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ECCC unites as The Army of Tom
BY ASHLEY MOORE
Staff Writer

If you are attending or have ever attended
East Central for college, you will understand
how much the college is a tight-knit family.
Anyone would realize
how close the band is,
if they have ever been
a Wall ‘O Sound member. On campus there’s
a big guy every one
knows and every one
loves. Recently this
man was diagnosed
with cancer.
Tom Carson has inspired thousands of
students in his 30 years
ASHLEY MOORE
at EC. In order to thank
Staff Writer
him for his dedication
to ECCC, the band began selling “Army of Tom”
T-shirts with all proceeds going to Mr. Carson.
Lauren Lurk, sophomore of East Central, sug-

gested the idea
of selling T-shirts.
With her mother,
Beth Lurk’s drawing of Mr. Carson’s face and
her catchy “Army
of Tom” phrase
on the front, the
T-shirts’ popularity has spread not
only all around
school and the
county of Newton,
but also all over
CARSON
the surrounding
counties. It is truly
amazing how many people have come out to
support our band director!
Lauren Lurk said after the official band
meeting where Carson announced his cancer,
she wanted to do something to help not only
him, but also his family. After talking with her
grandparents who own SpecialTees Inc., she

decided making T-shirts to sell to people who
love and know Carson would be the best way
to support him. She knew the funds would
also be appreciated by Mr. Carson. “The Tshirts are not only financial support, but also
emotional support for the Carson family and
I’m happy to help such a close family friend,”
Lurk said.
The T-shirts will be on sale at SpecialTees,
Inc. on Decatur Street in Newton.
Even through facing obstacles such as beginning chemotherapy and having a feeding
tube installed, Mr. Carson has kept up his “Carson humor” that everyone loves, by making
jokes about his breathing mask and his gourmet dinners in a bag on Facebook.
Everyone loves him for his sense of humor
and admires his bravery.
Editor’s note: We all believe in you, Mr. Carson, and may the force be with you!
For those of you wanting to follow Mr. Carson’s story more closely, join his blogging
site on CaringBridge.org
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Wearing “The Army of Tom: Mission Cancer” T-shirts are
family members (from left) Beth Jenkins, Judy Beckley, Lauren Lurk and Bob Beckley whose company, Specialtees, Etc.,
in Newton designed and produced the shirts to support ECCC
Director of Bands Tom Carson in his battle with cancer.

ECCC Athletic Teams
Recognized Nationally
for Academic Excellence
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
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National Winners!

These East Central Community College students won honors at the 2011 National SkillsUSA Leadership Conference held June 22-24 in
Kansas City, MO. Ashley Dearman (left) of Enterprise and Lauren Breedlove (right) of Philadelphia placed fourth in the Promotional Bulletin Board competition, and Nancy Coats (center) of Philadelphia finished 20th in Culinary Arts. Dearman and Breedlove are cosmetology
students and Coats is enrolled in culinary arts technology. Advisers are Wanda Brackeen and Alexei Huguley, respectively.

Athletic teams at East Central
Community College have once
again been recognized for academic excellence by the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA), according to a
news release from the national
office in Colorado Springs, Colo.
Approximately 370 NJCAA
teams qualified for academic
team accolades and more 1,470
student-athletes met the requirements for individual honors, according to Mark Krug,
NJCAA Director of Media Relations and Assistant Executive
Director.
The Lady Warrior softball and
tennis squads were named NJCAA Academic Teams of the
Year for 2010-11 for achieving
the highest grade point averages in their respective categories.
Earning NJCAA All-Academic
Team honors were the College’s
baseball, golf, women’s soccer
and men’s tennis squads.
“We are very proud of our
student-athletes and coaches

for this outstanding achievement,” said ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin. “EC stands for
academic quality and to have
that demonstrated in our athletic program is confirmation of
that success.”
EC’s softball team posted a
3.69 grade point average to
claim top honors for a second
straight year. The 2011 squad,
which was also named MACJC
Women’s Academic Team of the
Year, captured the program’s
first MACJC State Tournament
title and tied for fifth in the NJCAA Division II National Softball
Championship en route to a 3715 record.
Scott Hill serves as head coach
and Kristin Chaney is his assistant.
The Lady Warrior tennis team
garnered the top spot in the academic competition with a 3.65
grade point average. The squad
was a co-recipient of the prestigious honor in 2010.
Dianne and Pat O’Neill and
Kyle Watson serve as coaches.
The Lady Warrior soccer team

See AWARD, PAGE 3

EC Announces Homecoming Honorees BSU Welcomes Students for Chicken Day
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community College has selected
recipients of various honors to be presented
during homecoming
activities scheduled
Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011,
announced by Dr. Stacey
Hollingsworth,
executive director for
foundation and alumni relations.
Dr. Nicole Flint Harrison (Class of 1992)
of Union is the College’s Alumna of the
Year, and Dr. Frank W.
Bowen (Class of 1941)
of Carthage is being
HARRISON
honored as Alumnus
of the Year.
Selected for induction into the ECCC Athletic
Hall of Fame are former football standouts Kenneth Harmon Dunagin of Decatur and James E.

“Jimmy” Fisackerly of New Orleans, both members
of the Class of 1958.
Also receiving special recognition will be the
1954 Lady Warrior Basketball Team, which finished
state runners-up; the
1970 North Division
Champion
Warrior
Football Team; and
all former Warrior golf
team members.
Reunion groups to
be honored include
the Classes of 1941,
1951, 1961, and 1971,
with special recognition scheduled for
the 1961 Class, whose
members will receive
50th Anniversary DiBOWEN
plomas from ECCC
President Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin.
Combined class meetings are scheduled for the

See HONOREES, PAGE 3

By JESSICA BARNETT
Staff writer

If it’s the second Wednesday
of the month and someone is
dressed in a chicken suit encouraging you to come eat lunch,
then it’s
chicken day
at the
Baptist
Student
Union.
T h e
f i r s t
Chicken
Day will
be held
at
12 JESSICA BARNETT
noon,
Staff Writer
Wednesday, September 14. The BSU is
located across the street from

the front of campus, and next to
the Decatur United Methodist
Church. This year, a dollar will
be charged for every meal; the
proceeds go towards the summer missions program for the
ECCC BSU members.
Dustin Cullen, the president of
BSU, said, “Well, the Chicken Man
meal is easily one of the best
meals you can have on campus.
This man can cook some of the
best chicken around.”
Not only is the meal a treat to
eat, but the event also includes
a brief worship time.
BSU member Breanna Windham of Choctaw Central, states,
“Chicken day at BSU…..is awesome! You get to hear testimonies or Mr. Scott Vaughn preach
a little. Even with the good food
you learn something that you’ll
carry with you throughout life.”

polly vaughn/staff photographer

Frank Burkes of Carthage prepares the chicken for the popular meal using his special seasoning and grilling techniques.
Not only do students attending
the event enjoy the fellowship
with one another, but they love
the chicken.
Ryan Morrison of Newton
said, “I like it because it’s very
tasty, cooked to perfection, and
it makes you wanna go back for
more because of the barbecue
sauce. It’s very good!”
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By FANCEEY SMITH
Staff Writer

1. What inspired you to be
a teacher and why art?
Art has always been my passion, since I was a child. It
wasn’t until graduate school,
when I taught an undergraduate course, that I realized teaching was my calling. For the first
time in my professional life I felt
like everything just fit.
2. Where’s your hometown?
I was raised in Jackson but
I now live in Ridgeland.
3. What’s your favorite
dessert?
Key Lime pie made with real
Key limes - not that gelatinous
acid green filling on a prepackaged crust.
4. What’s one song that
you think describes you?
“Misunderstood” - Wilco
5. What’s the last movie
you went to see? Did you
like it?
Tree of Life - I was literally
transfixed. It isn’t for everyone,
but it is easily the most visually arresting film I have seen in
years.
6. What’s one thing people
would be surprised to know
about you?
As technologically savvy as I
am, I am not; nor, do I want to
be on Facebook. If you want to
friend me... become my friend.
7. Do you prefer ankle
socks or knee socks?
No socks.
8. What’s one book or movie you recommend everyone
watch or read?
Book - A Confederacy of
Dunces by John Kennedy
Toole - Hilarious, obnoxious and painfully earnest.
   Movie - Network directed by
Sidney Lumet - The most prescient, incisive and scathingly

BRADY
funny film ever made about the
effect of mass media on our culture.
9. If you could have any
animal in the world, what
animal would you want?
A tapeworm - weight loss
would be so much easier.
10. What’s your favorite
part of
being a
teacher?
Stud e n t
achievement.
There
is absolutely no
greater
joy than
seeing
the satisfacFANCEEY SMITH
tion and
Staff Writer
pride on
the face
of a student who has created a
successful solution to a problem
with which they have struggled.
I live for it.

ANDREYKA HOLDER
AGE: 19 • NEWTON • FRESHMAN • Liberal Arts

DREW CLARK
AGE: 22 • LAKE • SOPHOMORE •Liberal Arts

1. What do you hope to accomplish here at EC?  To better
myself
2. So far what don’t you like about EC? Having to walk
around campus
3. What do you like about EC? Everybody is friendly
4. What are your favorite places to hangout her EC? The
mall or the Rec Room
5. What is your favorite color? Lime Green
—Hannah McCloud,
Staff Writer

1. What is the better system and has the better games
Xbox or Playstation?  Xbox
2. What are you hoping to get out of your EC experience?
Education
3. What is one of your dislikes about EC? They took away
the lounge.
4. What is your favorite color? Black
5. Who is your favorite Disney character? Donald Duck
—Hannah McCloud,
Staff Writer

If you or someone you know is
Talking about suicide
Writing about suicide
Thinking about suicide

Don’t keep it a secret
shatter the silence!
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department
of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information.

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants. The views and opinions contained in
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as
such.
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Shaken But Not Stirred: Remembering 9-11
By JUSTIN SNOW
Staff Writer

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011 will mark the
10 year anniversary of the Attacks on
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon by al-Qaeda terrorists. As the anniversary draws near, America is taking
the time to remember.
Homeroom.
Sitting at a
desk staring at
facts and figures on a computer screen.
Stuck in morning rush hour.
Taking notes in
a high school
classroom.
These are just
a few of the
JUSTIN SNOW
typical places
Staff Writer
students might
recall
when
they remember where they were on
Sept. 11, 2001, after hearing the news
that America was under attack. The
most infamous attack on the nation in
recorded history occured on Sept. 11,
2001, or 9-11, as it has commonly become known in the 10 years since it occurred, This is a day forever entombed
in the minds and hearts of Americans,
as well as people worldwide. That day,
along with all the lost, now lives on in
remembrance alongside events such
as the Kennedy Assassination, the
Oklahoma City Federal Building Bombing, Columbine, most recently, Hurricane Katrina and the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. Like each of these events
that has tested America’s resolve, there
are significant emotions that America recalls as plain as the day; such as,
fear, panic, vulnerability, unprotected,
hopelessness, lost and uncertain about
the future. However, it is these memories that bring to everyone’s minds
the devastation that swept across the
country in one of its darkest hours and
provided the foundation for the hope
and a glimmer of faith alongside the
rubble at Ground Zero.
Aside from the victims aboard United
Airlines Flights 175 and 93 and American Airlines Flights 77 and 11 as well as
those that worked inside the Pentagon
and the World Trade Center, Americans also remember the police officers,
firefighters and rescue workers who
rushed into the towering infernos without a moment’s hesitation, knowing
that fellow Americans were trapped inside who relied on their dedication and
sacrifice to the United States of America. To reiterate President Franklin D.
Roosevelt on the attack at Pearl Harbor
on Dec. 7, 1941, 9-11 is “a day which will
live in infamy.”
Whether directly or indirectly, the offences of this day were felt nationwide
by Americans in one defiant wave that

AWARD
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compiled a 3.54 grade point average
and placed second in the nation behind Sussex County Community College in Newton, New Jersey, which
posted a 3.58 GPA.
The women’s soccer squad received
NJCAA Academic Team of the Year honors in 2010 after posting a 3.45 grade
point average.
Kenneth Thompson serves as head

rolled across the country. From the
eastern seaboard where the people of
New York, Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania stood on the front lines to the
farthest of the Hawaiian Islands, all of
America stood boldly beside those
caught up in the sway of 9-11 from living rooms, classrooms and even prayer
rooms.
“I remember that day very distinctly.
It was very quiet and there was this
subdued feeling across campus,” said
Dr. Phil Sutphin, president of the College. “Everyone was glued to their TV.
There was a universal unreal feeling;
everyone questioned how this could
happen. I just remember campus being very quiet, in a sense.”
“Quiet in a sense” is a phrase that
seems to capture the essence of that
tragic day beset upon the American
people a decade ago. Even after 10
years, it is very difficult to look back on
the events of Sept. 11, 2001, with any
ease or resolve, even considering the
progress the United States has made as
a nation and the life and reality that has
continued to occur since the first word
came across the airwaves that America
was under attack. 9-11 has been often
been referred to as “The Day The Earth
Stood Still,” a universal feeling that
seemed to transcend state lines, school
hallways and doors and even racial and
geographical barriers.
On the EC Campus, life, though it had
slowed to a crawl, continued forward
in a somewhat normal state. Academic
order was maintained on the campus,
according to President Sutphin. As
news of the attacks and the impending effects spread across the country,
America learned of the suspension of
all flight travel, the uncertainty of the
death toll or whether it was all over or
just beginning.
“No one was exactly sure where anything was happening or what was doing,” said President Sutphin. “Everyone
had a job to do. My job was to keep
one eye on the television and one eye
on the school. I was in the position to
try to get some notion of exactly what
was happening. At that moment, every facet of American life was greatly
affected.”
As the 10-year anniversary of 9-11
draws near, the student body at ECCC
joins America in remembering. Many
of the current students were in elementary or junior high school on that
fateful day 10 years ago, yet it was such
a cataclysmic day that even they remember where or when or what.
“Everybody stopped. Nothing else
mattered at that moment,” said Clint
Reynolds, a “super” sophomore who
is studying to be an EMT Basic. “The
whole world cared about America and
what was happening here. It was as if
they all stopped and looked our way.
Now, looking back, I see that everyone,
not just Americans, but all of humanity,
coach.
The men’s tennis team finished seventh with a 3.34 grade point average.
The Warrior squad earned academic
team of the year honors in 2010.
Dianne and Pat O’Neill and Kyle Watson serve as coaches.
The Warrior golf team posted a 3.05
grade point average and the baseball
squad compiled a 3.0 GPA.
Chris Clark serves as golf coach and
Neal Holliman leads the Diamond Warrior program. His assistants are Michael
Avalon, Hunter Vick and Jesus Aleman.

cared and
felt
that
day along
with us. If
the world
cared every day like
they cared
on
September 11,
the world
would be a
much better place to
live.”
SUTPHIN
The notion of the
world standing still seems to be the
general consensus among the student population at EC in retrospect to
9-11. Everyone remembers some detail about where they were, what they
were doing or who they were with. Although they might not recall every facet of the day in perfect scrutiny, every
soul on American soil generally agrees
to one ultimate conclusion: the hands
of time had ceased to move in the United States. The dissolution that blanked
the American people was overwhelming. Life itself felt as if it had stopped
abruptly.
“I was still in junior high and I was in
class,” said Latoria Blaylock, a sophomore liberal arts major. “People were
finding out about the attacks on Channel 1 News in classrooms everywhere.
At our school they first announced it
over the intercom. It was just so shocking. Right out of the blue there were
so many people lost and families destroyed.”
In such times of disaster, people always look to their leader for guidance,
strength and hope. In the case of the
United States of America, the people
looked to President George W. Bush,
hoping for an answer. The chaos of
September 11 in relation to the President might very well be likened to a
small child who is hurt or afraid and is
looking to their father to make it better, to ease their pain and alleviate their
fears. In a recent interview with National Geographic, President Bush went on
record for the first time in 10 years concerning September 11 and the events
of that day, giving his official 9-11 Interview for the first time.
“It was a significant day in American
history; it changed my presidency. I
went from dealing with domestic issues to being a wartime president,”
said President Bush of the responsibility resting fully on his shoulders.
Even for the President, September 11
was a day of mass confusion, grasping
to find clarity in a time of madness, according to his interview. Security was
rigorously tightened around him and
his family as steps were defined to lead
the country out of the confusion surrounding the American people much
Numerous ECCC student-athletes
also qualified as NJCAA Academic AllAmericans, as previously announced.
Recognized for Superior Academic
Achievement (3.80 to 3.99 GPA) include
Anna Alexander (tennis), Summer Alexander (softball) and Kasie Buckley
(softball) and Jessica Harrison (soccer),
all of Little Rock; Tyler Brant (baseball),
Southaven; softball team members
Sarah Breland, Abbie Joiner and Lauren
Nicholas and tennis player Walt Stinson, all of Philadelphia; Chelsea Jones
(softball), Enterprise; and Monica Vin-

like the fiery billows blanketing the
New York City skyline.
Beyond the grief and the loss of the
day, there was still work to be done.
The President said his plan of action
was to directly go on the offensive: defend the nation, determine who these
perpetrators were and bring them to
justice before they could hurt us again.
Throughout the remainder of his administration, President Bush would
face harsh criticism and questioning as
a leader for his direction and America’s
relentless pursuit of justice post-9-11.
“It became apparent to me that we
were facing a new kind of enemy; this
is what war was like in the 21st Century.
I was determined to find out who did it
and go get them,” President Bush told
National Geographic concerning his
resolve on September 11. Immediately
following that day, starting on September 12, he acted within his duties as a
wartime president.
“It’s been 10 years and there has been
no reoccurrence of such an attack due
to government action. Yet we still cannot begin to fathom the experiences
over the last decade,” commented President Sutphin. “Since 9-11, the day has
become a benchmark for events such
as Hurricane Katrina. Days like 9-11
make you look back and remember
with each re-occurrence of tragedy.”
There is still a strong sense of unresolved grief and great reverence
clearly present when 9-11 is discussed
or thought of on any day of the year.
These sensations are greatly increased,
however, as we approach the first significant anniversary of 9-11, remembering the 2,973 American lives lost and
all the ones presently still unaccounted
for. The United States looks back at the
destruction, the loss, the horror and
the uncertainty that gripped America
as well as the world. It is clearly evident
how America was shaken yet was not
stirred. In a moment of vigilance, foreign enemies strove to strike America
down and engage them in a conflict
that was ultimately meant to destroy
the American people. One might
look back on all that encompassed
the American way of life on Sept. 11,
2001, and see, among other things, the
proverbial Phoenix that, after supposedly being defeated, rose triumphantly
from the ashes in the blazing glory of
victory. America stood, hand-in-hand,
heart-in-heart and watched as their assumed security and dominance in the
world as a superior nation, untouchable from any berth, was dismissed
with a single blow. Everyone felt the
heartache of the tragedy befalling their
beloved America and watched with
bitter tears as an attempt was carried
out to bring the country to its’ knees in
its own backyard, unable to grasp the
concept that it was really happening
before their very eyes without a single
soul able to alter the course of events
cent (soccer), Decatur.
Recipients of Exemplary Academic
Achievement (3.60 to 3.79 GPA) include Ashley Boulton (soccer), Newton;
Bobby Bryan (baseball), Crossett, Ark.;
Vincent Kortbawi (baseball), Moundville, Ala; Joel McKee (baseball), Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn (soccer), Decatur; Joey Walker (soccer), Hickory; and
Kathryn White (soccer), Meridian.
The National Junior College Athletic
Association (NJCAA) is the governing
body of two-year college athletics, offering endless athletic and academic

acted out on that day.
The whole nation recalls the heartwrenching familiarity of the fact that
the perpetrators responsible for this
atrocity learned to fly in domestic skies,
walked among the people, ate in their
restaurants, lodged in their hotels and
breathed American air without ever
once being detected. In reliving that
day through attending memorials
and watching archival footage on the
evening news, they are chilled even
through to their very souls; many are
moved to tears or are broken inside all
over again. A decade later, the heartache of 9-11 is still much to digest in
recalling what took place on American
soil that day.
In reflection on the progress made,
there is also a bold sense looking back
on 9-11 in much the same accord as the
America of World War II surely looked
back on Pearl Harbor. When people see
the American Flag emblazoned against
a breathless blue summer sky, they will
remember the heroes that lay down
their very life without a single word as
they rushed to the side of the fallen,
unknowingly leaving behind family,
friends and their dreams and goals; the
approximate 10,000 newborn babies
who arrived on that day as a symbol
that, out of a day so tragic, there was
still hope to stand again. The American people will recall the most colossal attempt in recorded history of her
enemies to cripple the United States,
to stir her people beyond the point of
reuniting as a nation and how those
enemies failed miserably, only shaking
this country on a day that will forever
live in the hearts of Americans.
The people will remember how, at
a time when they should have fallen
apart, unable to pick up the pieces,
though brought swiftly to their knees,
they found themselves more united
than ever, arm-in-arm, hand-in-hand,
heart-in-heart. The spirit of the American people, unshaken in their unwavering loyalty to their country, rings out
across the land reminding one and all
of the courage and the faith and the
hope mustered to rise again. On Sept.
11, 2001, an attempt was made to divide the United States of America, even
down through the very fabric of their
existence and their hope. Yet on 9-11,
color, race and creed failed to exist and
the people stood as one nation, as the
American people and, through a day of
tyranny, became united as never before. The generation that lived 9-11 will
pass down to the future generations
what they learned on this day: what it
truly means to be an American.
“9-11 will be a date on the calendar
like Pearl Harbor Day; the ones who
lived through it will never forget,” said
President George W. Bush.

opportunities to college students.
It is the second largest national intercollegiate athletic organization in
the United States with more than 500
member schools in 43 states. Each year
approximately 50,000 student-athletes
compete in one of 28 different sports
and the organization sponsors 48 national championship events and nine
bowl games each year.
For more information, visit www.njcaa.org.
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ECCC Student
Body Association Leaders:
Selected to lead
East Central
Community College’s Student
Body Association
for 2011-12 are
(from left) Nicole
Bounds, president, of Newton;
Alyse Webb,
vice president, of
Noxapater; Bailee
Viverette, secretary, of Union;
and Raychal
Reed, treasurer,
of Louisville. The
slate of officers
was chosen following elections
held last spring.
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1979, 1980 and 1981 graduates and members of the 1957, 1958
and 1959 classes.
Activities conclude with EC’s Warriors hosting the Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College Bulldogs at 2 p.m. in Bailey Stadium.
For more information, contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, 601-6356327 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 327. The e-mail address is
sholling@eccc.edu.
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Warrior Viewpoints
Ask Dr. Phil

from the editor

Campus updates, Thoughts
onByNew
School Year
RACHEL RAMIREZ

Welcome Warriors

Hello Warriors! I’m Christina Nollie, editor
of The Tom-Tom student newspaper. I’d like
to express a special welcome to the freshmen.
I hope you don’t give up too easily or
let yourself feel too overwhelmed. It only
seems like a lot to take in. Just remember, college is the last stop before you’re
completely thrown into the world on your
own. There will be moments when you
don’t think you can do it. This is completely
normal and we all experience it. Just don’t
let the doubts themselves defeat you.
CHRISTINA NOLLIE
I know many of you are wondering
Editor
where are good places to visit when looking for something fun to do. I suggest making a trip to Turkey Creek. It’s beautiful there and the water’s safe
enough to swim in. If you don’t want to leave campus, I suggest
talking a walk around the lake or visiting the Activity Center. The
Lake is to the farthest north side of the campus behind the football field. The Activity Center is located on the lower level of the
Student Union right next to the bookstore.
Attending events on campus is also an important element of the
college experience. Often, there are guest speakers, bands, and
even recruiters on campus. Some upcoming events include: Army
of Tom Night, which is also the first home football game (September 8 at 6:30pm), Soccer game versus Hinds September 14 at 2
p.m., and the ‘Magnificent This Day’ Concert in Vickers on September 19 at 1 p.m.
For the returning sophomores, welcome back! I’m glad there are
plenty of familiar faces around campus. For many of us, this is our
last year at East Central. Live life slowly and enjoy the time we have
left here.
I wish you all a successful school year!
—Christina Nollie
Editor

Opinions Editor

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, Cartoonist

By TARA MARTIN, Cartoonist

words of a warrior
By RAYCHAL REED

What EC events are you looking
most forward to and why?
Lindsay Gibbs

Morton •
Sophomore

By TARA MARTIN, Cartoonist

“I am looking
forward to the EC
players productions. The EC
players encourage students to
participate in the upcoming dinner
theatre and musical. It takes a lot
of hard work and dedication to put
on a play, but being onstage opening night is well worth it!”
Ryan Shotts
Louisville •
Freshman

“Baseball
season, definitely!”
TARA MARTIN
Cartoonist

CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist
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Madison Nowell

Louisville •
Sophomore

“I am looking
forward mostly to football
season, so I
can cheer on
the Warriors!
I am also looking forward to
Sigma Mu Tau and learning
more about medicine and
the nursing profession.”
Olivia Capetillo

Decatur • Sophomore

“I am looking
forward to football season because the games
are exciting, and
there is so much school spirit!”

Are you registered to vote? If so, did
you exercise your right and why?
Haley Chaney

Decatur • Sophomore

“Yes, I am
registered to
vote, and I did
express my
right to vote
in the primary
election. I
think it is important that
we as citizens express that
right so that we can help
elect the person we want
and who is most deserving
of the position. If we do not
exercise our right, then we
have to right to criticize the
way a person does his or
her job in office.”
Kendall Taylor

Central Academy •
Freshman

“Yes, I am
registered
to vote.
Although I
missed the
deadline to vote in the primary elections, I will positively vote in the elections
in November!”

James
Cumberland
Sebastopol •
Sophomore

“I am able to
vote, and I did
vote in the
primary election. I do plan
on voting in the November
election, and I believe it is
every citizen’s civil duty to
vote. Every American registered to vote has the right
to express it, and should do
so when ever the chance
arises.”

Hunter Stovall

Philadelphia •
Sophomore

“Yes, Yes, and
Yes! I intend
to vote because it is a
right given to
me, and a chance to use my
opinions and beliefs to better the government.”

How many times have you
changed your major?
Actually, I never had to change
until I completed my first bachelor’s degree. My AA was basically
core courses and transferred to
MSU where I received my BA in
political science. I then took a
year to get my secondary school
teaching license in social studies and a BS degree. My master’s
sutphin
degree is in community college
teaching with a political science concentration with my doctorate in
higher education administration from the University of Memphis
What is the next building project for East Central Community
The renovation of Cross Hall. Our current timeline has construction
beginning this summer.
Any updates on the science building? When will it be done?
At the last progress meeting the final date for the building to be
turned over to EC is Oct. 22. The original date for completion was
March of 2011 but a myriad of delays has pushed the completion
after Homecoming. Classes should begin in Davis Hall during spring
semester.
What is our record breaking enrollment, and what are your
thoughts on that?
Our final number of registrations for the fall semester is 3,223. This
is a significant increase over last fall and continues to reflect the poor
job market in our district. However, much of the increase is in on-line
instruction and dual enrollment in area secondary schools. EC is
basically at capacity and we must add new instructor positions and
classrooms to continue to meet the growing need.
Too many students, not enough parking spots, what do you
plan on solving this dilemma?
As I indicated in the previous question, the college needs more
instructors and classrooms. On-line is also expanding. Parking is difficult but space is available on the perimeters of the campus.
Should dorm students that park on campus get fined for not
staying parked at dorms?
That’s an interesting thought. We’ll think about it.
What are we doing to improve East Central’s wireless?
The Information Technology department is looking at a number of
options. We met recently with Mediacom to discuss the accessibility
in the residence halls. At present we do not have the ability to identify
the specific computer that downloads copyrighted material so when
abuse occurs, the modem that was used is blocked and the residents
in that area of the dorm loose wireless. Long-term we would like to
have the campus network available to logged-in students, faculty,
and staff over the entire campus.
Are you ready for football season?
Ready or not it’s here. The bigger question is the team ready. We
have one game under our belt and eight more to go. There were
many bright spots in the first game that will improve.
What did you do during the summer?
Took a cruise to Mexico with the family and worked the rest of the
time.
What are your thoughts of all the natural disasters occurring
around us?
Mother Nature is a constant. In all of our human activity and using
all of our technology, Mother Nature will still win every time.
How is that dress code working? Good, bad, fair?
Seems to be working well

words from the student prez

Students should get involved

Hello East Central Community College
students, teachers, faculty and administration! I am Nicole Bounds and as the
student body president, I would like to
take the time to welcome you or welcome you back to ECCC.
The SBA has been busy planning a
great year at EC. We hope that everyone enjoyed Welcome Back Week and
it served as a preview of what else is
to come this year. One of the next big
things on our agenda is, of course,
Homecoming Week. We plan to have
several activities going on throughout
BOUNDS
the week, including a dance, concert,
and an outdoor movie.
I certainly hope you are all as excited about this year as I am. I
want to encourage every student to get involved. There is so much
going on here at EC, and I know there is something for you. There
are many clubs and organizations on campus eager to have you
join.
I also want to encourage you to go to games and support our
Warriors. The football team has hopes for a great season, and they
would love to have your cheers at every game. Plus, you definitely
don’t want to miss the halftime show. You cannot help but to love
the Wall of Sound Marching Band, and this year the band is larger
than ever. Football games are fun and a great way to meet new
people.
I just want to remind you all that college life is what you make it.
Get involved and become a part of the great EC experience! If you
ever have any questions about EC please do not hesitate to ask
one of our friendly staff members or any SBA officer. 		
Love always,
Nicole Bounds
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from lee’s desk

Keys to Success,
Welcome to ECCC

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, Cartoonist

other views

The New Study Hall on Campus

The previous two years of my college
career are filled with many wonderful
memories of the Student Lounge. The
Lounge was always the highlight of my
day, whether we were having civil debates
or showing funny YouTube videos. It was
always a great place to just hang out, get
on the internet, and be with friends. It did
get noisy sometimes, but it did quiet down
when nessecary.
Some of the students that hung out regularly at the Lounge feels that it has been
taken away. It has been replaced as a Success Center, or study hall. The students are
thankful that they still have a place to have
a good time, but they feel the Rec Room
isn’t comparitive to the Lounge. Some of
the complaints are that it is obscenely loud,
with the televisions, card games, and pool
tables. Their aren’t as many chairs for people to pull up and sit down with the rest of
his or her group. The internet connection is
horrible to get a decent connection on.

The library used
to be the center of
study because it
is kept quiet, has
tables, chairs, and
internet access for
homework readily
available. The Library also has small
conference-like
rooms for studying in groups and
tutoring. All that is
GUNNAR GENTRY
required for these
Staff Writer
rooms are at least
two or three people. The library is a place
for studying but why should we have only
one place for study? The Lounge hasn’t
been taken away, it has been utilized as the
Success Center because of the centralized
location. It is right beside the grill, where
a lot of students go on a daily basis. Also,
the testing center is in the same area as the

Success Center.
Vice President for Student Services
Randall Lee said he believes that this is a
wonderful change as it is now a place for
students to study and have a quiet area to
use their laptops as it is wireless. There is
also a computer lab for students to use. In
the past, it was largely unsupervised and
too noisy for studying. There are now some
couches into the Activity Center on the first
floor for those who wish to have a loud,
good time.
Although most of the students disagree
with this, they are questioning where they
should hang out. Some commuter students
want to know where will be a good place
to go between classes, that isn’t loud and
studying isn’t a requirement. I think the
Success Center is a great idea, but the students still need a good place to hang out.
—Gunnar Gentry
Staff Writer

other views

Welcome to East Central Community College. We wish you
the very best as you strive to
reach your goals, which should
include graduation at the top of
your list!
With a record enrollment of
more than 3,200 students, there
is much to do to distract you;
so remember, you are here for
an education. The number one
reason for failure in college is
absences, so do not miss a class.
To succeed at ECCC don’t be
absent for class, and study as
you go (do not cram the night
Lee
before a test as it won’t work in
college)!
Student Services personnel are here to assist you. Our mission
is to assist you in attaining your goals. You are the reason we are
here so let us know how we can help you. We cannot read minds
so talk to us so that we can steer you in the right direction. We
maintain office hours Monday through Thursday until 6 p.m.
Other offices in the Smith Student Union to utilize are the Activity Center - available from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. Monday – Thursday
and until 2:30 p.m. on Fridays. It has areas to relax and play games
and a fitness center; the new Student Success Center available 8
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. daily for a quiet study area and computer lab;
and the Student Grill open for supper until 7 p.m. each night.
This is going to be an exciting semester! There is so much happening! Take advantage of the various activities and join a club
or two as we have more than 40 different student organizations.
If you have suggestions about improving campus life see the
Director of Housing & Student Activities, Ms. Marcie Pinson (e-mail
mpinson@eccc.edu/635-6213).
Speaking of activities and things you do not want to miss . . .
Homecoming 2011 will be here before you know it. On Saturday,
October 8, ECCC has a day of activities celebrating our traditional
“homecoming” of alumni from 60 years back. We encourage you
to stay on campus Friday night and attend Homecoming 2011. I
challenge student organizations to run as a group in the annual 5K
run/walk that morning at 7:30 a.m.
If you have any questions or concerns please let me know. You
can reach me at 635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu. The student
services’ offices are located in the Eddie M. Smith Student Union.
Sincerely,

A Social Society of Social Media

The ongoing debate over the
harmful effects of social media
is one that will always remain
controversial. The users of this
media can understand the benefits of being a part of the social
media trend. I love that the
pictures I take with my friends
will be somewhat archived on
my Facebook profile, and I love
that I can go on Drake’s Twitter
page and see what genius he
has posted. There are so many
great aspects to social media:
reconnecting, sharing, and
expression.
Although there are many
good attributes, social media
has harbored many negative

other views

aspects
as well.
Social
media
has
been a
safety
blanket
of sorts
to users.
While
online,
users
OUIDA MERUVIA
see
Staff Writer
themselves as louder and more
opinionated then they actually
are. Cyberbullying is a whole
new ballgame brought on by

the mask of anonymity.
This generation and culture
revolves around social media.
When teens see a cute girl or
boy and are too nervous to approach them, they usually add
them as a friend instead. Social
media encourages less face-toface interaction and discourages productive activities.
Oversharing is also wildly
popular. What people post
online will never go away,
whether deleted or not. Also,
it should be kept in mind that
people don’t have to be who
they say they are. A false sense
of security is assumed when on
a social media site, but that is

far from the truth. In fact, most
viruses found on computers are
from hackers that prey on users
of the sites.
Not only hackers, but also real
criminals have been finding
their victims through social
media. With no doubt has social
media changed lives and culture, but with new technology
comes new responsibility. Users
must maintain some sense of
privacy and be cautious with
what they post do online to enjoy the benefits of social media.
— Ouida Meruvia
Staff Writer

A Look at Dorm life vs. Commuting
I have to admit, living in the dorm is awesome. You have your friends with you, no
real rules except the obvious dorm policies,
and you have plenty of time. Oh yeah and
I forgot, gas is only $3.50 so you save some
money on that too.
I have only been in the dorm for two
weeks now and I’m having a blast. Of
course you’re going to miss home a little,
but that’s what the weekends are for, right?
The only thing I’m having trouble with right
now is adjusting to the hectic hours, such
as, the staying up until one and waking up
at six or seven.
Commuting had its advantages my first

year, mainly the fact
that I wasn’t paying
for a dorm. I’d get
to see my family at
night. Plus when I
got home, I would
do my homework
like all good students
should, instead of
playing Halo Reach
with the guys. I
also wasn’t a short
walk away from my
classes, which meant
waking up earlier

TYLER YATES
Staff Writer

and no one likes, waking up early.
Independence is one of the many things
staying in the dorm teaches you. Unlike
me, most people are far away from home,
and a call to mommy just won’t do anymore. Yes, you’ll actually have to fend for
yourself in some situations!
So if I had to choose between dorm life
and commuting, I’d pick the dorm. It just
makes the college experience that much
greater.
—Tyler Yates
Staff Writer

Vice President for Student Services

HOUSING OFFICE NOTES

EC Housing reaches
All-time High

ECCC housing is at an all time
high. All eight residence halls
and one honor apartment are
full to the max this semester
with current freshmen and
sophomore residents. We have
numerous rooms that have
three students to a room.
I want to go ahead and
encourage any student that is
planning on attending ECCC
in Fall of 2012 and live in the
residence halls to go ahead and
apply for housing. Applying for
housing is separate than applying for ECCC college admissions.
Housing applications are availPINSON
able online and in various offices
located on ECCC campus. Residence halls welcome several new
and returning faces this year.
Each residence hall has a dorm supervisor living in their assigned dorms accessible for the students reach in case of emergency. Each residence hall also has a Resident Advisor (RA),
student advisor, living in their assigned dorm and are available to
the students for assistance in minor situations.
I am excited about the students we have living in our Residence
Halls this year and look forward to a successful school year.
—Marcie Pinson
Housing Director

We Want Your News!

E-mail information about your club/organization to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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tech time

New Technology offers New, Updated Features
BY ADDREONNA SEGER
Staff Writer

From speakers to tablets, to holding
electricity in the palm of your hand,
technology has made leaps and bounds
in the right direction with three amazing new products. I have selected the three
best products
that I think
can accurately
represent the
amazing
way
that technology
has progressed
in 2011. The
first are a set of
speakers called
Audyssey Lower East Side
Media Speak- ADDREONNA SEGER
Staff Writer
ers. I’ve chosen
this particularly because music is such an important
medium to everyone. Then there is the
Samsung Galaxy tab 10.1.
I chose to write about this product
because in today’s society everyone
is on the move and being able to take
their computers with them is important.
Finally, there is the nPower peg
which allows a person to charge their
hand held devices by using simple
kinetic energy. I chose this product
because of its incredible ability to recharge hand held devices by a person
simply moving around.

Audyssey Lower East Side
Media Speakers

These speakers are inspired by the

theater take

looks and sounds of the lower east side
of New York. They are compatible with
desktop computers as well as laptops,
netbooks, most apple products including: iPhone, iPad, Apple televisions
and mp3 players of various types, and
have both digital optical (visual) and
audio inputs. Basically, these speakers
can do it all. They are distortion-free,
powerful and precise with perfect clarity. The premise behind these speakers
is that everything is going digital, so
why not speakers as well? Most small
speakers don’t produce bass at all, and
if they do it’s distorted and all you can
hear is bass. The great thing about
these speakers is that you can turn the
bass up all the way while still being
able to hear all the lyrics to all your
favorite songs, or all the words to your
favorite television shows and movies
without the score in the background to
drown out the actor’s voices. At $249,
this is a smart buy for any music lover
who does not want to spend triple or
quadruple this price on a full speaker
system; and why would anyone? These
little marvels do everything those bigger speaker systems can do for less
than half the cost.

Samsung Galaxy Tab 10.1
(Verizon 4G LTE)

With the release of so many tablets
this year including the Motorola Xoom,
iPad 2, HP, Acer and a couple others,

the Samsung
Galaxy tablet
is the leader,
in my honest
opinion. It is
the best tablet
on the market
right now. It’s super thin and portable,
has instant access to multiple apps all
at once with Android 3.1 honeycomb,
and the display is impressive as well
at 1280 x 800 resolution, which allows
you to experience sharp video quality.
In fact, Samsung claims (and I believe)
“the screen is so lifelike; you’ll want to
touch it.” Clearly, what else would you
do? It’s a touch screen tablet. It has
amazing color, radiance, and clarity so
it will pretty much capture every tiny
detail of real life. The letters within
text are razor sharp and crisp as well,
making reading things so much easier.
The screen itself is incredibly responsive to touch, so you’ll never have to
touch something more than once to
make it work. It contains both Bluetooth and Wi-Fi as well as a rear facing 3.0 megapixel camera with 16 or 32
GB of internal memory, depending on
your personal preferences and needs.
It allows you to surf the web just as
you would on a personal computer
and contains the world’s first mobile
NVIDIA Tegra 2 dual core 1GHz processor, which allows for smooth and effortlessly running all of your needed/
wanted functions smoothly. It also
includes an entire gig of RAM, which
as most of you know, or do not know—
makes it process data faster. I prefer
electronics that work quickly, therefore this feature is key. Who has time
to do one thing at a time, slowly anymore? No one. Today’s society is one
where everything and especially in-

formation is needed extremely quickly
and in a multi-tasking function. It can
be used for work, school, or just for
fun. At a mere $529.99, this tablet will
do everything you expect it to and then
far surpass all expectations and unlike
the iPad, it will support flash, which
means it offers so much more that the
device can do for less money than an
iPad or the new iPad 2. It’s a smart,
long-lasting investment someone looking for a tablet should consider.

a steal. Not to mention, it is an innovative idea for the future. Imagine all
energy being kinetic, solar, and wind
powered. Gas prices would decrease,
light bills become cheaper, the environment becomes a little cleaner. Everyone wins with a nPower PEG.
Unfortunately, as always happens
in life, people who create technology
come up with idiotic and truly disappointing products.

nPower PEG

First and foremost, there is no need
for 3D anything, not to mention all the
warnings that come along with them.
Samsung even issued a warning with
their 3D televisions stating: “If you
experience the following symptoms,
immediately stop watching 3D pictures and consult a medical specialist:
altered vision; lightheadedness; dizziness; involuntary movements such
as eye or muscle twitching; confusion;
nausea; loss of awareness; convulsions;
cramps; and/or disorientation. Parents
should monitor and ask their children
about the above symptoms as children
and teenagers are more likely to experience these symptoms than adults.”
Among the at-risk groups Samsung
highlights pregnant women, young
children, teens, the elderly, and people prone to seizures or stroke, people
prone to dizziness or motion sickness,
people with eye problems, people who
are out of shape and people who have
been drinking. In my opinon, if you
want to be in a movie, go to Hollywood.
3-D televisions may be entertaining
(which I disagree with completely and
wholly because I think they are disgusting) but all the health hazards
and warnings are not worth it.

Have you ever been away from electrical outlets when suddenly your
mp3 player or other handheld device
died suddenly without warning or
most likely because it wasn’t charged
before you left your home? With this
new technology,
this will never
happen again,
because
with
this technology
you can charge
all your handheld devices just
by
exercising.
There has never
been anything more incredible than
this piece of technology. Basically, you
move it charges, and you have electricity in the palm of your hand. Don’t
worry, it’s not magic and you won’t be
getting a letter of acceptance to Hogwarts anytime soon. It works from kinetic energy so as long as you have it
on you while you’re moving, it’s working and will charge over 3,000 handheld devices. While it will generate energy from movements you make, you
can also be lazy and plug in the USB
cord it comes with and charge it in this
way. At a mere $150, this product is

3-D Television

The Help Breaks Box Office Records, Cars, Fright Night get Rave Reviews
Cars 2

If you like funny and cute cartoons,
then Cars 2 is the movie for you.
Its main character Mater, who is
a tow truck that lives in Radiator
Springs, has to go undercover. He really
does not know
what he is doing because he
has never done
something so
out of the ordinary. He tackles his mission
like only Mater
can, but was he
successful?
Bet
you’re
just dying to
know what the
mission is and
FANCEEY SMITH
if he accomStaff Writer
plished it. Well

here is the secret.... watch it and you’ll
find out what happens in this hilarious
movie.
This movie was two thumbs up for
me.
—Fanceey Smith
Staff Writer

The Help

On August 10, The Help was released. Filmed in the state capital,
Jackson, this is one of the best close to
home movies since My Dog, Skip.
Full of rich southern heritage, it
gives us a true portrayal of what life
in Mississippi was like before African
Americans and Caucasians were considered equal by law.
This movie stars the well-known
and talented Emma Stone as the main
character, Skeeter. She is a journalist who returns to her small southern
hometown upon graduating from the

tuning in

University of
Mississippi
only to find
trouble.
She
sees
things
wrong in her
town that she
never saw before, such as
the treatment
of “the help.”
She sets out
into unknown
territory
to
make
things
ASHLEY MOORE
right in her
Staff Writer
town for the African American
workers who she has grown up with.
She makes more than a small commotion for her hometown by recording stories of the help and publishing
them in a book.

This timeless story based on the top
selling book, The Help, takes today’s
young generation back to the reality of
life in the late 60s and the severity of
the treatment of “colored folks.”
I give this movie a high rating and
encourage everyone to watch this movie as it is a historically and harshly
accurate depiction of life for Mississippians 50 years ago. This movie became
the number one movie in America
overnight for a reason. I think we all
would be astounded at what this movie
has to offer.
—Ashley Moore
Staff Writer

Fright Night Preview

Charlie Brewster a senior in high
school is running with the popular
crowd, dating the hottest girl in school
and making funny of his old best
friend Ed “Evil.” Ed starts to make ac-

from the shelf

New & Old Tunes Worth a Repeat
You Had Me at Hello

“You Had Me at Hello” is a song by the
band “A Day to Remember,”
which
is incidentally my
favorite band. It’s
from their first album, so it’s an older
song.
I came across it
while looking up
some of their songs
on YouTube. It’s the
perfect love song for
all the couples out
there. But when you
hear the first verse
don’t freak out, it
TYLER YATES
doesn’t mean you
Staff Writer

GAMERS GATHERINGS

want her to die; it means if she dies the sun
wouldn’t rise and that’s how special she is!
It’s not like any of their other songs, entirely acoustic and they don’t typically sing
love songs. If they do sing love songs, they
do it right as they’ve shown with this song.
If you want to get brownie points with the
girl you’ve had that crush on forever, this is
a song that can do it for you, at least in my
opinion.

Re-Education Through Labor

“Re-Education Through Labor” is a song
by the rock band “Rise Against.” This band
is really political; they make songs talking
about everything from the war in Iraq, to
the destruction of the rain forests.
This particular song is about the day-today labor that most Americans go through
just to make ends meet. Hence the title

“Re-Education Through Labor.”
It really is a good song, especially if you
are a fan of rock. To those of you who don’t
like rock that much, please at least give it
a try.

Everlong

cusations towered Charlie’s
mysterious
new neighbor,
Jerry, because
students have
started to disappear
since
he moved in.
Jerry
seems
like a nice guy
but there is
just something
about him.
Everyone
PAIGE MANN
should go see
Staff Writer
this movie not
only is it intense but also hilarious.
Also, it’s a must that you see it in 3D.
It’s the best 3D I have ever seen. Fright
Night is no Twilight it’s “Vamped Up.”
—Paige Mann
Staff Writer

“Everlong” is an old song; it’s from the 90s
and is by the band “Foo Fighters.” They are
a great band and have some great songs.
This song is no exception.
“If everything would ever feel this way
forever?,” is a part of the chorus. Like the
chorus says, it asks if things can last forever.
It is a truly great song and will make you
hit the repeat button at least once, even if
you’re not a fan of their style of music.
—Tyler Yates
Staff Writer

‘The Lovely Bones’
Offers Great Mystery
If you like books about murder and mystery then The Lovely Bones is the book for you. It
is extremely addictive; I surely
couldn’t put it down.
It is about a girl who is violently pared and murdered by
her seemingly harmless neighbor. The majority of the book
is her view as she watches her
murderer and her family go
about their lives without her.
She watches her sister develop
and fall in love, and her parents

Classics, New Releases offer Gaming Fun
Gears of war 3!

SHELLY
KNOCHENMUSS
Staff Writer

I’m pretty sure I’m not the only
one looking forward to this game
coming out! Developed by Epic
Games exclusively for Xbox 360,
“Gears of War 3” plunges players
into a harrowing tale of hope, survival and brotherhood. In “Gears
of War 3,” players fight on as Marcus Fenix, the grizzled war hero
and leader of Delta Squad. Eighteen months after the fall of the
last human city, the war against
the Locust rages on. Meanwhile,
deep beneath the surface, a fearsome new threat is infecting the

planet from within. With survivors
scattered and civilization in ruins,
time is running out for Marcus and
his comrades as they fight to save
the human race. It will released
September 20.

Mortal Kombat
Armageddon

With a return to the mature presentation and classic 2D fighting
plane, Mortal Kombat is the most
accessible and competitive Mortal
Kombat game coming to the PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360. Mortal
Kombat further extends the brutal
experience with a visually striking

story mode that will rewrite the
ancient history of the Mortal Kombat Tournament. After centuries
of Mortal Kombat, Emperor Shao
Kahn has finally defeated Raiden
and his allies. Faced with extinction, Raiden has one last chance.
To undo the Emperor’s victory,
he must strike Shao Kahn where
he is vulnerable...The Past. If you
like fantasy fighting games this is
a game for you.

Frogger

Brought to you by Konami. Help
Frogger cross the busy obstacles
guiding him home. Jump past the

cars on the road and hitch a ride
on logs and turtles while crossing
the river. Beware perils await this
careless frog and not all turtles are
helpful. Eat the flies in the safe
zone to add a bonus to your score.
Guide 5 frogs to safety and move to
the next level. This is a great classic arcade game. Frogger is a game
loved by the young, and the old. It
is a great pass time. There have
been plenty of recreations of Frogger, but from my point of view the
classic frogger tops them all.
—Shelly Knochenmuss
Staff Writer

fall apart.
Although, the person she
watches the most is the man
who killed her. Her anger and
hatred ends up making someone do some crazy things, but
who is the question. That you’ll
have to read to find out about
though.
I give this book four out of five
stars.
—Fanceey Smith
Staff Writer

EC ADVICE
Dealing with a
Friend’s Betrayal

Problem: “How do I forgive a friend who has betrayed me? My best friend
told a secret that I had told
her believing she would not
tell anyone.
Solution: Any “true friend”
should be easy to forgive for
anything; simply sit down with
them and talk it out. Almost
anything can be solved if you
work on it. Don’t lose a friend
or a great friendship over something that can be solved.
  —Fanceey Smith
Staff Writer
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Web sites College Students Should Know About
BY DANA MCKEE
Staff Writer

Getting settled in at college
is a new and fun experience,
but now the reality is setting in
as students receive multiple assignments. If you are like most
freshmen with the thought,
“I am so not in high school
anymore,” crossing your mind at
some point, it is frustrating. It is
hard enough to complete college-level assignments without
having them to pile up. Fortunately, there are Web sites out
there that can help students
reduce the amount of time they
spend on assignments without
detracting from the quality of
the finished assignment. These
Web sites help in a variety of
different areas and will prove
useful to students throughout
their college careers.

www.shmoop.com

Despite its funny-sounding
name, Shmoop is a helpful Web
site for pretty much anything
a college student needs. It is
run by “Stanford, Harvard, &
Berkeley Ph.D. students who

want you to kick the PSAT’s butt
and take names”. It includes: a
vast amount of information on
many standard college subjects
such as: biology, U.S. history,
pre-algebra, civics, and economics. Now, they even offer
a mythology section. Need to
get started on that novel essay
for English comp. I? Shmoop
offers a literature section where
you look up the book you are
reading and once you find it,
click the section marked “essay”
and it will take you through
a whole tutorial that explains
how one can organize his or her
thoughts for a paper and even
gives helpful hints about how
one should write it. Shmoop
does not by any means do
the work for you. Each user is
responsible for doing his or her
work, but the site offers many
tips and explanations that
are extremely helpful. In each
subject, the user has the option
to take quizzes and practice
for the big test. These quizzes
are even entertaining and fun
because of the animation when
you answer a question. In addi-

tion to
information regarding
school
subjects,
Shmoop
has
several
articles
about
college
in genDANA MCKEE
eral; inStaff Writer
cluding,
how to get money for school
through financial aid. Dripping
with sarcasm and chock-full of
hilarious explanations, Shmoop
is a great website to not only
help you with your subjects and
understand more about financial aid, but also to have a good
laugh while you learn.

www.easybib.com

When writing a research
paper, one will probably find
that the hardest part is not
writing the paper itself, but
making sure one has properly
cited everything. “EasyBib is

an automatic bibliography
composer. When one has
sources he or she needs to cite
properly for his or her research
paper, EasyBib will help him or
her format his or her sources
quickly and accurately.” Bibliographies, or Works Cited pages,
are hard to master. That is why
copying your URL and pasting
it into EasyBib is so much faster
and less aggravating. While
it is a simple process, it is not
always without error. One must
make sure that his or her have
entered in all the information
in order for it to be completely
correct. Even then, it is best to
allot time to go back and check
the Works Cited page with your
guidelines in front of you just to
be absolutely sure. One should
never let EasyBib do all the
work, but it is a simple application that will let a person spend
more time worrying about the
content and grammar of his or
her paper rather than the Works
Cited page.

www.wridea.com

Wridea is a web service first

to avoid ideas being forgotten,
then to organize and improve
those ideas by giving people
the opportunity to share their
ideas with friends and the
necessary tools to improve his
or her ideas by ones self. It is
a completely free service and
only requires you to sign up.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

PurdueOwl is mainly useful
for its writing tips and MLA formatting information. If you’re
not sure about using EasyBib,
go to PurdueOwl and read the
guidelines for yourself. They are
easy to understand and have
just about any kind of citation
you would ever need. Its other
resources include: Ggrammar
and Mmechanics, Sstyle guides,
ESL (English as a second language), job search and professional writing.

http://apps/collegeboard.ord/cbsearch_
ss/welcome.jsp

Collegeboard helps students
plan their academic path to
successful jobs. It has infor-

mation on scholarships and
different ways to pay for school.
Need to find the university to
continue your education? College board has information that
will help you determine the
best university for you as well
as tips on writing good essays
for your application.
Also, if your book has a companion Web site, you should
definitely check it out. Most of
the psychology and science
books will have a Web site that
you can go on to practice before you take a test. Sometimes
the latest edition textbooks will
have their own CD, but most
of the time there will be some
type of code included with your
book and a Web site written
near the front or back cover.
Log on to the Web site and it
should tell you how to use the
code to start practicing. Even
though many teachers do not
require you to use the online
companion save the English
and math teachers, it is a very
helpful tool that more students
should utilize.

The Success Center: A Major Learning Resource For Students
BY DANA MCKEE
Staff Writer
The Success Center is a free program at East Central that offers students a place to come and get assistance with any college subject in
which they are struggling. It is located
in the Student Union building right
across from Student Services is open
from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. on MondayThursday and from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. on
Friday.
Students needing assistance with
logging onto blackboard, complab, or
mathlab or purchasing an access code
for either of the online labs can come
to the Success Center where they will
be helped by either Mrs. Mary Boulton
or one of the student tutors.
Currently, there are five student
tutors: Haliegh Graham, Dana McKee,
Jacy Peoples, Erin Thornton and
Elisabeth May. Most of these tutors
specialize in either math or English but

have knowledge in other subjects as
well. In order to get assistance from a
tutor, students need to go by the Success Center or call and talk to Boulton
to make an appointment that works
for both the student and the tutor. The
phone number is 601-635-2111 ext.
346.
There is no fee required to use this
service. The only requirement is to be
enrolled at EC and really have the desire to get help on a subject. That is
not what the Success Center is about.
It is about giving people the help they
need in order to successfully achieve
their full potential as a student.
By signing up for the Success Center, students can gain vital study skills;
including: time management, learning
styles, test taking, test preparation and
reading strategies.
Stephanie Coleman signed up for
tutoring last year and says, “The Success Center is very helpful to me, and

it is a great
place to be
tutored by
dedicated
students
who really
care about
helping
others. I’ll
never regret going
to the Success Center
because it
helped me
BOULTON
improve
my math skills greatly.”
Unfortunately, the new location
of the Success Center has caused
the lounge to no longer be available to students as a social gathering
place. Due to students taking tests
and getting help in the Success Center,
the lounge cannot be a loud environ-

ment. Also, the lounge provides an
area for people needing assistance to
utilize their personal laptops for more
effective learning and for when the
Success Center’s computers are all
occupied, as well as an area to work on
homework from textbooks.
Boulton is “very pleased that East
Central has a new easily accessible
Success Center that is going to help
more students to achieve academic
success.”
In additon to helping students
in different subject areas, the Success Center can help with a variety
of things such as course scheduling advice. The Success Center uses
several resources to give supplemental
instructions including PLATO, which is
a computer-based tutoring program
that helps students in several subjects
including reading, math, science, and
history. This is a free program that the
Success Center offers and is available

to any student at East Central.
Anyone interested in being a workstudy tutor should go through financial aid to apply for work study and
then mark the Success Center on his
or her application. If one is not eligible
for work study, but still interested in
becoming a tutor, please come by and
see Boulton. Tutoring looks excellent
on any college or job application.
Any faculty member who needs to
utilize the Success Center’s computer
lab may do so by simply contacting
Boulton to set up a time. Students
may print school-related documents at
the Success Center. It is the same cost
as the library (10 cents per page, 25
cents per color page).
The Success Center has resources
for every academic course, not only
math and English. It offers help to
each and every student here at East
Central and is an opportunity that
should not be passed up.
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September 1
at Northeast
7 p.m.

September 8
Northwest
6:30 p.m.

September 15
at Itawamba
7 p.m.

September 22
Pearl River
6:30 p.m.

September 29
at Hinds
7 p.m.

October 8
MS Gulf Coast
2 p.m - HC

October 15
at Jones
3 p.m.

October 20
Co-Lin
6:30 p.m.

October 27
at Southwest
6:30 p.m.
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ECCC Nursing Instructors Honored: East Central Community College honored the above

nursing program instructors in recognition of National Nurses’ Week held May 6-12. Pictured are (seated
from left) Christy Savell, Lisa Gorgas, Sherri Cantey, Evadna Lyons, Lori Luke and Martie Vaughn,
all Associate Degree Nursing instructors; and (standing from left) Theresa Cole, Alicia Lundstrom and
Melanie Pinter, all Practical Nursing instructors; ADN instructors Denita Thomas and Tina McDyess; and
Dr. Betsy Mann, dean of healthcare education.

Wascoe, Bobo to Perform a Program
of Original Vocal Music, Sept. 19
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
On Monday, September 19,
at 1 p.m. Dr. Rebecca Wascoe,
Aaron Mann, and Len Bobo will
perform a concert of original
vocal music composer by Len
Bobo. The name of the program is Magnificent This Day
after one of the late Winifred
Farrar’s poems. Farrar was
Poet Laureate of Mississippi
and former English teacher at
Meridian High School. Bobo
set two of her poems to music
and both will be performed in
this concert.
The program will be in the
Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium
and admission is free.
This past year Dr. Wascoe, Mr.
Bobo, and Greg Wascoe performed these works six times
around Mississippi for colleges
and the Jackson American
Guild of Organists. A Chriss
Grant was awarded to the two
performers in 2010 and they
made a CD and performed the
recitals as part of the grant
requirement.
Rebecca Wascoe is Coordinator of Vocal Studies at Mississippi State University. She

has won many awards with
her singing and performed in
numerous operatic roles. She
holds the Doctorate in Vocal
Performance from the University of Illinois. She is a native of
Texas and holds the Bachelor of
Music Theatre from the University of Texas and the Masters
Degree in Vocal Performance
from North Texas State University. In June she was the guest
soloist for Len Bobo’s Requiem.
Aaron Mann is currently
working toward the Bachelor of
Music Degree in Vocal Performance at the Mississippi State
University. Mr. Mann is a 2008
graduate of East Central Community College. He is presently
a student of Dr. Wascoe.
Len Bobo, composer and
accompanist, is a native of
Vicksburg, Mississippi. Mr.
Bobo earned the Associate of
Arts Degree from Hinds Junior
College, the Bachelor of Music
Degree in Organ from Mississippi College, and his Masters
of Music Degree in Organ
Performance and Theory/
Composition from the University of Tennessee. Mr. Bobo is
an Instructor of Music at East

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Public Information Staff Honored: Various honors were presented to the East Central Commu-

nity College Public Information staff at the 2011 College Public Relations Association of Mississippi Conference held May 23-24 at the Eola Hotel in Natchez. Awards included ﬁrst-place for the EC Express,
a campus newsletter published three times annually and sent to juniors and seniors in the College’s
ﬁve-county district, and third-place for The Warrior alumni magazine, which is also published and distributed three times annually. From left are Karen Robertson, administrative assistant to the vice president
for public information; Gennie Phillips, publications coordinator; Bubby Johnston, vice president for
public information; and Maria McLeod, assistant to the vice president for public information. Robertson
also won individual honors in graphic design. Her “Fear the Spear Football Card” captured a ﬁrst-place
award; the “Softball Poster Schedule” placed third; and her “Football Poster Schedule” received honorable mention. Phillips and her publications staff also received numerous honors at the O.C. McDavid
Journalism Conference held earlier in the spring semester. McLeod is responsible for the layout and
most of the content for the award-winning EC Express and Warrior publications. She also serves as secretary on the CPRAM Board. Johnston also received a third-place award for his news story, “Be All That
You Can Be.” The CPRAM membership includes public relations staff members representing the state’s
community and junior colleges, four-year colleges and universities. Competition is held in the respective
two-year and four-year college categories.

We Want Your News!
BOBO

Central Community College
and Sanctuary Choir Director at Central and Sanctuary
Choir Director at Central United
Methodist Church in Meridian.
He has five published compositions and this past June his
Requiem was premiered by the
Meridian Symphony Chorus,
the Central and Poplar Springs
Sanctuary Choirs, and members
of the Mississippi Symphony.
Again, the recital is free open
to the public. The East Central
Community is cordially invited
to attend.

E-mail information about your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu with identiﬁcation
and any happenings.

