 
Smith, Arlington. 
DECEMBER 2007 GRADUATES 

ADAMS: April Boyd, Nat¬ 
chez; 

ATTALA: Aimee Claire 
Baugh and Akeele Smith, both 
of Kosciusko; 

CHOCTAW: Ashley P. 
Channel I, Ackerman; 

DESOTO: Tara Graham, 
Southaven; 

JASPER: Erica Delneshia 
Jones, Louin; Barbara Alston 
and Carol V. McGee, both of 
Rose Hill; 

JONES: Dedra Danyale 
Moody, Laurel; 

LAUDERDALE: Latrycia D. 
Brown, Shanika Shaunta Clark, 
Madeline Collette Dorman, 
Marquis Harris, Lamario 
Hopson, Joshua Wayne Warren 
and Robert Trey Whitehead, all 
of Meridian; 

LEAKE: Jessica A. Clark, Toni 
R. Langston and Anthony Kyle 
Sanders, all of Carthage; Court¬ 
ney Paige Johnson, Walnut 
Grove; 

MADISON: Dameon 
Brown, Canton; 

NESHOBA: Diana Jean 
Hickman; Choctaw; Kevin 

Roark, Louisville; Carrie A. 
Alexander, Jonni Diane Ander¬ 
son, Leslie Boatner, Melissa 
A. Charlie, Johnny Trent 
Cumberland, Simone Le'Shea 
Greer, Jessica L. Griffin, Sharon 
Denise Griffin, Channing 
Lance House, Rebecca Lewis, 
Michael Dewayne Pierce, 
Tamekia L. Sutton, Stacy Svihla 
and Twyla Renae Wilson York, 
all of Philadelphia; and Jayme 
T. Ferguson, Union; 

NEWTON: Justin Dwayne 
Reynolds, Chunky; Brandon 
Anderson, Conehatta; Corey 
Spence Gressett, Latasha 
Narkeyda Hall, James Shelby 
Hattaway, Theressa Grace Kil- 
lens and Karen Porter, all of 
Decatur; Jennifer Smith and 
Roxanne Ealy Wilson, both 
of Hickory; Kimberly Diane 
Savell, Lake; Jack Anthony 
Anderson, II, Rustin Scott 
Godwin, Charles R. Gordon, 
III, Char'Dae Knowlin, Durwin 
P. Lewis, Yasmin A. Nicks, 
Stephanie Pace, Ronnie Page 
and Austin Cliff Scoggin, Jr., all 
of Newton; and Laura M. Hick¬ 
man, Sean T. McElfish, Todd 
Terrell and Kerri Shea Withers, 
all of Union; 

NOXUBEE: Erica Pope, 
Macon; 

OKTIBBEHA: Katlan 
French, Starkville; 

SCOTT: Paula Monk John, 
Carthage; Karen J. Bloodsaw, 
Kendrah N. Bradford, Jacque¬ 
line K. Pace, Derrick Quails, 
Bethany Sharp and Ernest W. 
Spivey, all of Forest; Reshelle 
Stroud and Kyle Franklin Wolfe, 
both of Lake; Dianne A. Boyd, 
Lena; Brooke Harrell, Alicia 
Nicole Torrence and Tavarius T. 
Walker, all of Morton; Rhianna 
Lee Rhodes, Pulaski; and Ally- 
son Brook Easom, Sebastopol; 

WINSTON: Remonia R. 
Burnside, Shekeisha Lashunda 
Coleman, Melanie Deigh 
Eaves, Markevius Hoskins, 
Joylisha Carletta Keayun Hunt, 
Chris Ivy, Evin Roark, Kenneth 
Whitfield and Jessica Leigh Yar¬ 
brough; all of Louisville; Cole 
Cremeen, Noxapater; and Joel 
Keith Edwards, Sturgis; 

ALABAMA: Jamar E. 

Lawrence, Fosters; Freddie 
James Parham, Jr., Margaret; 
Ra'Anthoni Frierson and Quann 
Lowe, both of Tuscaloosa; and 

FLORIDA: Roosevelt Ross, 
Lowell. 

AUGUST 2007 GRADUATES 
CLARKE: Nicole Renee 

McCree, Quitman; 
FORREST: Michael Judson 

Fondren, Jr., Hattiesburg; 
JASPER: Sally Ann Camp¬ 

bell, Louin; 
LAUDERDALE: James C. 

Eure, Forest; 
LEAKE: Geraldine I. Billy 

Deason, Elise Harrell andTrisha 
Nicole White, all of Carthage; 

NESHOBA: Kelly Copeland, 
Tamia Jones, Morgan Victoria 
Myers, Jonathan Pickens and 
Brittni Ray, all of Philadelphia; 
Brandi Nicole Chrestman, Pon- 
totoc; and Kathryn L. Dearman 
and William J. Long, Union; 

NEWTON: Pamela Denise 
Bouler, Kimberly N. Holling¬ 
sworth, Cynthia M. Lockett, 
Ashley Parks, Cynthia Ray and 
Jerri Sow, all of Decatur; Lourie 
Mowdy, Hickory; Leslie N. 
Nester, Lawrence; Sha Parker 
and Anna L. Smith, both of 
Little Rock; Stacy McNeil 
and Genetta L. Taylor, both of 
Newton; and Morgan Hamm 
and Shanna McKee, both of 
Union; 

RANKIN: Regina Parker, 
Pelahatchie; 

SCOTT: Ashley Leann 
Crimm, Jordan T. Gibbs, Tery 
Dwain Higginbotham, Audrey 
C. Neal and Brittany Reed, 
all of Forest; Mary Gretchen 
Stubbs, Greenwood; Ann 
Colbert, Miranda Jill Hines and 
Kristy Michelle Youngblood, all 
of Lake; Myrtle Renee Johnson 
and Kenya Roselynn Singleton, 
both of Morton; and Heather 
B. Richardson and Amber B. 
Tatum, both of Pulaski; 

WINSTON: Joseph Myers 
Cornelius, Sharika Chanel Love 
and Marci L. Patterson, all of 
Louisville; Kimberly Juwan Ball, 
McCool; and Angela K. Price, 
Noxapater; 

GEORGIA: Holly Wilson 
Hardy, Calhoun; and Justin 
Wade, Ellenwood. 
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Students Receive Hall of Fame Honor 

Awards Day Honors 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

Recipients of Hall of Fame and 
other honors were recognized 
during the annual Awards Day 
program held May 7, 2008, at 
East Central Community Col¬ 
lege in Decatur. 

Selection to the Hall of Fame 
is considered the highest honor 
a student can receive at the Col¬ 
lege, according to Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, ECCC president, who 
presented the awards. 

"To be considered for the pres¬ 
tigious honor," Dr. Sutphin said, 
"students must demonstrate 
exemplary character, superior 
scholarship, worthy leadership 
and contribute to the betterment 
of East Central Community Col¬ 
lege." 

Hall of Fame inductees for 
2008-09 include Kyle Barrett 
and Megan Munn, both of De¬ 
catur; Shaun Cooper of Newton, 
Joshua Dickerson and Daniel 
Johnson, both of Union, and 
Emily Thrash of Sebastopol. 

KYLE BARRETT 
Barrett, a graduate of Newton 

County High School, is the son 
of Joe and Glenda Barrett of De¬ 
catur. 

A President's List and Dean's 
List scholar, Barrett was select¬ 
ed for Who's Who Among Stu¬ 
dents in American Community 
Colleges and is a member of Phi 

Theta Kappa, the international 
honor society of the two-year col¬ 
lege. 

He received the 2008 Concert 
Choir Award, Robert G. Fick 
Memorial Scholarship, Martha 
Kate Tullos Hummel Scholar¬ 
ship and the Pleas Clayton and 
Amanda Breazeale Blount Me¬ 
morial Scholarship. In addition, 
he was selected a campus beau 
in 2007. 

Barrett is a member of the 
Ac'cents show choir, Collegians 
rock-n-roll band, concert choir, 
Wall O' Sound Marching Band, 
percussion ensemble, jazz band 
and President's Council. He also 
participated as a member of the 
2008 musical cast of "Grease." 

One of those nominating him 
wrote, "Kyle Barrett deserves to 
be named to the Hall of Fame 
due to all of the accomplishments 
he has achieved during his time 
at East Central Community 
College. He has represented 
EC through his high academic 
achievements, being involved 
in many EC activities, and by 
demonstrating leadership quali¬ 
ties. He is an excellent example 
of what an East Central student 
should be like: dedicated, hard¬ 
working, and proud to be an 
East Central Warrior." 

MEGAN MUNN 
Munn is a graduate of New¬ 

ton County High School and the 
daughter of Don and Joy Munn 
of Decatur. 

A President's List and Dean's 

List scholar, she was selected for 
Who's Who Among Students in 
American Community Colleges 
and is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society. 

She is the recipient of the 
James E. Land Memorial Schol¬ 
arship, Lucille Wood Scholar¬ 
ship, Richard Harris Scholar¬ 
ship, Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Scholarship and Kappa 
Kappa Iota Scholarship. 

Munn is a member of the Lady 
Warrior Soccer and Fast-Pitch 
Softball teams. She received the 
academic award for soccer and 
was also selected Best Offensive 
Player in 2007 and 2008. She 
was selected MACJC All-State 
for Soccer in 2007 and her team 
was selected for the Tom Shep¬ 
herd Sportsmanship Award as 
well as being ranked fourth in 
nation academically. 

She is also a member of the 
Baptist Student Union where 
she serves as a member of the 
interpretive movement team, 
"The Way." 

One of those nominating her 
wrote, "Megan is an outstanding 
student majoring in Elementary 
Education. She is a truly gifted 
person who will make a great 
educator. She is very focused 
and extremely motivated to do 
well. She has maintained an 
extremely high academic stand¬ 
ing while being fully involved in 
extracurricular activities while 
at East Central. Megan is very 

See HONORS, PAGE 3 

BARRETT COOPER DICKERSON 

JOHNSON MUNN THRASH 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

'MESS PAGEANT' 

WINNERS: It was defi¬ 
nitely a night to remember 

for participants and es¬ 
pecially spectators when 

ECCC held its first annual 
"Ms. Warrior" Pageant 
April 7. The "parade of 

contestants" included nine 
students and six faculty, 
staff and administration. 

When the final votes were 
tabulated by the distin¬ 

guished panel of judges, 
sophomore Aaron "Helga" 

Mann of Carthage (left) 
was crowned the student 

winner and speech in¬ 
structor Kevin "Christmas 

D. Lite" Ryals of Louisville 
captured the faculty/staff/ 

administration division. 
The event resulted in ap¬ 
proximately $400 raised 
for Theta Xi Chapter of 

Phi Theta Kappa. 

East Central to 

Increase Tuition 

Fee Effective 

July 1 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

An increase in tuition and 
fees at East Central Commu¬ 
nity College was approved by 
the College's Board of Trustees 
at its April 14 meeting. 

ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin said the additional 
revenue is needed due to state 
budget cuts and the increasing 
costs associated with operating 
the two-year college. 

East Central has not ad¬ 
justed tuition and fees charges 
in several years while inflation 
and state budget cuts have re¬ 
duced our ability to cover the 
costs of providing educational 
opportunities for students," 
said Dr. Sutphin. "As much as 
we have resisted increases in 
the past, we must now do some¬ 

thing to continue our programs 
at the level that is expected of 
us. Even with our proposed in¬ 
creases, EC's costs remain com¬ 
petitive with the other commu¬ 
nity and junior colleges in the 
State and are very competitive 
in comparison to the costs at 
public and private colleges and 
universities." 

Beginning July 1, 2009, in¬ 
state tuition will increase from 
$700 to $800. Tuition for out-of- 
state students will remain the 
same at $1,050. 

The fee for part-time students 
will increase from $75 to $85 
per semester hour. 

Dormitory fees will remain 
the same at $575, but Board 
fees will increase, as a five- 
day meal plan increases from 
$740 to $765 and a seven-day 
meal plan will be $920, up from 
$890. 

Other increases include the 
academic science lab fee, from 
$15 to $20; technology fee, from 

See TUITION, PAGE 3 

EC Players Present 'Footloose' 

BY J'MARKUS DUBOSE 
Staff writer 

The East Central Community College 
Players presented the spring musical se¬ 
lection, "Footloose," Tuesday, March 31 
and Thursday through Saturday, April 
2-4, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center Au¬ 
ditorium. 

Much like the blockbuster movie hit of 
the 1980s, Footloose the musical tells the 
story of teenager Ren, who moves from 
Chicago to a small farming town, where 
the local pastor has instituted a ban on 
dancing. 

The musical was attended by packed au¬ 
diences during all performances. 

Candie Willis a freshman at ECCC said, 
"I am a fan of Footloose, so obliviously I 
loved the musical." ECCC Faculty Secre¬ 
tary Jeannie Vance also said she liked the 
play and that it was her favorite musical. 

The cast worked under the direction of 
Joan Grimes with the assistance of Erin 
Tramill. 

"I felt that the play was an extreme suc¬ 
cess and I felt honored to work with such 
talented, energetic people," Grimes said. 

Tramill also said she was glad to be a 
part of this production and greatly enjoyed 
the experience. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
The EC Players presented their spring musical selection, "Footloose,"in April. Cast members 
include (front row, from left) Anna Laurie Ezelle, Jana Johnson, Becky Culpepper, Nicole 
Franklin, Casey Rowzee, Drew Harrison, Holly Webb, Coiton Amis, Ayla Smith, Naomi 
Massey, Sherry Farmer, (second row, from left) Bailey Brown, Amanda Hampton, Lacy Mc- 
Murry, Amber Madison, McLain Mullins, Emilee Lanier, Kylie Rigdon, Ashley Dumas, Leslie 
Graham, Lacey Gilmore, Lance Goodin, and (back row, from left) Michael Sanford, Tiffany 
Thomas, Anna Fulton, Jared Mullins, Aaron Mann, Justin Traylor, Aaron Morrison, Tiffany 
Spence, and Edgar Alvarez and Cody Walters. Joan Grimes serves as director. 

Cooper, Nay lor Make All- 

Mississippi Academic Teams 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

East Central Community 
College sophomores Shaun 
Cooper of 
Newton and 
Matt Naylor 
of Meridian 
were recently 
named to the 
2009 All-Mis¬ 
sissippi Aca¬ 
demic Teams, 
an annual 
recognition 
sponsored by 
the Missis¬ 
sippi Associ¬ 
ation of Com¬ 
munity and 
Junior Colleg¬ 
es, the State Board for Commu¬ 
nity and Junior Colleges, The 

NAYLOR 

Clarion-Ledger and Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges. 

Cooper, a first-team selection, 
and Naylor, who made the sec¬ 
ond team, were recognized with 
other honorees Wednesday, 
March 25, in Jackson. Activi¬ 
ties began with state legislators 
in both the Senate and House 
chambers paying tribute to the 
All-Mississippi team members 
and concluded with an awards 
luncheon at the Marriott Ho¬ 
tel in downtown Jackson. Dur¬ 
ing the luncheon, each honoree 
was presented with a legisla¬ 
tive resolution and certificate. 
State Senator Terry C. Burton 
of Newton served as master of 
ceremonies. 

See TEAMS, PAGE 3 

Ramirez, Dumas Selected 

to Lead Student Publications 

BY KYLIE RIGDON 
Tom-Tom Editor 

Rachel Ramirez was recently 
selected as the editor of The 
Tom-Tom for 
the 2009-10 
school year. 
Ramirez 
served on the 
newspaper 
and year¬ 
books staffs 
during her 
freshman 
year at EC 
as well as be¬ 
ing a member 
of the ECCC 
Warrior Ten¬ 
nis team, 
Sigma Sigma 
Mu Tau historian, a Diamond 
Darling, a member of the Wall 

RAMIREZ 

'O Sound Marching Band, the 
concert choir and EC Players. 
She was also recently selected 
as a Centralette for the upcom¬ 
ing band season. 

A Forest 
High School 
graduate, 
Ramirez is 
pursuing her 
associate's 
degree at 
EC with fu¬ 
ture plans of 
acquiring a 
bachelor's de¬ 
gree in Phys¬ 
ical Therapy 
and Nursing. 
She has a 
3.474 grade 
point average. 

She plans to move to Fort 

DOMAS 

See EDITORS, PAGE 3 
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EMMONS 

Emmons Applies Passion for 

Music in life with Teaching 

BY SANTIGOUS CULPEPPER 
STAFF WRITER 

East Central Community 
College has teachers who are 
successful in education, but 
not one who uses her every¬ 
day passion toward teaching 
like Natalie Emmons. She has 
been a full-time teacher at EC 
for the past two years. She has 
a master's degree in music with 
an emphasis in piano perfor¬ 
mance. Currently, she serves 
as the co-director for the East 
Community College Concert 
Choir. Also, she teaches Music 
Theory and Music Appreciation. 
In addition, Emmons gives pri¬ 
vate piano lessons. She said she 
enjoys teaching students about 
music because it expresses who 
she is and what she does. 

QUICK FACTS: 
Born in: Forest 
Grew up in: Rankin County 
Family Life: She has a hus¬ 

band, Joey and a 10-year-old 
daughter, Tallie Johnston. She 
has resided in Lake for the 
past 12 years. 

Favorite subject to teach: Mu¬ 
sic Theory 

Favorite movie: Dirty Danc¬ 
ing 

Favorite music: Southern 
Gospel 

Interesting Fact: She's a 
songwriter. Some of the songs 
she wrote have been recognized 
on the national charts. 

Interesting hobbies: Her 
hobbies include deer hunting, 
writing music and playing mu¬ 
sic. She spends the majority of 
her time being musically cre¬ 
ative. 

Free-time activities: During 
her free time, she enjoys hang¬ 
ing out and having a Family 
Fun Night. She also likes shop¬ 
ping and going to the movies. 

What inspired her to become 
a teacher: Emmons was in¬ 
spired to become a teacher due 
to her childhood. As a little girl, 
she grew up singing. She said, 
"I feel fortunate that from the 
time I was a little girl, I knew 
from the first day that I wanted 
a profession in music. It's part 
of what I do, who I am, and 
what I express." 

What she likes most about her 
job: She likes her job the most 
because she gets to use what 
she likes (music) every day. 

Advice for students: She 
states, "Practice, Practice, 
Practice. Going into the mu¬ 
sic field is different from other 
field of studies. It's more than 
just learning information or 
memorizing facts for a test. 
There is so much applied study 
towards a specific instrument 
or voice, whichever one may 
choose, that requires consistent 
practice and dedication." 

College Alma Mater: She at¬ 
tended Mississippi College 
where she received a master's 
of music in piano performance. 

STRIKE A POSE STRIKE A POSE 

ALESHIA CRIMM 

FRESHMAN • FOREST 
1. What is your favorite song of 2009? "I Told You So" by 

Carrie Underwood 
2. What kind of shampoo do you use? Herbal Essence 
3. Who is your best friend? Lindsey Sanders 
4. When was your last dentist appointment? It's been a 

while 
5. Who is your favorite teacher at EC? Mrs. Pam Fowler 
6. Do you party at EC on Thursdays? Yes, I do. 
7. What is your least favorite subject? Biology 
8. Did you play sports in high school? Yes, cheerleading. 
9. What is your favorite Jolly Rancher flavor? Watermelon 
10. When was the last time you went to the movies? Be¬ 

fore Christmas break 
11. Where can you be found on the weekends? Big Horns 

Restaurant 
12. What is your favorite color? Turquiose 
13. What is your favorite kind of shoes? Sperry's 
14. How many siblings do you have? An older sister and a 

younger brother 

LEE HUNT 

FRESHMAN • LOUISVILLE 
1. Where can you be found on the weekends? At home or 

with my boyfriend 
2. What high school did you graduate from? Louisville 

High School 
3. What is your favorite cereal? Captain Crunch 
4. Who is your best friend? Leslie Crawford 
5. What is your favorite TV show? House 
6. What is your best subject? Anatomy and Physiology 
7. When do you usally go to bed? Before midnight 
8. When was the last time you bought a book? When 

classes changed at EC. 
9. What is the color you wear the most? Pink 
10. How do you like EC so far? It's a good start 
11. What is your favorite food? Chinese 
12. What is your favorite sport? Softball 
13. Do you party at EC on Thursdays? No 
14. What is your worst habbit? Speaking before I think. 
15. What kind of cellular phone do you have? Blackberry 

Book Store Announces Schedule 
BY ASHLEY DUMAS 

Staff Writer 

BOOK BUY BACKS - MAY 11-14 
Bring your student ID! Stu¬ 

dents please make sure you 
have all CDs that came with 
the books. If yoti do not have the 
CDs the bookstore will not be 
able to buy the book back. It is 
school policy. If you are unsure 
if the bookstore will buy back 
a book just bring it in and they 
will tell you when you get to the 
front desk. There are a lot of 
people on and off campus selling 
back books, so please be patient. 
Bringing all necessary materi¬ 
als will make things go more 
smoothly for everyone. A used 
book buyer will be here May 12- 
14 and may buy books that the 
bookstore does not buy back, 
so come try to sell your books 
back to him also. The bookstore 
does not refund cash. The busi¬ 
ness office mails out checks to 
the students. The store hours 
will be from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Monday-Thursday. 

BUYING BOOKS 

FOR SUMMER CLASSES 

Paying out of Pocket 
Students may start purchasing 

their books for summer classes if 
they are paying for the books out 
of pocket at anytime. Bring your 
student ID and schedule! If you 
are taking online classes, please 
bring a copy of your online 
schedule from the Mississippi 
Virtual Community College 
Web site, as well. The bookstore 
accepts cash, checks, Visa cards 
and Mastercards. Checks must 
be the exact amount, and we do 
not give cash back on checks or 
debit cards. Students may pay 
with a combination of any two 
payment methods, except two 
cards or two checks. 

CHARGING TO FINANCIAL AID 
Students must complete on¬ 

line registration for financial 
aid to appear in the bookstore. 
Bring your student ID and 
schedule! If you are taking on¬ 
line classes please bring a copy 
of your online schedule from the 
Mississippi Virtual Community 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC students, Edgar Alvarez, Kayla Hampton, Bailey Brown and 
Cody Ming, pose for a photograph in the ECCC Bookstore. Book 
Buy Back sale begins May 11. 

College Web site, as well. If your 
financial aid does not cover all 
books, you must pay the remain¬ 
ing balance out of pocket. Cloth¬ 
ing can not be charged to finan¬ 
cial aid, only books and supplies 
can. Do not attempt to charge 
your books to somebody else's 
financial aid. 

FINANCIAL AID 

CHARGING SCHEDULE 
Students in summer evening 

classes have from May 18 until 
May 29 to charge to financial 
aid. 

Students enrolled in summer 
classes starting May 18 you 
have from May 18 until May 29 
to charge to financial aid. 

Students who are in summer 
classes starting June 8 you have 
from June 8 until June 19 to 
charge to financial aid. 

If you are in summer classes 

starting July 13 you have from 
July 13 until July 24 to charge 
to financial aid. 

After July 24 no charging will 
be allowed until the Fall finan¬ 
cial aid session begins. 

ONLINE CLASSES 
Online classes begin June 1. 

If you are registered at EC for 
an online class, but the class is 
offered through another college 
(you can find this on your on¬ 
line schedule) and want to pay 
for you book using financial aid, 
the book will have to be special 
ordered through the Distance 
Learning Office. You must do 
this at least two weeks prior to 
classes beginning to ensure your 
book is here on time. Special or¬ 
der books are non-refundable. 
Please contact Samantha Gray 
in the Distance Learning Office 
for more information. 

BELHAVEN COLLEGE 

Our Standard for Success is Christ 

BELHAVEN COLLEGE IS NO STRANGER TO INNOVATION. 

We are proud to have Alumni members like the founders of Bomgar 

Corporation, a multi-million dollar software company who sells its 

technology around the world. Named one of 2008 s "Best Places 

to Work In Mississippi" for commitment to employee care and 

advancement, Bomgar s founders, all Belhaven Alumni, exemplify 

the spirit of true success and the excellence of all that Belhaven has 

to offer. At Belhaven, our students learn that success is more than 

a dollar sign...and we love it when Alumni like Bomgar prove us right! 

Visit www.belhayen.edu 

Discover more. 

Call 1.800.960.5940 to experience 

the campus today. 

TUT 

MEMBER 
Coundi for Chriitian Collfges A Unlvmitin 

(Right to left) Joel Bomgar is the 
Founder & Chief Executive Officer, 

Nathan McNeill, Co-Pounder & VP of Product Strategy, 
and Patrick Norman, Co-Founder & VP of eCommerce. 

BELHAVEN 

COLLEGE 

OUR STANDARD IS CHRIST 
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HONORS 
From Page 1 

deserving of this honor." 

SHAUN COOPER 
Cooper is the son of Jocelyn Townsend 

of Newton and is a graduate of 
Newton County High School. 
A President's List scholar, he re¬ 

ceived the Weems Family Scholarship 
and was selected for Who's Who Among 
American Community Colleges. 

Cooper serves as president of Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society and the President's Council. 
He serves as vice president of the East 
Central Environmental Club, assistant 
editor of the Wo-He-Lo yearbook and 
opinions editor of The Tom Tom stu¬ 
dent newspaper. In addition, he is a 
member of the Student Education As¬ 
sociation and Phi Beta Lambda busi¬ 
ness fraternity, where he received first 
place awards in word processing and 
computer applications during state 
competition. 

While serving as an officer of PBL 
and PTK, Cooper has been involved 
in various community service projects, 
including Adopt-A-Stream Water Qual¬ 
ity Monitoring, National Public Lands 
Day, Prairie Restoration Project and 
Highway Cleanup. 

One of those nominating him wrote, 
"Shaun has shown great leadership 
within the various organizations he is 
part of here at EC. He has managed 
to maintain academic achievement, ex¬ 
tracurricular activities, community ser¬ 
vice and outside employment all during 
this time. He is a great example of an 
ECCC student." 

JOSH DICKERSON 
Dickerson is the son of Ed and Stella 

Dickerson of Union and is a graduate of 
Newton County High School. 

A President's List and Dean's List 
scholar, he is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society and was selected 
for Who's Who Among American Com¬ 
munity College Students. 

He is also a member of Phi Beta 
Lambda business fraternity where he 
was selected for Who's Who in PBL and 
was named to the Mississippi Phi Beta 

Lambda Hall of Fame. In addition, he 
was a member of the PBL Parliamen¬ 
tary Procedures team, which placed 
first in state and national competition, 
and was selected first place in Business 
Plan competition at state competition 
and fifth in nationals. 

Dickerson served as a student recruit¬ 
er for the Drafting and Design Technol¬ 
ogy program, was an escort during the 
2008 Homecoming festivities, and is a 
member of SkillsUSA and the ECCC 
Players. 

One of those nominating him wrote, 
"Josh in not only a dedicated student, 
but a great leader and thoughtful per¬ 
son. He always places the needs of 
others above his own needs. Josh has 
great Christian values that are evident 
no matter whether he is in the class¬ 
room, working, hanging around cam¬ 
pus or representing EC." 

DANIEL JOHNSON 
Johnson is a graduate of Union High 

School and the son of Burl and Denise 
Johnson of Union. 

A President's List scholar, Johnson 
is a member of Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society, was selected for Who's Who 
Among Students in American Commu¬ 
nity Colleges and was chosen ECCC's 
HEADWAE (Higher Education Appre¬ 
ciation Day: Working Towards Aca¬ 
demic Excellence) Student of the Year. 

He received the S. Lebrun Hutchin- 
son Engineering Scholarship, Shelby 
Harris Memorial Scholarship, Missis¬ 
sippi Auto Manufacturing Association 
Scholarship and the freshman math¬ 
ematics award. 

Johnson is a member of the ECCC 
Golf Team, Alpha Alpha Epsilon (The 
Engineers) and Mu Alpha Theta math¬ 
ematics honor society. 

One of those nominating him wrote, 
"Daniel excels in all aspects of East 
Central. Daniel has kept a 4.0 grade 
point average in his engineering major. 
He has won various academic awards 
and scholarships for his excellent aca¬ 
demic record. As well as being a good 
student, Daniel is also an active mem¬ 
ber of many clubs and stays busy play¬ 
ing golf on EC's team." 

EMILY THRASH 
Thrash is a graduate of Sebastopol 

High School and is the daughter of Dan¬ 
ny and Susan Thrash of Sebastopol. 

A President's List scholar, she is a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa honor so¬ 
ciety and was selected for Who's Who 
Among Students in American Commu¬ 
nity Colleges. 

She serves as president of the Stu¬ 
dent Body Association, was selected 
Homecoming Queen and Most Beauti¬ 
ful. In addition, she served as president 
of her freshman class and was a fresh¬ 
man class favorite. 

Thrash is a member of the Presi¬ 
dent's Council, Warrior Corps student 
recruiting organization, the Lady War¬ 
rior Fast-Pitch softball team and the 
cheerleading squad. 

One of those nominating her wrote, 
"Emily has maintained a 4.0 grade 
point average while being involved in 
many campus activities. She is a great 
representative of ECCC." 

ADDITIONAL HONORS PRESENTED 

DURING AWARDS DAY INCLUDE THE 

FOLLOWING: 
Career award recipients include 

Jesse Holloway of Decatur, cabinet- 
making; Charles Sloan of Louisville, 
carpentry; Jill Rushing of Philadelphia, 
cosmetology; Austin Vernon and Clancy 
Scarbrough, both of Louisville, welding 
and cutting "Taylor Cup;" and Chester 
Whittle of Philadelphia, "Career Stu¬ 
dent of the Year." 

Technical awards were presented to 
Jason Calcote of Natchez and Jonathan 
Chapman of Newton, collision repair; 
Dennis Anderson of Union, automotive 
technology; Ancarisa Macon of Louis¬ 
ville, early childhood education; Tyler 
Walker of Louisville, computer tech¬ 
nology; Logan McDonald of Conehatta, 
electrical; Diane Berthelette of Forest, 
electronics; Vincent Wilson of Choctaw, 
heating and air conditioning; Trenee 
Edwards of Carthage, hotel and restau¬ 
rant management; Keevin Windham of 
Carthage, machine shop; Evan Sum¬ 
mers-Jones of Walnut Grove, network 
support; and Josh Dickerson of Union, 
"Technical Student of the Year." 