Davis Joins EC Math Faculty
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Chris Davis of Louisville
was recently selected mathematics instructor at East
Central Community College,
announced ECCC President
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.
Davis, who began his new
duties on Aug. 15, 2011,
previously served as mathematics instructor at Nanih
Waiya Attendance Center, a
position he held for the past
five years.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Instructors of the
Year: These East Central

Community College faculty
members were honored at the
College’s annual end-of-theyear luncheon held May 12,
2011. From left are psychology
instructor Susan Fox-Smith,
who was chosen Academic
Instructor of the Year; and electrical technology instructor John
Everett, chosen Career-Technical Instructor of the Year. Smith
joined the ECCC faculty in 2004
and Everett began his employment at the College in 1999.
The awards were presented
by Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, vice
president for instruction.

A 2001 graduate of Winston Academy, Davis received a bachelor’s degree
in math education at Mississippi State University in
2006 and earned a master’s
degree in school counseling
from the University of West
Alabama in Livingston in
2009. He has also completed
18 graduate hours in mathematics.
Davis is married to the former Ashley Thomas, a nurse
practitioner in Louisville.

DAVIS

They are expecting their first
child in the spring.

FIND
YOUR
FUTURE

@

Scan the QR code with your smart phone to register for Preview Day!

Transferring to Mississippi College could be one of the best decisions
you ever make. With over 80 areas of study, a solid Christian foundation,
and numerous opportunities for campus involvement, you will find a university that you can
really plug into. Plus, we are one of the most affordable private universities in the region.

Find out Firsthand what MC has to oFFer you.

VISIT US!

Box 4026
Clinton, Mississippi 39058
601.925.3800 | 800.738.1236
admissions@mc.edu

Attend one of our Fall Preview days
September 17 or November 5

www.mc.edu/previewday11

mc_admissions
mississippicollege

www.mc.edu
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ECPD adds New Cruisers to Fleet
By JUSTIN SNOW
Staff Writer

The East Central Community College Campus Police Department
recently purchased two new cruisers
for the 2011-2012 school year.
With the start of a new school year
comes new developments on campus;
such as, new teachers, students , classes and organizations. This
year the ECPD
saw recent
development
with the purchase of two
new cruisers
to aid officers
on campus law
enforcement. A
fully-independent, campusJUSTIN SNOW
based police
Staff Writer
department,
the ECPD employs a Chief, six total
officers, two of which are full time, and
four security guards.
“The police department on campus
here at ECCC is a state entity,” said
James Miller, dean of students. “We
are an independent department and
are located here on campus. Our
department headquarters are located
near the tennis courts. We have the
same jurisdiction as the Decatur Police
Department, but we act as an independent department.”
Aside from patrolling the campus,
ECPD provides a number of lucrative
services on the campus. All officers
are encouraged to get to know the
students and faculty by visiting the
various offices and halls during the
day. Other services include enforcing
the dress code and patrolling known
campus hotspots, such as, in front of
the library. According to Dean Miller,
all officers are encouraged to get out

of the car
often and
take an
active part
in campus
life.
“Our
officers do
more than
just patrol
and ride
around in
their cars,”
said Dean
Miller.
MILLER
“They are
present on campus in case students
have any problems with their vehicles.”
In addition to basic patrol services,
officers are also on hand to assist students and faculty in the case of emergencies or traffic-related problems,
namely what Dean Miller prefers to
call “customer service. “ Such tasks not
usually performed by municipal police
departments include unlocking services and boosting services in the case
that a student or faculty member locks
their keys in their car or finds their car
battery dead. Campus officers can
also be seen throughout the day walking the halls, performing basic safety
checks and circulating across campus
on night patrol.
Campus security was the predominant law enforcement agency on campus until July 2009, when ECPD was
established. When ECPD was officially
established, the department only
had two cruisers to secure the entire
campus.
“A concerned citizen and anonymous source provided us with information concerning the availability of
the two cruisers that we eventually
purchased from a surplus automobile
auction in Jackson,” said Chief Mitch
McCleon. “We already had two cruisers in service between our department

EXTRAORDINARY STAFF

and campus security, but you can only
patrol so much of the campus with
two cruisers, even on a campus the
size of ECCC.”
The cruisers previously in use by
ECPD were donated by the Choctaw
Police Department from precincts
on the reservation and had been in
service for several years. They were in
constant need of maintenance and
repair in order to continue policing the
campus.
“This purchase was the first time
we have ever used the department’s
vehicle budget,” said Dean Miller.
While Campus PD is the sole department policing the campus, all of ECCC
falls under the jurisdiction of the Decatur Police Department and the Newton
County Sherriff’s Department as well.
Warrior Drive is the only private roadway on campus while all others are
public. ECPD has full jurisdiction, but
they cannot enforce laws off-campus
unless they are called for assistance.
Law enforcement is handled as a joint
matter between the three departments. Traffic control and security at
all school events are policed by officers
from various departments. The Newton County Correctional Facility serves
as the county jail for both ECPD and
the Newton County Sherriff’s Department while all on-campus court matters are handled downtown through
the Newton County Court System.
“I have seen a tremendous improvement in Campus Law Enforcement
already,” said President Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin. “It provides an added measure of security on campus to see two
full cars with proper markings, which
also grants a full level of credibility to
our department. Until July 2009, ECCC
had contracted security and so with
the addition of these new cruisers we
are beginning to define a professional
police department for the campus.”
Since the arrival of the new cruisers,

JUSTIN SNOW/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Showing off the department’s two brand new patrol cars are, from left to
right, Chief Mitch McCleon, Officer Michael Aycox and Officer William Burton.

securing the campus has been made
easier for the entire department, officials said.
“Our department is small, but effective at patrolling the campus,” said
Dean Miller. “At present, we employ a
Chief and five officers. Officer Jenkins
was certified and sent through the
state academy in Jackson exclusively
by ECCC. Our four additional officers
received their certification and training independently through the state
academy. The newest member of our
police force, Officer Brittany Valas, was
previously employed with the Philadelphia Police Department.”
The new cruisers are later models
and require less maintenance. According to Chief McCleon, policing the
campus is much easier now and having the newer units takes a lot of stress
out of the work of campus law en-

forcement for the entire department.
“One very proactive benefit of the
new cruisers is that it not only allows
our officers to do their job more efficiently, but rather, it allows them to
be more readily available in a time of
emergency,” said Chief McCleon.
There are multiple ways to contact Campus PD in the event of an
emergency. The department can be
reached directly at 601-635-6268.
Most officers are out on patrol for the
afternoon after 3:30. For this reason,
the department has a Mobile PD
phone that is carried by an officer at
all times and can be reached at 601527-8939. Should an emergency arise
and students or faculty are unable to
reach ECPD at either of these numbers,
they should call 911 directly, give their
name and the name of the college and
ask for a campus officer, who will be

Valas adds Feminine Flair to ECPD Staff
By HOLLI NUTT
Staff Writer

Since the age of only six
years old, Brittany Valas has
accomplished her childhood
dream of being a police officer.
She has recently made East
Central Community College
history by becoming East Central’s first certfied female police
officer. Officer Valas said her
motivation for wanting to be a
police office is “to help others
that can’t help themselves.” She
said helping others makes her
day at work worth it.
As a Decatur native, Officer Valas left the Philadelphia

Police Department to be closer
to family. While being the only
law enforcement officer in the
family, she said she entered the
police academy open mindedly
and prepared for anything. Valas began part-time and graduated as an auxiliary officer on a
volunteer basis.
After graduation, she continued her law enforcement
career in a 10-week academy.
Valas described her experience
at the academy as “10 weeks
of Hades,” because she was not
able to do one push up prior
to entering academy. Not only
was it physically challenging,

the educational
portion
was
strenuous, she
said.
She was
pushed
for time
in the
short
period
HOLLI NUTT
of 10
Staff Writer
weeks.
No longer the stereotypical
“damsel in distress,” officer Valas
is viewed as an equal among

her fellow officers.
Chief McClelon said, “It’s
better for the school and the
students.” He also stated, “She’s
doing a fine job.”
Officer J.J. Jenkins stated,
“It is now easier dealing with
female students with her on
board.”
No matter how big or small
the task-at-hand might be,
Valas said that size does not
matter. She said her goal as a
police officer is to help others.
So, as she patrols East Central’s
campus, students should remember she is always on duty
as an officer and a citizen.

VALAS

Financial Aid: The Answer to What’s The Hold-Up?
By CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

As many of you know, East Central
Community College’s financial aid office has a lot of traffic at the beginning
of fall semester.
On the college’s Facebook
page, there is a
post stating:
“Students
whose FAFSA
was processed
by the Department of
Education prior
to July 1 can
currently come
CHRISTINA NOLLIE
to the financial
Editor
aid office for
assistance if their financial aid is not
displaying at My EC. Students whose
FAFSA was processed by the Department of Education on or after July 1
will need to continue to review My EC.
The estimated date for those students
to come to the financial aid office for
in office assistance is September 6. We
will post an announcement if that date
changes to an earlier date.”

As of September 6, students who
were waiting to purchase books and
other materials with their aid will have
fallen dangerously behind. In most
courses, the textbook for that course
is mandatory and the instructors dive
right into their lessons within the first
week of school.
Vice President of Student Services,
Randall E. Lee, wrote in an e-mail to
The Tom-Tom,
“The ECCC financial aid staff under
the direction of Mrs. Brenda Carson is
a hard working group of caring ladies
who labor long hours on a most difficult
task, being the person between you
and the federal government. Without
them, many students would not be able
to attend college. Most students do not
realize the difficult job they have as their
efforts are often unseen and thankless.
Financial aid encompasses state and
federal aid, and numerous other entities
that provide funding for individuals.”
For that reason, anyone who finds
themselves making a trip to the business should always be polite. Keep
this phrase in mind, “Don’t shoot the
messenger.”
Lee wrote, “At ECCC, we have a long
history of providing financial aid services

for students
to allow
them to
attend college even
when they
show up on
our doorstep at the
“11th hour,”
a time that
most colleges and
universities would
LEE
shut the
doors. A quick scan of university web
sites shows the DEADLINE to apply for
financial aid is often April 1st or May 1st
at many institutions. We do not have
such a deadline and will not implement
such an early deadline.
“East Central also has a “forgiving”
appeals process meaning that we give
second and sometimes even third chances to students. To decrease the lines and
delays that some students experience,
we could become like universities and
require applications to be completed at
an early date due to the increasing late
financial aid applicants, but we will not

do that.”
Without having such a deadline,
this opens opportunities for countless
more who otherwise would not be
able to apply for financial aid; whether
it’s a hold up with their W-2, transcripts, or other problems with getting
the proper information required.
Lee wrote, “We are always considering ways to improve our services. Meanwhile, we’ll keep plugging away and
“bending over backward” for our students because they deserve the chance
to a one-of-a-kind college education
at ECCC. As always, we encourage our
current and future students to apply and
complete financial aid requirements in
the February – March time frame for the
2012 fall semester and you will be all
right. Let me know how we can assist
you.”
For some, the financial aid process
can be a bit overwhelming, therefore,
causing procrastination which often
leads to late processing. According to
www.howstuffworks.com, five tips for
students to consider include:
1. Do Your Research—Apply for all
scholarships and grants available to
you. You may find you don’t even need
aid. Or that aid may be the only option

for you.
2. Complete the FAFSA Form—Filling out the FAFSA can be confusing.
Be sure that your application is error
free. While not all students will meet
the requirements, many other scholarship programs require students to
complete the FAFSA first. The renewal
form is not quite as extensive as the
initial form.
3. Apply for Everything You Qualify
For—Once you’ve completed the
FAFSA and done your homework, it’s
time to apply for financial aid. You
should submit applications only to the
programs for which you are eligible.
4. Ask For Help—There are so many
programs, each with their own set of
rules and deadlines, that it would be
surprising if you didn’t find it complicated. That’s why you should never
hesitate to ask for help.
5. Be Thorough, Neat, and Organized—A clean, organized application
indicates you’re serious about your
education. Always remember that
sending an application in as early as
the requirements allow will give you
a better chance at receiving the best
financial aid.
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Copeland Scholarship
Established at ECCC
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Providing testimonials during East Central Community College’s annual GED Graduation were (from left) Nicole Weaver of Forest, Micah
Prather of Carthage, Devyn Hughes of Lake and Wiley McCarter of Lena. The proud graduates are now looking forward to continuing their
education and beginning new careers.

“If I Can Do It; Anybody Can!”
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

It’s been almost 10 years
since Nicole Weaver of Forest
dropped out of high school as a
17-year-old sophomore.
Weaver, one of four speakers
who provided remarks during
the annual GED (General Educational Development) Graduation held July 14 at East Central
Community College in Decatur,
admitted she quit school “because I thought I didn’t need
school….I knew everything…
and other things were more
important.”
Weaver soon realized she
needed to have a high school
diploma and enrolled in GEDPreparation classes in 2002.
She took the exam and passed
all sections except math and
reading.
Instead of retaking the GED
exam, she began a family – her
son, Alex Weaver, was born in
2003 and daughter, Destiny
Weaver, in 2007.
Unable to land a job to
support her family, Weaver
received assistance from her
grandmother (Bobbie Ellis),
who moved in with her in 2007.
“She helped me so much.
Then on March 20, 2011, our
world stood still. My grandmother had a stroke and our
lives were changed forever,”
Weaver said during her testimonial before a packed Huff
Auditorium. “She never gave
up on me and I didn’t want to
disappoint her or my mother
(Teresa Ellis). So I started taking
ABE (Adult Basic Education) and
GED classes on April 4 at the
Forest/Scott County Career and
Technology Center. I worked really hard and passed the exam
on May 21…10 years after quitting school…and here I am…a
proud graduate of East Central’s
GED Program!” she stated.
Weaver continued, “I’ve
made my mom and granny
proud of me…and now I can
continue my education and
make a life for me and my kids.”
Weaver, whose goal is to
become a cosmetologist or
certified nurse assistant, also
expressed appreciation to her
instructors for their support.
“Thanks to East Central for
providing the GED classes and a
very special thanks to my teachers, Teresa Lovett and Elizabeth
Nutt. I am finally graduating in
cap and gown…and if I can do
it, anybody can!”
Also providing testimonials
were Micah Prather of Carthage, Devyn Hughes of Lake
and Wiley McCarter of Lena.
Prather, 29, said he began
working on his GED in 2001.
“I, too, have had obstacles
(to overcome) but I did not let
them slow me down,” he stated.
“I am reminded of a passage
of scripture that says, ‘I can do
all things through Christ who
strengthens me’….and do it I
did!”

Prather said his inspiration to
succeed comes from his mother, Debbie Prather, a registered
nurse.
“When my mom was born,
she was blind in one eye. She
helped rear her brothers and
sisters when her dad wasn’t
there. Her road was rough and
bumpy, but she did not give up
or let anybody push her down
as she earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing.”
Prather added, “Some people
say I take after my dad (Waid),
but I think I take after my mom,
because I have learned from
her not to give up.”
Prather also expressed appreciation to those who helped
him along the path to his GED
diploma.
“First, I want to thank the
two sweetest ladies I know, Mrs.
Carmel Carlisle and Mrs. Modean Cross (GED instructors for
classes at Morton Library). They
do more than help you with
your GED….they share their
faith with you and send you out
into the world.
“East Central Community
College, I thank you for helping
folks like me attain our goals.
With our GEDs, we are better
prepared to go on to school or
a career or anything else we
need to do.
“I would also like to thank
my family and friends for their
prayers, and I say ‘thanks’ to
Dad for always saying, ‘Try, try
again.’
“And to my brother (Pete),
I say thanks from the bottom
of my heart for what you have
done.”
In conclusion, Prather said, “I
know that life is not easy; that
if we are going to make it, we’re
going to have to put God first
and let him be in control. ‘Lean
not on your own understanding, acknowledge him and let
Him direct your path.’”
Prather is an active member
at Trinity Baptist Church, where
he is in the choir, plays guitar,
serves as treasurer for the Baptist Men and is church training
director.
He is undecided about his
future plans.
Hughes, 18, of Lake, talked
about the unusual path she
took in school prior to achieving her GED diploma.
“I am not your traditional
high school graduate,” she stated. “I went to a public school
for three years and was homeschooled for 10 years, which
allowed me to include God in
my studies and focus on the
areas in which I struggled. As a
homeschooled student, I was
also provided the opportunity
to become a more responsible
and mature young lady.”
Hughes said she knew at an
early age what career path she
would take.
“I decided at a young age
that I wanted to be a cosmetologist. I dressed up in play

clothes, fixed my hair and put
on too much make-up! The older I got, the better my styling
techniques became. For years I
always wanted to be a cosmetologist and always imagined
what it would be like.
“With the help of my teachers and passing this very
important test, I can now live
my dream! I never thought this
day would come when I could
say I have completed my studies and become a high school
graduate!
Hughes said her dream
would not have been realized
without the College’s ABE/GED
Program.
“Thanks to East Central Community College for offering a
program to assist students with
their GED. It has been a rewarding process. I also thank my
teachers, Mrs. (Teresa) Lovett
and Mrs. (Elizabeth) Nutt. They
were so helpful and took their
time to help me prepare for this
big step in my life.”
In closing, Hughes encouraged others to complete their
high school education and
“never let your dream die. With
the help of God and these great
teachers, you can accomplish
anything!”
Hughes plans to enroll in
cosmetology classes this fall at
ECCC.
Her parents are Kendall and
Debbie Hughes and she attends Goodhope Missionary
Baptist Church.
McCarter, 28, resides in Lena
and works at Nordic Cold Storage in Forest. He is also a fulltime minister at Blutcha Church
of God in Christ in Lena.
McCarter, who attended
GED classes at the Forest/Scott
County Career and Technology Center, said his inspiration
came from unfilled dreams and
watching others succeed.
“I can remember as a child I
always had dreams in my life. I
can remember wanting to be a
firefighter…but those dreams
never materialized. As I got
older, I learned better. As mistakes came my way, it seems
like they pushed my dreams
further back. After God called
me into the ministry, I began to
want to do better.
“But what inspired me to
take my education to the next
level was when I saw all the
people succeeding except me.
So I was inspired by lots of
people. When my future wife
(Phyllis Chisolm) graduated
from college, I was also motivated to do better.”
McCarter expressed appreciation to the College’s ABE/GED
instructors for their assistance
in helping him succeed.
“So many good people came
my way to help, including Mr.
David Kerr and Mrs. Paula Kerr,
who were a great inspiration to
me. They worked with me oneon-one on several occasions. I
also want to thank Mrs. (Teresa)

Lovett and Mrs. (Elizabeth) Nutt
for taking time out for me as
well.”
McCarter, whose goal is a
career in the medical field, encouraged others to get an education and fulfill their dreams.
“No matter how old you are,
you can succeed. No matter
what you go through in life, you
can succeed. Keep God first and
everything will work out. To
those who need GED, go for it.
You will make it! Keep praying
and always keep trying. Never
give up. You can do it!”
GED GRADUATES
A record 106 students received their high school equivalency diplomas at the July 14
ceremony and included the
following:
LEAKE COUNTY: Tonya
Brooks, Maggie Call, Lirynzo
Carter, Leslie Fifer, Shane Norwood, Micah Prather, LaWanda
Sanders, Christopher Smith and
Jessica Tucker;
NESHOBA COUNTY: Abria
Aiken, Brittany Anderson,
Kerri Barrett, Jonathan Barrett,
Anthony Broadway, Brianna
Clemons, Leary Clemons, Holly
Coats, David Crocker, Robin
Denton, Richard Ellingburg,
Brandy Fortenberry, Deidre
Gray, Dustin Griffin, Andria Hancock, Mary Houston, Bradley
King, Alyssa Kilpatrick, Melissa
Langdon, Sylvia Langdon, Caitlyn McKinney, Tammie O’Neal,
Carlee Piatt, Lilly Pullin, Bobbie
Schwebel, Sara Schwebel, Christon Shoemake, Kayla Sullivan,
Amberly Thornton, Douglas
Watkins, Derrick Wheat and
Megan Wilson;
NEWTON COUNTY: Marquita
Allen, Kyle Breland, Aaron Busby, Angela Cannon, Brandon
Clark, JC Davis, Anthony Evans,
Jr., Pheancie Hamm-Brown,
Phenele Hamm-Brown, Kelsey
Harris, Tyler Kennedy, Shelly
Knochenmuss, Dacardia Lockett, Jason Loper, Kari Massey,
Kristen Morgan, Joseph Norton,
James Ray, Christopher Roupe,
Joshua Thames, Madie Wansley,
Christy Williams, and Triston
Wilson;
SCOTT COUNTY: Rachel
Aburto, Emily Creel, Christina
Fowler, Jeffrey Harrell, Karianne
Henderson, Raven Hillhouse,
Christopher Hobby, Jakellsey
Hollis, Devyn Hughes, Ryan
Jackson, Wiley McCarter, Tamari
Moffett, Shiloh Nicks, Benjamin
Riddell, Jamarcus Robinson,
Pamela Robinson, Jeremy Sanders, Joanie Shoemaker, Jebrocskye Slack and Nicole Weaver;
WINSTON COUNTY: Victoria
Cole, Rebecca Easley, Willie
Eiland, LaTroydrick Hughes, Daryl Ingram, Monique Johnson,
Elisabeth Jones, Sandra Lean,
Shannon Lean, Sarah Orr, James
Rush and Crystal Melton:
KEMPER COUNTY: Anasthasia
Edwards; and
SMITH COUNTY: Billy Phillipson, Jessica Phillips and Joseph
Dunnavant.

A scholarship in honor of
Prentice and Dorothy Copeland
of Philadelphia was recently
established at East Central
Community College.
The academic scholarship,
approved at the April 12, 2011,
meeting of the ECCC Board of
Trustees, honors the Neshoba
County couple for their contributions to education.
Copeland is a longtime
member of the College’s Board
of Trustees and currently serves
as Board Chairman, a position
he has held since 1996. He
began his service on the ECCC
Board of Trustees in 1967, when
he was elected Superintendent
of Neshoba County Schools. He
served as Supt. for 21 ½ years
until his retirement in 1988.
Prior to his service as county
superintendent, Copeland was
selected the first high school
principal of Neshoba Central
and served in that capacity
from 1963 to 1967.
He began his career in education as a math instructor at
Coldwater and later served at
Zephyr Hill for four years until
the consolidation of Neshoba
County Schools.
In addition to teaching math
during his career, Copeland
coached basketball for 10 years
and served as a high school
principal for six years. He accumulated 37 ½ years service in
education when he retired.
Copeland began his educational pursuits at Bond Elementary School in Neshoba County
and graduated high school at
Bond before attending then
East Central Junior College. He
continued his education at Mississippi Southern, now known
as the University of Southern
Mississippi, where he received
a bachelor’s degree in math in

1951 and a master’s degree in
mathematics in 1954.
Copeland is a military veteran, having served in the U.S.
Army during World War II and
the Army National Guard during the Korean Conflict. After
his discharge from the Army,
he soon began his career in
education.
His wife, Dorothy, a homemaker, is a graduate of Bloomo
High School in Neshoba County
and supported her husband
throughout his career in education.
Recipients of the Prentice
and Dorothy Copeland
Scholarship will be selected
by the ECCC Scholarship
Committee.
To qualify, applicants must
be a graduate of a high school
in Neshoba County with preference given to a Neshoba Central High School student; enroll
as a fulltime student at East
Central Community College
in the fall following graduation; and have a minimum of a
“B” average on all high school
math courses taken. Preference
will also be given to students
majoring in math.
For more information,
contact ECCC Student Services,
601-635-6205 or call toll free,
877-462-3222, ext. 205. The email address is rlee@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Aids Weir Tornado Victim: East Central Community
College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (right) is shown presenting
cash and a Wal-Mart gift card totaling $650 to freshman Steven
Miller of Weir, whose home was destroyed by a tornado. A similar
contribution was made to freshman Kelsi Watson of Smithville,
whose home was also destroyed by a tornado.     

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Aids Smithville Tornado Victim: East Central Com-

munity College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left) is shown presenting cash and a Wal-Mart gift card totaling $650 to freshman Kelsi
Watson of Smithville, whose home was destroyed by a tornado.
Watson is a member of the state champion Lady Warrior softball
team. Also pictured are assistant softball coach Kristin Chaney and
head coach Scott Hill. The contribution is a result of a fund drive
held. A similar contribution was made to freshman Steven Miller of
Weir, whose home was also destroyed by tornado.   
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ECCC Centralettes Selected for 2011-12: Members of the
Centralettes, the dance line for the East Central Community College
Wall O’ Sound Marching Band, have been selected for 2011-12, announced Thomas W. Carson, director of bands. Returning members
and their respective high schools include Anna Leach, Sebastopol;
Ava Marie Adkins, Bailey Viverette and Loren Pullin, all of Union;
Bailey Hartness, Raychal Reed and Ashley Arthur, all of Winston Academy; Erin Hathorn and Audrey Griffin, both of Louisville;
and Alyse Webb, Noxapater. New members include sophomores
Lindsey Miller of Newton County and Brittany Burton of Winston
Academy; and freshmen Claire Griffin and Hannah Farmer, both of
Newton County; D’Angela Lang, Newton; Laura Shimfessel, Newton
Academy; Laura Daniels, Neshoba Central; Brittney Darby, Scott
Central; Amanda Williamson, Lake; and Kendall Taylor, Central
Academy, Macon. Nichol Hillman serves as Centralette coordinator/
choreographer.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Students Winning SkillsUSA Honors:

These career-technical students at East Central Community
College received various honors at the Mississippi SkillsUSA
Championships held at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in Perkinston. Award-winners include (first row, from left)
Breshawn McNeal of Newton, second, Architectural Drafting;
Lachelle Moss of Little Rock, third, Preschool Teaching Assistant; Sydney Mosley of Shubuta, first, Commercial Baking;
Nancy Coats of Philadelphia, first, Culinary Arts; Mason Shelley of Forest, second, Residential Wiring; and Sydney Tucker
of Union, third, CNC Turning Technology; (second row, from
left) Adrianna Salgado of Union, Related Technical Math contestant; Jake Cain of Chunky, second, Opening and Closing
Team; Ashley Channell of Ackerman, second, Opening and
Closing Team; Sheila Wright of Conehatta, second, Occupational Health and Safety; Leslie Crawford of Newton, second,
Prepared Speech; Brandon Caldwell of Carthage, second,
Industrial Motor Control; Shaun Palmer of Louisville, second,
Precision Machining; (third row, from left) Jonathan Breedlove of Philadelphia, second, CNC Milling Technology; Lisa
Hoskins of Philadelphia, second, Open and Closing Team;
Meissa Thomas of Meridian, second, Opening and Closing
Team; Sharon O’Neal of DeKalb, second, Open and Closing
Team; Coeshia Meeks of Forest, Job Interview contestant;
Chavon Denham of Forest, Cosmetology contestant; and
A’Breon Moore of Bailey, third, Job Skill Demonstration B; and
(fourth row, from left) Trent Hitt of Philadelphia, third, Collision
Repair Technology; Lauren Breedlove of Philadelphia, first,
Promotional Bulletin Board; Ashley Dearman of Enterprise,
first, Promotional Bulletin Board; Stacey Boyd of Philadelphia,
third, Job Skill Demonstration A; and Tyler Wright of Louisville,
first, Technical Drafting. First-place winners qualified for the
National Leadership and Skills Conference held June 19-24 in
Kansas City, MO.

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, efﬁcient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natural gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember
safety ﬁrst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.
Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere.
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rotten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.
From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high standards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.
Damage Prevention
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Trustees Honored for Service: Several members of the East Central Community Col-

lege Board of Trustees were honored for their service at the annual meeting of the Mississippi Association of Community College Trustees held July 8-10, 2011, on the Gulf Coast. Honorees and current
length of service include (second from left) Edsel Cliburn of Union, 20 years; Frank McCurdy of Morton,
Scott County Supt. of Education, 15 years; William E. Kitchings of Carthage, 15 years; and Leo Parker
of Noxapater, 30 years. The group was also recognized by Board Chairman Prentice Copeland (left) of
Philadelphia and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (right) during the Board’s August 9 meeting.

ECCC Plans Annual
Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The fifth annual East Central
Community College 5K Run/
Walk will once again kick off a
full day of homecoming activities scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8,
2011.
Dr. Phillip Crenshaw, event
chairman, anticipates another
great response to the early
morning event.
“We had approximately 125
participants in the 5K Run/Walk
last year and we hope to have
even greater turnout in 2011,”
said Dr. Crenshaw, who teaches
social science/history classes at
ECCC.

CRENSHAW

The 5K Run/Walk starts at
7:30 a.m. on the North campus,
near the Clark/Gay Baseball
Complex.
Entry fee is $20 per person.

Checks should be made payable to the ECCC Alumni Association.
Dr. Crenshaw said all participants will receive a T-shirt and
medallion.
For more information on the
5K Run/Walk, contact Dr. Phillip
Crenshaw at ECCC, 601-6356281 or e-mail pcrenshaw@
eccc.edu.
For information on all homecoming activities, contact Dr.
Stacey Hollingsworth, executive
director for Foundation and
Alumni Relations, 601-635-6327
or call toll free, 877-462-3222,
ext. 327. Her e-mail address is
sholling@eccc.edu.

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig.
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!
Detecting A Natural Gas Leak
Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.
~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.
~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.
~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.
Natural Gas Safety Tips:
Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:
~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to ﬁnd or stop the leak.
~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, ﬂashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.
~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-9176119.
Remember - Never try to ﬁnd the leak yourself!!!
To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.
For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.

A Student Publication of East Central Community College

Page 12

The Tom-Tom

Freshmen Take New Steps in Life
BY CLAIRE TADLOCK
Staff Writer

Many high school graduation
speeches sounded similar. The speakers spoke of the graduates moving on
with their lives as individuals in college
and life. These speeches, given by
classmates or administration, were to
encourage the graduates on their new
“journeys.” The graduates are now living the speeches as college freshmen.
They are no longer just words, but
reality. It is now up to the freshmen to
act out the words they heard of their
graduation ceremony.
As freshmen at East Central, the
graduates have moved on with their
lives. They have packed their bags
and have left their parents’ tight grip.
Although, the “sweet freedom” they
all so badly wanted is not as sweet
as they thought. The freshmen have
realized with freedom comes responsibilities. They now know how to do
their laundry, set their alarm clocks,
buy their own food, and clean up after
themselves. They have been forced to
adjust to the fast paced college life.

Although all
college freshmen are taking
a new step
in life, their
adjustments
to college can
vary from one
student to
another. For
example, Luis
Hernandez is
from TuscalooCLAIRE TADLOCK
sa and graduStaff Writer
ated from Paul
W. Bryant High School. He plays on
East Central’s soccer team and lives in
the dorm.
Another freshman, also living in the
dorm, is Mallory Holder. Holder is a
graduate of Sylva-Bay Academy, who is
busy as a Warrior cheerleader.
Savannah Vance, a Decatur native,
chose to live in an apartment in town.
Although she is from Decatur, she
lived in Natchez and graduated from
Trinity Episcopal Day School. Below
are questions and answers from the
freshmen regarding their first year of

college thus far.
What adjustments have you made
at East Central verses high school?
Hernandez: “I have to study.”
Holder: “I’ve made the adjustment
of juggling a more time consuming
sport and school. Being a cheerleader
at East Central is a lot more time
consuming than being a high school
cheerleader. You must be dedicated to
your sport and your school work.”
Vance: “I have had to manage time
by myself instead of relying on a bell
to tell me when to be somewhere.”
What do you find difficult here on
your own?
Hernandez: “Nothing.”
Holder: “It’s been difficult to be
separated from my family. I didn’t
realize I was a homebody until I got to
college.”
Vance: “The little things like laundry
[has] been difficult [for] me. I have nowhere in my apartment to do laundry.”
What do you enjoy most about your
“freedom” as an incoming freshman at
East Central?
Hernandez: “I can do whatever I
want.”

CLAIRE TADLOCK/
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Adjusting to her
new home in
Barber Hall, Mallory Holder of Bay
Springs prepares to
study for her class.

Holder: “I enjoy being able to go
and come as I please and making my
own choices.”
Vance: “I enjoy the freedom of being
the only one responsible for myself. I
decide what I’m going to do and don’t
have to check in with anyone or ask
permission to do anything.”
Do you feel more comfortable here
verses a high school atmosphere?
Hernandez: “Not really, it seems easier than high school because I’m done
with classes by 11 a.m. every day.”
Holder: “Well being at East Central is

a lot different from
the small private school I attended.
My graduating class had a total of 23
students, so I’m adjusting to being
comfortable here, but being in a larger
environment has given me the chance
to make more friends.”
Vance: “I actually liked the atmosphere of high school. I went to a small
school where everyone knew all there
was to know about me. In high school,
it felt more like going to school with
family. Here, I am still getting to know
a lot of people.”

How Students can Avoid the Freshman 15
BY KAMERON BOULTON
Staff Writer

The Freshman 15: it can happen to any
student. Starting college can quickly become overwhelming with tests, papers and
project due dates coming one after another. Many start to eat what they can, when
they can, and couple that with stress and
regular college life, weight gain happens.
Although, maybe not as drastic of a
weight gain as 15 pounds, many students

can expect to gain three-to-eight pounds
during their first year of college.
Delicious, but greasy and fattening
foods, as well as sugary drinks, are readily
available not only on the school campus,
but in the surrounding towns.
Sophomore Sharee Parrish said, “I lost
weight by not drinking soft drinks and eating junk food. I lost about 20 pounds”.
For most, after surviving a long day of
school and homework, exercising is not
high on most students’ to-do list. However,

if you want to keep the weight off, you
have to make weight management a goal
for your freshman and even sophomore
year. Although tempting, especially in
the summer, try not to drive to all of your
classes. Walk to as many as you can.
Student Melody Mann said, “I lost a lot of
weight — about 30 pounds — by walking
and eating less junk.”
Some tips to consider are: cut down or
cut out soft drinks. Make healthier eating
choices. Again, if you can not cut out, just

cut down. Every day try for at least 30 minutes of exercising whether it be walking,
running, etc.
Stress is a big factor in weight gain so
try to manage that as well. Do work ahead
of time and try not to let everything pile
up. If you do not understand something,
get help.
Keep a balance of work and play. Stay
positive and focused throughout the entire
year and staying fit will not be a problem.

KAMERON BOULTON
Staff Writer

COOKIN’ WITH EC

EC “Falls” in line for Fresh Autumn Recipes
BY KIERRA EALY
Staff Writer

Ready to get into fall cooking?
A few
of EC’s
students
and staff
shared
their
great fall
recipes.
These
sweets
will
surely
KIERRA EALY
be a
Staff Writer
treat.
Persephiney Wingo shares
one of her favorite recipes for
caramel apples.

Mini Caramel Apples

INGREDIENTS:
4-inch lollipop sticks
Melon
baller
Granny
Smith
apples (one
apple makes
about 8 mini
WINGO
apples)
Butterscotch or peanut butter chips
Chopped nuts, nonpareils,
sprinkles, shredded coconut
(optional)
Smaller paper candy cups
INSTRUCTIONS:
First, cut the lollipop sticks in
half at an angle (the pointy end
will go into the apple pieces
easier). With the melon baller,
scoop little balls out of the
apple. Each ball should have a
section of apple peel. Push half
of a lollipop stick into the peel
of each ball. Pat the apple pieces dry. Melt the chips according
to the package directions. Dip
and swirl the mini apples in
the melted chips, then roll the
apples in nuts, sprinkles, nonpareils, or coconut, if desired.
Place the mini apples in paper

candy cups to set.
Known around campus for
her sweet treats, Natalie Emmons reveals her Carrot Cake
recipe.

Carrot Cake

INGREDIENTS FROSTING
2 c. sugar
1 stick
margarine
1 ½ oil
1 lb. box
powdered
sugar
4 unbeaten eggs
1 8-oz.
EMMONS
pkg. cream
cheese
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. vanilla
2 tsp. baking powder
1 c. pecans
1 ½ tsp baking soda
1 ½ c. coconut
2 tsp. cinnamon
2 c. flour
½ c. raisins
1 c. pecans, chopped
3 c. raw carrots, cleaned and
grated
INSTRUCTIONS
Cream the sugar and oil until
light and fluffy. Add eggs, one
at a time, cream well. Add salt,
baking powder, baking soda,
cinnamon and flour. Fold in
raisins, pecans and carrots. Pour
into two greased and floured
8 - inch cake pans. Bake at 350
degrees for 25-30 minutes.
Frosting: Cream together
margarine, powdered sugar,
cream cheese and vanilla. Add
pecans and coconut.
An all-time favorite cake is
red velvet cake and Lindsay
Gibbs shares her receipe.

DELICIOUS RED
VELVET CAKE

INGREDIENTS
1 ½ cups of sugar
2 cups oil
2eggs
1T vinegar
1oz red food coloring

2 ½ cups
plain flour
1tsp. Baking soda
1 tsp. salt
3 T cocoa
1cup buttermilk
1 T vanilla
GIBBS
FROSTING
1 stick butter softened
1 8oz cream cheese softened
1T vanilla
1 box powdered sugar
1 cup chopped pecans
INSTRUCTIONS
Cream sugar and oil. Add
eggs and beat well. Add vinegar and food coloring. Mix
Flour, baking soda, salt and
cocoa together. Add to cream
mixture alternating buttermilk.
Add vanilla and beat well. Bake
in layer pans 30 to 35 minutes
at325 degrees.
Cooking in a crock pot not
only offers convenience but
also taste. Dorm Supervisor
Mae McAdory share her candy
recipe.

CROCK POT CANDY

In your crock pot, set temp
to low, add 1 unsalted 16oz
peanut, 1
salted 16oz
peanuts.
1packege
of Nestles
choc. Pcs
1 German
Choc. Bar
broken in
MCADORY
pieces 1 ½
Jar crunchy
peanut butter layer in order.
Cover and let cook without lifting lid for 2 hours it will appear
as if it’s not cooked but by the
time you get all the nuts stirred
in and completely covered.
You will be ready to dip tsp or
tbs on wax paper or cookie
sheets, should make 90 pcs. A
very good Fall Candy. NO FAIL
RECIPE!!!!!!
Offering a streusel with
banana flavoring is Shawn

Windham.

Banana Streusel
Surprise

1(18.25oz) pkg. Duncan
Hines Moist Deluxe Banana
Supreme cake mix
1(4 serving size) pkg. vanilla
or banana instant pudding mix
4 eggs
1c. Sour cream
1/3c. Vegetable oil
1/2c chopped pecans or
walnuts
2c. crushed chocolate-cov-

ered graham crackers
Confectioner’s sugar for
garnish
Instructions
Preheat
oven to 350
degrees.
Grease and
flour a 10’
Bundt pan.
Combine
cake mix,
pudding
WINDHAM
mix, eggs,
sour cream, and oil in a large

bowl. Beat at low speed of electric mixer until combined. Beat
at high speed for 2 minutes. Stir
in pecans Pour 1/3 of the batter
into the prepared pan. Sprinkle
with half of the crushed graham
crackers. Repeat layers, ending
with batter. Bake at 350 degrees
for 50-55 minutes or until a
toothpick inserted in the center
comes out clean Cool in pan for
25 minutes. Invert onto serving
plate. Dust with confectioner’s
sugar. Serve warm or cool completely.

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP
…that Class

 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have
to pay for it!
 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure!
 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money,
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class
will affect your VA funds. Ask someone in the Financial Aid
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your
scholarships or other aid programs!
 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage.
 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask
your instructor for advice!
 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your
advisor to be sure!
 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades.
 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please
complete the appropriate paperwork.
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Complete ECCC’s Paramedic Technology Program: Above are graduates of East Central
Community College’s Paramedic Technology program who received special recognition at the annual
pinning ceremony held Aug. 1, 2011, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center. Seated from left are Tonya Fortune, Adam Grifﬁn and James Pettis, all of Philadelphia. Standing from left are Jonathan Tullos of Enterprise, Nicole Williamson of Philadelphia and Perry Winford of Meridian. Also pictured is Katrina Bryant,
program director/instructor.
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ECCC ‘Hair Battle’ Winners: Taking top honors in the ﬁrst annual “Fantasy Hair Competition”

held for cosmetology students at East Central Community College were (from left) Ashley Dearman of
Enterprise, Chelsea Jones of Collinsville, Coeshia Meeks of Forest, and Felecia Howell and Brittany
King, both of Philadelphia, who are shown with their winning design titled, “Hat’s Off to a Day in Hawaii.”
Cosmetology instructor Carla Jacome-Cluff said participants were divided into teams and challenged to
create a hair design with a summertime theme. “The students’ creativity blossomed as they used hair
and hair pieces to glue, braid and mold into a variety of shapes – including beach balls, a swimming
pool, palm tree and lawn chairs,” said Jacome-Cluff. For more information on the 12-month program,
contact Jacome-Cluff or instructor Wanda Brackeen, 601-635-6216 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext.
216. The e-mail addresses are cjacomecluff@eccc.edu and wbrackeen@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC ‘Hair Battle’ Runners-Up: Finishing second in the ﬁrst annual “Fantasy Hair Competition”
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Bailey ECCC Poetry Coffeehouse Presenter: Morgan Bailey of Philadelphia reads from a
children’s story she wrote titled “Mikey and the Haven’s Tornado Adventure) during the annual Poetry
Coffeehouse held May 2, 2011, in Thrash Auditorium at East Central Community College. The event is
held to showcase the many talented students in Carol Shackelford’s Creative Writing class. Bailey also
presented “The Ark,” an imagistic free verse. She is a product of Philadelphia High School.

held for cosmetology students at East Central Community College were (from left) Catherine Tribble
of Rose Hill, Katelyn Thompson and Lori Young, both of Philadelphia; Mallory Sloan of Louisville and
Suzanne Settlemire of Forest, who are shown with their entry titled, “Surﬁn’ in the Sun.” Cosmetology
instructor Carla Jacome-Cluff said participants were divided into teams and challenged to create a hair
design with a summertime theme. “The students’ creativity blossomed as they used hair and hair pieces
to glue, braid and mold into a variety of shapes – including beach balls, palm tree and lawn chairs,” said
Jacome-Cluff.

WE ARE MISSISSIPPI STATE.
The Riley Next Step Scholarship is being
offered for the 2012 Spring Semester.
Admission to the university and an online résumé
are required for scholarship consideration.
Visit www.meridian.msstate.edu, click Apply Now.
Students with a competitive GPA who have
completed at least 48 transferable hours are
encouraged to apply for this scholarship.
Become a Riley Scholar at MSU-Meridian and
receive full tuition and fees! Call 601.484.0134 for details.

The Riley Next Step Scholarship
Apply Now for Spring 2012!

Priority Date: November 15.
1000 Hwy 19 North, Meridian • 601.484.0134 • meridian.msstate.edu • finaid@mail.meridian.msstate.edu
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Several ECCC Staffers
Receive New Assignments

BOYKIN

CASE

PACE

earned a master’s in business
administration from Millsaps
College. He is currently purSeveral staff members
suing
a doctoral degree.
have recently assumed new
Case is married to the
roles at East Central Comformer Paige Sullivan of
munity College, announced
Brookhaven. They have
ECCC President Dr. Phil A.
three daughters, Elizabeth,
Sutphin.
19; Catherine, 17; and Mary
David Case is the new
Dean of Admissions, Records Madelon, 14.
Prior to his promotion,
and Research; Derek Pace is
Pace
served as Associate
now Director for Technology
Director for Technology ManManagement; and Regena
agement.
Boykin is serving as AssociHe joined the ECCC staff
ate Director for Technology
in 1996 after previously
Management.
serving as data processing
Case previously served as
manager at Peco Foods of
Assistant to the President
Mississippi, LLC, in Sebasfor Planning, Institutional
topol. He also held similar
Research and Technology
positions at Hughes Aircraft
and Director for Technology
(now Raytheon Systems, Inc.)
Management.
of Mississippi, Inc., in Forest;
Case, a Jackson native,
joined the ECCC staff in 1995. Green Acre Farms, Inc. (now
Peco Foods) in Sebastopol;
He previously served as
and DataCenter Systems in
assistant professor in techJackson.
nology education at the
Pace is a former president
University of West Alabama
of
the Mississippi Comin Livingston. He is a former
munity and Junior College
graduate instructor at the
University of Alabama School Computer Center Directors’
Association.
of Commerce and Business
A 1981 graduate of Lake
Administration in Tuscaloosa
Attendance
Center, Pace
and Millsaps College School
attended ECCC in1981-82
of Management in Jackson.
and the University of SouthHe is also a former assistant
ern Mississippi, where he
vice president for Trustmark
received a bachelor’s degree
National Bank/Unifirst Bank
in computer science/data
in Jackson.
processing in 1984.
A graduate of Jim Hill
Pace is married to the forHigh School in Jackson, Case
mer
Patty Calvert of Philadelreceived a bachelor’s degree
phia, who is employed with
in engineering from the
University of Mississippi and Neshoba County Schools.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

They have two sons, Benjamin, 15; and Brian, 10; both
students at Neshoba Central.
They reside in the Shady
Grove community in Neshoba County.
Boykin joined the ECCC
staff in 2003 and served as
Assistant Director for Technology Management prior to
her promotion.
She was previously employed as office assistant
at East Central Mississippi
Health Care in Sebastopol.
She is a former network
control technician for World
Com/SkyTel, and earlier
served as a computer specialist at Maxim Manufacturing Corporation in Sebastopol. She began her career as
an inventory clerk at Easom
Hardware in Sebastopol.
A 1996 graduate of Sebastopol Attendance Center,
Boykin received an associate’s degree in computer
programming from ECCC in
1998 and is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
information technology.
She is married to James
Boykin, who is employed at
the Philadelphia/Neshoba
County Career-Technical
Center as Building Trades
instructor. They have two
children, Wesly, eight; and
Samantha, four.
They live in the Prospect
Community in Newton
County.

Ryals Chosen ECCC Drafting/
Design Technology Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Christopher Ryals of
Starkville was recently chosen
drafting and design technology
instructor at East Central Community College, announced
ECCC President Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin.
Ryals, who began his new
duties on Aug. 15, 2011, previously served as applications
instructor for AutoCAD and a
graduate researcher at Mississippi State University in
Starkville since 2009. He has
served the past two years as
adjunct AutoCAD instructor for
ECCC’s Workforce Education
Division.
In addition to his AutoCAD
teaching experience, Ryals has
an extensive background in
surveying, having served as a
surveying lab instructor at MSU
from 2008-10 followed by his

RYALS

employment as a survey crew
member with Harrison Surveying, LLC in Decatur from 20052006 and Engineering Plus, Inc.,
in Meridian from 2005-06. He
also has experience using Geographic Information Science
(GIS) technology to develop
detailed maps for many differ-

ent fields.
A DeKalb native, Ryals is a
2004 graduate of Kemper Academy and received an associate’s
degree in Drafting and Design
Technology from ECCC in 2006.
He continued his education at
Mississippi State University in
Starkville, where he received a
bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Engineering Technology and
Business in 2009 and a master’s
degree in Engineering Technology in 2011.
He also holds the following
certifications: ESRI Certificates
in ArcGIS Desktop I, ArcGIS
Desktop II, Introduction to
Geoprocessing Scripts Using
Python and Working with ArcGIS Spatial Analyst.
Ryals and his wife, the former
Laura Foreman of Little Rock,
recently welcomed their first
child, Alyssa Cate, who was
born on August 1, 2011

We Want
Your News!

E-mail information about your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Retiring Faculty Members: Special recognition was given to the above retiring faculty

members at East Central Community at the annual end-of-the-year luncheon held May 12, 2011. The
retirees were presented resolutions honoring their years of service to ECCC and received other gifts.
The group represents almost 160 years of service to education. Honorees and their respective areas
of instruction include (from left) Ricky Harrison of Little Rock, drafting and design technology; Kathy
George of Decatur, early childhood education; Maxine McKee of Byram, sociology; and Sylvia Wright,
mathematics, and Lucille Wood, physical education/education, both of Louisville.

ECCC’s Hill Receives MACJC Honor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community
College head softball coach
Scott Hill displays a plaque he
received after being chosen
Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges
(MACJC) Softball Coach of the
Year.
Coach Hill led the 2011 Lady
Diamond Warriors to the program’s first state title and a fifth
place tie in the NJCAA Division
II Softball National Championship en route to a 37-15 record.
It’s the second-straight coach
of the year honor for Hill, who
received Region 23 accolades in
2010 after leading the Lady Dia-

HILL

mond Warriors to the program’s
first region title and a fourthplace finish in the national
tournament. The 2010 softball
squad finished with a record

47 victories, 11 losses and one
tie. Hill has led the ECCC softball program for the past eight
years and has compiled an
overall 277-108-1 record, which
also includes three MACJC Central Division titles.
Prior to joining the ECCC
coaching staff, Hill successfully led baseball and softball
programs at Philadelphia High
School. A graduate of Forest
High School, Hill received an
associate’s degree at ECCC and
earned bachelor and master’s
degrees in physical education
at Mississippi State University.
He is married to the former Melissa Polk of Brandon and they
have two sons, Joel and Lee.

Named as one of the 200
Colleges of Distinction in the nation,
Carey provides quality educational
programs, challenging the individual
student to excel in
scholarship, leadership, and service.

WILLIAM CAREY
UNIVERSITY

Hattiesburg ~ Biloxi ~ New Orleans

www.wmcarey.edu

601.318.6103

The Tom-Tom

A Student Publication of East Central Community College

Page 15

Tyson Selected ECCC
Speech Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Rachel George Tyson of Brandon was recently
chosen speech instructor at East Central Community College, announced ECCC President Dr. Phil
A. Sutphin.
Tyson, who began her new duties on Aug. 15,
served the past three years as an adjunct speech
instructor at Belhaven University. She is also a
former executive director of the Muscular Dystrophy Association in Flowood, a position she held
for the past five years. In addition, she previously
served as public information officer for FEMA in
Jackson.
A 2000 graduate of East Rankin Academy,
Tyson continued her education at ECCC, where
she received an associate’s degree in 2002. She
received a bachelor’s degree in journalism – with

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC ‘Lamplighters’: Representing East Central Community College at the annual Lamplighter

Conference on September 28-30, 2011 will be Alexei Huguley of Meridian, culinary arts instructor; Vikki
McNair of Philadelphia, math instructor; and Katrina Bryant Rushford of Decatur, EMT/Paramedic director/instructor. The annual conference recognizes the state’s outstanding community and junior college
instructors. Northeast Community College in Booneville will host the conference.

Pollock Selected ECCC English
Instructor, Theater Director
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Stacey Slayton Pollock of Meridian was recently selected English instructor/theater director
at East Central Community College, announced
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin.
Pollock, who began her new duties on Aug.
15, 2011, previously served as an adjunct English
instructor at ECCC since 2009. She was also a fulltime substitute English instructor at the College
during the 2011 spring semester.
Prior to joining the ECCC faculty, Pollock was
an English instructor at Calvary Christian High
School in Meridian from 2009-10 and served as
an adjunct English instructor at Meridian Community College in 2007-08. She began her career
as a Career Discovery Teacher at Meridian Public
Schools in 2007-08.
Pollock, whose duties also include directing
fall dinner theaters and spring musicals, has
25 years of theater experience. She has been
a member of the Meridian Little Theater since
1999 and served on the organization’s Board of

Directors from
2002-2004.
A 1991
graduate of
Meridian High
School, Pollock received
a bachelor’s
degree in
broadcast
journalism –
with a minor in
English – from
the University
POLLOCK
of Mississippi
in 1997 and
earned a master’s in community college education at Mississippi State University in 2007.
She is married to Britt Pollock, Golf Course
Superintendent at Northwood Country Club in
Meridian. They have two children, Olivia, 10; and
Collins, eight.

ECCC HAPPENINGS

September 13
The ECCC Astronomy Club
will meet in Rives Room 17, the
physics lab on September 13
at activity period. We will be
selecting officers and planning
a star party. Please make plans
to attend. To find out more information, please contact, William Miles, Physics and Physical
Science Instructor, Room 12
Rives, 601-635-6223or 601-2595803or email to wmiles@eccc.
edu.
The Wo-He-Lo yearbook staff
will hold a meeting for all staff
members on September 13 at
10:45 a.m. in Newton Hall Room
60/Thrash Auditorium. It is not
too late to join. If you cannot attend the meeting, please come
see Gennie Phillips in Office 43
in the lower level of Huff, ASAP.
The Native American Club
will hold meetings for Fall 2011
semester at 10:45 a.m. – 11:20
a.m. on Seeptember 13, 22, October 11, 20, November 8, 17,
and December 8 at the Burton
Library.
Phi Beta Lambda is a nonprofit association for student
members for careers in business, computer, or businessrelated fields. PBL was founded
in 1958 and presently has over
13,000 chapters with more

emphasis in
public relations- from
William Carey
College in
Hattiesburg in
2004, where
she served
as managing editor of
the student
newspaper.
She continued
her education
TYSON
at the University of Southern Mississippi, where she earned a
master’s degree in public relations in 2006.
She is married to Steven Tyson of Morton.

than 270,000 active members
around the world. East Central’s
Theta Chi chapter plans three
social events, a field trip, and
a trip to the State Leadership
Conference this year. If you
are interested in becoming a
member of Phi Beta Lambda
contact Christy Ferguson, 601635-6292, cferguson@eccc.edu.
The next chapter meeting will
be held September 13. Officers
will be elected. PBL is available
for all EC students.
There will be an organizational meeting for SkillsUSA in
Vickers Auditorium for CareerTechnical students who are
interested in joining SkillsUSA
on September 13 during Activity Period. SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers
and industry working together
to ensure America has a skilled
workforce. SkillsUSA serves
more than 313,000 students
and instructors annually and
answers the call of American
industry by helping to produce
better-prepared employees
for the technical workforce.
For more information, see your
Career-Technical advisor.
September 14-15
There will be a Blood Drive
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. on
September 14 and 15, outside

the Bradford J Tucker Tucker
Applied Technology Center.
September 22
Make plans now to attend
Be Our Guest Night during the
September 22 football game
against Pearl River Community College at 6:30 p.m. Invite
friends and enjoy a fun night.
September 26
The first president’s council
meeting will be held at 3 p.m.
on September 26, in the Board
Room of the Arno Vincent
Administration Building. Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin and Mr. Randall
Lee are sponsors of this organization which serves as a communicative link between all the
campus student organizations.
All presidents of official student
organizations are automatically
members of the president’s
council and should attend this
meeting. The 2011-2012 officers of the president’s council
will be elected. Members are to
report on the activities of their
respective organizations at the
September 26 meeting.
September 28
Book Club will host meetings
for the Fall 2011 semester at 3
p.m. on Wednesday, September
28, October 26, and November
30 at the Burton Library.

East Central Community College

For all high school students in Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott & Winston counties.
REGISTRATION AT THE GATE.
DOOR PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED & STUDENTS WILL BE RECOGNIZED AT THE GAME.
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Alexander Selected EC
Biology Instructor

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Rockin’ Into Retirement!:

Lucille Wood sits comfortably in
an engraved Boston Rocker which
was presented to the longtime East
Central Community College faculty
member and former coach at her
retirement program Sunday, June 26,
2011, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center.
Wood retired after 58 years service
in the state’s community and junior
college system. The Louisville native
began her employment at ECCC in
1956. Participating in the tribute were
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin;
Henry B. “Bubba” Hudspeth, Chair,
Mississippi State Board for Community Colleges; Ovid Vickers, retired
ECCC Humanities instructor; Bart
Gregory, Assistant Athletic Director Annual Giving, Mississippi State
University; Dr. Pamela A. Catledge
Kirk, retired Mississippi State University faculty member; Scott Hill, ECCC
head softball coach; and Natalie
Emmons, ECCCC keyboard/music
instructor. A reception was held in the
Molly McGee Gold Room in Mabry
Memorial Cafeteria followed the special program.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
George Alexander of Little
Rock was recently named
biology instructor at East
Central Community College,
announced ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin.
Alexander, who joined the
ECCC faculty on Aug. 15, 2011,
served the past three years as
an adjunct biology instructor
at the College. He served as
biology teacher at Union High
School from 2006-2011 and
taught eighth-grade science
classes at Pilate Middle School
in Newton from 2003-06.
Prior to beginning a career
in education, Alexander held a
number of positions in private

industry, serving mostly as a
technical writer.
He is a member of the Board
of Directors of the Newton Theatre Company and has acted in
several productions.
Alexander attends First Presbyterian Church in Union.
A 1977 graduate of Beulah
Hubbard High School, Alexander continued his education at
the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, where
he received a bachelor’s degree
in psychology in 1980 and later
earned a master’s degree in
biology in 2006.
He is married to the former
Cindy Fulton of Little Rock and
they have four children. Beth
is a news anchor/reporter with

ALEXANDER

WHLT in Hattiesburg; Laura is
a surgical technician at Anderson’s Hospital in Meridian; Anna
is junior public relations major
at Mississippi State University
in Starkville; and William is a
homeschooled senior.

Lucas Named EC Network Administrator
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Anders Named ECCC Early
Childhood Education Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Sheri H. Anders of Meridian was recently selected
Early Childhood Education
instructor at East Central
Community College, announced ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin.
Anders, who began her
new duties on Aug. 15, 2011,
previously served since
2009 as the early childhood
research coordinator of MS
Building Blocks in Jackson,
a program promoting early
childhood education.
Her teaching experience includes serving as
an adjunct instructor in
the College of Education at
Mississippi State UniversityMeridian from 2008-2010; an
adjunct online instructor in
child development technology for Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College from
2006-08; and child development technology program
coordinator from 2001-2005
at Meridian Community College, where she served as
an adjunct instructor in child

development technology
from 1999-2001.
She is also a former
program director of the
Early Childhood Institute at
Mississippi State University
in Starkville, a position she
held from 2005 to 2009. Her
duties included coordinating
the CDA Scholarship Program, working with Mississippi Head Start Association,
and the U.S. Department of
Education as a site coordinator for multi-state research
project. In addition, she is
the current president of the
Mississippi Early Childhood
Association.
A 1993 graduate of Madison Central high school, Anders attended Holmes Community College in Ridgeland
and continued her education
at Mississippi State University in Starkville, where she
received a bachelor’s degree
in human development and
family studies with an emphasis in Child Life in 1997.
She moved to Meridian after she completed an internship at Hasbro’s Children’s

Jeff Lucas of Philadelphia
was recently selected Network Administrator at East
Central Community College,
announced ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin.
Lucas, who began his new
duties on Aug. 8, 2011, previously served the College as a
Community Based Job Training
(CBJT) Technology Specialist
since December 2010.
Prior to joining the ECCC
staff, Lucas served as senior
technology support analyst at
PACCAR Engine Company in

LUCAS

Columbus. He has held similar
computer technician positions
at Mississippi State University
in Starkville and at Premier

Election Solutions in Jackson.
He is also a former computer
instructor at Central Academy
in Macon, from 2002-06.
A graduate of Weir High
School, Lucas is a magna cum
laude graduate of MSU, where
he received a bachelor’s degree in general business with
a concentration in information
systems.
He is married to Bethany Lucas, who teaches business and
computer technology courses
at the Philadelphia/Neshoba
County Career-Technical Center,
a division of ECCC.

ANDERS

Hospital in Providence, R.I.
Anders continued her
studies at MSU-Meridian
where she received a master’s degree in community
counselor education in 2001
and an educational specialist
degree in school counselor
education in 2007.
Anders is currently working on her dissertation to
receive her doctorate of philosophy in curriculum and
instruction with an emphasis
in early childhood education.
She is married to Kevin
Anders and they have two
sons, Paxton, nine; and Avery, seven.

Jackson Named ECCC
Sociology Instructor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
James Jackson of Brandon
was recently selected sociology
instructor at East Central Community College, announced
ECCC President Dr. Phil A.
Sutphin.
Jackson, who began his
new duties on Aug. 15, 2011,
previously served in the same
position the past year at Holmes Community College on
the Ridgeland and Grenada
campuses. He was an adjunct
sociology instructor at Holmes
for two years prior to assuming full-time teaching duties.
In addition, he has held several
instructional positions over an
eight-year period, including a
three-year stint at Delta State
University in Cleveland, where
he was assistant professor of
music.

A licensed minister of music,
Jackson has also held faithbased positions in church
administration, music and
youth. He is also a songwriter/
composer.
In 1996 he was an AMERICORPS volunteer in the Mississippi Delta. His community service also includes serving as a
little league baseball coach for
the Northwest Rankin Athletic
Association and Jackson-Metro
YMCA.
In addition to his teaching
duties, Jackson continues to
serve as CEO /Owner of JimmyTone Records and Productions
since 1989.
A 1987 graduate of Greenwood High School, Jackson
continued his education at
Delta State University, where he
received a Bachelor of Administration degree in 1991 and

Mark Your Calendar
for

Community College
Recognition Day
JACKSON

a Master of Education degree
in social science education in
1996.
He is married to the former
Beverly Reed of Tullahoma,
Tenn. They have two sons, Reed
and Logan.

November 7, 2011
www.statement.msstate.edu
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2011 ECCC Warrior Football Team: Members of the 2011 Warrior football team at East Central Community College and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) strong safety Dennis

Thames (1), Louisville; wide receiver KeiVondre Watford (2), Tuscaloosa Central; defensive back Jonathan Scott (3), Seabreeze (Dayton Beach, Florida); wide receiver Corey Collier (4), Tuscaloosa County;
running back Lavadius Lyles (5), Forest; wide receiver Zach Pendleton (6), Forest Hill; wide receiver/defensive back Reggie Hall (7), Neville (Monroe, LA); wide receiver Greg Timmons (8), Eisenhower (Houston,
Texas); wide receiver Brock Hall (9), Paul W. Bryant (Tuscaloosa, AL); quarterback Jesse Blakemore (10), The Veritas School (Ridgeland); and linebacker Ricky Cavanaugh (11), LBJ (Austin, Texas) ; (second
row, from left) wide receiver Deonte Harper (12), Morton; quarterback Mitch Manley (13), Pittsburg (Leesburg, Texas); defensive back Ben Brooks (14), Northeast Lauderdale; linebacker Darius Wren (15), West
Lauderdale; running back Ike Cherry (16), Gautier; quarterback Shelby Moseley (17), Southeast Lauderdale; linebacker Jeremy Morgan (18), Philadelphia; linebacker Martin Wilson (19), Neshoba Central; defensive back Georgio Grace (21), Philadelphia; running back Jaabir Stephens (22), Hillcrest (Tuscaloosa, AL); and wide receiver/defensive back Freeman Gray (23), Tunica Academy;(third row, from left) defensive
back Dominique Carter (24), Nanih Waiya; cornerback Za Reese (26), Morton; running back Terrance Dentry (28), New Hope (Columbus, MS); defensive back Tim Oster (30), Ocean Springs; linebacker Tyrone
Williams (32), Thomasville (Georgia); defensive end Josh Martin (34), Paul W. Bryant (Tuscaloosa, AL); defensive back Steffon Fuller (35), Kemper County; linebacker Trey Wynn (36), Hillcrest (Tuscaloosa, AL);
linebacker Tarus White (38), South Leake; and punter Rob Moffitt (39) Winston Academy; (fourth row, from left) linebacker Stephen Gray (40), Tunica Academy; kicker Dylan Alford (42) Leake Academy, linebacker Tyler Robinson (43), Newton County; linebacker Austin Conn (44), Mize; linebacker Chris Ficklin (45), Scott Central; linebacker Zach Conn (47), Mize; defensive end/tight end Parker Jones (48), Winston
Academy; offensive lineman Tate Rogers (51), Louisville; offensive lineman Remund Jackson (52), Tuscaloosa County; and offensive lineman Paul Kiruman (53), Tuscaloosa County; (fifth row, from left) offensive lineman Park Stevens (62), New Hope; offensive lineman Brandon Milner (64), Pillow Academy (Greenwood); offensive lineman Johnny Kight (65) and offensive lineman Mackenzie Lee (66), both of Nanih
Waiya; offensive lineman Andre Lucious (70), Tuscaloosa County; offensive lineman Dustin Tubby (71), Neshoba Central; offensive lineman Bart Whigham (72), Northview (Dothan, AL); offensive lineman Justin
Kilpatrick (73), Neshoba Central; offensive lineman Shaquille Patrick (74), Scott Central; and defensive lineman Semisi Tupou (75), Orange (Long Beach, CA); (sixth row, from left) wide receiver Ronnie McMillan
(80), Tuscaloosa County; defensive end Maher Bradford (81), Scott Central; wide receiver Cameron Stowers (82), Forest; offensive lineman Lakenneth Weidmann (83), South Leake; defensive back/wide receiver
Jimmie Broomfield (86), Scott Central; defensive lineman Bradley Dorsey (90), Morton; defensive lineman Jacob Gilbert (94), Neshoba Central; defensive lineman Darnell Hughes (95), Forest; defensive end
Vodrick Lucious (96), Tuscaloosa County; defensive tackle Cody Parkes (97), Nanih Waiya; and defensive tackle Kalvin Smith (98) Newton County; and (back row, from left) coaches Kyle Watson (offensive line/
special teams), Antwon Courington (wide receivers), Blake Frazier (defensive coordinator), Brian Anderson (head coach and offensive coordinator), Keith Houston (defensive backs), Derek Pouncey (defensive
line) and Jarvis Cole (defensive intern).

Mistakes Costly in EC’s 40-27 Season Opening Loss
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Turnovers proved costly for
East Central Community College’s Warriors who compiled
more yardage and first downs
but were outscored 40-27 by
Northeast Mississippi Community College in the 2011 season
opener September 1 at Tiger
Stadium in Booneville.
Freshman quarterback Mitch
Manley put up impressive numbers in his debut as the Warrior
signal caller, completing 17 of
32 passes for 210 yards and
three touchdowns. However,
the former standout from Pittsburgh (Texas) High School also
threw three interceptions. The
Warrior offense also lost possession on four of seven fumbles.
The Warrior offense amassed
321 yards compared to 204 for
Northeast. EC had a 17-7 advantage in first downs.
Despite the loss, head coach
Brian Anderson saw many
bright spots regarding his
team’s performance.
“I know without a shadow of
a doubt we have a much better
team this year,” said the thirdyear head coach. “I was proud
of the way we responded in the
third quarter to great diversity
against a solid play-off contender. We went on the road
with a young football team
against a sophomore-laden
squad with 18 returning starters. You simply cannot make
the mistakes we made last
(Thursday) night. On a positive
note, we had seven turnovers,
a muffed punt and a safety yet
still had a chance to win the
ball game. Our effort was superb… we must clean up a few
things….and we will compete
with anyone.”
East Central began the nondivision battle with an impressive game-opening drive, set

up by Reggie Hall’s 23-yard
kickoff return to the Warrior
40. However the march stalled
at the Northeast 26 and Jacob
Carpenter’s 44-yard field goal
attempt was unsuccessful. Hall
is a product of Neville High
School in Monroe, La., and Carpenter hails from Winona.
The Warriors’ subsequent
possession resulted in points
for Northeast, as Tiger linebacker Cortney Sutton of Southaven
scooped up an EC fumble and
raced 16 yards to pay dirt with
8:53 remaining in the opening
stanza. Taylor Earhart of Olive
Branch added the first of four
PATS for a 7-0 advantage.
Northeast stretched its lead
to 14-0 early in the second
quarter when quarterback
Bryan Steele of Olive Branch
hooked up with receiver Donte’
Barksdale of Southaven on a
65-yard scoring play.
East Central cut the lead to
14-7 on its next possession,
thanks to a 46-yard TD strike
from Manley to receiver Jimmie Broomfield of Scott Central
with 12:35 left before halftime.
Carpenter added the PAT.
Northeast responded with
another score, as receiver Tres
Houston of Atlanta hauled in a
24-yard TD pass from quarterback Parks Frazier with 10:08
remaining until the break for a
21-7 lead.
The Tigers added a safety
and a field goal in the final moments of the first half to extend
their lead to 26-7. The safety
was set by Frazier’s 38-yard
punt that penned EC on its
two-yard-line. Dennis Thames
of Louisville was tackled in the
end zone on the first play from
scrimmage with 1:25 left. The
field goal – a 20-yarder from
Earhart – came with five seconds left and was the result of a
Warrior fumble.

Third period action began
with Northeast finding the end
zone on a 14-yard fumble return from defensive back Devin
Lindsey of Baldwyn with 12:53
left in the third quarter.
Now down 33-7, the Warriors
rallied for two quick scores in
the third stanza to get within 13
points of the host Tigers.
The first tally came on a 26yard run by Thames, capping
a 64-yard, six-play drive with
10:02 left. Key plays during the
march included seven and fouryard runs by LaVadius Lyles of
Forest and a 19-yard scamper
by Manley. The PAT was not
successful.
The second score was the
result of a 28-yard scoring strike
from Manley to Reggie Hall at
the 7:51 mark. The score was
set up by Broomfield’s 18-yard
punt return followed by a personal foul on the Tigers, which
gave EC possession on the
Northeast 26. Carpenter’s PAT
cut the lead to 33-20.
However, Northeast regained
its three-score advantage when
Frazier and receiver Markie
Dukes of Oxford combined talents on a 28-yard scoring pass
play and a 40-20 advantage
with 27 seconds left in the third
stanza.
The final points on the
scoreboard were added by EC
following Manley’s 30-yard TD
toss to receiver Brock Hall with
11:29 left in the game. Hall is a
product of Paul W. Bryant High
School in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
STATISTICS
East Central had 111 yards
rushing, led by Thames’s six carries for 50 yards and one score,
and Lyles’s nine carries for 50
yards.
On the receiving end of
Manley’s passes were Broomfield, three for 77 yards and one
score; Reggie Hall, four for 36

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Warrior Defense!: A host of East Central defenders led by defensive lineman Semisi Tupou (75)

bring down a Northeast running back during the season-opening contest September 1 in Booneville.
Tupou is a 6-4, 400-pound product of Orange High School in Long Beach, Calif. Other Warrior defenders include, from left, linebacker Chris Ficklin (45) and defensive linemen Kalvin Smith (98), a product of
Newton County High School. The Warriors were outscored 40-27 in the non-division matchup.  
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Thames Rambles for
Yardage: Dennis Thames (1)

of Louisville earns positive yardage during East Central Community College’s season-opening
contest September 1 at Northeast Mississippi Community
College in Booneville. Thames,
a sophomore, had six carries
for 50 yards, which included a
26-yard TD run, in his debut as
a Warrior. EC was outscored 4027 in the non-division contest.   

yards and one score; Brock Hall,
one for 28 yards and one score;
Lyles, two for 25 yards; Deonte’
Harper of Morton, two for 21
yards; Corey Collier of Tuscaloosa County, one for five yards;
and Zach Pendleton, one for
four yards.

Rob Moffit of Winston Academy had one punt for 39 yards.
Reggie Hall had two kickoff
returns for 52 yards and Jerrell Priester of Fairfax (Virginia)
High School had two kickoff
returns for 51 yards. Broomfield returned one punt for 18

yards and a kickoff return for 32
yards.
Thames led the defense in
tackles with four solo stops
and one assist. Semisi Tupou of
Orange (Calif.) High School had
three tackles and one assist.
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EXTRAORDINARY ATHLETE

Tupou Adjusts to Mississippi Life at ECCC
By JUSTIN SNOW
Staff Writer

Whether football, baseball
or tennis, ECCC is sure to have a
competitive edge this year with
many
new recruits on
Warrior
athletics from
across
the
country.
Joining the
Warriors
on the
gridiron
JUSTIN SNOW
Staff Writer
this year
is Semisi
Tupou, pronounced Sam-ee-see
Too-Po, a native of Bonaparte,
California and a transfer sophomore from Cherritos College
in Norwalk, Ca. Semisi, who
was an All American Offensive
Guard at Cherritos College, will
be changing to Defense this
fall, where he will play tackle for
the Warriors. Standing at just
over 6 feet tall, he might, at first
glance, appear quiet and intimidating, but in a recent interview
with him, it was revealed that
he is actually not as fierce as
might first be expected. He is
very outgoing and had many
things to say about the changes
he encountered upon transferring to East Central Community
College.
JS: Why did you select East
Central Community College
and what brought you to Decatur?
ST: I was actually recruited to

come here in the fall by Coach
Frazier on a football scholarship.
JS: Some people might
suspect your nationality as
American Samoan. Is this correct or is your heritage another
ethnicity?
ST: I am actually of Tongan
descent; it is very similar to
American Samoan but it is
actually a completely different
nationality. The Tongan people
have their own island in the
south pacific near Fiji and New
Zealand. Our government is a
monarchy rather than a Democratic one. We have a king and
we have different customs and
language from the Samoan
people.
JS: Have you ever visited the
Tongan Island?
ST: No, I have not ever been
there. I was supposed to go
there last Christmas for a family
reunion, but our team at Cherritos College made it to the layoffs; and so I had an obligation
to my school and my team.
JS: Do you observe any customs, holidays, or religions with
ties to your Tongan heritage
while attending school here at
ECCC?
ST: No, not really. In terms of
religion, I am actually Methodist. While I was at Cherritos, I
attended the First United Methodist Church in Santa Anna.
JS: What is your major and
what are your plans for the
future?
ST: I am a sophomore premed major; I would like to work
in the medical field after graduation. Also, my grandfather is a
seventh generation Methodist

pastor and I hope to follow in
his footsteps as an eighth generation Methodist pastor.
JS: How long have you been
here in Decatur and what has
been the biggest change since
arriving here?
ST: I have been here about
a month getting ready for
football. The biggest change
is probably the lifestyle. In
the neighborhoods around
where I lived in California, it’s
not as laid back as it is around
here. You have to watch what
kind of clothes you wear, the
colors and symbols and stuff
like that. Around here, it’s not
a big deal. Everybody is just
cool. There doesn’t seem to be
as much racial tension between
people. I’ve also had to get
used to people being so nice;
it’s like people have an entirely
different attitude here. There’s
so much hospitality and everybody says “hi.” I’m used to hearing a lot of traffic and seeing
lots and lots of people outside.
It’s just really different here. It’s
always so quiet and the people
are all really cool and laid back
and everybody is really cool
with everybody. I’m not really
used to this whole small town
thing. It’s really cool, but not
what I’m used to.
JS: So what do you think
about the weather here in the
South?
ST: That was another thing
that really took some getting
used to. Where I’m from in
California, there is no humidity
like there is here. It’s a dry heat.
The hottest it gets is about
90-95 and it actually gets cold
out there around this time of

year. It was a major factor as
far as adjusting and especially
at practices and probably the
games, too. It makes me miss
the beach and having my own
pool and I was hoping there
would be a pool on campus
here somewhere but there isn’t.
So, you just have to deal with
the heat and that hasn’t been
very easy.
JS: Other than your pool and
the beach, what else do you
miss most about home?
ST: Mainly, my family. I miss
my girlfriend and my son, King,
who turned 2 on August 29th.
JS: How do you spend your
downtime here in Mississippi?
Have any of the people that live
here taken you hunting, fishing, mud riding or out to do any
other “redneck” stuff? Have you
been to visit anywhere while in
Decatur?
ST: No, no “redneck” stuff
(with a laugh). I just like to
chill, and I do mean chill, hot
as it is here. I spend a lot of
my time on Skype talking to
people back at home when I’m
not in class or in practice and
I spend a lot of time hanging
out with the guys from the
team. Mostly, I am handling my
time here like a business trip. I
am here to play ball and go to
school. My business is education first and athletics second.
As far as visiting, I haven’t really
been anywhere. When I arrived, I flew into Jackson and
Coach Frazier met me there at
the airport. I took a little tour of
the State Capitol but other than
that, I haven’t gone visiting any
other cities.
JS: Tell me something about

EXTRAORDINARY COACH

On August 4, Coach Justin Brewer joined
the coaching staff at East Central Community College. Coach Brewer is now the new
pitching coach for the Diamond Warriors
and holds very promising characteristics
and talent that may lead to a championship for EC. Brewer is an extraordinary
coach and a role model for athletes that are
still unsure about their major or dreams to
take their talent to a
higher level.
Brewer is a native
of Clarkdale and
attended Clarkdale
High School where
his career as a lefthanded pitcher
started. During
high school, Brewer
received All-State
and All-District his
senior year. HowRACHEL RAMIREZ
ever, he also played
Opinions Editor
basketball in high
school, but his desire to pursue his love for
baseball took over. Upon graduation from
Clarkdale High School, Brewer attended
Meridian Community College where he
played as a left-handed pitcher, and helped
lead MCC to two consecutive appearances
in the College World Series. Coach Brewer
obtained an associate’s degree at MCC in
2005 and furthered his education at Mississippi State University where he received a
bachelor’s of arts and sciences with emphasis in history and physical education.
According to Brewer, his inspiration to
become a coach was from a shoulder injury
he sustained in 2003.
“I played baseball all my life and took for
granted what a blessing it was to be able to
play at the places I did,” Brewer said, “ After
my injury took place I realized that no part

of me wanted to be away from the game.
It was life for me; I did not acknowledge
anything else.”
Coach Brewer’s coaching career started
in 2004-2005 as a volunteer assistant
high school baseball coach at Lamar High
School in Meridian. In 2006-2008, Brewer
became assistant coach at Starkville Academy , then in 2008-2009 he became head
coach and oversaw a pitching staff that
earned a 3.27 run average in more than
200 innings worked. Several of Brewer’s
players received AAA All-North MPSA and
First and Second-Team honors.
Prior to becoming a part of the Diamond
Warrior staff, he served the past two years
as assistant baseball coach at Copiah-Lincoln Community College, where he worked
with catchers and pitchers and was the first
base coach as well as a recruiting coordinator and field maintenance. Brewer is also
a former head coach of the Mississippi
Prospects summer league squad located
in Mathiston. The Prospects Organization
finished the season ranked the number
one in Mississippi and 29th in the nation
among summer baseball programs by
Perfect Game.
When asked if he was content with
being an assistant coach and remaining
one, he said, “For now, yes. Any coach will
admit that they learn stuff on a daily basis;
however I am having too much fun right
now learning and have came to a conclusion that there is much more for me to
learn about the game before I am ready to
become head coach of any team.”
Brewer is the son of Johnny and Carol
Brewer of Meridian and brother of Kevin
Brewer. Brewer said his role models in life
have always been his parents, who he said
have taught and continues to teach him
lessons on life in several ways. Brewer said
his father has always been a hardworking
man who was able to provide for his family
and Coach Brewer hopes that when the

yourself to help the people
here at EC get to know you a
little better as a person. What
is your favorite food and movie
and what is your favorite thing
about life here in Mississippi
while you are at ECCC?
ST: My favorite food is
definitely Chinese. I have been
missing it because I haven’t
gotten to go eat Chinese food
anywhere yet. My favorite
movie is Planet of The Apes:
Rise of The Apes. My favorite
thing about living in Mississippi
would have to be how it so quiet here and life always seems
to be at ease. The people are
really nice and friendly.
JS: What is your least favorite
thing about life here in Mississippi?
ST: Definitely the weather
and especially the heat (with a
laugh). That one’s going to take
some definite getting used to.
It’s always hot!
JS: How is the team looking

this year? What are your predictions for the upcoming season?
ST: The team is looking really
good. We have a couple areas
that we need to work on here
and there, but that’s any team.
We really came together at
camp during the summer and
so the team is very strong; we
are working together, working
hard and looking forward to a
great season.
JS: What are your impressions of the coaching staff and
the football program here at
ECCC thus far?
ST: The coaching staff is
great. They are helping us
develop our game and as players very well. They are providing great leadership and it is
showing up with the players.
The effort everyone is giving is
awesome. Everyone is working
hard and the morale among
the players is really strong. We
are looking to take it all the way
this year.

Getting to Know the Staff: ‘Coach Jack’

From True Blue to Bleeding Gold & Black
By RACHEL RAMIREZ
Opinions Editor

JUSTIN SNOW/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Finding his home away from home at East Central Community College is Semisi Tupou, a Warrior football player from California.

BREWER

time comes, he will be able to do the same.
When Brewer is not outside in the hot
sun coaching his team, he said you can
find him behind a duck blind, deer stand
or stroking away on the golf course. If the
Boston Red Sox are playing then more than
likely he is sitting in front of the television
cheering on his favorite baseball team, he
added. Although he does not have a favorite player, he does enjoy seeing players
work hard and achieve their goals.
Brewer said, “I will always be the fan of
the guy who was always told he couldn’t
and he turned around and proved everybody wrong.”
Coach Brewer’s mentors, Michael Federico and Chad Caillet, coaches from the
University of Mississippi, taught him how
to be mature, how to respect the game,
but most importantly respect others. While
Coach Keith Case, head coach at Co-Lin,
taught him that there are many more important things in the game of baseball that
as coaches they are required to teach their
players.
Coach Brewer said he became assistant
coach for the Diamond Warriors because
the first thing that crossed his mind was
that he would not have to worry about trying to figure out how to get all the athletes
out in their lineup. He also said it was a
great opportunity for him to work for a
quality institution and be a part of a strong
coaching staff with Coach Holliman and
Coach Edmonson.
Brewer said, “Both are highly respected,
not only in our conference but across the
southeastern United States.”

By RACHEL RAMIREZ
Opinions Editor
East Central Community College Diamond Warrior assistant
baseball coach Jack Edmonson is one of the new additions to
the ECCC staff. Edmonson was a former student athlete at ECCC
and advanced his education at Mississippi Valley State University, where he
played baseball. Here are a few facts
about the new assistant coach. Enjoy.
Q: Who is your favorite baseball
team?
A: My favorite baseball team is the
Tampa Bay Rays because of the young
athletic team they put together each
year. They are young, athletic and very
exciting to watch. They seem to play
more of a college style baseball game at
the professional level.
Q: Who inspired you to coach?
A: I was inspired to become a coach
by several of the people who coached
EDMONSON
and taught me throughout my life. Some
of these people taught me about strategy, some taught me about
working hard, and some taught me about life. All three of these things
are very important to me as I mature as a person and as a coach
Q: Did you play any other sports besides baseball in high
school? If so why did you choose to follow baseball instead of
the other sports?
A: Throughout high school, I participated in football, basketball
and baseball every year. Baseball has always been my favorite sport. I
have always been interested in the fundamentals, rules and strategies
of the game.
Q: What are some of your hobbies?
A: When I have an opportunity to get away from the baseball diamond, I love going to the Mississippi delta to go duck hunting, playing
a round of golf and grilling good food.
Q: What are your expectations for this year’s team?
A: I am very excited about the team this year because of the athletic ability we have at each position. We are a very young team this
year, but young is exciting. Our incoming guys will have to learn to
compete for us to maximize our potential as a team. I expect us to be
a very solid defensive team, who is very tough to pitch to from the top
to the bottom of the line-up.
Q: What advice would you give a future coach or baseball
player?
A: I would tell any future coach or player to never stop learning
and to stress our team motto, “Everything Counts.” If a person goes
through life believing that everything they do counts in some way, I
believe they will be successful and they can have a positive influence.
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Promoting JUCO Athletics: Mike Frazer of JUCO WEEKLY addresses athletic department representatives from the state’s community and junior colleges at the second annual Statewide Football and
Soccer Media Luncheon held August 3, at the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Museum in Jackson. Frazer said the event is designed “to promote the two-year colleges’ talented athletes, renowned
coaches and the distinguished institutions that have proved to be recognition-worthy over the years.”
Scoring updates, game results, stats and other sports news are available on the JUCO WEEKLY web
site, www.jucoweekly.org.
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ECCC Intramural Softball Runners-Up: “Vodoo” took runner-up honors in the intramural soft-

ball competition held at East Central Community College. Team members include (kneeling from left)
Caleb Kelly, Louisville; Tony Sistrunk and Jeremy Hunter, both of Sebastopol; Jacob Schaub, Forest;
and Channing Bucklew, Louisville; and (standing from left) Jordan Vance, Natchez; Chris Covington,
Drew Smith, Brett Kitchens and Daniel Thompson, all of Louisville; Jesse Holloway, Decatur; and Scott
Ming, Louisville. Coach Scott Hill serves as director of intramurals.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

McDill Inks ECCC Golf
Scholarship: Lee McDill

(seated center), a standout
golfer at Newton County High
School, is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue
his career at East Central Community College. McDill received
District 5, Division 4-4A Golf
Tournament Medalist honors in
2010 and earned team medalist recognition the past three
years. He was chosen on the
All-District Team from 2008-11.
Pictured with the new Warrior
linkster are his parents, Teresa
and Wayne McDill of Decatur,
and standing is Chris Clark,
ECCC golf coach.   

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Student-Athletes Receiving NJCAA Academic Honors: These student-athletes

who recently graduated from East Central Community College in Decatur are recipients of various
honors from the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA). Honorees and their respective
sports area include (seated from left) Anna Alexander (tennis) of Little Rock, NJCAA Pinnacle Award
for Academic Excellence (4.0 GPA); Monica Vincent (soccer) of Decatur, Kasie Buckley (softball) and
Summer Alexander (softball), both of Little Rock, Lauren Nicholas (softball), Sarah Breland (softball)
and Abbie Joiner (softball), all of Philadelphia, NJCAA Award for Superior Academic Achievement (3.8 3.99); and (standing from left) Jessica Harrison (soccer) of Little Rock, Walt Stinson (tennis) of Philadelphia and Chelsea Jones (softball) of Enterprise, also recipients of NJCAA Award for Superior Academic
Achievement; and Brooke Boulton (soccer) of Newton, Joel McKee (baseball) of Philadelphia, Kathryn
White (soccer) of Meridian, Joey Walker (soccer) of Hickory, Bobby Bryan (baseball) of Crossett, Ark.
and Vincent Kortbawi (baseball) of Moundville, Ala., recipients of the NJCAA Award for Exemplary Academic Achievement (3.6 - 3.79). Not pictured are Tyler Brant (baseball) of Southaven, NJCAA Award for
Superior Academic Achievement; and Polly Vaughn (soccer) of Decatur, NJCAA Award for Exemplary
Academic Achievement. The outstanding student-athletes were recognized for their academic success
at the College’s 82nd Commencement held May 14, 2011, at the Neshoba County Coliseum in Philadelphia.  

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Harrison Honored by ECCC Baseball Team: Ricky Harrison (second from left), longtime supporter of the East Central Community College baseball program and career-technical faculty member,
was honored during pre-game activities of the Diamond Warriors’ regular season finale with Southwest
Mississippi Community College April 28 at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex. Harrison, who tossed the
ceremonial first-pitch to begin the contest, was presented with a framed jersey that includes the number
he wore as a pitcher/third baseman on the 1976-78 squads. He was a standout member on the Warrior
football team. Harrison is retiring in May as drafting instructor after 29 years of service. Participating in
the ceremony were (from left) Neal Holliman, head baseball coach; assistants Hunter Vick and Michael
Avalon and sophomore Diamond Warrior Jeremy May of Little Rock, a product of Newton County High
School. May, a sophomore catcher/infielder/outfielder, is a longtime friend of Harrison and was catcher
for the ceremonial first-pitch.

McKee Presented
Academic Honor
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Joel McKee of Philadelphia was recently recognized for his academic
success as a member of the
East Central Community
College baseball team.

McKee, a sophomore,
received the team’s Scholar
Athlete Award at the Spring
Sports Banquet held May 4,
2011.
McKee is a product
of Neshoba Central High
School.

Brewer Selected ECCC
Assistant Baseball Coach
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Justin Brewer is the new
assistant baseball coach at East
Central Community College, announced Neal Holliman, head
coach.
“We are extremely excited to
have Justin join our staff at East
Central,” said Coach Holliman.
“I have had the opportunity to
associate with Coach Brewer
over the past 10 years and have
always been impressed with his
ability to recruit and communicate with athletes.”
Holliman said Brewer will
also “bring a sense of newness
to our program, which initiates
new ideas, energy and commitment.” He added, “Change
always brings adjustment and
we will work diligently to establish the consistency necessary
for success.”
Brewer, who began his new
duties on Aug. 4, 2011, succeeds Michael Avalon who was
recently named head baseball
coach at Mississippi Delta Community College in Moorhead.
Prior to joining the ECCC Diamond Warrior program, Brewer
served the past two years as
assistant baseball coach at
Copiah-Lincoln Community

College in Wesson. His duties
included working with pitchers
and catchers on a daily basis,
serving as first base coach and
recruiting coordinator and field
maintenance.
Brewer served as head baseball coach at Starkville Academy in 2008-09 and oversaw
a pitching staff that compiled
a 3.27 earned run average in
more than 200 innings worked.
Several players received AAA
All-North MPSA First- and
Second-Team honors following
the 2009 campaign. He earlier
served as assistant baseball
coach in 2006-08.
The new Diamond Warrior
assistant is also a former head
coach of the Mississippi Prospects summer league squad
located in Mathiston. Under
his leadership, the Prospects
organization finished the
season ranked number one in
Mississippi and 29th in the nation among summer baseball
programs by Perfect Game.
Brewer began his coaching
career as a volunteer assistant
high school baseball coach at
Lamar School in Meridian in
2004-05.
Brewer was a standout
baseball player at Clarkdale

Nicholas Receives
Academic Award
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Lauren Nicholas of Philadelphia was recently recognized for her academic success as a member of the East
Central Community College
state championship softball
team.

Nicholas, a sophomore,
was presented the team’s
Academic Award at the annual Spring Sports Banquet
held May 4, 2011.
Nicholas is a product
of Neshoba Central High
School.

BREWER

High School and Meridian Community College. A left-handed
pitcher, Brewer was an All-State
and All-District selection his
senior year at Clarkdale and
helped lead MCC to two consecutive appearances in the
College World Series.
Brewer received an associate’s degree at MCC in 2005
and continued his education at
Mississippi State University in
Starkville, where he received a
Bachelors of Arts and Sciences
with emphasis in history and
physical education.
He is currently pursuing an
online master’s degree in guidance counseling at the University of West Alabama.
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Courington joins Football Staff
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Antwon Courington is a
recent addition to the football
coaching staff at East Central
Community College, announced Brian Anderson, head
coach.
Courington, whose main
responsibility will be coaching wide receivers, previously
served as a volunteer coach at
his alma mater, Walker High
School in Jasper, Ala., where
he was an honorable mention
All-State receiver in 2001. His
duties included coaching wide
receivers and assisting with the
passing offense. He is also a
former player/coach for the San
Angelo Stampede Express.
Courington was a three-year

starter at receiver for the University of Southern Mississippi
and helped lead the Golden
Eagles to the Conference USA
title in 2003. He suffered a
season-ending injury midway
in his senior year. His most
productive season was in 2004,
when he made 47 catches for
659 yards and five touchdowns.
He continued his career in
the Arena Football League in
2007 as a member of the Frisco
Thunder and led the team in
touchdowns scored with 30.
He was chosen for the All-Star
Game in 2008.
Courington later joined the
Tennessee Valley Vipers but following an injury early in season
action he accepted an offer
from the San Angelo Stampede
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Dowell Inks ECCC Golf
Scholarship: Evan Dowell

(seated), a former golf standout
at Carthage High School, is
shown signing a national letter
of intent to continue his career at
East Central Community College. Dowell earned All-District
honors his senior year. Pictured
with the new Warrior linkster
are (standing from left) parents
Stanley and Renee Dowell of
Carthage, and ECCC golf coach
Chris Clark.

COURINGTON

Express to serve as player/
coach. He only appeared in
seven games at San Angelo but
amassed 14 touchdown receptions and two passing scores.
His playing career ended following another injury in 2009.
He has an infant daughter,
Maysia Courington.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Men’s Soccer Team: Members of the 2011 East Cen-

tral Community College men’s soccer team and their respective high
schools include (ﬁrst row, from left) forwards Erik Dries (1) of Gulfport and Frederick Davis (2) of Jackson Jim Hill; midﬁelders Tre Wilson (3) of Warren Central, Josh Scaﬁde (4) of Long Beach, McGee
Ledbetter (5) of Heritage Academy in Columbus and Jose Aju (6) of
Eupora; forwards Andrew Hughes (7) of West Harrison HS in Gulfport and Nathan Howell (8) of McNairy Central in Middleton, Tenn.;
and defender Joey Lawn (9) of West Lauderdale; (second row,
from left) defender Bryor Shorter (11) of Florence; forwards Drew
Norman (12) of Florence and Tyravian Miller (13) of Moss Point;
midﬁelder Javon Campbell (14) of Oxford; defender Tyler Reeves
(15) of Newton County; midﬁelder Clay Aikens (16) of McLaurin;
forward Miguel Medrano (17) of East Ascension HS, Gonzales, La.;
midﬁelder Luis Hernandez (18) of Paul W. Bryant HS, Tuscaloosa;
defenders Marshall White (19) of Long Beach and Ryne Riebock
(20) of Florence; defender/midﬁelder Jared Walker (21) of Greenville
St. Joe; and (third row, from left) forward/midﬁelder Cody Myrick (22)
of Nanih Waiya; forward Terrell Forte (23) of Newton County; keeper
Jordan Galvin (24) of Long Beach; forward DeShawn Kitchens (25)
of Florence; keepers Jared Canoy (00) of West Harrison and Jacob
Norman (99) of Gulfport; managers Kyle Gentry of Neshoba Central,
Kenneth Smith of Greenville St. Joe, Ryan Moore of Enterprise and
Tiana Grover of Newton County Academy; and head coach Kenneth
Thompson.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Lady Soccer Warriors: Members of the 2011 East Central Community College women’s

soccer team and their respective high schools include (ﬁrst row, from left) forward Carrie Rushing (3)
and midﬁelder/keeper Wendy McCracken (5), both of Newton County; defender T’Molia Curry-Jordan
(6), Tuscaloosa Central; keeper Lauren Shimfessel (1), Newton County Academy; midﬁelders Lynea
Moreland (7) of Newton County and Baleigh Germany (9) of West Lauderdale; and defender Claire
Tadlock (10), Newton County; (second row, from left) defender Erin Thornton (11), Newton County;
forward Jalesia Howell-el (12), Tuscaloosa Central; defender Nikki Cumberland (13), midﬁelder Emily
Lucy (14) and midﬁelder/defender Cayla Engle (15), all of Newton County; defender Holly Doyle (16),
McNairy Central, Ramer, Tenn.; forward Kelsey Tadlock (17), Newton County; midﬁelder Kristen Nettles
(18), East Rankin Academy; and defender Haley Covert (20), West Lauderdale; and (back row, from left)
managers Ryan Moore of Enterprise, Kyle Gentry of Neshoba Central, Kenneth Smith of Greenville St.
Joe and Tiana Grover of Newton County Academy; and head coach Kenneth Thompson.

ECCC’s Most Valuable Golfer
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Luke Brown of Carthage was named East
Central Community College’s most valuable golf team member at the annual Spring
Sports Awards Banquet held May 4, 2011.
Brown also received MACJC All-State honors.

2011 Soccer Schedule

Friday, August 26
Tuesday, August 30
Friday, September 2
Tuesday, September 6
Friday, September 9
Wednesday, September 14
Friday, September 16
Tuesday, September 20
Friday, September 23
Tuesday, September 27
Friday, September 30
Tuesday, October 4
Friday, October 7
Wednesday, October 12
Friday, October 14
Tuesday, October 18

Co-Lin
Gulf Coast
Jones
Pearl River
Southwest
Hinds
Itawamba
Northwest
Holmes
Gulf Coast
Co-Lin
Southwest
Hinds
Itawamba
Northwest
Holmes

Decatur
Perkinston
Decatur
Poplarville
Summit
Decatur
Decatur
Senatobia
Decatur
Decatur
Wesson
Decatur
Raymond
Tupelo
Decatur
Ridgeland

East Central Community College

P. O. Box 129•Decatur, MS •1-877-462-3222 • www.eccc.edu

2/4
5/7
2/4
5/7
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
5/7
2/4
5/7
5/7
2/4
2/4

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
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Warrior Athletics

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Intramural Softball Champs: “Monstars” captured intramural softball honors follow-

ing competition held recently on the East Central Community College campus. Team members include
(kneeling from left) Chris Harris, Newton; John McDougle, Little Rock; Nikki Cumberland, Decatur; Bob
Roberts, Hickory; and Octavius Wallace, Union; and (standing from left) Joey Lawn, Meridian; Jared
Walker, Greenville; Joey Waker, Hickory; Tyler Cochran, Little Rock; Ethan Chance and Jackson Therrien, both of Newton: Wendy McCracken, Hickory; Trenton Evans, Newton; and Tyler Robinson, Hickory. Coach Scott Hill serves as director of intramurals.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Hundley Joins ECCC Golf Team: Standout golfer Justin Hundley (seated) of Philadelphia is

shown signing a national letter of intent to continue his career at East Central Community College.
Hundley was a two-time All-District selection at Neshoba Central High School, where he also received
most valuable player honors his senior year. Pictured with the new Warrior linkster are (standing from
left) parents Angela Hundley and Sammy Clemmons, Jr., of Philadelphia, and ECCC golf coach Chris
Clark.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Baseball Award
Winners: These East Central

Community College baseball players received team honors following
the 2011 season. From left are
third baseman Vincent Kortbawi,
a product of Hale County High
School in Moundville, Ala., most
valuable player; right-hander Brock
Ward of Louisville, most improved
pitcher; outﬁelder Tyler Brant of
Southaven, best defensive player;
outﬁelder Fred Hampton of Nanih
Waiya, most improved pitcher;
and southpaw Colton Mitchell of
Lake, most valuable pitcher. The
Diamond Warriors ﬁnished third in
the MACJC South Division en route
to a 28-20 record. Neal Holliman
serves as head coach.

You’ll Fi t
Right in

@Ole Miss!
It’s the right move

A

s a community college transfer, your move to The University
of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your
life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of
the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:
• Your academic course work during your first two years will plug
right into our bachelor’s degree programs and let you stay on track.
• Average junior- and senior-level classes at Ole Miss have 20-30
students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are
taking now.
• Our Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the
combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you
will need to finance your education.
• Our Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per
year for two years)! Transfer students with a 3.5 GPA on at least
48 transferable community college credit hours and membership
in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship.
Please contact Jason McCormick or Ty Allushuski in the Office of
Enrollment Services at 800-OLE-MISS (in Mississippi) or 662915-7226 for more details.
• Our Community College Excellence Scholarship is worth 1,000
a year (a total of 2,000 over your last two years). Community
College students with a 3.0 GPA on 48 transferable hours will
be eligible for this scholarship. Contact Jason McCormick or Ty
Allushuski in the Office of Enrollment Services at 662-915-7226
for more details.

Come and visit campus, talk with our faculty, staff and students,
and see how easy it will be to take the next step!
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Scenes from Welcome Back Week

Haunted House of Hoops
7 p.m. - Wednesday, Oct. 26
Brackeen-Wood Gymnasium
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Thanksgiving Break
Nov. 21-25
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ECCC Enrollment Reaches Record 3,223 Students
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Student enrollment has reached an
all-time high at East Central Community
College, according to David Case, Dean
of Admissions, Records and Research.
Case said 3,223 students registered
for the 2011 fall semester, a 7.7 percent
increase compared to the previous record of 2,992 students who signed up
for classes in the 2010 fall term.
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin
said the record enrollment is reflective
of the College’s mission “of serving students.”
“East Central continues to grow,” said

Dr. Sutphin,
now in his
12th-year
leading the
two-year institution. “I
think this is
testament
to the quality of our
programs
and the success of our
students as
they continue to pursue

CASE

their goals.”
Randall
E. Lee, who
serves
as
vice president of student services and leads
the College’s
recruiting effort, added:
“East Central
Community College is one
of the best

SUTPHIN

colleges in
the state and
we offer an
outstanding
product. Our
enrollment
continues
to grow because of the
combination
of low, low
costs and a
very highquality education.”
Case said

LEE

the record enrollment includes 2,667
students who reside in the College’s
support district, which includes Leake,
Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston
counties.
The largest number of students (752)
comes from Neshoba County followed
by Newton, 680; Scott, 499; Winston,
373; and Leake, 363.
Case said 556 students are from outof-district schools in Mississippi and 92
students are from other states.
For more information, contact David
Case at ECCC, 601-635-6406 or call toll
free, 877-462-3222, ext. 406. His e-mail
address is dcase@eccc.edu.

Wall O’ Sound on a Mission
to Space with Largest Band
in College History
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
For 30 years, East Central Community College’s Director of Bands,
Tom Carson has wowed the audience with an exciting marching
show and welcomes the largest band in
school history. This year is no exception
as the Wall O’ Sound travels to worlds
unknown with their halftime mission to
SPACE!
“Beginning my 30th year at ECC also
brings the largest marching band in the
college’s history. As a fan of outer space
type movies, this past spring I thought it
would be fun to combine several space
themed ideas into a show. As a result, I
combined several selections from Star
Trek to ET, with several fun surprises
along the way. This promises to be a very
fast moving and entertaining show for
CARSON
all ages!”
Ed Girling returns for his second year
as assistant band director and percussion instructor. Nichol Hillman is serving
her sixth year as choreographer/coordinator for the Centralettes, the dance line
for the Wall O’ Sound, and Janie Mayfield
begins her second year as color guard
coordinator. Calvin Griffin is serving his
first year as twirler instructor.
Also providing leadership and experience for the 2011 Wall O’ Sound band
program are head drum major Courtney
Mackey of Collinsville and assistant drum
majors Mathew Dempsey of Louisville,
Genny Brown of Union and Jacob King of
GIRLING
Sebastopol; drum captain Kelsey Ladner
of West Lauderdale; color guard captain Rachel Sharp of Louisville;
assistant color guard captain Tiffany Benson of Philadelphia; and

See BAND, PAGE 12

EC Mourns Death
of Scott McLemore
By Christina Nollie
Editor

The East Central Community College family mourns the death of
auto mechanics technology instructor
Scott McLemore of Chunky, who died
Friday, Sept. 16, 2011, in Jackson.
McLemore, 42, joined the College’s
career-technical faculty in 2003.
“Mr. McLemore was a longtime employee of the College,” said ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. “He always had
a pleasant word to say and taught many
students in his program over the years.
He will be missed.”
Roger Whitlock, who serves as Dean
of Workforce Education and Development, which includes career-technical
programs, described McLemore as a
MCLEMORE
“very caring” individual. “I knew Scott to
be a loyal, dependable, caring man in any role he played, whether
as husband, father or instructor,” said Whitlock. “He genuinely took
to heart the best interest of others –a worthy example to follow. I

See MCLEMORE, PAGE 12

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
2011 Homecoming Court: East Central Community College Homecoming Court members and their respective high schools include (from
left) freshman maid Kayleigh McCool of Philadelphia, sophomore maid Raychal Reed of Louisville, freshman maid Ronda Morris and queen
LaTia Peavy, both of Carthage; sophomore maid Bailee Viverette and maid of honor Ava Marie Adkins, both of Union; freshman maid Cydney Stuart of Philadelphia, sophomore maid Madison Nowell of Louisville and freshman maid Kristen Carson of Carthage.

ECCC Announces Homecoming Court
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community College recently
announced members of the 2011 Homecoming Court, following elections held in
September.
Honorees and their respective high
schools include queen LaTia Peavy of Carthage; maid of honor Ava Marie Adkins of
Union; sophomore maids Madison Nowell
and Raychal Reed, both of Louisville; and
Bailee Viverette of Union; and freshman
maids Kristen Carson and Ronda Morris,
both of Carthage, and Kayleigh McCool and
Cydney Stuart, both of Philadelphia.
The queen and her court will be presented Saturday, October 8, during halftime of
the ECCC vs. Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College football game. Kickoff is set
for 2 p.m. in Bailey Stadium on the Decatur
campus.
Peavy is the daughter of Darrell and Tywana Peavy of Carthage. A pre-medicine
major, she is a Dean’s List scholar and serves
as vice president of the sophomore class
and a resident advisor. She is a member
of Phi Theta Kappa honor society, Sigma
Sigma Mu Tau, the Wall O’ Sound Band and
Warrior Corps.
A graduate of Carthage High School, she
was selected Miss CHS, senior class vice
president and vice president of the Beta
Club. She served two years as drum major
for the Spirit of Carthage Marching Band
and was also selected the 2010 Leake County Junior Miss.
Serving as Peavy’s escort is Darryl Cooks,
a sophomore pre-medicine major and graduate of Carthage High School. He is the son

of Darryl and Jackie Cooks of Carthage.
Adkins is the daughter of Dr. Bill and Renee Adkins of Union. A pre-nursing major,
she is a member of the Centralettes danceline, Concert Choir, Collegians rock-n-roll
band, Baptist Student Union Council and
Praise Band and Sigma Sigma Mu Tau. In
addition, she was selected as a freshman
Homecoming Maid.
A graduate of Union High School, she was
a member of Beta Club, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, co-captain of the cheerleading squad and a member of the slow and
fast-pitch softball teams. She was selected a
sophomore class favorite, junior homecoming maid and Miss UHS.
Serving as Adkins’ escort is Casey Wells, a
sophomore liberal arts major and graduate
of West Jones High School. He is the son of
Mitch and Karen Wells of Laurel.
Nowell is the daughter of Deborah and
Jeff Nowell of Louisville. A pre-nursing major, she is a member of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau
and the cheerleading squad. A president’s
list scholar, she serves as an officer of Phi
Theta Kappa honor society and was the
recipient of the John Lambert Neil Scholarship.
A graduate of Winston Academy, she was
selected Homecoming Queen, a student
council representative, All-American cheerleader and most valuable tennis player. In
addition, she was a member of the Honor
Society and was named to the Headmaster’s List.
Serving as Nowell’s escort is Drew Smith,
a sophomore secondary education major
and graduate of Louisville High School. He
is the son of Charlie and Shannon Smith of

Louisville.
Reed is the daughter of Ray and Shelia
Reed of Louisville. A physical therapy major,
she serves as co-captain of the Centralettes
danceline, co-editor of the Wo-He-Lo yearbook, public relations chairperson for Phi
Theta Kappa, treasurer of the Student Body
Association, a member of the Warrior Corps
and was the recipient of the East Central
Scholars Scholarship.
A graduate of Winston Academy, Reed
was valedictorian of her graduating class,
was selected a Wendy’s Heisman Mississippi finalist, STAR student, DAR Good Citizen
of Winston County, named to the Winston
Academy Hall of Fame and Winston County’s Junior Miss for 2010.
Serving as Reed’s escort is Justin Gates,
a sophomore pre-nursing major and graduate of Newton County High School. He is
the son of Doug and Cher Gates of Decatur.
Viverette is the daughter of Todd and Kim
Viverette of Union. A political science major,
she is a member of the Collegians rock-nroll band, Centralettes danceline, Warrior
Corps and serves as secretary of the Student
Body Association. A president’s list scholar,
she was the recipient of the Lavern & Elizabeth Vowell Memorial Scholarship.
An honor graduate of Union High School,
she was a member of the UHS Hall of Fame,
voted most talented for four years, selected
a fast-pitch softball All-Star, served as Student Body Vice President and was named to
Who’s Who Among American High School
Students.
Serving as Viverette’s escort is Kirby
Keith, a sophomore business administration

See COURT, PAGE 12
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Jackson Hopes to Change Lives

The Tom-Tom

STRIKE A POSE

STRIKE A POSE

BY FANCEEY SMITH
Staff Writer
What inspired you to be
a teacher and why Sociology? It gives me the opportunity
to make positive changes in the
lives of
students
a n d ,
u l t i mately,
in society. Sociology,
because
I’m fascinated
by what
m o t i v a t e s
people
to think
FANCEEY SMITH
and act
Staff Writer
the way
they do.
Where’s your hometown? I
grew up in Greenwood, in the
Mississippi Delta. I currently
live in Brandon.
What’s your favorite dessert? Pie – chocolate, coconut,
and or pecan
What’s one song that you
think describes you? “If I
Can Dream” by Elvis Presley
because of its message of uniting all people through celebrating what we have in common
instead of bickering over our
differences.
What’s the last movie you
went to see? Did you like
it? Either “Captain America” or
“Rise of the Planet of the Apes” –
I can’t remember which but both
ROCKED!!!
What’s one thing people
would be surprised to know
about you? Although I love
hippies, I am not one (I only
grow my hair long to help me get

JACKSON
music gigs.). I’m open-minded
about certain things, but I’m
fairly conservative. Some people categorize me as a libertarian; but, I’ve never been into “labels” - I just believe in doing the
right thing for the right reasons.
Do you prefer ankle socks
or knee socks? Ankle
What’s one book or movie
that you recommend everyone watch or read? “The
Total Money Makeover” by
Dave Ramsey – Not only will
it change your life, it will open
your eyes to the problems (and
potential solutions) our nation
is currently facing with regards
to being in debt.
If you could have any animal in the world, what animal would you want? Dr.
Evil’s cat (I think it’s a cat) from
the Austin Powers movies.
What’s your favorite part
of being a teacher? Making a
difference.

MADELINE POTTER
AGE: 19 • FRESHMAN • LIBERAL ARTS

OLIVIA POTTER
AGE: 19 • FRESHMAN •LIBERAL ARTS

What is your favorite thing to do in the afternoon after
class?
Finish my homework so I can sleep
What is your favorite book?
Seriously?? I have a lot of favorite books! Top ones are the Harry
Potter series and Pride and Prejudice
What is the best thing about having classes with Olivia?
We can help each other understand and do our work. No, we don’t
cheat and copy each others work! We just help each other.
What is the worst thing about having classes with Olivia?
There really isn’t anything bad about it…. And I’m not just saying it to be nice! I like having class(es) with my sister. [We’re best
friends]
What are your plans after you leave EC?
Figure out what I want to major in and hopefully attend either
Mississippi State (Go Dawgs!) or Mississippi College.

What is your favorite color?
Canary Yellow
What is your favorite hobby?
Reading
What is the best thing about having classes with Madeline?
We can do the homework together and help each other to study for
the test. Plus, we can share a book for our shared classes.
What is the worst thing about having classes with Madeline?
There is no bad part about having class with “sissy” its fun.
How do people react when they ﬁnd out you are twins?
It’s always a surprise to them. They don’t realize we are related
and if they did know we were related they don’t recognize us as
twins. It’s always fun to see their reactions.

You’ll Fi t
Right in

—Hannah McCloud,
Staff Writer

—Hannah McCloud,
Staff Writer

@Ole Miss!
It’s the right move

A

s a community college transfer, your move to The University
of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your
life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of
the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:
• Your academic course work during your first two years will plug
right into our bachelor’s degree programs and let you stay on track.
• Average junior- and senior-level classes at Ole Miss have 20-30
students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are
taking now.
• Our Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the
combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you
will need to finance your education.
• Our Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per
year for two years)! Transfer students with a 3.5 GPA on at least
48 transferable community college credit hours and membership
in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship.
Please contact Jason McCormick or Ty Allushuski in the Office of
Enrollment Services at 800-OLE-MISS (in Mississippi) or 662915-7226 for more details.
• Our Community College Excellence Scholarship is worth 1,000
a year (a total of 2,000 over your last two years). Community
College students with a 3.0 GPA on 48 transferable hours will
be eligible for this scholarship. Contact Jason McCormick or Ty
Allushuski in the Office of Enrollment Services at 662-915-7226
for more details.

Come and visit campus, talk with our faculty, staff and students,
and see how easy it will be to take the next step!
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Wall O’ Sound Marching Band: East Central Community College’s Wall O’ Sound Marching Band for 2011 includes (first row, from left) Denetra Darden, Erin Hathorn and Bailey Hartness, all of Louisville;
Alyse Webb, Noxapater; Raychal Reed, Louisville; Genny Brown, Union; Matthew Dempsey, Louisville; Courtney Mackey, Meridian; Jacob King and Anna Marie Leach, both of Sebastopol; Ava Marie Adkins,
Bailee Viverette and Loren Pulin, all of Union; and Ashley Arthur, Louisville; (second row, from left) De’Obra Smith, Louisville; Lindsey Miller, Decatur; Kendall Taylor, Macon; Lauren Shimfessel, Newton; Hannah Farmer, Decatur; Lauren Daniels, Philadelphia; Javossiya Walker, Newton; Claire Griffin, Decatur; Amanda Williamson, Lake; D’Angela Lang, Newton; Brittney Darby, Forest; Brittany Burton, Louisville; and
Shelby Powell, Collinsville; (third row, from left) Lorraina Burkes, Sebastopol; Persephiney Wingo and Kierra Ealy, both of Morton; Tiffany Benson, Philadelphia; Rachel Sharp, Sturgis; Breanna Terrell, Decatur;
Ashleigh Savage, Philadelphia; Danielle Brown, Newton; Ariel M. Brawner, Louisville; Lydia Cook, Meridian; Katherine Upchurch, Philadelphia; and Tori McInnis, Newton; (fourth row, from left) Danielle Shelley,
Sebastopol; Kristy Athey, Morton; Ronda Morris, Carthage; Stevie Pace, Lake; India Ball, Louisville; Kayla Brown and Megan Smith, both of Forest; Amanda Packer, Decatur; Corie Skinner and Amanda Barnett,
both of Union; Kayla Greer, Philadelphia; Olivia Harrison, Little Rock; and Magen Pierce, Newton; (fifth row, from left) Meghan McIntosh, Carthage; Chelsea McMillan, Lake; Erin Wooten and Lindsey Adams, both
of Carthage; Lindsay Gibbs, Morton; Caleb Raines and Brooke Boyd, both of Little Rock; Ashley Palmer, Carthage; Whitney Jenkins, Philadelphia; Destiny Crawford, Carthage; Cortney Drummond and Carollyn
Young, both of Philadelphia; and Ellen Gibbs, Newton; (sixth row, from left) Melissa Manues, Hickory; Turner Stevens, Carthage; Georgia Doner and Hannah Cade, both of Collinsville; Daniel Winters, Carrollton;
Cassie Munn, Decatur; Shatarra Ickom and Shawn Windham, both of Lake; Marquitta Moore, Newton; Rosie Hickman and Kenya Hickman, both of Louisville; Kellie Brack, Lake; and Hailey Rhodes, Philadelphia;
(seventh row, from left) Nikki Slade, Brittany Neese and Eden McGee, all of Philadelphia; Yashica Ickom, Lake; James Cumberland, Sebastopol; Matt Graham, Lake; Sandy Alexander, Decatur; LaTia Peavy, Carthage; Nikki Smith and Alicia Butler, both of Union; Lacie Sessums, Carthage; Katie Butler, Brandon; and ShaTarra Donald, Lake; (eighth row, from left) Audrey Cannon, Flowood; Austin Jay, Union; Xavier Rodgers, Louisville; Mattie Brooks, Carthage; Kayla Ezell, Morton; Sarah LaBue, Conehatta; Ashley Swearingen, Union; Julien Gillis, Hickory; Alex Chappell, Union; Tyler Yates, Decatur; and Hannah Berryhill, Union;
(ninth row, from left) Gareth Driskill, Collinsville; T.J. Anderson, Philadelphia; Vacinte Young and Chris Mays, both of Louisville; Jasmine Henry, Carthage; Terry Davis, Newton; Jeremy Carson, Decatur, Brecie
Hornesbuger, Louisville; Kameron Boulton, Hickory; Thomas Justice, Union; Jade Castillo, Morton; and Michael Savell, Philadelphia; (tenth row, from left) Tadarin Foster, Hickory; Jessie Armstrong, Collinsville;
Thomas Reeves, Carthage; Chris Pittman, Forest; Jake Thompson, Louisville; Avery Ward, Morton, Nick Robinson, Forest; Tiffany Sims, Decatur; Jason Mann, Newton; Daniel Kersguard, Morton; Tyler Gilmore,
Sebastopol; Austin Savell, Philadelphia; (eleventh row, from left) Chad Dorman, Philadelphia; Monte’ Davis, Newton; Zyron Jones and Brandon Warrick, both of Philadelphia; Damio Huddleston, Union; Leslie
Young, Philadelphia; Ethan Russell, Carthage; James Hanna, Goshen; Cody Addy, Decatur; Justin Collins, Forest; and Jordan Brownlee, Collinsville; (twelfth row, from left) Chris Lyons, Philadelphia; Jamey
Tune, Newton; Danny Smith, Carthage; Android Davis, Louisville; Tommie Warren and Nick Willis, both of Philadelphia; Ryan McClendon, Forest; Ashley Moore, Carthage; Lauren Lurk, Newton; Kelsey Hail,
Polkville; and Kelsey Ladnier, Collinsville; (thirteenth row, from left) Cody Jenkins, Carthage; D.J. Harris, Sumrall; Lucas Calvert, Louisville; Michael Byntyn, Newton; Chadeidra Hunt, Philadelphia; Brandon Davis,
Chunky; Rob Parker, Puckett; Jacoquyn Rasco, Lake; and Kent Brooks, Puckett; and (fourteenth row, from left) Jacob Emmons, Lake; Eric Trosper, Nanih Wayia; Cole Stanley, Sumrall; Tarra Gibson, Collinsville;
Greg Winters, Carrollton; Tanner McGee, Philadelphia; Kirk Griffin, Union; Jason Gibbs, Lake; and Brandon Sellers, Carthage. Thomas W. Carson serves as director of bands and Ed Girling is assistant director.

Warriors Re-Energizing SADD: Until this semester,
Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) has
been one of the more dormant clubs. This club deals
with the everyday mistakes that are made by teens
such as underage drinking and not wearing seatbelts.
Freshman, DeMarcus Taylor was elected president
of SADD at their meeting Oct. 5. He said, “I want to
encourage all members to be good examples.” Other
elected officials of the club include: Raychal Reed,
vice president and LaTia Peavy, secretary/treasurer.
Advisors include instructors Tanya Boler and Kevin
Ryals. Future events being discussed include Fall
Festival and Red Ribbon Week. All the members of
this club said they would like to encourage everyone
to be safe and smart. The next club meeting is scheduled for October 11 during activity period in room 90.
SADD’s national Web site is www.sadd.org. Pictured
are memebers of the SADD club during the October 5
meeting.
RAYCHAL REED/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

‘Army of Tom’ Raises $5,500-Plus for Carson Family: A check for $5,561.20 was recently presented
to East Central Community College Director of Bands Thomas W. Carson (center) and his wife, Brenda,
(left) from Lauren Lurk as a result of the “Army of Tom” fundraising effort from T-shirt sales. The Army of
Tom T-shirts are still available and can be purchased for $10 at Specialtees, Etc., located at 501 Decatur Street in Newton. Lurk is a sophomore member of the ECCC Wall O’ Sound Marching Band and
her grandparents, Bobby and Judy Beckley, are owners of Specialtees, Etc. The company is donating
all proceeds above costs to the Carson family to help with medical and other expenses as Mr. Carson
continues his battle with cancer.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Lead ECCC’s Phi Beta Lambda Chapter: These members of East Central Community College’s Phi
Beta Lambda Chapter were selected to lead the organization for the 2011-12 school year. Seated from
left are Rachel Alexander, president, and Chelsea Gilmer, vice president, both of Philadelphia; Dorothy
Chapman of Lake, secretary; and Tyeshia Meeks of Decatur, reporter. Standing from left are Nathan
Wells of Noxapater, parliamentarian; Caleb Raines of Little Rock, historian; and Tanner Fortenbery of
Union, treasurer. Phi Beta Lambda is an organization for business students. Its purpose is to foster a
better relationship between one another and to cultivate a better understanding of business principles in
general. Business technology instructor Christy Ferguson serves as sponsor.
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Warrior Viewpoints

Take Part in
Homecoming
2011, Attend Class

from the editor

Be Active, Cheer
for the Warriors

Hey East Central! I hope that everyone is
settled in and has found their place here.
I hope everyone is enjoying homecoming festivities. I, for one, look forward to the
bonfire the most. It’s something about the
good spirits and the raging fire that gets
me “fired up” for the game. (Get it? Bonfire!
Fired up!) If you did not come out of your
shell during homecoming week, I encourage you do so next year. I can honestly say
you don’t know what you’re missing. You
can only have fun if you show up for it!
Also, as a college student, you should
CHRISTINA NOLLIE
attend as many athletic events as possible!
Editor
Take pride in your school; not only to show
your support, but to meet new people and
form new bonds. When I go to football game, I feel a sense of community because we’re all hoping for the same thing. A win!
I love those moments when a player catches the ball, breaks his
way through the crowd and has a straight shot to the goal line. In
an instant, the crowd’s on their feet cheering him the entire way.
When we intercept the ball or the referee makes a controversial
call against us, those few people who are yelling cursing and
fussing, I like to think of them as the voices of the crowd. They say
what we’re all thinking during those moments.
In conclusion, I’d like to leave my readers with some advice. Do
not give up without a fight. If there’s an instructor who just rubs
you the wrong way or that you just clash with, don’t drop the class.
At least not yet if staying in the class is not an option, wait and see
how you do on midterms. Keep your head up and keep on striving
to do the best you can.
—Christina Nollie
Editor

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARtOONISt

By tARA MARtIN, CARtOONISt

words of a warrior
By NICOLE BOUNDS

Do You Feel Like Warrior
Alert is Helpful to You?
Katie Reeves
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Ashley Arthur

Decatur •
Elementary
Education •
Sophomore

Louisville •
Pre-med •
Sophomore

“No, because it
sends me messages for classes
I’m not even enrolled in.”

Percy Lewis

Morton • Physical
Education •
Freshman

“No, because
the teacher
usually tells you
in class if your
class is cancelled.”

“Yes,
because I
would get mad
if I showed up
to class and it was cancelled.”

Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

Jake
Martinson

Sebastopol •
Sophomore •
Drafting and Design Technology

words from the student prez

“Absolutely,
it’s probably
the best thing that ever happened to this college. It keeps
me from walking from my
dorm to class, and it definitely
helps those who commute.”

How has the change in
gas prices affected you?
Mike Jasper

Decatur •
Freshman •
Psycgology

Joshua
Montgomery

Morton •
Freshman •
Computer
Engineering

“The prices
coming down
makes me very
“They have
happy, but they
not really afdefinitely need
fected
me.
They
are still high,
to drop some more before
and
I
am
spending
too much
they have any dramatic effect
on my driving habits.” money on gas instead of other
things.”

Kanterio
Campbell

Louin •
Freshman •
Business

“Gas prices
are still too
high, and it costs too much
money to get back and forth to
school.”