Recipients of healthcare educa¬ 
tion awards included Kristi Stapp of 
Louisville, Associate Degree Nursing 

Outstanding Achievement; Margaret 
Cravens of Louisville, practical nurs¬ 
ing; and Robert Richardson of Decatur, 
paramedic technology. 

Those receiving special awards were 
Anna Laurie Ezell of Union, citizenship; 
Dominique McKee of Newton, Ann H. 
Burkes Phi Theta Kappa; Josh Luckett 
of Carthage, Anthony Coleman Men's 
Basketball; Daniel Johnson of Union, 
Alford J. Deaton Physics; Emilee Lani- 
er of Little Rock, ECCC Concert Choir; 
Tanika Robinson of Forest, EC Envi¬ 
ronmental Club; Kayla Nixon of Bay 
Springs, ECCC Gospel Choir; Emilee 
Lanier of Little Rock and McClain Mul- 
lins of Tupelo, ECCC Players; Brandon 
McNeece of Carthage, Richard Fisher 
Organic Chemistry; Emily Pace of New¬ 
ton, Kappa Kappa Iota; Aaron Snell of 
Lake, S. Lebrun Hutchison Award; 

Daniel Bankston of Walnut Grove, 
Codee Russell of Philadelphia, Aaron 
Snell of Lake and Anna Switzer of Me¬ 
ridian, all recipients of the freshman 
mathematics award; Daniel Johnson of 
Union and David Mart of Forest, both 
recipients of the sophomore mathemat¬ 
ics award; Beth Stephens of Lawrence 
and Windie Poston of Philadelphia, 
both recipients of the Mississippi Busi¬ 
ness Educators Association awards; 
Bailey Brown of Morton, Margaret 
Mosal Award for Leadership; Anna 
Laurie Ezell of Union, Shaun Cooper 
of Newton and Anna White of Louis¬ 
ville, all recipients of awards through 
the Mississippi Community College 
Creative Writing Association; Emily 
Pace of Newton, Myrtle R. Hutchison 
Elementary Education Award; 

Chelsea Pugh of Hickory, Alyne Sim¬ 
mons Recruitment Grant; Sidney Guti¬ 
errez of Chunky and Justin Traylor of 
Florence, Roy Pete Awards for Soccer; 
Joshua Huffman of Kosciusko, Second¬ 
ary Education; Kylie Ridgon of Union, 
The Tom Tom student newspaper 
award; Hannah Lee of Philadelphia, 
Lucille Wood Scholarship; and Daniel 
Johnson of Union, Walter Arno Vincent 
Award for Academic Excellence in Ath¬ 
letics. 

Alumni Memorial Awards were pre¬ 
sented to Jeremy Corley of Walnut 
Grove, Billy Wayne Baucum Second¬ 
ary Education; Tanya Harrison of 

Forest, Ruth Carr-Vincent Award for 
Academic Excellence in Nontraditional 
Education; Lindsey Clark of Louisville, 
Opan McMullan Dickerson Elementary 
Education; Anna Laurie Ezell of Union, 
Alatha Chaney English; David Mart of 
Forest, W.A. Coursey Jr. Engineering; 
Daniel Johnson of Union, Danny Ray 
Killens Engineering; Kim Amerson 
of Decatur, Sara Carr Deaton Busi¬ 
ness Technology; Pamela Townsend of 
Philadelphia, Sue Yarbrough Fulgham 
Speech; Emilee Lanier of Little Rock, 
Jack B. Mayo Phi Theta Kappa; Na¬ 
thaniel Tillman of Newton, William S. 
Giffin Men's Intramural; Hailey Moody 
of Preston, Homer F. Hunter Award for 
Athletic Managers; Matthew Lewis of 
Hattiesburg, Andrew F. Webb Football; 
Josh Luckett of Carthage, Howard Ses- 
sums Men's Basketball; Elise Gibbs of 
Newton, Thomas W. Thrash Scholar¬ 
ship; Rashima Jenkins of Bossier City, 
La., Earline Wood Women's Basketball; 
and Laken Morgan of Louisville, Dr. 
Edwin Miller Medical Sciences. 

Faculty Memorial Awards were pre¬ 
sented to Timothy Maloney of Merid¬ 
ian, Jamie Clark Memorial Award for 
Baseball; Jordan Gunn of Forest, Aar¬ 
on R. Davis Memorial Award; Jaqlene 
Robinson of Noxapater, Frank Edwin 
and Nena Holt Leatherwood Biology 
Science; Lacy McMurry of Edinburg, 
J. Wallace Bedwell Business; Hannah 
Lee of Philadelphia, Frank M. Cross 
Freshman Chemistry; Brandon Hughes 
of Decatur, Robert G. Fick Memorial; 
Connet Herrington of Carthage, Shelby 
L. Harris Memorial; Kylie Rigdon of 
Union, Ruth Hull Wo-He-Lo yearbook; 
Anna Switzer of Meridian, J. Andy 
Miller Freshman Engineering; Jona¬ 
than Federick of Hickory, O.L. Newell 
Drafting; Angela Valentine of Hickory, 
Charles .E. Pennington Business Tech¬ 
nology; Drew Harrison of Little Rock, 
Laura Pearson of Louisivlle and Josh 
Dickerson of Union, all recipients of 
Mississippi Phi Beta Lambda Hall of 
Fame; Edgar Alvarez of Forest, Leon 
Eubanks Kaljyc-Peers; Jordan McMi- 
chael of Philadelphia, L. B. Simmons 
History; and Jordan Gunn of Forest, 
General William Patrick Wilson Gen¬ 
eral Academic Scholarship. 

TEAMS 
From Page 1 

As an All-Mississippi First Team 
member, Cooper was also presented 
with a $1,000 stipend. He will also 
compete for placement on the national 
All-USA Academic Team for Communi¬ 
ty Colleges, sponsored by USA Today, 
Phi Theta Kappa and the American 
Association of Community Colleges. 
The 20 students named to the National 
All-USA First Team will be featured in 
the April 6, 2009, issue of USA Today, 
and each student will receive a $2,500 
stipend. This year, nearly 1,500 nomi¬ 
nations were received for the All-USA 
Academic Team competition. Missis¬ 
sippi ranks in the top six states in the 
nation having students named to the 
National All-USA Academic Team. 

Cooper, a President's List scholar 
with a 3.95 grade point average, was 
also recently chosen a 2009 COCA- 
COLA Silver Scholar as a result of test 

scores in the All-USA Academic Team 
competition. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation and is 
administered by the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society. As a Silver Scholar, 
Cooper will receive $1,250, a silver me¬ 
dallion and a certificate. 

Cooper is also a first-place winner 
in the word processing and computer 
applications competition at the Missis¬ 
sippi Phi Beta Lambda Contest. In ad¬ 
dition, he is a Weems Family Scholar¬ 
ship recipient and was named to Who's 
Who Among Students in American Ju¬ 
nior Colleges for 2008-09. 

A secondary education major, Coo¬ 
per holds various positions of leader¬ 
ship in campus organization and is in¬ 
volved in various activities. He serves 
as president of Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa and the President's 
Council. He is opinions editor on The 
Tom-Tom campus newspaper staff and 
is an assistant editor for The Wo-He- 
Lo yearbook. He is vice president of the 

East Central Environmental Club, and 
is also a member of Phi Beta Lambda, 
an organization for business students, 
and the Student Education Associa¬ 
tion, an organization for students in¬ 
terested in careers in education. 

As a member of the College's environ¬ 
mental club, Cooper has participated 
in various projects, including Adopt-A- 
Stream Water Quality Monitoring, Na¬ 
tional Public Lands Day at Okatibbee 
Lake, Prairie Restoration at the Uni¬ 
versity of West Alabama and helped 
establish a blue bird trail at Okatibbee 
Lake. He also participates in highway 
cleanup projects sponsored by ECEC 
and PTK. He helped formed a "Keep 
America Beautiful Chapter" chapter 
in Decatur and was instrumental in 
establishing a plastic bottle recycling 
project on campus. He assisted in the 
PTK project to assist troops overseas. 

In addition, he serves as a tutor in 
math and science. 

A graduate of Newton County High 
School, Cooper is the son of Jocelyn 

Singletary of Newton. 
He was recently accepted into the 

Mississippi State University Honors 
College, where he plans to enroll in 
fall 2009. 

MATT NAYLOR 
Naylor is also a President's List 

Scholar with a perfect 4.0 grade point 
average. 

A pre-nursing major, Naylor serves 
as secretary of Theta Xi Chapter and 
is a member of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, 
an organization for students interest¬ 
ed in medical careers; Baptist Student 
Union; Wesley Foundation; and Con¬ 
cert Choir. 

He was also a member of the 2007-08 
cheerleading squad. 

Naylor participated in various com¬ 
munity service projects, including the 
"Love in Action" nursing home minis¬ 
try team, and served as a "Challenge 
League" softball volunteer. In addition, 
he helps lead a weekly Bible study on 
campus. 

Naylor is a graduate of West Lauder- 

dale High School in Collinsville. 
His parents are Mark and Tammy 

Naylor of Meridian. 
He plans to attend Mississippi Uni¬ 

versity for Women in the fall of 2009 
and major in nursing. 

All-Mississippi Academic Team 
members were selected following sev¬ 
eral rounds of judging. Judges included 
education and business leaders from 
the Metro-Jackson area and a distin¬ 
guished panel of representatives from 
federal agencies and national educa¬ 
tion associations based in Washington, 
D. C. 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society ad¬ 
ministers the All-State and All-USA 
Academic Team Programs from its 
Jackson-based headquarters. The first 
All-State Academic Team Program 
was launched in 1994 in Mississippi. 

"This year, 37 states will sponsor 
All-State Academic Team programs 
using the All-Mississippi program as 
a model," according to Rod Risley, Phi 
Theta Kappa executive director. 

EDITORS 
From Page 1 

Walton Beach, Fla. Following 
graduation from EC, where she 
will continue her education in 
nursing school. She later plans 
on joining the Air Force. 

"When I first found out that I 
was the newspaper editor I was 
shocked," Ramirez said regard¬ 
ing her selection. 

Gennie Phillips-Odom spon¬ 
sor of The Tom-Tom said Ramir¬ 
ez was a natural selection. 

"Rachel has been very active 
in the student publications or¬ 
ganizations as well as through¬ 
out campus," Phillips-Odom 
said. "She is responsible and is 
an in-the-know kind of student 
who is receptive to the voice of 
the students on campus." 

Ramirez spends her spare 
time with friends and family. 
She said she enjoys reading, 
lying out and working out as 
well. 

DUMAS NAMED 

WO-HE-LO EDITOR 
Ashley Dumas, a 2008 gradu¬ 

ate of Newton County High 
School, was recently named 
2009-2010 editor of Wo-He-Lo. 
Dumas is liberal arts major who 
is a member of The Tom-Tom 
staff, Wo-He-Lo yearbook staff, 
concert choir and EC Players. 

New to yearbook staff when 
she became a freshman at East 
Central, Dumas said she was 
nervous about applying but 
"had grown experience through¬ 
out my freshman year at EC." 

"When it was finally an¬ 
nounced that I was the editor, 
the moment was bitter-sweet," 
said Dumas. 

Odom, who also serves as 
sponsor of the yearbook, said 
Dumas had shown the dedica¬ 
tion and initiative throughout 
her freshman year on the year¬ 
book staff to soundly hold the 
position of editor. 

"Ashley works hard and shows 
through her willingness to take 
charge and do what it is needed 

TUITION 
From Page 1 

$25 to $30; registration fee, 
from $35 to $40; online class 
fee (per class), from $20 to $40; 
parking decal, from $5 to $10; 
IDs, from $3 to $10; drop/add 
course fee, from $5 to $10; and 
graduation fee, from $30 to $40. 
New fees include a $20 charge 
for publications and $5 for stu¬ 
dent activities. Additional fees 
also apply to students enrolled 
in the healthcare programs. 
The $15 fee for late registration 
was discontinued. 

East Central has scheduled 

that she is a true leader," Odom In a recent interview, she about getting the position, but who had applied and didn't re- 
said. said she was excited and calm felt disappointment for others ceive it. 

five orientation sessions for 
new or transfer students plan¬ 
ning to enroll in the 2009 fall 
semester. Registration activi¬ 
ties will be held Friday, June 5; 
Saturday, June 20; Thursday, 
July 9; Wednesday, July 22; and 
Friday, August 14. Fall classes 
begin Thursday, August 20. 

For more information, contact 
the Office of Student Services 
at 601-635-6205 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 205. The e- 
mail address is 

Summer 

Orientations 

Friday, June 5 • Sat., June 20 

Thurs., July 9 • Wed., July 22 

Friday, August 14 

For more information, contact the Office 

of Student Services at 601-635-6205 

or call toll free 1-877-462-3222. 

You may also visit the college 

Web site at www.eccc.edu. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM SPECIAI TO THE TOM-TOM SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

WINSTON COUNTY STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO ECCC PHI THETA NEWTON COUNTY STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO ECCC PHI THETA NESHOBA STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA 

KAPPA CHAPTER: Winston County area students recently inducted 
into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges, at East Central Community College, 
included (front row, from left) Anna Fulton and Kadie Hailey, both 
of Louisville, Ashley Stone of Philadelphia and Lindsey Donald and 
Brandi Tollett, both of Louisville; and (back row, from left) Kolby 
Sisson of Philadelphia, Jaqlene Robinson of Noxapater, and Kim- 
berly Blackwell and Kyle Donald, both of Louisville. Not pictured are 
Trinelius Triplett, Kaylin Jones, Drew Smith, Jesse Ward and Kelsey 
White, all of Louisville. The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa is to pro¬ 
mote scholarship, to develop character and to cultivate fellowship 
among academically superior students. Membership is by invitation 
only. To be eligible, students must have earned a 3.5 or better grade 
point average as a full-time student and have an overall grade point 
average of 3.5 or better. Kate Covich and Curt Skipper serve as 
advisers. 

KAPPA CHAPTER: Newton County area students recently inducted 
into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges, at East Central Community College, 
included (front row, from left) Hannah Watkins of Union, Kanisha 
Warnsley and Abby McMillan, both of Newton; Kim Amerson of 
Decatur and Kayla Meaders of Newton; and (back row, from left) 
Kyle Ethridge and Lane Fulton, both of Decatur; Brandon Hughes of 
Union, Colton Amis and Jason Hancock, both of Decatur; and Bobby 
Eaton of Hattiesburg. Not pictured are Racheal Addy and Brandi 
Covington, both of Little Rock; Katharyn Benson, Shellie Germany, 
Lacey Gilmore and Morgan Whitlock, all of Union; Elise Gibbs, Adri- 
enne McDill and Emily Pace, all of Newton, Brittany Cochran and 
Chelsea Pugh, both of Hickory; and Benton Cotton of Decatur. 

CHAPTER: Neshoba County area students recently inducted into 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East Central Community College, included 
(front row, from left) Tabatha Adcock of Union, Alanna Fairchild, 
Marlee Deweese, Jordan McMichael and Olivia Lewis, all of Phila¬ 
delphia; and Mamie Shannon of Union; (second row, from left) 
Morgan Deweese of Philadelphia, Leanna Smith of Union, Hannah 
Lee of Philadelphia, Jennifer Bullard of Union and Dustin Kilpatrick 
of Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) Austin Buchanan of Phila¬ 
delphia, Nathan Calvert of Louisville, Griffin Burk, Cooper Jordan, 
Tyler McNeil and Nathan Rowell, all of Philadelphia and Marcus 
Herrington of Union. Not pictured are Emily Breland, Brandon Cox, 
Amber Madison, Valerie Nicholson, Ashley Stone, April Stribling and 
Pamela Townsend, all of Philadelphia. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

LEAKE STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA 

CHAPTER: Leake County area students recently inducted into Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for 
two-year colleges, at East Central Community College, included 
(front row, from left) Jennifer Atkinson, Amelia Burnside, Kasey 
Crutcher, Tywana Peavy and Sylinda Scott, all of Carthage; and 
Tara Gilmer of Sebastopol; and (back row, from left) Daniel Bank- 
ston of Walnut Grove, Drew Johnston of Carthage, Tyler Jones of 
Walnut Grove, Connor Herrington of Carthage and Emily Thomas of 
Walnut Grove. Not pictured are Melissa Ellis and Laquindric Stokes, 
both of Walnut Grove. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

scon COUNTY STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO ECCC PHI THETA 

KAPPA CHAPTER: Scott County area students recently inducted into 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East Central Community College, included 
(front row, from left) Alii French of Lake, Brittany Jennings, Krista 
Thrash and Audrianna Walker, all of Forest; and Meaghan Mayes 
of Conehatta; and (back row, from left) Jason Hawthorne of Lake, 
Jordan Gunn and Edgar Alvarez, both of Forest; and Erin Jones of 
Morton. Not pictured are Kristi Bell, Crystal Massey and Rochelsey 
Thomas, all of Forest; and Brandy Greer of Lena, better. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

INDUCTED INTO ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA CHAPTER: Stacey 
Henderson (left) and Candace Wade, both of Pulaski, were recently 
inducted into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international 
honor society for two-year colleges, at East Central Community Col¬ 
lege. 

% 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ETHRIDGE INDUCTED INTO 

ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA CHAP¬ 

TER: Marissa Ethridge of Merid¬ 
ian was recently inducted into 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges, at 
East Central Community Col¬ 
lege. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SEWELL INDUCTED INTO ECCC 

PHI THETA KAPPA CHAPTER: 
Paul Sewell of Leesburg, Ala., 
was recently inducted into Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East 
Central Community College. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

HARRIS INDUCTED INTO ECCC 

PHI THETA KAPPA CHAPTER: 
Deshawn Harris of Butler, Ala., 
was recently inducted into Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East 
Central Community College. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

MULLINS INDUCTED INTO 

ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA CHAP¬ 

TER: Jared Mullins of Tupelo 
was recently inducted into Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East 
Central Community College. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SIMONEAU INDUCTED INTO 

ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA CHAP¬ 

TER: Kurt Simoneau of Louin 
was recently inducted into Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East 
Central Community College. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

FRAZIER INDUCTED INTO 

ECCC PHI THETA KAPPA CHAP¬ 

TER: Kristy Frazier of Kosciusko 
was recently inducted into Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society 
for two-year colleges, at East 
Central Community College. Phi 
Theta Kappa is to promote 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SIGMA SIGMA MUTAU DECO¬ 

RATES FOR VALENTINES: 
Sigma Sigma Mu Tau Chapter of 
East Central Community College 

decorated the hallway of Cross 
Hall for Valentine's Day. The 

club is for students interested in 
pursuing a career in a medical 

field. Pictured with the display is 
club historian Rachel Ramirez of 

Forest. 

Share 

Your News! 

E-mafl Information about your club/organization to godom@eccc. 

edu. Send photos with identification and any happenings. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC STUDENTS PARTICIPATE 

IN BSU MISSION TRIP: While many college 
students observed spring break on the beaches 
of Florida or just goofing off, these Baptist Student 
Union members at East Central Community Col¬ 
lege in Decatur spent their time away from studies 
by doing mission work in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Some of the group's activities included travel¬ 
ing to Basehor, Kansas and distributing flyers to 
more than 1,500 homes advertising a commu¬ 
nity Easter gathering; working with Nail Avenue 
Baptist Church in Prairie View, Kansas, where 
students and directors led the church youth during 
a four-day "Disciple Now" program; and work¬ 
ing the campus of their host, Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Kansas City, where they 
participated in various beautification projects. Par¬ 
ticipating in the week-long mission trip were (front 
row, from left) Brittany Morrison, Newton; Nichole 
Franklin and Brittany Snow, both of Philadelphia; 
Becky Culpepper, Forest; Krystal Ward, Philadel¬ 
phia; Anna Laurie Ezelle, Union; and Anna Fulton, 
Louisville, and (back row, from left) Brian Felton, 
Chunky; Kolby Sisson, Philadelphia, Lisa and 
Scott Vaughn (BSU director) and Cameron Crow- 
ell, all of Decatur; Cassidy Crenshaw, assistant 
BSU director, and Dru Crenshaw, both of Hickory; 
Aaron Morrison, Newton; Anna Johnson, Union; 
and Drew Crowell and Josh Ledford, both of For¬ 
est. Participants not pictured are Jana Johnson 
of Morton, Jordan Gunn of Forest and Bethany 
Latham of Morton.- 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC NEWSPAPER STAFF RECEIVES AWARDS: 
East Central Community College's student newspaper, The Tom- 
Tom, was among the top student newspapers in the state recog¬ 

nized during the O.C. McDavid Journalism Conference held March 
26 at the Ag & Forestry Museum in Jackson. East Central students 

earned six awards in the Mississippi Press Association's Better 
Newspaper Contest in the Community and Junior College Division, 

including, three second place and three third place awards. Receiv¬ 
ing second place honors were Zachary Eaves, Best General News 

Story; Tyler Watkins, Best General News Photograph; and Anthony 
Williams, Best Cartoon. Awarded third place honors were Shaun 

Cooper, Best General Interest Column; Zachary Eaves, Best Inves¬ 
tigative Package; and The Tom-Tom staff, Best Design. Newspaper 

staff members attended the conference along with community col¬ 
leges and universities throughout the state. The Tom-Tom staffers 
in attendance included: (front row, from left) Santigous Culpepper 

of Forest; Shardae Foley of Hickory; Randall Hudson and Teddy 
Bloodsaw, both of Forest; Kayla Hampton of Louisville; Leslie Craw¬ 

ford of Decatur; Tyler Watkins of Forest; Shaun Cooper, opinions 
editor, of Decatur; Ashley Dumas of Decatur; Kylie Rigdon, editor, of 

Union; Aaron Morrison of Newton; T.J. Underwood of Sebastopol; 
and J'Markus Dubose of Union; (back row, from left) Zachary Eaves 

of Louisville; Samantha Kinard of Noxapater; Veronica Smith of 
Forest; Dexter McDonald of Jackson; Stephanie Lunsford of Collins- 
ville; Jody Lawson of Hickory; and Hannah McCloud of Chunky. The 

Tom-Tom is advised by Gennie Phillips-Odom. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

PHI THETA KAPPA THETA XI CHAPTER ATTENDS NATIONAL CONVENTION: Theta Xi chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa recently attended the 91st International Convention for Phi Theta Kappa held in Grapevine, 
Texas from April 15 to April 19. The convention was attended by more than 3,000 of Phi Theta Kappa's 

chapters. Featured speakers included Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Fareed Zakaria and Executive Director 
Rod Risely, who each spoke on a variation of the Phi Theta Kappa honors study topic: "The Paradox of 
Affluence: Choices, Challenges, and Consequences." At the convention, members of Theta Xi met the 
previous and next International Officer teams, got breaking news on the society's new projects and was 

named as one of the society's Top 100 chapters - a feat not having occurred since the early 2000s. The 
chapter officers, advisers and members are proud of the hard work that has been put forth this year and 
look forward to continuing the progress next year with a brand new set of officers and members. Theta 

Xi would like to express its gratitude to all instructors, faculty and staff for helping promote Phi Theta 
Kappa's goals of fellowship, leadership, scholarship and service! To learn more about Phi Theta Kappa 
and all of the opportunities the organization offers, please contact Curt Skipper or Kate Covich for more 

information, Pictured are (front row, from left) Emilee Lanier, Aaron Mann and Shaun Cooper; (back row, 
from left) Curt Skipper and Kate Covich, both club sponsorsl; Matt Naylor and Caiti Slay. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECSTA HOSTS VALENTINE'S BAKE SALE: East Central Surgical Technology Student Association 
(ECSTSA) hosted a bake sale on Valentine's Day to raise money to attend state SkillsUSA competition 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Pictured are ECSTA members, Paige Walton, Little Rock, Holly Tanner, 
Ethel, Rhianna Rhodes, Morton, Cristen Jones, Carthage and ECSTA sponsor, Kristie Pilgrim. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SIGMA SIGMA MU 

TAU HELPS RELAY 

FOR LIFE: East 
Central Commu¬ 
nity College's Sigma 
Sigma Mu Tau hosted 
a hamburger plate 
lunch as a fundraiser 
for Newton County 
Relay for Life. The 
club raised $500 with 
the plate sales. Sigma 
Sigma Mu Tau do¬ 
nated their proceeds 
to ECCC's Phi Theta 
Kappa Relay team. 
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Warrior Viewpoints 

FROM THE EDITOR 

looking Forward 

by looking Back 

When I first started 
thinking about life 
after high school, East 

Central was the furthest thing 
from my mind. Growing up in 
a small town, I wanted to get 
out of the small town scene 
where everyone knows what 
everyone else is doing. Howev¬ 
er, when it came time to start 
looking at the money aspect of 
college, EC became the obvi¬ 
ous choice. Since deciding to 
spend my first two years of col¬ 
lege here, I have not regretted 
one second of it. 

In my past two years at 
East Central, I have had the 
opportunity to meet many ex¬ 
traordinary people. I treasure 
every minute that I have at¬ 
tend East Central and greatly 
anticipate my move to Missis¬ 
sippi State in the fall. I would 
like to take this time to thank 
every person who has had an 
impact on my time here. 

To the administration, 
thank you for doing your best 
to keep East Central the best 
community college around. 
While you may not always 
feel the appreciation, faculty, 
staff and students certainly do 
appreciate the things you do. 
To the instructors and staff 
who I have had the pleasure 
of working with, thank you for 
your support of not only me, 
but also to the other countless 
students who turn to you for 
guidance and encouragement. 

Sophomores, this is the 
end of another chapter in our 
lives. Whether we will be go¬ 
ing into the workplace or on 
to a university, we will each 
take what we have learned at 
East Central with us through¬ 
out our lives. People often go 
through life without ever stop¬ 
ping to look at who or what is 
around them. This is one the 
lessons I have learned in the 
past two years. We have to 
take notice at who is around 
us. We could have possibly 
met the future president of the 
United States, a multimillion¬ 
aire or the next movie star. It 
is said the friends you make 
during your time in college 
often turn out to be the people 

you keep the most contact 
with after graduation. As we 
prepare to walk in graduation, 
let us never forget each other 
or the time we spent as East 
Central Warriors. 

To the freshmen, just re¬ 
member, next year, you will be 
the ones who are being looked 
up to. You no longer will be 
the "new kids on campus." As 
you enter your second year of 
college, you will have a new 
set of responsibilities. You now 
approach even closer to taking 
the next step. The classes you 
choose are more important 
as the time you have to take 
them dwindles. The friends 
you make will become more 
treasured as you realize that 
time until graduation draws 
closer. Cherish the time you 
have left at EC and take what 
you learn and keep it with you 
throughout your life. 

To the nontraditional stu¬ 
dents, I commend the strength 
and determination that it 
takes to return to school 
amongst a crowd of young 
adults who sometimes act as 
if we know more than anyone 
else in the world. 

To the future editors of the 
Wo-He-Lo and Tom-Tom, I of¬ 
fer you a word of advice. Take 
each day one day at a time. 
Do not let yourself get over¬ 
whelmed. The trick to han¬ 
dling lots of responsibility is 
to find people who can handle 
you at your worst and work 
in as much time with them 
as possible. Deciding what 
is worth worrying about and 
what is not is the best thing in 
world. 

Good luck to everyone, 
whether you are staying or 
not, I hope that all of your 
dreams will come true and 
that you never let anyone get 
the best of you. For all of you 
who will be in Starkville next 
year, I hope to see you there. 
For those of you, who are 
destined for somewhere else, 
I wish you the best. Thanks 
again for some of the best 
times of my life. 

—Kylie Rigdon 
Editor 
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WORDS OF A WARRIOR 

BY J'MARCUS DUBOSE 

How Do You Feel About the 

State's Educational Budget Cuts? 

Ayla Smith 
Decatur • Music 

Freshman 
"I do not like 

it because we, 
the students, 

are not able to 
do things that 
would further our education in 

our majors." 
Naomi Massey 
Sebastopol • Music 
Freshman 
"I think that they 

shouldn't have 
done that be¬ 
cause education 
is very important 

in today's world." 

Martha Graham f 
Jackson • 

Psychology 
Instructor 

"I believe the 
money that 

education needs 
is not being 

allocated to the 
places it needs to be like middle 

schools and community colleges." 

Lance Goodin 
Louisville • Music 
Freshman 
"I believe there 
are other places 
that the legisla¬ 
ture could have 
taken money 
from." 

Laura Alexander 
Little Rock • 

Nursing 
Freshman 

"The govern¬ 
ment is always 

talking about 
how Mississippi 

is the dumbest 
state, but they are taking money 

from the education budget." 

Kristina James 
Edinburg • Secondary 
Education 
Freshman 
"They should not 

B money *orm 

R, "" 'IBlBthe education 
I . •• : m budget because 

education is vital 
to survival." 

What Are Your Plans for the Summer? 

Stacy Henderson 
Raleigh • Music 

Freshman 
"I plan to have 

as much fun as 
possible." 

mr 
Zach Strebeck 
Hickory • Pre-med 
Freshman 
"I plan to chill 
out and do noth¬ 
ing related to 
school." 

Meagan Moulds 
Conehatta • El¬ 
ementary Education 
Sophomore 
"I plan to have a 
lot of fun." 

Courtney Gammill 
Lake • Music 
Sophomore 

"I plan to just 
have a great 

time all summer 
long." 

Daniel Alexander 
Union -Math 

Freshman 
"I plan on being 

with my girlfriend 
for the majority 
of my summer." 

OTHER VIEWS 

Candie Willis 
Union • Science 
Freshman 
"I plan on being 
with my boy¬ 

friend for the 
majority of my 
summer." 

Basic Courtesy Desired 

There are thousands of people 
who work in the customer 

service industry on a daily basis. 
Through my years, I have seen 
my share of crazy circumstances 
that often befall my service 
workers. There has always been 
an eternal struggle between the 
customer and the worker since 
the beginning of human interac¬ 
tion. When the union between 
the two works, it is a beautiful 
process, but, unfortunately, 
that doesn't always happen. 
For example, how many times 
have you been in a business and 
witnessed what appeared to be 
a knock-down-drag-out battle 
between a worker and a cus¬ 
tomer? Customers, how many 
times have you been a victim of 
a worker's bad attitude and felt 
like your business could have 
been better suited elsewhere? 
My fellow workers, how many 
times have you had a customer 
with a bad attitude make you 
wish you had a new job? These 
are often normal occurrences in 
the field, and I think it is fitting 
to highlight some of the actions 
that often cause such a big rift 
between the two parties. 