Can you believe we are
almost half way through the
semester? Make sure you are
going to class and keeping
up. You will be tempted to
take a day off, but there is no
such thing as a “free” absence.
It always costs you because
you cannot make up what you
miss in class! The number one
reason for failure in college is
absences so do not miss a class!
The student clubs are formed
and seeking members so find a
club that interests you and join
them. I will highlight two of
LEE
them that are currently seeking
new members: Students Against
Destructive Decisions (SADD) [sponsors: Mrs. Boler & Mr. Ryals]
and New Directions [sponsor: Mr. McCool] – This organization is
a social and support club for nontraditional students. See them
if you are interested in joining.
Always watch the bulletin boards for updates. We will always
post the Daily Bulletin on MyEC, and the paper copies will be
posted around campus every Friday afternoon. If you have suggestions for improving campus life see the Director of Housing
and Student Activities, Ms. Marcie Pinson, or e-mail mpinson@
eccc.edu, or call 601-635-6213.
Homecoming 2011 is here! On Saturday, October 8th, ECCC
has a day of activities celebrating our traditional “homecoming’
of alumni. I challenge the clubs to show up in force and win the
prizes as the three clubs with the highest attendance will be recognized and awarded money!!! There will be a table for you to
check in at during the football game. We encourage you to stay
on campus Friday and attend Homecoming. A slate of activities
is planned all week so participate and have fun. I challenge you
students to run or walk in the 5K at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, October
8th! Who can hang with the old folk!? See Dr. Crenshaw if you
are interested in running or walking.
We are here to assist you. Let me know if you need help. You
can reach me at 601-635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.
Sincerely,

Rob Martinson

Sebastopol •
Freshman •
Economics

“I’ve been taking advantage
of the lower gas
prices by filling
up and going places. Also, I
have more money to spend
on other things that I typically couldn’t afford due to the
higher fuel prices.”

What This Fall Has in
Store for EC Students

Hello again! I hope everyone had an
awesome homecoming week and plans
to go to the game and support our
Warriors Saturday.
The activities the Student Body Association planned for homecoming week
are just a few of the many great things
we have planned for this fall.
On October 26, SBA will be hosting
our annual House of Hoops. If you have
never been to an East Central House
of Hoops before, I definitely encourage you to come. This will be a chance
for you to watch a scrimmage games
BOUNDS
of both our boys’ and girls’ basketball
teams. There will also be performances by the cheerleaders,
centralettes, and the East Central drum line. The fun does not
stop there though! We also have a costume contest for students
to participate in, so be sure to dress up in your best Halloween
costume. Then after all the fun ends, SBA will be serving free hot
wings and drinks. House of Hoops is definitely not an event that
you want to miss out on.
Also this semester, we plan to have a Fall Festival for the student body. The plans are still being discussed, but I assure you
we are planning a lot of fun activities for all students to enjoy.
The SBA is really excited about the festival, and I hope all of you
will be too.
I just want to thank you all for your participation in homecoming week and I want to once again encourage you to come to all
the activities planned for the fall. It has been a great semester so
far, and I hope that the fun will continue throughout the rest of
the year. None of these events could be possible without such a
wonderful student body. Thanks once again!
Love always,
Nicole Bounds
Student Body President
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Prohibition
of Marijuana:
A Mistake?

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARTooNIsT

By TARA MARTIN, CARTooNIsT

other views

The World is Full of What Ifs

What if there were no homeless on the
streets? What if the Unites States were not
30 trillion dollars in debt? What if war did
not exist and all we knew was peace? What
if we could change the past? What if society
did not know what normal was?
A lot of what if’s in that sentence and
some of those are uncontrollable and
far-fetched to achieve, but what if bullying
could all of sudden come to an abrupt stop?
Bullying happens on a daily basis and it is
one of the many causes as to why people,
not just teens or children in school but
people commit suicide or believe they are
worthless.
I found this on Facebook and it caught my
attention, “The girl that you just called fat?
She is overdosing on diet pills. The girl you
just called ugly? She is spending hours putting make up on hoping people would like
her. The boy you just tripped? He is abused
enough at home. See that man with the
ugly scars? He fought for our country. That
guy you just made fun of for crying? His
mother is dying. “ This little quote put a lot
through my mind, but the main thing that

came across it was
“how many suicides
have we had in the
past decade due
to bullying or high
school shootings?”
Exactly, one is too
many, but a hundred is a catastrophe.
What makes us
better than anyone
else? What is so suRACHEL RAMIREZ
perior about us that
Opinions Editor
we have to make
others feel inferior?
To answer that we are no better than anybody else, however society thinks otherwise. A businessman walks by a homeless
man wearing a $2,500 suit that could have
bought 1,825 McChicken’s from McDonald’s
to feed 1,825 people, and looks down at him
with disgust, but what he does not know
was that the homeless man was drafted to
fight for our country during Vietnam and
did not get his GI Bill, therefore could not go

to college and wear a $2,500 suit.
Bullying never has a good outcome,
where there is smoke there is fire. Have we
not learned from history? Bullying begins
with one person or race that feels superior
to another and then it leads to a Holocaust.
Just like the Nazis bullied the Jews, they
thought that Jews were the scum of the
earth, and did not deserve to live and that
started the Holocaust. Understandable that
is an extreme way to look at it, but literally
that is what happens in the end, nothing
but tragedy.
Help stop the bullying by starting with
yourself. Understand that some people do
not have the luxury or looks the way you do,
but that does not mean to remind them of
what they lack.
Like a good mentor of mine once told me,
“Be careful who you bully, you may never
know when your paths may cross.” Simply
saying do not bully because that nerd may
one day be your boss and he will get his
vendetta.
—Rachel Ramirez
Opinions Editor

other views

(Serious) Relationships in
College: Love it or Leave it?
Leave it. I don’t want to be
a cynic here, but I have to say
this and I have a very good
reason behind all of it. Most
of the population of any college campus is composed of
more than 45 percent teenagers fresh out of high school.
There’s typically no age difference between a high school
senior and a college freshman.
So, how could anyone possibly
grasp a new concept in so little
time? It’s impossible.
I understand that our psychological states are all different and that all people mature
at a different rate and that
might allow them to know
what they want a little more
quickly, but even the most
“sure” person out there can’t
be sure of what they want

out of a relationship at this
age. The difference between a
friendship and a relationship
is simply a title of “boyfriend
or girlfriend.” That’s it. There’s
nothing more to it. Clearly, the
rules of relationships such as
faithfulness and deeper emotions apply, but those aren’t
even the most important parts
of a relationship.
Pause. Let me explain what I
just said: it is not cool to cheat
on your partner or treat them
like “one of the boys or one of
the girl” because they’re more
than that with this title, far
more. Relationships operate
on so many advanced dynamics that you can’t expect to
know all of them right away.
I honestly believe that the
happiest people in relation-

ships are those who’ve waited
to establish a career and have
some sort of security set up for
themselves. Relationships that
were started and resulted in
marriages before the age of 25,
ended in divorce 85 percent of
the time, whereas couples who
had already established themselves in their own respects
were successful 75 percent of
the time. The reason for this
is because it takes from about
the age of 18 to about the age
of 23 to get a degree. Then to
establish oneself properly, it
takes at least two more years.
This means established in
every way; your own home,
your own car, and your own
career. By this time you’ve
accomplished all you hoped
to accomplish in your own per-

sonal life and are ready to take
on the task of joining someone
else’s life with your own, which
is a big step—bigger than I
think most of us realize. This
is not intended to make you
second guess yourselves or
your relationships, they are just
opinions.
I think it is wiser to wait and
be your own person before
you try to add more to the
equation, or you could end
up adding too much and then
feeling the sting of subtracting something that wasn’t
solidly built in the first place.
Everything in life has building
blocks. We did not learn to run
before we could crawl. This is
no different.
—Addreonna Seger
Staff Writer

History always repeats itself.
This is a saying that rings true
in most circumstances. A major
purpose
of history is
to learn
from
past
mistakes.
An
example
being:
prohibition
did not
OUIDA MERUVIA
work for
Staff Writer
alcohol,
and it won’t work for marijuana. The prohibition of marijuana is a very debated issue.
The cons argued by people
for this prohibition is that the
legalization would cause the
use of harder drugs, it imposes
dangers to other people, and
other arguments. However
unless marijuana is used in a
situation where it could endanger people, (i.e. driving under
the influence) the prohibition
of marijuana is a breach of
the freedoms of the American
people.
Prohibition has caused many
hardships for America. Accord-

ing to a study by researcher
Jon Gettman in 2007, it costs
42$ billion in taxpayer money
each year—$10.7 billion in
direct law enforcement costs
(50% of drug crimes are marijuana related), and 31.1 billion
in lost tax revenues. If marijuana was legalized and taxed, the
money could be used to fund
so much and boost the productivity of our state, instead
of wasting our tax dollars.
Treating marijuana like a
crime is also detrimental.
The fact of the prohibition of
marijuana is that it has caused
more crime. Prohibition does
not stop the production; it only
makes it more discrete. Countries in Europe have shown
that treating drug use as a
health problem instead of a
criminal charge prevents reuse
and use in the first place. As cliché as it may be the “I want it
because I can’t have it” saying
rings true in many cases.
In countries where there are
no age limits on cigarettes,
alcohol, and marijuana the use
of these are very low, lower
than countries that have those
limitations. The prohibition of
marijuana is a mistake.
— Ouida Meruvia
Staff Writer

other views

Wear Pink to
Raise Awareness

Breast Cancer Awareness
Month is an annual international health campaign organized by
major
breast
cancer
charities
every
October to
increase
awareness
of the
disease
PAIGE MANN
and to
Staff Writer
raise
funds
for research into its cause, prevention, diagnosis, treatment
and cure.
During the month of October
make sure to purchase items
that support breast cancer
awareness, wear your pink
even if it just the ribbon, and
do anything you can to support the cause.
I personally have a lot of
appreciation towards the
National Football League during the month of October. The
NFL promotes breast cancer
awareness by incorporating
pink on its web sites, graphics,

we want Your News!

and advertisements, also the
players show support by wearing pink gloves, cleats, captain
patches, and other apparel
during games.
Breast cancer can be
prevented
so women
make sure
you do your
monthly
breast
exam and
if you have
any concerns contact your
doctor. I also
encourage
older women to get a mammogram every
year. Breast cancer is not only
diagnosed in women, men can
also be diagnosed.
The third week of October is
“Male Breast Cancer Awareness
Week.” There are plenty of Web
sites that have information
about breast cancer and merchandise that support breast
cancer.
Show your support wear
pink!
—Paige Mann
Staff Writer

E-mail information about your club/organization to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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Harrison Selected EC Alumna of the Year
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Nicole Flint Harrison, East
Central Community College’s
2011 Alumna of the Year,
doesn’t measure success by
one’s status in society or the
amount of money one makes.
She said success to her is
“friendships and memories
made in life and how one uses
the talents God has given
them. According to her, much
of her success has come from
her relationships built at her
alma mater.
“My success thus far is very
much because of my time
spent at East Central Community College,” Harrison said.
“My time at East Central was
priceless. I know, without a
doubt, I would not be where I
am today had I chosen another
college.”
Harrison will be honored
during Homecoming activities
scheduled Saturday, October 8,
on the Decatur campus.
A member of the ECCC Class
of 1992, Harrison is the owner
of Nicole Harrison Family
Dentistry in Union, which she
has operated since 1998. She
previously served one year
as dentist in the office of Dr.
James Hover.
Harrison said, “I am a general dentist in a wonderful town.
Everyone knows everyone and
there is such a sense of community and love and fellowship. I have a wonderful dental
team that includes my motherin-law Barbara Harrison, Jessica
Burns, Kim Watson and Penny
Hisaw. They are what make me
successful. They are my family.”
For Harrison, the business
of a dental practice is not just
about the physical aspects of
one’s mouth, but listening to
what a person has to say. She

said the highlight of her career
has been the relationships
with her patients.
“I just try to help people
any way I can,” Harrison said.
“Sometimes it is through a
new smile, but sometimes it is
just as helpful to simply lend a
caring ear. People just want to
be respected and treated fairly.
This is certainly what I try to
convey, although not always as
good as I would like.”
Upon being notified of her
selection as Alumna of the
Year, Harrison said, “I was so
very honored and surprised. I
know there are so many individuals worthy of this honor
and I am very humbled to have
even been nominated. I am
very fortunate to have many
friends, family and patients associated with East Central and
I have been blessed to be able
to remain so close to so many
people at the College. I’m not
one who relishes the spotlight,
but I am so very proud to represent the college as Alumna
of the Year.”
Receiving this award, Harrison added, is bittersweet,
as two of the most influential
people in her life are no longer
alive.
“My mother and father,
unfortunately, are not here to
celebrate with me. My mother
was the main reason for my
success. She did most of the
child-rearing in our home,
sometimes with some tough
love, but always with a lesson to be learned. She let
us learn from our mistakes
without interfering too much.
She instilled in me a sense of
confidence and challenged
me to always strives to achieve
greatness. I cannot say enough
about the love she unconditionally gave. My father en-

abled me
ries are
to pursue
really of domy intering nothing
est. He not
at all. Back
only supthen, we
ported me
could have
financially,
fun just
but I always
sitting by a
knew he
bonfire or
was my
going to the
biggest fan.
truck stop
How lucky
to eat patty
was I to
melts and
have been
French fries
blessed
with gravy,
with two
hence the
outstanding
freshman
parents?”
15!” she
HARRISON
An acsaid.
complished
Whether
and involved student at East
in the dorm or out about town,
Central, Harrison said the
Harrison said she and her
highlight of her college days
friends had fun.
was her selection to the Hall
“We ‘room dawgs’ would
of Fame, the highest honor
sit for hours just talking or
a student can receive. Addealing with guy problems!”
ditionally, she was selected
she said. “Our best times were
HEADWAE (Higher Education
spent at ‘Bully’s Barn.’
Appreciation Day: Working
Bully’s Barn was an actual
Towards Academic Excellence) barn owned by the parents of
Student of the Year, received
a local college student. It was
the English award, was chosen a favorite hangout for many
a class favorite for two years,
ECCC students during this
was named an NJCAA Academ- time.
ic All-American and selected
“I remember us having a
for Who’s Who Among Ameri‘Bully’s Barn’ calendar made
can Community/Junior College to help raise money for the
Students.
burn center. I sure hope that
She served as president of
calendar never resurfaces!” she
Mu Alpha Theta mathematics
added.
club and was a member of the
“Of course, the early 90s
Warrior Corps, Phi Theta Kappa would not be the same withhonor society and the Lady
out mentioning all the hours
Warrior Basketball Team.
of ‘hair preparation’ and the
“East Central was the best
amount of money spent on
two years of my life!” Harrihairspray.”
son said. “I met some lifelong
Harrison added, “Without
friends and formed such close
a doubt, the most important
acquaintances with so many
and biggest highlight of East
others. I do not think that
Central was meeting my future
would have happened if I had
husband, Chad (Harrison, Class
chosen another school.
of 1992). We met the summer
“Some of my fondest memo- right before school, but we

were able to experience some
wonderful times together.”
There were many professors whom Harrison said she
admired and respected. The
two that stand out most in
her mind are retired English
instructor Ovid Vickers and
Sammy Pace, who retired as
women’s basketball coach and
athletic director.
“I really enjoyed Mr. Vickers’ English Literature class. I
never liked English, nor did I
think I could ever excel at it. He
made the class so interesting
and challenging. It was not so
much about the literature, but
the stories he would tell and
the excitement he had for his
subject. I was honored to have
him as my professor and East
Central was very fortunate to
have someone of his stature be
on campus from day to day.
“The other person who was
extremely special to me then,
and still is today, is Coach Sammy Pace. I thank him for believing in me and for giving me a
second chance to play basketball when I chose not to play
my freshman year. He made
me and my mother very happy
when he let me play my sophomore year. He was not only a
great coach and teacher, but I
know he was instrumental in
me getting some of the honors
I received at ECCC. Through
his leadership, he gave me the
confidence to pursue different
paths and helped me grow as a
leader also.”
Harrison continues to support the college as she and her
husband, Chad, are both lifetime members of the Alumni
Association and annual donors
to the Warrior Club. In addition, she says that she always
encourages local high school
seniors to make East Central

their college choice.
“I tell all my newly graduating seniors that are deciding
on a college how really valuable my time at East Central
was. I probably would not
have received such honors at
a larger school, and might not
have had the academic grades
and background to get into
dental school. I also tell them
that East Central is what you
make of it and if you sit around
and do not try to get involved,
then like anything, it might not
work for you. But, if you try,
there are so many opportunities available at East Central
to be involved and excel,” she
said.
Harrison attended Mississippi State University and
received her doctoral degree in
dentistry from the University of
Mississippi Medical Center in
1997. She is a member of the
American Dental Association,
Mississippi Dental Association
and the Meridian Area Dental
Council and has served on
the Board of Directors for the
Union Chamber of Commerce.
She and her husband have
two children, Dylan (8) and
Julia (3). They are members of
First Baptist Church in Union,
where she has served on
various committees and assists
with the AWANA program and
coaches Upward Basketball.
Additional family members include a sister, Teri Flint
Killens and her husband, Joe,
of Union; brother Terrell Flint
and his wife, Melissa, of Union;
sister-in-law Shannon Harrison Posey, and her husband,
Pepper; nieces and nephews,
Kyle and Allie Killens, Will and
Jenna Flint and Chandler and
Lauren Gwen Posey; and father
and mother-in law Mike and
Barbara Harrison.

EC Gears for Beauty & Beau 2011
By MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Staff Writer
It’s that time of year again! As
East Central approaches fall, the
annual beauty and beau pageant
is right around the corner. The
pageant will be held on Tuesday,
October 25 at 6 p.m. in Huff Auditorium.
Attendees described last year’s
pageant as “absolutely stunning”
with the theme “Singing in the
Rain.” The stage props and the

FOX-SMITH

contestants
looked
absolutely
amazing.
The
theme
this year
is “Barn
Dance.”
Mrs.
Susan
Foxsmith, MEGHAN MCINTOSH
chairFeatures Editor

man of the pageant committee
said, “I am looking forward to the
pageant and I hope we have a lot
of contestants, both beauties and
beaus.”
The first meeting for the
pageant was on October 4 during
activity period in Huff Auditorium.
This meeting gave all contestants
an overview of the pageant and
information forms. Students
wishing to take part in the pageant, but could not attend the
intial meeting should contact Fox-

Smith or pageant co-chairman
Maria McLeod, whose offices are
both located in the lower level of
Huff Auditorium. It is not to late to
sign up for the pageant. The application deadline is October 11.
The female contestants will
have an interview with the
judges early in the day before
the pageant, perform on stage
in an opening number in casual
attire and model in their evening gowns for the judges. Male
contestants will take part in the

opening performance and model
in their formal wear for the judges
to critique.
“This is always a fun time for
the students and a great way
to be active on campus,” FoxSmith said. “The theme for this
year’s pageant is sure to create a
entertaining show and I know the
participants will love it.”
For additional information
please contact Fox-Smith or
McLeod at sfoxsmith@eccc.edu or
mmcleod@eccc.edu.

HOMECOMING 2011 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, October 7
4 p.m.

Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament ECCC Tennis Courts

Saturday, October 8
7 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
9 -11 a.m.

Registration for Homecoming 5K Run/Walk North Campus Pavilion - Run/Walk Starts 7:30 a.m.
Bookstore Open Eddie M. Smith Student Union
Homecoming Registration Begins East Mall Patio near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria Refreshments Available on the Mall
Memorabilia Room Open Burton Library
Tour of the Aaron R. Davis Science Building
10 a.m.
Lil Warrior Kid Zone, North Campus Pavilion
10 a.m.
Reunion Groups Meet
•Class of 1941 – Vickers Room 506
•Class of 1951 – Vickers Room 507
•Class of 1961 – Vickers Auditorium
•Class of 1971 – Newton Hall Room 105
•Classes of 1979, 1980, & 1981 – Newton Hall Room 104
•Classes of 1957, 1958, & 1959 – Vickers Room 534
•1954 Lady Warrior Basketball Team – Newton Hall Room 90
•1970 North Division Championship Warrior Football Team, Thrash Auditorium Newton Hall
•All Former Warrior Golf Team Members – Newton Hall Room 92
10:30 a.m. Awarding of 50th Anniversary Diplomas to Class of 1961, Auditorium, Vickers Fine Arts Center
11 a.m.
Warrior Club Annual Meeting, Vincent Administration Building, Board Room (All former athletes & current supporters of athletics at EC)
12 noon
Alumni Luncheon, Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
1 p.m.
Warrior Club Tailgating, Bailey Stadium
2 p.m.
Football Game – ECCC vs. Mississippi Gulf Coast
Halftime - Recognition of Homecoming Honorees,
Presentation of Queen and Court, and
Performance by the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band
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Bowen Named EC Alumnus of the Year
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

For almost six decades, Dr.
Frank Bowen has donned his
suit and tie, strapped on his
stethoscope and reported
to work serving the medical
needs of the people of Leake
County. He said he can not
remember a time he wanted to
be anything other than a doctor and at age 90, he doesn’t
seem to be looking towards a
career change or retirement
any time soon!
Bowen, who will be honored
as the 2011 East Central Community College Alumnus of the
Year during activities scheduled for Saturday, October 8,
on the Decatur campus, has
been a practicing physician
since 1952 when he completed
his internship at Methodist
Hospital in Memphis, Tenn.,
and began his medical practice
in Leake County.
“I never wanted to do
anything else,” he said. “Scholarships were available for
physicians who returned to be
community doctors in small
towns. I had that and the G.I.
Bill to pay for medical school.
I was happy that I made the
choice to be a small town
doctor. People have been very
good to me.”
Bowen’s mother died when
he was only four years old. For
many years he bounced from
paternal grandparents to aunts
and uncles to maternal grandparents. It was while he was
living with his maternal grandparents that he enrolled as a
sixth-grader at Sturgis school.
The next year was when he
made the decision to become
a doctor.
“When I was in the seventh
grade, I had, more or less,
decided that I wanted to be a
doctor. It seems that Metropolitan Life Insurance had put out
little pamphlets telling about
different doctors and what
they had discovered and what
they had done about different
diseases.
“For instance, it was Edward
Jenner who discovered that

people who had cowpox did
not have smallpox. He vaccinated people with cowpox so
they would not have smallpox.
It was that idea which had
made me kind of want to be a
doctor. Another one who had
an influence was Albert Schweitzer, who was a physician as
well as a musician and a missionary. I wanted to be more
less like him and had thought
I might be a missionary. But,
things didn’t exactly work out
that way.”
Bowen excelled in his
schoolwork from that point on
and said he loved math, English and history. He finished
high school as the class valedictorian in 1939. At that time,
his Uncle, the late Bill Hamill of
Philadelphia, who was a pharmacist, gave him the money
to enroll at East Central Junior
College.
“He also had a drug store in
Decatur in which I worked part
time,” Bowen said. “He paid
me enough and loaned me
enough money to go to school
at Decatur for two years. I am
thankful to him for letting me
do that.”
At East Central, Bowen was
member of the KALJYC-PEERS,
which he said was, at that
time, a sort of secret society,
although he said their motto
was “No secrets to speak of.”
He was also a member of the
Glee Club.
“I remember living just
above Coach (Polie) Sullivan
and Frank ‘Snookum’ Cross in
the new dormitory,” he added.
“My favorite class was sophomore literature taught by
Mrs. (W.W.) Newsome. I also
remember in 1941 we had a
big snow. It must have been 12
inches of snow. We had a big
time in that!”
Not only did he enjoy classes and activities, but it was
at East Central where Bowen
met Bobbie McPhail, who he
described as “a cute little girl!”
“When I first saw her I
wanted to meet her,” he said.
“I had a history class with the
person who roomed with her

and I made
1944 just
arrangeas he was
ments to
about to
have a date.
ship out, his
I had joined
grandfather
the Interdied.
national
“The
Relations
company
Club and we
commander
were having
gave me
a party. That
the chance
was my first
to stay with
date with
the unit or
Bobbie.
go home to
She really
my grandbecame my
father’s fubest friend
neral, which
from then
I chose to
BOWEN
on.”
do. When I
After
returned to
graduation in 1941, Bowen
Drew Field, I was assigned to
took a job at McKesson Robthe base hospital. I was able
bins Wholesale Drug Company to apply for officer candidate
as a stock clerk filling orders
school and went to Medical
for drug stores. He and Bobbie Administrative School at Carstayed in touch while she went lisle Barracks, Pa. While I was
to college at what is now the
there, the war with Germany
University of Southern Missisended.”
sippi.
After that, Bowen was
After the bombing of Pearl
supposed to go to school to
Harbor in December 1941 and
become a surgeon’s assistant,
knowing that he would probwhich is similar to today’s
ably be drafted, Bowen still
physician’s assistant. He would
couldn’t get medicine off his
have been sent to the Pacific
mind and decided to enlist in
for work, but the war with Jathe army and become a medic. pan ended and the school was
After enlistment processing at
stopped. After stops in Joplin,
Camp Shelby and basic trainMo.; Ft. Lewis, Wash.; and Ft.
ing at Camp Robinson Army
Sam Houston, Texas, to train
Base in Arkansas, Bowen was
medics, Bowen was separated
shipped to Drew Field, Tampa,
from the Army in 1946 and
Fla., just before Thanksgiving.
placed in the Army Reserves.
“Another soldier and I were
where he was discharged in
invited to have Thanksgiving
1954 as a First Lieutenant.
dinner with Bill Dickie, a catchIn the meantime, Dr. Bowen
er for the New York Yankees.
had married Bobbie McPhail
Ever since then, I have been a
on May 1, 1943, in Tampa, Fla.
Yankee fan!” Bowen said.
She had been teaching school
At Drew Field, Bowen was
at Goodhope at that time.
assigned as a clerk to battalion After his discharge from the
headquarters and was then
Army, the Bowens moved to
sent to administrative school
Oxford where he enrolled at
at Louisiana State University
the University of Mississippi to
for eight weeks and promoted
complete his pre-med courses.
to Private 1st Class. Upon his
Dr. Bowen received the Bachreturn to Tampa, Bowen was
elor of Arts degree in 1948.
assigned to Signal Corps ComWhen he had not been acpany where he was to have op- cepted to medical school in
erational training as a medic.
September of 1948, he was still
After completing operainterested in medicine and detional training, he would have
cided to enter graduate school
been sent overseas, but in
to become a physiologist

under Dr. Arthur Guyton, who
is now widely known for his
textbook of physiology used
throughout the world.
“Things changed in just two
weeks,” Bowen said. “A medical student changed his mind
and quit school because he did
not like doing gross anatomy,
in which we were dissecting
the bodies. I was taking every
course the medical students
were taking, with the exception of histology, and I had
taken this in undergraduate
school. The admissions board
said if I could pass the test the
medical students had taken
that I could become a medical student. I took the test and
made 100 on it. That is how
I got into medical schoolactually two weeks after it had
begun!”
Dr. Bowen finished the first
two years of medical school
on March 19, 1950, and was
accepted to the University of
Tennessee where he entered
the junior year. After two short
tours of active duty with the
military during his summers
off, Dr. Bowen completed his
last quarter of medical school
in September 1951.
“I finished four years of medical school in three years and
four days, along with 11 others
who came along with me to
the University of Tennessee,” he
added.
Following graduation, Dr.
Bowen interned at Methodist Hospital in Memphis and
he and his wife welcomed a
son, Frank (Sonny) Bowen, Jr.,
in May, 1952. Later that year,
they moved to Walnut Grove,
where Dr Bowen entered the
practice of medicine.
“When I opened my office in
Walnut Grove, Ruby Henderson
was my nurse, receptionist,
bookkeeper and kept things
going for me. Uncle Bill came
to the opening of my office.
One thing he told me was that
if I was going to be a doctor, to
look like one. That’s why I dress
as I do in a coat and tie. He
always wore a tie to work, even
as a pharmacist.”

Dr. Bowen’s practice was
thriving in Walnut Grove, but
the hospital was in Carthage
and he says he couldn’t be
in two places at once so he
moved his office there in 1957
and continues to serve the
medical needs of Leake County
today. In addition to being a
staff member at Leake Memorial Hospital, where he has also
served several times as Chief of
Staff, he is the medical director for Golden Living Center,
a 99-bed nursing home, and
Sta-Home Hospice, both of
Carthage.
“When practicing medicine
in a small town, you become
part of the families you care
for and they become family to
you,” he said. “I have some who
have been my patients for almost 60 years. They don’t want
another doctor, so I suppose I’ll
have to live longer than they
do!”
Dr. Bowen and his wife
established a scholarship at
the College, which was first
awarded in 2010, for Leake
County students who graduate in the top 10 percent of
their class and enroll full time
at East Central. When talking
of establishing the scholarship
they said East Central is where
they got their start as a couple
and they believe a deserving
person needs to be provided a
good education.
He added, “I delivered the
mother of the 2011 Bowen
Scholarship recipient, Leake
Academy graduate Meghan
Johnson.”
In addition to providing
financial assistance to area
students, Dr. Bowen has also
served as a preceptor for the
Department of Family Medicine, which allows students to
observe his medical practice.
“A current student at the
University of Mississippi Medical School, whose mother is a
nurse, was able to observe and
decided that she would go into
family medicine,” he said.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

EC’s Native American Club
takes Part in Inaugural Parade: East Central Community
College’s Native American Club
marched in the inaugural parade
for the new Chief of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Phyliss J. Anderson. Chief
Anderson is also an alumna of
ECCC. (Photo courtesy of the
Neshoba Democrat.)

We Want Your News!

E-mail information about your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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Houser to Headline Benefit
Concert for Tom Carson
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Show Dog-Universal Music recording artist Randy Houser will headline
a benefit concert for East Central
Community College Director of Bands
Thomas W. Carson on Saturday,
November 12, 2011, at the Neshoba
County Coliseum in Philadelphia.
Houser, known for his hits “Anything Goes” and “Boots On,” is a
member of the East Central Community College Class of 1997 and is
a former vocalist for the Collegians,
ECCC’s rock-n-roll band, which is led
by Carson.
Concert events begin at 4 p.m. and
include performances by local bands
Remedy, Rico and the Border Patrol,
Cotton Row, Southbound and Deluxe
Southern Impala. Houser concludes
the show with the 9 p.m. feature performance.
Tickets are $25 each, cash or check
only, and the entry fee includes all
five local bands as well as Houser.
Tickets will be available for purchase
beginning October 11 at all Citizens
Bank of Philadelphia locations in the
ECCC district, which includes Leake,
Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston
counties. Tickets will also be available
at Mississippi Music in Meridian and in
the ECCC Office of Public Information,

located on
the bottom floor of
Huff Auditorium on
the Decatur
campus.
All proceeds will
go to the
Army of
Tom Benefit
Fund, which
has been established at
CARSON
The Citizens
Bank of Philadelphia, to help defray
the cost of medical and other expenses involved in Carson’s treatments.
Those who are not able to attend the
concert can make donations directly
to the account at any Citizens Bank
location.
Carson, who has led the ECCC Band
Department for 30 years and also
serves as Chairman of the Division of
Fine Arts, was recently diagnosed with
esophageal cancer and is currently
taking chemotherapy and radiation
treatments.
EC alumnus and former Collegian
member Grant Morris and Vicki Blaylock, ECCC music keyboard instructor/
choir director, organized the musical

event.
“Grant called me and asked my
thoughts about a benefit on campus
and I already had the same thing on
my mind. We began to put our heads
together and got things started and
then we just ran with it,” Blaylock said.
“It’s been the most rewarding thing
I’ve ever done in my life. In the 30
years Tom has been director of bands
at East Central, thousands of students
have crossed paths with him. We
wanted to do this for him because he
has given so much to others-to my
child, to other students and to this
community. I can’t remember a time
he has said no to anyone.”
Morris added, “Each of these bands
has at least one former Collegian
member participating. They were all
very excited about being able to participate and help Mr. Carson.”
Those wishing to keep up with
Carson’s progress can view his page at
www.caringbridge.org/visit/thomaswcarson. Caring Bridge, according to
the official Web site, offers “free, personal and private websites that connect people experiencing a significant
health challenge to family and friends,
making each health journey easier.”
For ticket information, contact the
Office of Public Information at 601635-6353.

DANNY CLINCH PHOTOGRAPHY/SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Show Dog-Universal Music recording artist Randy Houser will headline a benefit
concert for East Central Community College Director of Bands Thomas W. Carson
on Saturday, November 12, 2011, at the Neshoba County Coliseum in Philadelphia. For ticket information, contact the Office of Public Information at 601-6356353. (photo courtesy of Danny Clinch Photography.)

If you or someone you know is
Talking about suicide
Writing about suicide
Thinking about suicide

Don’t keep it a secret
shatter the silence!
For help call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
at 1-800-273-TALK or the Mississippi Department
of Mental Health at 1-877-210-8513 or visit
www.dmh.ms.gov for more information.

Funding for this project was made available through the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Hurricane-Katrina
Related Youth Suicide Prevention Grants. The views and opinions contained in
the publication do not necessarily reflect those of SAMHSA or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and should not be construed as
such.
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‘Warriors Love Boobies’: October
is Breast Awareness Month
By CLAIRE TADLOCK
Staff Writer

Each year in America, about 200,000
women and 1,700 men are diagnosed
with breast cancer. Across the nation,
October is recognized as the
official Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.
During this
month, organizations such
as the National
Breast Cancer
Foundation will
spread their misCLAIRE TADLOCK
sion of raising
Staff Writer
breast cancer
awareness
throughout the country. This foundation’s slogan, “help for today… hope
for tomorrow,” represents Americans’
support to help find the cure for breast
cancer.
Breast cancer awareness includes
spreading the knowledge of the symptoms and raising money to go towards
research for a cure. Many women and
men are unaware of breast cancer
symptoms. With more people being
able to recognize the symptoms, the
National Breast Cancer Foundation
is hoping to save more lives through
early detection.
There are many ways in which people can help raise money to search for
a cure to breast cancer. A new trend
is the “I Love Boobies” bracelets sold
by the Keep A Breast Foundation. The
goal of these bracelets is meant to be
a “new approach and positive style of
communication about breast cancer.”
The message is meant to target teenagers so they will question the purpose behind the creative phrase. These
bracelets are sold at Bonita Lakes Mall
in Meridian. One can also order them
online at www.keep-a-breast.org.
This deadly disease is not a foreign

battle. In
our community many
people
have fought
breast
cancer.
Around East
Central’s
campus,
many students and
faculty have
in some
way been
SAVELL
affected by
the disease.
Head soccer coach Kenneth
Thompson testifies to his wife’s battle
with the disease. Cindy Thompson,
Coach Thompson’s wife, was diagnosed with breast cancer in May 2000.
Her treatment immediately took place
that June at Rush Hospital in which
she had a lumpectomy and removal of
lymph nodes. In August of 2000, she
then had a mastectomy and reconstruction of her left breast. Following,
she underwent chemotherapy (ACTAdromycin, Cytoxin and Taxol) for six
months. Her side effects of the therapy
were hair loss, bone and joint pain,
and severe nausea. She continued
with hormone therapy several years
after.
Coach Thompson said, “Being at
such a young age (35) this was quite a
shock when she was diagnosed. Having three small children at the time
(6, 6, and 3) made it even more trying.
There was a lot of fear of what might
happen, but through a lot of positive support we managed to make it
through.”
“Cindy received cards of encouragement on an ongoing basis from
many people. Even though she
missed very little work, the administration at school provided extra assistance in the classroom. The church
and school provided many meals for

DUNN, VANCE

the family during her treatment. She
was on prayer request lists at many
churches around the state and out of
state as well. She had a family member with her at every treatment for
support.”
Since his wife’s diagnosis, Coach
Thompson’s Warrior Soccer team has
worn pink on some article of clothing of their practice gear along with
both teams wearing pink bracelets.
This year the team wears pink on their
socks for breast cancer awareness.
Coach Thompson’s words of advice
to the spouse of a victim of breast
cancer are, “Be supportive as this is a
traumatic time mentally, psychologically, and, of course, physically. Your
spouse will feel vulnerable and afraid
that she may be physically unattractive. Nothing can be further from the
truth. Your spouse needs to know that
she is loved no matter what.”
Another faculty member affected
by the disease is Mrs. Christy Savell,
a nursing instructor at East Central.
Savell was diagnosed with breast cancer in January of 2001. She underwent
chemotherapy for six months following her diagnosis.
Savell said, “I was pretty much in
shock when I was diagnosed. I didn’t
believe it at first. I had just gotten married and finding out I had cancer was
hard. Thankfully, I had David (Savell’s

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Showing off her pink ribbon in support
of breast cancer awareness month is
sophomore Warrior cheerleader Whitney Stokes of Philadelphia.

husband) to stand by me. I was worried about Cody (Savell’s son) because
he was five, and I automatically worried about the thought of not being
there for him. Although in the end
everything turned out okay.”
“Now I am very open to talk about it
with my students. In October, I wear a
wrist band and a pin on my uniform to
raise awareness.”
Savell’s advice to women currently
battling breast cancer is, “Hang in
there and be strong. There are days
that you will have ups and downs, but
try to stay positive!”
Breast cancer has also affected
some students at East Central. Savannah Vance, a freshman, has had two
accounts of breast cancer in her family.
Her grandmother, Lydia Dunn, which
she calls “Grand” was diagnosed in the
mid 70s and refused treatment but
survived. Also, her aunt, Sandy Weaver,
was diagnosed years later.
Vance said, “I am thankful to have
had the chance to know my Grand because she battled the cancer without
treatment. My Grand was a private
woman and chose to battle breast
cancer without the community’s help,

CLAIRE TADLOCK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Lady Warrior Soccer Team sports
their pink soccer socks in support
of breast cancer awareness month.
They are pictured showing their socks
with head coach Kenneth Thompson.
Thompson’s wife, Cindy, is a breast
cancer survivor.

but just the support of her family.”
“My aunt had overwhelming
amounts of support from her friends
and the community. They gave their
time when she could not do everything.”
Vance said, “In the future I plan on
scheduling mammograms and taking
the preventive measures for myself.”
Her advice to family members
of victims with breast cancer is, “Be
thankful for your family and the ones
you love.”
Writers Note: This October, Warriors lets raise breast cancer awareness! Show that we want to help save
lives by wearing some form of pink.
Pick up a pamphlet by East Central’s
nursing center to better inform yourselves on breast cancer symptoms
and preventive measures. Visit www.
nationalbreastcancer.org to learn
more information about breast cancer awareness.
This October GO PINK!

MAKE THE

POPULAR
CHOICE.
According to the U.S. News

and World Report, Southern
Miss has been ranked in

the top 20 most popular
universities in the nation, the

only school in Mississippi to
hold this honor.

AA/EOE/ADAI
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EXTRAORDINARY STUDENT

Edwards is a Walking Miracle
By DANA MCKEE
Staff Writer

There are quite a few extraordinary students
around East Central Community College. The
non-traditional students who have been out of
a school environment for so long demonstrate
this extraordinary quality in a way that no other
student can. One student in particular that I
have had the honor to meet is Delphine Edwards. She started at East
Central in January 2011
and is working towards an
office systems technology
degree at the age of 45.
Edwards has four children. The oldest, Jamelaha
Young is 27 and works at
Tyson. Latarran Young is
26 and is currently pursuing a degree in criminal
psychology at The University of Southern MississipDANA MCKEE
pi and has recently begun
Staff Writer
working with Jackson
Cardiology Associates at St. Dominic’s Hospital.
She already obtained a degree in engineering in
2010, has a pharmaceutical license and attended Camp Shelby. Her youngest, Robin Young, is
currently working at Covington County Nursing
Home as an LPN (Liscensed Practical Nurse) and
is furthering her degree at The University of
Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. She also
has what she likes to call a “God-given” son, Wallace Dewayne Patrick. He is 23 years old and is
her deceased best friend’s son. She said she “has
always considered him to be a son” because his
mother and she were “like sisters.” She also has
four grandchildren whose names are Kelton
McLauren, Kamarin Young, Delana Magee and
Sabria Patrick.
In addition to attending college three days
a week, Edwards holds a steady job as a Quality Assurance Supervisor at Tyson in Forest.
As of April, she will have worked there for 10
years. She works third shift, which is basically
all night long, making it difficult to have energy
for schoolwork. However, despite not getting an
adequate amount of sleep, she has a positive attitude toward her studies and does her assignments to the best of her abilities.
In 1995, Edwards was in a serious car accident. Due to the severity of her injuries, she
had multiple surgeries for five years in a row
including spine surgery that was necessary to
prevent her from going blind. In 2009, she went
to the doctor for a checkup only to find out
that she had accumulated a lot of fluid in her
brain. While the nurses thought it was okay, the
doctor informed her that she had to come in for
brain surgery the next morning. Since she lost
her dad when he had the same surgery, she said
she was “terrified to go through with it.”
Edwards claims that something that really
touched her was, before she went in for surgery,
her co-workers came and prayed with her.
She said, “Even though I had to correct them
on the job sometimes, they still came and supported me through that ordeal.”
Before the surgery, the doctor told her she
would probably not know anybody or be able
to return to work. She would most likely have to
re-learn everything like a child. They had already drawn up her disability papers before the
surgery even began. But when she woke up, she
was perfectly fine.
She said, “I know that God had His hand on
me throughout the entire process.” The doctor
told her that even though she turned out okay
after the surgery, she wouldn’t be able to work
for two years. However, she was back at work in
four months just like nothing had ever happened.
Edwards shares that “I prayed for God to let
me be healed and He did heal me. Now, it is
my job to go out and be a testimony to people
every day of my life. I am a walking miracle.”
When asked for her inspiration to go back to
school she said, “I wanted to obtain a college degree. I got my job mainly through having experience in the field. I want to have something solid
behind me. I instilled in my children to get their
education and I felt that I owed it to myself and
my children to do this. Since I became pregnant

at an early age, I could not finish school because
I took responsibility for my actions by getting a
job to support myself and my children. I felt that
it was time for me to do something to both better myself and make my children proud of me.”
At first, coming back was challenging for
Edwards. She dropped out in the eleventh grade
with child. Six months after that, she went back
and got her G.E.D. “Coming here was very different for me,” she says, “I looked around in my English class and realized I was the oldest one there.
I prayed for God to see me though the class.
“With the help of tutors from the Success
Center and wonderful teachers from her first
semester, especially Mr. Chris Brady, Mrs. Britta
Stephens, Mrs. Anne Durham and Mrs. Kate
Covich, she was able to develop a much better
self-esteem and positive attitude.”
Edwards wanted to mention her family,
friends, and loved ones who have supported her
throughout the process of her coming back to
school. “My three daughters, son and mother
have been extremely supportive of my decision. They have helped me by encouraging me
with their words. They have all told me ‘I am so
proud of you for doing this.’ My bosses, Bryan
Wilkerson and Donna Kimble, and co-worker,
Jason Houston, have also supported my decision to further my education along with other
co-workers that are too many to name. (Sighing
in exasperation) — Gosh, I don’t want to leave
anybody out, thank you all, you know who you
are — My bosses, Bryan and Donna, have been
very supportive when it comes to the responsibilities involved in both my job and schoolwork.
There have been times when I needed to really
focus on my schoolwork and they have always
allowed me to take vacation time. They have let
me reschedule my work hours to better suit my
school career.” She feels that she would not have
been as successful in her studies without their
being so supportive of her.
“Jason Houston, who is my coworker, has also
been very supportive of me by swapping shifts
on the days that I attended school in order for
me to obtain a little more rest during the week.
He also has been a very supportive friend.” He
encourages her all of the time by telling her
“You got this, D.” Having this support team has
helped her to achieve success here at East Central.
To all of her fellow continuing education
students at East Central she gives the advice,
“Always keep a positive attitude and never let
the outside world decide your future. Set your
goals. Know that in order to achieve, there is
going to be some ups and downs, but having a strong, determination through them and
keeping your head up will allow you to conquer
your goals. College is not a game; it is where we
come to achieve a degree. It is important to be
serious because you can mess around and fail
your classes simply because you did not dedicate yourself enough to achieve your goal. Keep
a positive attitude. If you ever speak negative
in any situation, you will get negative results.
Never take no for an answer. If you share your
thoughts and dreams with others and they give
you negative feedback, count those people out.
Be around positive people who will lift you up.
Stay firm and always, above all, turn any negative situation into a positive outcome.”
Writer’s note: Edwards might share the
plight of several students here at East Central,
in regards to being a non-traditional student, but considering all that life has thrown
at her and the fact that she has been able to
overcome and remain a strong woman with
a strong faith in God is amazing to me. I met
Edwards last semester while working at the
Success Center. She needed help in her Basic
Reading class and we became fast friends.
I have tutored her ever since that day. She
is very near and dear to my heart. I love her
like a sister and will never forget all that she
has shared with me in the way of advice and
personal life experiences. She claims that I am
an encouragement to her, but she has been an
encouragement to me; when I thought that I
could not handle the work I was being given, I
imagined how hard it was for her to complete
the assignments that she has with her busy
schedule. She is an extraordinary woman in
addition to being an extraordinary student.
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Q & A With EC Homecoming Queen
What’s your favorite soda?
I don’t really drink enough soda to
have a favorite, but my favorite drink is
Ocean Spray Ruby Red Grapefruit Juice.
How does it feel to represent the
school as a part of the homecoming
court?
I feel very honored that the majority of the student body selected me as
queen. I appreciate all of the people
who were able to find the time in their
busy day to go vote.
What are your plans after you
leave East Central?
I plan to further my education to
whichever Mississippi university will
best prepare me for the medical field.
One day, I hope to become a pediatrician.
What are your two favorite mov-

By CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

Often the young lady selected
Homecoming
queen is more
than just someone who seeks
being elected a
title. This is true
with East Central Community College’s
Homecoming
Queen, Latia
Peavy of Carthage. Here’s
CHRISTINA NOLLIE
a look at the
Editor
young woman
under the crown, “Tia” Peavy.

ies?
The Green Mile and The Shawshank
Redemption
Favorite musical artist?
I’ve always preferred Oldies over the
music of the modern artists. My most
favorite, thought, would have to be
Stevie Wonder.
What do you participate in on
campus?
Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma Sigma Mu
Tau, Wall O’ Sound Band, Resident Advisor, Sophomore vice president, President’s Club
Who’s more excited, you or your
parents?
I would have to say my mom was the
most enthused when she found out.
She immediately started calling family
members and starting a dress search.

What’s your favorite place in the
world to be?
My favorite place to be is somewhere
fishing. It doesn’t matter if it’s from a
boat or a fishbank. When I’m fishing is
when I’m most at peace.
What’s one thing you’re afraid of?
I’m not really afraid of anything
physical, but I do have a fear of hurting
people emotionally.
If you had to listen to only three
artists for the rest of your life, who
would they be?
Stevie Wonder, Jazmine Sullivan, and
Rascal Flatts
What’s a unique nickname that
someone has called you?
Well, I don’t know how unique it is,
but some of my family members call me
“Tilly.”

PEAVY

Trick-or-Treat! Fall Festivities at EC are Hard to Beat
By RAYCHAL REED
Staff Writer

fall! I hope everyone participates in the
fun!”
The Student
A cool breeze is drifting through
Body Associathe air as leaves are changing to briltion has loads of
liant colors of red, orange and yellow.
fun planned for
Pumpkins are ready for carving, and
the students
hayrides are being planned! Fall is
and faculty. The
finally here! Not only does the season
first event will
bring the perfect weather for football,
be the Haunted
but it also brings lots of events to East
House of Hoops
Central Community College!
on October
Student Body president Nicole
26. Come to
Bounds said, “SBA is so excited for the
Bracken-Wood
*AD activities
- ECCC - we
HALFhave
PAGE:Layout
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new
planned for
gymnasium in
Staff Writer

your best
Halloween
costume
and cheer
on the
Warrior
Men’s and
Women’s
Basketball
Teams!
Free candy
will be
provided
to all students! No

BOUNDS

tricks to this, only treats for YOU! Aside
from meeting the 2011 Warrior basketball players, students can also enjoy
entertainment from the Centralettes,
the Warrior Cheerleaders and the Wall
O’ Sound Drum Line. A spooky night
is sure to be in store as there will be
excellent Halloween decorations in the
gym. The events begin at 6 p.m., so put
on your best outfit for the costume
contest and join the excitement! The
fun does not stop in October!
Another upcoming event is the SBA
Fall Festival on November 17. This is
the first ever carnival on campus, so

come help make it a success. Activities will be held on the mall area near
Mabry Cafeteria all afternoon on
November 19. There will be a dunking
booth where you can pay to dunk your
favorite teachers and a mechanical
bull for all the daredevils on campus.
Cotton candy, caramel apples and funnel cakes will all be sold at this event.
You don’t want to miss out on all the
things happening this fall, so mark
your calendars! SBA officers said they
hope everyone has a fun and safe Halloween and Thanksgiving holidays and
participates in the fall festivities at EC!

Need help to get a GOOD A&P grade?
Allied Health Ready —
our one-time seminar will give you the
tools to get the best A&P grade.
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Tuesday, October 11, 2011
6 to 9 p.m. • Thrash Auditorium
East Central Community College
Only $79.99
Register on-line NOW.
www.alliedhealthready.com
“Concept Linking” Manual Included

Proven results. Seminar size limited. twitter @AHRcanhelp
Your gateway
to an Allied Health Career
601.684.9138
www.alliedhealthready.com

We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your club/organization to gphillips@eccc.edu with identification and any happenings.
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Warriors Deck Their Dorm Rooms Out
BY BRIANNA WINDHAM
Staff Writer

Growing up, most children
had four well decorated walls,
closet space, furniture of all
sorts and game systems. Now,
you have four white walls, a
small closet, a desk and luckily
a small dresser. Welcome to college dorm life! Good thing is, it
does not have to stay that way
all year. There are several things
you can do to change it up and
make it feel more like home. Everyone needs a touch of home
in their room even if it is a simple family picture!
First things first, come up
with ideas! You can never have
too many. Come up with ideas
for what wall décor you want
to use, what style of bedding
and flooring you want in your
room and even how you want
to arrange your room. Consider

COURT
From Page 1

a color scheme if you are the
type that has to have everything match.
“We both love bright colors
and we wanted it to be as much
like home as possible!” said
dorm resident Mallory Holder
about her and her roommate,
Kayleigh McCool.
Decorate your walls with
posters, paintings, pictures or
stick-on wall art. When hanging wall decorations make sure
they are not too heavy, takes
the paint off the wall, or need to
be nailed in. Those items could
result into room fees, costing
you some money.
Bedding and flooring: pick
something that fits you! Having
a comforter set that you like
and is comfortable may help
you feel better about being
away from home.
Peeler said, “Since MarLee
and I have known each other

major and graduate of Newton County
High School. He is the son of Tom and
Pam Keith of Decatur.
Carson is a pre-nursing major and
the daughter of Sonya and Randy Carson of Carthage.
A graduate of Carthage High School,
she was a member of Health Occupation Students of America and the Lady
Tiger softball team.
Serving as Carson’s escort is Bobby
Wrench, a sophomore liberal arts ma-

BAND
From Page 1
Centralette co-captains Raychal
Reed of Louisville and Anna
Leach of Sebastopol.
The band made its debut performance during halftime of the
Warriors’ game again Northwest
Mississippi Community College on Sept. 8, in Decatur. They
will continue to perform for all
home games, which begin at
6:30 p.m. and during homecoming at 2 p.m. Saturday.
Band members include:
Brandon: Katie Butler;
Carthage: Mattie Brooks, Lacie Sessums, Destiny Crawford,
Latia Peavy, Meghan McIntosh,
Ashley Moore, Ashley Palmer,
Erin Wooten, Lindsey Adams,
Jasmine Henry, Ronda Morris
and Turner Stevens, Cody Jenkins, Danny Smith, Ethan Russell, Brandon Sellers and Thomas Reeves;
Chunky: Brandon Davis;
Collinsville: Gareth Driskell,
Kelsey Ladnier, Tarra Gipson,
Hannah Cade, Jessie Armstrong
and Georgia Doner;
Conehatta: Sarah La Bue;

MCLEMORE
From Page 1
believed in him completely and
will miss him greatly.”
Wayne Eason, Dean of Career
Technical Instruction, who had
supervised McLemore for the
past eight years, said, “Scott
was a great mechanic. Rarely if
ever was there a problem presented to him that he couldn’t
repair. He was always cordial to
his students, never having an
unkind word for anyone. He will
be missed by his students and
friends.”
One of McLemore’s students,
Deangelo Shepherd, said, “Mr.
Scott was a good man. He did
everything in his power to help
others, no matter what. His class
was one of the best classes I’ve
ever had. You learned a lot in the
auto shop. He had a story for every problem you run into in the
shop.
“I remember this one time, we
were talking about safety. He

BRIANNA WINDHAM/
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

since we were younger , it was
easier for us to decorate our
room to give it that home feeling.”
Another way to brighten up
your room a tad bit is by adding a rug. A rug is an excellent
idea for tile floors in the winter.
Last but not least, entertainment! Many dorm residents
have several different types of
entertainment. TV is a big factor for most dorm residents. It
gives them something to do in
their spare time when they are
not studying or in class. Many
students stick to laptops for
Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube;
others may have a Wii, Xbox or
Playstation in their room.
Remember, decorate your
room based on yourself. Express yourself. Decorate to
make yourself feel at home.
Add all you need, just not Mom
and Dad!

jor and graduate of Columbus High
School. He is the son of Bobbi and Helen Wrench of Columbus.
Morris is the daughter of JoLena and
Ronnie Morris of Carthage. A pre-nursing major, she is a member of the Wall
O’ Sound Band and the Gospel Choir.
A graduate of Carthage High School,
she was a member of the Tiger Marching Band, Future Business Leaders of
America and the Spanish Club.
Serving as Miss Morris’ escort is Percy
Lewis, a freshman physical education
major and graduate of Morton High

Taking a break from studying, Mallory Holder of Sylva
Bay Academy and Kayleigh
McCool of Neshoba Central
show off their dorm decor.

Showing off their zebra room
decor are A.J. Peeler and
MarLee Massey, both from
Neshoba Central and Lady
Warrior softball players.

School. He is the son of Denise Lewis of
Morton.
McCool is the daughter of Tommy
and Pam McCool of Philadelphia. A
broadcast journalism/sports communication major, she is a member of the
Warrior cheerleading squad, Warrior
Corps and the Diamond Darlings. She
also serves as a staff writer for The TomTom student newspaper.
An honor graduate of Neshoba Central High School, she served as student
body vice president, student government representative and a Girls’ State

Decatur: Tyler Yates, Ryan Gillis, Cassie Munn, Lindsey Miller,
Amanda Packer, Breanna Terrell,
Tiffany Sims, Claire Griffin, Hannah Farmer, Jeremy Carson and
Jon ‘Marie Baucum;
Duffee: Sandy Alexander;
Flowood: Audrey Cannon;
Forest: Brittney Darby, Kayla
Brown, Chris Pittman, Ryan McClendon;
Goshen: James Hanna;
Hero: Robin Coker;
Hickory: Julien Gillis, Kameron Boulton, Bo Fosher, Melissa
Manues,
Lake: Megan Smith, Chelsea
McMillan, Amanda Williamson,
Kellie Black, Shatarra Ickom,
Yashica Ickom, Shatarra Donald, Jason Gibbs, Matt Graham,
Jacoquyn Rasco, and Jacob Emmons;
Lawrence: Jasmine Pickens;
Little Rock: Caleb Raines,
Brooke Boyd and Livi Harrison;
Louin: Terry Davis;
Louisville: Erin Hathorn, Ashley Arthur, Brittany Burton,
Bailey Hartness, Raychal Reed,
Brecia Hornesburger, Vacinte
Young, India Ball, T.J. Davis,
Rachel Sharp, De’Obra Smith,
Matthew Dempsey, Lucas Calvert, Eric Trosper, Chris Mays,

Sam Goss, Arial Brawner, Rosie
Hickman, Kenya Hickman, Jake
Thompson, Denetra Darden and
Xavier Rodgers;
Macon: Kendall Taylor;
McCarley: Greg Winters and
Daniel Winters;
Meridian: Lydia Cook, Jordan
Brownlee, Courtney Mackey and
Shelby Powell, all of Meridian;
Morton: Lindsay Gibbs, Kristy
Athey, Kayla Ezell, Daniel Kersgaard, Shawn Windham, Persephiney Wingo and Kierra Ealy,
Avery Ward and Jade Castillo;
Newton: Michael Buntyn,
Jamey Tune, Jason Mann, Ellen
Gibbs, Marquitta Moore, Monte
Davis, Lauren Lurk, D’Angela
Lang, Javossiya Walker, Lauren
Shimfessel and Magen Pierce;
Noxapater: Alyse Webb;
Philadelphia: Brandon Warrick, Clint Reynolds, Nick Willis, Tommie Warren, Tanner
McGee, Cortney Drummond,
Whitney Jenkins, Chris Lyons,
Kayla Greer, Eden McGee, Katherine Upchurch, Tiffany Benson, Ashleigh Savage and Brittany Neese, John Clifton Pope,
Chadeidra Hunt, T.J. Anderson,
Lauren Daniels, Hailey Rhodes,
Leslie Young, Zyron Jones, Austin Savell, Michael Savell and

told us
the story about
h i s
friend
w h o
had
a
car that
was really low
to the
ground
and had
CHRISTINA NOLLIE
a hole in
Editor
the gas
tank.
One day, his friend asked to
use Scott’s car. Scott asked his
friend why he wouldn’t go in his
own car. His friend said, ‘Because
it’s night time!’ Scott asked,
‘What’s that got to do with anything?’ Then his friend told him
about the hole in his tank and
that his car made sparks when
he hits bumps in the road and
that he doesn’t want the sparks
to touch the leaking gas and
blow up. Scott asked, ‘Well what
makes you think it doesn’t spark

in the day time?’ His friend said
he didn’t think it did.
I thought this was a funny story. We will miss that funny guy.
We’ll always love him and never
forget how he helped us.”
Services were held at 2 p.m,
Sept. 21, 2011, at Lake First Baptist Church, with the Revs. Robert Rowzee, Wayne Campbell
and Jackie Strebeck officiating.
He was buried in Blue Springs
Cemetery on Chunky/Duffee
Road, north of Chunky.
Newton
County
Funeral
Home (South) was in charge of
arrangement.
Survivors include his wife, Renee Freeman McLemore; two
sons, Caleb and Nick McLemore;
a daughter, Shelby McLemore;
his parents, the Rev. Ken and
Mrs. Mattie McLemore of Lake;
his brother, Ben (Stephanie)
McLemore of Lake; his motherin-law, Dorothy Freeman; and
several nieces and nephews.
The ECCC faculty and staff were
among honorary pallbearers.

Delegate. She was a three-time UCA
All-American cheerleader and served
two years as cheer squad captain. She
was also a 2010 district cross country
champion.
Serving as Miss McCool’s escort is Lucas Calvert, a freshman accounting major and graduate of Neshoba Central
High School. He is the son of Speedy
and Jamie Calvert of Louisville.
Stuart is the daughter of Sid and Kim
Stuart of Philadelphia. A pre-nursing
major, she is a member of the Warrior
Corps, Sigma Sigma Mu Tau and the Di-

Carollyn Young;
Polkville: Kelsey Hall;
Preston: Joshua Richardson;
Puckett: Hunter Brooks and
Rob Parker;
Sebastopol: Tyler Gilmore,
Danielle Shelley, Anna Leach,
Lorraina Burkes, Jacob King,

amond Darlings. She is also the recipient of the US Motors Scholarship.
An honor graduate of Neshoba Central High School, she was selected Miss
NCHS, a junior homecoming maid and
was a member of the student council
for four years. She was a member of
Leadership Neshoba her junior year
and participated in Beta Club.
Serving as Miss Stuart’s escort is
Dylan Alford, a sophomore liberal arts
major and graduate of Leake Academy.
He is the son of Diane Alford of Philadelphia and the late Wayne Alford.

James Cumberland;
Sumrall: Cole Stanley and D.J.
Harris; and
Union: Bailee Viverette, Loren
Pullin, Thomas Justice, Tiffany
Smith, Ashley Swearingen, Tori
McInnis, Genny Brown, Alicia
Butler, Damio Huddleston, Han-

nah Berryhill, Ava Marie Adkins,
Alex Chappell, Corie Skinner,
Amanda Barnett and Kirk Griffin.
For more information on the
ECCC band program, contact
Carson at 601-635-6228, or toll
free 1-877-462-3222. The e-mail
address is tcarson@eccc.edu.

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, efficient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natural gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember
safety first when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.
Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere.
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rotten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.
From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high standards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.
Damage Prevention
Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig.
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!
Detecting A Natural Gas Leak
Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.
~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.
~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.
~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.
Natural Gas Safety Tips:
Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:
~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to find or stop the leak.
~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, flashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.
~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-9176119.
Remember - Never try to find the leak yourself!!!
To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.
For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.
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Stick-It to Procrastination: Ditch
Stress, and Make Time for Success
By RAYCHAL REED
Staff Writer

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Father and son, Kevin and Austin Vaughn of Philadelphia, who
both attend Mississippi State University-Meridian, take a break from
classes and study together.

Father and Son
Earn Scholarship
at MSU-Meridian
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Kevin and Austin Vaughn
leave their homes in Philadelphia every Tuesday and
Thursday morning and head
to Mississippi State UniversityMeridian. The father and son
are at the campus both days
from 9 am until 9 pm and share
two classes together, lunch,
and even some study time.
Kevin Vaughn, a 41-year-old
father of four and pastor of
New Harmony Baptist Church
in Philadelphia, transferred
to MSU-Meridian in the fall of
2010, and was one of the first
65 recipients of the Riley Next
Step Scholarship initiated by
the Riley Foundation and other
generous benefactors. He will
earn his B.B.A. degree with a
concentration in marketing
this coming spring, and plans
to earn a master’s degree in
theology from New Orleans
Baptist Seminary, while at the
same time, earn a M.B.A. from
MSU-Meridian.
“Thanks to The Riley Foundation and Mississippi Power,
the Riley Next Step Scholarship
will pay for my undergraduate
degree so I can use the money
I had saved for my education and pay for my graduate
schooling at both seminary
and MSU-Meridian,” said
Vaughn.
“After graduating from
Philadelphia High School in
1988, I took classes at several
area community colleges but I
really didn’t apply myself and
ended up dropping out. When
I decided I wanted to enroll at
East Central Community College in 2009, I really worked at
it. I was much more focused
this time around and I did well,”
he added.
Vaughn’s son, Austin, is a
20-year-old transfer student
from East Mississippi Community College who started at

MSU-Meridian this fall. He also
received the Riley Next Step
Scholarship and is pursuing a
B.B.A. degree with a concentration in accounting.
“I feel so blessed that I
received the Riley Next Step
Scholarship, as it honors a
commitment and success in
academics,” said Austin. “And
I am thankful to attend Mississippi State University-Meridian
without incurring any tuition
or fees. I’m also very fortunate that my store manager at
Goody’s in Philadelphia, Ms.
Roberta, has been very supportive and has worked my
hours at the store around my
school schedule.”
While father and son enjoy
their time together driving
back and forth to campus, eating lunch, and studying, they
also enjoy competing against
each other in the classes they
share.
“We are both competitive,
noted Kevin, and I think our
friendly competition pushes
me to try harder. So far Austin
has scored higher on two of
our tests, and while I don’t really have a desire to beat him,
if I can just stay with him I’d be
proud.”
“Attending school with
my father makes the experience more interesting,” added
Austin. “Because he attended
the university one year ahead
of me, I knew what to expect
from the professors before I
started this fall, and because
of his contacts, I met some
people I probably would never
have met. It is a joy to go to
school with him.”
Austin, along with 44 other
Riley Scholars, will be honored
at a scholarship reception
slated for October 11. Since
its inception in the fall of 2010,
The Riley Next Step Scholarship has been awarded to 125
students.

Did you know there are more
than 30 school organizations
that students can become a part
of while at East Central? There
are signs posted everywhere on
campus inviting students to get
such as these that read: “Want
to be a student recruiter? Be a
member of Warrior Corps!” or
“Enjoy writing and taking pictures? Join the Wo-he-lo or TomTom staffs!” “Possess leadership
skills? Run for a student government office!” Besides being
caught in this whirlwind of due
dates, meetings and petitions,
how in the world are students
supposed to focus on school
and, more importantly focus on

tests or
assignments
along
with becoming
involved
in these
fun
clubs?
Time
management is
RAYCHAL REED
key.
Staff Writer
When
students realize that there are
deadlines to be met, the clock
begins ticking. Managing time
is a very difficult task to tackle;
however, here are a few simple
steps to help keep students
right on track! First of all, pro-

crastination is a person’s worst
enemy. Time is a tricky thing.
It sneaks up when one least
expects it, and procrastination
can be an easy detour. Reading
a chapter ahead in your toughest class may not be the most
thrilling thing on your to do list,
so start simple. Don’t let all the
hard things pile up together.
Take it one step at a time and
reward yourself by doing easier
tasks. This way, the student
will not only overload with too
much tough work but will benefit by checking things off his
or her “to do” list.
Second, prioritize. If you have
an online test that you’re about
to begin, close any other page
that might distract you. What
is happening in the Facebook

world should be the least of
your worries as you try to focus
on a test.
Third, write yourself notes
to remember things. It is much
easier to remember that you
have a meeting at 10:45, if you
have a sticky note to remind
you, then after the fact when
you realize you missed your
meeting.
Finally, take some time out
of your day for a little rest and
relaxation. Feeling drained from
the worries of the day? Take a
time out for a quick power nap.
Studies have proven that taking
a nap during the day can boost
your energy and relieve stress!
Hopefully these tips can help
you ditch stress and make time
for success!

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Finalizing Plans for ECCC Homecoming: Making final preparations for East Central Community College’s 2011 homecoming celebration,
scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8, are the College’s Alumni Association Officers and Board of Directors, who include (seated from left) Dr. Stacey
Hollingsworth, Executive Director for Foundation and Alumni Relations; Lisa O’Neill, hotel and restaurant management technology instructor
who serves as faculty representative; Amanda Walton, career-technical counselor; Florence Harkins Henley (Class of 1981) of Starkville,
out-of-district representative; Lois Blount Cooper (Class of 1959) of Madison, secretary; Martha Blanton (Class of 1981) of Carthage, Leake
County representative; and Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, ECCC Vice President for Instruction; (second row, from left) Bill Freeman (Class of
1989) of Forest, Scott County representative; Jerald Everett (Class of 1964) of Clinton, Association president; Anthony Cunningham (Class
of 1982) of Philadelphia, Neshoba County representative; Ann Hunter Burkes (Class of 1963) of Decatur, Newton County representative; Jeanette Beevers Thrash (Class of 1958) of Decatur, Newton County representative; Dayna Morgan (Class of 1984) of Philadelphia,
Neshoba County representative; and (back row, from left) ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; Matt Alford (Class of 1989) of Forest, Scott
County representative; Dr. Bob Tom Johnson (Class of 1963) of Forest, immediate past association president; Randall E. Lee, ECCC Vice
President for Student Services; Paul Chamblee (Class of 1975) of Carthage, Leake County representative; Dow Thomas (Class of 1996) of
Louisville, Winston County representative; and Harvey Trapp (Class of 1957) of Newton, past association president.

ECCC Offers Scholarship
Opportunity for Single Parents
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
“Online Colleges.org Support A Student Scholarship for
Single Parents,” - the first of its
kind - was created to financially
assist single parents enrolled in
a college degree program with
an online learning component.
The winner, who will be

announced on December 1,
2011, will be awarded $10,000
towards non-tuition related living expenses for the January
2012 academic year including:
4Rent
4Childcare
4Books and School Sup-

plies

4Utilities – Gas and Electric
4Utilities – Internet
4Groceries

Any single parent enrolled
in a degree program with a
significant online component is
eligible to apply. The applicant
must also be receiving some

other type of financial aid.
The scholarship, with further
information, can be found at:
http://www.onlinecolleges.org/
scholarship.
For more information,
contact Lauren Licata, community outreach coordinator, at
lauren@OnlineColleges.org or
at 773-517-8510.

2011-12 ECCC
Collegians Selected
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The 2011-12 version of the
Collegians was selected following auditions on the East
Central Community College
campus, announced Thomas
W. Carson, Director of Bands.
The rock ‘n’ roll group includes vocalists Bailee Viverette and Ava Marie Adkins,
both of Union, Persephiney
Wingo of Morton, Macy Seale
of Philadelphia, Jeremy Carson
of Decatur, DJ Townsend of
Carthage and Josh Scafide of
Long Beach; rhythm section
members Joey Holdiness (lead
guitar), Clint Reynolds (bass
guitar) and Chris Lyons (drumset), all of Philadelphia, Alyse

Webb (keyboards) of Noxapater and Jacob King (auxiliary
percussion) of Conehatta; wind
section members Hanna Cade
(first trumpet) of Collinsville,
Georgia Doner (second trumpet) of Bailey, Courtney Mackey (alto/tenor sax) of Meridian
and Tyler Yates (trombone)
of Decatur; and technicians
Austin Jay (head technician),
Alex Chappell and Kirk Griffin,
all of Union; DJ Harris and Cole
Stanley, both of Sumrall, Danny
Smith of Carthage, Justin
Collins of Forest and Michael
Buntyn of Newton.
Carson is also a guitarist for
the popular group in addition
to serving as director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Celebrates Surgical Technologist Week: As part of the Surgical Technologist Week, September 19-23, East Central Community
College celebrated with a reception. The third week of September was proclaimed to honor surgical technologists statewide by Gov. Haley
Barbour. Taking part in the celebration are (front row, from left) Kristie Pilgrim, surgical technology instructor; Lee Ann Shirley, surgical technology program director/instructor; and Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, vice president for instruction; (second row, from left) Wayne Eason, director
of workforce education; surgical technology students, Summer Hodge, Meridian; Sonya Jones Jenkins, Carthage; Kara Germany, Rose Hill;
Stephanie Williams, Meridian; Shannon Gallaspy, Newton; Stephanie Owens, Louisville; Angela Walker; Meridian; Sharon O’Neal; DeKalb;
and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; (third row, from left) and surgical technology students, Jake Cain, Chunky; Meissa Thomas, Meridian; Kristi Fulcher, Louisville; Triana Parker, Meridian; Lisa Hoskins, Philadelphia; and Andreal Ross, Lake.
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Community College Leaders Seek Additional
Funding to Accommodate Increasing Enrollment
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

JACKSON – As the national economy
nosedived, enrollment at Mississippi
community colleges exploded from
67,779 students in 2007 to 83,210 in
2010. This fall, enrollment is returning to normal rates of growth, which
community college leaders say was
expected.
“The leveling off of enrollment is
as much about capacity, as it is the
economy,” said Dr. Clyde Muse, president of Hinds Community College. “Our
institutions have stretched resources
– space, faculty and financial aid – to
the point that we cannot sustain enrollment at these levels without additional
state funds to support more students.”
East Central Community College
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin added:
“East Central was one of only two or
three community colleges to see an
increase (7.7 percent) this fall and
continue the trend of ever-increasing
enrollment. We are basically at or
above capacity and additional resources are needed to continue to meet
the demands placed upon us with the
numbers of students who come to us

COOKIN’ AT EC

to improve their quality of life.”
Community college leaders shared
their concerns with members of the
Legislative Budget Committee in a
hearing held Sept. 22, 2011, in the
Legislative Budget Office Conference
Room in the Woolfolk Building in Jackson.
After a 2,600 student enrollment
increase in fall 2010, preliminary fall
2011 numbers show a 3.6 percent
decrease system-wide, with enrollment
still well more than 80,000 credit students. About 74 percent of community
college students are enrolled in academic courses and intend to transfer
to a university. The remaining students
are focused on a quicker entry into the
workforce and are pursuing a one or
two-year career or technical program.
Despite a commitment of mid-level
funding passed into state law in 2007,
the 15 community colleges have lost
ground in the last three years. Midlevel funding would provide per FTE
(full-time equivalent) community college student funding midway between
per-student funding for K-12 and the
regional public universities. State funding per community college FTE is 24

percent less than it was in 2000.
The community colleges are asking state lawmakers for an additional
$76,972,460 in state funding for Fiscal
Year 2013 that begins July 1, 2012 to
bring community colleges half-way to
the promised mid-level funding. But
twice that amount, $153,945,000, is
needed to meet the full mandate of the
law. An additional $2,366 per student,
up to $5,643, is the target for mid-level
funding.
Community college leaders say they
recognize that legislators did their best
in the last legislative session under
tough circumstances. The FY 2012 state
appropriation is about the same as it
was in FY 2011.
The colleges are also seeking $166
million in capital improvements on
their campuses. Over the past four
years, the colleges have coped as
best they could with dwindling or
static state dollars and record-breaking
enrollment increases by absorbing students without new influxes of instructors, equipment or physical space.
A separate $9 million state bond bill
for construction of a state headquarters building for the Mississippi Com-

munity College Board also has support
of the 15 community colleges.
“Mississippi has the oldest community college system in the nation, and
it serves the largest number of higher
education students in the state,” said
Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the
Mississippi Community College Board.
“The Legislature has given us the land
for our headquarters building and
planning has been done. Now we need
the funds to construct the building.”
Community colleges are also focused on increasing the educational
attainment level of Mississippians and
are prepared to do their part in helping the state meet the national goal of
increasing by 50 percent the number
of Americans with a postsecondary certificate, degree or credential by 2020.
“The reality is that Mississippi
doesn’t have the pool of college-ready
high school graduates to meet that
ambitious goal,” said Dr. Scott Elliott,
Meridian Community College president and chairman of the Mississippi
Association of Community and Junior
Colleges.
With 400,000 working-age Mississippians without a high school credential,

the community colleges are also asking
for $11.5 million for dropout recovery.
Community colleges have taken a lead
role in getting more adults prepared
for the GED, while helping these students transition to college. The colleges
served nearly 20,000 enrolled in Adult
Basic Education/GED classes last year.
Among those to address the Legislative Budget Committee are Meridian
Community College President Dr. Scott
Elliott; Bubba Hudspeth, chairman of
the Mississippi Community College
Board; Hinds Community College President Dr. Clyde Muse, chairman of the
MACJC legislative committee; Holmes
Community College President Dr.
Glenn Boyce, member of the Education
Achievement Council and Dr. Eric Clark,
executive director of the Mississippi
Community College Board.
The Mississippi Association for Community and Junior Colleges funding
requests are endorsed by the Mississippi Community College Board, as
well as the statewide trustee, alumni
and faculty and student organizations
that represent the 15 public two-year
colleges.

Comfort Foods for the Fall Holidays
By JESSICA BARNETT
Staff Writer

As the weather gets cooler,
the recipes get
warmer,
and
homes
are filled
with the
aroma of
yummy
treats.
A few
of the
students
JESSICA BARNETT
shared
Staff Writer
some
recipes
of theirfavorite treats!
Shelby Johnston shares a
common holiday favorite, but
with a twist.

JOHNSTON

Chocolate Pecan Pie

INGREDIENTS: 1 (9-inch) unbaked pie shell
2 cup pecan halves
3 large eggs, beaten
3 tablespoon butter, melted
1/2 cup dark corn syrup
1 cup sugar
2 tablespoon; high-quality
bourbon
3 ounce semi-sweet chocolate,
chopped
DIRECTIONS: Preheat the
oven to 375 degrees F.
Cover bottom of pie crust
with pecans. In a medium bowl,
whisk together the eggs and
melted butter. Add the corn
syrup, sugar, bourbon and the
chopped chocolate. Stir until
all ingredients are combined.
Pour mixture into the pie shell
over the pecans and place on a
heavy-duty cookie sheet. Bake
for 10 minutes. Lower the oven
temperature to 350 degrees F
and continue to bake for an additional 25 minutes or until pie is
set. Remove from oven and cool
on a wire rack.

Jeremy Sanders shares his
recipe for his favorite food,
macaroni and cheese.

SANDERS

spoons
1 block of dry ice
1 large cast iron dutch oven
1 large metal bowl (which can
easily fit inside the dutch oven)
Chilled glass mugs
DIRECTIONS: Add the apple
cider, pomegranate juice, grated
ginger and lemon juice together
in a pitcher.
Wearing gloves and using a
hammer, smash the dry ice into
large chunks. Place a few in the
bottom of the dutch oven and
add water to cover. Place the
metal bowl inside the dutch
oven and pour in the brew.
Krystle Hardy has a soup for
that cold, rainy day.

1/2 cup light corn syrup
1 teaspoon white vinegar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
18 cup popped corn
INSTRUCTIONS: In a medium
saucepan, combine sugar, water,
syrup, vinegar, and salt. Cook
over high heat until mixture
reaches 255 degrees F (hard-ball
stage) on a candy thermometer.
Stir in vanilla. Pour over popped
corn, tossing gently to coat.
When mixture is cool enough

to handle, press popcorn into
3-inch balls with lightly greased
hands. Cool completely on wax
paper.
Makes 14 popcorn balls
All of these recipes would
be great for the fall season or
anytime you are wanting a quick
snack.
Correction: In the September edition of The Tom-Tom,
Ms. Mae McAdory’s recipe for
Crock-pot Candy should have
read: In your crock pot set temp

to low add 1 unsalted 16 oz.
peanut, 1 salted 16 oz. peanuts.
1 package of Nestles choc. Pcs
1 German Choc. Bar broken in
pieces 1 ½ cup crunchy peanut
butter layer in order. Cover and
let cook without lifting lid for
2 hours. it will appear as if it’s
not cooked but by the time you
get all the nuts stirred in and
completely covered, you will
be ready to dip a spoon on wax
paper or cookie sheets, should
make 90 pieces.

Cheesy Mac

INGREDIENTS: 4 tablespoons
butter, cut into pieces
1/2 cup sour cream
2 cups grated cheddar cheese
3 eggs, beaten
4 cups cooked elbow macaroni,
drained
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup milk
DIRECTIONS: Preheat oven to
350 degrees.
Once you have the macaroni cooked and drained, place
in a large bowl and while still
hot and add the cheddar. In a
separate bowl, combine the
remaining ingredients and add
to the macaroni mixture. Pour
macaroni mixture into a casserole dish and bake for 30 to
45 minutes. Top with additional
cheese if desired.
If you like Halloween, then
Caitlan Dearman has a recipe for

HARDY

7 Can Soup

INGREDIEDNTS: 1 can of mild
rotel
1 can of veg-all
2 cans of chili without beans
1 can of chicken and stars
soup
1 can of tomato soup
1 can of niblet corn
INSTRUCTIONS: Combine all
of the ingredients in a large boiler and simmer for 45 minutes. If
desired, top with crackers.
Joshua Taylor Peoples has a
fall favorite!

You are invited
to

Community College
Recognition Day

DEARMAN

November 7, 2011

you!

Witch’s Brew

INGREDIENTS: 4 cups apple
cider
1 cup pomegranate juice
1 tablespoon freshly grated
ginger
Juice of 1 lemon, about 3 table-

PEOPLES

Popcorn Balls

INGREDIENTS: 2 cup sugar
1 1/3 cup water

www.statement.msstate.edu
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Community Colleges Receive Favorable
Response from Legislative Budget Committee
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
JACKSON – Members of the
Legislative Budget Committee
offered encouraging words to
leaders of the 15 community
colleges, who made their annual budget presentation on
Sept. 22.
College officials reminded
lawmakers about the steep enrollment climbs of the last three
years and the dwindling or
static state dollars in the same
timeframe.
While lawmakers made no
promises, they said they are
attuned to the plight of the colleges that are seeking to help
boost the state’s higher education attainment level and get
unemployed or underemployed
workers skilled training and in
the workplace.
“I see that you’re educating
more students with less money
and less money for improvements. You keep coming to us
and saying it to us. Perhaps it’ll
register with us. It appears y’all
are getting the short end of the
stick,” said committee member
Rep. Percy Watson, D-Hattiesburg, who was chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee in
the 2011 session.
This year’s budget hearings
have been atypical in that the
committee’s membership is

expected to be completely
different after the Nov. 8 general election and a new House
speaker is chosen when the
legislative session begins in
January. Neither current Lt. Gov.
Phil Bryant, the Republican candidate for governor, nor Speaker
of the House Billy McCoy, who
did not run for re-election, attended the community colleges’
hearing.
As the national economy
nosedived, enrollment at Mississippi community colleges
exploded from 67,779 students
in 2007 to 83,210 in 2010. This
fall, enrollment is returning to
normal rates of growth, which
community college leaders say
was expected.
But despite a commitment
of mid-level funding passed
into state law in 2007, the 15
community colleges have
lost ground in the last three
years. Mid-level funding would
provide per FTE (full-time
equivalent) community college student funding midway
between per-student funding
for K-12 and the regional public
universities. State funding per
community college FTE is 24
percent less than it was in 2000.
“The leveling off of enrollment is as much about capacity, as it is the economy,” said
Dr. Clyde Muse, president of

Hinds Community College.
“Our institutions have stretched
resources – space, faculty and
financial aid – to the point that
we cannot sustain enrollment at
these levels without additional
state funds to support more
students.”
After a 2,600 student enrollment increase in fall 2010,
preliminary fall 2011 numbers
show a 3.6 percent decrease
system-wide, with enrollment
still well more than 80,000 credit students. About 74 percent of
community college students are
enrolled in academic courses
and intend to transfer to a university. The remaining students
are focused on a quicker entry
into the workforce and are pursuing a one or two-year career
or technical program.
The community colleges are
asking state lawmakers for an
additional $76,972,460 in state
funding for Fiscal Year 2013 that
begins July 1, 2012 to bring
community colleges half-way to
the promised mid-level funding. But twice that amount,
$153,945,000, is needed to
meet the full mandate of the
law. An additional $2,366 per
student, up to $5,643, is the
target for mid-level funding.
Community college leaders
say they recognize that legislators did their best in the last

legislative session under tough
circumstances. The FY 2012
state appropriation is about the
same as it was in FY 2011.
Rep. Cecil Brown, D-Jackson,
chairman of the Education
Committee and a member of
the Universities and Colleges
Committee, praised the community colleges for their work
with the Education Achievement Council. The council was
created by the 2010 Legislature
to craft performance measures
for higher education that will
likely become part of the state’s
funding mechanism for both
community colleges and universities.
“Community colleges have
been not only willing participants, but they have been very
involved in restructuring some
of the things they do internally
as a result of suggestions made
by the Education Achievement
Council,” Brown said. “You’ve
made some exciting changes in
what you’re doing, and I think
it’ll pay dividends in the state
of Mississippi for a long time to
come.”
Holmes Community College President Dr. Glenn Boyce
addressed performance and
accountability and the council’s
work. “The bottom line to this
effort is what we can do better
for students,” he said.

The colleges are also seeking
$166 million in capital improvements on their campuses. Over
the past four years, the colleges
have coped as best they could
with dwindling or static state
dollars and record-breaking enrollment increases by absorbing
students without new influxes
of instructors, equipment or
physical space.
A separate $9 million state
bond bill for construction of a
state headquarters building for
the Mississippi Community College Board also has support of
the 15 community colleges.
“Mississippi has the oldest
community college system in
the nation, and it serves the
largest number of higher education students in the state,” said
Dr. Eric Clark, executive director
of the Mississippi Community
College Board. “The Legislature
has given us the land for our
headquarters building and
planning has been done. Now
we need the funds to construct
the building.”
Community colleges are
also focused on increasing the
educational attainment level of
Mississippians and are prepared
to do their part in helping the
state meet the national goal of
increasing by 50 percent the
number of Americans with a
postsecondary certificate, de-

gree or credential by 2020.
“The reality is that Mississippi doesn’t have the pool
of college-ready high school
graduates to meet that ambitious goal,” said Dr. Scott Elliott,
Meridian Community College
president and chairman of the
Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges.
With 400,000 working-age
Mississippians without a high
school credential, the community colleges are also asking
for $11.5 million for dropout
recovery. Community colleges
have taken a lead role in getting
more adults prepared for the
GED, while helping these students transition to college. The
colleges served nearly 20,000
enrolled in Adult Basic Education/GED classes last year.
Also addressing the Legislative Budget Committee were
Meridian Community College
President Dr. Scott Elliott and
Bubba Hudspeth, chairman of
the Mississippi Community College Board.
The Mississippi Association
for Community and Junior
Colleges funding requests are
endorsed by the Mississippi
Community College Board, as
well as the statewide trustee,
alumni and faculty and student
organizations that represent the
15 public two-year colleges.

E-BOOKS: The Next Generation of Textbooks
By ASHLEY DUMAS
Staff Writer

During this semester East
Central Community College
Associate Degree Nursing
students will be the first program to try out the use of the
new online e-book program.
The program they are using is
Pageburst, a product of Elsevier
Publishing.
Throughout the first few
weeks of school, the e-books
were intimidating to most
students. Between the stress
of starting a new journey in

nursing
school,
the
drama of
ending
their
social life
for the
next two
years,
and the
introduction of
ASHLEY DUMAS
e-books,
Staff Writer
many
of the nursing students were

ready to “pull their hair out.”
Some of the pros of e-books
are they are user-friendly,
they save the students money
and students are not carrying
around 14 or more books in
their back-packs. The cons are
they are still extremely expensive and if students do not own
a laptop, they must purchase
one; if the student is not very
computer-savvy it can be difficult to get accustomed . Several
other classes on campus require
half e-book and half textbook,
while several online classes are

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Residence Hall Council: Pictured above are 2011-2012 residence hall council members at East
Central Community College. Students and their respective high schools include (front row, from left)
(front row, from left) Holli Nutt, Morton; Beth Mayes, Jacksonville, Ala.; Erica Johnson, Philadelphia;
Shelby Parkman, Raleigh; and organization president LaTia Peavy, Carthage; (back row, from left)
Danny Smith, Carthage; Justin Collins, Forest; Perry Stroud, Lake; and Chris Thames, Decatur. Director
of Housing/Student Activities Marcie Pinson serves as sponsor.

We Want
Your News!
E-mail information about your info to gphillips@eccc.edu.

going to only e-books.
When asked how she felt
about the e-books, India Dickerson, Associate Degree Nursing
student from Edinburg said, “I
like not having to carry 20 extra
pounds around.”
It can be a complicated process to start, but if students just
give them a shot, it can be one

of the best things ever done
at this college. Several people
worry about what the e-books
may do to the bookstore. The
bookstore will still be there to
sell the books and will leave
room in the bookstore for more
clothing, novelty and supplies.
“E-books are horrible because I prefer textbooks,”

Mychal Neal said after a stressful few weeks of school.
When asked, some nursing students said they prefer
the textbooks to the e-books.
Nothing can make everybody
happy, but it would be a good
idea if the students could have
the choice between textbooks
or e-books.

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP
…that Class
 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have
to pay for it!
 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure!
 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money,
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class
will affect your VA funds. Ask someone in the Financial Aid
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your
scholarships or other aid programs!
 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage.
 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask
your instructor for advice!
 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your
advisor to be sure!
 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades.
 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please
complete the appropriate paperwork.
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Non-traditional Students Find
Their Place at East Central
By DANA MCKEE
Staff Writer

East Central Community
College has seen a significant
change in the ages of students
that comprise the student body.
Traditionally,
junior
college
students
range in
age from
18 to 20.
However,
due to
economic
instability, many
DANA MCKEE
people
Staff Writer
ages 21
and up have returned to college
seeking a degree in more stable
job fields, such as nursing and
business administration. Also,
many people are worried that
they will not be able to continue
their current jobs with only a
high school diploma. They feel
that it is necessary to obtain
a degree and train in the new
technologies being used in most
jobs, which include experience
with computers and the latest
math.
Any student who is above
age 21, re-enrolling at the same
or a different college, pursuing
a career change, or who did not
attend college right after high
school is classified as a continuing education student or a nontraditional student.
According to statistics
gathered by Vice President for
Student Services Randal Lee,
“approximately 40 percent of
ECCC’s students are considered nontraditional.” Mr. Lee’s
stance on Continuing Education
students is that, “East Central
welcomes and appreciates
nontraditional students. They
have been out in the ‘real’ world,
and they add so much to our
college. Many traditionally-aged
students have experienced the
‘older’ classmate sharing his or
her life experiences. Please appreciate them as they may have
children at home and be working a job or two while trying to
earn a degree. Many nontraditional students will share with
the young students that they sat
where you sat 10 years ago and
did not take college attendance
and studies seriously. In fact, I
am frequently approached by a
“typical” nontraditional prospective student (female - 30+ years
old with children) and asked,
‘Can I start over because 10– 15
years ago I did not take college
seriously?’ Of course, the answer

to that query is ‘no’ because
college transcripts are permanent, but they can re-take failed
courses and count the highest
grade.
“A couple of decades ago,
nontraditional students were
on our campus, but they were
an anomaly as they stood out.
Today, although it is still slightly
awkward to return to college
after many years, nontraditional
students are a common sight
around our campus.”
Some Continuing Education students took the time to
answer a few questions about
themselves and the struggles
involved in coming back late in
the game:

Deborah Williams

Hometown: Newton
Age: 54
What is your major and
why?
“Liberal Arts/Nursing. Nursing is something I have always
wanted to do and finally have the
time to since all my children are
independent now and I have the
full support of my husband.”
Who or what inspired you
to come to East Central at your
age?
“My grandfather, Johnny
Woolbright,was 51 years old
when he decided to become a
math teacher.”
So far, what aspect of
college has been the most difficult to adjust to?
“The speed of the classes.”

Janet Ethridge

Hometown: Decatur/Beaumount, Texas
Age: 54
What is your major and
why?
“I am currently taking Microbiology, Anatomy and Physiology,
and Human Growth and Development as pre-requisites for application to the Nursing Program.”
Who or what inspired you
to come to East Central at your
age?
“The inability to find a decent
job at the same rate of pay I
earned in Texas inspired me to
retrain for a decent job in this
location. I graduated in 1977 from
Mississippi State University and
taught school for two years. Then
I spent the last 25 years as a retail
manager in several states. But I
have moved home closer to my
family and there are very few opportunities.”
So far, what aspect of
college has been the most difficult to adjust to?
“Nothing, it is a good experience.”

Denise Boatright

Hometown: Philadelphia

LEE

Age: 44
What is your major and
why?
“Nursing–To make a difference
in people’s lives, and to be able to
work anywhere.”
Who are what inspired you
to come to East Central at your
age?
“My 16-year-old son told me
that he did not want to go to
college because he did not see
the need for it. I decided I would
lead by example to show him how
much better life could be with a
better education.”
So far, what aspect of
college has been the most difficult to adjust to?
“The rudeness and disrespect of
some fellow students is barely tolerable. As a mother of teenagers,
it is difficultat times to remember
that these are my classmates, not
my children.”

realize that an investment in
their employee’’s continuing
education is an investment in
the company’s success. Thus,
depending on your field of
study, your employer may be
willing to foot some of the education bill, or provide some sort
of continuing education student
loan. Tyson Foods, Inc. offers to
pay 80 percent back of what a
student paid towards college at
the end of every semester. This
is offered to any worker that is
working towards a degree plan
regardless of his or her level of
position.
There is also a $10,000 scholarship for any single parent enrolled in a degree program with
a significant online component.
It is sponsored by OnlineColleges.org and will apply to the
January 2012 academic school
year. For further information
on this scholarship go to www.
onlinecolleges.org/scholarship.
Also, East Central offers a
scholarship called the Non-traditional Student Tuition Scholarship for Full-Time Students. Anyone 23 years or older who
has completed twelve hours
at ECCC and maintained a 3.0

grade point average can apply.
The specific requirements for
the scholarship can be found in
the college catalog on page 69.
For students who are 65 years or
older, East Central offers another
scholarship that pays for tuition.
It is called the Age 65 Plus Tuition Scholarship. Any student
receiving this scholarship must
supply all other expenses, such
as books and submit an application to the Office of Adult
and Continuing Education for
eligibility to be verified. Details
about this scholarship can also
be found in the college catalog
on page 66. At ECCC, we even
have a non-traditional support/
social group called “The New
Directions” student organization
sponsored by instructor Marc
McCool. For more information,
contact McCool at mmccool@
eccc.edu or 601-635-6363.
All nontraditional students
are encouraged to join them
and participate. For non-Traditional students, and actually all
students, there are quiet areas
to study around campus, including the library and the Success
Center on the second floor of
the Smith Student Services

building.
Writer’s note: After learning
a little more about continuing
education students, I challenge
you to be as nice to them aspossible because most of them
are working on top of going
to school and have children.
It is difficult for continuing
education students to make
time for their studies, and since
the math being taught now is
extremely different from the
way math was taught when
they were in high school,
they are basically learning 80
percent of their material with
no background to fall back
on whatsoever. Be respectful
of these people. They might
be considered students just
like the rest of us, but they are
also our elders and should be
treatedwith the same respect
we would have for any member
of our families older than us.
Next time you meet someone
who is a continuing education
student, give them some words
of encouragement and maybe
try to help them out with the
class if you can. Imagine how
you would like to be treated if
you were in their shoes.

Shenna Watson

Hometown: Raleigh
Age: 38
What is your major and
why?
“Social work because I love
what social work stands for,
which is others and giving back
hope when it is gone.”
Who or what inspired you
to go to East Central at your
age?
“My kids inspire me because I
feel that I cannot tell them to go
to college if I never did it myself. I
want them to know that it is never
too late, and that they can be anything they want to be in life.”
So far, what aspect of college has been the hardest to
adjust to?
“Working and going to school;
it is so hard. Math is especially
hard.”
Some continuing education
students may not be aware of
the opportunities available to
them. There is a scholarship that
pays for the first class that a continuing education student takes
here at East Central.
There might also be a way
that students could get their
employer to pay for part of
their education. Employers

Alumnus of the Year
Dr. Frank Bowen

Alumna of the Year

Dr. Nicole Flint Harrison

Athletic Hall of Fame
Kenneth Dunagin

Athletic Hall of Fame

James “Jimmy” Fisackerly

Schedule of Events
Friday, October 7

4 p.m.

Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament
ECCC Tennis Courts

Saturday, October 8
7 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
9 -11 a.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
12 noon
1 p.m.
2 p.m.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Students Participate in ‘University Day’: Morton freshmen Kayla Ezell (center) and Toni Winters were among East Central Community College students who took advantage of “Four-Year College
and University Day” held Sept. 22. They are shown receiving information about the University of Mississippi from recruiter Ty Allushuski. Numerous representatives from the state’s four-year colleges and
universities participated in the annual event held to assist ECCC students with their educational goals.

Registration for Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
North Campus Pavilion - Run/Walk Starts 7:30 a.m.
Bookstore Open
Eddie M. Smith Student Union
Homecoming Registration Begins
East Mall Patio near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
Refreshments Available on the Mall
Memorabilia Room Open
Burton Library
Tour of the Aaron R. Davis Science Building
Lil Warrior Kid Zone, North Campus Pavilion
2011 HOMECOMING COURT
Reunion Groups Meet
East Central Community College Homecoming Court members and their
•Class of 1941 – Vickers Room 506
respective high schools include (from left) freshman maid Kayleigh McCool
•Class of 1951 – Vickers Room 507
of Philadelphia, sophomore maid Raychal Reed of Louisville, freshman
•Class of 1961 – Vickers Auditorium
maid Ronda Morris and queen LaTia Peavy, both of Carthage; sophomore
•Class of 1971 – Newton Hall Room 105
maid Bailee Viverette and maid of honor Ava Marie Adkins, both of Union;
•Classes of 1979, 1980, & 1981 – Newton Hall Room 104
freshman maid Cydney Stuart of Philadelphia, sophomore maid Madison
•Classes of 1957, 1958, & 1959 – Vickers Room 534
•1954 Lady Warrior Basketball Team – Newton Hall Room 90
Nowell of Louisville and freshman maid Kristen Carson of Carthage.
•1970 North Division Championship Warrior Football Team,
Thrash Auditorium Newton Hall
•All Former Warrior Golf Team Members – Newton Hall Room 92
Awarding of 50th Anniversary Diplomas to Class of 1961
Auditorium, Vickers Fine Arts Center
Warrior Club Annual Meeting
Vincent Administration Building, Board Room
(All former athletes & current supporters of athletics at EC)
Alumni Luncheon
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
Warrior Club Tailgating
Bailey Stadium
Football Game – ECCC vs. Mississippi Gulf Coast
Halftime - Recognition of Homecoming Honorees,
Presentation of Queen and Court, and
Performance by the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band
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Pinson Wears
Multiple Hats at ECCC
By NICOLE BOUNDS
Staff Writer

Meet Marcie Pinson! Pinson has
been working at East Central as the
director of housing/ student activities
since January of 2007, but her duties
do not stop there. Pinson is also the
sponsor of the Student Body Association and resident advisor council sponsor.
“My favorite part of my job is being
an SBA sponsor,” said Pinson.
She also works as a recruiter for
Newton County and Union Schools.

Pinson is known
on campus for
always having
a smile on her
face. It’s obvious to see her
strong passion
and love for her
job.
Pinson met
her husband,
Toby Pinson, a
former EC baseball standout, at
East Central be-

NICOLE BOUNDS
Staff Writer

fore going on to graduate from Mississippi State University in 2002. Together
they have two red-headed daughters,
Madelynn, 7, and Marleigh, 3.
She said, “I consider it a blessing to
be a Mom.”
She is a very active member at
Salem Baptist Church in Lake, where
she serves as a Bible drill leader and a
teacher for fourth and fifth graders on
Sunday nights. Pinson said she loves
shopping, the beach and Friday night
high school football games. Pinson
said her door is always open.
PINSON

EXTRAORDINARY FACULTY

Girling Fills in For Carson, Keeps Band on ‘Trek’
By MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Staff Writer

East Central Community
College has many extraordinary
teachers. The
campus
is full of
educators willing to
go the
distance
for all
of their
students,
MEGHAN MCINTOSH
Ed
Features Editor
Girling
one of
those teachers who would do
anything for his band members.
He is currently East Central’s
assistant band director. Due to
Tom Carson’s leave of absence,
Girling has taken over the band

and its Space show. This is only
his second year of band at East
Central. He has been a band
director for 30 years now. Before EC, he taught at Forest and
Scott Central. Girling is from
Pass Christian and now lives in
Carthage with his wife Karen
Girling, who is also a band director, and their daughter Anna.
Girling likes to push things
to the limits. He strives to push
students to their best to produce the best results in the long
run. Though sometimes he can
be extremely honest, he doesn’t
sugar coat anything and will tell
you straight up what he thinks
about something. We all know
that Girling loves each one of
his band students and he just
wants to see us succeed as a
band director.
When asked his opinion on
the way things have been going this year Girling said, “It’s

going well. There have been
adjustments and people have
to get used to my personality,
but overall it’s going well and I
think the show is going to turn
out really well.”
When asked about Girling’s
new leadership role with the
band, a few gave their insight.
Rachel Sharp of Louisville
said, “He is very helpful to me.
Whenever I’ve got an idea for
Color Guard, he’s all for it. He
loves his job and I appreciate
how he connects with his students on a personal level.
Tyler Yates of Decatur said,
“He (Mr. Girling) loves and cares
for what he does and even
though he sometimes gets annoyed with what he does, you
can count on him to be there
every day he can.”
Turner Stevens of Carthage
said, “I think he’s pretty cool, he
definitely knows what he is talk-

ing about.”
Courtney Mackey of West
Lauderdale said, “I like how he’s
really helpful with anything
you ask. Like last year I wasn’t
a music major but he helped
me learn a new instrument and
answered my questions and
this year he is helping me with
my classes.”
Caleb Raines of Newton said,
“I like how he maintains a pretty
good attitude when he’s doing
the job that usually takes two
people.”
Ashley Moore of Carthage
commented, “I like how he is
easy going and always has time
for students.”
With Carson’s absence,
Girling has taken over the band
in a positive way. While keeping Carson’s vision in mind,
Girling has turned the show this
year into an amazing production.

GIRLING

Join Tom’s Army

Purchase A Tom’s T-shirt
at the Homecoming Game
October 8, 2011
Bailey Stadium

$10 - All proceeds go to the Carson Family
T-shirts can also be purchased at
Specialtees in Newton or call 601-683-2552
to reserve your shirt today!
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Former Football Standouts Tapped
for ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Two former football standouts will
be inducted into the East Central Community College Athletic Hall of Fame
during homecoming activities scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011.
Kenneth Dunagin of Decatur and
Morton native Jim Fisackerly of New
Orleans, both members of the Class of
1958, will be tapped for the prestigious
honor during the Alumni Luncheon,
which begins at noon in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria.
Dunagin had a stellar career at
fullback and linebacker and Fisackerly
was a standout tackle. Both received
All-America honors and continued their
athletic careers on the university level.
Fisackerly also excelled in baseball at
ECCC.

KENNETH DUNAGIN

His football coaches at East Central
Junior College described him as “one of
the best players” and “the most consistent back.”
Kenneth Dunagin of Decatur more
than lived up to the praises received
by the Warrior coaching staff, as the
standout fullback and linebacker
earned All-America honors following
his sophomore campaign in 1957.
Dunagin, who continued his success
on the gridiron at the university level,
can now add another honor to his list
of accomplishments – selection to the
ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame.
Dunagin and teammate Jim Fisackerly of New Orleans, formerly of Morton,
will be enshrined during homecoming
activities scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8,
2011, on the Decatur campus.
Regarding his selection for the prestigious honor, Dunagin replied, “It’s an
honor and a privilege…and one I will
never forget.”
The Athletic Hall of Fame inductee
also expressed appreciation “to my
former coaches, teammates, classmates
and others” for the nomination.
Dunagin added, “It’s a pleasure to
be included with a great list of coaches
and athletes who are already in the
Athletic Hall of Fame…and it is especially an honor to join my high school
coach, Jeff Loper, and my junior college
coach, Clayton Blount, in this prestigious group.”
Dunagin first starred at Newton
County Agricultural High School, part
of which (classes for juniors and seniors) was located on the East Central
campus due to a fire that destroyed
most of the high school. Dunagin said
he enjoys telling people he went to
school “four years on the hallowed
grounds at East Central.”
Dunagin, a four-year member on
the Newton County AHS squad, was
a three-year letter-winner and served
two years as captain. He played fullback in the old “single wing” and often
played the role of quarterback and
threw passes from the formation.
His most successful season was his
senior season in 1955. That year he
scored 109 points, which included nine
touchdown passes.
Dunagin still recalls one of those TD
strikes.
“I threw a long pass to Eddie Blackburn and afterwards got knocked
down on my can,” he said with a laugh.
“When I got up, I saw everybody
celebrating so I knew we had scored a
touchdown! But it was not Eddie who
scored…somehow Don Cooper made

the touchdown catch! I guess I was little
off target but we scored anyhow!”
Dunagin, who stood 6’ and weighed
about 175 pounds, helped lead Newton
County AHS to a 9-1 record and the
Rebel Conference championship. The
only defeat was a 14-13 setback to the
Forest Bearcats.
Dunagin was an All-Conference
selection his senior year and decided to
keep his athletic talents in Decatur and
play for the Warriors. He recalled starting his first game at age 17!
Highlights of his career mostly involve the Warriors’ rivalry with “Scooba,”
as East Mississippi Junior College was
referred to in those days. The legendary “Bull” Sullivan was the Lions’ head
football coach.
“We played Scooba twice in 1957…
tied the first game 7-7 and lost the
second 20-7,” he recalled. “It was a great
rivalry but I don’t recall any scuffles or
fights…we didn’t go to each other’s
campus and cause damage…..had we
done that, Coach Blount would have
killed us! And I doubt Coach Sullivan’s
players would have tried anything
either!”
Dunagin said he was not a witness
to Coach Sullivan’s sometimes “controversial” behavior but did relate one
memory about the legendary coach.
“I got blocked in front of Scooba’s
bench and fell to the ground one time
during a game held at Ray Stadium in
Meridian,” said Dunagin. “I was almost
knocked out by the hit and grasped for
air to breathe while trying to get up.
As I was rising, I noticed Coach Sullivan
starring down at me. He grabbed me
by my jersey, picked me up, slapped
me on my fanny and said, ‘Get back
in there, son!’ I replied ‘yes sir’ and ran
back to the huddle!”
Dunagin said EC struggled for success during his two years on the squad,
as the Warriors went 4-6 in 1956 and
2-6-2 in 1957.
“The two teams that dominated
JUCO football at that time were Pearl
River and Hinds,” he said. “Hinds was
almost a scout team for LSU. If they had
a great kid at LSU that had problems,
he ended up at Hinds. Jimmy Taylor
and Earl Leggett were some of the
great athletes who played at Hinds.
Hinds and Pearl River got a lot of great
athletes from Louisiana.”
Although Dunagin was not a member of a winning team at EC, his talents
did not go unnoticed, as he and teammate Tommy McCullough of Philadelphia were selected for the All-American
Junior College Football Team.
When Dunagin was selected to the
All-American Team, EC Coach Clayton
Blount remarked, “Dunagin is one
of the best players that I have ever
coached at East Central.” Added Tom
Cheney, assistant coach, “He is the most
consistent back we have. I have never
seen him give up.”
In reflecting on his time at EC,
Dunagin said he “thoroughly enjoyed”
campus life.
“I especially enjoyed my association with team members and coaches
Blount and Cheney,” he said. “I also
enjoyed the entire student population,
administration and faculty. Mr. (Arno)
Vincent was president and some of my
favorite instructors were Mr. (Ovid) Vickers, Mr. (Frank) Cross and Mrs. (Stella)
Newsome. ”
Dunagin left EC in the fall of 1958 to
continue his athletic career at Southeastern Louisiana College, where he

DUNAGIN

FISACKERLY

was awarded a full scholarship. He
played fullback and linebacker his
junior year and switched to offensive
right end and defensive end his senior
season. His top weight at Southeastern
was 193 pounds!
After graduating from SLC, Dunagin spent the first part of his career at
Brookhaven High School as a science
and physics teacher, assistant football
coach, assistant baseball coach and
head tennis coach.
He spent the remainder of his career
in work focused on the oil industry,
sales and the marine industry, while
living in Morgan City, La.
After he retired in 2006, Dunagin
returned to Decatur. He spends his
“retirement” serving as court bailiff for
Circuit Court Judges Marcus Gordon
and Vernon Cotton. He also enjoys gardening “especially when talking to my
tomatoes and peas!”
Dunagin is married to his bride of
45 years, the former Joanne McBain of
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. They have
twin boys, Kenneth and Kevin. Kenneth
and his wife Leslie have two a son and
daughter and live in Morgan City. Kevin
and his wife Caroline reside in Vicksburg.

campus to begin his freshman year,
the 190-pound Fisackerly admitted it
took a while to adjust his new role as a
backup, after being a starter for most of
his career at Morton.
“After being humbled in my freshman year in 1957 at East Central by
playing behind some outstanding
tackles, I really enjoyed my sophomore
year,” he stated.
Although he lettered as a freshman,
Fisackerly was elevated to first-team
status as a sophomore and started at
left tackle weighing 210 pounds. He
was also elected team co-captain along
with Jimmy Livingston of Tuscaloosa.
The 1958 season was a successful
campaign and came on the heels of
2-6-2 mark in 1957.
“We won seven games in 1958 and
lost four, which was better than the
so-called expert sportswriters had
predicted for us,” he said. “I was also
honored to be selected an All-State and
All-American.”
Fisackerly also has fond memories of
playing baseball at ECJC.
“I enjoyed my one year of baseball as
a pitcher for Coach Tom Chaney’s team
in the spring of 1958,” he said of his
brief career, highlighted by his selection
as the team’s most valuable pitcher. He
also played third base and was one of
the top hitters with a .343 average.
Fisackerly said his athletic experience
at East Central was not only a positive
one but also sometimes humorous.
“The most unusual and later on
humorous event occurred in the fall
of 1958 during two-a-day practices in
August,” he recalled with a smile. “I had
worked hard in spring training to earn
the starting left tackle job. When we reported to start practice, I was told that
a tackle was coming to play at EC that
had made the All Service Football AllStar Team (military football). To make a
long story short, this All Service Team
tackle did not make it through calisthenics during the first day of practice!
He packed his bags that night and left
Decatur to go home. It was humorous
then…after some apprehension on my
part!”
Regarding those twice daily practices in August, Fisackerly said he would
just soon forget about them!
“I would say that the two-a-day
workouts in August for football were
the least enjoyed times in my athletic
career at East Central,” he said. “Those
had to be the hottest days ever when
we were doing the necessary two-a-day
practices to get ready for the upcoming
season.”
Fisackerly noted the campus atmosphere was the best part about attending East Central.
“The friendly attitudes of the college

JIM FISACKERLY

He was a two-sport standout at
then East Central Junior College but
especially excelled in football, earning
National Junior College All-America and
first team All-State honors at tackle in
1958.
Jim Fisackerly, a Morton native who
successfully continued his athletic
career on the university level, is joining
teammate Kenneth Dunagin of Decatur
as the latest inductees into the ECCC
Athletic Hall of Fame. The pair will be
enshrined during homecoming activities scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011,
on the Decatur campus.
Regarding the honor, Fisackerly,
who resides in New Orleans, said, “I am
indeed humbled by this great achievement but I am also thrilled to be accepted as an entry into the Athletic Hall
of Fame at ECCC. Of the many accomplishments I have had, I count this one
as the greatest.”
Fisackerly came to East Central in
1957 from Morton High School, where
he excelled athletically and academically. He played four years of football
– capped by his selection to All Little Dixie Conference and honorable mention
All-State teams. He was also selected
team captain his senior season. In addition, Fisackerly played three years of
basketball and two years of baseball.
His success in academics was highlighted by his selection as class valedictorian.
When he arrived on the East Central

professors were the things that impressed me most about EC,” he stated.
“They were always willing to listen to
your problems and help you achieve in
their classrooms. The professors were
also very supportive in our quest to win
athletic games.”
Fisackerly was also appreciative of
his coaches.
“I thank my ECCC coaches who
helped me achieve everything that
I was able to achieve. Coach Clayton
Blount in my freshman year was a great
motivator. Coach Bobby Oswalt and
Coach Tom Cheney in my sophomore
year motivated and pushed me to be
able to achieve what I did in my sophomore year. They were all extremely
good coaches and motivators.”
Fisackerly’s success his sophomore
season received national attention, as
he was selected a first alternate for the
JUCO All-Star Football Game held in
California. He did not play in the contest but was later notified that he was
chosen on the JUCO All American Team
and received a certificated designating
the honor.
Fisackerly, whose 6-2 frame now carried 235 pounds, transferred to Memphis State University, where the left
tackle enrolled in the second trimester.
He was redshirted even though he
played in the first five games as a third
string left tackle. “I even played half the
game that year against Ole Miss when
they finished the 1959 year as number
one in the country.”
Fisackerly said he did not play in the
final five games of the 1959 season and
became disgruntled with the situation.
He accepted a transfer scholarship
to Delta State College (now Delta State
University) and played football for two
years. He was a defensive tackle in 1960
and switched to offensive tackle in
1961.
Fisackerly graduated from Delta
State in January 1962 with a
bachelor’s degree in education. His
intentions were to begin a career as a
teacher and coach soon after graduation but instead he served six months
of military active duty through the Mississippi National Guard unit in Morton.
When he completed military duty in
Sept. 1962, he said “all the good teaching and coaching jobs had been taken,”
so he started the job interviewing process through the Rudy Tatum Agency
in Jackson. He was soon hired by Lever
Brothers Company, a soap and detergent manufacturer, as a sales representative in the Richmond, VA, market. It
was during this period when he met his
future wife, the former Georgia Crute.
They were married in June 1963.
Fisackerly won numerous sales
awards and other honors with Lever
Brothers throughout his 33-year career,
highlighted by his selection as the top
district sales manager in the country in
1979. He retired on Jan, 1, 1996.
Fisackerly and Georgia were married
for 43 years when she lost her battle
with liver cancer in August 2005. They
had four children: Linda, James Jr., Kenneth and Michael. Fisackerly has nine
grandchildren – seven boys and two
girls.
His hobbies are fishing and hunting
and spending time with his grandchildren.
Homecoming activities conclude
with the Warriors taking on the Mississippi Gulf Coast Bulldogs. Kickoff is set
for 2 p.m. at Bailey Stadium.

ECCC Diamond Warriors Begin Fall Campaign
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Fall baseball competition
got under way Sept. 24 for
the East Central Community

College Diamond Warriors who
hosted Meridian Community
College and Northeast Mississippi Community College in
single games at the Clark/Gay

Baseball Complex.
East Central squads conclude the fall campaign with
two contests scheduled Thursday, October 13, at Smith-Wills

Stadium in Jackson. The Diamond Warriors battle CopiahLincoln Community College at
10 a.m. followed by a matchup with Faulkner State Com-

munity College at 4 p.m.
The Diamond Warriors will
hold their annual Black/Gold
World Series on October 16-17,
19, 21. Game times will be an-

nounced at a later date.
The ECCC Baseball Program
is led by head coach Neal
Holliman and assistants Justin
Brewer and Jack Edmonson.
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Twice the Heart, Twice the Teamwork,
Warrior Football is Two Hot to Handle
By: RAYCHAL REED
Staff Writer

The Warrior football team
is on fire with four times the
heart,
including
the two
sets of
twins on
the team.
Think
you’re
seeing
double?
Warrior
fans are
doing
RAYCHAL REED
just that!
Staff Writer
Austin
and Zachary Conn are highest honor graduates of Mize
Attendance Center in Mize.
Both of the brothers enjoy
football, and say (at the same
time), “Football is life.” However, they are talented in other
sports as well. In high school,
Austin received numerous
awards in baseball, including
Most Valuable Offensive Player,
while Zachary participated in
powerlifting and received first

place at the state competition.
Both brothers admitted each of
them participated in powerlifting and baseball to support the
other brother. They are both
chemistry majors and work,
in fact as partners in General
Chemistry I. When asked if they
would have separated to play
football at different colleges,
they said, “Whatever school we
chose, we were going together.
We’re a package deal.”
They enjoy all the activities
at EC, especially football and
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, but seldom have time
for anything else other than to
eat, sleep and practice football.
They have the same friends,
same classes, and even the
same interests. They are fraternal twins, and they are mirrored
to each other, meaning Austin
is left handed while Zachary is
right handed. Rarely will you
see these guys apart. They really are two of a kind.
Steven and Steffon Fuller
are both graduates of Kemper County High School from
Scooba. These twins are positive assets to both the Warrior

EXTRAORDINARY COACH

FULLER TWINS

football and basketball teams.
Steven serves as wide receiver,
and Steffan is a defensive back.
When asked if they would
separate and choose different
colleges, they both quickly
responded, “No!”
Steffon enjoys all sports. His
favorite part about being a twin
is the companionship; however,
he says one bad part about

CONN TWINS

being a twin is being confused
for his brother all the time. His
motto is, “Work hard, play hard.”
Steven was an all-state
basketball player in high
school, and he enjoys playing
both football and basketball.
He said he likes the attention
from being a twin. He also said,
“The good thing about being
a twin is that you always have

someone that has your back,
and you always have a friend to
talk to.”
They both enjoy attending
East Central and like the fact
that it is close to home. They
are fraternal twins. Both the
guys said they like being a twin
because they always have each
other to count on for encouragement, but they do not enjoy

being mixed up and confused
with each other.
The Warrior football team is
made up of twice the heart and
twice the talent this season. The
two sets of twins are a huge asset to the team. Teammate Josh
Billings said, “There are two
things in this life for which we
are never fully prepared, and
that is twins.”

Stokley Takes Reins as New Warrior Cheer Coach
By RACHEL RAMIREZ
Opinion Editor
From teaching about life and
mother nature
herself in biology classes to
coaching the
East Central
Community
College cheerleaders at a
Warrior football
game, Coach
Patrick Stokley
has a wide
range of experRACHEL RAMIREZ
tise in mentorOpinions Editor
ing students
in the classroom and in extracurricular activities.
However, Stokley also has many years
under his belt as being a cheerleader.

Coach Stokley is a native of Silas,
Ala. From 2004-2006, Stokley cheered
at the University of Alabama and was
selected by Inside Cheerleading as a
collegiate All-American. Stokley received his undergraduate degree from
the University of Alabama in 2005 and
a master’s degree from the University
of West Alabama in 2007. Prior to coming to ECCC, Coach Stokley worked at
Industry Marathon in the purchasing
department. Throughout the years,
he has been a lead instructor at Cheer
ETC in Philadelphia, UCA Staff (high
school and college staff ), Cheer Authority in Tuscaloosa, Ala., ACE ALLSTARS, Birmingham, Ala., Game Time
Sports (gym director) and participated
in various private camps and clinics
throughout the states of Mississippi
and Alabama.
Coach Stokley first started coaching
at Cordova High School in Cordova,

Ala. In
2007, he
coached at
New Hope
Junior High
and led the
them to a
national
championship
in 2007.
Coach
Stokley
also led
New Hope
STOKELY
High
School in a Mississippi High School
State Championship in 2007 and a
National Championship in 2008. Stokley has led various high schools to a
national or state championship. This is
why he was such a great candidate as
the new cheerleading coach at ECCC.

According to Coach Stokley, he said
he became a cheerleader because he
admired how much athleticism it takes
to become a cheerleader. Stokley usually makes up his own routines, but
sometimes turn to his colleagues to
assist him with new ideas.
Coach Stokley is the grandson of
Evelyn Stokley and a brother to Brandi
Owens.
Coach Stokley has always admired
Ken Brett, a former teacher of his, for
always mentoring and guiding him
on the right path. Stokley said Brett
taught him that, “Life is a matter of priorities.” That means, in every aspect in
life you have to have priorities whether it be personal or professional.
Stokley is a man full of quotes, but
there is one certain quote that he lives
by every day. “It’s not the will to win
that matters-everyone has that…it’s
the will to prepare to win that matters”

–Paul “Bear” Bryant.
Besides working in the office or
drilling the cheerleading team to perfection, Coach Stokley likes to hunt,
fish, go camping, hiking, working out
or getting lost in the words of author,
John Grisham. Other than these hobbies, he awaits for next year so he can
choose eight girls and eight guys for a
large co-ed team to take to competitions.
All of these great aspects of Coach
Stokley are what makes him extraordinary. Stokley’s advice to students is,
“Time is precious. When you are young
you do not realize that. Work hard at
everything you do and prepare yourself well because somebody might just
be better and take your spot, so push
yourself to your fullest potential and
never give up.”

ECCC announces Homecoming Mixed Doubles Tourney
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
A mixed doubles tennis tournament has been added to the list of
homecoming activities scheduled
at East Central Community College,
announced Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth,
executive director for foundation and
alumni relations.
The tennis competition gets under
way at 4 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, on the
ECCC courts.
Cost is $20 per team.

To register or for more information,
contact ECCC tennis coach Dianne
O’Neill, 601-862-2130.
A full day of homecoming activities
will be held Saturday, Oct. 8, beginning with the annual 5K Run/Walk
at 7:30 a.m. near the North Campus
Pavilion.
Homecoming registration begins at
9 a.m. on the East Mall Patio, located
near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria.
The College’s Memorabilia Room, located in Burton Memorial Library, will

be open from 9 to 11 a.m.
Tailgating and various family activities are scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the North Campus Pavilion.
Designated reunion groups will get
together beginning at 10 at various
campus locations. The special campus guests include the Class of 1941,
Class of 1951, Class of 1961, Class of
1971, Classes of 1979, 1980 and 1981,
Classes of 1957,1958 and 1959, the
1954 Lady Warrior Basketball Team, the
1970 North Division Champion War-

rior Football Team, and all former golf
team members.
The annual Warrior Club meeting is
set for 11 a.m. in the Board of Trustees
Room, located in the Arno Vincent
Administration Building. Tailgating
activities for Warrior Club members
begins at 1 p.m. on the deck inside
Bailey Stadium.
The Alumni Luncheon begins at
noon in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria.
Honorees this year include Dr. Nicole
Flint Harrison of Union, Alumna of the

Year; Dr. Frank Bowen of Carthage,
Alumnus of the Year; and Athletic Hall
of Fame inductees Kenneth Dunagin
of Decatur and Morton native Jim
Fisackerly of New Orleans.
Homecoming activities conclude
with the Warriors taking on the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Bulldogs at 2 p.m. at Bailey Stadium.
The presentation of the homecoming queen and her court will be held
during halftime activities.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Griffin Inks ECCC Softball Scholarship: LaJoya Griffin (center),
a 2011 graduate of Philadelphia High School, is shown signing a
national letter of intent to play softball at East Central Community
College. Griffin, an outfielder/infielder, earned most valuable player
honors in fast-pitch and was selected best offensive and best defensive player in slow-pitch during 2009-10. She missed most of her
junior and senior campaigns due to an injury. The special honors
graduate was also selected homecoming queen. Shown with the
new Lady Diamond Warrior are (left) her mother, Juliet Griffin of
Philadelphia, and ECCC head softball coach Scott Hill. LaJoya is
also the daughter of Ken Griffin of Philadelphia.