I work for one of the largest re¬ 
tailers in the world, so I see my 
fair share of less than pleasant 
customers. Daily, I have a bar¬ 
rage of people that I come in con¬ 
tact with that leave me steam¬ 
ing with anger. The variety is 
astonishing and range from 
people cursing to those that can 
never seem to just crack a smile 
no matter how friendly 1 try to 
be. However, the "cell phone 
junkies," never fail to push my 

buttons. There is nothing more 
disheartening for a worker than 
to be ignored by a customer who 
is too busy chatting away on 
his or her cell phone. I know I 
speak for a large portion of the 
customer service industry when 
I say that people should have 
more respect for the people who 
are working to help them. 

On the customer end of the 
spectrum, one of the rudest 
things that they can come in 
contact with is a worker with 
a bad attitude who just doesn't 
want to be at work. My first 
reaction to bad workers is usu¬ 
ally, "If you don't want to be 
here, then go home!" Why bring 
all the excess baggage to work to 
give to each customer during the 
day? It's so much easier to just 
smile and be happy than to be 
mad at innocent bystanders. A 
customer has the right to report 
any worker who they feel is rude 
or inconsiderate, and I suggest 
taking full advantage of that 
right if you encounter a worker 
who treats you unfairly. 

While I have only highlighted 
two of the main problems that 
I see in the customer service 
industry, there are some great 
advantages as well! I have 
customers that I see daily who 
lift my spirits and make me feel 
appreciated for the work I do. 
With that being said, just a few 
adjustments on the part of the 
worker and the customer, the 
industry can be as pleasurable 
and run smoothly for everyone 
involved. 

—Shaun Cooper 
Opinions Editor 

ASK DR. PHIL 

PHIL A. SUTPHIN 

Advice For Summer, 

Economy Woes, 

Technology Opportunities 

BY SHAUN COOPER 
Staff Writer 

With summer coming 
upon campus, what advice 
do you have for students as 
they finish up their classes 
and begin making summer 
plans? 

In many cases summer is a 
great time to relax before taking 
on the responsibilities of another 
school year or full-time employ¬ 
ment. It is a very good time to 
begin the habit of recreational 
reading. Throughout one's time 
as a student, reading has been 
associated with assignments. 
With some degree of freedom 
from "homework"one can begin 
to use reading skills for plea¬ 
sure. One of the benefits that comes from pleasure reading is an 
increase in one's reading skills that will have a major impact on 
their ability to assume their future■ responsibilities. 

Summer allows many students to enroll in classes and 
continue work on their respective degrees. What advice 
do you have for students who are considering taking sum¬ 
mer classes this year at East Central? 

Go for it! Summer is a great time to catch up or get ahead in 
the pursuit of educational goals. As I have said before, what you 
get out of any activity is directly related to what you put into the 
activity. So, if a summer class or two is what you want to do, do 
it well. 

Last year, East Central reverted to a four-day summer 
schedule. Are there any plans among the administration 
to revive that practice for the summer sessions coming 
up? 

Yes, the summer schedule is almost identical to last summer. 
How has the state of the economy affected East Central's 

plans for campus expansion and ability to provide an ad¬ 
equate teaching environment to the increased numbers of 
enrolled students? 

The Davis Science Building project was funded by the sale of 
State bonds and the money has already been received and allocat¬ 
ed to this project. We anticipate a ground breaking for the project 
in August. 

From a programmatic standpoint we are looking at all of our 
programs and conducting program reviews on the effectiveness 
of all programs. It is our goal to improve all of our programs 
at the College through this process. However, should the State 
reduce our funding as a result of the poor economic conditions in 
the State we may have to look at ways to reduce our expenses. We 
continue to hope that funding through the national stimulus bill 
(ARRA) will help. Also, at its last meeting, the Board of Trustees 
approved an increase in tuition and fees which will also help the 
College continue to offer quality programs to our students. 

With activities on campus slowing down significantly at 
the end of the spring semester, what are your plans for 
enjoying the summer break? 

The nature of my responsibilities means that I have as much or 
more to do in the summer as I do during the traditional college 
year. I will try to get away for a small "vacation" but will gener¬ 
ally be found here doing what I always do; organizing the College 
to achieve its mission and allocating available resources to fund 
that organization. 

Graduation is coming up May 16, 2009. Is there any 
information that graduating sophomores need to be made 
aware of before they leave East Central? Any lessons that 
you feel they should take away form the college? 

Graduation is only a milestone in a long journey. Once it is 
reached there is a short celebration before the journey continues. 
As graduates look back on the journey to this point they should 
evaluate the successes and failures encountered on the journey; 
polish those things that were a success and don't repeat those 
things that caused problems. 

With popularity of social networking sites like Face- 
book, Myspace and Twitter growing daily, does East 
Central have plans to capitalize on these tools in efforts to 
reach out to the student body? 

We are developing a presence on Facebook and Twitter as I 
write. As you might expect those of us who have more miles on 
our journey are not as adept at using Internet-based social net¬ 
works as traditional aged students. However, the large number 
of students who are using these networks means that the College 
must have a presence there. 

OTHER VIEWS 

Computer Demands Not 

Met in School Library 

As many East Central 
Community College stu¬ 
dents know, there are 

not enough computers in the 
school's Library. 

There are 16 computers and 
at any given time, at least two 
of those are not working. For 
anyone who spends a lot of 
time in the library, it is easy 
to hear the frustration in the 
voices of students waiting in 
line for the use of a computer. 
Computer 3 is useless to any¬ 
one needing to type since most 
all teachers require that their 
papers are typed using Micro¬ 
soft Word 2003 or 2007 and 
this computer has neither. 

Some students suggest new 
computers while others would 

simply be happy with more 
than the library has now. I 
think that while new comput¬ 
ers are out of reach the school 
does need more of them. Most 
students use the library be¬ 
cause it offers quietness and 
all of the things they may need 
is accessible to them. 

I think as students we need 
the computers that are avail¬ 
able at the library. After all 
many students, including 
myself, do not access to the 
Internet at home, so the school 
needs to have them available 
if they have classes and pro¬ 
grams that require computers. 

—Tiffany Lowery 
Staff Writer 
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Warrior Viewpoints 

Where in the World is God in Today's Society? 

During the past few years, 
several people have asked this 
question to themselves, others 

and even God Himself. They wonder 
where is the Lord when we need Him 
and then they began to doubt their 
salvation. People seem to always 
have the concept in their head that 
the Lord will always provide for them 
when "they" feel it is necessary, not 
when the Lord Himself feels it is nec¬ 
essary. Each generation of children 
seems to grow fonder and fonder of 
this question. Several reasons play 
into this role of the children. Al¬ 
though, society may seem to always 
ask this question and doubt God is 
even in the world or if He even ex¬ 
ists, there is light in the midst of this 
darkness that is being created. 

Human kind from the dawn of 
creation has always intended on 
finding ways to improve their way 
of life and speed up the process of 
work. It wasn't until the Industrial 
Revolution, that this idea became 
very popular among people. Life 
before that was hard, tiresome and at 

OTHER VIEWS 

times could be costly, but even in the 
midst of struggles people found time 
to spend with their families. Dur¬ 
ing this time they would eat dinner 
together, tell how their day went, tell 
stories and go to church together. 
Today in the 218t century, society is 
faced with unlimited technology and 
the ability to do just about anything 
our sights are set on. Now, despite 
all of the technology available, lives 
seem to busier than ever. People eat 
dinner whenever possible and usually 
in front of the TV. People no longer 
talk about their day, stories are a 
thing of the past, and church is only 
mandatory until children get into 
their teens. So what's the problem 
with society today, why are families 
falling apart, why are they messing 
up their lives, and most importantly 
why do they doubt that God is even 
in this world anymore? Well, the 
answer is society is so caught up in 
themselves and what this world has 
to offer, that they don't even pay 
attention to the things that matter 
most. 

Lives have become so fast-paced 
today that people never seem to find 
time to spend with their families. 
They always want to do this and do 
that and buy into anything the world 
has to offer. This is where society is 
messing up. People think the world 
has everything they will ever need to 
make them happy. They are so in¬ 
volved in this world they forget about 
their family and most importantly, 
God. The only time people call on His 
name is when they need Him most, 
even though some may doubt His 
name. They also call on Him when 
they need unnecessary things in life. 
When they don't receive an answer 
they then doubt God and begin to 
question His existence. The prob¬ 
lem is people have become so self- 
centered and spoiled that they think 
they need to have everything placed 
at the forefront of their feet. Society 
seems to forget in order to have their 
happy life many people are in search 
for they need to truly dedicate and 
give their lives to the Lord. They 
may then decide they don't want to do 

that because they would have to give 
up the things they truly desire and 
long for in life. That's when people 
run away from God without realizing 
it. This country was once founded 
on the basis of "In God We Trust," 
every year society grows farther and 
farther from that. 

I was listening to a song the other 
day by Diamond Rio entitled "In God 
We Still Trust"; it is such an inspir¬ 
ing song to listen to. The lyrics are 
as followed: 

"You place your hand on His Bible 
when you swear to tell the truth. His 
name is on our greatest monuments 
and all our money too. And when we 
pledge allegiance there's no doubt 
where we stand. There's no separa¬ 
tion, we're one nation under Him. In 
God We Still Trust Here in America. 
He's the one we turn to everytime the 
going get's rough. He is the source of 
all our strength, the one who watches 
over us. Here in America In God 
We Still Trust. Now there are those 
among us who want to push Him out. 
And erase His name from everything 

this country's all about. From the 
schoolhouse to the courthouse, they're 
silencing His word. Now it's time 
for all believers to make our voices 
heard. In God We Still Trust Here 
In America. He's the one we turn to 
everytime the going get's rough. He 
is the Source of all our strength, the 
one who watches over us. Here in 
America In God We Still Trust. Here 
in America, here in America, here in 
America, In God We Still Trust." 

The answer to every problem ever 
faced in this country and the world is 
by giving ourselves to God. Society 
needs to become a world that relies 
on God for their source of happiness, 
and not become a world that relies on 
itself to find happiness. So in essence 
the question, "Where in the world is 
God?" should be restated to "Where 
in the world are you?" due to the fact 
that God is and will always be in this 
world. People are just running away 
from Him so they may live by their 
own standards and not those of His. 

—Aaron Morrison 
Staff Writer 

The Close of a Chapter in Life, Prepare for Future 

A change is coming to East 
Central Community Col¬ 
lege. The sun burns hot 

in the sky, the birds are chirp¬ 
ing, the flowers are blooming 
and classes are winding down. 
All of these occurrences can 
only mean one thing: summer 
is here! Yes, the signs are all 
around us. Many of us have 
waited for this moment since 
school began last August or 
since returning to classes after 
Christmas break. As campus 
prepares for the two-month 
break, we all need to take some 
time to reflect on the lessons we 
have learned this year at East 

Central. 
This year started off like any 

other with new students coming 
into campus for the first time 
and sophomores returning to 
the familiar faces of friends and 
instructors. Students scram¬ 
bled around the first week or 
two meeting new people and 
getting a feel of campus life. 
Yes, the year seemed to start off 
like all the rest. However, this 
year, I dare say that the energy 
coming into campus was of a 
magnitude I have not seen in a 
while at school. The excitement 
of the incoming freshman class 
and the energy radiating from 

the sophomore class was elec¬ 
tric and served to be a jump- 
start that many of us needed to 
get fully divulged into the fall 
semester. 

As the semester pushed 
forward, we were faced with 
adjusting to our schedules, 
managing our time between 
many organizations and sadly 
losing several of the college's 
student body to unfortunate 
circumstances. These events 
served as a reminder to every¬ 
one how fragile life can be and 
to truly take each day and trea¬ 
sure it for all that it is worth. 
They brought our campus to¬ 

gether as we strive to keep the 
memories of the fallen students 
alive through scholarships and 
shared memories. 

After returning from Christ¬ 
mas break, we paced ourselves 
to finish the last leg of the 
2008-2009 academic race. 
Faculty welcomed us back to 
the familiar routine, while 
sophomores continually inched 
closer to graduation. For me, 
this semester has been a huge 
whirlwind of events that has 
taken me far beyond my great¬ 
est expectations! Through 
East Central, I have been able 
to grow more as a person who 

truly has a desire for learning 
and experiencing all that the 
world has to offer. The faculty 
has challenged me to be the 
best student that I could be 
through all of my endeavors. I 
have made the best friends in 
my life here at East Central 
because the small campus 
offers students the ability to 
form closer, more meaningful 
relationships with those around 
them. I can say with all of my 
heart that East Central will 
always hold a special place in 
my heart because they have 
helped cultivate the person that 
I am today. 

I truly believe that each 
person should walk away from 
East Central with an over¬ 
whelming sense of pride. The 
faculty, staff and friends made 
here have had a hand in shap¬ 
ing each of us for what we are 
sure to become in the future. 
Here at East Central, everyone 
has put his or her best foot for¬ 
ward to make sure that every 
student has the opportunity to 
succeed. For that purpose, I 
anj truly thankful and will keep 
East Central close to my heart 
forever. 

—Shaun Cooper 
Opinions Editor 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Reader Responds to Staff Writer's Obama Opinion Article 

I am submitting this piece with my 
thoughts in response to an article 
written by Mr. Aaron Morrison 

in the December 2008 edition of the 
Tom Tom. In this article, I read noth¬ 
ing more than a pathetic attempt at 
casting uneducated judgment on a 
very successful man who has defied 
odds to reach the office of the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. I do not 
agree with every policy Mr. Obama 
stands for, however, I do think he de¬ 
serves some respect and correct por¬ 
trayal through news articles (Even 
small ones like this). I learned from 
an instructor at East Central that it 
does not matter if you voted for your 
elected official or not, that person is 
your elected official and therefore 
your leader, in Mr. Obama's case at 
least. Since this man is your leader 
he does not deserve crude and at 
some points completely inaccurate 
accusations against his character. 

PAGES OF THE PAST 

For one, to question the policies 
of the president without sufficient 
knowledge in what you are reporting 
on is an utter sin. This "Till Act" that 
was explained as Mr. Obama and Mr. 
Biden going out and avenging the 
wrong-doers during the Civil Rights 
Movement has no real explanation or 
much of a point. Furthermore, after 
extensive online research I can find 
no documentation ANYWHERE that 
this has been mentioned. In addi¬ 
tion, this would definitely be the first 
time in my life that I have heard of 
"looking in the past too much". To 
my knowledge the saying goes, "You 
must understand your past to know 
how to handle your future", not vice 
versa. 

Next, there was a point raised 
about how lower taxes and univer¬ 
sal health care contradicted each 
other. Now the promise Mr. Obama 
made was to lower the taxes on lower 

income families while raising taxes of 
a different section of the tax bracket. 
This does not mean that everyone's 
taxes in America are going to be cut 
overnight. Mr. Obama has himself 
said that he did not believe that the 
current systems for universal health 
utilized in other countries were 
not the way for America to go. This 
means America would be construct¬ 
ing their version from the ground up, 
not taking other countries versions 
and making it our own. With that 
said how is it possible to criticize 
an idea that has barely even hit the 
drawing boards. 

Mr. Obama is a very bright and in¬ 
telligent man who is trying to make 
the best out of the crumbled economy 
left to him from his predecessor, 
which is a lot more than Mr. McCain 
had to offer with his mirror image of 
the past eight years from the Bush 
reign. The allegation of Mr. Obama 

being a "feel good-person" is not only 
a statement that shoots you in the 
foot but is a complete false definition 
in the follow sentence. Do you realize 
who is known for being the.biggest 
"feel good" president in the past? 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the man 
who pulled this country out of the 
biggest depression it has ever faced. 
So comparing Mr. Obama to Mr. 
Roosevelt in your article that was 
written simply to criticize him seems 
to make you appear in his favor. 

Now on to the comments on the 
stock market that I also found inap¬ 
propriate and just plain uneducated. 
Do you realize the number one cause 
for stock market increase is the peo¬ 
ple feeling comfortable and happy, 
therefore spending their money and 
lubricating the economy? This means 
that once the people get their man in 
office, they will begin throwing that 
money around once again, making 

the big wheels on corporate America 
turn steadily on once again. 

I am one to think that America has 
come a long way since its early days 
of racism but it is articles like this 
that make me wonder. I was offended 
as I read on through this piece of 
literary garbage, issued simply to 
diminish the vision of this nation's 
president. All it takes to avoid these 
types of problems and a little thing 
called research. Wikipedia may not 
be an accredited encyclopedia but it 
sure can keep you from publishing an 
immature article that offends people. 

I realize this is only a school paper 
but it should be held to the same 
standards as any other newspaper 
in the country. Especially to keep 
out articles that are simply rants 
sparked by unconscious racism from 
years of subliminal and cultural 
indecencies. 

—Jef Foshee 

A Look Back at Years Past At ECCC 

BY KYLIE RIGDON 
Editor 

MAY 1949 
► Kenneth Carlton of Forest 

named Editor of Wo-He-Lo. 
► Jamie Etheridge of Louis¬ 

ville named May Queen. 
► Woodley Chandler of Phila¬ 

delphia and Martha Woodward 
of Louisville named Mr. and 
Miss ECJC. 

MAY 1959 
^ 104 candidates will partici¬ 

pate in graduation. 
► Shirley Jones of Forest is 

May Queen. 
► Judy Wright of Louisville, 

Ouida Power of Louisville and 
Beverly Brown of Edinburg 
compete for Valedictorian Hon¬ 
or which will be announced on 
graduation day. 

MAY 1969 
r Robert Glazar awarded 

Teacher of the Year. 
^ Diamond baseball routs 

Scooba in 9-1 contest held Tues¬ 
day, April 22. 

► Tennis squad defeats Co- 
Lin 5-2 on Tuesday, April 29. 

MAY 1979 
► Susan Mihalic of Union is 

named Editor of the Tom-Tom 
for 1979-1980 school year. 

► Kim Wolverton of Carthage 
is elected SBA President for 
1979-1980 school year. 

► Miss Lucille Wood is named 
"Coach of the Year" by the Mis¬ 
sissippi Association of Coaches. 

► EC Karate class continues 
to grow. 

MAY 1989 
► East Central Commence¬ 

ment schedule for Friday, May 
12. 

► Hall of Fame for 1988-1989 
school year includes: Tanya 
Henry of Union, Mark Amis of 
Decatur, Tammy Kirkland of 
Philadelphia, Daryl Brown of 
Newton, Reggie Shumaker of 
Philadelphia and Mike Cooper 
of Decatur. 

► Sondra Fairchild wins first 
place in the Computer Applica¬ 
tions for Business event at the 
State Phi Beta Lambda confer¬ 
ence. 

MAY 1999 
► EC to graduate a record 

number of students as 460 grad¬ 
uates prepare to receive diplo¬ 
mas. 

► Ragan Mitchell of Nanih 
Waiya and Uwe Dotzauer of 
Landau, Germany are selected 
as Mr. and Miss ECCC. 

► Student Body Association 
officers for 1999-2000 include 
Veronica Hayes of Louisville, 
President; Ashley McDill of De¬ 
catur, Vice President; Tesa Hen¬ 
ry of Forest, Secretary; and Rob¬ 
in Watts of Union, Treasurer. 

► Theta Xi, EC's chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa is recognized 
as the Most Outstanding Chap¬ 
ter at the annual Mississippi- 
Louisiana Regional Awards 
Ceremony. 

OTHER VIEWS 

My Experience at ECCC 

If I was to describe my experience at EC, 
I would say it was interesting, but also a 
learning experience. Participating in the 

Wall O' Sound Band has gotten me ready for 
a more challenging experience next year. Next 
school year I will be attending The University of 
West Alabama to extend my career in playing in 
the band and to further my education. Overall 

EC has taught me a lot of things that I hope to 
take to the next level. 

THINGS EC HAS HELPED ACCOMPLISH: 
► Meet new friends 
► Achieved new goals 
► Great Atmosphere 

—Dexter McDonald 
Staff Writer 

SHARE YOUR 

THOUGHTS & IDEAS! 

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, question for Dr. Phil or a 

guest column, please e-mail them to godom@eccc.edu. 

The Tom-Tom is the voice of the Warriors! 
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FROM THE SHELF 

House Offers Uiriller, Night World, 

Cirque Du Freak, Devil May Cry Reviewed 

HOUSE OFFERS 

A SUPERNATURAL THRILLER 
By Frank Peretti and Ted 

Dekker 
Imagine heading to a city so you 

and your wife could get a divorce, only 
to get lost and turned around by a 
deputy. When you think nothing else 
worse could happen, all four of your 
tires have a blow out. Well, that's 
what happens in this story filled with 
suspense, malice and revolt. The 
story takes the couple to a random 
little inn sitting out in the middle of 
nowhere called "Wayward Inn." What 
they don't realize is this Inn is no 
ordinary inn. 

This story has twists and turns 
throughout the whole book to keep 
you entertained. The whole story is 
based on three rules given to them by 
White, they are as follows: 

God came to my house and I killed 
Him. 

I will kill anyone who comes to my 
house, like I killed God. 

Give me one dead body and I may 
let rule number two slide. 

You Have Until Dawn 
Do you think these rules can be 

fulfilled? Do you think anyone will 
survive? Who is White and why did 
he kill God? The catch, the house 
in which they reside in feeds off of 
the evil from within their hearts, so 
not anyone person will see the same 
thing. It all depends on how evil or 

good your heart is that determines 
how the house will react towards you. 
Oh yeah, did I forget to mention that 
one more couple will meet up with 
them in the house. Can you survive 
the story that awaits you? Can you 
bare to find out what happens to the 
couples? How will you react when 
they face creatures and evil that takes 
the same shape as them? Can they 
find the light in the midst of the dark¬ 
ness? Can they find someone who is 
worthy enough to sacrifice their life to 
pay for the atrocious sins they have 
committed? 

This book will keep you on the edge 
of your seat. It is loaded with sus¬ 
pense, horror and the supernatural. 
Frank Peretti and Ted Dekker have 
been called two of the most acclaimed 
writers of supernatural thrillers. This 
is their first book in which they have 
joined forces to craft a story unlike 
any you've ever read. I promise you'll 
be coming back for more. 

—Aaron Morrison 
Staff Writer 

NIGHT WORLD: BOOK 1 
By L. J.Smith 

Night World: Book 1 written by L. J. 
Smith is a collection of three stories; 
"Secret Vampire," 

"Daughters of Darkness" and "Spell¬ 
binder." Night World is not a place 
you can go. It is a community for the 
mythical beings the humans have 
forgotten. It is for the vampires, the 

witches and the werewolves. Night 
World is all around us and anyone 
could be one—your best friend, your 
crush, anyone. And the rules of Night 
World are simple: humans must never 
know it exists and members of Night 
World can NOT fall in love with a hu¬ 
man. Break the rules and the conse¬ 
quences will be dire. 

Poppy never wanted to die. It was 
totally not on her summer to-do list, 
but in "Secret Vampire" that is just 
the news she gets when she is diag¬ 
nosed with a terminal cancer. Her one 
chance of living is James, her best 
friend, secret crush, and unbeknownst 
to her, a vampire. Poppy never knew 
that to live she must do this. Can she 
really leave her family and all she 
ever knew behind for this last chance 
at life? This story is awesome because 
it shows how great true loyalty really 
is. James is willing to break both 
of the Night World's greatest rules 
to save Poppy. Now that is a loyal 
friend—or is there more between 
them? 

What is it like to be a fugitive? To 
be on the run from the only laws you 
have ever really known—the laws of 
your family? In "Daughter of Dark¬ 
ness" Jade, Kestrel and Rowan are 
teenage vampires girls who do not 
agree with the rules of Night World 
and have left it all behind to live 
among the humans as humans. Little 
do they know their brother, Ash, has 

been sent to bring them home and he 
is hot on their tails. But what hap¬ 
pens when this respectable, yet cruel 
brother of theirs falls in love with 
the girls' human friend? More rigid 
rules get broken, not that the friend 
did not already know something was 
different about the girls. This story 
is truly amazing merely in Smith's 
ability to show that one must do what 
is right even if rules get broken in the 
process. "Daughter of Darkness" is a 
well-written story and very enjoyable, 
even though the beginning contains 
two unfortunate deaths. 

In "Spellbinder" two witch cousins 
fight over a single high school crush. 
One is willing to use black magic to 
win the love of this human boy, while 
the other fights with white magic to 
stop the evil spells of her cousin. But 
what happens when the lines of white 
and black magic blur? In this story, 
the reader learns repaying evil with 
evil is never the answer and to always 
fight on the side of good. 

—Stephanie Lunsford 
Staff Writer 

CIRQUE DU FREAK 
By Darren Shan 

Cirque Du Freak is the frightening 
saga of a boy whose visit to a mysteri¬ 
ous freak show leads him on a journey 
into a dark world of vampires. In this 
number-one best seller, twelve-year- 
old Darren Shan faces many obstacles 
that show his true courage. From 

sneaking out against his parents' 
wishes to stealing a poisonous spi¬ 
der which bites his best friend, Shan 
leads the readers on a fanciful journey 
into the darkest realms of the hu¬ 
man mind. What is Shan to do when 
the only way to save his best friend 
is to give up his humanity in order to 
become a vampire's assistant? 

—Stephanie Lunsford 
Staff Writer 

DEVIL MAY CRY 
By Sherrilyn Kenyon 

For millennia, the ex-God turned 
Dark Hunter Sin has sought to 
regain his powers and take revenge 
on Artemis. But now he has bigger 
fish— or in this case, demons— to fry. 
The lethal gallu that were buried by 
his pantheon are stirring and they are 
hungry for human flesh. Their goal: 
to destroy mankind. Sin in the only 
one who can stop then... if a certain 
woman doesn't kill him first. 

Enemies have always made strange 
bedfellows, but never more so when 
the fate of the world hangs in the 
balance. Now a man who only knows 
betrayal must trust the one person 
most likely to hand him to the de¬ 
mons. Artemis may have stolen his 
Godhood, but this one has stolen his 
heart. The only question is, "Will she 
keep it...or feed it to those who want 
him dead?" 

—Stephanie Lunsford 
Staff Writer 

GAMERS' GATHERING 

The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time 

The Legend of 
Zelda:Ocarina of Time 
starts off with a young 

boy that is different than the 
rest of the boys in the Kokiri 
Village. The young boy,often 
referred to as Link,is the 
only young man of the vil¬ 
lage without a Fairy. Soon to 
come Link gets a fairy and 
goes to speak to the Chief of 
the village,an old and wise 
tree named the Great Deku 
Tree. The Great Deku Tree 
instructs Link of how a man 
from the desert placed a curse 
on him for not giving him the 
sacred Emerald of the Kokiri 
Forest. Link is told of how 
the curse is deep inside of the 
Great Deku Tree and how 
he must go inside of him and 
destroy the evil entity within 
him. Link ventures inside of 
the Great Deku tree,finding 
various maps and items along 
the way. Until meeting Queen 
Gohma,one of many key boss 
battles that will mandate his 
future. After defeating Queen 
Gohma and receiving the 
Kokiri's Emerald,Link sets 

FASHION FRENZY 

out to meet Princess Zelda the 
princess of Hyrule. Once inside 
Hyrule Castle,Link speaks to 
Princess Zelda and learns alot 
about the mysterious man from 
the desert,of which you find out 
his name is Ganondorf.and you 
learn about how he wishes to 
steal the Triforce the power of 
the creator Goddess'. Once he 
has the Triforce, Ganondorf can 
make a wish to do anything he 
wants,after learning about his 
evil plot Princess Zelda sends 
you out to find the other two 
jewels. 

Once Link finds the remain¬ 
ing jewels he goes back to the 
entrance of the castle to find 
Princess Zelda and her guide 
Impa riding away on horseback 
with Ganondorf in pursuit. 
Princess Zelda throws the 
Ocarina of Time into the moat 
of the castle as she rides off. 
After getting the Ocarina of 
Time,Link goes to the Temple 
of Time,plays the Song of 
Time and opens the Door of 
Time.Once the Door of Time is 
opened Ganondorf goes in and 
steals the Triforce. Link walks 

Summer Fashion Dos & 

Don'ts, Swimsuit Preparation 

It's that time girls. Put away 
those jackets and uggs, 
summer is finally here. 

This summer season is filled 
with many bright colors. 

Snazz up your style with a 
simple, yet bright-colored tank- 
top. 

This can be worn with a va¬ 
riety of outfits. One particular 
outfit that is coming back.... 

Yep! You guessed it... Hippie 
Skirts. 

A yellow tank-top with a 
black or brown hippie skirt is 
perfect together. 

Accessorize your outfit. 
A big belt that wears high 

on the waist will spice up your 
style, as well. 

Shoes... simple flats, sandals 

or even flip-flops. 
Dress it up a little with some 

heels, depending on the occa¬ 
sion. 

Ready for the swimsuit sea¬ 
son? 

Here are a few tips to help 
you tone up for that special 
beach trip. 

1.) Increase water intake 
2.) Enhance your diet with 

fresh fruits and vegetables 
3.) Walk/Run a mile a day 
4.) Sit- ups and Pushups 

before bed 
5.) Lunges to tone up your 

legs 
Remember keep it simple 

and bright!! 
—Morgan Wells 

Staff Writer 

in and tries to pull the Sword 
of Time from the Pedestal of 
Time. The Sage of Time takes 
Link and places him in a seven 
year sleep period, so he may be 
old enough to wield the Sword 
of Time. Once Link awakens 
from his sleep he is told about 
how the world of Hyrule has 
been run amuck by many 
evil creatures created by the 
sorcerer Ganondorf. Links goal 
now is to awaken the various 
Sages in different temples. 