We Want
Your News!
E-mail information about
your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu.
Send photos with identification
and any happenings.
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Warriors Focus on Gulf Coast;
QB Manley Out for Season
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Another setback for the East Central Community College football team
proved even more costly as freshman
quarterback Mitch Manley sustained a
possible season-ending knee injury in
first-half action of the Warriors’ 31-19
defeat to Hinds Community College
last week in Raymond.
Manley, who was on track to have his
most productive night as the Warrior
signal caller, was injured during a tackle
by a Hinds defender on the last play of
the first quarter with the Eagles holding a 7-0 advantage. Manley had led EC
from its own 20 to the Hinds’ 21 when
the mishap occurred. Manley’s helmet
came off as a result of the tackle. The
freshman from Pittsburg (Texas) High
School left the game after completing
three of seven passes for 37 yards and
one pick. He also had three carries for
13 yards. He was rated one of the state’s
top passers prior to the Hinds game.
“It’s just so unfortunate,” said Warrior
head coach Brian Anderson referring
to Manley’s injury. “Mitch was really
pumped up for this game and was
having a good night leading the team.
It appears he will miss the rest of the
season but we won’t know for sure until
we have the results from the MRI.”
East Central, which fell to 1-4 overall
and 0-2 in MACJC South Division, was
seeking a second-straight win over
their division rival and had hopes of
playing the role of spoiler for the Eagles’
homecoming. But Hinds had other
ideas and used a potent passing attack
to post a 31-19 decision. The Eagles
improved to 4-1 and 2-0 following the
key division contest.
The Eagles were led by quarterback
Deon Anthony, who ripped the Warrior
defense by completing 12 of 24 passes
for 268 yards and three scores. Anthony
tossed a 36-yard TD strike to Adam
McWilliams and connected on 59 - and
six-yard scoring pass plays with Quantavius Leslie.
Hinds also scored on a four-yard run
by freshman Jabari Baker. Kicker Kyle
Williams completed the Eagles’ scoring
by connecting on a 21-yard field goal
and three PATs.
East Central scored in the second
and fourth stanzas but missed an opportunity to take an early lead on the
game’s opening possession.
On the first play of scrimmage, sophomore speedster Reggie Hall raced 54
yards to the Hinds 26 but the drive later
stalled when Manley’s pass was intercepted in the end zone two plays later.
Hall is a product of Neville High School
in Monroe, La.
However, the Warriors did find the
end zone early in the second quarter
on a 23-yard TD toss from freshman
LaVadius Lyles of Forest to sophomore
wide receiver Cory Collier of Tuscaloosa
County High School. Jacob Carpenter
of Winona added the PAT to knot the
score at 7-7. The TD came two plays
after Manley’s injury.
EC’s other two scores came late in
the contest.
Freshman quarterback Jesse Blakemore fired a 21-yard TD strike to wide
receiver KeiVondre Watford with 7:41
remaining, and Blakemore sneaked
over the goal line for a one-yard tally
with 18 seconds remaining. The PATs
were not successful. Both scores were
set up by Eagle turnovers.
Blakemore, a product of The Veritas
School in Ridgeland, completed five of
12 passes for 32 yards and one interception. He had eight rushes for 38
yards.
Sophomore Dennis Thames of Louisville led EC rushers with 22 carries for 65
yards. Hall had one carry for 54 yards.
Freshman Jaabir Stephens had eight
carries for 38 yards. Stephens hails from
Hillcrest High School in Tuscaloosa.

Collier was EC’s top receiver with
three catches for 31 yards and a score.
Hall also had three grabs for 25 yards.
Watford, a Tuscaloosa Central product,
had the one catch for 22 yards and a
score.
Defensively, sophomore linebacker
Chris Ficklin led the Warriors with seven
tackles and two assists. Ficklin is a
product of Scott Central High School.
Linebacker Tyrone Williams had six
tackles. Williams hails from Thomasville
(Ga.) High School.
East Central hosts Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College Saturday,
Oct. 8 in the annual homecoming
battle. Kickoff is set for 2 p.m. at Bailey
Stadium.
The Bulldogs, ranked 12th in the
latest NJCAA poll, defeated Pearl River
Community College 17-10 last week to
improve to 4-1 and 3-0.
All Warrior football games can be
heard on the ECCC Web site (www.
eccc.edu) and on the 98.3 “The Groove”
(WKOZ-FM in Carthage/Philadelphia)
featuring veteran broadcasters Melvin
Wooten and Gilbert Barham.
Warrior home contests are also
streamed live on the College’s Web site.
Click on “Warrior-Cast” to watch all the
action, including the halftime presentation of the 2011 homecoming court
and performance of the Wall O’ Sound
Marching Band.

Warriors Drop Division
Opener to Pearl River, 31-13

Nationally ranked Pearl River Community College took advantage of
ECCC mistakes to post a 31-13 MACJC
South Division decision September 22
at Bailey Stadium.
The Warriors, who fell to 1-3 overall
and 0-1 in league play, trailed 17-13 to
the 15th-ranked Wildcats (3-1, 2-0) in
the third stanza following Thames’ 10yard run.
After forcing the Wildcats to punt on
the ensuing possession, East Central
was set up to possibly take the lead but
a controversial personal foul penalty on
the Warriors during the punt kept the
Pearl River drive alive and resulted in a
Wildcat touchdown. East Central was
unable to recover from the miscue.
“We blocked him (Pearl River defender) too well,” said Anderson, referring to
the Warrior penalty for “blocking a Pearl
River player out of bounds.” An inadvertent whistle on the play required the
down to be replayed, but the 15-yard
penalty provided PRC with a first down.
Pearl River later scored on a 36-yard
touchdown strike from Melvin German
– the state’s top passer – to Snoop Rollins with 4:40 left in the third stanza.
“We got no breaks tonight,” Anderson continued in his post-game interview. “When you play a team like this,
you’ve got to get breaks and you can’t
make a lot of mistakes. We put the ball
on the ground down there close when
we had a chance to score again.”
Despite the disappointing loss,
Anderson is confident the Warriors will
continue to improve.
“I’m proud of our kids,” he stated. “We
played a great football team, as good a
football team as I’ve seen the last four
years. Our kids have nothing to hold
their heads about, but at East Central
you can’t make those mistakes. You’ve
got to be on your game. And you need
some breaks and we didn’t get a call or
a break. ”
Pearl River jumped out to a 7-0 lead
on German’s seven-yard TD toss to Jonathan Duncan of Oak Grove with 5:16
left in the first stanza. Pacer Frierson
connected on the first of his four PATs.
German would finish the night by
completing 27 of 46 passes for 368
yards and four scores. He had two interceptions.
EC closed the scoring gap to 7-6
early in the second stanza, following
quarterback Manley’s 11-yard strike

It took just one play for East Central to take advantage of the Indians’
missed scoring opportunity, as Manley
and wide receiver Brock Hall hooked
up on an 80-yard scoring pass play with
3:20 left in the contest. Carpenter’s PAT
tied the contest at 17-17.
Itawamba took possession on its 36
following the ensuing kickoff and three
plays later Wren made his clutch interception, setting up the game-winning
score.
Itawamba dropped to 0-3 following
the loss. Former ECCC assistant coach
Jon Williams serves as head coach.
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Warriors Celebrate Game-Winning Tally!: East Central Community College
offensive linemen Mackenzie Lee (66) of Nanih Waiya and Dustin Tubby (71) of
Neshoba Central celebrate following quarterback Mitch Manley’s one-yard touchdown run that provided the Warriors with a 24-17 come-from-behind victory over
Itawamba Community College September 15 in Fulton.

to receiver Collier. Carpenter’s PAT was
blocked.
The TD was set up on Manley’s 68yard completion to sophomore receiver
Hall.
Manley finished the night by completing 11 of 22 passes for 163 yards
and the one score. He had one interception.
The Wildcats extended their lead to
14-6 midway in the second stanza on
German’s 43-yard TD pass to receiver
Jaquaa Peters. The scoring play was
set up by Wildcat defensive back Steve
McNair, Jr., who picked off Manley’s
pass in PRC territory and returned the
pigskin to the EC 43 with 8:44 left before halftime.
Pearl River threatened to extend its
lead late in the half but Warrior defensive back Za Reese of Morton intercepted German’s pass near midfield to
nip the threat.
After an exchange of possession and
following a short Pearl River punt, EC
had an excellent opportunity to score
from the Wildcat 23. But on first down,
Lyles lost possession following a short
gain and the Wildcats took over.
The half ended with the visitors up
14-6.
The Wildcats received the second
half kickoff and quickly marched from
its 20 to the East Central 10. However,
the drive stalled but resulted in points
as Frierson connected on a 36-yard field
goal with 8:14 left in the third quarter.
East Central responded with a score
of its own, as Thames found the end
zone on a 10-yard run. Carpenter added
the PAT and EC closed the scoring gap
to 17-13.
The short scoring drive was set up
by sophomore Jimmie Broomfield’s
50-yard kickoff return that gave EC possession on the Pearl River 27. Broomfield, the state’s leading kickoff return
specials, is a product of Scott Central
High School.
After EC appeared to have stopped
Pearl River on its next possession, the
Warriors were penalized on the controversial call during the Wildcat punt,
resulting in another score for the visitors – German’s 36-yard strike to Rollins
late in third period action.
The Wildcats put the final points on
the scoreboard on German’s 17-yard TD
toss to receiver Rickey Bradley of Oak
Grove with 2:25 left in the third period.

ECCC Warriors Rally
to Defeat Itawamba, 24-17

Darius Wren’s 78-yard interception
return with less than two minutes
remaining set up ECCC’s game-winning
touchdown and capped an impressive
rally for the Warriors who claimed a 2417 non-division victory over Itawamba
Community College September 15 at
Lambert Stadium on the Fulton campus.
Wren, a sophomore linebacker and
West Lauderdale High School product,
picked off Indian quarterback Darren
Daniel’s pass attempt near the East

Central 30 and returned the pigskin to
the two-yard line.
Two plays later, Manley sneaked
across the goal line from one yard out
with 30 seconds remaining. Carpenter
added the PAT and the Warriors had
their first lead of the night with the
seven-point margin after trailing 17-0 at
halftime.
Itawamba took the ensuing kickoff
and following Demarius Howard’s 36yard return, the Indians had excellent
field position at the EC 36. But the scoring threat was nipped in the bud when
Warrior defensive back Jonathan Scott
intercepted Daniel’s pass in the end
zone with 3.7 seconds remaining.
After Manley “took a knee” to end the
game, the celebration was under way
for the Warriors (1-2) who entered the
win column for the first time in 2011.
Anderson said he was “especially
proud” of his troops following the stunning victory.
“I don’t know what to say about
our young team, other than when all
hope seemed lost they never doubted
themselves and they finished the battle
together and emerged as a team,” said
Anderson. “We have 11 players back
from last year’s squad and 16 who have
never played college football. We’re
young and inexperienced in some ways
but talented and resilient in others. I
have liked the mindset and character
this team has displayed thus far. There
is no doubt how blessed we were
Thursday night and how much our
team needed the victory. “
After a scoreless first quarter,
Itawamba took a 7-0 lead early in the
second stanza on a 52-yard run by
running back Deshawn McGaughy. Will
Goodwin added the PAT.
McGaughy scored again on a sixyard scamper with 4:59 left before
halftime, capping an eight-play, 31-yard
drive set up by a Warrior miscue.
The Indians put their final points on
the scoreboard on Goodwin’s 32-yard
field goal with 10 seconds left before
halftime. The short scoring drive began
at the EC 22 and was set up by a Warrior
turnover.
East Central cut into the Itawamba
lead on Carpenter’s 38-yard field goal
with 5:30 left in the third period. A
key play during the scoring drive,
which began at the Itawamba 44, was
Lyles’ 16-yard scamper to the Indians’
24-yard-line.
The Warriors used a little trickery
in scoring their first touchdown as
Thames caught a pass from Manley
in the backfield and then fired a 13yard touchdown strike to Collier for
a 13-yard scoring play. Carpenter’s
PAT following the halfback pass cut
the Itawamba lead to 17-10 with 7:53
remaining in the final stanza.
The Indians had an opportunity to
stretch their lead to 10 points on their
next possession but Goodwin’s 33-yard
field goal attempt with 3:20 remaining
was wide right.

ECCC Warriors Drop Home
Opener to Northwest, 42-19

Nationally ranked Northwest Mississippi Community College completely
dominated ECCC in the Warriors’ home
opener September 8 by cruising 42-19
in the non-division battle at Bailey
Stadium.
East Central, which fell to 0-2 under
Anderson, managed just 127 total yards
against the sixth-ranked and undefeated Rangers (2-0), who compiled 426
yards.
“They’re number six for a reason,”
said Anderson in a post-game interview. “We made it 14-6 and had
dropped a pass in the end zone.
“Our game plan was to try and run
against those guys. They are very fast
and very speedy. We’re a lot bigger than
they were and our plan was to run the
ball. We turned some guys loose here
and there and missed some big plays in
the run game.”
Several Warriors also made “plays”
resulting in touchdowns.
Ficklin stripped the ball from Northwest running back Adrian Golden and
returned the pigskin 38 yards for a
score, cutting the Northwest lead to
14-6 in the second quarter; Hall returned a Northwest punt 91 yards for
a touchdown in the final stanza; and
Lyles tallied the game’s final points on a
24-yard run.
Northwest scores came through the
air and on the ground.
Mossakowski threw four TD passes
– a 12-yard strike to Marcus Henry; a
23-yard completion to Lance Ray; and
a three-yard toss followed by a 22-yard
pass to Teshadi Talton.
Mossakowski finished the night by
completing 14 of 24 passes for 161
yards. Backup quarterback Domonique
Harris connected on one of four passes
for 36 yards.
The Rangers also scored on Golden’s
15-yard run followed by an eight-yard
scamper by Harris.
Manley completed five of 19 passes
for 78 yards. He had one interception.
Receptions were made by Hall, two
for 32 yards; Collier, one for 17 yards;
Pendleton, one for 16 yards; and Lyles,
one for 13 yards.
Lyles led EC rushers with 32 yards on
three carries. Thames contributed 22
yards on 10 attempts.
Talton was Northwest’s leading
rusher, as he amassed 100 yards on 15
carries.
Northwest held a 19-6 advantage in
first downs.
Ficklin led the EC defense with seven
solo stops and two assists.
Other top defenders included
linebacker Tyler Robinson of Newton
County, three tackles and five assists;
defensive back Broomfield, four tackles
and two assists; linebacker Wren, two
tackles and three assists; Williams, four
tackles; and defensive lineman Semisi
Tupou of Orange County High School
in Long Beach, Calif., one tackle and
three assists.
Broomfield’s 47-yard punt return
to the Northwest 21-yard-line early in
the second period provided EC with an
excellent scoring opportunity but the
threat ended when Manley was intercepted in the end zone.
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Soccer Warriors Capture Wins
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Sophomore forward Erick
Dries’ two goals provided East
Central Community College’s
Soccer Warriors with a 2-1 victory over Holmes Community
College September 23 in MACJC
North Division competition.
Dries is a product of Gulfport
High School.
Sophomore defender/midfielder Jared Walker of Greenville St. Joe High School and
freshman midfielder McGee
Ledbetter of Heritage Academy
in Columbus were credited with
scoring assists.
With win, EC improved to
3-5-2 overall and 1-2-1 in league
play.
In women’s action, the Lady
Warriors were blanked 1-0 and
fell to 2-8 and 1-3.
Kenneth Thompson serves as
ECCC soccer coach.

Warriors Tie Northwest;
Lady Warriors Fall

ECCC’s soccer teams battled
Northwest Mississippi Community College in MACJC North
Division action Tuesday in

Senatobia.
The Warriors battled to a 1-1
double-overtime tie and the
Lady Warriors were outscored
6-1.
Freshman forward DeShawn
Kitchens of Florence scored the
lone goal for the East Central
men, whose record stands at
2-5-2 overall and 0-2-1 in league
play.
Kelsey Tadlock scored for the
Lady Warriors, who fell to 2-7
and 1-2. Tadlock , a freshman
forward, is a product of Newton
County High School.

Lady Soccer Warriors
Clip Itawamba

ECCC’s women’s soccer team
improved to 1-1 in the MACJC
North Division after their 3-1 victory over Itawamba Community
College Friday afternoon on the
Decatur campus.
Kelsey Tadlock, Carrie Rushing and Emily Lucy scored for
EC. All are products of Newton
County High School. Lucy was
also credited with an assist on
Tadlock’s goal and Haley Covert
of West Lauderdale High School
provided an assist on Rushing’s

goal.
Haley Walker scored the lone
goal for the Lady Indians. Kaitlyn
King was credited with an assist.
The Lady Soccer Warriors
are 2-6 overall. Itawamba is 3-5
overall and 2-1-0 in the division.
In men’s action, the Warriors
were clipped 2-1 and fell to 0-2
in league play and 2-5-1 overall.
Nathan Howell scored EC’s
lone goal and Jared Walker was
credited with an assist. Howell
is a product of McNairy Central
High School in Middleton, Tenn.,
and Walker hails from Greenville
St. Joe High School.
Hil Fradenburg scored both
goals for Itawamba. Taylor
Nabors and Ashley Page were
credited with assists.

Soccer Squads
Sweep Southwest

ECCC’s soccer teams posted
their first wins of the 2011 campaign by sweeping Southwest
Mississippi Community College
Friday, Sept. 9 on the Summit
campus.
The Lady Warriors (1-5) posted a 4-2 victory and the Warriors
(2-3-1) managed a 5-3 decision.

Freshman forward Kelsey
Tadlock scored three goals in
leading EC to the non-division
victory. The Newton County
High School product currently
leads the MACJC North Division
in scoring with five goals and
no assists for 10 points. She is
also ranked fourth in the state.
Her sister, freshman defender
Claire Tadlock, also of Newton
County, was credited with an assist. Bailey Germany scored the
fourth goal for EC. Germany is a
freshman midfielder from West
Lauderdale High School.
Scorers for the Warriors were
McGee Ledbetter (2), Drew
Norman, Luis Hernandez and
Erik Dries. Ledbetter, a freshman
midfielder from Heritage Academy in Columbus, is currently
fourth in the division and state
with five goals and no assists for
10 points. Norman is a freshman forward from Florence and
Hernandez is a freshman midfielder from Paul W. Bryant High
School in Tuscaloosa, Ala. Dries,
a sophomore forward, hails from
Gulfport High School.
Warriors credited with scor-

JUSTIN SNOW/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
East Central Community College Lady Warriors Lynea Moreland
battles for possession against a Holmes defender during the September 23 home field match-up between the Lady Warriors and the
Holmes Community College Lady Bulldogs.

ing assists included Dries (2);
Hernandez; Howell and Jared
Walker, a sophomore defender/
midfielder from Greenville St.
Joe HS.

Soccer Squads Fall
to Pearl River

ECCC’s soccer squads remain
winless in the 2011 campaign
following defeats to Pearl River
Community College September
6 on the Poplarville campus.
The Warriors were edged 1-0
and the Lady Soccer Warriors
were outscored 8-0.

Study, Aim, Fire: EC Students Catching the Fever as Hunting Seasons Kicks Off
By JUSTIN SNOW
Staff writer
As the summer heat fades to
cooler temperatures and fall foliage turns to red and gold, many
students
at East
Central
Community
College
are gearing up to
bag that
big buck
with the
opening
of archery
JUSTIN SNOW
season
Staff Writer
this
month.
The sport of hunting has
been around practically as long
as people have. From its earliest
origins as a method of survival
for pioneers and early settlers to
its’ current status as the chosen
game of outdoor enthusiasts
and sportsmen alike, one thing
is for certain. Time spent in the
outdoors is a staple of life in the
South, whether it is camping,
hiking, boating or mud riding on
four wheelers. With the summer fading into fall, many of
the students have already been
working hard for weeks to get
ready for the opening weeks
of hunting season. Mississippi
has several different hunting
seasons that are categorized by
both weapon and game, and
which require different regulations for each.
The most important regulation that all hunters must
adhere to is the purchase of
a current hunting and fishing
license, which can be purchased
directly through the Mississippi
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks by calling 1-800-5GOHUNT or visiting mdwfp.com.
They can also be purchased at
various license agents, which
include chain retail locations like
Wal-Mart, Dicks’ Sporting Goods
stores and Academy Sports +
Outdoors stores. While hunters
living closer to urban areas such
as Jackson can also purchase
licenses at Bass Pro Shops in
Pearl, hunters in small towns can
purchase them at local hardware
stores and bait shops. Current
season hunting guides can also

be picked up at these locations.
According to MS Code 49-7-5,
any hunter between the ages
16 and 64 must purchase a valid
hunting license to hunt.
Licenses available in MS
include a vast array of licenses
for both seasonal and lifetime
licensing, including Lifetime
Sportsman’s Licenses, available
for both 12 and under and 13
and over age groups and NonResident Mississippi Lifetime
Licenses. Seasonal Licenses
include Sportsman’s Licenses, All
Game Hunting/Freshwater Fishing, Archery/Primitive Weapon,
General Crossbow(valid only
during primitive weapon and
gun deer season and with the
purchase of Sportsman’s or All
Game Hunting/Freshwater Fishing Licenses), and Fall Turkey
Permit, which is only available
in certain portions of the state.
Permits for all Water Management Areas, such as the Nanih
Waiya Wildlife Management
Area, are required for each visit
to the WMA. Electronic State
Waterfowl Stamps are required
for all persons age 16 and older
with all licenses for duck hunters.
State legislation also requires
all persons born on or after
January 1, 1972, to satisfactorily
complete a hunter education
course approved by the MDWFP; according to MS Code 497-20, proof of this course must
be presented at the time of
purchase or a license cannot be
issued. Exemptions to obtaining a license include disabilities,
such as being blind, paraplegic
or multiple-amputee. Hunters who are “adjudged totally
disabled by the Social Security Administration or totally
service-connected disabled by
the Veterans Administration” are
also exempt.
The first season to mark the
hunter’s favorite time of year is
the annual dove season, which
opens on Labor Day Weekend
every September. It is a two
week season that is followed by
a period of closed seasons until
archery season on October 1.
Highly anticipated by deer hunters everywhere, bow hunting,
as it is commonly referred to,
presents hunters with a thrilling
challenge not found during the
gun season, commonly referred

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Showing his kill, a wild hog, is
Justin Snow, a transfer student
from the University of West
Alabama.

to as still hunting. While bow
hunters are looking to take
the same trophy bucks as gun
hunters, they have a technique
and a style all their own. Bow
hunters often face game within
closer proximity due to the
broader range that rifles have
over bows. Deer are usually
taken within a matter of steps
from the hunter, who is usually
in an open-air stand, if not on
the ground directly. Archers
must also fire with a surgical
precision and make each shot
count. The high cost of gearing up for bow season alone,
alongside all the time spent in
fine tuning a compound bow
and preparing stands, provide
ample motivation to be spot on
when drawing back on a trophy
eight-point.
“Arrows are what makes bow
hunting such a costly sport,” said
Grant Fulton, a sophomore Engineering major from Louisville.
“When you start putting together carbon arrows, you’re looking
at a range of $15-$30 or $40, just
depending on what you want
on your arrows. There’s the carbon shafts, broadheads, and the
fletching, those little feathers on
the end that help the arrow spin.
It can get pretty expensive real
fast. You also have to keep your
bow tuned and in good working
condition. So you have to be
dedicated and make those shots
count.”
At the onset of gun season,
the woods come alive with the
explosive echoes of rifles and
shotguns or the droning howl
of dogs as hunters take to the
fields and streams in search

of both duck and deer. Youth
weekend of gun season starts
the race for wall-hangers the
first weekend of November.
Coincidentally, duck hunters
are ever-present at the crack of
dawn to try their hand at migratory bird hunting. On a crystalline morning as frost hovers just
above the terrain, the glistening
drops of morning dew twinkling
in chilly November air from the
tips of golden foliage, a serene
quiet seems to inhabit the
woods. While a deer hunter is
crouching stealthily beneath
a live oak or hunkered in a
cold steel lean-to high above
the forest floor, the tomb-like
silence may, at any moment, be
broken by the rapid-fire crackle
of automatic shotguns in the
distance as duck hunters take up
arms against the mavericks of
the skies.
Hunting is easily admired
as one of the South’s chosen
national past times. Every
year, hunters flock to outlet
stores in search of the latest in
camouflage design and scent
block technology, game calls
and attractants and stands.
While hunting is a costly but, to
some, worthwhile recreation,
it requires much work in the
pre-season for that one chance
encounter that a trophy whitetail may break into the hunter’s
field of view, offering a momentary aim before disappearing
into the tree line once again.
“Getting ready for deer
hunting is a lot of work,” said
Taylor Pace, a freshman business administration major from
Edinburg. “We do a lot of land
clearing around home. There’s
always bushhogging to be done
and disking and planting the
fields. We put game cameras
out early in the summer to see
what we have coming in and
where. It also takes a lot of time
to put stands out and make sure
they’re still ok to hunt from. We
hunt a lot from climbers and
you always have to make sure
they’re in good shape, that the
safety straps are good to go.
And we hunt it all. At my house
the motto is ‘if it’s brown, it’s
down; if it flies, it dies.”
While some may assume that
when it comes to hunting, it is a
man’s world but some of the girl
hunters at EC that would beg to

differ. In their words, anything
a man can hunt, a woman can
hunt even better.
“We have a farm in Liberty,
just outside of Noxapater and
we are serious hunters,” said
Hillary Hobby, a sophomore
radiology major from the Liberty
Community in Winston County.
“Every year, kicking off hunting
season is a big deal at my house.
I start several weeks before the
season starts setting up my
stands and getting the fields
ready, from clearing shooting
lanes, and bushhogging, to disking and planting fields. I have to
check all my camouflage and my
boots and make sure everything
is still in good shape. Then the
rifles have to be sighted in and
cleaned and oiled before it’s
time to go to the woods. Silly
boys, big racks are for girls. I can
outhunt any guy at EC.”
It’s never as simple as taking
a gun out into the woods and
shooting the first thing they
see. However, recent legislation
passed by the MDWFP in an
effort to finally settle one of Mississippi’s biggest hunting-related disputes-the issue of hunting
over corn- has apparently made
matters worse between wardens
and hunters. For years, hunting over baited fields, or fields
where corn has been broadcasted on the ground, was illegal
while hunting over planted corn
fields was not. Hunting over
row crops including soy beans
and peas, as well as green fields
of rye grass, are also permissible.
In recent action by the MDWFP,
the usage of corn was made
legal under two strict statutes:
1.) It must be used in a drum
feeder; the predominant issue
with shelled corn on the ground
was the possibility of mildewing
and souring infecting the deer
population. 2.) The drum feeder
must be out of the sightline
of the hunter. Students at EC
had much to say on these new
regulations.
“If hunters are going to hunt
over corn, they’re going to do it
either way so I don’t think it did
any good,” said Hillary Hobby.
Some of the students at EC
strictly plan on hunting private
land so the statutes set forth by
the MDWFP won’t have as much
influence on their hunting.
“I’ve just about stopped hunt-

ing everything but deer,” said
Jud Bounds, a freshman engineering major from Newton. “I
only hunt on my own land so
I don’t even buy a license. We
have a lot of farm land so I’m
usually hunting over soybean
and corn fields. The corn issue
doesn’t really pertain to me that
much; I see the point of passing
the new laws but I really don’t
see any difference in the way
people hunt since they passed
them.”
Other opinions by EC students include, among others, direct confusion and more trouble
than solution when it comes to
the recent changes in laws on
hunting over corn.
“I think it has really caused
more problems,” said Grant
Fulton. “More people are going
to buy more corn now and try to
get away with justifying it. The
small percentage of hunters that
will follow the law with it probably won’t be enough to justify
changing the rules. I think they
should either make it fully legal
to hunt over corn either way
or outlaw it completely and
enforce it more strictly.”
According to Nathan Stone, a
freshman business major from
Philadelphia, the new laws are
too general and should either
be done away with or made
more specific.
“It made things more complicated because it made an
already complicated issue even
more of a problem. If a game
warden comes into your field,
it’s your word against his. What
he interprets as your sight line
may not be the same as what
you do.”
A final opinion on the subject of hunting over corn held
by some students is that being
allowed to hunt over row crops
and not shelled corn is a direct
contradiction.
“It really didn’t make much of
a difference,” said Taylor Pace. “I
mean people are still going to
hunt over corn and it can still fall
off the stalk if it’s in row crops or
lay on the ground after you cut
it under and it can still mildew.”
Whatever their particular
stand on the issue of corn or
their methods of preparation, EC
students are fired up and raring
to get in the woods in search of
legendary whitetails.
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EC Returns to Rough Stock: Rodeo is
Bigger than the Buckle for Bull Rider
By HANNAH MCCLOUD
Staff Writer

When it comes to intercollegiate
athletics, some sports that come to
mind may include football, baseball
and basketball. However, this year
East Central
will once again
throw its hat
into the rodeo
ring, or the
rodeo arena
rather, as Justin
Snow, a transfer sophomore
journalism
major from the
University of
West Alabama
HANNAH MCCLOUD
and a native of
Staff Writer
Stallo, represents EC in the
National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association. In a recent interview with
Justin, he gave some insight on why
he started riding bulls, what riding
means to him personally and what his
expectations are for the upcoming
season.
HM: What made you decide that
you wanted to ride bulls?
JS: I’ve been going to Lovern’s Arena
in Philadelphia my whole life so, I’ve always been around it and always wanted to try it but the greatest influence
on my riding came from a man I never
had the pleasure to meet. I watched 8
Seconds when I was five-years-old and
Lane Frost instantly became my hero.
From that moment on, I knew that was
what I wanted to do. Lane would eventually become the greatest influence
on my riding as well as my life. He got
the idea of the feather in his hatband
from three-time PRCA World Champion
Saddle Bronc Rider Monty Henson and
followed suit. I wear one in mine in
memory of Lane.
HM: What did your parents say
when you first asked if you could
start riding bulls?
JS: Well I don’t come from a rodeo
family; I’m a first generation cowboy.
Naturally, they laughed it off. I think
they thought it was a joke or a phase.
It might seem improbable that I would
ever start riding, but I started asking
when I was five. When I turned 17, they
finally gave in so it only took 12 years
to wear them down (with a laugh.) I remember going to Williams Bros. to look
for spurs. When the tack room guy told
us they didn’t carry bull riding spurs,
my mom told him that it didn’t matter if they were the right kind, that her
and my dad weren’t expecting this bull
riding thing to last long, so any kind
would do. Six years later, here we are.
HM: How did you start your riding career?
JS: I started going to Lovern’s on Saturday nights and Sunday afternoons
after church and getting on steers;
steers are bull calves that have been
castrated. I started riding when I was
17 and most guys are riding competitive bulls in a 12 plus year career at that
age, so I started way behind the curve.
I’m really competitive, though, especially with my riding so I worked really
hard at it and pretty soon I was working
my way up to the best bulls at Lovern’s.
I also progressed into the ranks of high
school and college rodeo rather quickly.
I went from not even knowing what
equipment to use or buy to entering
real rodeos in just a few months and I
always had to borrow stuff from other
guys. It was a “hit-the-ground-running”

learning process for my whole family as
well as me but we figured it out one ride
at a time.
HM: How do you train for bull
riding? Is there an actual practice?
JS: LOTS OF PRACTICE AND
PRAYER!!! Chad Phipps, head rodeo
coach at UWA, where I rodeoed previously, passed on a lot of good practice
and riding techniques to me. He won
the PRCA Southeastern Circuit Rookie
of the Year and Circuit Champion titles
before he retired and he was an advisor for Lyle Sankey Rodeo Schools.
Lyle Sankey is like the “Master Yoda of
Rodeo,” so I definitely had some positive influence. I watch a lot of ride film
and I practice the 5 Minute Click Boom
Method, a trick Coach Phipps taught
me. You review all your rides in your
mind; good ones you meditate on over
and over and the bad ones you review
for five minutes, learn what you can
from them and then click boom — you
forget them so as not to repeat them. I
also get on practice bulls every weekend, I work out and run to stay in shape
and I sometimes work on stationary
barrels to practice form and technique.
Most of my practice comes from working on my mental game, though. Bull
riding is twice as mental as it is physical. A guy with a strong mentality will
beat a muscle man almost every time.
If you look at guys like two time PBR
World Champion Bull Rider Chris Shivers who seem puny for professional bull
riders but have been extremely successful, it’s easy to see that if you can ride
them in your mind and your heart, your
body will follow. Also, every guy rides
different. I was also told by my friend,
Chance Smart, who rides professionally
in the PRCA, to find a guy whose’ style
I liked and learn to form my own style
after that guy’s. Naturally, I love the
way Lane rode and he’s my favorite, so I
mirrored my riding style after his.
HM: Since EC no longer has a
rodeo team, what steps did you
have to take in order to compete in
college rodeo?
JS: Well first, I checked with the NIRA
and made sure I had one year of eligibility left. When that was made official,
I started at the desk of Athletic Director
Chris Harris, who told me it would be
EC President Dr. Phil Sutphin’s final call.
I was really nervous about that meeting, but I met with President Sutphin
and, after much deliberation between
school administration and myself, they
gave me the word. I thought it might
be a long shot for the school to consent
to but they did and here we are. They
even bought my membership card and
my school vest the NIRA requires all
contestants to wear.
HM: Now what is a membership
card and how does rodeo work?
JS: Rodeo doesn’t have districts and
conferences like other school sports.
We have associations and regions. The
associations range from high school
and college rodeo to the Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA), the
oldest sanctioning body of rodeo in the
world and the Professional Bull Riders
(PBR), both of which are equivalent to
the NFL (National Football League.)
Each association has different rules and
regulations but all require a membership card. So there is no draft in rodeo.
Anyone can compete. You just have to
have the money and the skill and you’re
set.
HM: What region will you be
competing in for EC this season?
JS: I will be competing in the NIRA’s
Ozark Region, which encompasses such

states as Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas, Kentucky and Missouri.
I’ll be going up against some great bull
riders from schools like Mississippi State
University, University of West Alabama,
East Mississippi Community College
and University of Tennessee Martin.
HM: What’s the most important
goal you hope to accomplish with
your riding this season and beyond?
JS: Well I’ve never really won a big
title; I’ve never really “went the distance” in my career. That might seem a
little discouraging after six years of riding, but it’s always been about the love
of riding for me, not the money or the
buckles. This sport is also the legacy
of the cowboy, the original American
hero. Current generations of cowboys
have inherited that legacy and it is our
job to preserve it and pass it on. I carry
a lot of pride and honor with the name,
Cowboy. You can’t just play dress-up.
You have to earn that name. Also,
Lane is my hero but not just because
of what he did in the arena. It’s more
so because of what he did out of the
arena. I strive to be just like him. In a
feature on Lane following his death in
Cheyenne, Wyo., at the 1989 Cheyenne
Frontier Days Rodeo, sports caster
George Michael said anyone who met
Lane surely left him smiling. Lane loved
people and the little children who snuck
behind the chutes and the fans and his
reputation as a good man was far more
important than his celebrity as a World
Champion. All those fans and little
kids see something in us that they hope
and dream of but might not ever get to
be so it’s like their hopes and dreams
are on our shoulders and in our hands.
With this being my last year in college
rodeo, I’d love to bring the bull riding
championship home to EC against the
far more progressive rodeo programs at
the other schools, but, I have a higher
agenda than a title or a buckle on my
mind. Lane’s legacy to people was that
if he could do it, so could they. And
he genuinely loved people. That kind
of sincerity is hard to come by these
days. He’s the greatest influence I’ve
ever had. If I can mirror his legacy in my
own lifetime, it will always outshine any
buckle I could ever wear. Besides, like
1997 PRCA World Champion Bull Rider
Scott Mendes once told me, all a belt
buckle really does is hold your britches
up where they belong anyway (with a
laugh). Forgive the 8 Seconds one-liner
but I’ve been dreaming about this since
I was a little kid and now I’m just living
the dream.
HM: So would you say that this
season is a pivotal moment in your
career, being your last year to compete in college rodeo?
JS: Oh heck yeah, most definitely. I
had to take some time off from school
a couple years ago because I was at
a point in my life where I had to quit
school for a while and work full time. I
missed a couple years of college eligibility during that time and also had to
cut out a lot on my riding. During that
time I also missed a lot of time due to
some riding injuries. So this season is
kind of like a comeback for me. Also,
EC no longer has an official team so I’m
rodeoing as an independent-under the
EC name and colors but flying solo. I
have this year and then it’s off to the
PRCA. So I’m kind of like the underdog;
however, unlike the guys riding for the
other schools I have an entire school
solely in my corner and standing behind me and that really fires me up. I’m
riding for the entire Warrior family here

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Trying to make eight seconds is Warrior Bull Rider Justin Snow riding the bull, Air
Force, at Lovern’s Barn & Grill in Arlington. He will take the arena at the University
of West Alabama’s College Rodeo this month in Livingston, Ala.

at EC as well as for myself. My EC rodeo
vest will have the school’s name on the
front and the Warrior logo on the back
so I will literally be carrying the Warrior
on my back when I ride. So this season
is not just about me; I’m taking a lot of
responsibility with me on the road as
an ambassador for EC and everyone
that wears the black and gold. I take
that challenge as an honor and so now
it’s time to “cowboy up” eight seconds
at a time.
HM: Naturally, I assume bull riding is just like NASCAR: everyone
wants to know about the wrecks.
Have you ever been hurt riding and
does the possibility of injury scare
you or deter you from wanting to
ride?
JS: Well I never really thought about
it in comparison to NASCAR, but I guess
you’re right (with a laugh). There is
a reason bull riding is included in the
rough stock events but no it’s never
made me want to give up riding. And
asking a bull rider if he’s ever been hurt
or injured is probably about like asking
a bird if he knows how to fly. They say
it’s not if you get hurt riding bulls but
when and how bad. So, yes, I’ve had
my fair share of bumps and bruises.
To-date, I’ve torn my forearm muscle
in my left arm, which is my riding arm,
had a tear in my left ankle when it got
caught in a chute gate on the way out
once, been knocked out three times,
each with a concussion, fractured my
ninth rib on my right side and bruised
both my kidneys, and last summer I got
hung up at Lovern’s and got under the
bull. I never had my left knee checked
out because I didn’t have health insurance, which is probably a dumb move
on my part, but I’m pretty sure I suffered
some legitimate damage in my knee,
including scar tissue. It gives me problems from time to time and I recently

got a brace from the athletic training
department here. However, that is the
risk we take every time we nod for that
chute gate. But the wrecks are probably the most misconstrued part of
bull riding. Once again, forgive the 8
Seconds repeat but those bulls don’t
have anything against us. They just
want to buck us off their backs and get
on about their business. They’re not really trying to hurt us as it is most often
assumed; as it is for us, it’s just another
day at the office for them. They’re just
doing their job. In comparison, there
are more deaths annually from car
wrecks than there are from bull riding.
That fact doesn’t do much justice in
reassuring my family since the high risk
of injury was the reason they put off
letting me ride so long and I’m sure my
momma has many a gray hair from the
wrecks she’s seen me in but it’s all part
of the game. There’s a reason why Chris
Ledoux, 1976 PRCA World Champion
Bareback Rider and lyrical/musical genius of the cowboys, called the cowboy,
“a knight in leather armor.” Like I said
previously, you can’t get away with just
a hat and boots. You have to earn the
name cowboy. It’s a tough game we
play, but I take that into the arena with
me every round alongside my faith.
Every time I nod for the gate, I have my
whole faith in trust in Jesus Christ. It’s
with him, for him and by him that I do
this: FAITH NOT FEAR!
Snow will kick off the 2011-2012
season at the University of West Alabama on October 13-15 in Livingston,
Ala. Rodeos to follow this fall include
Murray State University in Murray, Ky.,
on October 27-30, Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia, Ark., on
November 3-5 and Troy University in
Troy, Ala., on November 17-18; spring
schedule and College National Finals
Rodeo to be announced.

Reminder: Wear IDs at All Time!
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Warrior Athletics

SUMMITED PHOTO
Rush Health Systems Contributes to ECCC Athletics: East
Central Community College’s athletic department recently received a
financial boost following a $10,000 donation from Rush Health Systems on behalf of Laird Hospital and the Rush Foundation Hospital
Sports Team. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (center) is shown
receiving the contribution from Derrick Jones, a certified athletic
trainer with the Rush Sports Medicine Team. At right is Tommy
Bartlett, Laird Hospital administrator. The funds are designated to
help support upcoming softball, basketball, soccer and baseball tournaments at the College. (Photo courtesy The Union Appeal)

Former Warrior Golfer Brown
Continues Career at DSU

Page 23

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
MACJC State Champion ECCC Softball Team Honored: Above are members of the 2011 East Central Community College state championship squad who received special recognition at the Warriors’ football game with Pearl River Community College Thursday, Sept. 22,
2011, at Bailey Stadium. The Lady Diamond Warriors received rings for winning the 2011 MACJC State Championship and were also recognized for earning NJCAA Academic Softball Team of the Year honors by posting a 3.69 grade point average. The championship squad tied
for the fifth in the NJCAA Division II Softball Tournament and finished with a 37-15 record. Team members and their respective high schools
include (bottom row, from left) Haelie Allen, Leake Academy; Taylor Bailey, Bowie High School, Austin, Texas; Lauren Nicholas and Abbie Joiner, both of Neshoba Central; Olivia Maher, East Ascension HS, Gonzales, La.; Chelsea Jones, Enterprise; Eden McGee, Neshoba
Central; and (top row, from left) Kristin Chaney, assistant coach; David Galvin of Long Beach, manager; Laurel Burnett, Neshoba Central;
Summer Alexander, Newton County; Haylee Roberts, Enterprise; Kelsi Watson, Smithville; Brittany Pounders, Southeast Lauderdale; Layna
Phillips, Leake Academy; Jay Etheridge of Newton County, manager; and Scott Hill, head coach. Bailey was also recognized on her selection as an NJCAA Division II All-American. Hill was also honored for being chosen MACJC Softball Coach of the Year. Unable to attend the
ceremony were team members Kasie Buckley of Newton County and Sarah Breland of Neshoba Central.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Former East Central Community College golfer Luke Brown
of Carthage is continuing his
career at Delta State University
in Cleveland, announced Chris
Clark, ECCC golf coach.
Brown was a two-year standout on the Warrior golf team,
earning All-Region 23 honors
as a freshman and MACJC AllState recognition following his
sophomore season. He finished
in the top 40 at the 2010 NCJCAA Division II Golf Tournament
held at the Palm Valley Golf
Course in Goodyear, Arizona.
Brown was also named the Warrior’s most valuable golfer at
the 2011 Spring Sports Awards
Banquet
“It was a pleasure to coach
Luke,” said Clark. “Not only is he
a talented golfer and a tremendous competitor, but more
importantly he is a fine young
man who represented ECCC
well. We at East Central wish

BROWN

Luke our very best as he continues his career at Delta State
University.”
Brown was an All-State and
All-District selection in golf at
Carthage High School, where
he received additional awards
in athletics and academics. He
was also chosen Mr. Carthage
High School.
He is the son of Jimmy and
Paula Brown of Carthage.

EC Diamond Warrior Golf
Tourney Scheduled Oct. 29
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The annual East Central
Community College Benefit
Golf Tournament will be held
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011, announced Neal Holliman, Diamond Warrior head coach.
The two-person scramble,
which serves as fundraiser for
the Diamond Warrior program,
gets under way at 8 a.m. on the

Decatur Country Club course.
Entry fee is $30 per person,
which includes lunch.
Door prizes will also be
awarded.
For more information,
contact Coach Neal Holliman
(601-635-6374) or assistant
Justin Brewer (601-635-6226),
or e-mail nholliman@eccc.edu
or jbrewer@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
New ECCC Baseball Scoreboard: A new baseball scoreboard was installed earlier this year at East Central Community College, thanks
mainly to funding provided by Brown Bottling Group (Pepsi Cola) in Meridian and The Citizens Bank, with locations in Leake, Neshoba,
Newton, Scott, Winston and other area counties. Shown standing in front of the welcomed addition to the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex are
(from left) Neal Holliman, Diamond Warrior head coach; Kenneth Jones, representing The Citizens Bank; Rodney Stephens, of Brown Bottling Group, Inc., Meridian; and Chris Harris, ECCC athletic director. Regarding the new scoreboard, Coach Holliman said: “I would just like
to personally thank Pepsi and Citizens Bank on behalf of the East Central Community College Baseball Program as they have obviously
helped us improve our facility as we strive to make it one of the best among the state’s community colleges. We have been able to make
many significant improvements and the recent addition of this scoreboard has helped make our ballpark more fan-friendly.”

We Want
Your News!
E-mail information about
your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu.
Send photos with identification
and any happenings.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Cheerleaders: Leading cheers for East Central Community College’s football and basketball squads for 2011-12 are (front row,
from left) Channing Bucklew, a product of Winston Academy; Robyn Fanning, Philadelphia; Jackie Leggett, Meridian; Mallory Holder, Sylva
Bay Academy; Drew Smith, Louisville; Claire Tadlock and Jesse Holloway, both of Newton County; Ashli Bell, Scott Central; Cody Warren,
Neshoba Central; Hailey Dunavant, Newton County; Jacob Johnson, Nanih Waiya; and Whitney Stokes, Neshoba Central; and (back row,
from left) Kayleigh McCool, Neshoba Central; Madison Nowell, Winston Academy; Warrior Chief mascot Lane Evans, Nanih Wayia; Katie
Reeves, Newton County; and Audree Middleton, Raleigh. ECCC faculty member Patrick Stokley serves as cheer coach and Victoria Jones
is his assistant.
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Dr. Sutphin Announces Retirement
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Dr. Phil A. Sutphin informed
the East Central Community College Board of Trustees he plans
to retire as the College’s seventh
president, effective June 30,
2012.
Dr. Sutphin, 65, made the announcement at the Nov. 8 meeting on the Decatur campus. He
began his service as president
on July 1, 2000, after previously

serving the College as Dean of
Instruction and Dean of Students. He joined the ECCC staff
in 1988.
In a letter read to Board members, Dr. Sutphin said his tenure
at East Central “has been long
and satisfying. Opportunities to
do the things that I have done
don’t always come along and I
have been fortunate to work in
an area that I enjoy and to provide a useful service for our fu-

ture generations.”
He added, “However, my time
is up and it is time for East Central to seek new leadership with
an emphasis on the continued
growth and results that the College experienced over its history. I thank each of you, the Board,
the faculty, staff, students and
alumni for allowing me the opportunity to serve over the last
quarter of a century at a place as
special as EC.”

Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth, interim Board of Trustees Chairman, expressed appreciation to
Dr. Sutphin for his service to EC
and wished him well in his retirement. The Board reluctantly
accepted his resignation.
Dr. Hollingsworth announced
the formation of an 11-person
search committee, which will be
composed of two Board of Trustees members from each county
in the College’s five-county dis-

trict. Dr. Hollingsworth will serve
as the committee’s presiding officer.
The official position opening
announcement will be approved
for release at the December 2011
meeting. Dr. Hollingsworth said
the successful candidate will
be selected at the March 2012
meeting.
ECCC serves Leake, Neshoba,
Newton, Scott and Winston
counties.

SUTPHIN

EC Improving Roads,
Answering Demands
For Traffic Control
By JUSTIN SNOW
STAff WrITEr

In response to re-occurring
problems with traffic overflow
and lack of parking, East Central
Community College Administration has been overseeing recent improvements
to oncampus
roadways.
As students arrive on
campus,
there
always
JUSTIN SNOW
seems to
Staff Writer
be a race
for parking in the rush to arrive
to classes on time, a topic that
has been the object of much
administrative discussion and
review. With the ECCC campus

MILLER

being so small, there is only so
much space that can be utilized
for parking. In addition, the flow
of traffic on and off campus presented a challenge during the
mornings and afternoons when
students and faculty are arriving and departing. After much
review and progressive work,
ECCC Administration seems to

See ROADS, PAGE 3

POLLY VAUGHN/StAff PHOtOGRAPHeR

The East Central Community College Wall O’ Sound Band marches proudly through Decatur during their annual Christmas Parade held
December 2.

SPeCIAL tO tHe tOM-tOM

ECCC Choir Members to Perform Dec. 10 with Kenny Rogers, Billy Dean: These members of the
East Central Community College Concert Choir performed at 8 p.m. Saturday, December 10, 2011, at
The Arena at Golden Moon Hotel & Casino in Choctaw as part of the Kenny Rogers 2011 Christmas and
Hits Tour. This is the 30th anniversary of the Christmas Tour and local choirs and children have been
chosen to perform in each city. The who will include live performances of holiday classics and Rogers’ biggest hits. The Christmas portion of the show themed “Christmas In America.” Rogers also was
joined by special guest Billy Dean, who is an ECCC alumnus. ECCC choir members and their respective
hometowns include (first row, from left) Kourtney Johnson, Union; Alex Weir, Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn,
Decatur; Macy Seale, Philadelphia; Jon’ Marie Baucum, Decatur; Jessica Barnett, Forest; Cayla Engle
and Claire Griffin, both of Decatur; Tiffany Benson, Philadelphia; and Summer Richardson, Union;
(second row, from left) Tyler Yates, Decatur; Tyler Gilmore, Sebastopol; Kelsie Mann, Hickory; Courtney
Mackey, Meridian; Persephiney Wingo, Morton; Ava Marie Adkins, Union; Sandy Alexander, Duffee;
Melody Mann, Hickory; Troy Gregory, Little Rock; and Joshua Peoples, Carthage; and (back row, from
left) Tom Jackson, Louisville; Christopher Newman, Shuqualak; Kirk Griffin, Union; Jeremy Carson and
Kirby Keith, both of Decatur; Johnny Kight, Louisvlle; Bo Foster, Hickory; Jason Mann, Newton; James
Parker, Puckett; and Matthew Dempsey, Louisville. Choral/vocal music instructor Vicki Blaylock serves
as director.

SPeCIAL tO tHe tOM-tOM

Houser Performs for Carson Benefit: Country music star Randy Houser performs one of his many hits
during a benefit concert held Nov. 12, 2011, at the Neshoba County Coliseum in Philadelphia for ECCC
Director of Bands Thomas W. Carson. Houser, a Lake native and ECCC alumnus, donated his time and
talents to perform at the concert, which raised approximately $10,000 for the Army of Tom Fund, designated to assist Carson with medical and other expenses in his battle with esophageal cancer. Houser,
who recently signed a contract with Stoney Creek Records, expressed his appreciation to Carson –
who attended the concert with family members – for his “encouragement and inspiration” in convincing
Houser to not only attend college but to further develop his musical talents which has led to a successful career in country music. Houser, a member of the ECCC Class of 1997, is a former vocalist with
the Collegians, the College’s rock ‘n’ roll band directed by Carson. Houser was also a vocalist for the
‘Round Midnight blues group and the Ac’cents, the College’s show choir, and was a member of the Wall
O’ Sound Marching Band. Also performing for the benefit concert were area bands Cotton Row, South
Bound, Deluxe Southern Impalas, Remedy, and Rico and the Border Patrol. Several band members are
ECCC alumni and former members of the Collegians. Grant Morris, a member of Remedy and a former
Collegian, presented Carson with a Fender electric guitar on behalf of and signed by all band members.
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The Ins & Outs of Stephens

1. What inspired you to be a
teacher and why English?
Both of my parents were educators and, from them, I saw
ﬁrsthand how much difference a
teacher can make in a student’s
life. I always said that I would
never be
a teacher, but
when I
got
to
college,
I
realized that
I
had
a
passion for
teaching and
coaching basketball.
FANCEEY SMITH
I chose
Staff Writer
E n g lish because my Senior English
teacher was a phenomenal lady
who helped me learn to love
literature. People often tell me
that English and basketball are
an unusual combination, but
I think the two areas blend my
personality very well.
2. What’s your hometown?
McComb
3. What’s your favorite dessert? Hmm... That’s pretty tough
since I love dessert! I guess pecan pie would be at the top of my
list.
4. What’s one song that you
think describes you? Blessed by
Martina McBride. This song describes me because I am a very
lucky person. I have been blessed
with a great family, many talents, and some great opportunities to use those talents to help
others.
5. What’s the last movie you
went to see? Did you like it?
The last movie I went to see was
Crazy, Stupid, Love. This movie

STEPHENS
was just ok. Although I like romantic comedies, I would prefer
to see a movie with some action
and suspense that makes me
think and is not so predictable.
6. What’s one thing people
would be surprised to know
about you? I love music and can
sing.
7. Do you prefer ankle socks
or knee socks? Ankle Socks
8. What’s one book or movie
that you recommend everyone
watch or read? I would recommend the book My Personal Best
by John Wooden. Coach Wooden
was a great basketball coach
who taught his players to be successful both on and off the court.
This book is full of inspirational
quotations that anyone can apply to his or her life.
9. If you could have any animal in the world, what animal
would you want? A Koala Bear
because I think they are adorable.
10. What’s your favorite part
of being a teacher? The best part
about being a teacher is having
the ability to inﬂuence students
and help them be successful.

STRIKE A POSE
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BRONZON ORDUNO
AGE: 21 • RIVERSIDE INDIAN SCHOOL
COMPUTER NETWORKING MAJOR

TREY TUBBY
AGE: 19 • CARTHAGE •LIBERAL ARTS

What is your lucky number? 13
What is your favorite cereal? Lucky Charms
If you could play an instrument what would it be? Drums
Skittles or Jolly Rancher? Skittles so I can taste the rainbow!
Right or Left handed? Right
—Brianna Windham,
Staff Writer

Major: Liberal Arts
What is your lucky number? 24
What is your favorite cereal? Cookie Crisp
Halloween or Valentines? Halloween, because I can walk outside
and not be made fun of! Ha!
Favorite Movie? How High
Right or Left Handed? Ambidextrous
—Brianna Windham,
Staff Writer

You’ll Fi t
Right in

@Ole Miss!
It’s the right move

A

s a community college transfer, your move to The University
of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your
life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of
the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:
• Your academic course work during your first two years will plug
right into our bachelor’s degree programs and let you stay on track.
• Average junior- and senior-level classes at Ole Miss have 20-30
students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are
taking now.
• Our Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the
combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you
will need to finance your education.
• Our Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per
year for two years)! Transfer students with a 3.5 GPA on at least
48 transferable community college credit hours and membership
in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship.
Please contact Jason McCormick or Ty Allushuski in the Office of
Enrollment Services at 800-OLE-MISS (in Mississippi) or 662915-7226 for more details.
• Our Community College Excellence Scholarship is worth 1,000
a year (a total of 2,000 over your last two years). Community
College students with a 3.0 GPA on 48 transferable hours will
be eligible for this scholarship. Contact Jason McCormick or Ty
Allushuski in the Office of Enrollment Services at 662-915-7226
for more details.

Come and visit campus, talk with our faculty, staff and students,
and see how easy it will be to take the next step!
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Reed Crowned ECCC Most Beautiful: Raychal Reed (center) of Louisville was crowned Most Beautiful
at East Central Community College Tuesday, Oct. 25, following pageant activities held on the Decatur
campus. She is shown receiving her crown from ECCC 2011 Most Beautiful Ava Maria Adkins (left) of
Union. At right is Most Handsome, DeMarcus Taylor of Enterprise.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Peavy Crowned ECCC Homecoming Queen: Sophomore LaTia Peavy (second from left) of Carthage
was crowned homecoming queen at East Central Community College during halftime ceremonies of the
Warriors’ football game with MS Gulf Coast Community College held Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011, at Bailey
Stadium on the Decatur campus. Peavy, who plans to pursue a medical career, received her crown from
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left). Serving as Miss Peavy’s escort was Darryl Cooks, who is
also a sophomore from Carthage and plans a career in medicine. Both are products of Carthage High
School. Shown at right is 2010 queen Emily Hathorn of Louisville, who presented the new queen with a
bouquet of roses.

Gift Ideas For the Savvy Gifter
By CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor

Having trouble deciding what
to get who this Christmas? These
gifts will work for any occasion
or holiday; including Christmas,
birthdays, and anniversaries.

ROADS
From Page 1
have found a working solution.
“Since the recent work on the
campus roadways, we are seeing much improvement in the
flow of traffic on and off campus,” said James Miller, Dean
of Students. Since the beginning of the semester, students
walking to class have seen the
traffic situation literally “turning around.” North 7th Avenue
runs north and south along the
western border of campus near
Leake Apartments and the Eddie M. Smith Student Union.
Originally a one-way street, the
roadway served as an outlet
for through traffic until this semester, when it was once again
made a one-way street prior to
the completion of the new Science Building at the intersection of North 7th Avenue and
9th Street. The EC campus was
originally designed in a grid pattern with both North 7th Avenue
running north and south on the
western border and North 6th
Avenue, also a one-way street,
running north and south on the
eastern border.
The designating of North 7th
Avenue as a one-way street
means that traffic can be funneled on and off campus more
efficiently. In addition, the onelane outlet that exited campus
between Todd Hall and the Old
President’s Home was closed off
with the addition of a new section of sidewalk. The EC campus now has three main outlets: North 6th Avenue, which
travels onto campus from the
south near the tennis courts,
Warrior Drive, which runs north
and south between Burton Library and the Bradford J. Tucker
Career/Technical Building and
North 7th Avenue, which carries traffic off campus from the
north. This newly arranged
flow pattern maintains outercampus circulation for traffic,
preventing it from backing up
on the smaller inner-streets of
campus where there is much
more pedestrian traffic.
With the campus transportation system working so much
better, administration has been
focusing on the other primary

Whether money is an issue or not,
just be sure to put time, thought,
and effort into your gifts and they
are sure to be well received.
4Soap and lotion bundles
4Graphic tee
4Nail polish kit
4Picture frame

concern on campus, which is
more parking. North 6th Avenue has been temporarily
closed for much of the semester
as it has been under construction. The work being performed
was made possible by a grant
that ECCC received through a
partnership with the Mississippi
Department of Transportation.
Improvements include widening of the avenue to allow for
new sidewalks and a row of
parking spaces that will meet
the demand for more on-campus lots. The irrigation canal
that runs across campus between the ADN Childcare Technology Building and Burton
Library is also seeing improvements. The canal serves as the
main run-off facility and storm

4Gift card (movie theater, restaurant, store, etc.)
4Makeup/toiletry bag
4Earbuds or headphones
4Candy or Specialty food
4Blanket
4Take someone out to dinner
4CD, DVD, video game

drain on-campus. Crews working on the improvements have
also been repairing and updating the drain tiles that run under
North 6th Avenue near the new
police department.
“We are very pleased with the
work being done around campus,” said Miller. “These alterations have been much needed
and, now that they have been
implemented, everything seems
to be running a lot smoother
on campus. We are still having
a little trouble with people forgetting that North 7th Avenue
is now a one-way street though.
We sent out a campus-wide
email through the Student Services Department and the compliance has been pretty good.
It’s usually the commuter stu-

dents and online students, who
are on campus very little, coming up the street the wrong way.
As a whole though, traffic seems
to be flowing so much better.”
According to Miller, there was
no major construction or renovation required to complete

4Hoody
4Pillow pet
4Beanie
4Magazine subscription
4Wallet
4Sun glasses
4Pajamas/slippers
4Wristband
the outer-rim traffic circulation. The original one-way road
signs were put back in place on
North 7th Avenue. No alteration was required on North 6th
as it has always remained a oneway though it has been closed
to traffic until the MDOT crews

4Headband
4Perfume
4Concert tickets
4Board game

When all else fails, give your
time. One-on-one time is very
valuable and can be the most important gift you give.

working there finish improvements.
Students are asked remember
that North 6th and 7th Avenues
are one-way streets and to observe the new traffic policies on
campus.

Consider Carey!

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP
…that Class
 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have
to pay for it!
 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure!
 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money,
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class
will affect your VA funds. Ask someone in the Financial Aid
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your
scholarships or other aid programs!
 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage.
 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask
your instructor for advice!
 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your
advisor to be sure!
 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades.
 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please
complete the appropriate paperwork.

The Benefits of Transferring to William Carey University:
♦ Students can transfer up to 64 hours of credits from

their community college

♦WCU offers bachelor, master, specialist, and the doctor

of osteopathic medicine degrees

♦ More than 90% of WCU’s full-time students receive

some type of financial assistance in the form of loans,
student employment, grants and scholarships

www.wmcarey.edu

601.318.6103
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Don’t Give up on
Goals for the Year,
Seek your Diploma

from the editor

Don’t Stress,
Procrastinate

Hello Warriors! This is Christina, your editor. The EC publications staff would like to
say Happy Holidays to you and yours.
As the semester comes to a close and we
prepare for what’s next, I hope everyone is
acing his or her finals and has registered for
the Spring.
If you’re feeling a little stressed or overwhelmed, remember to avoid procrastinating as much as possible. I’m sure we are all
guilty of this, but the best thing for your
grades and wellbeing is to just get what
needs to be done, DONE. I promise your
sanity and grade point average will thank CHRISTINA NOLLIE
Editor
you.
Also, with this time of year come many
changes; whether personally, physically or mentally.
Here’s a quote to keep in mind:
“Life’s challenges are not suppose to paralyze you, they’re suppose to help you discover who you are.” –Bernice Johnson Reagon
To the students who are leaving after this month, good luck in
your future endeavors and I’ll be seeing you.
I hope you all have a great break!
—Christina Nollie
Editor

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARtOONISt

Time flies when we’re having fun, huh? Christmas is here
already! I hope you’ve had a
great 2011 semester. If you do
not attain your academic goals,
don’t give up. The world is full
of successful people whose
freshmen grades weren’t as they
expected, but they learned their
lesson, became determined to
succeed, tried harder after their
“rough” start, and succeeded
through hard work and studying. You can do it!
Graduation is the ultimate
goal at ECCC. You definitely
DR. LEE
want that college diploma in
today’s competitive world. Make
sure you have registered for the spring 2012 semester.
Dormitory rooms tend to become available after grades are
posted so if you are tired of the long drive and searching for a
parking spot, please see the Director of Housing and Student
Activities, Mrs. Marcie Pinson, or e-mail mpinson@eccc.edu, or call
601-635-6213 to reserve a bed.
If you have any questions or concerns please let me know. You
can reach me at 601-635-6375 or e-mail rlee@eccc.edu.
Enjoy your time off. We will see you again when classes begin
for the spring semester on Monday, January 9, 2012.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

By tARA MARtIN, CARtOONISt

TARA MARTIN
Cartoonist

CLAIRE GRIFFIN
Cartoonist
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words of a warrior
By NICOLE BOUNDS

What holiday traditions are
you most excited about?
Jeremy Carson

Decatur •
Music •
Freshman

“I look
forward to
spending time
with my crazy
family!!”

Jenny Holyfield

Little Rock •
Liberal Arts •
Sophomore

“Each Christmas, I look forward to making
a ton of gingerbread men and
putting red hair on them!”

Megan Edwards Haleigh Parker

Louisville • Liberal
Arts • Sophomore

in East Asia.”

“It’s not really
a tradition, but
this year I’m
excited about
spending my
Christmas break

Foxsworth •
Sophomore • Art

“I’m looking forward
to watching
a bunch of
Christmas
movies.”

What are you most looking
forward to in the Spring?
Alex Thomas
Louisville •
Sophomore •
Secondary
Education

“My favorite
thing about
spring semester is Spring
Spree!!”

Adrian Canady

Carthage •
Sophomore •
Nursing

“I’m looking forward to graduation!”

Ryan Shotts

Louisville •
Freshman •
Business

“I’m looking forward to
baseball season
in the spring
semester.”

Breanna Vick

Louisville •
Sophomore •
Liberal Arts

“I’m looking
forward to a lot
during Spring
semester…
spring Spree, graduation, and
warm weather!!”

—Dr. Randall E. Lee
Vice President for Student Services

words from the student prez

Reflection on
Successful Semester,
Plans for New Year

Well, the leaves have already changed
and now it’s time for us to wake up with
frost on the ground. It’s finally winter
time, which means the first semester is
coming to an end.
I hope you have all had an amazing
first semester. This semester was full of
memories, from Welcome Back Week to
Fall Festival. I want to thank you all for
your participation in the fall semester
activities. We’ve had a blast meeting
new people, dancing in foam, flashing
back to other decades, and riding a
mechanical bull.
BOUNDS
It’s sad to see the semester come to
an end, but I assure you the Student Body Association already
has more activities planned for the Spring, including every student’s favorite event… SPRING SPREE!! Yes, that’s right in just a
few more months everyone will be fleeing to the volleyball court
to practice their volleyball skills. For anyone that has never heard
of Spring Spree, I promise you that you do not want to miss out.
I strongly encourage you all to participate in Spring Spree and all
the other things we have planned for the Spring semester. Let’s
make second semester even better than the first!
I hope you all have an awesome break! Merry Christmas and
Happy New Years!
Love always,
Nicole Bounds
Student Body President

we want
Your news!

e-mail information about your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu.
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By TARA MARTIN, CARTooNIsT

By CLAIRE GRIFFIN, CARTooNIsT

other views

Think Before Inking

Have you decided to get a tattoo? Do you
have already have a tattoo? Did you consider the health, social and financial risks?
A tattoo is a permanent mark or design
made on your skin with pigments inserted
through pricks into the skin’s top layer.
Typically, the tattoo artist uses a hand-held
machine that acts much like a sewing machine, with one or more needles piercing
the skin repeatedly. With every puncture,
the needles insert tiny ink droplets.
Good health is important and one should
consider the many health risks such as
allergic reactions, skin infections, and
keloids. Medication or other treatment may
be needed if he or she develops an allergic
reaction, infection or other skin problem.
In some cases, the tattoo may need to be
removed. Keep in mind that tattoo inks
are classified as cosmetics, so they are not
regulated or approved by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).
Today, tattoos are seen more and more
among everyday people rather than just

other views

rock stars, professional athletes and
other celebrities.
Although the acceptance of body
art has increased,
many employers
will not hire someone with openly
visible tattoos.
Often, a person
with a tattoo soon
realizes while reaCHRISTINA NOLLIE
sons behind getting
Editor
the tattoo were
symbolic to them, other people’s views are
often quite different. There are some negative associations involved with tattoos.
Society frequently associates tattoos with
criminals or gang activity.
As we all know, body art costs money.
A tattoo artist usually charges a customer
two ways. Per work done, which means the
artist charges you upfront for the tattoo no

matter how big or small it is. The other way
is, price per hour. The amount of time the
tattoo is worked on is calculated to define
the final cost of the tattoo.
A small tattoo can cost $40 to $60. It
might not seem like a lot for something
he or she will have for the rest of your life,
but what if you don’t want a small tattoo?
Medium to large tattoos start from $100
and increases the bigger and more detailed
the design is. Besides just the regular rate,
it is customary for an individual to tip their
artist also.
If considering getting a tattoo, it’s important to put a significant amount of thought
into this decision. If an individual decides
to sport the ink, he or she should be aware
of the detrimental issues involved. Also,
one should look at many different studios
and choose the one he or she feels the
most comfortable with.
—Christina Nollie
Editor

The Tom Carson Christmas Story
Twas the eve of December 1st
and all was quiet through the
night
The eve before the evil Alien
was to be abolished from sight
The humble guitarist sent
from the heavens above
Sat quietly playing his melody
soft as a dove

“Good
Gravy,
more
MORE!!!”
Which
rattled
the
Alien to
its core

But then he pushed his pedal
down and out came trembling
distortion
The Alien knew not what to
do, being thrown into rage and
contortion
Laughing the guitarist shouts,

With
one
strum
TYLER YATES
the
Staff Writer
guitarist
struck
his Godliest chord with all his

other views

might
Causing the Alien to become
weak and unable to fight
This chord made even the air
twist and bend
And the evil Alien knew his
life was soon coming to an end
With one final chord the guitarist says, “You had no chance,
I’ve been the best since birth”
And so the evil Alien was
destroyed, never to return to
this Earth
The next morning the guitarist and his family rejoice, for he
is free!

And the rest of his life he will
now see
With a smile on his face the
guitarist says “You should’ve
known we’d be victorious!”
“For we had an army supporting us!”
Now as we leave the guitarist
can finally rest, having won in
his endeavor
Knowing he will never leave
his family and friends, forever
and ever
The End
—Tyler Yates
Staff Writer

What’s Hot & What’s Not in Decatur?
what’s hot

Working out and being active to stay in
shape should be one
of the top priorities
of college students.
Find a running buddy! Everyone wants
to look fabulous in
their new fall attire
for football games.
Everyone needs
an accessory. Snapbacks have become
extremely popular.
They can be worn
to class to hide that
early morning nonbrushed hair and KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
then turned backStaff Writer

wards for the perfect nighttime party hat.
The Snap is Back!!
It’s obvious that Lil’ Wayne’s new album,
“Tha Carter IV”, is “making bank” and
after watching his amazing VMA performance, who wouldn’t be crazy about him?
He is a lyrical genius.
College is all about meeting new people
and making tons of friends. Try getting
new cell phone numbers from others to get
in the know and to also boost your social
life.

what’s Not?

Pigging out all the time in the dorm will
catch up to the body. Pick out better foods
when grocery shopping and eat light portions in the café. The Freshman Fifteen
doesn’t look good on everyone.

If you are not Catholic or are not planning on converting to Catholicism, do not
wear rosaries as a style trend. Stick to the
silver chains or any other fashionable necklace that does not consist of sacred beads.
One day Kanye will quit interrupting
people and maybe have a decent single instead of being featured in everyone else’s
songs. Even though he doesn’t belong in the
music industry, he will eventually find his
place in this world.
It’s time to leave the nest. If you’re calling your mom everyday just “to talk”, more
than likely you’re not taking time to meet
fellow students. Learn to let go and teach
the parents too, also.
—Kayleigh McCool
Staff Writer

Legalizing
Marijuana:
A Mistake
In the past couple of years,
California has brought up the
very heated issue on whether
marijuana should be legalized
or not.
Opinions
have
been
voiced
from all
over the
nation
on this
topic,
and it
has gotJESSICA BARNETT
ten the
Staff Writer
media’s
full attention.
Why shouldn’t marijuana be
legalized? It will be just be another harmful drug ‘legally’ out
there. Marijuana is also called
the stepping-stone drug. It
can lead to harsher drugs
which will not only be harmful
to the user but to the people
around. This is a harmful drug!
Some say that it helps with
stress, but what if those couple
of hits isn’t enough? It’ll affect

your job, any relationships, and
over all, your life.
Regularly using this drug has
been proven to lead to brain
damage, cancer, lung damage,
depression, and even death.
It will also affect others by
second-hand smoke. Tobacco
plus marijuana, think how
many innocent people will be
exposed.
When most people share
their opinions on this, it concerns themselves. Think about
the adolescents. It will be another peer pressure to add to
the list. Would you want your
child taught by a teacher who
needed it to function or to be
in a” good mood?” What about
the bus driver? That safety
of the children should be the
concern.
Why is America becoming so
reliant on drugs to make them
feel good? Take control! Get
the right mind set. If Americans don’t stop things like this,
what will be the next issue? I
don’t even want to know…
—Jessica Barnett
Staff Writer

other views

Christmas Celebrated
Around the World
Merry Christmas! Feliz Navidad! Nitak Hollo Chito! Christmas is finally here! In most
American homes, Christmas is
generally a time to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ. We
also have Santa Claus coming
down our chimneys, and our
Christmas
trees are
beautiful and
bright
with
all the
lights
and
ornaments!
In the
South,
OUIDA MERUVIA
we have
Staff Writer
meals
consisting of turkey, ham,
sweet potatoes, yams, pecan
pies, pumpkin pies, and so
much more! As traditional as
this sounds to us, other countries celebrate a little differently.
In Poland, Christmas Eve is
a time for fasting and remembering the birth of Jesus. On
Christmas day, before they
enjoy a hearty 12 course meal
of traditional Polish food, they
pass around a biscuit with

the faces of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph around and each take a
bite. In China, only one percent
of the population is Christian.
However, Christmas is still
celebrated in two of the major
cities. Chinese people decorate their Christmas tree with
paper lanterns, paper flowers,
and other paper ornaments.
On Christmas Eve in Greece,
most of the young boys go
out caroling, drumming, and
parading down the streets! Unlike America, Grecian children
don’t get their presents until
the New Year! Instead of leaving milk and cookies for Santa
Claus, children in Holland leave
hay and carrots! They also put
it in their shoes or clogs, because that’s where Santa a.k.a
Sinterklaas leaves their presents! Instead of Sinterklaas living in the North Pole, tradition
says he lives in Madrid, Spain!
There are so many different
traditions!
People of different cultures
have different ways of celebrating Christmas. Whether they’re
Christians or not, Christmas
is a time for families to come
together and give happiness to
all! Merry Christmas!
—Ouida Meruvia
Staff Writer
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A New Face Rises in Social Media Networks

The Death of Facebook, Skype,
and Youtube. Put on your black
clothes, shine
your Sunday
shoes, and get
ready for the
end of media networks
such as Facebook, Skype
and Youtube.
There’s a new
and upcoming
giant in the
world of online
social networking that allows you to do
ADDREONNA SEGER
all ten other
Staff Writer
sites allow
you to do, in one convenient place.
It also allows its users to interact
via web and personally. Google+ is a
new kind of social network that, like
Facebook, will allow you to interact

tHeater taKe

with all of your friends online, while
still allowing you to do all of the addictive things Facebook does (minus
the ever-so-annoying game and application requests.) Google’s official
blog claims, “Today, the connections
between people increasingly happen
online. Yet, the subtlety and substance of real world interactions are
lost in the rigidnes of our online tools.
In this basic way, online sharing is
awkward, even broken. We aim to fix
it.”
The basic idea behind Google+ is to
topple the Facebook empire with the
way that it is set-up. All of Google+
is socially compatible. Integrated
into Google+ will be Picasa, Gmail
and Google Maps. This is so that
users don’t have to sign into multiple places to check e-mails, upload
photos or let their friends know what
they’re up to. Most people sign into at
least 10 different web sites to check
for new e-mails, pictures and notifica-

tions. Of course, Google+ is similar
to Facebook in a couple of ways.
Consistency murders Facebook. Like
Facebook, Google+ features “Circles”
much like Facebook’s “News Feed.”
The difference here is with Google’s
“circles” you can separate who can
see what. You just click and drag
people to their respective circles and
they will only get the information
that is meant for them. This feature operates much like Facebook’s
privacy settings, but it’s much easier
to control and less hassle to keep up
with. Unlike ever changing Facebook,
Google has always been fantastic
about keeping their product steady
and unchanging.
Multiple video chat recipients
slaughter skype. With Google+ there
is something called “Hangouts.”
These allow two or more people to
video chat with one another at the
same time. This feature is special because no other video calling service,

be it Facebook, Skype, MSN, Yahoo!
or AOL will allow you to have video
conversations with more than one
person at a time, for free.
Another feature of Google+ is called
“Huddle.” Huddle is basically when
you are trying to get all your friends
together and you are having to send
text messages to a bunch of different people and trying to organize
everyone’s free time so you can all
just go and hang out with each other.
Huddle brings all your friends’ conversations together. You see all their
responses in one easy-to-read text
message. This seems to be beneficial
to Google+ Mobile version more so
than the Internet version.
“Sparks” fly with the death of Youtube. Google+’s final feature is called
“sparks.” Sparks allows users to type
in things they are into and then it
will send them things that users
might find interesting that they can
then watch, read, listen to, or share.

It is an invaluable service that will
mean that users always have something new and cool to check out.
At the current moment, Google+
is sending out invitations to random
Gmail users for Beta testing in a soft
launch manner, so it will not be fully
online for a little while longer, but
imagine how incredible it will be to
go to one web site and get all of the
things users would typically get from
10 different web sites. Most users,
myself included, are Facebook addicts and the news of this new development is enough to shed a couple
tears over, however-- and this is for
all my technological brothers and
sisters who are fed up with Facebook
making changes when they are most
certainly unwanted and unnecessary
— Google+ is definitely worth a shot.
—Addreonna Seger
Staff Writer

Blockbusters hit the Big Screen, Top Charts for 2011
Paranormal activity 3

The Paranormal Activity series has
been terrifying and entertaining people all over since the first Paranormal
was released
in 2007. The
main idea of
the movie is
to make you
believe that
the events that
happen to the
characters are
a reality. After
the first movie
was released
many people
were disappointed to find
MEGHAN MCINTOSH
out that the
Features Editor
movie was not
actually a real
movie. Though this disappointment
was quite overwhelming, the movies
still are quite popular among many
people. This year the third movie was
released. This movie is definitely the
most terrifying one of all three. In
this movie, the sisters, Katie (Chloe
Csengery) and Kristi (Jessica Tyler
Brown) discover the strange demon
for the first time. This movie takes
place when Katie and Kristi are just
children, which adds an extra bit of
creepiness to the movie. Kristi makes
a new imaginary friend, Toby, who
actually turns out to be the demon
that terrorizes the family.
Out of all three of the movies, I personally would have to say this movie
is by far the creepiest. If you love to
be freaked out, I suggest that you see
this movie. Don’t worry. Toby won’t
get you.

coraline

For those of you who love dark movies, I recommend the movie Coraline.
This movie is definitely not just for
children, and I’m not quite sure most
parents would allow their younger

children to watch it. Coraline Jones,
played by Dakota Fanning, is an
adventurous and curious girl who
just moved with her family to a new
town. She is constantly trying to
find some way to entertain herself,
but with parents who are always
busy and weird neighbors, Coraline
finds herself always bored. One day
her new friend, Wybie, brings her a
doll that looks suspiciously like her.
While this is peculiar, Coraline looks
at it as a new playmate and starts a
scavenger hunt to entertain herself.
This scavenger hunt ends after the
doll mysteriously appears in front
of a door. She immediately becomes
fascinated with this door and is eager
to go inside. Unfortunately, when her
mother comes to unlock it, the opening is bricked closed. Disappointed,
Coraline gives up and goes about her
boring day. That night, mice appear
in her room and Coraline chases them
downstairs. They go inside the little
door and when Coraline opens the
door it leads to an “other” world. In
this new world, an “other” mother and
father await her arrival with games
and entertainment beyond her wildest
dreams. Coraline thinks this world is
a dream come true, but she’s wrong.
I won’t spoil anymore of the movie
for you, but I will say this is one of my
favorite movies and I could watch it a
million times. I personally would give
Coraline five-out-of-five-stars.
—Meghan McIntosh
Features Editor

Harry Potter and tHe deatHly
Hallows: Part 2 review

After watching Harry Potter grow
up and his adventures on the big
screen, the final chapter comes to an
end in Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hollows: Part 2. Harry and his
friends, Ron and Hermione, continue
their adventures to look for Voldemort’s horcruxes. They must face new
hardships including losing loved ones,

and truly discovering themselves to
overcome the Dark Lord. Watching
the final movie of the Harry Potter
series was like closing a chapter on
childhood. Growing up watching
Harry Potter and watching the final
chapter unfold was bittersweet. If
you liked the previous Harry Potter
movies, you will love the finale.

lion King 3-d

Disney has wowed us once again
with a second release of the classic
movie, The Lion King, in theaters
with the addition of 3-D effects. As
I sat waiting to watch
this movie, I
wondered if it
could live up
to my expectations. It
was instantly
better than
I thought it
would be.
With the help
of the innovative technology, the color
restoration
HOLLI NUTT
now makes
Staff Writer
the picture
more vivid
than before. While the 3-D enhancement completely magnifies the
audience’s viewing experience. The
wildebeest stampede has always been
a breathtaking scene; however, the
3-D element really brought to life the
thrill of this moment. If you enjoyed
this movie as a young child, you will
treasure it even more through the
magic of Disney 3-D. Although it was
only in theaters for a short period
of time, the DVD verison , including
3-D effects, was released October 4th.
You will now be able to own your own
piece of Disney Magic.

straw dogs

Straw Dogs is a remake of an old

classic film that was originally set in
England; however, the new release is
set in Blackwater. David Sumner, a
Hollywood screenwriter, and his wife
Amy return to her hometown. With
Blackwater being a basic stereotypical
country small town, James finds himself in a whole new world, and begins
to clash with locals. Charlie, one of
the locals, is a small town hero from
his glory days in high school football,
and Amy’s high school sweetheart. As
the plot thickens, some of the locals
begin to ban together against James
and Amy. They are forced to fight
back for not only their safety, but
their survival. This movie is a great
thriller, and will have you sitting on
the edge of your seat wondering what
is next to come.
—Holli Nutt
Staff Writer

tuning in

New Hits, Bands Hit the Airways
wHat a catcH, donnie

“What a Catch, Donnie” is one of the last
if not the last songs that the band Fall
Out Boy ever wrote. It was a song written
by the lead guitarist, Pete Wentz, to
the singer, Patrick
Stump, before the
split of the band,
because the lead
guitarist’s life was
taking up to much
time for him to also
be in a band. It is
a slower song but
has a great sound
and is very catchy.
It also serves as
a good tribute to
the band, because
TYLER YATES
near the end they
Staff Writer
add in snippets of
all of their other hits. If you are stressed
and need to hear a good song, it makes for
a good spirit lifter in a hard day so take a
look into it.

anotHer song aBout tHe weeKend

“Another Song About the Weekend”
is a song performed by the band A Day

to Remember. It’s off one of their older
albums “Homesick.” It was written while
the band was on the road, and when I say
on the road, I mean touring the world. The
band was on tour around the world for
two years, so this song is saying to their
friends and family that they are on their
way home. At one part it even says “That
Florida sun begs me to come back home”
and if you haven’t guessed, they are from
Florida. If you miss someone you haven’t
seen in a while, this is the song for you.
It is great, and I’m sure if you listen to it
once you’ll hit repeat, it’s just that type
of song, you will have to listen more than
once.

wHen we die

“When we Die” sounds like a horrible
song just from the title, but it actually is a
very meaningful and powerful song. It is
performed by the band Bowling for Soup.
Usually a more fun and upbeat group,
they wrote this song, which happens to
be one of their first slower songs, to have
a serious song on their album. It is a
song talking about parents ignoring their
children and teens not wanting to have
anything to do with their parents. The
song says that “the tattooed mistakes will
fade over time,” meaning the mistakes of

straw dogs

I saw the preview for this movie
and, of course,
I just had to go
see it. Straw
Dogs starts off
kind of slow,
but once the
action starts
happening, it
keeps on going.
For most of the
movie I was
sitting in my
chair wondering what was
going to happen next.
FANCEEY SMITH
The movie
Staff Writer
was the type
where you
wish it had not ended because you
just wanted it to go on forever, but
of course you’re happy that it ended
because you wanted to know what
happened.
This movie is a must if you like action and mystery. I give it two thumbs

parents and teens; and “as long as we live,
time passes by, and we won’t get it back
when we die,” saying basically that all the
time that parents and teens spend ignoring each other can’t be taken back. It is a
truly great song that has a great meaning
behind it, and the video is awesome too,
definitely a song to look up.
—Tyler Yates
Staff Writer

tHe airBorne toxic

Music is the heart and soul of a society, whether or not anyone realizes it. As
for the choice of music, well, that can be
vastly left up to debate upon. However,
I am a very indie person, and as such I
would like to talk about a band that I recently found that I think is worth a listen.
The Airborne Toxic event is an alternative rock band from Los Feliz, California.
They make beautiful music with incredible
lyrics. It’s a very mellow kind of music
for just hanging out to or for those times
when you’re reading and enjoying a quiet
night to yourself. I strongly suggest that
you give it a listen. It’s very relaxing and
calming with deep lyrics that anyone could
appreciate no matter what type of music
they are into.
—Addreonna Seger

up.

BaBy mama

Baby Mama is a super funny movie
about a woman who wants to have
kids, but does not have the man or
the time to have one. Her only option is to hire someone to have her
baby for her, which seems like a good
idea. She hires a woman to carry her
baby, but this woman does not seem
like the “mother type”. Sadly, like in
every movie, something bad happens,
but you have to watch it to find out
what the tear jerker is. Watching this
movie will give you something to talk
about to all your friends, and have a
laugh or two. 4 stars!
—Fanceey Smith
Staff Writer

over Her dead Body

This movie,
released in
2008, is a cute,
funny romantic
comedy about
a ghost who
haunts her
fiance, Henry.
On the day
of their wedding Kate, a
bridezilla, is
killed by an ice
sculpture of an
angel. Henry is
KAMERON BOULTON
unable to find
Staff Writer
closure, and
in the hopes of
helping him move on, his sister takes
him to a psychic who also doubles as a
caterer Ashley. Ashley falls for Henry,
but Kate ,unable to let Henry go, tries
to sabotage their relationship with
her ghostly powers. There are some
funny moments in the movie, especially between Kate and Ashley. I give
this movie three stars.
—Kameron Boulton
Staff Writer

ec advice

Friends to Dating,
Handling Harrassment

Q: How do I get the girl
I like to understand than
I want to be more that
friends? I’ve dropped
enough hints, but she still
does not get that I like her.
A: Fanceey Smith- Hints
do not always make sense to
people; we miss read them all
the time. Even the loudest most
obvious hints can be misunderstood. The best way to get
her to realize you like her is to
just simple tell her. Be up front
and confident, girls tend to love
confidence.
Kameron Boulton- Do something romantic and spontaneous, girls love spontaneous
gestures. Love notes always
work, a little note telling her
how much she means to you.
Honesty is always a great way
to tell someone how you feel.
Q: My best friend is a jerk
sometimes. How do I confront him about it?
KB: Just tell him. Chances
are he does not realize he is

being a jerk. In these instances,
I would inform him of how his
behavior is coming across.
FS: The best way to confront
a person about being a jerk is
to say their being a jerk. Pull
them to the side, so that they
wont get embarrassed and say
what you need to say. A true
friend will understand what
you mean and will apologize.
No hard feelings.
Q: This girl keeps harassing me because she thinks
I’m trying to take her boyfriend, but I’m not. We are
just friends and have been
since the sixth grade. How
do I get her to stop harassing me?
FS: This is a difficult situation. I would confront your
friend about it first. Maybe he
can reassure her that nothing
is happening between the two
of you. Try to be on friendly
terms with her. If it is serious
harassing, get the authorities
involved.
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College 101

from the shelf

Great Reads for the Holidays

fire

Kristin Cashore has once again given teenage girls everywhere a strong
female role-model with a quick-witted
intelligence and good moral code. Fire
is a companion novel to Cashore›s first
book Graceling. While it is not a sequel to Graceling, Fire shares its setting and one character. One can read
Fire without having to read Graceling
first, but I would definetly recommend reading Graceling. The main
character of the novel is named Fire,
hence the title. She is the last living

human «monster» in the Dells, which
is the kingdom in wich the story takes
place. Instead of the horrifying image
one usually gets
when thinking
of a monster,
Fire is an extremely beautiful woman
with hair the
colors of sunset
or «fire» whose
powers include
mind reading
and mind control. She does
not, however,
believe in using
DANA MCKEE
her powers to
Staff Writer
rob innocent
people of their secrets. When the royal
family desperately needs to use her
powers in order to save the kingdom,
she must decide if it is better to pry
into minds for the benefit of her loved
ones and the unraveling kingdom
or let her powers go to waste for the
sake of propriety. On top of all that,
she also has to deal with the death
of a loved one and the revelation of
several secrets from the past that
were covered up, including a secret of
her own. Filled with romance, a twisting and turning plot, and action in a
fantastical realm with beautiful and
supernatural creatures, Fire is sure
to quench the thirst of young readers
seeking a good novel.

—Dana McKee
Staff Writer

blood and ChoColate

“Blood and Chocolate” is a book
written by Annette Curtis Klause
about a werewolf girl who has to
decide between her wolf pack or a boy
she has fallen
madly in love
with. She tries
to balance her
secret wolf life
with her seemingly normal
life where she
has an amazing boyfriend.
Things catch
up to her
though and the
lines of her two
lives begin to
fade together.
KAMERON BOULTON
How does she
Staff Writer
get to keep her
man but not
betray her pack? I give this book a
five star rating. Go check it out.

Claire dewitt
and the City of the dead

Claire Dewitt and The City of The
Dead is a mystery novel written by
Sara Gran. The book’s primary setting is post Hurricane Katrina in New
Orleans. Claire Dewitt is one of the
world’s greatest detectives and a follower of Jacques Silette who was once

a renowned French detective and author of Détection, an unconventional
detective handbook.
Claire is hired on the missing
person’s case of Assistant District Attorney, Vic Willing, who goes missing
in the hectic aftermath of the storm.
Claire, with her unconventional methods such as dreams and omens, must
sift through clues and suspects in the
devastated, ruined city and citizens of
post-Katrina New Orleans.
Claire is unlike typical heroines.
She is keen and sure in her ability.
She is a no-nonsense and quick thinking detective. At 35 years of age, she
has gone through many challenges in
life, and it has toughened her. She is
not a bubbly, happy-go-lucky woman.
She solves her cases in an unconventional way. To her, it is not about finding clues like fingerprints and missing
objects; everything has the potential
to be a clue.
Claire Dewitt and The City of The
Dead begins with a very slow rising
action. Midway, it really starts to pick
up. The book as a whole is not suspenseful, however; there are a few intense moments in the novel. Many of
the characters are lost and hopeless;
having been failed by their parents,
schools, and government. The novel at
times is sad and you sympathize with
the characters.
The characters and their situation
are the most intriguing elements of
this novel. The case’s conclusion is

shocking, but the overall mystery is
okay. Overall, it is a nice novel. If you
can handle the intense hopelessness,
sadness, and despair of the characters, Claire Dewitt and The City of
The Dead is an interesting read
—Kameron Boulton
Staff Writer

marked

Marked is a book within a series
of books called the House of Night
novels. Marked
is about the
new girl at
the House of
Night school
trying to fit
in with everyone else. She
accomplishes
this for a good
while, until the
other fledglings
realize that
she is different. The head
master pushes
FANCEEY SMITH
her to become
Staff Writer
the leader of
the sons and daughter club, which
is mainly for the “cool” kids, making
it that much harder for her to fit in.
Aphrodite does not take it kindly to be
replaced and plots her revenge, you’ll
have to read it to find out what happens. Five stars!
—Fanceey Smith
Staff Writer

Tis’ the Season with Winter Fashion
The weather outside is
frightful, but fashion trends of
winter are so delightful. When
the mall is the only place to
go, grab
a pair
of Ugg
boots,
and let
it snow,
let it
snow, let
it snow!
The
weather
is turning cold
outside,
but the
styles of
RAYCHAL REED
winter
Staff Writer
are hot
on the runways.
Floor length coats and pea
coats are among the hottest
items of the season. Although
the basic colors of fall are often
brown, green, black, and navy,
the perfect item to bring life
to your wardrobe is a brightly
colored coat in red, yellow, or
even magenta. Longer length
skirts are definitely in. Prints
are quite popular, including
cheetah print and hound’stooth. Peacock feathers are
appearing everywhere- in jewelry, on shirts, on purses, but
not in hair. Another hot trend
is fake fur. Vests, hats, coats
and even scarves are appearing
in fur. Not only is this a cute
way to add originality to any
outfit, but it is a great way to
stay warm!
All fashion rules have gone
out the window this season;
anything goes in the fashion
world. The best outfits are
created by mixing and matching patterns, sequins, furs and

on the tube

ASHLEY MOORE
Staff Writer

TATE ROGERS, EVAN HUMPHERIES
colors. Knee high is the length
to follow this winter season.
Knee high boots with a mini
skirt or skinny jeans makes for
the perfect combination. For
the especially creative minds,
crochet items are becoming
extremely popular. Crochet
hats, head wraps, shawls and

scarves are all the rage in the
fashion world.
Berets and beanies, cloches
and caps, hats in every size,
shape and style are the ultimate topping this season. In
addition, they are the best way
to hide a bad hair day! Just ask
Demarcus Taylor about fashion

EMILY LUCY, NIKKI CUMBERLAND, WENDY BURNS, DANIELLE PIERCE
for men! He is always dressed
Cowboy boots are the perfect
students take pride in their apto impress, sporting the latest
choice in shoes for men.
pearance, then they are sure to
things in fashion for guys.
Wearing a button up is a
take pride in their schoolwork.
Watches are great accessories
classy way to dress up an
One fashion violation that goes
for men and they also serve as
outfit, and pullovers are an
for all students is wearing paa way to be on time for class.
easy way to keep from looking
jamas to class! (Except during
According to Bailey Hartslouchy while going to class.
exam week!)
ness, “The most attractive
Remember, teachers notice
—Raychal Reed
thing about a man is his boots.” how their students dress. If
Staff Writer

Best TV Shows from Fall to Catch Up On

College students never have
time to watch TV, but with Hulu
and other Web sites everyone
can catch up on all the shows
they’ve missed during the semester. There’s really no excuse to miss all of your favorite
shows.
A new show that people should
catch up on is Revenge. This
show airs on ABC, Wednesdays

at 9 PM. The title itself tells the
basis of the show’s theme. The
main character comes into a
wealthy community where her
father experienced betrayal by a
powerful family. Little does the
community know of her ulterior
motive or her seemingly harmless identity. This show, already
after only one season, has top
reviews.

Secret Circle is a show specifically for teens who love a
magical feel. After a young girl
loses her mother in a mysterious
fire, she is sent to live with her
grandmother in a town where
nothing is normal. Tune in on
Thursdays at 8 PM. on CW-40
to unravel the mysteries. Secret
Circle is currently on winter
hiatus until January.

Tune in to ABC on Sunday
nights at 7 PM for Once Upon a
Time, a nursery- rhyme themed
show. Tune in for a fantasy
beyond your imagination where
the drama is extreme. This
show is one of the best that I’ve
viewed lately.
Another show that has taken
storm is Grimm. There are no
words to describe exactly the

supernatural and fantasy that is
accounted for in this show.
Whether or not you watch
shows now, you should check
these out. I believe escapism for
a few hours is great when you’re
on a break from studying for
finals.
—Ashley Moore
Staff writer
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Ac’cents to Present Fall Show: The Ac’cents, East Central Community College’s show choir
presented their fall concert, December 1, 2011, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium. Selections
included “Beautiful Day” by the Black-Eyed Peas, “Born to be Somebody” by Justin Bieber, “I Want
to Know What Love Is” recorded by Foreigner and Mariah Carey, “Viva La Vida” by Coldplay, “Somebody to Love” by Queen, “Orphans of God” from the collection of “Joy in the House,” “Billionaire” made
popular by Bruno Mars, “I Look to You” recorded by Whitney Houston, “Express Yourself: The Music of
Madonna,” and “Firework” by Katy Perry. Ac’cents members and their respective high schools include
(front row, from left) Kourtney Johnson of Union and Polly Vaughn, Sandy Alexander and Claire Griffin,
all of Newton County; and (back row, from left) Kirk Griffin, Tadarin “Bo” Foster and Jeremy Carson, all
of Newton County; Alex Weir, Leake Academy; Macy Seale, Neshoba Central; Christopher Newman,
Central Academy; Tyler Gilmore, Newton County; and Matthew Dempsey, Louisville. ECCC vocal/choral music instructor Vicki Blaylock serves as director. Austin Jay of Union and Josh Jarriel of Neshoba
Central serve as sound technicians.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Gospel Choir Performs: Above are members of the East Central Community College Gospel
Choir, who are shown prior to the group’s annual fall concert held Nov. 2, 2011, in Huff Auditorium on
the Decatur campus. Special guest performers were Sierra Ward of Lisa Knowles and the Brown Singers, and the Scott County Youth Mass Choir. Gospel Choir members include (first row, from left) Felicity White, Forest; Jah Myia Dickinson, Scooba; Persephiney Wingo, Morton; Kara Edwards, Newton;
Chadeidra Hunt, Philadelphia; Kenyatta Griffin, Newton; Andrea McSwain, Decatur; I’Oshore May, Carthage; and Raenica Bryant, Meridian; (second row, from left) Brittany White, Carthage; Brittany Brown,
Meridian; Asa Evans, Newton; Ariel Portis, Meridian; Andreyla Holder, Jackson; Kierra Ealy, Morton; Tiffany Sims, Decatur; Shekeria Curry, Louisville; and Corsica Carter, Noxapater; and (third row, from left)
Keith Phillips, Carthage; T.J. Davis, Louisville; Chris Lyons, Philadelphia; Chris Thames, Decatur; Tom
Jackson, Louisville; Kiery Stribling, Philadelphia; and sponsor Brenda K. Johnson of Lawrence.

The Tom-Tom

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC President’s Council: The President’s Council at East Central Community College in Decatur
was established in 1985 to provide better communication between student organizations and the president’s office. Members of the prestigious group for 2011-12 and their respective home towns include
(seated from left) Courtney Mackey, Meridian; Raychal Reed (club president), Louisville; ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; Vice President for Student Services Dr. Randall E. Lee; DeMarcus Taylor (vice
president), Enterprise; and LaTia Peavy, Carthage; (second row, from left) Haley Chaney, Newton; Suzy
Lane, Philadelphia; Lauren Lurk, Newton; Sam Irby, Morton; Katelyn Jordan, Louisville; Whitney Stokes,
Philadelphia; Rachel Sharp, Sturgis; Haley Mitchell, Union; Megan Smith, Forest; and Christina Nollie,
Carthage; and (back row, from left) Antonio Nash, Carthage; Colton Hurst, Hickory; Dustin Cullen and
Nigel Allen, both of Carthage; Ben Reiss, Forest; Dalton Kelly, Lake; Lee Taylor, Forest; Alex Weir, Philadelphia; Nicole Bounds, Newton; and Jeremy Carson, Decatur. Rachel Alexander of Philadelphia serves
as secretary.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Campus Leaders: The 2011-2012 student government leaders at East Central Community College and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) Sophomore Class Treasurer Katie
Reeves, Newton County; Sophomore Class Secretary Hannah Clay, Lake; Student Body Association
(SBA) Vice President Alyse Webb, Noxapater; Sophomore Class President Whitney Stokes, Neshoba
Central; SBA Treasurer Raychal Reed, Winston Academy; and Sophomore Class Vice President Latia
Peavy, Carthage; (back row, from left) Freshman Class President Jeremy Carson, Newton County;
SBA Secretary Bailee Viverette, Union; SBA President Nicole Bounds, Newton County; Freshman Class
Secretary Kourtney Johnson, Union; Freshman Class Vice President Hannah Farmer, Newton County;
and Freshman Class Treasurer Chris Evans, Meridian. Director of Housing/Student Activities Marcie
Pinson serves as sponsor.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Warrior Corps: Members of the ECCC Warrior Corps for 2011-12 include (first row, from left) Brittany Parker, Decatur; LaJoya Griffin
and Danielle Irons, both of Philadelphia; Shelby Parkman, Raleigh; Holli Nutt, Morton; Amanda Barnett, Union; Hannah Clay, Lake; LaTia
Peavy, Carthage; Andrea McSwain, Decatur; Haley Dunavant, Newton; Erin Thornton, Decatur; and Breonka Simpson, Meridian; (second
row, from left) Jordan Clearman, Allison Perry and Kayleigh McCool, all of Philadelphia; Bailey Hartness, Louisville; Lauren Lurk, Newton;
Leighanne Wright, Little Rock; Sandy Alexander, Duffee; Loren Pullin. Union; Raychal Reed, Louisville; Jenny Holyfield, Little Rock; Alyse
Webb, Noxapater; and Shamiski Collier, Philadelphia; (third row, from left) Ben Reiss, Forest; Alex Stuart and Ouida Meruvia, both of Philadelphia; Brittany Burton, Louisville; Lindsey Gibbs, Morton; Haley Chaney, Newton; Claire Griffin, Decatur; Bailee Viverette, Union; Randall
Taylor, Macon; Kelsey Tadlock, Claire Tadlock and Katie Reeves, all of Decatur; Nicole Bounds, Newton; and Kourtney Johnson, Union; and
(back row, from left) Kirk Griffin, Decatur; Andrew Hanna, Union; Tyler Gilmore, Sebastopol; Kirby Keith, Decatur; Tyler Neal, Edinburg; Alex
Lee, Decatur; Blake Cochran, Hickory; Lucas Calvert, Louisville; Nathan Stone, Philadelphia; Tommy Russell, Louisville; William Meruvia,
Philadelphia; Antonio Nash, Carthage; and DeMarcus Taylor, Enterprise. The Warrior Corps is a select group of students who assist in
recruiting and serve as hosts and hostesses for various College events and activities. Student Services personnel Lanette Hanna and Romonica Evans serve as sponsors.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Cast for ECCC’s ‘Murder in the Heir!’:
Above are cast members for the ECCC
production of “Murder’s in the Heir!” by Billy
St. John Pictured are (first row, from left)
Tanner Fortenberry and Ashley Swearingen, both of Union; Dent Kelly, Lake; Sandy
Alexander, Duffy; Hunter Brooks, Mendenhall; Amy Gilbert, Lake; and (back row,
from left) George Bond, Brandon; Colton
Hurst, Hickory; Danielle Shelly, Sebastopol;
Donnell McDowell, Memphis; Chris Pittman, Forest; Clint Reynolds, Philadelphia;
Amanda Packer, Decatur; James Hanna,
Carthage; Lindsey Gibbs, Morton; and
Megan Dollar, Union. Not pictured is Sarah
Pierce, Carthage. Stacey Pollock serves as
director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Art Students Offer Christmas Prints: East Central Community College’s Student Art Association is once again offering
Christmas prints for sale as a fundraiser for the organization and a
designated charity. Prints are hand-colored, limited edition linocuts
designed by art students Magen Pierce of Newton and Megan Smith
of Forest and produced by art club members. Proceeds will support
the College’s art association and benefit Director of Bands Thomas
W. Carson with medical and other expenses related to his battle with
esophageal cancer. Each print will be signed, numbered, matted,
shrink-wrapped and ready to fit in a standard 11” x 14” frame. “They
make great small Christmas gifts and they are fast becoming a
Christmas tradition,” said art instructor Christopher Brady. Prints are
$15 each and can be purchased by sending a check to the ECCC
Student Art Association. For more information, contact Chris Brady,
601-635-6229.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Veteran’s Day Parade: Friday some of the Native American Club
members participated in the Veteran’s Day Parade in Choctaw.
They created and rode on a float. Pictures are attached. The members riding are Shaun Butler, Shawn Anderson, Ruben Cruz, Christon Shoemake, Betty Ben, Brianna Windham, and President Nigel
Allen.

ECCC Diamond Girls: Diamond Girls were recently announced at East Central Community College in Decatur. Members and their respective high schools include (front row, from left) Hannah Farmer, Newton County; Lauren Daniels, Neshoba Central; Jon Marie Baucum, Newton County; Holli Nutt, Morton; Alexa Graham, Winston Academy; Shamiski Collier, Neshoba Central; Marquitta Moore, Newton; and Claire
Griffin, Newton County; (second row, from left) Persiphiny Wingo, Morton; Alex Stuart, Neshoba Central; Brittany Burton, Winston Academy;
Allison Perry and Kayleigh McCool, both of Neshoba Central; Kourtney Johnson, Union; Meghan Johnson, Leake Academy; Emily Marler
and Kierra Ealy, both of Morton; and Hannah McCloud, Newton County; and (third row, from left) Courtney Mackey, West Lauderdale; Ouida
Meruvia, Neshoba Central; Raychal Reed, Winston Academy; Ally Loper, Leake Academy; Kendal Taylor, Central Academy; Alyse Webb,
Noxapater; and Haley Chaney, Newton County. Not pictured is Jordan Clearman, Neshoba Central. Assistant baseball coach Jack Edmonson serves as sponsor.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Concert Choir Presents Fall Program: East Central Community College’s Concert Choir is shown prior to the group’s annual fall
concert of sacred and secular holiday music held Thursday, November 17, 2011, at Clarke-Venable Baptist Church in Decatur. Members
and their respective hometowns include (first row, from left) accompanist Natalie Emmons; Heather Roebuck and Kimberly Joyner, both of
Little Rock; Whitney Myers and Polly Vaughn, both of Decatur; Hailey Dunavant, Newton; Audrey Cannon, Flowood; Jon’ Marie Baucum,
Decatur; Shawn Windham, Morton; Jacob King, Sebastopol; Tyler Yates, Decatur; Sarah LaBue, Conehatta; Andrea McSwain, Decatur;
Robin Coker, Hickory; Jessica Barnett, Forest; Ellen Gibbs, Newton; Tifany Sims, Decatur; Kierra Ealy, Morton; and director Vicki Blaylock;
(second row, from left) Katie Reeves, Decatur; Alex Weire, Philadelphia; Brittany Bobo, Union; Kelsie Mann, Hickory; Macy Seale, Philadelphia; Kirk Griffin, Union; Christopher Newman, Shuqualak; Matthew Dempsey, Louisville; James Parker, Puckett; Ryan Gillis, Decatur; Tom
Jackson, Louisville; Cayla Engle, Decatur; Layna Shackelford, Columbus; Lindsey Miller, Decatur; and Alyse Webb, Noxapater; (third row,
from left) Kelsey Tadlock, Decatur; Melissa Manues, Hickory; Kourtney Johnson, Union; Persephiney Wingo, Morton; Tyler Gilmore, Sebastopol; Jeremy Carson, Decatur; Jessie Armstrong, Collinsville; Daniel Kersgaard, Morton; Jason Mann, Newton; Troy Gregory, Little Rock;
Joshua Peoples, Carthage; Oshima McKee, Newton; Erin Thornton, Sebastopol; and Summer Richardson and Corie Skinner, both of Union;
and (back row, from left) Savannah Vance, Natchez, Courtney Mackey Meridian; Nickie Farmer, Hickory; Ashley Swearingen, Union; Lindsay Gibbs, Morton; Colton Hurst, Hickory; Drew Smith, Louisville; Austin Jay, Union; Kirby Keith, Decatur; Johnny Kight, Louisville; Hunter
Brooks, Puckett; Corey Jackson, Nanih Waiya; Bo Foster, Hickory; Tiffany Benson, Philadelphia; Sandy Alexander, Dufee; Ava Marie Adkins,
Union; Melody Mann, Hickory; and Claire Griffin, Decatur.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Astronomy Club: Astronomy Club members at East Central Community College include (first row, from left) Kristen Grace Nettles,
Forest; Whitney Stokes, Philadelphia; Amanda Williamson, Lake; James Cumberland, Sebastopol; Cameron Jolly, Edinburg; Dustin Cullen
and Ashley Moore, both of Carthage; Rachel Sharp, Sturgis; LaTia Peavy, Carthage; and sponsor Billy Miles, physics instructor; and (back
row, from left) sponsor George Alexander, biology instructor; D’ Arby Singleton, Ridgeland; Loren Pullin and Bailee Viverette, both of Union;
Lindsay Gibbs, Morton; Jacoquyn Rasco, Lake; Jarod Yarbrough, Forest; Shelby Powell, Collinsville; Christina Nollie, Carthage; and Brandon Fedrick, Philadelphia.

ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Inductees: East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor
society for two-year colleges, recently held fall induction ceremonies on the Decatur campus. New members include (front row,
from left) Ericia Blanton of Carthage, Eden McGee of Philadelphia
and Diane Foy of Newton; and (back row, from left) Anna Leach of
Sebastopol, Ivory Weldon of Raleigh, Lara Elliott of Nanih Waiya
and Blake Gordon of Philadelphia. Not pictured are Donald Babson,
Decatur; Austin Conn, Mize; Ashley Dickerson, Louisville; Cherry
Hardaway, Rose Hill; Andrew Harrison, Newton; Rosalia Hernandez
Chim of Forest; Aubrey Howell, Union; Chelsea McMillan, Lake; and
Christina Wallace, Carthage. The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa is to
promote scholarship, to develop character and to cultivate fellowship
among academically superior students. Membership is by invitation
only. To be eligible, students must have earned a 3.5 or better grade
point average as a full-time students and have an overall grade point
average of 3.5 or better. Curt Skipper and Amanda Walton serve as
advisers.

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP
…that Class
 Be aware of Refund dates. If you drop a class, you will still have
to pay for it!
 Dropping a class may affect your financial aid status for Pell
grants and student loans now and in future semesters. Ask a
Financial Aid Office employee to be sure!
 Dropping a class may affect scholarships, VA benefits, and other
aid programs. Be aware that in most cases you will lose money,
and you may lose the entire scholarship or benefits. Ask the VA
representative in the Admissions Office how dropping a class
will affect your VA funds. Ask someone in the Financial Aid
Office to be sure how dropping classes will affect you and your
scholarships or other aid programs!
 Dropping to less than full‐time status (12+ hours) may adversely
affect automobile or medical insurance coverage.
 Have you talked to your instructor about dropping the class? Ask
your instructor for advice!
 Is the class a prerequisite for another class you need? Will
dropping this class delay graduation or transfer plans? Ask your
advisor to be sure!
 Are you working too many hours? If so, is there another
solution? More work hours often leads to lower grades.
 If after careful consideration you decide to drop a course, please
complete the appropriate paperwork.
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EXTRAORDINARY STUDENT

Vaughn lets God lead her Path
BY CHERYL OWENS
NEWTON APPEAL

Life is just like a maze and I
am down here in the middle of
it looking at all the walls around
me trying to figure out how
does all this connect, what is
my purpose, which path am I
supposed to take?
East Central Community College Sophomore Polly Vaughn
says right now she doesn’t
know what plans God has for
her life and what paths to take
but she does know that being a
follower of Christ you are called
to go wherever He leads you.
For the past two years Polly
has been led to go on several
mission trips, some with her
church, Clarke Venable Baptist,
and several with the Baptist
Student Union at ECCC. At
ECCC, she has been involved in
soccer, choir, Accents,
been in two musicals, “High
School Musical” and “All Shook
Up” and a member of Phi Thetta
Kappa, but says her heart has
always been with the BSU.
“The BSU has been a part of
my life since I was about four
years old because my dad, Scott
Vaughn, has been the director there for the past 17 years,”
said Polly. “My siblings and I
knew who the BSU people were
because some of them would
even babysit us, so when I came
to ECCC I was really interested
in being a part of the BSU.”
Polly said she really loves
to sing and being in the BSU
gave her the opportunity to
be in the Praise Band and after
her freshman year she felt God
calling her towards music, so
she changed her major to voice
saying she feels closest to God
when she sings.
“My sophomore year I was
selected the vocal leader for the
Praise Band and this year I am
on the drama team,” said Polly. “I
am also on the the council team
and was re-elected this year to
the missions spot, where my
job is to promote missions to
the students.”
Polly says her mom, Lisa, was
instrumental in her singing by
herself at the early age of seven.
“I did musicals in the church,
children and adult choirs. I just
grew up doing that,” Polly said.
“Once I hit about twelve it
wasn’t mom making me sing
by myself, I wanted to because I
love to sing for Jesus.”
Polly says anything to do
with music she has been involved in except the marching
band.
“I wanted to do the Collegians but I didn’t get to because
they practice on Monday nights
and that’s when BSU meets,”
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said Polly. “I am more interested
in the BSU and that’s what
helped me make that decision,
plus Dad’s here.”
Polly said her first mission
trip was with her church in the
summer of 2006 after Katrina
hit to help clean up.
“My first mission trip with
the BSU was my freshman year
when we went to Rochester,
New York,” Polly said. “The BSU
does a mission trip every spring
break to another state for a
week and I signed up to go.
It was the first time I had ever
flown to do missions somewhere and this year we drove to
Garner, Kansas.
”Usually when we go on a
mission trip we are connected
with a church and do what the
church vhas planned for us to
do,” said Polly.
“We do anything from baking, cleaning, street evangelism
or surveys door to door,” said
Polly. “I also went on a missions
trip with International World
Changers with my youth and
college minister at CV, Shaun
Selman, about eight students
and four adults to Johannesberg, South Africa. We connected with a church there and did
most of our work in Soweto, a
poor section outside of Johannesberg.”
Polly says the children would

come by the hundreds to play
soccer or to hear stories.
“This is the kind of place
where you would see the
same kids wearing one layer of
clothes and wearing the same
ones the next day, it was winter
there and very cold,” said Polly.
“My friend told me about one
little boy who said he couldn’t
play soccer because his tummy
hurt, she asked him why and
he said he was hungry. Something like that really hits you
because we had a sack lunch
but couldn’t give it to just one
because others would want it.
When you start to eat
your sandwich you don’t want
it anymore, it changes you and
makes you really thankful for
what you have.”
Polly says after that that
trip she knew she wanted to
do 2011 summer missions
and started looking into that
process and the two places that
caught her attention was Peru
and Australia.
“These were the places I put
on my preferences list, I knew
Peru was allowed to hear the
gospel now but I had never
heard of missions in Australia,”
Polly said. “I didn’t know what
to put as my first choice and I
had been praying about it and
one day I walked into my 8
(a.m.) music theory

class and one of my friends, Jason Mann, had a jacket on with
Australia written across the
front of it. He had recently been
so I took that as a sign from
God that was where I needed
to go.”
Polly went this past summer with 13 students overseas
to Australia for two and half
months and four of them were
from Mississippi, she said.
“Our biggest mission there
was to build relationships with
the youth and young people
from Cleveland Baptist Church
that we partnered with,” said
Polly. “I thought wow I can do
that, it is perfect for me. They
are social and do something
every night, I even got to help
with the band and lead worship in church a few times. God
showed me on this trip even
though I didn’t see anyone
come to Christ, God may have
used me in one conversation
and planted a seed.”
Polly says God sees the big
picture and has a specific purpose for everywhere he leads
her and next she says he is leading her on a mission trip to the
northeast part of East Asia.
“The biggest thing for this
trip was financially, since it
was $3,000,” said Polly. “I wasn’t
going to ask my parents and I
knew if God wanted me to go

he would provide financially.
God provided with my trip to
Australia and he will provide for
this one.”
Polly said she had to make
four payments of $600.00 and
the last payment was due and
she didn’t have the money until
the day after it was due.
“I started to question God
because he said he would
provide so I just had to trust
him but I only had $100 sitting
in my little jar at home” Polly
said. “Actually I think God has a
sense of humor because anyone in Decatur will tell you I am
notorious for being late. Sure
enough the
next day a church sent me a
$1,000 check so now I am ready
to go.”
Polly says she and two other
friends, Ashley Barnett from
Union and Megan Edwards
from Louisville, will be going
with her on this trip. They will
leave on December 15 and
return on January 2.
“Our mission over there is
to hang out with university
students,” said Polly. “We will be
hosting Christmas parties and
doing dramas. It is a communist
country, but we can witness to
them in a casual conversation
and share what we believe.
“Christmas is kind of a
window to us, so if they ask us

why is Christmas a big deal to
us then that is our window to
witness.”
When asked who has influenced her life the most and
molded her into the person
she is today, Polly said it would
have to be her parents.
“I was raised differently than
most kids because I was home
schooled until I was in the 7th
grade and had different rules,”
said Polly. “I wanted to play
sports so I then started school
at Newton County, then my
siblings Jesse, Caleb and Olivia
came here later. I’m not disappointed that my parents had
the rules they did and one was I
couldn’t date until I was 18.”
Polly says that rule didn’t click
with her until she attended a
True Love Waits Conference at
the age of 15.
“They raised me to believe
that God has you on this earth
for a special reason,” said Polly.
“If I have a problem they will
listen and pray with me, I love
the fact I can go to them about
anything. Some kids don’t do
that, but I know I can. I have
always admired that everything
is Christ centered because I am
a follower of Christ and I love
Jesus.”
As for future plans, Polly
says she plans to attend Union
University close to Jackson, Tennessee, where her moms family
lives, after graduating.
“I visited the campus and fell
in love with the Christian environment there. It is all Christ
centered,” said Polly. “Where I
go and what I do after there, I
don’t know. That is God’s call,
but I love music and would love
to be a show choir director if I
had to teach.”
Polly says if she could share
one thing with youth her age it
would be to not just go through
this life and try to live the
American dream because that
is never going to be enough, it
will not make you happy.
“God has a specific purpose
for everyone of you, and it’s
your choice weather or not to
accept that purpose,” Polly said.
“If you claim to be a follower of
Christ, are you letting him use
you?
“Accepting Christ is easy,
following him is not, but it is
worth it.”
“God has told me he has a lot
of plans for me and is going to
take me many places. Will I go?
My answer has always been yes,
wherever you send me I will go,”
Polly said. “For me I am a follower of God so therefore I have
to go. One of the biggest ways
to show God you love him is in
obedience to him.”

Goodson Scholarship Established at ECCC
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

The Clyde B. and Flossie H. Goodson
Scholarship was recently established at
East Central Community College.
Funding for the annual award is
provided from the estate of Jane M.
Goodson.

Scholarship recipients will be selected by the College’s Scholarship
Committee from applicants who are
full-time students at ECCC with plans to
pursue degrees in forestry or horticulture.
Graduates of high schools in ECCC’s
five-county district (Leake, Neshoba,

Newton, Scott and Winston counties)
will be given first consideration for the
scholarship award; however, students
from other areas may also apply and be
given consideration.
For more information, contact ECCC
Student Services, 601-635-6205 or email rlee@eccc.edu.

ECCC Alumni Association Provides New Scholarship
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Wyatt Presented Automotive Manufacturers Scholarship: Robert
Wyatt (right) of Decatur is a recipient of the Mississippi Automotive
Manufacturers Scholarship, which provides educational expenses
for full-time students enrolled in engineering or automotive-related
programs at East Central Community College in Decatur. Wyatt, a
freshman, is a product of Newton County High School. He is shown
receiving the scholarship from Dr. Randall E. Lee, vice president for
student services.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

A new scholarship will be
available to deserving East
Central Community College
sophomores thanks to members of the College’s Alumni
Association.

The ECCC Alumni Association Lifetime Membership
Endowed Scholarship was
established in 2010 by the
Association’s Board of Directors and was endowed
in 2011 from contributions
from active Alumni Associa-

tion members.
The scholarship will be
awarded annually to a
returning ECCC sophomore
student who earned at least
a 2.5 grade point average as
a freshman.
Recipients will be selected

by the College’s Scholarship
Committee.
For more information, contact ECCC Student Services,
601-635-6205 or e-mail rlee@
eccc.edu.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Rural Physicians Scholarship Program Representative Visits ECCC: Executive Director of the Mississippi Rural Physicians
Scholarship Program (MRPSP) Janie Guice (left) held a seminar
for prospective program applicants who are considering a career
in medicine on October 27 on the Decatur campus of East Central
Community College. MRPSP was formed in 2007 by the Mississippi
Legislature in an effort to increase the number of primary care physicians in rural or medically underserved areas of Mississippi. Guice
informed ECCC students of opportunities available through MRPSP,
including information on the program’s newly developed direct entry
process, scholarships, MCAT preparation and hands-on training
through the University of Mississippi Medical Center. For more information about MRPSP, visit http://mrpsp.umc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Veterans’ Day Speaker: Dr. Randall E. Lee, vice president
for student services at East Central Community College, was guest
speaker at a Veterans’ Day luncheon/program held Friday, Nov. 11 in
the McGee Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. Lee, a Lt. Col. in the U.S. Army, spoke of his 33 years
of military service and expressed appreciation to all who serve the
United States of America. Lee joined the Army at age 17, following
in the footsteps of his father (Gene Lee), a retired Marine Gunnery
Sgt. and veteran of the Vietnam Conflict. Lee said he was grateful
“that the military has been one of my greatest educators and has
prepared me for life’s difficulties.” Lee stated his military experience – although extensive – does not compare “to the horrors of war
that many of our veterans who were lucky to come home may have
faced; and to those who lost loved ones in war have faced…to those
in these categories, I salute you...and thank you for your sacrifices.”
Lee concluded his remarks urging everyone “to stop and reflect on
the sacrifices that so many gave….so that we may live in a great,
free country as we do today.” Also pictured is ECCC Vice President
for Instruction Dr. Lavinia Sparkman.
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Neshoba Students Receive ‘Free Enterprise’ Info from ECCC: These students in Lisa Greenwood’s 6th period computer class at Neshoba Central High School recently participated in a “Free Enterprise” project sponsored by East Central Community College’s Theta Chi
Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda, an organization for business students. The PBL members presented information on owning and operating a
business to class members who used the information to create an idea for a new business. The Neshoba Central students were divided
into groups and challenged to design advertisements for their “new” business, which included a Mexican restaurant, yogurt shop, holiday
store, deli and a sports store. Pictured are (seated from left) Morgan Warren, Samantha Mosley, Katherine Woods and Krystal Martin, and
(standing from left) PBL member Chelsea Gilmer of Philadelphia, Matt Beckham, Miles Henry, Will Stokes, Jeremy Hudson, Anthony Tucker,
Desmond Lewis and PBL member Hannah Harrison of Philadelphia.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Neshoba Students Participate in ECCC Project: These students in Lisa Greenwood’s 5th period computer class at Neshoba Central High
School recently participated in a “Free Enterprise” project sponsored by East Central Community College’s Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta
Lambda, an organization for business students. The PBL members presented information on owning and operating a business to class
members who used the information to create an idea for a new business. The Neshoba Central students were divided into groups and challenged to design advertisements for their “new” business, which included a Mexican restaurant, yogurt shop, holiday store, deli and a sports
store. Pictured are (seated from left) Nekedra Spight, Presli Stokes, Christi Patrick, Anna Vowell, Dominique Hudson and Emily Bishop, and
(standing from left) PBL member Chelsea Gilmer of Philadelphia, Jesse James, Josh More, Clint Harrison, C.J. Grantham, Andrew Savell,
Duston Call, Austin Doyle, Malaysia Worley, Adrian Belk and PBL member Hannah Harrison of Philadelphia.

Pam Harris Memorial
Scholarship Established
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
A scholarship in memory of
Pam Reeves Harris was recently
established at East Central
Community College.
Harris was an educator for
28 years in the Newton County
School District when she lost
her battle with cancer in June
2008.
A Newton County native,
Harris began her teaching
career in 1978 at Hickory High
School but spent most of her
career at Decatur High School
as a special education instructor. Her passion was “to help
children achieve success and
happiness in all that they attempted.” Her dedication and
love for her students and coworkers “were obvious to those
who knew her.”
A graduate of Decatur High
School, she attended ECCC for
one year before transferring
to Mississippi State University,
where she received a bachelor’s
degree in special education in
1979.
She was married to Chris
Harris for 30 years when she
lost her battle with cancer in
June 2005.They had three children, Kelli, Krissi and Cole.
The Pam Harris Memorial
Scholarship – when endowed
- will be awarded by her imme-

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Homecoming Honorees: Receiving special recognition at East Central Community College’s 2011 Homecoming celebration held
Saturday, Oct. 8, were (from left) Dr. Frank Bowen, Sr. (Class of 1941) of Carthage, Alumnus of the Year; Dr. Nicole Flint Harrison (Class of
1992) of Union, Alumna of the Year; and new Athletic Hall of Fame members, Morton native James E. “Jimmy” Fisackerly (Class of 1958)
of New Orleans and Harmon Kenneth Dunagin (Class of 1958) of Decatur. Copper etchings of each honoree are also shown and will be
permanently displayed in the College’s Memorabilia Room located in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. The awards presentation was made at the
annual Alumni Luncheon held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria.