Once Link awakens the other 
Sages and adds the powers 
together he is able to get into 
Ganondorfs Castle and free 
Princess Zelda. After fighting 
his way through the Castle he 
finally makes it to the final 
room to fight Ganondorf. What 
Link finds is a trap to get the 
full powers of the Triforce 
together so he may attain more 
power. The battle rages on,with 
Link fighting to save Princess 
Zelda.Once Link "defeats" 
Ganondorf,Ganondorf s magic 
back fires on him,with power 
surging through him he turns 
into a ticking time-bomb. Link 

THEATER TAKE 

frees Princess Zelda and they 
both leave the castle before 
it finally falls to the ground. 
Thinking all is over Link and 
Zelda relax and begin to walk 
away. All of a sudden both hear 
a loud sound and Link goes 
to investigate it. As Link gets 
closer fire incircle around him 
and pieces of the castle are bro¬ 
ken apart and sent scattering 
as Ganondorf gets back up. Us¬ 
ing dark magic he uses the last 
part of the Triforces power to 
transform himself into a giant 
beast known as Ganon.Ganon 
knocks the Master Sword out 
of Links hands and sends it 
flying past the fiery wall. After 
many hits Link retrieves the 
Master Sword and fights him 
off with it. Once Link hit him 
enough he weakened Ganon¬ 
dorf enough for Princess Zelda 
to use her magic to hold him 
down giving Link the chance 
to deliver the finals blows and 
kill him. 

— Tyler Watkins 
Staff Writer 

Tyler Perry Releases 

Yet Another Madea Hit 

Submit your news and feature ideas or photos 

from scenes around campus to The Tom-Tom 

by e-mailing godom@eccc.edu. 

"MADEA GOES TO JAIL" 
Madea does it again, this 

time landing herself in jail. 
Madea has done several 
crimes, but has never reached 
jail. Soon her luck would run 
out. It was a comedy and a 
tear-dropper. In the end, they 
learned you couldn't keep 
Madea down. Her record was 
falsified landing her in jail 
5-10 years in jail. With the 
help of Joshua Hardaway 
(Derek Luke), Madea along 
with other wrongly accused la¬ 
dies were freed from jail. The 
movie feature several actors 
and actress such as; Derek 
Luke, Keshia Knight Pul- 
liam, Robin Coleman, Jackson 
Walker, Drew Sidora, Venessa 
Ferlito, Viola Davis, Ion Over¬ 
man, David Mann Tamela J. 
Mann, Sofia Vergara, Judge 

Mathis, Judge Mablean 
Ephriam, and the one and only 
Dr. Phil. Has Madea learned 
her lesson or is this just the 
beginning for her. 

It was an overall great 
movie. It has by far been the 
best comedy movie Tyler Perry 
has produced. I enjoyed this 
movie. I would recommend 
anyone to watch this movie. It 
will keep you laughing from 
beginning to end and some 
parts may make you cry I 
know I did. I found it hilarious 
and impeccable. My favorite 
part was when Joshua leaves 
Linda at the altar after dis¬ 
covering that she had been 
falsifying records. I loved this 
movie and I feel you would too. 

—Amanda Hampton 
Staff Writer 

TUNING IN 

Bolt, Fall Out Boy, 

T-Pain Boasts New Hits 

BOLT-THE MOVIE SOUND¬ 

TRACK 
By Various Artists 

The Disney movie BOLT was 
greatness. The songs within 
the film tell a story themselves. 
While I have never been a fan 
of Miley Cyrus' music or film 
career (detesting both in fact) 
I found upon listening to this 
album that her sound and 
message have both matured 
a lot from her days behind a 
blonde wig belting out sugary 
sweet pre-teen rock. In fact, her 
Duet with John Travolta is one 
of the best songs on the CD. 
Titled 'I Thought I Lost You', 
it displayed her true talents 
as a singer as well as letting 
John have a few good punchy 
lines himself. Another cut off of 
the album entitled 'The Home 
You've Got' is the type of tune 
that you sing to in your car 
when noone else is around. 
The majority of the album is 
scores from the movie itself and 
are good orchestral pieces in 
their own right. Overall a great 
soundtrack to a great movie. 
Though it may not be geared to 
all audiences, if you liked the 
movie, I can tell you this album 
will get a good bit of playtime. 
If you've never seen the movie I 
suggest seeing it before picking 
this one up. 

Rating:**** 

FOLIE A DEAUX 
By Fall Out Boy 

The Chicago-born Quartet 
are back with their fifth studio 
album. The sound of the album 
deliberates even farther from 
the bands old school punk roots, 
giving us a sound more akin to 
their previous offering, Infin¬ 
ity On High. This should NOT, 
however, lead you to believe 
that the album isn't good or 

BAND BUZZ 

that it is just a follow-up to 
their previous work. Folie a 
Deaux is a stand-out work of 
which the boys can be proud. 
The first single, I Don't Care, 
is a strong power chord filled 
offering of pure pop-punk 
pleasure. The song, an adress 
to the people who think the 
band sold out by changing their 
sound, proves that they can still 
rock out with the best of them. 
The follow-up single, America's 
Suitehearts, is another rocker, 
yet still has a bit of a softer 
edge to it. Danny, What a Catch 
is a slower ballad that's great to 
just mellow out to. Bottom line 
if you like Fall Out Boy's past 
works or if you just enjoy a good 
rock band, pick this one up. 

Rating:***** 

THR33 RINGZ 
By T-Pain 

Being a T-Pain fan, when 
he hit shelves with Epiphany, 
I was excited to hear he had 
a new record dropping. When 
I first heard the first single, 
Chopped and Skrewed, I had it 
stuck in my head for days after. 
Soon after I bought the album. 
I was suprised at the sound of 
this one. Some of the stand-out 
tracks include Ringleader Man 
and Freeze. The album also 
includes some skits, though 
filled with some racy content, 
they are good for a laugh even 
if they don't quite flow with the 
music. Being a big fan of R&B/ 
Hip-Hop music, T-Pain's offer¬ 
ing doesn't dissapoing. Featur¬ 
ing guest artist like 'Lil Wayne, 
Chris Brown, Ciara, and Kanye 
West, it's no surprise this one 
is a very well rounded CD that 
will get several plays. 

Rating:***** 
—T.J. Underwood 

Staff Writer 

► Jim Gaffigan May 21 Ma- 
halia Jackson Theatre 

► Coldplay June 9 New Or¬ 
leans Arena (End Stage) 

► Peaches June 13 House of 
Blues New Orleans 

► Dane Cook June 21 UNO 
Lakefront Arena (Center Stage) 

► Essence Music Festival 

July 3-5 Louisiana Superdome 
(Essence Music Fest) 

► Jonas Brothers Aug. 15 
New Orleans Arena (Center 
Stage) 

► Def Leppard Aug. 18 New 
Orleans Arena (End Stage) 

—Jody Lawson 
Staff Writer 
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EXTRAORDINARY TEACHER 

Hardy Inspires The Brighter Side 

BY RACHEL RAMIREZ 
Staff Writer 

Mrs. Kim Hardy has inspired 
many to do their best in their 
studies and life as well. Even 
though Hardy is always busy 
in the science department she 
finds the time to encourage her 
students and walk around cam¬ 
pus with a beautiful smile. Har¬ 
dy has taught her students that 
even though life may be rough, 
it is the lesson that they are 
learning to become the person 
they are today. Hardy has moti¬ 
vated other students by her life 
story. She was chosen to be the 
extraordinary teacher because 
of her positive attitude in and 
out of the classroom. Hardy was 
asked to share her story with 
The Tom-Tom. 

HARDY'S STORY 
When Rachel asked me to 

write about my life, I thought, 
Kim Hardy, 53 years of age, it 
would take a book to tell my 
life's story, but I will shorten 
it.I was born in 1956 as a coun¬ 
try girl. I grew up loving sports, 
especially basketball and rac¬ 
ing dirt motorcycles. I was very 

active in the band, where I was 
a majorette for four years. 

As soon as I graduated from 
Neshoba Central High School 
in 1974, I married at the age of 
18. I went to work as a dental 
assistant, where I fell in love 
with the field of dentistry. I 
entered the dental hygiene pro¬ 
gram at Meridian Community 
College and graduated in 1979 
with highest of high honors. I 
passed the state and national 
dental hygiene boards and went 
to work as a dental hygienist in 
Philadelphia, for a general den¬ 
tist. 

During my first year of prac¬ 
tice I contracted Hepatitis B 
and was not able to work for 
eight months. This was before 
there was a vaccine for Hepati¬ 
tis B. I had a full recovery and 
was not determined to be a car¬ 
rier and was able to return to 
my practice. I later worked for 
a peridontist, a specialty area of 
dentistry, in Meridian. 

After seven years of marriage, 
I found out that I could not have 
children. I eventually adopted 
a little girl named Leigh, at 4 
days of age. 

Later, I went back to college 

'/ 

HARDY 

and took 
the courses 
I needed for 
dental school. 
I got accept¬ 
ed to dental 
school, but 
due to mari¬ 
tal problems 
I did not go. 
I eventually 
went back to 
Mississippi 
State Uni¬ 
versity and 
received my 
B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in biology. 

My first teaching job was at 
Kosciusko Middle School, and 
I also taught at Philadelphia 
High School. I was also an ad¬ 
junct instructor at Mississippi 
State University. In 1992, I 
received the Science and Math 
Teacher Award from Mississip¬ 
pi State University chapter of 
Sigma Xi Society. In 1993, I re¬ 
ceived the Herbert M. Handley 
Outstanding Science Teacher 
Award presented by the Missis¬ 
sippi Science Association. 

Then I was awarded a divorce 
as my marriage of 20 years end¬ 

ed. After 5 years of being single, 
I got involved in a 14-month 
relationship that led to a world 
that I once knew nothing about, 
the world of domestic violence. I 
was left not only with emotional 
scars, but physical scars. Den¬ 
tistry took care of the fractured 
teeth, and three reconstructive 
surgeries took care of my face. 
My life seemed to change for 
the worse in just 14 months 
and had left me with feelings of 
helplessness. 

I just wanted to stay behind 
closed doors, due to the disfig¬ 
urement of my face and teeth, 
something I once had taken a 
lot of pride in. Of course there 
was the anger to deal with 
as well. Then I received a call 
from Dr. Lavinia Sparkman at 
East Central and she asked if I 
could help out with instruction 
because they had a science in¬ 
structor that was very sick. 

I first said to myself, "I can¬ 
not stand up in front of a class 
with the way my face looks," be¬ 
cause at the time I still needed 
two more major surgeries which 
had to be spaced out over 18 
months. 

I made the decision to come to 

East Central Community Col¬ 
lege and work with Ron Davis 
who was suffering with cancer. 
Davis changed my life, maybe 
even saved it. Here I was think¬ 
ing, poor me, I will have to live 
with these scars for the rest of 
my life, but Mr. Davis was the 
one who was living by the mo¬ 
ment and not taking life for 
granted. Every day as I worked 
with Ron, I saw his strength 
and great will to live. He had 
such a positive attitude about 
life and his family. Although 
he was very sick, he was still 
the first one to help others. I 
would go home every day with 
such admiration for this man. 
I began to realize that Ron had 
been placed in my life for a rea¬ 
son and it was certainly clear 
what that reason was. I began 
to look at my dilemma with a 
totally different perspective. 

I had learned many things 
about domestic violence through 
research and personal experi¬ 
ence, and which in turn I used 
it to help others. 

Ron Davis is no longer physi¬ 
cally here, but I have a part of 
him within me, and I will never 
forget how he turned my life 

around. Thank you, Mr. Ron 
Davis. 

I am now happily married to 
Bobby Hardy, my best friend 
since high school. He has two 
daughters, Deanna, a student 
at the University of Southern 
Mississippi, and Carmen, a chef 
at the Hattiesburg Convention 
Center. I have one daughter, 
Leigh, who is married to Tom¬ 
my Wayne McDaniel. Leigh 
and Tommy Wayne gave Bobby 
and me three grandchildren, 
Paisley 23 months, Mason and 
Brian, both 7 years of age. We 
are loading up and heading to 
Disney World this summer. 
Isn't life grand!!! 

REFLECTION 
Hardy has overcome so many 

obstacles in her life and yet she 
has a great attitude in life. Har¬ 
dy demonstrates sometimes you 
have to fall to get somewhere in 
life. I will always remember this 
extraordinary teacher and take 
her life lesson with me. Every 
time that I think my life is bad 
I will always remember that 
someone always has it worse 
than I do because of the lesson 
taught by Mrs. Hardy. 

McRae Retiring After taking Learning Fun' for Students 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

After striving to "make learn¬ 
ing fun" during 25 years of ser¬ 
vice teaching students on the 
secondary and post-secondary 
levels, Gloria McRae of Carthage 
is retiring as math instructor at 
East Central Community Col¬ 
lege in Decatur. 

McRae will be honored with 
other ECCC retirees at the end- 
of-the year luncheon scheduled 
May 14. 

McRae, who has spent the 
past 15 years in the ECCC class¬ 
room, said she has "mixed feel¬ 
ings" about leaving her chosen 
profession. 

"I am excited that I will be able 
to visit (and help out!) with my 
four precious granddaughters 
and have more time to, hope¬ 
fully, straighten out my house," 
McRae stated. "But I also am a 
little sad to be leaving all of my 
friends at EC. I will miss EC and 
the EC family." 

McRae, an ECCC alumnus 
and Forest High School gradu¬ 
ate, said returning to her alma 
mater as instructor has been a 
"wonderful experience." 

"EC holds a special place in 
my heart," she said. "As a stu¬ 
dent, I had a wonderful time... 
I learned a lot and also made 
friendships that continue to this 
day. As president of the ECCC 
Alumni Association in the '80's, 
I enjoyed getting back in touch 
with the College and seeing how 
much everything had changed." 

McRae recalled when she was 
a student at EC in the '60's, 
"Newton Hall was an old wooden 
building and the current library 
and fine arts center were only a 
dream!" 

"As a faculty member," she 
continued, "I have really enjoyed 
teaching and getting to know the 

students. Many of my former 
Calculus students have stayed 
in touch and I have appreciated 
them sharing their successes." 

McRae, whose classes include 
Beginning Algebra, Intermedi¬ 
ate Algebra, College Algebra, 
Pre-Calculus, Real Number 
System, Problem Solving with 
Real Numbers, Trigonometry, 
Calculus I, II and *111, said she 
had to make adjustments to her 
teaching methods basically due 
to changes in technology. 

"If you, as a teacher, do not 
change teaching methods over 
the years, you become quickly 
outdated," she said. "When I 
finished my undergraduate de¬ 
gree, hand-held calculators did 
not even exist. Now, I daily use 
a graphing calculator that has 
more memory than my first 
computer! Graphing calculators 
have made math easier since 
it allows students to actually 
see the mathematics through 
graphs." 

She further stated, "Technol¬ 
ogy has opened up new worlds in 
mathematics. With the use of the 
graphing calculator, students 
can actually see how changing 
a function changes a graph. It 
is much easier for students to 
graph without the calculator af¬ 
ter seeing this. We are also now 
using a math computer lab. This 
allows students to practice in 
the lab or at home and have in¬ 
stantaneous feedback." 

One aspect of teaching that 
did not change for McRae is her 
method of helping students as 
they learn the subject matter. 

"I think the most effective way 
to reach students is to make 
learning fun - or at least inter¬ 
esting," said the veteran instruc¬ 
tor. "In class, I use analogies to 
help students relate to a certain 
type of problem or the steps 

MCRAE 

used to work 
that problem. 
Our small 
class size re¬ 
ally helps be¬ 
cause I can 
'keep tabs' on 
how students 
are doing in 
class." 

Regard- 
ing improve¬ 
ments in the 
classroom, 
McRae said, 
"I would love 
to see all the 
math class¬ 
rooms used as computer labs, 
so faculty could utilize comput¬ 
er-aided instruction with their 
classes whenever needed." 

In addition to her teaching du¬ 
ties, McRae has helped score the 
high school AP Calculus Test. 
Approximately 800 high school 
college and university Calculus 
teachers from around the world 
are represented each year in 
this project. 

She has also assisted in pre¬ 
senting Algebra workshops spon¬ 
sored by the Mississippi Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics. In 
addition, she has helped sponsor 
the annual ECCC District Math 
Contest held on the Decatur 
campus. 

McRae began her career 
teaching junior high math af¬ 
ter getting a degree in music 
education from the University 
of Southern Mississippi. She 
later qualified for an emergency 
certificate and began teaching 
math at Carthage Junior High 
School "which really changed 
my career." She later received 
a master's degree in math from 
Mississippi State University 
and completed additional stud¬ 
ies from MSU. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

HARRISON PRESENTED HON¬ 

OR: Ricky Harrison (third from 
left) of Decatur is shown receiv¬ 
ing the 2009 Award of Excellence 
for Use of Historical Records in 
Higher Education presented at 
the Mississippi Historical Records 
Advisory Board awards luncheon 
held at the University of Southern. 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Campus in 
Long Beach. Harrison, a drafting 
and design technology instructor 
at ECCC, is the first recipient of 
the prestigious honor, presented 
at the Society of Mississippi Ar¬ 
chivists' biennial conference. The 
award recognizes Harrison and 
class members for their extensive 
research on historical projects, 
which included a survey and lo¬ 
cation of the original four corners 
of Newton County and documen¬ 
tation of Gen. William Sherman's 

march from Decatur to Lauder- 
dale County and his route in the 
western part of Newton County 
during the Civil War. Harrison 
received the award from Julia 
Marks Young (second from left) 
and Forrest Galey (left), officials 
with the Archives and Records 
Services Division for the Missis¬ 
sippi Department of Archives and 
History. Also pictured are Har¬ 

rison's wife, Janean (second from 
right) and Ann Burkes, represent¬ 
ing the Newton County Historical 
and Genealogical Society, who 
nominated Harrison for the 
award. The printed reports of the 
class projects as well as maps 
and charts generated by the proj¬ 
ects are all part of the collection 
of Newton County Archives. 

She credits her decision in 
choose a career in education to 
the late Dr. Shelby Harris, long¬ 
time ECCC math instructor. 

"Dr. Harris was my trigonom¬ 
etry teacher at East Central and 
was the biggest influence on my 
decision to be a teacher," she 
said. "He was always available 
to help students and really loved 
the math he was teaching? 

In addition to helping "spoil" 

her granddaughters and catch¬ 
ing up on housework, McRae 
said she plans to spend her re¬ 
tirement years "catching up 
on my reading and continuing 
in mathematics by presenting 
workshops for teachers — but not 
necessarily in that order!" 

Her hobbies include sewing 
and cross-stitching, "so I am 
hoping I will have time to do 
those again, too!( M 

,() .Kit > -i 

She is married to James 
McRae and they have three 
grown children. Kristen is mar¬ 
ried to Josh Fowler. They have 
two daughters, Kaitlyn, eight 
and Sarah, three, and reside in 
Jackson. Karen is married to 
Matt Frazer. They also have two 
daughters, Kennedy, three and 
infant Elizabeth, and reside in 
Lifcfete Rock, Ark. Craig resides 
in Valparaiso,,, Fla, , 
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Pizza & More 

Lunch Buffet 

10:30-1:30 p.m. • 15507 Hwy. 15 • Decatur 

Call-in • Dine-In • Carry-out 

Pizza • Breadsticks • Cheesesticks • PoBoys • Shrimp Platter • Salad • Scoop Ice Cream & More 
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ECCC Selects New Faculty Members 

Retirees Honored 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

The selection of new faculty mem¬ 
bers and recognition of retiring instruc¬ 
tors were among items approved at the 
April meeting of the East Central Com¬ 
munity College Board of Trustees. 

Joining the ECCC faculty for 2009-10 
are Patrick Stokley Jr., of Vernon, Ala., 
biology instructor; Brooke Silbley of 
Newton, early childhood education in¬ 
structor; Jason Armstrong of Meridian, 
English instructor; and Robin Fulton of 
Louisville, mathematics instructor. 

PATRICK STOKLEY JR. 
Stokley currently serves as a substi¬ 

tute teacher at The Capitol School in 
Tuscaloosa. He is also a former substi¬ 
tute teacher at Heritage Academy in 
Columbus. In addition, he previously 
served as a biology/zoology lab assistant 
at the University of West Alabama. 

A graduate of East Mississippi Com¬ 
munity College, Stokley holds a mas¬ 
ter's degree from UWA and a bachelor's 
degree in biology from the University of 
Alabama. 

BROOKE SIBLEY 
Sibley currently serves as Early 

Childhood Programs director at the 
Newton County Career and Technical 
Center. She is also an instructor at Mis¬ 
sissippi State University-Meridian and 
serves as an educational consultant for 
the East Mississippi Center for Educa¬ 
tional Development (EMCED) at MSU- 
Meridian. 

An ECCC graduate, Sibley attended 
Meridian Community College and Mis¬ 
sissippi State University in Starkville, 
where she received bachelor, master 
and educational specialist degrees in 
elementary education. 

JASON ARMSTRONG 
Armstrong currently serves as an 

adjunct professor of management at 
MSU-Meridian. 

He is a graduate of Mississippi State 
University in Starkville, where he re¬ 
ceived a bachelor's degree in agricul¬ 
ture and a master's degree in business 
administration. He is currently pursu¬ 
ing a master's degree in community col¬ 
lege education with emphasis in Eng¬ 
lish/Literature. 

ROBIN FULTON 
Fulton currently serves as math¬ 

ematics instructor at East Mississippi 
Community College in Scooba. She pre¬ 
viously taught math at Central Acad¬ 
emy in Macon and at Nanih Waiya At¬ 
tendance Center. She is also a former 

adjunct math instructor for ECCC. 
Fulton is a graduate of Mississippi 

State University in Starkville, where 
she received bachelor and master's de¬ 
grees in mathematics. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
Resolutions were adopted honoring 

retiring faculty members who include 
Debbie Boyd, English instructor; Mary 
Ann Wright, early childhood education 
technology director/instructor; James 
Clark, electronic technology instructor; 
Joe Johnson, biology instructor; Gloria 
McRae, mathematics instructor; and 
Judy Brooks, business technology in¬ 
structor at the Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Career-Technical Center. 

Boyd and Wright retired in Decem¬ 
ber 2008, after serving five-and-a half 
years and 16 years, respectively, on the 
Decatur campus. 

DEBBIE BOYD 
Boyd, who has 28 total years in educa¬ 

tion, has a bachelor's degree in second¬ 
ary education with a concentration in 
English from the University of South¬ 
ern Mississippi and earned master's 
and specialist degrees in secondary 
education with a concentration in Eng¬ 
lish from Mississippi State University- 
Meridian. 

She resides in Pensacola after previ¬ 
ously living in Meridian. 

MARY WRIGHT 
Wright has a bachelor's degree from 

the University of Mississippi and com¬ 
pleted additional coursework at the 
University of Southern Mississippi and 
Mississippi State University. 

A former resident of Newton, Wright 
now resides in Memphis. 

JAMES CLARK 
Clark has taught electronic technol¬ 

ogy classes for 11 years. He holds an as¬ 
sociate in arts degree from Solana Com¬ 
munity College in California. 

He resides in Lake. 

GLORIA MCRAE 
McRae has served 15 years as math¬ 

ematics instructor on the ECCC cam¬ 
pus. She also taught math classes for 
10 years on the high school and junior 
high school levels, including stints at 
Carthage Junior High, South Leake 
High School and Northwest Rankin 
High School. 

She received an associate's degree 
from ECCC and has a bachelor's degree 
in music from the University of South¬ 
ern Mississippi and a master's degree 
in math from Mississippi State Univer¬ 
sity in Starkville. She has also compet¬ 
ed post-graduate work at MSU. 

McRae resides in Carthage. 

JOE JOHNSON 
Johnson has taught biology classes 

at ECCC since August 2001, after pre¬ 
viously serving 11 years as an adjunct 
instructor. 

Johnson has a bachelor's degree in bi¬ 
ology from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and a master's degree in 
biology from Mississippi State Univer¬ 
sity-Meridian. He has completed addi¬ 
tional graduate hours at USM. 

He resides in Meridian. 

JUDY BROOKS 
Brooks has served since August 2004 

as business technology instructor at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career- 
Technical Center, a division of ECCC. 

She previously served as a business 
and computer teacher at the Walnut 
Grove Correctional Facility. She is also 
a former business and computer teach¬ 
er at Leake Academy. She began her 
career in education as business teacher 
at Utica High School. 

She holds an associate's degree from 
ECCC and a bachelor's degree in busi¬ 
ness education from Delta State Uni¬ 
versity. She has also completed course- 
work at Mississippi State University. 

She resides in Carthage. 
Retirees will also be recognized at the 

College's end-of-the-year luncheon on 
May 14. 

Wright Retires at End of Fall Term 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

After 16 years as an Early 
Childhood Education instructor 
at East Central Community Col¬ 
lege, Mary Ann Wright says she 
has mixed emotions about retir¬ 
ing at the end of the fall term. 

"It will be very hard to walk 
away, but on the other hand, I 
have many things to look for¬ 
ward to...many of which I'm 
not even aware.. .because God 
always has a plan for our lives 
and it's always better than any 
plan we have for ourselves," she 
said. "So I'm looking forward 
to seeing where God is going to 
lead me." 

Wright never really intended 
to become a teacher but after 
becoming a single parent she 
put her degree in home econom¬ 
ics to use as an instructor in the 
Mississippi Delta. After mov¬ 
ing to Meridian, she took a job 
in real estate and radio sales 
for 12 years before going back 
to the classroom as a childcare 
instructor in the Lauderdale 
County School System and then 
ECCC. 

"I don't think my teaching 
methods have changed very 
much over the years," she said. 
"I started out being a home 
economics teacher and now I'm 
director of the early childhood 
education program at EC. Home 
economics has always been 

about taking care of the family 
and that's what I feel I am still 
doing. I'm taking care of people's 
children, training students how 
to take care of children, and 
dealing with parents of the chil¬ 
dren. Many times these parents 
come to me with problems they 
are having with their children or 
other things that may indirectly 
affect their children. So I'm still 
helping solve problems with the 
family." 

Wright said the most effective 
way to reach students is to let 
them know their teacher cares 
about them and their success 
in school. "The old saying about 
'not caring about what a person 
knows until you know the per¬ 
son cares' is very true. I do care 
about my students. They know 
my office door is open to them 
anytime whether it is about 
school work, personal problems 
or just to chat. They know I'm 
sincerely interested in their 
lives and want only the best for 
them. 

She added, "I learned a long 
time ago when I was in radio 
sales that whatever title is on 
your business card (account ex¬ 
ecutive, advertising consultant, 
etc.) doesn't matter. The title that 
should be on there is helper, be¬ 
cause what people really need is 
your help and if you're not there 
to help them then you're in the 
wrong business. The same thing 
is true of students. If you're not 

here to help them then you're in 
the wrong business." 

One thing Wright won't miss 
about the teaching profession is 
the new technology. "I guess it's 
time for me to retire because I'm 
not wild about this new technol¬ 
ogy," she said. "I feel I need to 
look these students in the face 
when I teach them, when I give 
assignments, tests, etc. I don't 
like distance learning and put¬ 
ting assignments on the com¬ 
puter for them. I don't know 
how in the world you can teach 
and grade a student on working 
with children when they have no 
contact with children, but only 
book knowledge. This might be 
fine for some subjects, but when 
it comes to working with chil¬ 
dren, I feel there is only one way 
to do this and that's hands-on 
contact." 

Although she isn't keen on 
some of the technological chang¬ 
es, Wright does praise the com¬ 
munity college system. "I feel 
community colleges are great 
liasons between high schools 
and universities. Many students 
can't afford four years at a uni¬ 
versity and many are just not 
ready for university life at the 
age of 18. Therefore community 
colleges serve as a connection 
between the two. Community 
colleges are also great places for 
careers in technology, job skills 
and industrial careers." 

The students and the children 

in the child care program are 
what she has liked most about 
East Central. "All three caregiv- 
ers at the child care center are 
former students of mine and six 
times since I've been here I've 
been selected for Who's Who 
Among America's Teachers. To 
me this is the highest honor one 
can receive because in order to 
get selected a student has to 
nominate you." 

Wright plans to spend the 
first part of her retirement visit¬ 
ing the Memphis area with her 
grandchildren. "My daughter, 
Christye, is starting to nurse 
anesthetist school and needs 
help with her four- and five- 
year-old children. My other four 
grandchildren are also in the 
Memphis area. I also plan to 
spend time with my 90-year-old 
mother." 

She added, "I would love to 
retire to Hawaii for a while. I'll 
just have to wait and see where 
God leads me." 

Wright has three children. 
Richie and his wife Donna live 
in Hernando and have two chil¬ 
dren, Brayden, 9, and Alex, 2. 
Missy and her husband, Greg, 
live in Germantown, Tenn., and 
have two children, Lauren, 9, 
and Gregory, 8. Christye and 
her husband, Scott, live in Lake¬ 
land, Tenn., and have two chil¬ 
dren, Garrett, 5, and Sophie, 4. 

Wright is a graduate of Hous¬ 
ton High School and received her 

bachelor's degree at the Univer¬ 
sity of Mississippi. She has also 
completed additional hours at 

WRIGHT 

the University of Southern Mis¬ 
sissippi and Mississippi State 
University. 

Cox Selected ECCC 

Campus Police Chief 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

William "Bill" Cox of Phila¬ 
delphia was recently selected 
Chief of Police at East Central 
Community College announced 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC 
president. 

Cox, who begins his duties on 
April 1, has served as deputy 
sheriff for the Neshoba Coun¬ 
ty Sheriffs Department since 
2005. He is also a former police 
officer for the Philadelphia and 
Olive Branch police depart¬ 
ments. 

Dr. Sutphin said Cox was cho¬ 
sen for the new position due to 
his "experience and the match 
between his skills and the re¬ 
quirements for the position." 

"Chief Cox began his law en¬ 
forcement career in an urban 
police force, moved to a rural 
police force, and then while 
serving as deputy sheriff he was 
a school resource officer dealing 

with students 
and parents 
in an edu¬ 
cational en¬ 
vironment," 
said Dr. Sut¬ 
phin. "During 
his tenure 
as a deputy 
sheriff, he 
was named to 
the DUI 100 
Club by the 
Mississippi 
Department 
of Public Safe¬ 
ty for his record in enforcing 
DUI laws. While a uniformed 
officer with the Olive Branch 
Police Department, he received 
the Distinguished Service Com¬ 
mendation." 

Cox is a graduate of the Mis¬ 
sissippi Law Enforcement 
Training Academy. He is also a 
certified School Resource Officer 
and holds certification in Stan¬ 

dardized Field Sobriety, Active 
Shooter Response and Basic 
Hostage Negotiation Training. 

He is also an ordained min¬ 
ister and previously served as 
pastor of several Church of God 
churches. He is a member of the 
Contemporary Christian group 
"Canaan," and he and his wife, 
Britta, own the River of Life 
Christian Bookstore in Phila¬ 
delphia. 

A graduate of Leake Academy, 
Cox holds a bachelor's degree 
in psychology from Mississippi 
State University. He has also 
taken graduate classes in com¬ 
munity counseling at MSU and 
previously completed course- 
work in philosophy and religion 
at the University of Mississippi. 
He also attended classes at Me¬ 
ridian Community College. 

Cox and his wife have four 
children, Carrigan, 12; Loralee, 
11; Connor, seven; and Sam, 
four. 

Brady Receives 

Award of Excellence 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

East Central Community 
College art instructor Christo¬ 
pher Brady won honors at the 
Mississippi Art Faculty Juried 
Exhibition held at the Lauren 
Rogers Museum of Art in Lau¬ 
rel. 

Brady received one of three 
Awards of Excellence pre¬ 
sented at the competition for 
his entry, "Ray," a silverpoint 
drawing of an actual person by 
that name. 

"Silverpoint is an archaic 
drawing medium that few peo¬ 
ple employ these days," Brady 
said. "I suppose that I enjoy 
the irony of using this outdat¬ 
ed, delicate, tedious medium 
to render an image of common 

banality." 
Brady was 

also the only 
instructor to 
have three 
pieces of 
artwork ac¬ 
cepted from 
41 entries. 

The exhi¬ 
bition was 
open to all 
two-year and 
four-year col¬ 
lege instruc¬ 
tors. 

Brady joined 
the ECCC art faculty in Au¬ 
gust 2008. 

He previously served as ad¬ 
junct art instructor at Hinds 
Community College. He also 

taught art classes while a 
graduate student at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi. In ad¬ 
dition, he has experience as 
a web designer, webmaster, 
graphic artist and photogra¬ 
pher. 

Brady is recognized in the 
2007 Guinness Book of World 
Records for constructing the 
longest woodblock print, which 
measured 281 feet. 

A graduate of Forest Hill 
High School, Brady received 
a bachelor's degree in studio 
art from Mississippi College 
and earned a master's degree 
in art education and fine arts 
with emphasis in printmaking 
from Ole Miss. 

Brady and his wife LeAnne 
reside in Ridgeland. 
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Johnson Retiring As Biology Instructor 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

Stating he is ready to relax and do 
things he seldom gets to do, Joe John¬ 
son is stepping down as biology and 
science instructor at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 

Johnson, who joined the ECCC fac¬ 
ulty in August 2001, will have accu¬ 
mulated 24 years of service in educa¬ 
tion when he retires later this month. 
He will be honored with other college 
retirees at the end-of-the-luncheon on 
May 14. 

A Meridian resident, Johnson previ¬ 
ously taught biology classes at Merid¬ 
ian High School. He is also a former 
adjunct instructor for ECCC. 

Johnson, who also serves as division 
chairman and sponsors the ECCC En¬ 
vironment Club, said he "will miss the 
camaraderie of working with a won¬ 
derful science faculty" as well as the 
college itself, which he considers a 
"great place" to work. 

"EC is a wonderful place to work," 
Johnson said. "Everyone works to¬ 
gether to make the students' time 
here memorable and to make sure 
that they can receive a good basic edu¬ 
cation and be successful in life. There 
is a tremendous sense of tradition and 
pride here that goes back to 1928." 

Johnson, who is also being honored 

as this year's Academic Instructor of 
the Year, said teaching continues to 
be a career with many challenges. 

"To me, the biggest challenge in 
teaching is finding the time and en¬ 
ergy to prepare for instruction that 
students can comprehend," Johnson 
explained. "And it takes a lot of time 
to grade all the students' work and 
take care of the administrative work 
that has to be done." 

Johnson, who teaches general biol¬ 
ogy, human anatomy and physiology, 
dendrology, microbiology and zoology 
classes, said his teaching methods 
have changed somewhat during the 
years, just as new technologies have 
affected the classroom experience. 

"I teach more conceptually that I 
once did," he said. "I try to limit details 
to the ones that explain the concept 
that I am trying to get across. There is 
SO much information in science that 
we can try to teach students but they 
can only grasp so much of it." 

So, what does Johnson feel is the 
most effective way to "reach" students 
in 2009? 

"To reach students the instructor 
needs to try to make the subject mat¬ 
ter seem relevant to the students' own 
personal lives and try to make it in¬ 
teresting," he stated. "Of course, this 
often is very difficult to do with some 

subject matter. I 
incorporate stories 
and analogies when 
appropriate but of¬ 
ten do not have the 
luxury of the time to 
do that." 

Regarding new 
technologies, John¬ 
son said instruc¬ 
tion "is definitely 
changing...and can 
be rough on us old 
timers!" 

"The world outside JOHNSON 
the classroom is full of 
modern technology," 
he explained. "If we don't have up-to- 
the-date technology in our classrooms, 
it is like students are stepping back in 
time when they enter the door! They 
cannot relate to that because they are 
constantly bombarded by so much 
stimulating media." 

Johnson said he likes the "Black¬ 
board" platform and pod casting, 
which allows instructors to commu¬ 
nicate over distance and not in real 
time. 

"This, to me, allows for more effi¬ 
cient education," he said. "Students 
can work and go to the virtual class¬ 
room when they can. The drawback 
is that students must be more disci¬ 

plined than younger college students 
typically are." 

Despite challenges that occur, John¬ 
son said community colleges serve 
a vital need to a diverse population; 
however, he added more needs could 
be met if funds were available. 

"I believe that the community col¬ 
lege is one of the best institutions 
around," he said. "It is the education¬ 
al center for the whole community. 
There are opportunities for ALL ages. 
At EC, we cater to everyone from ba¬ 
bies at the daycare center to retirees 
going back to school to learn to weld 
or take American Literature. During 
economic downturns when workers 
get laid off, they come to community 
colleges to retrain. The only change I 
see needed for community colleges is 
more funding and more programs to 
train more people." 

In reflecting on his career, Johnson 
said he actually "stumbled" into the 
teaching profession....and is glad he 
did so. 

"Teaching has been a rewarding 
career and I highly recommend it, al¬ 
though it is not for everyone," John¬ 
son said. "It can be very stressful but 
also very rewarding, especially when 
former students come back and relate 
how I was the reason they went into 
research, became medical doctor or a 

biology teacher." 
Johnson credits his high school Lit¬ 

erature teacher, Mrs. Ruth Ethridge, 
with his decision to chose education 
as a career. 

"When Mrs. Ethridge told stories of 
her travels, she made us feel like we 
had been there as well," Johnson said. 
"I believe that is why I tend to tell sto¬ 
ries in class. I had several college bi¬ 
ology instructors who took us on field 
trips into swamps, on rivers and out 
to islands. That is why I love to spon¬ 
sor The Environmental Club." 

In addition to relaxing, Johnson 
said his retirement plans inlcude 
traveling, camping, canoeing, kaya¬ 
king, sailing, fishing, woodworking, 
gardening, reading something "be¬ 
sides biology books," working on his 
family's blueberry farm, fixing up his 
1960 Austin Healey Sprite and doing 
volunteer church work. He also hopes 
to serve as adjunct instructor when 
the new Davis Science Building is 
constructed on campus. 

Johnson and his wife, Robin, a den¬ 
tal assisting instructor at Meridian 
Community College, have two grown 
children. Greg is the Blues Archivist 
and a writing instructor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi. Sarah is work¬ 
ing on her Ph.D. in biology at the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin-Madison. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

CHANDLER RETIRES 

FROM ECCC: Wes 
Chandler of Walnut 
Grove selected the 

perfect day to retire - 
his birthday! Chan¬ 

dler, who served 
almost 23 years as 

HVAC/Electrician 
for the maintenance 

department at ECCC, 
chose April 24, 2009 
- his 66th birthday- 

as his final day at 
work. The happy 

retiree is shown with 
his wife Hilda as 

he displays a cake 
prepared in his honor 
and served with other 

goodies during a 
reception held in the 
Gold Room of Mabry 

Memorial Cafeteria. 
Chandler was also 
presented a mon¬ 

etary gift from fellow 
staff members. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

RETIREMENT GIFT FOR CHANDLER: Wes Chandler (right), who 
recently retired from the East Central Community College mainte¬ 
nance department, is shown receiving a cash gift from fellow staff 
member Adam Foreman during a reception held Friday, April 24, 
2009, in the Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria on the Decatur 
campus. Chandler, who turned 66 on the day of his retirement re¬ 
ception, served 23 years as HVAC/Electrician. He resides in Walnut 
Grove with his wife, Hilda. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

CLARK LEAVING ECCC CAREER- 

TECH FACULTY: After serving 20 
years as a classroom instructor, East 

Central Community College electronic 
technology instructor James Clark is 
retiring at the end of the spring 2009 
term. Clark, who said he is ready "to 
move on to the next job," began his 

employment at ECCC in 1998. He is a 
graduate of Lewis County High School 
in Vanceburg, Kentucky, and received 

an associate's degree in consumer 
electronics and television service from 
Salano Community College in Suisun, 
California. He has 20 years of electri¬ 

cal/electronics experience in the Navy, 
20 years work experience as an elec¬ 
tronic engineer with Hughes Aircraft/ 

Raytheon and three years experi¬ 
ence teaching electronics at Salano 

Community College. He and his wife, 
Barbara, reside near Lake. They have 

a son, three grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

RECRUITING ECCC STUDENTS: 
David Cobb of Northrop Grum¬ 

man Ship Systems in Pasca- 
goula recently visited the East 

Central Community College 
campus and is shown making a 
recruiting presentation to weld¬ 
ing, machine shop and electri¬ 
cal technology students. Cobb 

said Northrop Grumman has an 
immediate need for welders and 

also plans to hire machinists 
and electricians in the very near 

future. 

ECCC Family 

Mourns Russell 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

East Central Community Col¬ 
lege contin¬ 
ues to mourn 
one of its 
own follow¬ 
ing the death 
of Clinton 
Russell, who 
was serving a 
second stint 
as physical 
plant direc¬ 
tor when he 
died of heart 
failure Mon¬ 
day, April 
20, 2009, at 
St. Dominic 
Hospital in 
Jackson. 

Services for Russell, 75, were 
held April 22 at Clarke-Venable 
Baptist Church in Decatur. 

Russell led the College's 
maintenance department for 
28 years prior to his retirement 
in 1992. When the mainte¬ 
nance department was moved 
to its present location in the 
spring of 2006, it was named 

RUSSELL 

in Russell's honor following a 
building dedication ceremony 
on May 6 of that year. 

Russell left retirement in the 
fall of 2008 to again lead the 
department and had served 
since that time. 

He was. an active member of 
Gideons International, Newton 
County chapter. He served as a 
deacon and trustee at Clarke- 
Venable Baptist Church. 

Russell was selected Citi¬ 
zen of the Year by the Decatur 
Chamber of Commerce and re¬ 
ceived the Golden Deed Award 
from the Exchange Club. 

Among survivors are his wife 
of 55 years, Barbara Jo David¬ 
son Russell; daughter, Lynn 
Hayes and husband, George; 
and son, Randy Russell and 
wife, Sherri. His granddaugh¬ 
ter, Joy Hayes, is a sophomore 
at ECCC. 

The family requests memo¬ 
rial be made to the Newton 
County Gideons, P. O. Box 
297, Newton, MS 39345 or the 
Clarke-Venable Baptist Church 
Building Fund, P.O. Box 308, 
Decatur, MS 39327. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

A KISS TO REMEMBER...: Although she was a little shy at first, 
ECCC music instructor Vicki Blaylock finally worked up enough 
nerve to lay a kiss on her new friend to the delight of sophomore 
Aaron Mann (left) of Carthage during one of the many Relay for 
Life fundraising events and sponsored by Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges. 
Blaylock, who teaches music and directs the Ac'cents Show Choir 
and Concert Choir, and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin were 
"neck-in-neck" during bidding for the Kiss the Pig Contest, eventu¬ 
ally won by Blalock thanks to a last-second donation by Dr. Sutphin! 
The Kiss the Pig Contest and Silent Auction netted $482.72 for 
the American Cancer Society in its never-ending battle to fight the 
dreaded disease. Relay for Life activities continued Saturday, May 2 
and resulted in a total of $1,682.31 raised for the annual event. 
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EXTRAORDINARY STUDENT 

Harris Overcomes War Attack, Pursues Education 

BYZACHARYT. EAVES 
Staff Writer 

There are many outstanding 
students throughout the stu¬ 
dent body of East Central Col¬ 
lege, but one who is extremely 
outstanding is Dustin Harris. 

Harris is a native of Newton 
County and graduated from 
Newton County High School. 
He was an E-4 specialist with 
the 287 10th infantry mountain 
division out of New York, and 
spent 16 months in Afghani¬ 
stan. While in Afghanistan, 

Harris was wounded. He and 
his squad were assigned to help 
the Afghan police because they 
were having problems with ter¬ 
rorists in that area. His squad 
was placed on top of the build¬ 
ing for sniper detail and as they 
were changing shifts, a bomber 
ran past the gate which lead 
into the compound. Harris' men 
were relaxing when the bomber 
approached, the young Afghan 
policeman couldn't shut the gate 
and threw himself on the bomb¬ 
er and the bomb exploded. The 
Afgan policeman took most of 

the blast, but Harris was thrown 
into a wall and shrapnel lodged 
into his leg. 

Harris said despite his injury 
he plans on completing his edu¬ 
cation and obtaining a major in 
liberal arts, entering officers' 
school and later becoming a lieu¬ 
tenant in the Army in hopes of 
one day having his own platoon. 

"I wish people would open 
their eyes about Muslims'. I 
and my squad owe one (Mus¬ 
lims) our lives for the sacrifice 
he made that day," Harris said. 
Harris also said he would like 

the chance to thank the young 
policeman who saved his life, if 
he could. 

Harris was honorably dis¬ 
charged, but he plans on reen- 
listing after he completes col¬ 
lege. He is doing very well and is 
completely healed, however the 
23 year old still has a few tough 
times. His mother is in Afghani¬ 
stan as an air traffic controller. 
He said he doesn't get to see her 
but every few months. He said 
his main focus in life now is put¬ 
ting his college first before any¬ 
thing else. 

SPECIAL TO THE 
TOM-TOM 
ECCC student 
Dustin Harris 
was wounded 
while assisting 
the Aghanistan 
police. He is at¬ 
tending ECCC in 
hopes of some¬ 
day returning 
to the military 
to become a 
lieutenant in the 
Army. 

Special Three-Week Term Begins Summer Class Schedule 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

A three-week intersession term of¬ 
ficially begins summer class offerings 
provided by East Central Community 
College, announced Donna Luke, di¬ 
rector of admissions, records and re¬ 
search. 

Classes begin Monday, May 18 and 
conclude Friday, June 5. 

Courses offerings on the Decatur 
campus include General Biology I and 
Lab, Anatomy and Physiology I and 
Lab, Microbiology and Lab, Physical 
Science I and Lab, English Composi¬ 
tion I, American (U.S) History II, Be¬ 
ginning Algebra, College Algebra and 
Music Appreciation. 

A three-week term is also offered 
at the Winston/Louisville Vocational 
Complex. Course offerings include 
Computer Applications II and Ameri¬ 
can (U.S. History) II. 

FIRST FIVE-WEEK SUMMER SESSION 
(Decatur Campus) 

The first five-week day term on the 
Decatur campus begins Monday, June 

8 and concludes Thursday, July 2. 
Course offerings include General Bi¬ 

ology I and Lab, Anatomy and Physiol¬ 
ogy I and Lab, Physical Science II and 
Lab, Residential/Light Commercial 
Wiring, Art Appreciation, Computer 
Applications I, English Composition I, 
American (U.S.) History I, Beginning 
Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, Music 
Appreciation, Public Speaking I, Three 
Dimensional Design, General Biology 
II and Lab, Anatomy and Physiology II 
and Lab, Blueprints and Estimating, 
Computer Concepts, American (U.S.) 
History II and College Algebra. 

SECOND FIVE-WEEK 

SUMMER SESSION 
(Decatur Campus) 

The second five-week day term on 
the Decatur campus begins Monday, 
July 13 and concludes Thursday, Au¬ 
gust 6. 

Course offerings include Anatomy 
and Physiology I and Lab, Commercial 
and Industrial Wiring, Computer Ap¬ 
plications I, English Composition II, 
American (U.S.) History II, Intermedi¬ 

ate Algebra, Anatomy and Physiology 
II and Lab, Motor Control Systems, 
Computer Concepts, American Lit¬ 
erature II, American (U.S.) History I, 
Football Theory, College Algebra and 
Music Appreciation. 

EVENING SESSIONS 
Evening classes begin Tuesday, May 

26 and end Monday, August 10. Cours¬ 
es are offered from 6 to 10 p.m. one 
night a week at each location unless 
noted otherwise. 

DECATUR CAMPUS 
Evening courses offered on the Deca¬ 

tur campus include Emergency Medi¬ 
cal Technician (5 to 10 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday), Anatomy and Physiol¬ 
ogy II and Lab (Monday and Wednes¬ 
day), Word Processing Applications, 
Principles of Macroeconomics, Ameri¬ 
can (U.S.) History II, College Algebra, 
General Psychology, Introduction to 
Sociology I, Principles of Accounting I, 
English Composition I, English Com¬ 
position II, Human Growth and De¬ 
velopment, American (U.S.) History I, 
Baseball Theory, American National 

Government, Public Speaking I, The 
Legal Environment of Business, Mar¬ 
riage and Family, American Litera¬ 
ture I and Intermediate Algebra. 

FOREST/SCOH COUNTY CAREER 

AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
Evening courses offered in Forest 

include General Psychology, English 
Composition I and Public Speaking I. 

LEAKE COUNTY VOCATIONAL CENTER 
Evening classes offered in Carthage 

include American Literature I, Trigo¬ 
nometry, English Composition I, Hu¬ 
man Growth and Development, Col¬ 
lege Algebra, English Composition II, 
American (U.S.) History I and Intro¬ 
duction to Sociology I. 

PHILADELPHIA/NESHOBA COUNTY 

CAREER-TECHNICAL CENTER 
Evening courses offered in Philadel¬ 

phia include Principles of Accounting 
I, English Composition II, American 
(U.S.) History I, English Composition 
I, College Study Skills, Intermediate 
Algebra, Introduction to Sociology I, 
American (U.S.) History II, General 

Psychology, Beginning English, Col¬ 
lege Algebra and Public Speaking I. 

WINSTON/LOUISVILLE 

VOCATIONAL COMPLEX 
Evening courses offered in Louis¬ 

ville include Computer Applications 
I, College Algebra, American National 
Government, English Composition I, 
English Composition II, Personal and 
Community Health, Intermediate Al¬ 
gebra, Public Speaking I and Ameri¬ 
can (U.S.) History 1. 

ONLINE COURSES 
Online courses begin June 1 and end 

July 23. 
For more information or to preregis- 

ter for online classes contact Dr. Chris 
Jenkins, 877-462-3222, ext. 428. The 
e-mail address is cjenkins@eccc.edu. 

SUMMER CLASS REGISTRATION 
For more information on the ECCC 

Summer Class Schedule contact Don¬ 
na Luke, director of admissions, re¬ 
cords and research, 601-635-2111 or 
call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 206. 
The e-mail address is dluke@eccc.edu. 

* 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ABOVE: East Central Community College freshman Rachel Ramirez 
(left) of Forest provides information on the Sigma Sigma Mu Tau 
medical club to (from left) Kayla Worrell and Kristen Poss, both 
of Scott Central, and Kelly Windham of Forest during the annual 
Senior Day activities held recently. BELOW: These Philadelphia 
High School students were among area seniors participating in 
East Central Community College's annual Senior Day activities held 
recently on the Decatur campus and are pictured with ECCC Aca¬ 
demic Counselor Michael Alexander (right). Pictured are (from left) 
Josh Sessums, Thomas Tinsley, Robyn Fanning and Morgan Bailey. 
Activities included an Information Showcase in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building featuring all campus clubs and organi¬ 
zations as well as information on academic, career, and technical 
programs. Also on tap were performances by the Collegians rock-n- 
roll band, Ac'cents show choir and the Percussion Ensemble. The 
event concluded with lunch on the mall. 

ECCC Hosts Senior Day 

BY TIFFANY LOWERY 
Staff Writer 

East Central Community 
College hosted their annual Se¬ 
nior Day for the seniors in the 
surrounding counties on April 
7 and 8. On April 7 the sched¬ 
uled schools were: Carthage, 
Carthage Christian, Edinburg, 
Grace Christian, Louisville, 
Morton Christian, Nanih Way- 
ia, Neshoba Central, Newton 
County, Newton County Acad¬ 
emy, Noxapater, South Leake 
and Thomastown. On April 8 
All Saints Academy, Choctaw 
Central, Scott Central, Forest, 
Lake, Newton, Philadelphia, 
Pine Grove Christian Acad¬ 
emy, Sebastopol, Union and 
Winston Academy were invited 
to attend. 

Why I Chose to be a Warrior 

BY STAFF WRITER 
Rachel Ramirez 

East Central Community College stu¬ 
dents share why they made the choice to 
become a Warrior. 

"I wanted a small environment, and 
ECCC allowed me to dance with the Cen- 
tr alettes." 

—Tiffany Thomas,Winston County 
"I came to ECCC because I know it would 

prepare me for Mississippi State Univer¬ 
sity." 

—Michael Sanford, Leake County 
"The reputation of a warm and friendly 

community college gave me more of a rea¬ 
son to attend ECCC." 

—Jared Mullins, Lee County 
"ECCC was a warm-up to get me pre¬ 

pared to attend a university." 
—Lacy McMurry, Leake County 
"I chose ECCC because I thought that it 

would be a great way to start my college 
career. Plus they pay for all my schooling." 

—Edgar Alvarez, Scott County 
"I came to ECCC because it is convenient 

for me." 
—Erica Dowell, Leake County 
"I did not have any other choice." 
—Jodi Lawson, Newton County 
"Because I obtained a huge amount of 

scholarships." 
—Kristen Smith, Scott County 
"I chose ECCC because the price was 

suitable to me." 
—Morgan Coleman, Leake County 
"Because it is affordable, it is closer to 

home, and all my friends go here." 
—Callie Brooke Allen, Scott County 

Warriors Moving On 

On April 7, students flooded 
into Brackeen Wood Gym to 
meet with teachers from the 
different programs offered by 
East Central. As they walked 
from booth to booth looking ill 
at ease, as most students do 
the first time they step foot on 
campus, they asked questions 
and got to know the teachers 
that may very well become 
their own instructors. While 
not all students found the day 
to be helpful, many did. The 
students that I spoke to over¬ 
all said they enjoyed the day 
and that it was very helpful in 
finding information about pro¬ 
grams that East Central has 
to offer. Many students attend¬ 
ing plan to enroll next fall and 
from the looks on their faces 
they are looking forward to it. 

BY ANNA WHITE 
Staff Writer 

The 2008/2009 academic school year is 
coming to an end. Many students at East 
Central will transfer to another school next 
semester, leaving East Central behind. Al¬ 
though many students are leaving, East 
Central has been a stepping stone in their 
lives, and will leave a great influence on 
them. Here are some students' profiles who 
are will not be returning in the fall: 

ADRIAN CANADY 
High School: Thomastown 
School attending in the fall: Jackson 

State University 
Major: Speech Pathology 
Teacher that has left the greatest impres¬ 

sion: Mrs. Maxine McKee 
Favorite place at EC: The library 
Most memorable moment at EC: "My 

most memorable moment at East Central 
is when my friends and I got kicked out of 
the library for being too loud. We REALLY 

got kicked out!" 
Advice for freshman: "Its okay to have 

fun, but put your work first!" 

KAYLA HAMPTON 
High School: Nanih Waiya 
School attending in the fall: Jackson 

State University 
Major: Mass Communication 
Teacher that has left the greatest impres¬ 

sion: Mrs. Sylvia Wright 
Favorite place at EC: Mall area 
Most memorable moment at EC: "My 

most memorable was homecoming." 
Advice for freshman: "Stay focused and 

enjoy the college experience." 

ZANE MOUCHETTE 
High School: Morton 
School attending in the fall: Mississippi 

State University 
Major: Biology 
Teacher that has left the greatest impres¬ 

sion: Mr. Joe Johnson 
Favorite place at EC: The track/lake 
Most memorable moment at EC: "I re- 

t • • 

member when the fire trucks came to Win¬ 
ston Hall last spring and made everyone 
leave the dorms because the fire alarms 
were going off." 

Advice for freshman: "Communicate with 
the instructors is the best advice that I can 
give freshman." 

DILLON HEGGINS 
High School: Morton 
School attending in the fall: Mississippi 

State University 
Major: Business Administration 
Teacher that has left the greatest impres¬ 

sion: Mr. Haywood Reeves and Mrs. Pam 
Fowler 

Favorite place at EC: The Grill and the 
track 

Most memorable moment at EC: "I 
wrecked my BMW at two o'clock in the 
morning and still drove it wrecked. Ya I'm 
crazy." 

Advice for freshman: "Take one or two 
more classes than you want, that way you 
can drop a few and not hurt your hours." 

ECCC SCHOLARSHIP HONORS LANDON BURT: David Burt of 
Hickory is shown presenting a check to East Central Community 
College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin to endow a scholarship in 
memory of Burt's brother, Landon Burt, who lost his life while 
swimming in the College lake Friday, Dec. 19, 2008. Also shown 
during the presentation are (from left) Burt's parents, Bryan 
and Mary Burt of Hickory; Scott Vaughn, Baptist Student Union 
director; and Cassidy Crenshaw, assistant director. Landon Burt 
drowned while being filmed for an inspirational video for BSU. In 
addition to be being a BSU member, Landon was a President's 
List scholar and member of the Warrior Corps, a select group of 
students who assist in recruiting endeavors and special events. 
He was a 2008 Salutatorian graduate of Newton County Acade¬ 
my, where he was chosen Mr. NCA, STAR Student, Most Likely 
to Succeed and lettered in baseball, golf and basketball. He was 
selected an MPSA All-Star basketball player in 2008. Landon 
was a member of Newton First Baptist Church. More than 
$10,000 was raised by family and friends to endow the Landon 
Bryan Burt Memorial Scholarship. Contributions continue to be 
received and may be sent to the ECCC Office of Foundation and 
Alumni Relations, P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327. 
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Salads Offer Variety to Meals 

BYSHARDAEFOLEY 
Staff writer 

Salads are very nutritional. 
They can be used as an appe¬ 
tizer, side dish or even a main 
dish. Try these salad recipies 
which were taken from "Cook¬ 
ing with You in Mind," which 
is sponsored by East Central 
Community College for the 
American Cancer Society. 

SEVEN LAYERED SALAD 
By Mrs. Gail Wood 

Layers 
1 head of lettuce or bag of as¬ 

sorted lettuces 
1 small bag of baby carrots 
2 stalks of celery 

1 onion or 
1 bunch of 
green onions 

1 can of 
corn kernels ( 
drained) 

1 bunch 
broccoli flo¬ 
rets 

1 can of 
green peas (d 
rained) 

Cheese 
(grated, @ 1c. 

Bacon bits 
Dressing 
1 16 oz. 

carton of 
works) 

WOOD 

sour cream (no-fat 

garlic powder (to taste) 
basil leaves 
Mrs. Dash 
Red pepper 
salt (to taste) 
OR mix 1 envelope of ranch 

dressing with the sour cream 
Instructions 
Wash all fresh vegetables 
In a large flat bowl or dish 

wash lettuce, pat dry & tear 
into bit sized pieces. 

Dice carrots and spread on 
top of lettuce 

Dice celery and spread on top • 
of carrots 

Dice onion and spread on top 
of celery 

Drain corn and spread on top 

of onion 
Cut / dice broccoli and spread 

on top of corn 
Drain peas and spread on top 

of broccoli 
Mix and spread dressing on 

top of salad. Sprinkle with 
cheese and bacon bits. (Cheese 
will prevent Dressing from 
sticking to Saran Wrap or a fit¬ 
ted top. 

Refrigerate, serve and enjoy. 
This salad can be made the day 
before serving. 16 servings 

GRAPE SALAD 
By Mrs. Sue Ford 

1 (8oz) low fat (Neufchatel) 
cream cheese, softened 

3 packets Splenda 

2 T. milk 
1 bunch 

of large red 
grapes 

1/2 cup 
chopped wal¬ 
nuts 

Mix the 
first three 
ingredients 
adding more 
or less milk 
needed to get 
a good con¬ 
sistency. Stir 
in grapes and 
walnuts. Chill 
before serving. 

FORD 

MEXICAN 

SALAD 
By Teri 

Killens 
Bag of sal¬ 

ad 
1 c. jalap- 

eno field peas 
(Drained) 

1 large bag 
of Doritos 

1 large bot¬ 
tle of Green 
Goddess Sal¬ 
ad Dressing 

Mix together. 
Add chips and dressing last. I 
sometimes add beef with taco 
seasoning and cheese. 

KILLENS 

Warriors Can Make 

Green Choices 

BY SAMANTHA KINARD 
Staff Writer 

What does living a green life 
mean? Living a green life con- 
sefficient and environmentally- 
beneficial choices to help protect 
the planet. In today's society, 
people are their own worst en¬ 
emies. It is up to the new gen¬ 
eration to make a change that 
will affect future generations. 
With every little step taken to¬ 
ward living an eco-friendly life, 
our society is closer to cleaning 
up the troubled planet. Man 
made this mess and now it's 
time to clean it up. 

There are simple steps to 
living a more green life, such 
as turning the lights off when 
leaving a room and unplugging 
appliances not in use. Taking 
a five-minute shower instead 
of a bath can save hundreds 
of gallons of water per year. 

Use eco-friendly home cleaning 
products which are not toxic to 
the earth. Reduce your fami¬ 
ly's plastic use. Buy a reusable 
water bottle and refrain from 
buying bottled water. Spend a 
little more on organic or vegan 
products. Invest in reusable 
shopping bags from your fa¬ 
vorite local shopping centers. 
Change out old conventional 
light bulbs to energy-saving 
fluorescent light bulbs. Wash 
your laundry in cold water 
instead of hot. Buy a hybrid. 
Plant a tree. 

If reusable shopping bags 
and water bottles are inconve¬ 
nient for your lifestyle, do your 
part and recycle your plastic 
bags, bottles, paper, etc. Recy¬ 
cling is the process of taking a 
used item and using it to make 
something else. The elements 
of recycling includes: collec¬ 
tion, remanufacture ;and re¬ 

sale. When choosing to recycle 
you reduce waste in landfills 
and reduce the energy needed 
to manufacture new products. 
More than half of each person s 
yearly waste is recyclable. An 
easy way to get in the habit 
of recycling is to buy separate 
garbage cans for each differ¬ 
ent product you plan to recycle 
and then take the waste to a 
local recycling center. For all 
ECCC Warriors, the ECCC En¬ 
vironmental Club has provided 
recycle bins for aluminum cans 
and plastic bottles located just 
outside Cross Hall and at vari¬ 
ous locations around campus. 

Every decision you make 
about the way you live your life 
affects the planet. By taking 
small steps to improve the way 
of living, you could help save 
the planet. There is only one 
earth, and it is up to society to 
protect it. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

PROVIDES FUNDING FOR ECCC-HOSTED TOURNAMENT: Officials with Brown Bottling Company in 
Meridian recently made their annual contribution to East Central Community College in support of the 
MACJC All-Star Basketball Games held at Choctaw Central High School and hosted by ECCC. Mark 
Kennedy (left), general manager, is shown presenting a $3,000 check to ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin for the Friday, March 27 competition. Also shown are Mitch Holloway, key account manager; 
and Skip Attix, distribution manager for Brown Vending Companies. 
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Dr. Smith appointed to MPB Board of Directors 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

JACKSON — Dr. Eddie M. Smith 
has been appointed to represent the 
Mississippi State Board for Commu¬ 
nity and Junior Colleges on the Mis¬ 
sissippi Public Broadcasting (MPB) 
Board of Directors. The MPB Board 
has the responsibility for the adminis¬ 
tration, operation, control and super¬ 
vision of educational television and 
radio in Mississippi. 

Smith is currently a board mem¬ 
ber of the East Central Community 

College (ECCC) Foundation, Inc. He 
served as president of ECCC for 15 
years before retiring in 2000. In 2006, 
the new ECCC student union building 
was named in his honor. 

"Dr. Smith's background in the field 
of education will prove to be especial¬ 
ly valuable as MPB continues to focus 
on providing students and educators 
with relevant multimedia resources 
and services," said MPB Executive 
Director Marie Antoon. 

Smith, a native of Hernando, re¬ 
ceived an associate degree in general 
education from East Central Junior 

College, his bach¬ 
elor's and master's 
degrees in science 
education from 
Mississippi State 
University and his 
doctorate degree in 
higher education 
administration and 
supervision from the 
University of South¬ 
ern Mississippi. 

"I'm looking for¬ 
ward to serving on 
this board because 

of its commitment to education. By 
providing educational programming 
and services, this board has the op¬ 
portunity to enhance the quality of 
education in our state for any age stu¬ 
dent," commented Smith. 

In addition to Smith, members of 
the MPB Board of Directors include 
Chairman Perry Sansing of Colum¬ 
bus,. Rosemary Blakeslee of Gulfport, 
Amy D. Whitten of Oxford, Daryl Lew¬ 
is of Leland, Bob Sawyer of Gulfport, 
and Deputy State Superintendent of 
Education Dr. Kris Kaase. 

SMITH MPB operates an eight-station pub¬ 

lic television network, an eight-station 
public radio network, and the Radio 
Reading Service of Mississippi. MPB 
serves all 82 counties of the state of 
Mississippi providing quality in¬ 
structional and public programming. 
Since its first broadcast in 1970, MPB 
has won over 350 awards for its local 
productions including numerous re¬ 
gional Emmys, a national Emmy and 
Parents' Choice Award for early child¬ 
hood instructional programs. 

For more information about MPB, 
visit www.mpbonline.org. 

ECCC to Offer Degree In Culinary Arts Technology 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

A degree in culinary arts tech¬ 
nology is now available at East 
Central Community College fol¬ 
lowing recent action by the Col¬ 
lege's Board of Trustees. 

Beginning in the 2009 fall se¬ 
mester, students enrolled in the 
two-year program will have an 
opportunity to receive an Asso¬ 
ciate in Arts and Science (AAS). 
Culinary Arts was previously 
offered as a one-year program 
and students were presented 
a certificate after completing 
coursework. 

The culinary arts and hotel/ 
restaurant management tech¬ 
nology programs have been 
housed at the Choctaw Hospi¬ 
tality Institute in Choctaw but 
are being relocated to the Deca- 
tur campus in time for the fall 
term. 

Culinary Arts instructor 
Alexei Huguley said she expects 
interest in both programs to in¬ 
crease due to the economy and 
the new location for classes. 

"Despite the economic down¬ 
turn, food service is a necessity," 
said Huguley, who joined the 
ECCC staff in 2007. "And offer¬ 
ing these programs on the De- 
catur campus will be more con¬ 

venient for students, especially 
those who may be involved in 
other campus activities." 

Although lectures are a part 
of the daily class routine in cu¬ 
linary arts, most of the time is 
spent in the kitchen, preparing 
various dishes. 

"Baking class covers every¬ 
thing from breads to muffins, 
cakes, cookies, brownies and 
desserts," she said. "In Culinary 
I and II classes, the focus is on 
entree preparations.... meats 
and vegetables. And in "Garde 
Manger class, we prepare sal¬ 
ads, sandwiches, soups and ap¬ 
petizers, and also study cheese 
and wines, ice carvings, smoked 
foods, and terrines, pates and 
mousselines." 

Huguley explained "Garde 
Manger" means "keeper of the 
cold foods," and noted the Garde 
Manger in a kitchen is the per¬ 
son who takes all the "leftovers" 
that other chefs don't need and 
finds uses for them for edible 
purposes or garnish. 

"We do a variety of styles and 
cooking techniques, just like 
a restaurant would," Huguley 
said. "And the best part about 
class," she added, "is that we get 
to eat most of what we cook!" 

Now that the program is ex¬ 

panded to two years, Huguley 
said American Regional Cui¬ 
sine and International Cuisine 
in addition to a course in Dining 
Room Management have been 
added to the curriculum. 

"We will be cooking recipes 
from all over the United States 
as well as the world," she stat¬ 
ed. 

Now that a degree is avail¬ 
able for those completing the 
program, Huguley said oppor¬ 
tunities for employment are 
endless. 

"You can go anywhere in the 
world with this degree and get 
a job," she said. "It's hard work 
but very rewarding... and al¬ 
lows you to use you own creativ¬ 
ity and talent to make a name 
for yourself." 

For more information on Cu¬ 
linary Arts, contact instructor 
Alexei Huguley, 601-663-3595 
or e-mail her, ahugulev@ecec. 
edu. and for information on 
Hotel Restaurant Management 
Technology contact instructor 
Lisa O'Neill, 601-663-3751 or 
e-mail loneill@eccc.edu. For 
Information on both programs 
contact Christi Gregory, career- 
technical counselor, 601-635- 
6214, or e-mail her, cgregorv@ 
eccc.edu. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ECCC culinary arts instructor Alexei Huguley (right) provides tips during baking class to students Sarah 
Dalton (left) of Carthage and Tristain McMillan of Philadelphia. Class members prepared layer cakes 
and citrus muffins for a brunch during this assignment. A degree in culinary arts technology is available 
beginning with the 2009 fall semester. 

Registration 

for Fall 2009 

is going on NOW at 

MUW! 

If you have already lieen admitted to the W, 

contact the Office of Admissions for 

an appointment. You can also make plans 

to attend one of MUW's two transfer 

orientation sessions on 

June 16th or June 19th! 

It's helpful to bring a copy of your transcript 

to your advising appointment. If you need a 

copy then stop by the Office of Admission in 

Welty Hall and we will be glad to help youl 

MUW Office of Admissions 

UOO College Street MUW 1613 

Columbus, MS 39701 

662.329.7106 

admissions@muw.edu 
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ICCC Idol Hits the Stage 

If you or someone you know \e 

Talking about suicide 

Writing about suicide 

Thinking about suicide 

Pofi't keep it a secret 

shatter the silence! 

For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

at 1-&00-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department 

of Mental Health at 1-377-210-5513 or visit 

vvvwv.dnih.ins.gov for more information. 

The Secret You 

Shouldn't Keep 

Supporting m Btttwr Tomonr0W...Today 

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina 
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants. The views and opinions contained in 
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as 
such. Mississippi Department of Mental Health 
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ECCC Announces Classes Designated for Scholarship 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

Classes designated for the recently 
established "Two-for-One Scholarship" 
for dislocated workers have been an¬ 
nounced at East Central Community 
College. 

ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
said dislocated workers who enroll 
as part-time students in academic or 
technical classes may receive a schol¬ 
arship to fund the costs of tuition and 
fees for a second three-hour course 
from the designated list of evening 
classes below. 

The "designated" list of classes and 

class locations include the following: 

DECATUR CAMPUS 
Hospitality and Tourism Industry, 

Food and Beverage Control, Introduc¬ 
tion to Criminal Justice, American 
History II, Music Appreciation, Gen¬ 
eral Psychology, Introduction to Soci¬ 
ology, Intermediate English, English 
Composition I, Music Appreciation, 
General Psychology and Emergency 
Medical Technician; 

PHILADELPHIA/NESHOBA COUNTY 

CAREER-TECHNICAL CENTER 
Principles of Economics, Personal 

and Community Health, College Study 

Skills and Reading Comprehension I; 

WINSTON/LOUISVILLE 

VOCATIONAL COMPLEX 
English Composition I, Human 

Growth and Development, Trigonom¬ 
etry, The Real Number System and 
Public Speaking I; 

FOREST/SCOH COUNTY CAREER 

AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
World Literature II, American (U.S.) 

History I and Introduction to Sociol¬ 
ogy; 

LEAKE COUNTY VOCATIONAL CENTER 
English Composition I, College Al¬ 

gebra, Problem Solving with Real 
Numbers and Introduction to Sociol¬ 
ogy. 

A dislocated worker is considered 
a person who is receiving unemploy¬ 
ment benefits due to being laid off or 
losing a job due to no fault of his/her 
own and is unlikely to return to a pre¬ 
vious occupation, or who has been laid 
off and received a lay-off notice from 
a job. 

To be eligible for the scholarship, 
students must meet all regular ad¬ 
mission requirements and may not 
exceed 11 credit hours of coursework 
including the designated course. 

In order to receive a Two-for-One 
Scholarship, students must complete 
a scholarship application and provide 
documentation to prove dislocated 
worker status each semester that the 
scholarship is requested. 

The scholarship application and 
documentation must be submitted to 
the ECCC WIA Dislocated Worker Of¬ 
fice for the student's eligibility to be 
verified. 

For more information contact Brent 
Gregory, Dislocated Worker Program 
Coordinator, 601-635-2111 or call toll 
free, 877-462-3222, ext. 282. His e- 
mail address is bgregorv@eccc.edu. 

Application Deadline 

for ECCC Surgical 

Technology Program 

Scheduled June 1 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

The deadline to apply for East 
Central Community College's 
surgical technology program 
for the 2009-10 term has been 
changed from Sept. 1 to June 1, 
announced LeAnn Shirley, pro¬ 
gram director/instructor. 

Graduates of the 12-month 
program will be awarded the 
Certificate of Surgical Technol¬ 

ogy. 
The Associate of Applied 

Science Degree in Surgical 
Technology will be awarded 
the successful graduate of the 
24-month program. 

For more information contact 
LeAnn Shirley, 601-635-6344 
or e-mail lashirlev@eccc.edu. or 
contact the ECCC Healthcare 
Education Department, 601- 
635-6293. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC'S HEADWAE HONOREES: East Central Community College sophomore Daniel Johnson (seated left) of Union and music instructor 
Vicki Blaylock (seated right) of Newton were among the state's outstanding students and faculty members who received special recogni¬ 
tion from the Mississippi Legislature during the 22nd Annual Higher Education Appreciation Day - Working Toward Academic Excellence 
(HEADWAE) program held Feb. 26, 2009. Seventy-two outstanding students and faculty members from 36 Mississippi public and private 
colleges and universities were honored at this year's event, which began with activities at the State Capitol and concluded with an awards 
luncheon at the Marriott Hotel in downtown Jackson. Shown with the honorees are ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (seated) and (stand¬ 
ing from left) Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant, HEADWAE chair who served as master of ceremonies at the luncheon; Johnson's parents, Burl and 
Denise Johnson; and Blaylock's husband, Ronnie. HEADWAE was established in 1988 by the legislative resolution to honor individual aca¬ 
demic achievement and the overall contribution of the state's public and private institutions of higher learning. 

We want 

Your News! 

E-mail information about your club/organization 

togodom@eccc.edu. 

Send photos with identification and any happenings. 

William Carey 

JBlJBL JL JBL M vL/ 

Transfer Student Scholarships 

Presidential Scholarship $5300 on-campus, 

$3700 off'campus for 3,5 GPA and above 

Academic Scholarship $4200 on-campus9 

$2600 off-campus for 3,0 - 3A9 GPA 

Opportunity Scholarship $3,200 ow campus9 

$1,600 off-campus for 2,5 - 2,99 GPA 

Athletic, church related, and talent'based 

scholarships are also available. 

www.wmcarey.edu 

800-962-5991 
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Warrior Athletics 

EXTRAORDINARY COACH   

Coach Avalon Has Diversity of Character 

Avalon of Jackson, and brother to 
Vance Avalon, 26 and Patrick Avalon, 
19. Coach Avalon married Kayla Avalon 
on July 5, 2008 and they are expecting 
their first child in September of this 
year. 

He said, "They are praying for a 
healthy baby." His two inspirations in 
life came from his two younger sisters, 
Keisha and Bridget Avalon, who are 
both deceased. 

Even though coaching takes up most 
of his time, he still finds time for his 
family and friends. He can be described 
as a simple man who loves the game he 
coaches. Overall, he is an all-around 
person and this is what makes him a 
great coach. 

BY RACHEL RAMIREZ 
Staff Writer 

As a Diamond Darling this year, I had 
the privilege of meeting many of East 
Central's extraordinary coaches, but 
of the many choices there is one coach 
who has stood out the most. Assistant 
Baseball Coach Michael David Avalon, 
27, has shown great leadership on and 
off the field. While the Warrior Baseball 
Team fought fiercely on the field, Coach 
Avalon could be found on the sideline 
assisting and helping the men to a 
victory. When he is off the field, he is 
working with Coach Neal Holiman and 
Coach Roberto Martinez on finding new 
tactics to use against their opponents. 

Coach Avalon is described by many as 
a man of humor, but when he hits the 
field it is all business. There are many 
qualities as to why Coach Avalon quali¬ 
fies for this honor. 

Coach Avalon's accomplishments on 
and off the field as an adolescent and as 
an adult have made him the coach he is 
today. He has obtained his master's de¬ 
gree in Physical Education, bachelor's 
of administration degree, from the Uni¬ 
versity of West Alabama in 2005, and 
an associate of liberal arts degree, from 
Holmes Community College in 2003. 

While attending college, he received 
many awards and honors, such as 
Kappa Delta Pi, The Chancellor's List, 
Phi Theta Kappa, Dean's List and 

Who's Who Among 
American Colleges 
and Universities. 
Coach Avalon has 
performed various 
tasks as a coach, 
from being a pitch¬ 
ing coach, to recruit¬ 
ing and scouting 
new players. As a re¬ 
sult of his assistance 
and leadership, his 
teams have received 
the 2005 Gulf South 
Conference Champi¬ 
ons, 2005 School Re¬ 
cord for Wins (45.19), 
Achieved Top 25 National 

AVALON 

Ranking 

in 2005 and as high as No.4 National 
Ranking, finishing 19 by Collegiate 
Baseball, finished second in the Gulf 
South Conference in total pitching, 
ranked in Top 25 for most of 2006 sea¬ 
son and second in East Division of Gulf 
South. Before becoming an assistant 
coach at ECCC, he was the head coach 
of West Alabama American Senior Le¬ 
gion Team in 2005, assistant coach of 
West Alabama Junior Legion Team in 
2005 and head coach of Forest Hill Se¬ 
nior League Team in 2002. 

In his spare time, Coach Avalon en¬ 
joys reading, golfing, hunting, going 
to MLB baseball games and spending 
time with the family. 

He is the son of Janna and Billy 

EXTRAORDINARY ATHLETE 

Jones Share Interests Outside the Court 

BY DENETRA DARDEN 
Staff Writer 

Sitting behind Marico Jones in 
class one would never realize he 
is not your typical athlete. One 
would think your typical athlete 
would probably not pay any at- 

I0NES tention to the teacher in class, or 
just...sleep. But, Jones doesn't fit 
in that category. He is not your 
typical athlete. Jones has a good 
balance between basketball and 
education. He strives to be an ex¬ 

traordinary athlete and student. 
Jones is not a stranger to the 

court. The Forest High School 
graduate has been playing basket¬ 
ball for nine years. What inspired 
him to become such a basketball 
player was his older brother. He 
said in the ninth grade, he knew 
he wanted to play basketball not 
only for the game, but for him¬ 
self. In high school, Jones was se¬ 
lected Most Valuable Player, Best 
Roundbounder and All-District. 

In his spare time, he enjoys 

reading books, writing poetry and 
studying. But he can most always 
be found on the court practicing 
his game. 

Jones is a sophomore at East 
Central,where he played guard for 
the EC Warrior basketball team. 
He is majoring in Liberal Arts. 

After EC, Jones is planning on 
continuing his education at Al- 
corn State University majoring in 
Criminal Justice. He will gradu¬ 
ate from ECCC in May. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
Warrior Rico Jones 
(11) applies pressure 
to a Hinds player 
during East Central's 
63-60 loss to the vis¬ 
iting Bulldogs Feb. 9. 
EC's record stands 
at 8-14 and 2-7. 

Warriors Host Spring Sports Awards Banquet 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM for East Central Community athletes of Spring sports in- 
College at 6 p.m. on May 7 at eluding tennis, golf, baseball 

The annual Spring Sports the College Pavillion. and softball. 
Awards Banquet will be held Awards will be presented for 

Share Your News! 

E-mail info|rmatioii about your club/organization 

to godoin@eccc.eclu. 

 with identification ami any happenings.  

www.mc.edu 

As professors, they teach. As people, they care. 

When you're a college student, your time is invaluable. And 

your time is better spent when your professors genuinely 

care about you and your success. At Mississippi College, 

our faculty combines the best in academic and spiritual 

guidance, which means they take their teaching and their 

students very personally. 

FIND FAITH. FIND FAMILY. FIND YOUR FUTURE. 
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Warrior Athletics 

Clark Named To MACJC Sports Hall of Fame 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

When Joe Clark received a 
telephone call from East Central 
Community College President 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin regarding 
the 2009 MACJC Sports Hall of 
Fame, the retired coach thought 
his opinion was being sought for 
nominations to the prestigious 
group. The Decatur resident 
had no idea that his recommen¬ 
dations were not needed after 
all. 

"To be honest, as many times 
as I have had to pick people in 
the last 12 years for various 
honors, I thought he was call¬ 
ing for me to help select some¬ 
body," Clark said. "Well, when 
Dr. Sutphin said, 'you're it' I re¬ 
plied, 'Do what'? And he again 
said, 'you're it!' And I thought to 
myself, surely we have not got¬ 
ten that thin (for nominations) 
around here yet! It had never 
crossed my mind to be in the 
(MACJC) Sports Hall of Fame... 
obviously more than just wins 
and losses are considered for 
membership...it's the other 
things I may have done through 
34 years in athletics that quali¬ 
fied me for membership. This is 
a great honor and I cannot ex¬ 
press how appreciative I am to 
the East Central Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation for selecting me." 

Clark joins the other 14 Hall 
of Fame members for 2009 rep¬ 
resenting the state's community 
and junior colleges, who were 

inducted during a ceremony on 
April 28, at the Hilton Hotel in 
Jackson. Only one representa¬ 
tive from each college is selected 
for the honor beginning with 
this year's class. 

Clark, who retired from full- 
time responsibilities in 1996 
but continued coaching the golf 
team through 2001, is the sixth 
representative from ECCC to be 
enshrined in the MACJC (Mis¬ 
sissippi Association for Commu¬ 
nity and Junior Colleges) Sports 
Hall of Fame, which was initiat¬ 
ed in 2007. Lucille Wood, Arno 
Vincent and the late Denver 
Brackeen were the first induct¬ 
ees, and Earl Marshall and the 
late Lamar Blount were chosen 
in 2008. 

Clark was a member of a 
championship basketball squad 
at East Central and returned to 
his alma mater to coach men's 
basketball for 13 years, golf for 
30 years and tennis for 20 years 
during his 34-year tenure on 
the Decatur campus. Clark also 
taught math throughout his ca¬ 
reer at East Central and served 
26 years as housing director. In 
addition, he served as bus driver 
for several athletic teams, in¬ 
cluding his own! And he could 
often be seen filming football 
games or keeping the clock dur¬ 
ing basketball games. 

His coaching highlights in¬ 
clude his 1968-69 Warrior bas¬ 
ketball team finishing 20-7, and 
his 1995-1996 golf and tennis 

CLARK 

teams be¬ 
ing selected 
NJCAA Aca¬ 
demic Teams 
of the Year. 

Clark was 
inducted into 
the ECCC 
Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 
1992. He was 
named Re¬ 
gion 23 Golf 
Coach of the 
Year in 1997 
and MACJC 
Golf Coach of 
the Year in 2001. 

Clark's love of basketball be¬ 
gan during his youth when he 
attended Linwood School, which 
later merged into Neshoba 
Central. He recalls how he con¬ 
structed a make-do goal at his 
house to sharpen his shooting 
skills. 

"I used the hub of a wagon 
wheel for a goal, a worn-out 
blue jean leg that was sewed to 
the wheel for a net, and had a 
sponge ball for a basketball," he 
laughed. "I attached the goal to 
a wall on our house... and spent 
many long hours making shots 
with that sponge ball!" 

Clark said that by the time he 
was in the eighth grade, he knew 
he wanted to coach basketball 
and teach math. He attributes 
his love for both subjects to his 
former coach, Sterling Fanch- 
er, and math teacher, John 

Grimes. 
But it was Clark's talents on 

the basketball court that landed 
the 6-3 forward a spot on the 
then "ECJC" Warrior squad 
and an opportunity for a college 
education to pursue his goals. 
Clark's success in helping lead 
Linwood to a 24-14 record ob¬ 
viously caught the attention of 
then Warrior head coach Clay¬ 
ton Blount, who recently passed 
away. 

"I don't know if I would have 
been able to go to college had 
it not been for Coach Blount 
providing me with a basket¬ 
ball scholarship," Clark said. 
"I came back to East Central a 
lot of times on Monday morn¬ 
ings with just 50 cents to do me 
the rest of the week. But that 
was all there was in the house. 
If there had been more money, 
I know my parents would have 
given it to me." 

Clark said he was the "desig¬ 
nated shooter" during his two 
years at East Central and the 
following two years when he 
played at Livingston State (now 
the University of West Ala¬ 
bama.) 

"I could not guard my grand¬ 
ma or average a rebound a se¬ 
mester," Clark quipped. "But if 
the other team played a zone, I 
got to play. If we were behind, it 
was my job to make baskets to 
put us in the lead, and then we 
could freeze the ball (there was 
no time clock then) and hope¬ 

fully get the win. Coach Blount 
would have us hold the ball all 
night if the other team did not 
guard us one-on-one." 

The highlight of Clark's play¬ 
ing career was during his sopho¬ 
more year, when the 1954-55 
Warriors won the Region 7 title 
and finished fourth in the NJ¬ 
CAA Tournament in Hutchin- 
son, Kan. The championship 
team finished 33-2. 

"I tell you one thing, it's a long 
way from Linwood to Hutchin- 
son, and I'm just not talking 
about distance, either! There 
were probably 10,000 fans 
watching us country boys play 
basketball, it was really excit¬ 
ing," he said. 

Other team members were 
Wayne Tullos, Darrell Thomas, 
Leo Russell, Henry Crocker, 
Joe Lee Johnson, Morris Hurst, 
James Griffin, Johnny Alexan¬ 
der and A. G. Robinson. Manag¬ 
ers were Tom Burt and Glenn 
Miles. 

Clark continued his basket¬ 
ball career at Livingston State, 
where he was a two-year starter. 
His senior year the Tigers experi¬ 
enced their first winning season 
in several years. Clark received 
a bachelor's degree in physical 
education and math from Liv¬ 
ingston and later earned a mas¬ 
ter's degree in math education 
from Mississippi College. 

Clark began his coaching ca¬ 
reer at Zama and Edinburg 
high schools before taking over 

the East Central men's basket¬ 
ball program in 1963. He led the 
Warriors through the 1975-76 
season. He later filled in as in¬ 
terim coach on two occasions. 

As golf coach, Clark recalled 
funds were rather tight during 
the first few years. 

"There wasn't a golf budget," 
Clark said. "We went in my car 
with my gas. I also purchased 
golf balls for the team. But fi¬ 
nally the College provided funds 
for the program and was even 
able to send several players to 
the national tournament." 

"Golf, as well as tennis, is re¬ 
ally played for fun more than 
anything else," said the longtime 
coach. "The pressure to succeed 
is not as great as it is with ma¬ 
jor sports. Participants have an 
opportunity to really enjoy golf 
and tennis, like sports were 
originally meant to be played." 

Clark and his wife, the former 
Carolyn Johnson of Zama, have 
three sons. Dr. Stan Clark is an 
accounting professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Southern Mississippi. 
He and his wife, Melba, have 
two sons, Thomas and Andrew, 
both students at Presbyterian 
Christian School. Chris Clark 
serves as workforce develop¬ 
ment coordinator at ECCC. He 
and his wife, Sandy, have two 
children, Luke and Olivia, who 
attend Newton County Elemen¬ 
tary School. Kevin Clark is store 
manager for an American Eagle 
store in Hattiesburg. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SOPHOMORE DIAMOND 

WARRIORS HONORED: Special 
recognition was given to sopho¬ 
more members of East Central 
Community College's baseball 
team prior to doubleheader ac¬ 
tion with Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College Wednesday, 
April 16 at the Clark/Gay Base¬ 
ball Complex. Honorees, who 
are shown with family members 
for the tribute, include (kneeling 
from left) pitcher Steven Barnes 
(16) of Covington, La.; outfielder 
Allen Cheek (2), Carrollton; 
outfielder Clint Coleman (13), 
Louisville; pitcher Eric Dowell 
(25), Carthage; infielder Jack 
Edmondson (4) and outfielder 
Daniel Eichelberger (3), both of 
Louisville; pitcher Lance Gib¬ 
son (11), Toxey, Ala.; outfielder 
ZeEricka Hall (7), Carthage; first 
baseman Callop Hampton (22), 
Magee; pitcher Timothy Maloney 
(14), Meridian; catcher/infielder 
Kylie Ming (5), Louisville; and 
pitcher Tyler Nicolson (34), 
Philadelphia. The Diamond War¬ 
riors are led by head coach Neal 
Holliman and assistants Michael 
Avalon and Roberto Martinez. 

Warrior Golf Classic Planned June 

25 at Philadelphia Country Club 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

A change in location and 
lower fees are in place for the 
2009 East Central Community 
College Warrior Golf Classic, 
the annual fundraising event 
that provides scholarships for 
ECCC students. 

This year's four-person 
scramble will be held Thurs¬ 
day, June 25 at Philadelphia 
Country Club, announced Sta- 
cey Hollingsworth, tournament 
coordinator who serves as ex¬ 
ecutive director for Foundation 
and Alumni Relations. 

Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
and is followed by a shotgun 
start at 10 a.m. Lunch will 
be provided at noon on the 
course. 

"We've had great experienc¬ 
es at the Dancing Rabbit Golf 
Club," Hollingsworth said in 
explaining the new venue for 

the eighth annual event, "but 
the Alumni Association Board 
decided it was time to again 
move the tournament to other 
golf courses in our five-county 
district. By doing so, we are 
also able to lower fees for indi¬ 
viduals and corporate sponsor¬ 
ships." 

All but one of the Golf Clas¬ 
sics was held at the Dancing 
Rabbit Club. Forest Country 
Club served as host in 2005. 

Hollingsworth said the en¬ 
try fee for individual players 
is $85, which includes lunch, 
a Warrior Golf Classic T-shirt, 
door prize and the opportunity 
to win various give-a-ways. An 
additional $15 is added to the 
fee for those needing to rent a 
golf cart. There is no addition¬ 
al charge for participants who 
provide their own golf carts. 

Corporate sponsorships are 
available at the following lev¬ 
els: Gold, $500 (includes entry 

fee for four-person team and a 
hole sponsorship); Silver, $300 
(includes fees for two golfers 
and a hole sponsorship); and 
Bronze, $100 (includes a hole 
sponsorship). 

Awards will be presented to 
the Corporate Team champion 
and the top three winners in 
each flight. Various on-course 
prizes will also be provided. 

Since its inception in 2002, 
the Warrior Golf Classic has 
netted nearly $50,000 in schol¬ 
arship monies for students re¬ 
siding in the ECCC district, 
which includes Leake, Nesho¬ 
ba, Newton, Scott and Winston 
counties. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Stacey Hollingsworth, 
executive director for Founda¬ 
tion and Alumni Relations at 
ECCC, Phone 601-635-2111 
or call toll free, 877-462-3222, 
ext. 327. Her e-mail address is 
shollinffifi'eccc.edu. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SOCCER PLAYERS ASSIST LOCAL YOUTH: These East Central Community College soccer team 
members recently spent an afternoon demonstrating their soccer skills and providing knowledge of the 
sport to second-graders from Newton County Elementary School. The session was a follow-up on the 
second-grade reading unit, "My Soccer League." The youngsters showed their appreciation by sending 
thank-you notes and providing goodie bags to squad members. ECCC players involved in the commu¬ 
nity service project include (kneeling from left) Nathan Rowell of Neshoba Central and Justin Traylor of 
Florence; (second row, from left) Marcia Guerreiro of Richland and Liz Withers of Neshoba Central; and 
(back row, from left) Lisa Tubby of Philadelphia, Jesse Kemp of Corinth, Alanna Fairchild of Neshoba 
Central, Sam Wilson of Meridian, Sidney Gutierrez and Megan Munn, both Newton County High School 
products; and Patrick Creel of Florence. Also participating but not pictured are Alex Galistel of North¬ 
east, Mat Turner and Jerrid Hickman, both of Mendenhall; Sarah Costello of Northeast and Kacy Covert 
of West Lauderdale. Kenneth Thompson serves as ECCC soccer coach. 
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Season Ends for Defending Region Champions 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

A second-straight Region 23 
title was not to be for the East 
Central Community College 
women's basketball team who 
were clipped 68-63 by nation- 
ally-ranked Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College Tuesday 
in first-round tournament ac¬ 
tion held at Mississippi Col¬ 
lege's A.E. Wood Coliseum in 
Clinton. 

The Lady Warriors, who com¬ 
pleted the 2008-09 campaign at 
17-10 under fourth-year head 
coach Bill Smith, sustained 
their third season loss to the 
Lady Wolves, The Lady Eagles 
outscored Itawamba 87-79 late 
Tuesday. Jones County and 
East Mississippi teams battled 
in the other semi-final match¬ 
ups. 

"We knew we had to limit 
turnovers and win the rebound¬ 
ing battle and I don't think we 
won either one of those," Smith 
said in a post-game interview. 
"They have a good squad and 
are not ranked ninth in the 
country for nothing. We gave 
them a heck of a battle." 

The Lady Warriors allowed 
Co-Lin 10 offensive rebounds, 
which led to 11 second-chance 
points and a 29-20 advantage 
for the Lady Wolves with four 
minutes left before halftime. 
EC cut the lead to 31-25 at the 
break. 

A Mystee Dale short jumper 
with 13:43 remaining got EC 
within one point at 39-38, but a 
6-0 run pushed the Co-Lin lead 
to 45-38 with 10:18 left. The 
Lady Wolves held their largest 
lead at 58-46 with 2:21 left but 
the Lady Warriors cut the defi¬ 

cit to 64-61 on Dale's basket 
with 14.2 seconds remaining. 
After free throws by Co-Lin's 
Shreka Hunt provided a 66-61 
cushion with 11.4 seconds re¬ 
maining, Alisha McAfee's lay- 
in with 2.5 seconds again cut 
the deficit to three points at 
66-63. Co-Lin's Rhonda Dumas 
provided the final margin by 
drilling two free throws with a 
second remaining. 

For East Central, freshman 
Hannah Lee of Philadelphia, a 
former Leake Academy stand¬ 
out, was top scorer with 18 
points. Dale, of Choctaw Cen¬ 
tral, added 17. Also scoring 
were McAfee, of Northwest 
Rankin, eight; Rashima Jen¬ 
kins, a product of Airline High 
School in Bossier City, La., 
and Yolanda Jones of Lake, 
five each; DeShouri Spates, of 
St. Thomas More High School 

in Lafayette, La., and Allison 
Phillips of Leake Academy, 
four each; and Danielle Cole of 
Philadelphia, two. Jenkins was 
the top rebounder with 10. 

The Lady Warriors made 18 
of 59 field goals (30 percent) 
and connected on five of 17 
treys (29.4 percent). East Cen¬ 
tral made 27 of 35 free throws 
(77 percent). 

East Central had 25 turn¬ 
overs. 

Hunt led Co-Lin with 21 
points and Latoria Holder 
chipped in 15 points. 

The Lady Wolves made 18 
of 59 field goals (30 percent) 
and were successful on five of 
17 three-point shots (29.4 per¬ 
cent). Co-Lin was 27 of 35 (77 
percent) from the free-throw 
line. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
Lady Warrior Rashima Jenkins (12) tries to maintain possession 
while being pressured during East Central's 68-63 loss to the Co- 
Lins' Lady Wolves in first-round women's action of the Region 23 
Tournament held at Mississippi College. The defending Region 23 
champion Lady Warriors completed season action with a 17-10 
record. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

BASKETBALL ALL-STARS: Representing East Central Commu¬ 
nity College in the MACJC All-Star Basketball Games held Friday, 
March 27, were South squad members (from left) Rashima Jenkins 
of Bossier City, La.; Josh Luckett of Carthage and Mystee Dale of 
Pachuta. Jenkins, a 5-9 forward and product of Airline High School, 
scored nine points and Dale, a 5-8 guard and former Choctaw Cen¬ 
tral High School standout, led the squad with 15 points in a losing 
cause as the North held on for a 79-77 win. Luckett, a 6-4 forward 
and Carthage High School product, scored 12 points for the South 
All-Stars, who fell 136-117. The annual competition is held at Choc¬ 
taw Central High School in Choctaw. Sponsors are the Pearl River 
Resort, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Pepsi, Mississippi 
Sports Medicine and East Central Community College. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC WELCOMES NEW LADY WARRIORS: Four area high school basketball standouts are shown signing national letters of intent to 
continue their athletic careers with East Central Community College in Decatur. Joining the Lady Warriors for 2009-10 are (seated from left) 
Quentinette Odom, a 5-7guard from Scott Central; Jakiala McWilliams, a 5-8 guard from Neshoba Central; Shanequa Bufkin, a 5-4 guard 
from Scott Central; and Bianca Thomas, a 6-2 center from Sebastopol. Odom received All-State 2A and All-District honors and Bufkin made 
All-District as they helped lead the Lady Rebels to the South State title and third-place finish in the state en route to a 28-5 record. Odom 
averaged 18 points and seven rebounds, while Bufkin averaged six points and seven assists per contest. McWilliams received most im¬ 
proved honors for the Lady Rockets, who finished 14-11. Thomas helped lead the Lady Bobcats to the South State playoffs en route to a 
22-5 record. Shown with the new Lady Warriors are (standing from left) Chad Harrison, Scott Central girls' head basketball coach; Odom's 
parents, Quentin and Wilma Odom; McWilliams' mother, Kathy Herrington and friend R. B. Spivey; Cindy Adams, Neshoba Central assistant 
basketball coach; Bufkin's grandparents, Mollie and Willie J. Bufkin; Thomas' parents, Ernest and Loretta Thomas; and Bill Smith, ECCC 
women's head basketball coach. McWilliams is also the daughter of Jimmy Herrington. 

Dale Receives NJCAA 

All-American Honors 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

Mystee Dale has capped her 
basketball career at East Cen¬ 
tral Community College by 
being named an NJCAA All- 
American. 

Dale, a second- team selec¬ 
tion on the Division I team, 
joins East Mississippi's Com¬ 
munity College's Angelique 
Burtts as the only Mississip- 
pians to receive All-American 
honors. Burtts, a 5-11 forward, 
was chosen on the third team. 

Dale, a 5-8 guard and former 
Choctaw Central High School 
product, averaged 19.8 points, 
5.1 assists, 7.3 rebounds and 
2.4 steals in leading this year's 
Lady Warriors to state and re¬ 

gional com¬ 
petition en 
route to a 
17-10 record. 
She aver¬ 
aged 19.3 
points for the 
2007-08 Lady 
Warriors who 
won the Re¬ 
gion 23 Tour¬ 
nament and 
advanced to 
the NJCAA 
Division I 
Women's Bas 
ketball Tour¬ 
nament in Salina, Kansas. EC 
finished the successful cam¬ 
paign with a 22-8 record. 

In addition to receiving All- 

DALE 

American honors this season, 
Dale was named All-Region 23, 
All-State and All-Star. She was 
also selected to the All-Region 
23 Tournament Team for the 
second-straight season. 

Regarding Dale's most re¬ 
cent honor, fourth-year head 
coach Bill Smith said, "Mystee 
was very instrumental in us 
going to the national tourna¬ 
ment last year and she has 
been a big part of our program 
here for the last two years. 
She's every bit deserving of 
the All-American recognition." 
Dale recently signed a letter of 
intent to Marshall University 
recently. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

KILPATRICK PRESENTS NJCAA PLAQUE TO ECCC: Former ECCC head football coach A. J. Kilpatrick 
(second from left) is shown presenting one of the plaques he received for being named to the 2008 
National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Football Hall of Fame to College officials during 
a recent ceremony. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin is shown receiving the plaque from the Hall of 
Fame coach while Athletic Director Chris Harris (right) and current ECCC head football coach Steve 
Cheatham look on. Kilpatrick's prestigious award will be permanently displayed with other sports memo¬ 
rabilia in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building. Kilpatrick, who resides in Grenada with his 
wife, Versie, was inducted into the ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame during the 2008 homecoming activities. 
The 1952 ECCC graduate is also a member of the Mississippi Association of Coaches Hall of Fame and 
has received numerous other honors in recognition of his 38-year coaching career. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC SIGNS GREENE COUNTY 

SOCCER STANDOUTS: Three 
members of the Greene County 
High School boys' soccer team 
recently signed national letters 

of intent to continue their athletic 
careers at East Central Commu¬ 
nity College. Joining the Soccer 

Warriors for 2009-10 are (seated 
from left) defender Tres Hart¬ 
ley, keeper Justin Huguet and 

defender Lance Smith. Standing 
from left are ECCC soccer coach 
Kenneth Thompson and Greene 
County soccer coach Ron King. 

urccmu caanm caiOt 

WARRIORS 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC'S LUCKETT INKS WITH BELHAVEN: 
East Central Community College basketball 
standout Josh Luckett of Carthage is shown 
signing a national letter of intent to continue 
his athletic career at Belhaven College in 
Jackson. Luckett, a 6-4 forward, averaged 
16 points and seven rebounds for the War¬ 
riors who completed season action with an 
8-17 record. Luckett received second team 
MACJC All-State and All-Star honors follow¬ 
ing the 2008-09 campaign. He was named 
the Warriors' most valuable offensive player 
for 2007-08. Also pictured are Maurice 
Bowie (left), Warrior head basketball coach, 
and Tom Kelsey, Belhaven head men's 
basketball coach. 
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

DALE INKS WITH MARSHALL UNIVERSITY: East Central Community College basketball standout Myst- 
ee Dale (seated center) of Pachuta is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue her athletic 
career at Marshall University in Huntington, W. Va. Dale, a 5-8 guard, averaged 19.8 points, 5.1 assists, 
7.3 rebounds and 2.4 steals in helping lead the 2008-09 Lady Warriors to state and regional competi¬ 
tion en route to a 17-10 record. In recognition of her success, Dale received second team All-American, 
All-Region 23, first team All-State and All-Star honors. She was also named to the All-Region 23 tourna¬ 
ment team for the second-straight season. Dale averaged 19.3 points for the 2007-08 Lady Warriors 
who won the Region 23 Tournament and advanced to the NJCAA Division I Women's Basketball Tour¬ 
nament in Salina, Kan. EC finished the successful season with a 22-8 record. Dale is a former standout 
at Choctaw Central High School and helped lead the Lady Warriors to two consecutive State Class 3A 
championships. Dale is shown at the signing ceremony with her parents (seated) Kenneth and Wendy 
Dale, and (standing from left) Dalton Henry, tribal education services officer; Dr. Greg Carlyle, CCHS 
principal; Walter Wilson, CCHS athletic director and Mystee's high school coach; Bill Smith, ECCC wom¬ 
en's head basketball coach; and Barry Jim, the "voice" of the Choctaw Central Warriors. The ceremony 
was held Tuesday, April 28 before a packed crowd in the Choctaw Central High School library. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

RICKS SCORES 

SPRING GAME TD: 
Antonio Ricks (20) 

of Carthage hauls in 
a touchdown pass 
from quarterback 

Emmanuel Taylor of 
Blakely, Ga., during 

East Central Commu¬ 
nity College's spring 

game held Saturday, 
March 7 at Bailey 
Stadium. Ricks, a 

6', 170-pound wide 
receiver, made the 

grab while being 
defended by Preston 

Felder (24), a 5-9, 
170-pound defpnsive 

back from Meridian. 
The 45-minute intra- 

squad scrimmage 
concluded spring 

drills for the Warriors 
who begin the 2009 

season by hosting 
Coahoma Community 

College Aug. 8. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SOPHOMORE DIAMOND LADY WARRIORS HONORED: Special recognition was given to sophomore 
members of East Central Community College's softball team prior to doubleheader action with Hinds 
Community College Saturday, April 18 at the Lady Warriors' field. Honorees, who are shown with family 
members for the tribute, include (from left) manager Emily Wooten, Carthage; left fielder Genny Free¬ 
man (21), West Jones; pitcher Erin Breland (17), Philadelphia; center fielder Allison Phillips (15), Leake 
Academy; left fielder Calli Cumberland (14), Newton County; pitcher Amber Smith (12), Union; catcher 
Amy Sharp (9), Neshoba Central; center fielder Kristen Pillsbury (7), Newton County; shortstop Leah 
Dennis (6), Neshoba Central; pitcher Codee Russell (5), Leake Academy; right fielder Emily Thrash 
(4), Sebastopol; and manager Justin Boone, Louisville. The Lady Warriors are led by head coach Scott 
Hill and assistant Kristin Chaney. The Diamond Lady Warriors finished the season 19-22 with a loss to 
Northwest Community College in the final round of the MACJC state Tournament. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC 'SHOWDOWN' FINAL¬ 

IST: Abby McMillan of Newton 
was a tournament finalist in the 
women's division of the East 
Central Community College Ten¬ 
nis Showdown held recently. Mc¬ 
Millan is a member of the ECCC 
women's tennis team. 

THIRD-PLACE WINNER IN ECCC 'SHOWDOWN': Jason Hancock 
(left) of Decatur displays the award received for taking third-place 
honors in the ECCC Tennis Showdown held recently on the East 
Central Community College courts. Hancock, a member of the 
Warrior tennis team, won the honor by edging former Warrior tennis 
player Joseph Ceiglo (right) of Forest 6-4 in the one-day competi¬ 
tion, coordinated by Dianne O'Neill, ECCC tennis coach. 

SPECIAL TO THETOM-TOM 

ECCC WOMEN'S 'SHOWDOWN' WINNERS: Elise Gibbs (center) of Newton took top honors in the 
women's division of the East Central Community College Tennis Showdown held recently on the De¬ 
catur campus. Gibbs, a member of the Lady Warrior tennis team, defeated Shelly Munn (right) of West 
Lauderdale High School to claim the title. At left of Rachel Ramirez of Forest, who was a compass tour¬ 
nament finalist. Ramirez is also a Lady Warrior tennis player. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

MEN'S 'SHOWDOWN' 

A DIVISION WINNERS: 
Matt Wade (right) of 
Forest and Chris Reed 
of Decatur captured "A 
Division" honors in the 
ECCC Tennis Show¬ 
down held recently on 
the East Central Com¬ 
munity College courts. 
Wade, a member of the 
College's tennis team, 
defeated Reed 6-2 to 
claim the division crown 
following the one-day 
competition, coordi¬ 
nated by Dianne O'Neill, 
ECCC tennis coach. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

MEN'S 'SHOWDOWN' 

WINNERS: ECCC 
tennis players Devarus 
"Scooter" Walker (right) 
of Hickory and Colton 
Amis of Decatur dis¬ 
play awards received 
for winning first- and 
second-place honors, 
respectively, in the 
men's open division of 
the first annual ECCC 
Tennis Showdown held 
on the Decatur cam¬ 
pus. Walker defeated 
Amis 7-6, 7-4 to take 
top honors in the one- 
day event, coordinated 
by ECCC tennis coach 
Dianne O'Neill. 
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Warrior Tennis Teams Complete Season 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

East Central Community 
College's tennis teams complet¬ 
ed action in the state tourna¬ 
ment recently. The Lady War¬ 
riors and Warriors joined other 
JUCO squads in the MACJC 
State Tournament April 16-17 
in Hattiesburg. 

IN OTHER ACTION 

THROUGHOUTTHE SEASON: 

ECCC TENNIS TEAMS CLIPPED 

BY GULF COAST, CO-UN 
East Central Community Col¬ 

lege's tennis teams continued to 
struggle against MACJC South 
Division competition as they fell 
to Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College April 8 and Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College 
April 7 in matches played on the 
Decatur campus. 

Both teams lost by 7-2 scores 
to Co-Lin, and the Lady War¬ 
riors were edged 5-4 by the Gulf 
Coast women and the Warriors 
fell 6-3 to the Bulldog netters. 

In the Co-Lin women's con¬ 
test, Elise Gibbs of Newton was 
the only singles winner as she 
defeated A. Walker 6-2, 6-2. 
Rachel Ramirez of Forest fell to 
A. Brown 6-4, 3-6, (10-5); Kylie 
Rigdon of Union lost 6-4, 6-0 to 
A. Richardson; Anna Powell of 
Philadelphia was outscored 6-0 
by Mary McDonnieal and for¬ 
feited the second match. Two 
other matches were also forfeit¬ 
ed to Co-Lin. 

Gibbs teamed with Ramirez 
to win the Lady Warriors' only 
doubles match, an 8-6 defeat of 
Walker and Richardson. Rigdon 
and Powell were blanked 8-0 
by Brown and McDonnieal and 
another doubles match was for¬ 
feited. 

In the men's competition, 
Matt Wade of Forest won the 
Warriors' only singles match 
by defeating Reed Rogers 6-1, 
6-0. Scooter Walker of Hickory 
fell 6-4, 6-2 to Nico Osorio, Col- 
ton Amis of Decatur fell 6-0, 6-2 
to Guillermo Chaves; Nathan 
Calvert of Louisville lost 6-0, 6-1 
to Reilly Miller; Jason Hancock 
of Decatur fell 4-6, 6-1 (10-4) to 
Justin Hewitt; and Hunter Huff 
of Forest lost 6-2, 6-2 to Blake 
Smith. 

Wade teamed with Amis to 
win the Warriors' only match in 
doubles, an 8-4 decision over Os- 
oriio and Rodgers. Scooter Walk¬ 
er and Huff fell 8-1 to Chaves 
and Miller, and Hancock and 
Dee Walker lost 8-3 to Hewitt 
and Smith. 

Against Gulf Coast, three 
Lady Warriors won their respec¬ 
tive singles matches. Gibbs de¬ 
feated Amelia Knight, 6-1, 6-3; 
McMillan clipped Christy South- 
elod, 6-1, 6-1; and Ramirez out- 
scored Charmayne Purvis, 6-3, 
7-5. Rigdon fell 6-0, 6-0 to Victo¬ 
ria Hagel and Powell fell 2-6, 6-2 
(10-4) to Ashley Field. 

In doubles, Gibbs and Mc¬ 
Millan teamed to beat Knight 
and Megan Terrell 8-5. Ramirez 
and Powell fell 6-2 to Purvis and 
Hagel. 

In the men's competition, 
Amis easily won his singles 
match against Shavi Landale by 
scores of 6-0, 6-0, and Huff was 
victorious against Jordan Craft, 
6-1, 6-3. Scooter Walker fell to 
Landon Williams 6-1, 7-6 (10-1), 
Dee Walker fell 6-3, 6-4 to Lee 
Jacobson and Hancock lost to 
Josh Lang, 6-1, 6-3. 

In doubles, Dee Walker and 
Hancock defeated Landale and 
Craft 8-6 to capture ECCC's only 
win. Scooter Walker and Huff 
were edged 9-7 by Lang and Ja¬ 
cobson, and Amis and Wade fell 
8-4 to Williams and Bowman. 

ECCC NETTERS SPLIT 

WITH PEARL RIVER 
East Central Community 

College's men's tennis team 
evened its record at 3-3 follow¬ 
ing a 5-4 win over Pearl River 
Community College April 1 in 
Decatur. The Lady Warriors 
were not as fortunate and fell 
6-3 to the Lady Wildcats to re¬ 
main winless in six matches. 

The Warriors won two of three 
matches in doubles, as Scooter 
Walker of Hickory teamed with 
Hunter Huff of Forest to defeat 
Wesley Graham and Roy Odom 
8-2, and Dee Walker of Hickory 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
ABOVE: Sophomore Matt Wade helped lead the East Central 
Community College men's tennis team to a 9-0 win over Southwest 
Monday on the Summit campus. Wade is a product of Forest High 
School. The Warriors improved to 5-6 overall following the victory. 
BELOW: Rachel Ramirez of Forest hustles to make a return during 
her singles match with Charmayne Purvis of Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College April 7 on the Decatur campus. Ramirez defeat¬ 
ed her opponent 6-3, 7-5. The Lady Warriors were clipped 5-4 by the 
visitors from Perkinston. 

and Jason Hancock of Decatur 
clipped Jacob Aycock and Matt 
Sumrall 8-4. Matt Wade of For¬ 
est and partner Colton Amis of 
Decatur fell 8-4 to Steven Brac- 
ey and Steven Georgian. 

In singles competition, Scoot¬ 
er Walker defeated Bracey 7-6, 
6-3; Wade beat Graham 4-6, 7-5 
and 10-7; and Hancock edged 
Aycock 7-5, 7-5. Amis dropped 
a 6-2, 7-5 decision to Georgian, 
Dee Walker fell to Damelle 
Sanford 6-2, 6-0; and Huff was 
defeated 6-3, 6-0 by Sumrall. 

In women's doubles, Lady 
Warrior Elise Gibbs and Abby 
McMillan, both of Newton, de¬ 
feated Jill Fletcher and Kasey 
King 8-1 for EC's only win. 
Rachel Ramirez of Forest and 
Anna Powell of Philadelphia 
fell 8-3 to Alyssa Wolfe and 
Courtney Spears, and Pearl 
River won a doubles match via 
forfeit. 

McMillan and Ramirez were 
victorious in their respective 
singles matches, as McMillan 
defeated King 6-3, 7-5 and 
Ramirez clipped Wolf 6-2, 7-6, 
7-3. Gibbs fell 6-0, 6-1 to Fletch¬ 
er; Kylie Rigdon of Union fell 
6-2, 6-0 to Spiers; and Powell 
lost 6-1, 6-2 to Kristen Barber. 
Pearl River won another match 
as a result of a forfeit. 

ECCC FALLS 

TO COPIAH-LINCOLN 
ECCC netters dropped deci¬ 

sions to Copiah-Lincoln Com¬ 
munity College March 30 in 
Wesson. 

The Warriors fell 8-1 and EC's 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC SOPHOMORE TENNIS PLAYERS HONORED: East Central Community College recognized soph¬ 
omore tennis players during a ceremony held prior to the home finale with Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College April 8 on the Decatur campus. Honorees include (from left) Hunter Huff and Matt Wade, both of 
Forest; Scooter Walker of Hickory and Kylie Rigdon of Union. Not pictured is Lurenzo Jones of Newton. 
Dianne O'Neill serves as coach. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 
Hunter Huff of Forest 
was among East 
Central Community 
College tennis play¬ 
ers who posted wins 
in singles competi¬ 
tion against Mis¬ 
sissippi Gulf Coast 
Community College 
April 7 on the Deca¬ 
tur campus. Huff de¬ 
feated Jordan Craft 
6-1, 6-3 to win the 
match. Huff, a trans¬ 
fer from Mississippi 
College, is a product 
of East Rankin Acad¬ 
emy. The Warriors 
fell 7-2 to the visitors 
from Perkinston. 

women were edged 5-4. 
Wade claimed the only victory 

for East Central as he defeated 
Reed Rogers 6-7, 6-3, 10-6 in 
singles competition. Scooter 
Walker fell 6-4, 5-7, 10-5 to Nico 
Osorio; Amis lost 6-2, 6-2 to 
Guillermo Charles; Dee Walker 
was clipped 6-2, 6-2 by Reilly 
Miller; Hancock fell 6-0, 6-4 to 
Justin Hewitt; and Huff fell 6-1, 
6-1 to Blake Smith. 

In doubles, Amis and Wade 
fell to Osorio and Rodgers, 9-7; 
Scooter Walker and Huff were 
edged 8-5 by Chaves and Miller; 
and Dee Walker and Hancock 
lost 8-2 to Hewitt and Smith. 

Gibbs and McMillan defeated 
Walker and Williams 8-4 in 
women's doubles, but Ramirez 
and Powell fell 8-2 to Brown 
and Richardson. 

In women's singles, Gibbs 
beat Walker 6-1, 6-1; McMillan 
clipped Brown, 6-1, 6-1; and 
Ramirez beat Williams 6-2, 6-2. 
East Central forfeited two other 
matches. 

ECCC WARRIOR NETTERS 

BLANK HOLMES 
The East Central Community 

College men's tennis team eas¬ 
ily defeated Holmes Community 
College, cruising to an 8-0 deci¬ 
sion during competition held in 
Forest. 

Warriors posting wins in dou¬ 
bles competition included Scoot¬ 
er Walker, a product of Newton 
County High School, who teamed 
with Matt Wade of Forest to clip 
Mac Vaughn and Trey Woods, 
8-5; Colton Amis, also of New¬ 

ton County, and Lurenzo Jones 
of Newton, who were victorious 
over Tye Steele and Josh Buch¬ 
anan, 8-0; and Newton County 
products Jason Hancock and 
Dee Walker, who defeated Josh 
Pinkard and Erick Walton, 8-0. 

In singles, winners were Scoot¬ 
er Walker over Woods, 6-2, 1-0; 
Amis over Steele, 6-2, 6-0; Wade 
over Pinkard, 6-0, 6-1; Jones 
over Vaughn, 6-4, 6-2; Hancock 
over Walton, 7-5, 6-1; and Hunt¬ 
er Huff of Forest over Buchan¬ 
an, 6-1, 6-1. Huff is a product of 
East Rankin Academy. 

Women's teams did not par¬ 
ticipate in the one-day tourna¬ 
ment. 

WARRIOR TENNIS TEAM 

DEFEATS NORTHEAST 
Tennis competition began on 

successful note for the East Cen¬ 
tral Community College War¬ 
riors who claimed an 8-1 deci¬ 
sion over Northeast Mississippi 
Community College February 
27 in Decatur. The Lady War¬ 
riors were clipped 5-4 in their 
season opener against the Lady 
Tigers. 

The Warriors won all three 
matches in doubles competition, 
as Matt Wade of Forest and 
"Scooter" Walker of Hickory, de¬ 
feated W. Bynum and J. Bascomb 
(8-3), Lurenzo Jones of Newton 
and Colton Amis of Decatur beat 
Zach Wright and Witt Lucas (8- 
6), and Janson Hancock of Deca¬ 
tur teamed with Dee Walker of 
Hickory to clip Aston Leach and 
Emanuel Buchanan (8-5). 

In men's singles, Scooter 

Walker defeated Wright (6-3, 
6-2), Amis downed Lucas (6-1, 
6-2), Jones edged Bascomb (6-3, 
3-6, 10-7), Jason Hancock of De¬ 
catur beat Buchanan (6-1, 6-0), 
Hunter Huff of Forest cruised 
past Leach (6-2, 6-0) and Nathan 
Calvert of Louisville defeated 
William Glazer (6-3, 6-1). Wade 
fell in his singles match with By¬ 
num (score not available.) 

Lady Warriors Elise Gibbs and 
Abby McMillan, both of Newton, 
teamed to win their doubles 
match against Alexandra Kriss 
and Cassandra Bishop (8-3), but 
Rachel Ramirez of Forest and 
Kylie Rigdon were not as fortu¬ 
nate and fell to Briana Ashcroft 
and Chriza Holley (0-8). 

Gibbs, McMillan and Ramir¬ 
ez won their respective singles 
matches over Kriss (6-0, 6-0), 
Bishop (6-3, 6-4) and Ashcroft 
(6-3, 6-7, 7-2). Rigdon fell in her 
match with Holley (1-6, 0-6), 
and Anna Powell of Philadel¬ 
phia was also defeated by Kate 
Richey (0-6, 0-6). Another match 
was forfeited. 

ECCC NETTERS 

SWEEP SOUTHWEST 
East Central Community Col¬ 

lege tennis teams captured vic¬ 
tories over Southwest Missis¬ 
sippi Community College during 
MACJC South Division competi¬ 
tion on the Summit campus. 

The Warriors cruised to a 9-0 
win to improve to 5-6 overall, 
while the Lady Warriors held on 
for a 4-3 decision and bettered 
their record to 2-9. 

In men's doubles, Matt Wade 

of Forest and Colton Amis of De¬ 
catur defeated Matt Henegan 
and Dillion Boyd (8-4), Scooter 
Walker of Hickory and Lurenzo 
Jones of Newton teamed to clip 
Josh Yawn and Drew Stone (8-5) 
and Jason Hancock of Decatur 
and Dee Walker of Hickory beat 
Stuart Able and Eli Whitaker 
(8-2). 

The Warriors continued their 
dominance in singles competi¬ 
tion, as Scooter Walker beat 
Henegan (6-3, 7-5), Amis clipped 
Yawn (7-5, 6-2), Wade beat Jake 
Easley (6-0,6-2); Jones downed 
Stone (5-7, 6-0, 10-4), Hancock 
clipped Abel (6-3, 6-1), Hunter 
Huff of Forest defeated Boyd 
(6-3, 6-1) and Nathan Calvert of 
Louisville beat Casey Adams (6- 
4, 6-2). 

In women's doubles, Elise 
Gibbs and Abby McMillan, both 
of Newton, teamed to blitz Lisa 
Hedges and Morgan McKee (8- 
0). Rachael Ramirez of Forest 
and Anna Powell of Philadel¬ 
phia were not as fortunate as 
they fell to Ellie Eckman and 
Erin Mitzenberg (8-2). 

The Lady Warriors won three 
of five singles competition as 
Gibbs defeated McKee (6-2, 6-1), 
McMillin beat Hedges (6-4, 6-2) 
and Ramirez clipped Mitzen¬ 
berg (6-2, 6-2). Powell fell in her 
match to Eckman by a score of 
6-1, 6-0. East Central lost a sin¬ 
gles match via forfeit. 

Both EC squads will again 
be on the road today (Tuesday) 
for the regular season finale at 
Jones County Junior College in 
Ellisville. 
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RECRUITING STU¬ 

DENTS: David Cobb 
of Northrop Grum¬ 

man Ship Systems in 
Pascagoula recently 

visited the East Central 
Community College 

campus and is shown 
making a recruiting 

presentation to weld¬ 
ing, machine shop and 

electrical technology 
students. Cobb said 
Northrop Grumman 

has an immediate need 
for welders and also 

plans to hire machin¬ 
ists and electricians. 

Graduation Scheduled May 16 at Neshoba Coliseum 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

More than 450 students are 
scheduled to receive diplomas 
Saturday, May 16, 2008, when 
East Central Community Col¬ 
lege holds its 80th Commence¬ 
ment beginning at 11 a.m. in the 
Neshoba County Coliseum in 
Philadelphia. 

Included in the total are those 
who completed degree require¬ 
ments following the 2008 sum¬ 
mer and fall terms, according 
to Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, Vice 
President for Instruction. 

Those participating in the 
program include graduating 
sophomores Dekota Anthony of 
Philadelphia, who will give the 
invocation; Matthew Naylor of 
Meridian, commencement speak¬ 
er; and Shaun Cooper of Newton, 
benediction. Anna Laurie Ezell 
of Union and Emilee Lanier of 
Little Rock will present the mu¬ 
sical selection "I Was Here." 

Dr. Sparkman will present 
candidates for graduation and 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sut- 
phin will award degrees and cer¬ 
tificates to the following: 

MAY GRADUATION CANDIDATES 
ADAMS: Jason Calcote, Nat- 

chez* 
CARROLL: Allen Cheek, Car- 

rollton; 
CLARKE: Mystee Shayrae 

Dale and Maurice D. Jenkins, 
both of Pachuta; Emalee Tindle 
and Ethan Tindle, both of Quit- 
man; 

CLAY: Robert Gaston, West 
Point; 

DESOTO: Quintin V. Scott, 
Olive Branch; 

FORREST: Matthew D. Lewis, 
Hattiesburg; 

FRANKLIN: Steven T. McK- 
enzie, Smithdale; 

HINDS: Dexter Charles Mc¬ 
Donald, Jr., Jackson; 

JASPER: Eden Bender, Bay 
Springs; Keysa Graham, Heidel¬ 
berg; Amanda Boykin, Felicia 
Earnest and Latoshia Nicole 
Moore, all of Louin; David Mill¬ 
er, Newton; Terri Latonya Jones 
and Olivia Maria Shaw, both of 
Paulding; 

JONES: Genny Marie Free¬ 
man, Laurel; 

KEMPER: Michaela Lee, Pres¬ 
ton; 

LAUDERDALE: Kacy Eliza¬ 
beth Covert and Matthew Naylor, 
both of Collinsville; Carol Lynn 
Collins, Deshondra Dubose, Jus¬ 
tin Quincy Sean Lenton, Carlene 
Lipsey, Timothy Maloney, Bran¬ 
ch Goodwin McCoy and Ryanne 
R. McNeal, all of Meridian; 

LEAKE: Tyler Adcock, Brian 
Adam Byrd, Kasey Sue Crutch- 
er, India Leighann Dickerson, 
Pandora Dixon-Sockey, Joseph 
Michael Dorman, Eric Dowell, 
Trenee Edwards, Britni Leigh 
Harvey, Sarah Irwin, Benjamin 
Kibler, Tamara Anise Leflore, 
Lacy McMurry, Cynthia R. 
Middlebrooks, Virginia Ruth 
Mitchell, Garnell Moses, Alli¬ 
son Nicole Phillips, Barbara J. 
Pitts, Joshua P. Quick, Shantie 
M. Ricks, Rebecca C. Wilbanks, 
Brandon Dwight Wilcher and 
Emily Dianne Wooten, all of 
Carthage; Joshua Mai Huffman, 
Kosciusko; Rhonda Thomas and 
Patricia Alene Vasquez, both of 
Lena; Sylvester Keyon Carter, 
Jeremy M. Corley, Tiffany De- 
meika Jackson, Aerial Jaleesa 
Sanders, Kendra Rochelle Sand¬ 
ers, Brittany LeAnn Smith, Evan 
Mitchell Summers-Jones and K. 
Lannis Windham, all of Walnut 
Grove; 

LEE: David Evan Smart, 
Mooreville; and Heath McClain 
Mullins, Tupelo; 

LOWNDES: Rosalynn Latrice 
Henry and LeFelvia C. Jenkins, 
both of Columbus; 

NESHOBA: Dallis John Steve, 
Jr. and Vincent Wilson, both 
of Choctaw; Dekota Brooke An¬ 
thony, Phillip W. Barrier, Juana 
Deshane Ben, Harvey Brown, 
Christopher Neal Cremeen, 
Shelley E. Darby, Spencer Dick¬ 

erson, Joseph James Downing, 
Sean Andrew Farmer, Ashley 
Fortune, Kim Foy, DeAndra 
Marie Graham, David Wesley 
Haggard, Kathryn A. Harrison, 
Harold Hathorn, Jessica Her- 
rington, Brad Hughes, John 
Douglas Kelley, Dustin Kilpat- 
rick, Brett Thomas Latimer, 
Cameron Lesley, Amber Nicole 
Madison, Adam F. Mann, Bran- 
di Mathes, Tristain McMillan, 
Chance Tristan Nance, Patrick 
Patterson, Marsha Hall Payne, 
Flora L. Peebles, Misty Phil¬ 
lips, Michael Dewayne Pierce, 
Dustin B. Pope, Paige L. Posey, 
Windie Poston, Tiffany Wallace 
Quick, Kolby Sisson, Nathan L. 
Sistrunk, Micah Stewart, Chris- 
tol D. Stribling, Jamie Stribling, 
Kyle Thompson, Pamela Joyce 
Townsend, Crystal Blair Walker, 
Robert W. Ward, Rebecca Wat- 
kins, Chester B. Whittle, Aman¬ 
da Williamson, Ashley Whyana 
Wilson and Lacey Nicole Wil¬ 
son, all of Philadelphia; Autumn 
Leigh Durant, Preston; Kimber- 
ly D. Burton, Yumecka C. Camp¬ 
bell, Tiffanie Credille, Jessica 
Lynn Galloway, Michelle Nicole 
Galloway, Brandon S. George, 
Shana Graham Harrison, Jenni¬ 
fer M. Key, Cynthia D. Ledlow, 
Wade Pierce, Kylie Dates Rig- 
don, Amy Sharp, Amber Smith, 
Jamie Smith, Jaquarius Talley, 
Emily Paige Thrash, Candace 
Nicole Vance and Leah Victoria 
Williams, all of Union; 

NEWTON: Christopher D. 
Cain, Christy Jones Gressett, 
Sidney Silvia Gutierrez and Re¬ 
becca L. Rogers, all of Chunky; 
Benjamin Adam Walton and Pat¬ 
rick Lamar Walton, both of Col¬ 
linsville; Gilberth Bell, William 
Chaz Brunschon and Jessica 
Coleman, all of Conehatta; Carl 
M. Adkins, Joseph Kyle Barrett, 
Timothy Lee Blackburn, Susan 
Naomi Brown, Calli Leigh Cum¬ 
berland, Jessica Dean, Christy 
Lynne Ezell, Doris Frith, Joy 
Lynn Hayes, Barry Allen Hol- 
lingsworth, Jesse L. Holloway, 
Joseph Kyle Killens, Samuel Fox 
Lewis, Angela Marie Massey, 
Richard McGill Mosby, Megan 
Clarice Munn, Daniel B. Pick- 
ett, Leah Platt, Jimmy Pritchett, 
Robert Dustin Reed and Pamela 
D. Townsend, all of Decatur; 
Syncerety Bender, Shanekia R. 
Coleman, Jonathan K. Federick, 
Shardae Marquett Foley, An¬ 
gela Valentine and Devarus K. 
Walker, all of Hickory; Ashley 
McMillan Castillo, Jennifer Re- 
nee Harris, Annette W. Jackson, 
Wyneda Markeda McLaurin and 
Beth Stephens; Sarah Allison 
Eakes, Alisha Shepherd Hitt, 
Mary Emilee Lanier, Evan Ross 
Pinson and Michael Skinner, all 
of Little Rock; Myrial Shildan- 
dre' Brown, Jonathan Demario 
Chapman, Shaun Michael Coo¬ 
per, Shauntavien Currie, April 
Nicole Dunavant, Daphanie 
Hall, Ashley Lenea Harris, Lol- 
ita Renee Jordan, Barbara Rose 
Lyles, Molly Martin, Sharonda 
Moore, Christopher Aaron Scott 
Morrison, Rena Frances Robin¬ 
son, Jeremy Snow, Josh Steele 
and Holly Kathleen Tullos; all of 
Newton; Dennis Jay Anderson, 
Jr., Julie Catherine Boswell, 
Josh Dickerson, Anna Laurie 
Ezelle, 

Shannon Harrison, Aubrie 
Cleveland Howell, Anna John¬ 
son, Daniel Johnson, Nicholas 
Dylan Lane, Matthew Ryan Liv¬ 
ingston, Michelle Lee McNich- 
ols, Jacquenette H. Poole and 
William Damion Russell, all of 
Union; 

NOXUBEE: Dimario R. Parks, 
Macon; 

RANKIN: Alisha Lenae McA¬ 
fee, Brandon; Randall Patrick 
Creel, Shana Marie Easley and 
Justin Thomas Traylor, all of 
Florence; Catalina Tarazona, 
Pearl; and Ronnie Lance Thomp¬ 
son, Pelahatchie; 

SCOTT: Marteazs C. Bolden, 
Lee G. Brantley, Jessica D. 
Brown, Christopher Bufkin, 

Drew Crowell, Haley Rebecca 
Culpepper, 

Hannah Brooke Culpepper, 
Santigous Nicole Culpepper, 
Brittany Jade Cushman, Tan¬ 
ya L. Harrison, Marico Jones, 
Joshua David Ledford, Gary 
David Mart, II, William Bradley 
McKinley, Emmeral K. McLau¬ 
rin, Kemyatta Denise Quails, 
Tanika Shumirror Robinson, 
Caitlin M. Slay, Matthew Ryan 
Wade, Kimberly Williams and 
Jeremy L. Wooten, all of Forest; 
Gregory Ryan Bennett, Brandi 
Gray, Leeana E. Lundy, Markis 
Antion Pinkston, Juley Taylor 
and Cody Taylor, all of Lake; 
Adrienne Marie Bird, Sandra 
Lynn Colyer, Kristina Patrice 
Ealy, Krista L. Frith, Jana 
Johnson, Angel Laster, Bethany 
Latham, Zane Mouchett, Paula 
Parker and Corey Shoemaker, 
all of Morton; and Rebecca Gra¬ 
ham Brown and Aaron Tyler 
Gaylord, both of Sebastopol; 

SIMPSON: Kevin W. Carlisle, 
Mendenhall; 

SMITH: Roderick Quantail 
Lofton, Pulaski; Joshua Tremain 
Gavin and Jeffrey Scott Hay- 
man, both of Raleigh; 

WINSTON: Kayla Brooke Ad¬ 
cock, Michael Jarrad Ball, Nich- 
ole Alicia Ball, Lindsey Brooke 
Clark, Clintarius Coleman, Ste¬ 
phen Coleman, Tiffany L. Dora, 
Cledeeden Carol Dotson, Jack 
Edmonson, Daniel J. Eichelberg- 
er, Keia Eichelberger, Patience 
D. Haynes, Kristopher E. Holm¬ 
es, TeQuia P. Hudson, Albert A. 
Hunt, Kelvin K. Knowles, Ancar- 
isa S. Macon, Carey Jarrod Mill¬ 
er, Lesa Erin Miller, Kylie Ming, 
Elizabeth Laken Morgan, Laura 
Pearson, Marty Steven Quinn, 
Amber Elizabeth Reed, Bobby R. 
Sanders, Clancy Ethan Scarbor¬ 
ough, Charles Clint Sloan, Mal- 
lory Kate Sloan, Whitney Nicole 
Smith, Kristi Clay Stapp, Bran¬ 
di Michelle Tollett, Macqualine 
Triplett, Austin R. Vernon, Jesse 
Peaster Ward, Jacob T. Walker 
and Anna Kathrine White, all 
of Louisville; Delvontrese Goss, 
Samantha Kaitlin Leigh Kinard, 
Bruce Lee Manning, Tiffany 
Brooke Thomas and Cody Vow- 
ell, all of Noxapater; 

LOUISIANA: Rashima R. Jen¬ 
kins, Bossier City; and Steven K. 
Barnes, Folsom; 

ALABAMA: Frank J. Harris, 
Lisman; and Joshua 1. Lewis, 
Northport. 

DECEMBER 2008 GRADUATES 
CALHOUN: William T. Smith, 

Union; 
CHOCTAW: Jacqueline Ann 

Hunt, Ackerman; 
CLARKE: Donald Chad Allen, 

Stonewall; 
COVINGTON: Jasen Fairley, 

Collins; 
DESOTO: Randy S. Carter, 

Shubuta; 
FORREST: Donovan Tre- 

shaun Tate, Hattiesburg; and 
Marcus Deshun Travis, Petal; 

HINDS: LeTresia Stewart and 
Joshua Williams, both of Jack¬ 
son; 

KEMPER: Willie D. Poe, 
DeKalb; 

LAUDERDALE: Kristen Al- 
sup, Collinsville; and Shaquita 
Antrenett Brown, Maurice 
Langston, Veronica Newell, 
Steree Nicole Portis, Octavius 
Lamar Truman, Amanda Weath¬ 
ers and Jessica Amber Robinson 
Young, all of Meridian; 

LEAKE: Pamela Renee Boone, 
Deanna Carol Morris, Kimberly 
Ann Sanders, Trisha Nicole 
White and Jason T. Yarbrough, 
all of Carthage; and Brittany 
Herrington, Walnut Grove; 

MADISON: Bruce Williams, 
Ridgeland; 

NESHOBA: Synica Bester, 
Lacey Brewer, Jeremy Scott 
Bull, Clark L. Calvery, Angela 
Harris Carter, Tabatha Mar- 
lene Charlie, Quintara Gibson, 
Candace N. Griffin, Austin Her¬ 
rington, Jennileen Jackson, 
Candace Long, Crystal McGee, 
Jeana Dawn Richardson, Rachel 

Farron Thompson, Howard 
O. Tucker and Mark Wallace, 

all of Philadelphia; and Kris- 
ton Brooke Barrett and Tammy 
Lynn Plaisance, both of Union; 

NEWTON: Angela Anne 
Dickerson Jordan, Conehatta; 
Cora Jean Crawford and Con¬ 
nie E. Parker, both of Decatur; 
April Evans and Kristian Mar- 
tinae Evans, both of Hickory; 
Jonathan Jacobs and Robby Lee 
Pierce, both of Lawrence; Monica 
Shea Boyd, Little Rock; Monique 
Lyntrell Robinson, Scott Russell 
and Keshu L. Wash, all of New¬ 
ton; and Kristy Denise Boswell, 
Stacey Chisolm, William J. Cun¬ 
ningham, Joy Lynn Hewitt, Jes¬ 
sica Crenshaw LaPeze, Joshua 
Scott Peets, Jordan L. Robin¬ 
son, Karen Alice Smith, Cindy 
Strickland and April Tillman, 
all of Union; 

RANKIN: Melissa Prestage, 
Lena; 

SCOTT: Ana Huerta, McKen- 
zie Patrick and Courtney A.J. 
Stingley, all of Forest; Roccell 
Harper, Lake; Laci Simmons 
Bridges and John K. Logan, 
both of Lawrence; Christopher 
Clark, Lena; Jon Aaron Tatum, 
Morton; and Kimberly Norman, 
Sebastopol; 

WINSTON: Melissa T. Ball, 
Gary M. Boatner, Jr., Mallory 
Jade Thompson-Young and Mis¬ 
sy Williamson, all of Louisville; 
and Jeremy Wright, McCool; 

ALABAMA: Vonzell D. Jack¬ 
son, Aliceville; and Kendrick 
Devone May, Northport; and 

GEORGIA: Dustin Alley, Mc- 
Donough. 

AUGUST 2008 GRADUATES 
ATTALA: Latisha Renee 

Grant, Sallis; 
CLARKE: Karen Evans, En¬ 

terprise; and Meia L. Strick¬ 
land, Quitman; 

HINDS: Tenesha U. Brown, 
Jackson; 

KEMPER: Rhonda Renee 
Houston, DeKalb; and Lakai- 
sha La'Shay Coleman, Preston; 

LAUDERDALE: Brooklyn 
Michelle Mayo and Wesley Ste¬ 
vens, both of Meridian; 

LEAKE: Justin Brown, Nich¬ 
olas Comfort, Kristi Hardin, 
Sherry Kelly, Brittany Naz- 
ary and Tara LeAnn Steve, all 
of Carthage; and Tyeshai Ealy 
and David Dallas Harrell, both 
of Lena; 

NESHOBA: Mary Jane Wil¬ 
lis, Choctaw; and Tanesha A. 
Barham, Whitney Lee Craw¬ 
ford, Melinda Jean Gibson, 
Jessica Nichole Greer, Daphne 
Holmes, Patrisha Tahahwah 
and Candace Woodson, all of 
Philadelphia; 

NEWTON: Susan Dana Max¬ 
well and Kristi Yarbrough, both 
of Chunky; Loraine I. John¬ 
son, Conehatta; Maegan Leigh 
Johnston, Jan E. McNeil and 
Rachael Rainer, all of Decatur; 
Raven Hardy, Hickory; Kyle S. 
McCormick and Tawanna S. 
McDaniel, both of Lawrence; 
Regan Ward, Little Rock; Mon¬ 
ica Dieanea Drummond, Na- 
hamani Henderson, Kenyana 
Monae Rivers and Melissa B. 
Taylor, all of Newton; and Jes¬ 
sica Laine Cager and Kristi Ma¬ 
rie Keene, both of Union; 

OKTIBBEHA: Jesse 
VanEtten, Starkville; 

RANKIN: Amanda Jane Ains- 
worth, Brandon; 

SMITH: Jessica Amanda Ash¬ 
ley, Raleigh; 

SCOTT: Rebecca Coonce, 
Heather I. Warren and Erin 
Watkins, all of Forest; Margo 
Everett, Jennifer Hollings- 
worth and Freshta Warren, all 
of Lake; Austin Lee Lloyd and 
Anne Strohm, both of Morton; 
and Anna Catherine Hughes 
and Autumn N. Westbrook, 
both of Pulaski; 

WINSTON: Timothy William 
Butts, Brandi Jo Carter, Bran¬ 
don Krajewski and Melysheaco 
Savior, all of Louisville; and 

FLORIDA: Bryon B. Rizzi, St. 
Augustine. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

CLARK JOINS MACJC SPORTS HALL OF FAME: Retired East Cen¬ 
tral Community College coach/faculty member Joe Clark (right) of 
Decatur was inducted into the Mississippi Association of Community 
and Junior Colleges (MACJC) Sports Hall of Fame during the annual 
ceremony held April 28, 2009, at the Hilton Hotel in Jackson. Clark 
joins 14 other community/junior college inductees who comprise the 
Class of 2009. He is shown with ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
who presented Clark with the prestigious award. As a student-ath¬ 
lete, Clark helped lead the 1954-55 Warrior basketball team to the 
Region 7 title and a fourth-place finish in the NJCAA Tournament. 
He later returned to his alma mater, where he coached men's bas¬ 
ketball for 13 years, golf for 30 years and tennis for 20 years during 
his 34-year tenure on the Decatur campus. He also taught math for 
34 years as served 26 years as housing director. Coaching high¬ 
lights include his 1968-69 basketball Warriors finishing 21-7, and 
his 1995-96 golf and tennis teams being selected NJCAA Academic 
Teams of the Year. Clark was inducted into the ECCC Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 1992. He was named Region 23 Golf Coach of the year 
in 1997 and MACJC Golf Coach of the Year in 2001. Joining Clark at 
the MACJC Sports Hall of Fame induction ceremony were his wife, 
Carolyn; their sons, Stan, Chris and Kevin; and family members. 

Johnson Participates 

In Region 23 

Golf Tournament 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

East Central Community Col¬ 
lege golfer 
Daniel John¬ 
son of Union 
participated 
in the NJ¬ 
CAA Region 
23 Champi¬ 
onship held 
April 27-28 
at the Mis¬ 
sissippi State 
University 
course in 
Starkville. 

Johnson _ 
had rounds 
of 87 and 80 for 
a two-day total of 167 and fin- 

JOHNSOH 

ished tied for 25th place. 
Johnson qualified for the re¬ 

gional tourney after finishing 
14th in the individual stand¬ 
ings in the MACJC State Golf 
Tournament held earlier at 
Kirkwood National Golf Club in 
Holly Springs. 

The top five teams and the 
remaining top five individual 
scorers advance to the regional 
competition. 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Com¬ 
munity College had a two-day 
total of 606 to the Region 23 
title by an 18-stroke margin 
over East Mississippi. Copiah- 
Lincoln finished third at 636 
followed by Northeast Missis¬ 
sippi (637) and Hinds (638). Co- 
Lin won the state title. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC STUDENTS WINNING STATE SKILLSUSA HONORS: These 
East Central Community College students won first-place honors 
in their respective areas of competition at the Mississippi SkillsUSA 
Championships held at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. 
Seated from left are Josh Steele of Newton, CNC Turning; Jonathan 
Chapman of Newton, Collision Repair; Patrick Griffin of Union, Major 
Appliance Repair; Jermaine Glass of Union, Brandie Holifield of 
Philadelphia, Holly Tanner of Ethel and Courtney Cravens of Louis¬ 
ville, Occupational Safety and Health Single. Standing from left are 
Kimberly Wareing of Forest, Takeila Stephens of Meridian, Melissa 
Kleinschmidt and Brooke Barrett, both of Union; Mecklin Soules of 
Heidelberg, Magan Lancaster of Union and Kandace Smith of Col¬ 
linsville, Opening and Closing Team; and Jessica Smith of Forest 
and Marsha Reed of Louisville, Promotional Bulletin Board. Chap¬ 
man is the third straight first-place winner in the Collision Repair 
competition for instructor Conrad Germany. All first-place winners 
advance to the National SkillsUSA Leadership Conference sched¬ 
uled in Kansas City, MO, June 23-26. Second-place winners were 
Jesse Holloway of Decatur, Cabinetmaking; Felicia Patrick of Phila¬ 
delphia, Culinary Arts; Bruce Manning of Noxapater, CNC Milling; 
Cody Buckey of Forest, Residential Wiring; and Austin Vernon of 
Louisville, Welding. Winning third-place honors were Austin Mather 
of Decatur, Auto Mechanics; Mark Ishee of Louin, Industrial Motor 
Control; and Cayla Yates of Union, Job Skills Demonstration. 
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ECCC PBL STUDENTS TAKE TOP HONORS IN COMPETITION: 
Members of Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda at East Central 

Community College took top honors during the state Leadership 
Conference held in Tupelo. Winners and their respective categories 
include (first row, from left) Reva Coate, first, Free Enterprise Project 

and third, Economic Analysis and Decision Making, and Rebecca 
Rogers, first, Free Enterprise Project, both of Chunky; Morgan De- 

weese, first, Small Business Management Plan, and third, Financial 
Analysis and Decision Making, and Marlee Deweese, first, Small 

Business Management Plan, both of Philadelphia; and Lachelle 
Moss of Decatur and Windie Poston of Philadelphia, both first in 

Community Service Project; (second row, from left) Thomas White 
of Philadelphia, first, Cyber Security, and third, Network Design; 
Jonathan Nelson of Louisville, third, Network Design, and third, 

Help Desk; Jeff Grimshel of Vicksburg, second, Website Develop¬ 
ment, and fourth, Sports Management and Marketing; Tia Weaver of 
Conehatta, second, International Business, and third, Job Interview; 

Kim Amerson of Decatur, second, Local Chapter Annual Business 
Report; Evan Summers-Jones of Walnut Grove, second, Telecom¬ 

munications, and second, Website Development; and Zack Gibbs of 
Forest, first, Computer Applications; and (back row, from left) Dexter 

McDonald of Jackson, third, Human Resource Management; Abby 
McMillin of Newton, second, Public Speaking, and fourth, Business 
Decision Making; Amanda Hampton, third, Human Resource Man¬ 

agement; Josh Dickerson of Union, third, Justice Administration, and 
fourth, Contemporary Sports Issues; Jonathan Federick of Hickory, 
third, Financial Concepts; Cory Harkins of Carthage, third, Network 

Design; and Kimberly Goodin and Brittney Morrison, both of New¬ 
ton, both fourth in Business Decision Making. Not pictured is Aaron 

Morrison of Decatur who received second place honors in Statisti¬ 
cal Analysis. Theta Chi Chapter also received Foundation Member, 

Special Foundation and March of Dimes recognition in addition to 
being named a Gold Seal Chapter, awarded to the top two chapters 

in the state. 

Summer Treats Make Great Snacks 

BY MORGAN WELLS 
Staff Writer 

Looking for those yummy 
treats to cool you down and that 
taste so delicious, well here are 
two tasty snacks for your sum¬ 
mer vacations. 

Sophomore Sallie Evan's fa¬ 
vorite summer treat is straw¬ 
berry shortcake. 

She said, "This is my favorite 

afternoon snack." 

STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE 
Pound cake 
Frozen Strawberries 
Topped with Whip Cream 
Layer Pound Cake with 

strawberries and top with whip 
cream. 

Another great summer treat 
is a Strawberry-Banana 

smoothie. 
This is my personal favorite, 

especially on a hot summer 
day. 

STRAWBERRY-BANANA 

SMOOTHIE 
Cup full of strawberries 
Banana 
8 oz yogurt 
Cup of ice 
Blend all ingredients togeth¬ 

er until desired thickness is 
reached. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC ART CONTEST WINNERS: These East Central Community College students received top honors 
in the annual Spring Art Show. From left are Keia Eichelberger of Louisville, Best in Show; Billy Joe 
Cunningham of Union, Award of Excellence in Drawing; Corbin Hurst of Hickory, Award of Excellence in 
Design; Brandi Tollett of Louisville, Award of Excellence in Painting; and Holly Webb of Forest, Award of 
Excellence in Printmaking. Also pictured is Christopher Brady, ECCC art instructor. 

Creative Writing Hosts Coffee House 

BY SHAUN COOPER 
Staff Writer 

East Central's Creative Writing class will host their an¬ 
nual Coffee House at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 7 in Room 60 
of Newton Hall. 

Students will be presenting their written works from the 
semester, which include poetry, short stories and plays. Ev¬ 
eryone is invited to attend and support the campus writers 
as they put their talents on display. 

Admission is free and refreshments will be served. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

DONATION FOR ECCC 

BASKETBALL PROGRAM: 
East Central Community Col¬ 

lege's basketball program 
received a financial boost thanks 

to a recent contribution from 
the Decatur Lions Club. Club 

representative Bobby Addy (left) 
of Decatur is shown presenting 

a $500 check to athletic director 
Chris Harris while Warrior head 
coach Maurice Bowie and Lady 

Warrior head coach Bill Smith 
look on. The contribution is a 

result of the club's concession 
sales during home basketball 

games. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC PBL STUDENTS RECEIVE 

RECOGNITION: These members 
of Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta 
Lambda at East Central Com¬ 
munity College received special 
honors during the state Leader¬ 
ship Conference. Pictured are 
(seated, from left) Rebecca 
Rogers of Chunky, recognized 
for being a state officer and 
selected to Who's Who in PBL; 
and Laura Pearson of Louisville, 
PBL Hall of Fame; and (stand¬ 
ing, from left) Jonathan Federick 
of Hickory and Dexter McDonald 
of Jackson, both selected for 
Who's Who in PBL; and Josh 
Dickerson of Union, recognized 
as a state officer, Who's Who in 
PBL and PBL Hall of Fame. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

ECCC CHILDCARE FUNDRAISES FOR ST. JUDE HOSPITAL: The Early Childhood Education Program at 
East Central Community College held a Trike-a-thon fundraiser recently on the Decatur campus to do¬ 
nate to St. Jude Hospital. The childcare program students, class members and directors together raised 
$959.62 for the cause. St. Jude Children's Research Hospital is internationally recognized for its pio¬ 
neering work in finding cures and saving children with cancer and other catastrophic diseases. Founded 
by the late entertainer Danny Thomas and based in Memphis, Tenn., St. Jude freely shares its discov¬ 
eries with scientific and medical communities around the world. No family ever pays for treatments not 
covered by insurance, and families without insurance are never asked to pay. ECCC childcare class 
members, (left) McKinley Gregory, daughter of ECCC staff members Brent and Christi Gregory, and 
(right) Kimberly McMullan, granddaughter of ECCC staff member James Clark, pedal their way to raise 
funds during the event. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

REPRESENT ECCC AT CAPITOL DAY: Representatives from Mississippi community and junior colleges 
rallied at the State Capitol Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2009, to show appreciation to lawmakers for the support 
received and to make funding requests for the upcoming fiscal year. Representing East Central Commu¬ 
nity College at the annual Capitol Day event were (front, from left) Roberta Holt, business administration 
and accounting instructor; sophomores Ashley Dunn of Union, Emily Thrash of Sebastopol and Brooke 
Culpepper of Forest; ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; and (back row, from left) Marc McCool, social 
science instructor; Wanda Hurley, economics instructor; sophomore Jesse Ward of Louisville and fresh¬ 
man Jason Hancock of Decatur. The ECCC instructors represented the College's Faculty Association at 
the one-day event. (Photo courtesy Hinds Community College) 
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Warrior Scene 

Scenes from Spring Spree 2009 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

SPRING SPREE 2009 WINNERS: The Bohikas were the winners 
of the recent annual Spring Spree event held on the East Central 
campus. Members include (back row, from left) ZeErika Hall, Kristen 
Pillsbury, Lauren Luke, Drew Holdiness, Hailey Moody, T.J. Rob- 
bins, Ram Fowler, sponsor; (second row, from left) Sierra Farlow, 
Emily Breland, Brandy Greer, Kimberly Blackwell; (first row, from 
left) Daniel Ike, and John Michael Williamson. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

COLLEGIANS ROCK THE HOUSE: East Central Community Col¬ 
lege's rock and roll band, The Collegians, recently held their Spring 
concert. Singers Lana Adkins, Tiffany Spence and Allison Rogers 
lead the melody for the group before a packed audience in Huff 
Auditorium. 

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

CONCERT CHOIR TAKES THE STAGE: The East Central Com¬ 
munity College Concert Choir recently held their Spring Concert 
in Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium. Performing with the group is Nikki 
Sheely, Naomi Massey and Erica Ervin; (second row, from left) Lacy 
Gilmore, Anna Laurie Ezelle and Whitley Fisher. 

IAL TO THE TOM-TOM 

HARRIS SPEAKS TO BSU: East Central Community College Baptist 
Student Union hosts weekly meals for students and guests. Chris 
Harris, ECCC director of athletics and personnel services, led a 
devotion during a recent luncheon for the group. 
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