HARRIS

diate family during the annual
ECCC/ AT&T Scholarship Awards
Luncheon held during the summer.
Recipients will be selected
by the College’s Scholarship
Committee from applicants
who meet the following criteria:
(1) Newton County High School
graduate; (2) education major
attending ECCC; (3) minimum
2.5 GPA upon entering ECCC; (4)
strong leadership qualities; (5)
full-time ECCC student; (6) completed application form: and (6)
demonstrate financial need.
For more information or to
make a contribution to the Pam
Reeves Harris Memorial Scholarship, contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director
of foundation and alumni relations, 601-635-6327 or e-mail
sholling@eccc.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Neshoba Officials Provide Ambulance for ECCC’s EMT Program: East Central Community College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (fourth
from left) accepts keys to a late model ambulance from Lonnie Graeber, CEO of Neshoba County General Hospital, during a ceremony held
Oct. 21, 2011, on hospital grounds. The Neshoba County Board of Supervisors along with Neshoba County General and the Emergency
Medical Services Department (EMS) unanimously agreed to donate the 2001 emergency vehicle to ECCC’s Emergency Medical Technology- Paramedic program. The ambulance will be used in defensive driving training and serve as a simulation unit for students to perform
treatments during life-threatening health situations as well as accidents/trauma situations. From left are Dale Joyner, director of emergency
medical services at Neshoba County General Hospital; ECCC officials Katrina Bryant Rushford, EMT-Paramedic program director/instructor,
Dr. Betsy Mann, dean of healthcare education, and Dr. Sutphin; CEO Graeber; and Neshoba County supervisors Harold Reynolds (District
3), Kevin Cumberland (District 2), Obie Riley (District 5) and Keith Lillis (District 1). Not pictured is District 4 Supervisor Marty Sistrunk. “We
have been very pleased with the highly qualified EMS students who come to work for us straight out of this program,” said Joyner. “There is
no doubt that East Central will be able to enhance the level of training even further with the use of an actual simulation unit similar to what is
used in the field.” Dr. Sutphin said ECCC “is proud of the success” of the EMT program. “The program continues to provide well-trained personnel to serve as first responders in emergency situations. This donation will enhance the quality of our program and the eventual service
of our graduates to Philadelphia and Neshoba County. We rely on and are grateful to the support ECCC receives from Neshoba County.”
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SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Brown Bottling Contributes to ECCC Athletics: Mark Kennedy
(center), general sales manager of Brown Bottling Group, Inc., in
Meridian, presents a $10,000 check to East Central Community College President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin during a recent visit to the Decatur
campus. The annual contribution is designated for Warrior athletics
and represents the ongoing partnership between Brown Bottling and
ECCC. At left is Rodney Stephens, sales and service manage at
Brown Bottling, manufacturers of Pepsi Cola.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Reed, Taylor Selected ECCC Pageant Winners: Raychal Reed (sixth from left) of Louisville and DeMarcus Taylor (fifth from left) of Enterprise were crowned Most Beautiful and Most Handsome, respectively, at East Central Community College Tuesday, Oct. 25, following pageant activities held on the Decatur campus. Those selected beauties and beaus included (from left) Brittany Burton of Louisville and Colby
McLain of Philadelphia; LaTia Peavy of Carthage and Lucas Calvert of Louisville; Taylor, Reed, Taylor Lynch of Morton and Nathan Stone of
Philadelphia; Lindsey Miller of Decatur and Justin Snow of Stallo.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

ECCC Beauties: These young ladies were selected Beauties at East Central Community College Tuesday, Oct. 25, following pageant activities held on the Decatur campus. From left are Brittany Burton of
Louisville, LaTia Peavy of Carthage, Raychal Reed (Most Beautiful) of Louisville, Taylor Lynch of Morton,
and Lindsey Miller of Decatur.

ECCC Top Ten Beauties: These young ladies were selected Top Ten Beauties at East Central Community College Tuesday, Oct. 25, following pageant activities held on the Decatur campus. From left
are Katelyn Jordan and Brittany Burton, both of Louisville, Danielle Pierce of Union, LaTia Peavy of
Carthage, Kayleigh McCool of Philadelphia and Raychal Reed (Most Beautiful) of Louisville; Amanda
Barnett of Union, Taylor Lynch of Morton, Kourtney Johnson of Union, and Lindsey Miller of Decatur.

EXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS

Princesses Can Be Found on ECCC Campus
By BRIANNA WINDHAM
Staff Writer

Have you ever stopped
and wondered what types of
students were around you here
on campus and what they have
experienced? There are people
of all ethnicity and traditions
walking around here. They
are just like you whether they
stay on campus, commute or
even if they are a different race.
This semester I have had the
opportunity to talk to different people and have gotten
to know some. Upon crossing
paths with several students,
there have been two students
that have caught my interest
in their experiences. What was
their experience? Having the
opportunity to be the 20102011 Choctaw Indian Princess
and 2011-2012 Choctaw Indian
Princess first alternate.
The Choctaw Indian Princess pageant is held the first
night of the Choctaw Indian
Fair, which starts the second
Wednesday of July every year.
In the pageant, there could
be anywhere from nine to 20
young ladies, ranging from
the ages 16-20, competing
for the title. These girls are
then judged in four categories
including: talent, formal wear,
traditional wear and interview.
The crown is important to the
tribe. Being princess means
everything to the girls. From
all the hard-work and dedication put into becoming the
ambassador, you fall in love
with it. It is a great honor to be
the ambassador, to be able to

VAUGHN

represent the entire tribe, to be
able to stand firm and say “I am
the princess of my tribe!” Being the princess is not only an
honor, but a privilege a young
lady carries with respect.
Preparing for crowning day
can be a hassle. The absolute
first thing you have to do is
find a sponsor before you can
participate in the pageant.
Getting an interview is an easy
task, but getting a sponsor is
much harder then some people
think. They are not only trying
to prove to the sponsor judges
that she was meant to be their
contestant, but she is competing with other girls for a sponsor. The young ladies also have
to have self confidence, knowledge in the Choctaw history,
culture, tradition and most of
all is be theirself.
The whole process of the
pageant is nerve racking.
The contestants must always

remember to be herself, hold
their head up and keep God on
her side. The 2010-2011 Princess Miss Mahlih Vaughn is a
great example. Mahlih, age 20,
is a 2010 graduate of Choctaw
Central High School. Her school
goals are to be a member of
the ECCC Color Guard and to
graduate from EC with an associates degree in nursing. Mahlih
is a very outgoing person, she
loves to laugh be crazy and
overall be herself. She is very
confident in what she does. She
will also complete anything she
starts. In Mahlih’s spare time
she enjoys working on traditional bead work, hanging out
with friends and having fun at
whatever she does.
When asked what it felt like
the moment she heard she
was the next Choctaw Indian
Princess, her answer was “I
was shocked. I can say I was
not expecting it. My mouth

ANDERSON

literally dropped to the floor! I
didn’t know if I should smile or
cry (I did both) I was so happy
because ever since I was a little
girl, being Choctaw Princess
was a goal for myself and the
feeling of accomplishing it
was well worth the long years I
had to wait to compete. Doing this in front of my family
and friends made it that much
more meaningful.” Mahlih had
several duties, such as serving
as ambassador for her tribe and
to teach other tribes or non-Native Americans about her tribe’s
traditions, culture and heritage.
Another of Mahlih’s duties was
to judge other Native American
tribes’ princess pageants. Along
Mahlih’s trips she never seem
to have met a stranger; she
became a friend to all. Before
leaving, I asked her what it was
like when she had to give up
her reign.
“When I gave up my title it

was very bittersweet, but what
made it better for me was I got
to keep my crown! However, I
knew the young lady selected
to be the next ambassador
would do an amazing job! I just
would’ve hated to be one of
the judges because ALL of the
girls had the qualities to be the
Choctaw Princess,” Mahlih said.
Also, Sahinna Anderson, age
19, plays a big role in the princess pageant as well. She serves
as the 2011-2012 Choctaw
Indian Princess 1st alternate.
Her job is almost as important
as the princess’ job. Sahinna is
a 2011 graduate of Choctaw
Central High School. She enjoys
going to church, spending time
with family and friends, playing basketball, loves dancing
and loves making beadwork
(earrings mostly). She is currently a freshman here and is
planning to major in pre-law. I
asked what her duties were and

she responded, “My duties are
mainly attending events if the
princess is unable to attend.”
Sahinna also says “My
experience as a first alternate
is wonderful! I enjoy going
to new places, meeting new
people, sharing with and teaching those that are really interested in learning more about
my culture… it is just great to
know how much they love my
culture.”
Talking to her and being
around her really showed me
her positive attitude and outlook on things. At the end of
our conversation, I asked her if
her older sister Tia, 2008-2009
Choctaw Indian Princess, was
the one that encouraged her
to run for princess. She told
me “Yes, it was my sister that
encouraged me to run because
she was always my role model;
she never doubted me or
anything. I knew she had faith
in me!” I also asked Sahinna if
she planned on running again
for the crown and she replied “I
believe I do have that opportunity to run again, but I plan to
continue to put my education
first.”
Many students may not
know Mahlih or Sahinna or
their experiences but nobody
is required to know anyone.
Talking to these two ladies
showed me that all it takes is to
BE YOURSELF! So I encourage
each one of you to pay close
attention to the people around
you and ask yourself “I wonder
how far they have walked in
those shoes and what they
have experienced.”
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Brady Presented ECCC
Humanities Program
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Art instructor Christopher
Brady is East Central Community College’s 2011 recipient
of the Mississippi Humanities
Council Teacher Award, announced ECCC President Dr.
Phil A. Sutphin.
In recognition of the honor,
Brady presented a special
program, “Amazed and Amused
Discussion of Art and Life,” at
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 3 in the
Vickers Fine Arts Center auditorium. The public was invited.
Dr. Sutphin served as master
of ceremonies for the annual
event.
Brady said his presentation
focused on his art and teaching.
The title reflects the two defining features of his work and
how he seeks to maintain and
showcase his “sense of wonderment and humor.”
He also showed selected
slides and discuss the stories,
influences and struggles that
influence the process of his art
making.
Brady joined the ECCC
faculty in August 2008 after
previously serving as an adjunct instructor of art at Hinds
Community College in Ray-

mond and Belhaven University
in Jackson.
In addition to his teaching
duties on the Decatur campus,
Brady serves as sponsor of the
ECCC Student Art Association.
Brady received a bachelor’s
degree from Mississippi College, where he served as editor
of the Arrowhead and president
of Sigma Tau Delta. He earned
both a master’s degree in art
education and a master’s in
fine arts with an emphasis in
printmaking from the University of Mississippi. While at Ole
Miss, he received a graduate assistantship and honor’s fellowship. He was also presented the
Graduate Student Achievement
Award in Art and was named
Outstanding Art Student of the
Year.
In addition to his academic
achievements, Brady has
displayed his artwork through
various venues. He has held
14 one-person shows, and his
work has been selected into
dozens of regional and national
juried exhibitions, where he
was awarded numerous Best of
Show and purchase awards.
His 280-foot long print was
featured in the 2009 Guinness
Book of World Records as the

BRADY

world’s longest woodblock
print. He is sought after for
commissions and his work
hangs in public, corporate and
private collections around Mississippi and the South.
Brady and his wife, LeAnne,
reside in Ridgeland.
ECCC’s Theta Xi Chapter
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for
two-year colleges, will host
a reception in the Fine Arts
Center lobby following Brady’s
presentation.
The special recognition was
made possible through a grant
from the Mississippi Humanities
Council.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Welcome reception for Dr. Steven Brown: Pictured from left to right, Cindy Brown, Dr. Steve Brown,
Scott Elliott and Phil Sutphin. Dr. Scott Elliott, president of Meridian Community College and Dr. Phil
Sutphin, president of East Central Community College joined other community leaders at a reception
Thursday morning in Kahlmus Auditorium at MSU-Meridian to welcome Dr. Steve Brown and his wife
Cindy to Meridian. Dr. Brown assumed the position of dean and associate vice president of MSU-Meridian, October 1.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Community College Award Recipient; Dr. Joe Sertich (center) of Minnesota is the 2011 recipient of
the George Autry Award, presented by the Rural Community College Alliance. Dr. Sertich displays an
original artwork received for the honor, given for lifetime achievement in furthering the work of the nation’s rural community colleges. Also pictured are RCCA president Dr. Randy Smith (left) of Oklahoma,
and East Central Community College president Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, who serves as RCCA Board Chairman.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Military Veterans Honored: East Central Community College staff members and students
received special recognition for their military service during a Veterans’ Day luncheon and program held
Friday, Nov. 11 in the McGee Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Honorees included (seated from
left) students Jemeris Payton of Walnut Grove, Bradley Hankins of Forest, Royce Beckham of Decatur,
Mitch Shoemake of Little Rock, Tausha Evans of Philadelphia, Derricas Martin of Forest and Dwayne Arrington of Decatur; and (standing from left) staff members Fredrick Lyons, carpentry instructor; Randall
E. Lee, vice president for student services; Bill Norcross, automotive mechanics instructor, Philadelphia/
Neshoba County Career-Technical Center, a division of ECCC; Corey Johnson, information technology technical specialist; Billy Miles, physics instructor; and R.T. Purvis, information technology technical
specialist. Also pictured is Decatur Mayor Randy Rushing, recently elected to the Mississippi House of
Representatives from District 78. Lee, a Lt. Col. in the U.S. Army, served as guest speaker. Also participating in the program were Lyons, retired SFC in the Mississippi Army National Guard; ECCC President
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; Natalie Emmons, keyboard instructor; and students Rob Parker of Pulaski, who sang
the national anthem; and Phi Beta Lambda members Tyeshia Meeks of Decatur and Dorothy Chapman
of Lake, who led in the Pledge of Allegiance. PBL, an organization for business students, served as a
sponsor of the Veterans’ Day program.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Lanier Rejoins ECCC Board of Trustees: Dr. Danny Lanier (center) of Little Rock was recently reappointed to the East Central Community College Board of Trustees. Dr. Lanier, shown with interim Board
Chairman Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth (left) of Lake and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin following the
October 2011 meeting in Decatur, previously served on the ECCC Board from 1999-2006. Dr. Lanier
serves as Senior Pastor of Northcrest Baptist Church in Meridian, a position he has held since January 2009. He spent the previous 25 years in vocational evangelism. Dr. Lanier began his Evangelistic
ministry in 1984 and has preached more than 1,100 revival meetings and crusades across America.
Along with his work in the ministry, Dr. Lanier has recorded 15 Southern Gospel tapes and six compact
discs. A graduate of Clarke College in Newton, he attended Mississippi College and the Southern Baptist
School for Biblical Studies in Jacksonville, Fla., and Covington Theological Seminary in Rossville, Ga.,
graduating with a Doctor of Ministry degree. In 2001, he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from
The Southern Baptist School for Biblical Studies. He is married to the former Janet Denise Lyle and they
have two sons, Justin and Micah.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Planning ECCC’s ‘First Year Experience’ Program: These East Central Community College faculty
and staff members are part of the College’s Quality Enhancement Plan team (QEP), which has been
busily making plans for the College’s new “First Year Experience” program, a special effort to assist
freshmen in their transition to college life. The Warrior Path to Success - the slogan for the FYE class –
is designed to help students gain valuable techniques for a successful career. Offered online only, the
one-hour credit course begins in the fall 2012 semester and will be required for all first-time, fulltime first
semester students. Team members and their respective areas include (seated from left) Robin Fulton, math instructor; Amanda Walton, career-technical counselor; Dr. Lisa McMillin, computer science
instructor; Judith Hurtt, business technology instructor; and Susan Fox-Smith, psychology instructor;
(second row, from left) Mary Boulton, First Year Experience/Student Success Center director; Regena
Boykin, assistant director for technology management; Melanie Pinter, practical nursing instructor; Misty
Smith, English instructor; Roger Whitlock, dean of workforce education and development center; Carole
Shackelford, QEP Chairman/English instructor; James Miller, dean of students; and Chris Brady, art
instructor; and (back row, from left) Wayne Eason, director of workforce education; Dr. Chris Jenkins,
dean of e-learning education; Randall E. Lee, vice president for student services; Maurice Bowie, men’s
head basketball coach; Sharon LeJeune, biology instructor; Jason Armstrong, English instructor; and
Elizabeth Hebert, librarian I. The committee includes additional faculty and staff members and several
students.
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Thoughts on life, career with Misti Smith
By ADDREONNA SEGER
Staff Writer
Addreonna Seger: Good
morning. I’m going to just
jump right into this. You’re an
English teacher, but everyone
speaks in “text speak,” how do
you deal with that?
Misty Smith: A massive
amount of point deduction.
(Laughs) No, you just kind of
have to set up to begin with
that academic English is a little
bit different from everyday
speaking. That’s one of the issues that a lot of people have is
that they’ve been taught in the
past that the way they speak
is totally wrong. The way they
speak isn’t totally wrong, it just
has to be adapted a little in an
academic setting.
AS: Well, you do have to
admit; English is a strange
language. We have hamburgers that contain absolutely no
ham.
Smith: True…
AS: Was English always your
favorite subject and is teaching
what you’ve always wanted to
pursue?
Smith: Yeah, I think at one
point in time I wanted to be in
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I can’t even remember
where that came from but…
yeah, since I was in about the
fourth or fifth grade I kind of
wanted to be a writer.
AS: Could that be because
you wanted to deal with
insane, genius cannibals? Did
Silence of the Lambs influence
that FBI decision at all?Smith:
Yeah.
AS: Sorry, I’m a teenager,
everything has some sort of
media backing to it. Speaking
of which, what happened to

MTV?
Smith: MTV’s still there,
they’ve got like 50 channels
now.
AS: Yes, but they don’t play
music anymore, which, I think,
kind of kills the whole “music”
part of Music Television.
Smith: There is still music
very late at night. You have
Headbanger’s Ball
AS: What’s better in a student; elaborate, outlandish
students or complete teacher’s
pets?
Smith: Um…really outlandish ones that try to be teacher’s
pet.
AS: I’m confused now. I don’t
know what to do with my life
anymore!
Smith: (Laughs)
AS: So what are some of
your favorite books and movies?
Smith: Well, of course,
William Faulkner, for books.
Movies, I like older movies from
the 40s and 50s, but I already
have five advanced tickets for
Breaking Dawn Pt. 1, and I’ve
read the whole series a couple
of times.
AS: Harry Potter or Narnia
and Star Wars or Lord of the
Rings?
Smith: It’s Harry Potter and
The Lord of the Rings. Period.
AS: Okay, well you still have
half of my respect for that.
Narnia is far superior. What was
your favorite book when you
were a child?
Smith: (Laughs). . .”It” by
Stephen King.
AS: Would you ever eat
Green Eggs and Ham?
Smith: I would, if it were
a matter of art rather than
neglect.
AS: So, you obviously have

SMITH

a career, so what is something
else you’d like to achieve in
your lifetime?
Smith: (Picks up dead Cactus) I bought this Redheaded
Irishman Cactus from Wal-Mart,
trying to save it, and I’m still
trying to revive it, but it’s just
this dead little prickly lump
and I would really like to bring
this back to life.
AS: So what you’re saying
is…you’d like a green thumb?
Smith: Yeah. . .
AS: Okay, since you seem to
be such a humanitarian, tell me
your viewpoints on America.
Smith: Wow. That question came out of absolutely
nowhere. I think that we’re
not quite as bad off as everybody says. I mean, there’s a lot
of rhetoric out there where

everyone is trying to convince
everyone else that if you vote
for the other side, there’s going
to be an apocalypse. However,
the fact of the matter is, we’re a
little stronger than that. We’ve
made it through some tough
times.
AS: What’s the best advice
you’ve ever received?
Smith: Never trust spell
check.
AS: What’s the best advice
you could give to your students?
Smith:. . .Never trust spell
check.
AS: So, a bit off canter
again…coffee or tea?
Smith: Coffee. There is no
inappropriate time for it.
AS: Southern Miss or MSU?
Smith: No comment.

AS: Seriously? Southern Miss
is clearly superior.
Smith: It’s a good school.
They have a great English
program and there are tons of
hippies.
AS: What is one of your
favorite quotes?
Smith: “I don’t know what
WWIII will be fought with, but
WWIV will be fought with sticks
and stones.” –Albert Einstein
AS: What is one thing you’d
like to leave with your students
after they make it through your
class and go on about their
lives?
Smith: That even a nonEnglish major can find use for
English courses.
AS: What is the big deal with
MLA and why do they keep
changing it?
Smith: Okay, make sure that
“they” is capitalized. (Laughs)
No, um, I guess when you get
to the head of the Modern Language Association, you tend to
be advanced in years because
it’s a very prestigious position. So, basically the people
who are heading the MLA and
making the decisions now are
about thirty or forty years older
than those who are actually
taking the class. So, their mode
of speaking tends to be a little
bit different also. Basically, MLA
is constantly running two or
three decades behind “modern
language,” but we’re making
some progress; we’re allowing
contractions now.
AS: If you could have any
animal in the world, what kind
would it be?
Smith: Cats.
AS: Any kind of cat?
Smith: House cats, my cats.
AS: So, what about your
cats. Tell me about your cats.

Smith: Which one? I have
two now.
AS: Oh you upgraded in
cats! Congratulations!
Smith: Yeah, Kitty Wu and
she has abnormal front feet
and then Maruchan con Chile,
which is my new cat. I found
him underneath the pavilion
beside the lunchroom.
AS: You stole a cat from the
school?
Smith: Well, kind of. It’s not
quite the same as taking, you
know…office supplies.
AS: Yes, but with you stealing the resident cats and all,
the school will be infested with
rats.
Smith: I don’t think we have
to worry about rats. Skunks on
the other hand…that’s an entirely different story. There’s a
whole family of skunks around
campus. They’ve been around
here for a little more than six
years. They live over by the
band hall.
AS: Are there any specific
teachers in your department
that you look up to?
Smith: The entire department is great. We have a really
great English department. My
personal hero though, would
have to be Carol Shackelford.
AS: What’s the most recent
book you’ve read?
Smith: The Mansion by
William Faulkner, for the third
time. (laughs)
AS: Is there anything you’d
like everyone to know?
Smith: I would like everyone
to know how much I appreciate your good deed of interviewing me here today.
AS: Anything else?
Smith: Lather, Rinse, Repeat.
Best metaphor for life.

EXTRAORDINARY STAFF

Boulton Works to Help Students to Achieve
By KAMERON BOULTON
Staff Writer

What is your job at ECCC? I
am the coordinator for the Success Center and Testing Center.
How long have you been
at ECCC? I have been at ECCC
for 13 years. I began my career
at ECCC in the Gerontology
Program. After the program was
discontinued, I taught sociology
and social work classes. Six years
ago, I became the coordinator of
the Success Center.
What are your responsibilities in the Success Center?
I coordinate academic
support services for students.
Through the center, students
can receive learning and study

strategies, life management
skills, computer assisted instructions
and
Individual and
on-line
tutoring.
Additionally
I administer the
college’s
admission and
KAMERON BOULTON
placeStaff Writer
ment
tests.
(COMPASS and the ACT Residual
test.)
If there was something

you could change to better
your services, what would
they be? I would extend the
hours of the Center, employ
more professional staff, make
learning, study strategies and
life management skills required
for all students.
What is the most rewarding part of being the Success
Center Coordinator? The
most rewarding part is helping
students. Many of the students
that come into the Center both
traditional and non-traditional,
very much appreciate any assistant once given. When students
come back and tell you that
they really appreciate your help
“from the bottom of their heart”
it is a really rewarding and satis-

fying experience, knowing that
you helped that individual.
What is the most memorable event in your years at
ECCC? In reflecting on my years
here, I don’t have just one memorable event, but many positive
memorable personal and career
life events. Although, I have to
acknowledge that some of my
personal events were tragic,
but were all a part of living and
learning.
If you could give any advice to a student, what would
you say? Please don’t waste
the chance to get your education. How you prepare now will
impact YOUR future.

BOULTON

We Want Your News!
E-mail information about your
club/organization to gphillips@eccc.edu
with identification and any happenings.
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Warriors Hope to Build on 2010-11 Success
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

After leading last year’s
squad to a winning record
and post-season play for the
first time during his five-year
tenure, East Central Community
College men’s head basketball
coach Maurice Bowie is hoping such success continues in
2011-12.
The East Central men finished fourth in the MACJC
South Division with a 13-10
record and advanced to state
and regional tournaments only
to be turned back by eventual
Region 23 Tournament champion East Mississippi Community
College in first-round action of
both events.
With the success of last year
still fresh in his mind, Bowie
said he is “especially excited” to
get the new season started.
“We are coming off our first
winning season and you like to
keep that taste in your mouth,”
said Bowie. “We are young and
must learn from every game
and every practice, and continue to get better day to day and
week to week.”
Bowie said this year’s version
of Warrior basketball involves
more than just athletic talent.
“I am very pleased with my
kids….they have what a lot

of players don’t have…and
that’s heart and character,” said
Bowie. “We’ve got some great
citizens and role models on
this year’s team. They go out
of their way to be a part of this
community and team, and that
means a lot to me. I want fans
to judge us by our hearts…not
our stature.”
This year’s squad does not
include what Bowie labels as
“name” players.
“We don’t have players that
everybody knows and are considered top players in the state,”
he stated. “But what we do have
is a collaborative good team
that plays together and works
hard for one another. I don’t
have to stand over them to get
them to do a task. ”
Bowie said Jimmie Broomfield, a 6-1, 200-pound guard,
is the only returning starter.
Broomfield, a product of Scott
Central High School, is also a
standout on the Warrior football team, which concludes season action Oct. 27 at Southwest
Mississippi Community College.
Also seeing playing time
during 2010-11 were guards
Thomas Straughter (5-10,
200) of Jackson Callaway and
Glenn Thomas (5-11, 189) of
Brookhaven, a product of Loyd
Star High School. Other sopho-

mores are guards Jackson
Therrien (6’, 180) of Newton,
a product of Newton County
Academy and Jontrae Conley,
who hails from Meridian High
School, both of whom saw limited action in 2010-11.
For EC to have another successful season, Bowie said a lot
will depend on how well the
freshmen respond to community college basketball.
“We have 10 freshmen on
paper but really 12, since two
sophomores really have not
played much either,” said Bowie.
“So we are going to hang our
hats on defense and really get
after people.”
Newcomers include guards
Tejiminon Leatherwood (5-6,
145) of Northridge (Ala.) High
School, Lavadius Lyles (5-7, 180)
of Forest High School, Newton
County Academy product Andrew Hanna (5-7, 154) of Union
and South Leake High School
product Randy Collier (5-9, 160)
of Ludlow; and forwards Akeem
Toppi (6-5, 190) of Columbus
High School, Nafa Maring (6-8,
220) of University Park Academy in Houston, Texas; Bobby
Wrench (6-3, 200) of Columbus
High School and Thomastown
High School product Marcus
Henry of Carthage. Lyles is also
a two-sport standout and is a

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Warrior Basketball Team: Planning on a another successful campaign are the 2011-12 East
Central Community College men’s basketball team, whose members include (seated from left) guards
TJ Leatherwood (3), a product of Northridge High School, Northport, Ala., Thomas Straughter (11),
Jackson Callaway, Hakeem Wesley (14) of Hickory, Newton County HS, LaVadius Lyles (20), Forest HS,
Jontrae Conley (23), Meridian HS, Jimmie Broomfield (25) of Forest, Scott Central HS, Andrew Hanna
(30) of Union, Newton County Academy, Cordarion Nichols (31), Newton HS; and Randy Collier (34)
of Ludlow, South Leake HS; and (standing from left) Matt Riley, assistant coach; managers Marquise
Kennedy of Lake HS and Laromeo McKee of Forest, Scott Central HS; guards Jackson Therrien (12)
of Newton, Newton County Academy and Glenn Thomas (22) of Brookhaven, Loyd Star HS; forwards
Marcus Henry (32) of Carthage, Thomastown HS, Nafa Maring (15) of Houston, Texas, University Park
Academy and Akeem Toppin (10), and Bobby Wrench (21), both products of Columbus High School;
managers Orlando Rodriguez of Philadelphia HS and Leonard Lucas of Morton HS; and Maurice Bowie,
head coach.

member of the Warrior football
team.
“My goal is to keep evaluating the freshmen and help
them improve each game,”
said Bowie, a former first team
All-State selection at ECCC. “We
are taking this week by week
and making sure we learn not
only from one another but from

other teams as well.”
Bowie said the game plan
for this year’s success basically
involves one word: speed.
Former Warrior basketball
standout Matt Riley begins his
first year as assistant coach.
Student assistants are Debrachia Kennedy of Lake, Orlando
Rodriguez of Philadelphia, Laro-

meo McKee of Louisville and
Leonard Lucas of Morton.
The Warriors are currently
0-9 on the season at presstime.
They will face East Mississippi
Community College for their
first court action in 2012 on at 8
p.m., January 10 at home.

Former Warrior Riley Named ECCC Basketball Assistant
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Matt Riley is a recent addition to the East Central Community College men’s basketball program, announced head
coach Maurice Bowie.
Riley, who joined the ECCC
Workforce Development Staff
as CBJT Grant Coordinator in
2010, was a member of the
Warriors’ 1993 state championship squad, coached by Marty
Cooper.
“It’s an honor for me to
serve in this role,” said Riley, 38,
who resides in Carthage. “This
program has a rich basketball
tradition, and I’m excited to

bring my winning attitude and
experience to the program.”
Coach Bowie said Riley is
a “welcomed addition” to his
staff.
“Coach Riley is a proven
winner and a fierce competitor,”
said Bowie. “We are fortunate to
have him on our staff.”
Riley, a Walnut Grove native,
had a stellar basketball career
at South Leake High, where
he was an All-State selection.
During his senior season, Riley
averaged nearly 20 points per
game and led his team to the
state finals in 1991. Riley was a
reserve guard on South Leake’s
state championship team in

RILEY

1990.
Riley, a highly recruited
student-athlete, continued his
athletic career at ECCC, where
he played two seasons for
Coach Cooper and was a start-

ing guard on the 1993 state
championship team.
After receiving an associate’s degree from ECCC in 1993,
Riley’s athletic career continued
at Mississippi Valley State University in Itta Bena, where he
quickly developed a reputation
as an outstanding defensive
player and long-range threepoint shooter. Riley was also
known for his persistent work
ethic, leadership qualities and
academic success.
Riley received a bachelor’s
degree in sociology from Mississippi Valley and has completed graduate hours at Delta
State University.

Riley comes from a family
rich in basketball tradition.
His father, Barnett “Chief”
Riley, helped develop basketball players in the Walnut Grove
area and Leake County.
“Many of these players experienced successful high school
and college careers, and several
had the opportunity to play on
the professional level,” said the
new Warrior assistant.
Riley said he also gained
“valuable” experience from his
brother, Coach Luther Riley,
new men’s head basketball
coach at Alcorn State University. Prior to joining the ASU staff,
Riley experienced success at

Provine High School, where he
won several state titles during
his 12-year coaching career. Luther Riley is also a former ECCC
basketball standout.
Riley’s sister, Maria Riley, was
a member of the 1993-94 and
1994-95 Lady Warrior squads,
coached by Sammy Pace.
Matt Riley is an active member of New Friendship M.B.
Church. He is also active in the
Leake County community, serving as a motivational speaker
and mentor to young men.
He is married to the former
Marie Cherry of Columbia. They
have two children, Kymberli, 16,
and Matthew, 11.

Lady Warriors Plan Return to Winning Ways
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
The 2010-11 season was
obviously a disappointing one
for East Central Community
College women’s head basketball coach Bill Smith.
It represented the first losing
campaign (8-15) for Smith, who
enters his seventh season leading the Lady Warrior program.
After barely missing post-season competition his first year
at the helm in 2008-09 (13-11),
he led the next four squads to
state and regional berths. The
2007-08 Lady Warriors captured
the Region 23 Tournament title
and advanced to the NJCAA
Tournament en route to a 22-8
record.
Smith, who sports an overall
93-64 record as Lady Warrior
head coach, said the goal for
this team is same as it is each
year: have a winning season
and return to the MACJC State
and Region 23 tournaments.
However, success will depend
on a mostly freshman squad.
“We will be very inexperienced…with only one returning starter,” said Smith. “We will
have to rely on our freshmen to
really come along quickly.”

Smith said one word best
describes the 2011-12 Lady
Warriors: “gritty.”
“This has been a good
group of girls that has worked
hard and shown a lot of grit in
preparing for the upcoming
campaign,” said Smith. “This is
also a team that hustles and
plays hard for 40 minutes.”
Smith hopes having the first
three games at home will help
propel the Lady Warriors to a
successful beginning.
The returning starter is a talented one in Ja’Monica Orton, a
6’ guard and product of Walter
E. Stebbins High School in Dayton, Ohio. Orton averaged 15.6
points per game and was one
of the few freshmen to garner
MACJC All-State and All-Region
23 honors.
Other returnees include
Inessa Adams, a 5-6 guard from
Horn Lake High School, and
Kurlysha Bell, a 5-10 forward
from Kosciusko High School,
who averaged 5.8 and 4.3
points, respectively.
“All three will hopefully provide a leadership role needed
to be successful,” Smith said.
The freshman class “should
be a good one” and is led by

redshirt Kelcia Bufkin of Forest, a 5-3 guard and product of
Scott Central High School.
“Kelcia will be counted on
heavily,” commented Smith,
“as will Ashlee Hardy, who will
add some muscle for us inside.”
Hardy is a 5-10 forward from
Newton High School.
Other members of the talentladen freshman group include
centers Ellen Black (6’) of Forest,
a product of Scott Central High
School, and Jakela Johnson
(6’) of Laurel, who hails from
West Jones High School; guards
Allie Kirby (5-7) of Carthage,
a product of Edinburg High
School; Jaianah Matthew (5-7)
of Arkansas High School in Texarkana, Ark., and Xzandra Dowd
(5-8) of Neville High School in
Monroe, La.; and forwards Ariel
Merriweather (5-8) of Tuscaloosa Central (Ala.) High School,
Reneisha Evans (5-9) of Decatur
and Newton County HS.
Britta Stephens returns for
her second year as assistant
coach. She is also a member of
the English faculty.
Student assistants are Pasha
Williams, Ashley Lyle and Shaki
McLaurin, all of Forest; and
Blake Gordon of Philadelphia.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Lady Warrior Basketball Team: Setting their sights on a successful campaign are members of
East Central Community College women’s basketball team for 2011-12, who include (seated from left)
manager Shaki McLaurin of Forest, Scott Central HS; guards Xzandra Dowd (24), a product of Neville
High School, Monroe, La., Inessa Adams (4) of Horn Lake HS, Kelcia Bufkin (25) of Forest, Scott Central
HS and Jaianah Matthew (21) of Texarkana, Ark., Arkansas HS; forward Ariel Merriweather (22) of Tuscaloosa, Ala., Tuscaloosa Central HS; guard Alli Kirby (12) of Carthage, Edinburg HS; and manager Ashley Lyle of Forest, Scott Central HS; and (standing from left) Britta Stephens, assistant coach; forward
Ashlee Hardy (31), Newton HS, centers Chaunderial Bell (32) of Kosciusko HS, Jakela Johnson (34) of
Laurel, West Jones HS and Ellen Black (5) of Forest, Scott Central HS; guard Ja’Monica Orton (23) of
Dayton, Ohio, Walter E. Stebbins HS; forward Renisha Evans (30) of Decatur, Newton County HS; Bill
Smith, head coach; and manager Pasha Williams of Forest, Scott Central HS. Not pictured is manager
Blake Gordon, Philadelphia HS.

The Lady Warriors are currently 0-9 on the season at

presstime. They will face East
Mississippi Community College

for their first action in 2012 at 6
p.m., on January 10 at home.
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Broomfield, Lyles double sport
By KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
Staff Writer

The life of an athlete is far from
easy. The practices, memorization,
expectations and hard work can
physically and
mentally drain
a person. Put
all of that on
top of classes,
homework,
and study hall
and you can
obviously tell
that a college
athlete literally has no life.
Dedication to
KAYLEIGH MCCOOL
one sport is
Staff Writer
hard enough
but imagine committing yourself to
TWO sports! The majority of college
athletes would never even consider
devoting their whole life to multiple
sports, but not Scott County natives
Lavadius Lyles and Jimmie Broomfield.
These dual athletes recently made the
transition from the EC football team
to play basketball for the Warriors

and according to them the transition was difficult. When asked if they
ever got too tired and overwhelmed
with all the pressures of playing two
sports, they both responded by saying, “Sometimes, but I just love to play
ball.” After discussing with them about
their hectic schedules, it was evident
how big Lyles and Broomfield’s hearts
are for their sports. These guys take on
the immense pressures and responsibilities of both school and two sports,
and for this they should be recognized. Lyles and Broomfield were kind
enough to share with The Tom-Tom a
bit about their personal lives off the
field…and the court.
Who inspires you?
-Lyles: My mom. She’s a single parent and has always worked hard to
provide for my siblings and me. I still
let her call me baby. I’m not ashamed!
Who gave you the most encouragement when you were deciding
where to attend college and play
double sports?
-Broomfield: One of my high school
football coaches, Coach Cooper. He
always gave me great advice.
What are your positions on the

field and on the court?
-Lyles: I’m a running back for football and on the basketball court, I’m a
shooting guard.
-Broomfield: I play both wide
receiver and defensive back on the
field and for basketball, I’m a shooting
guard and point guard.
What gets you pumped before a
game?
-Lyles: J. Cole’s new album. My favorite song is A Dollar and a Dream.
-Broomfield: Music. The song, Rise
and Shine by J. Cole, really gets me
going.
What team is going to win the
National College Bowl Championship Series?
-Lyles: BAMA! Roll Tide!
-Broomfield: LSU! No doubt!
Where do you see yourself in 10
years?
-Lyles: Who knows? I really hope to
be an offensive coordinator for a football team and then own a barbershop
so I can cut hair on the side.
-Broomfield: I want to be a football
coach, an athletic trainer, or either
playing ball professionally.

BROOMFIELD, LYLES

NOTICE!
Safety Memo: Natural Gas Safety

Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, efﬁcient, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today
delivering natural gas for heating, water heating, and cooking as well as other natural gas appliances. Natural gas for East Central Community is delivered through a jurisdictional natural gas pipeline system. Like
any form of energy, though, it must be handled responsibly. East Central Community College is known as
a Master Meter Operator and has valves, regulators, and pressure stations on campus. Always remember
safety ﬁrst when operating natural gas appliances of any kind.
Natural gas is a nontoxic, colorless, and odorless fuel that is lighter than air. This lighter-than-air quality is
an important safety factor. If a leak occurs, natural gas will mix readily with air and rise into the atmosphere.
As a safety measure the natural gas that is piped to your home or business has a harmless odor similar to rotten eggs so that you can easily detect even the smallest amount of gas that might escape.
From design and construction to operations and maintenance, natural gas utilities like ours set high standards to keep natural gas pipelines incident-free.
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Damage Prevention

ECCC Baseball Players Honored: Above are two sophomore members of East Central Community
College’s baseball squad who were recently awarded team scholarships and another sophomore who
signed a national letter of intent to continue his career on the university level. From left are right-handed
pitcher Evan Humphries of Louisville and outfielder Fred Hampton of Nanih Waiya high schools, respectively, who signed national letters of intent with the Diamond Warriors, and catcher Carlos Leal of
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, who will join the Delta State University baseball squad in 2012. Also pictured
is Diamond Warrior head coach Neal Holliman, who said he is “very proud” to award scholarships to
Humphries and Hampton. “Both of these two young men have undoubtedly earned this privilege by
their continuous commitment, improvement and production on the baseball field. We expect both of
these players to be positive contributors this spring and take pride in the fact they have bought into
our program and earned the honor of receiving a baseball scholarship.” Humphries is the son of David
and Linda Humphries and Hampton’s parents are Freddie and Victoria Hampton, all of Louisville. Leal
posted a .277 batting average and .412 on-base percentage in helping lead the Diamond Warriors to a
third-place finish in the MACJC South Division and a 28-20 record. His parents are Carlos Leal and Millicent Garcia. Leal joins three Diamond Warriors from the Class of 2011 who are members of the DSU
baseball squad - pitchers Colton Mitchell of Lake, Tyler Dalton of Winston Academy and Bobby Bryan of
Crossett (Ark.) High School.

Although safe, tested, and regulated, the system’s most common hazard is from 3rd party damage from
excavation. Before any excavations are done, contact Dig Safety - Mississippi One-Call System, Inc. 1800227-6477 or 811 and call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266. Always call before you dig.
It’s as easy as dialing 8..1..1, and it’s the law!

We Want
Your News!

~ Smell. In its raw state, natural gas is colorless and odorless. Natural gas utility companies add a substance
called mercaptan to create the familiar, rotten-egg-like odor usually associated with natural gas. You should
take action even if you detect only a faint odor of natural gas in the air.

E-mail information about
your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos
with identification and any happenings.

Detecting A Natural Gas Leak
Natural gas is one of the safest, most reliable, and environmentally friendly fuels in use today, but leaks can
occur. There are three key ways to recognize a natural gas leak.
~ Look. Blowing dirt, bubbling creeks or ponds, dry spots in moist areas or dead plants surrounded by
green, live plants also may indicate a natural gas leak.
~ Listen. An unusual hissing sound near gas lines or appliances may indicate a natural gas leak.

Natural Gas Safety Tips:
Here are some key words to help you remember what to do if a natural gas leak is suspected:
~ Leave. Leave the area immediately. Do not try to ﬁnd or stop the leak.
~ Don’t Touch. Do not smoke, use a cell phone, ﬂashlight, turn on or off any lights or appliances or operate
any kind of vehicle or equipment that could create a spark.
~ Dial. Immediately notify us. If a leak is suspected call the following number 601-635-6266 or 601-9176119.
Remember - Never try to ﬁnd the leak yourself!!!
To Report a Gas Leak call East Central Community College at 601-635-6266 or 601-917-6119 or Campus
Police at 601-527-8939.
For additional information, contact East Central Community College 601-635-6266 or 601-635-6298.
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Ficklin is ECCC’s Superman
BY DARIUS WREN
Staff Writer

Fast. Quick. Power. Determination.
Heart. All of these characteristics
describe Superman. Superman
usually wears
blue spandex
with a big “S” on
his chest. But on
Thursday night
for the past two
years, Superman has been in
black and gold
attire sporting
#45 on his chest.
DARIUS WREN
Chris Ficklin has
Staff Writer
been nothing
short of spectacular. The Sophomore linebacker from Scott Central
High School located near Forest has

amassed more than 200 tackles, more
than 10 forced fumbles, and four total
touchdowns.
With excellent playmaking skills, it’s
no wonder he has been honored with
accolades the past two years such as
All American, All American Honorable
Mention, All State, and All Region.
“I’m humbled to receive such recognition,” Ficklin said. “I’m glad to see
all of my hard work is paying off.”
Because of his successful play on
the field, coaches and teammates
have also tagged him with another
nickname “Boobie Miles,” referring to
the do it all running back on the hit
movie Friday Night Lights. Coaches
and players agree that along with his
phenomenal play on the field, Ficklin
could “fill up your Gatorade cooler,
walk your dog, and paint your back
porch if you needed him to.”
Ficklin’s teammate, Andre Lucious

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC linebacker Chris Ficklin (45) strips the ball from Northeast Mississippi Community College running back and returned the pigskin 38 yards for a touchdown
during early second period action in the Warriors’ home opener. He is a product of
Scott Central High School.

from Tuscaloosa County High School,
added, “I think the nickname fits him.
He is a special type of athlete. Ironically, Chris has the same number as
Boobie Miles did.”
“I’m honored that my teammates
and coaches hold me to such a high
regard, but I don’t feel like I’m that
special. I just go out every day and
try to get better at my craft. It is just a
logo to me,” said Ficklin.
As Ficklin’s football career comes
to an end at ECCC, it’s safe to say that
this young man has a bright future
ahead of him. Ficklin has football bowl
subdivision schools such as Mississippi State, Southern Miss, Louisiana
Lafayette and also Division II powerhouse Delta State vying for his
services. Wherever Ficklin chooses to
further his football career, “Superman”
will step out on the field again, just in
different colors.

EC Golfers Participate in Tourneys
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

East Central Community College’s
golf team continued fall competition
by participating in the Holiday Inn Fall
Invitational held Oct. 17-18, 2011, at
Windance Country Club in Gulfport
and hosted by Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College.
The Warrior linksters carded a 669
(344-325) score in the 36-hole event,
won by Meridian Community College
which shot 580 (284-296).

Lee McDill of Newton led EC by
recording rounds of 83 and 76 for a
159 total. Shelby Patterson of Forest
posted a 161 (82-79) followed by Evan
Dowell of Carthage, 175 (91-84); Daniel Watkins, 182 (96-86) of Springdale,
Ark; and Justin Hundley, 192 (88-104)
of Philadelphia.
Other participating teams and their
respective scores included Darton CC,
582 (290-292); Central Alabama CC,
594 (289-305); John A. Logan CC, 605
(302-303); Faulkner State CC, 606 (291-

315); Gulf Coast A, 612 (308-304); Rend
Lake CC, 613 (307-306); Spring Hill A,
613 (309-304); Andrew CC, 616 (314302); Spring Hill B, 620 (318-302); Gulf
Coast B, 621 (303-318); Copiah-Lincoln,
622 (317-305); Abraham Baldwin CC,
634 (319-315; and Georgia Military
College, 687 (336-351).

ECCC Golfers Participate
in Redgate Tourney

East Central Community College’s
golf team continued the fall campaign

by participating in the Jim Redgate
Invitational held Sept. 26 at Briarwood
Country Club in Meridian.
The Warrior linksters finished fifth
with a 651 score (333-318) in the
event, won by the Central Alabama
Community College team, which
finished at 574 (285-289). Other teams
and their respective scores included
Meridian Community College, 584
(292-292); University of Mobile, 594
(296-298) and Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College, 651 (311-300).

Shelby Patterson of Forest led EC by
carding rounds of 78 and 79 for a 157
total.
Other team members and their
respective scores include Lee McDill of
Newton, 161 (81-80); Justin Hundley of
Philadelphia, 171 (87-84); and Daniel
Watkins of Springdale, AR, 171 (92-79).
Colby McClain of Philadelphia is also a
member of the team.
Chris Clark serves as golf coach.

ECCC Soccer Squads Drop Season Finale
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Soccer season concluded
Tuesday, Oct. 18 for East Central
Community College squads
who fell to Holmes Community College in MACJC North
Division competition on the
Ridgeland campus.

The Lady Soccer Warriors
were blanked 2-0 and wrapped
up the 2011 campaign at 3-14
overall and 1-7 in league play.
Freshman forward Kelsey
Tadlock of Decatur led the
division in scoring with 12
goals and two assists for 26
points. The Newton County

Cochran/Munn
Win ECCC
Mixed Doubles
Tournament
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Blake Cochran of Hickory
and Cassie Munn of Decatur
combined talents to take top
honors in East Central Community College’s Mixed Doubles
Tennis Tournament held Friday,
Oct. 8 as part of homecoming activities on the Decatur
campus.
The Newton County pair
defeated Jason Hancock of
Decatur and Gwen Emmons
of Forest by a 7-5 score in the
championship finals.
Other finalists include Pete

and Sarah Beth Mazzella of
Newton, Brandon St. Clair and
Steve and Shannon St. Clair, all
of Decatur; and Rachel Ramirez
of Forest.
Walt Stinson of Philadelphia
captured the fastest serve
competition with a 110 milesper-hour effort and Chris Mays
of Louisville place second with
a 91 mph serve. Munn won
the women’s division with a 66
miles-per-hour serve.
T.J. Davis served as tournament director.
ECCC held its annual homecoming Saturday, Oct. 8.

High School product is currently ranked sixth in the state
pending the outcomes of other
season-ending matches scheduled Oct. 19.
The Warrior/Bulldog matchup went into overtime, where
the host team escaped with a
4-3 decision.

Scoring for EC were freshmen Tre Wilson of Vicksburg,
Deshawn Kitchens of Florence
and McGee Ledbetter of Columbus. Wilson and Ledbetter
are both midfielders and products of Warren Central High
School and Heritage Academy,
respectively. Kitchens is a for-

ward and hails from Florence
High School.
Ledbetter finished season
action with seven goals and
two assists for 16 points, which
placed him seventh among
division scorers and 13th in the
state, pending the outcomes of
other season-ending matches

scheduled Oct. 19.
The Warriors finished 4-10-3
overall and 1-5-2 in division action. Five of the Warrior matches went into overtime.
Kenneth Thompson serves as
ECCC soccer coach.

We Want
Your News!
E-mail information about
your club/organization
to gphillips@eccc.edu. Send photos
with identification and any happenings.
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Ficklin Leads List of Warriors
Receiving Post-Season Honors
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

For the second straight year,
East Central Community College standout linebacker Chris
Ficklin of Forest has received
All-Region 23 and MACJC First
Team All-State honors in recognition of his accomplishments
on the gridiron.
Ficklin, a 5-11, 194-pound
product of Scott Central High
School, finished third in individual and total tackles in the Mississippi Association of Community and Junior College (MACJC)
competition, registering 71 solo
stops and 29 assists.
The multi-talented studentathlete also proved he can still
play on the offensive side of the
ball, as the former Rebel running back rushed for 103 yards
on 16 carries and scored three

FICKLIN

HALL

MOFFITT

touchdowns in leading the
Warriors to a 41-28 victory over
Southwest Mississippi Community College in the season
finale on Oct. 27 in Summit. It
was Ficklin’s first stint at running
back since his high school days.
Ficklin was also an honorable
mention NJCAA All-American

selection following his freshman season, after registering 78
solo tackles and 48 assists during the 2010 campaign. He has
also been nominated for the
2011 NJCAA All-American Team.
Other Warriors receiving
post-season honors representing the MACJC South Division

include center Tate Rogers (6-2,
285) of Louisville High School,
return specialist Reggie Hall (59, 173) of Neville High School in
Monroe, La., both sophomores,
and freshman punter Rob Moffitt (5-11, 205) of Winston Academy in Louisville, who were
chosen Second Team All-State.

Hall was rated the top punt
returner in the state, with three
attempts for 93 yards, a 31-yard
average. His longest effort was a
90-yard return for a touchdown.
He was also ranked among the
state’s top kickoff returnees, as
the sophomore speedster gathered 12 attempts for 308 yards,
a 25.7-yard average.
Moffitt finished third in punting by averaging 40.9 yards on
49 attempts. His longest effort
was 59 yards.
Warriors receiving honorable mention include offensive
lineman Bart Whigham (6-4,
315), a product of Northview
High School in Dothan, Ala.;
defensive back/running back
Dennis Thames (6’, 190) of Louisville High School; wide receiver
Brock Hall (6-3, 200), of Paul W.
Bryant High School, Tuscaloosa,

Ala.; linebacker Tyrone Williams
(6, 225), Thomasville (Ga.) High
School; linebacker Darius Wren
(5-11, 215), West Lauderdale
High School; defensive lineman Semisi Tupou (6-4, 400), a
product of Orange High School,
Long Beach, Calif.; defensive
lineman Bradley Dorsey (6-6,
380), Morton High School;
defensive back Jerrell Priester
(5-10, 190), Fairfax High School,
Ulma, S.C.; defensive back Ben
Brooks (5-9, 175), Northeast
Lauderdale High School; and
defensive lineman Lakenneth
Weidman (6-5, 235), South
Leake High School.
East Central finished 2-7
overall and 1-5 in league play
under second-year head coach
Brian Anderson. Anderson
served as interim head coach in
2009.

Ficklin Leads Warriors to ‘Pride Bowl’ Victory
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

His jersey may say #45 but he wears
an “S” underneath!
Chris Ficklin, who received NJCAA
All-American honors as a freshman
linebacker last season, pulled doubleduty for the Warriors October 17,
scoring three touchdowns and making
his usual standout defensive plays in
leading the Warriors to a 41-28 thumping of Southwest Mississippi Community College in the season-finale for
both teams at John L. Hurst Stadium in
Summit.
Ficklin, who played running back
for the first time since his high school
days at Scott Central, had 16 rushes for
103 yards and tallied on runs of one
and nine yards during first-half action
and provided EC with a game-clinching eight-yard burst with 1:49 left to
secure the 13-point victory, which
not only snapped a five-game season
skid but also broke a five-game losing
streak to the Bears.
East Central, which had more than
its share of turnovers and bad breaks
during the 2011 campaign, finally put
together a complete game in what
was described as the “Pride Bowl”
to finish at 2-7 overall and 1-5 in the
MACJC South Division. Southwest
dropped to 3-6 and 1-5.
“I’m proud of this team probably more than any other I’ve ever
coached,” said Brian Anderson, who
completes his second year as head
coach after serving one season on an
interim basis. “It doesn’t seem right to
say that because of the overall record.
But record isn’t always indicative of the
team. You must consider intangibles,
such as character, heart, work ethic
and attitude. This group of young men
handled adversity like a coach would
hope for his team to do. They never
quit playing and working to improve
in practice. I believe their character
was evidenced by their performance
the last game against Southwest. With
seven starters out with either injury or
suspended for violation of team rules,
we played like Warriors. Our players
and their parents kept me through the
season.”
Ficklin, who only stands 5-11 and
weighs 185 pounds, was “called” to offensive duty after running backs Dennis Thames of Louisville, LaVadius Lyles
of Forest and Jaabir Stevens, a product
of Hillcrest High School in Tuscaloosa,
were suspended by Anderson for undisclosed reasons.
“I was down to my last running back
and turned to Ficklin….he responded
like you would expect an All-American,” said Anderson. “He is such a great
competitor….and played like ‘Superman’ for us! He did just about every-

thing but drive the bus home!”
Ficklin, one of the state’s top tacklers, had another impressive night on
defense, registering five solo stops,
three assists and two quarterback
sacks.
Freshman quarterback Jesse Blakemore also had another impressive
outing for the Warriors. Blakemore
completed 23 of 45 passes for 220
yards and two scores – a five-yard TD
toss to Brock Hall and a 61-yard strike
to Corey Collier, both during second
period action. The TD pass to Collier
put EC ahead for good at 19-14 with
just over seven minutes left before
halftime. Blakemore, a product of Veritas School in Ridgeland, also had 18
rushes for 87 yards. Hall hails from Paul
W. Bryant High School in Tuscaloosa.
He also subbed briefly for Blakemore
when he left the game following an injury. Hall completed four of five passes
for 80 yards until Blake returned later
in the third period. Collier, a product of
Tuscaloosa County High School, had
five catches for 83 yards to lead EC
receivers.
East Central also scored on sophomore Jerrell Priester’s 50-yard punt
return midway in the third stanza,
which stretched the Warrior advantage
to 34-14. Priester is a product of Fairfax
High School in Ulma, S.C.
Freshman kicker Jacob Carpenter of
Winona completed the scoring with
a 21-yard field goal early in the third
period. He connected on two of four
PATs.
Southwest scored twice in the second period and added a pair of touchdowns in the final stanza. Quarterback
Vintavious Cooper tallied on a fiveyard run and connected with receiver
Chris Cooley for a 28-yard scoring pass
play in the second quarter, and Cooper
fired a 10-yard strike to Jerome Stewart followed by Floyd Barnes’ 48-yard
pass interception to complete the
scoring. Jake Saltalmacchia connected
on all four PATs.
In other defensive stats, top tacklers
in addition to Ficklin included linebacker Darius Wren of West Lauderdale, six solo stops; defensive tackle
Bradley Dorsey of Morton, four tackles
and four assists; and linebacker Ricky
Cavenaugh of LBJ High School in Austin, Texas, four tackles.
Freshman punter Rob Moffitt of
Winston Academy averaged 41.7 yards
on three attempts. His longest punt
went 44 yards.

Late TD Pass Lifts Co-Lin
Past ECCC, 7-6

Wide receiver Alonzo Lewis used
his 6’ 4” frame to haul in a 16-yard pass
touchdown pass from quarterback
Chandler Rogers on fourth and 14 with

3:49 remaining to provide Copiah-Lincoln Community College with a stunning 7-6 come-from-behind decision
over East Central Community College
October 20 at Bailey Stadium.
With the loss, EC dropped to 1-7
overall and 5-0 in the MACJC South
Division. Co-Lin improved to 4-4 and
2-4.
The Wolves began the game-winning drive at their own 22 with 8:47 remaining in East Central’s home finale.
A key play on the 78-yard march was
Jerry McNair’s 30-yard scamper off a
fake punt on fourth and three from the
Co-Lin 22. The 6-2, 280-pounder from
Magee gave the Wolves new life at the
EC 42 and they took advantage of the
opportunity by scoring nine plays later
on a Warrior defense that kept the CoLin offense in check most of the night.
East Central had taken a 6-0 lead
early in the final stanza of the defensive struggle when Blakemore hooked
up with wide receiver KeiVondre
Watford on a 42-yard touchdown play
on fourth and seven. Carpenter’s PAT
attempt was blocked.
The 11-play, 89-yard drive represented East Central’s best offensive
effort of the night and marked the
first time the Warriors entered Co-Lin
territory. A key play during the march
included Blakemore’s 19-yard completion to Hall, which gave EC possession
on its own 43.
Blakemore finished the night by
completing eight of 14 passes for
90 yards. Hall had three grabs for 27
yards. Watford, who hails from Tuscaloosa Central, led in receiving yardage
with his 42-yard touchdown reception.
East Central had six first downs and
Co-Lin registered 10.

ECCC Warriors Fall 28-7
to Jones County

Missed scoring opportunities
helped seal another setback for the
Warriors, who were 28-7 homecoming
victims of Jones County Junior College
October 15 at Bobcat Stadium/Sim
Cooley Field in Ellisville.
With the loss, EC dropped to 1-6
overall and 0-4 in the MACJC South
Division under Anderson. The Bobcats
improved to 4-3 and 1-3.
After Jones jumped out to a 14-0
advantage midway in the second
period, the Warriors cut the lead in half
when Blakemore and wide receiver
Freeman Gray of Tunica hooked up on
a 60-yard touchdown play with 6:52
remaining before halftime. Gray shook
a would-be tackle near the 35-yard
line and did an excellent job maintaining his balance as he raced toward the
end zone. Carpenter added the PAT.
On their next possession, the Warriors drove from their 32-yard-line to

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

‘Superman’ Ficklin Leads EC to Victory!: Sophomore Chris Ficklin (45) had a
stellar night on offense and defense for the East Central Community College Warriors who completed the 2011 campaign with a 41-28 win over Southwest Mississippi Community College at John L. Hurst Stadium in Summit. Flicklin, who played
running back for the first time as a Warrior, had 16 carries for 103 yards and scored
three touchdowns. He complemented that performance with five solo stops, three
assists and two quarterback sacks at his linebacker position, where he earned
honorable mention NJCAA All-American honors as a freshman. EC finished 2-7
overall and 1-5 in the MACJC South Division.

the Bobcat 20, only to have the drive
stall when Carpenter’s 32-yard field
goal attempt in the final seconds of
first-half action was not successful.
After Hall returned the second-half
kickoff 35 yards to the EC 46, the Warriors were set up for another possible
scoring opportunity but a turnover on
the Jones 18-yard line nixed the threat.
The Warrior defense would later
stop a Jones scoring opportunity,
when defensive back Ben Brooks of
Meridian recovered a Bobcat fumble
on the EC 37-yard line.
EC mounted an impressive drive
late in the third stanza, as the Warriors
began possession on their 14 and
ended on the Jones eight-yard-line,
as Carpenter’s 25-yard field goal was
again off the mark.
Jones would later put the game
out of reach with two fourth-quarter
scores.
EC had 14 first downs and 288 yards
of offense. Blakemore threw for 166
yards and rushed for 53 yards. Hall had
seven receptions for 62 yards.

Warriors Play Tough But
Drop Battle to MGCCC

A gallant effort was not quite
enough for the Warriors who gave
the nationally ranked Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College Bulldogs
a battle they did not expect Saturday
afternoon at Bailey Stadium, but the
visitors from Perkinston eventually
prevailed by a 37-21 margin.
East Central pulled within 23-21
with 3:48 left in the third period of its
homecoming contest, but that was
as close the Warriors would come as

the 10th ranked Bulldogs scored the
game’s final 14 points to improve to
5-1 overall and 4-0 in the MACJC South
Division. ECCC fell to 1-3 and 0-3.
“That’s what a championship team
does; you’ve got to ring the bell,” said
Anderson in a post-game interview.
“When the other team makes a play,
you’ve got to come back and respond.
That’s what the really good teams do
and that’s the point we’ve got to get
our young team to.
Blakemore made his debut as the
Warrior starter and put up impressive
numbers by completing 15 of 29 passes for 187 yards and one touchdown
– a 20-yard strike to freshman receiver
Brock Hall of Tuscaloosa with nine seconds left before halftime, cutting the
Gulf Coast advantage to 17-14.
Blakemore also rushed for a score –
a 12-yard scamper late in the third for
EC’s final points of the division matchup. He threw two interceptions, the
first of which resulted in Gulf Coast’s
first touchdown. Blakemore’s other
miscue came later in the first stanza
with EC driving in Gulf Coast territory.
Blakemore got the starting nod
when freshman Mitch Manley received
a season-ending knee injury in a 31-19
loss to Hinds Community College the
previous week. Manley is a product of
Pittsburgh (Texas) High School.
Thames also scored for EC, as he
crossed the goal line from two yards
out early in the second period to cut
the Bulldog lead to 10-7. The score was
set up by Broomfield’s interception
deep in Gulf Coast territory.
Carpenter kicked both PATs to complete the scoring for EC.
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Rogers to
Represent
EC in All-Star
Classic
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Standout offensive lineman
Tate Rogers of Louisville is East
Central Community College’s
lone representative in the 38th
annual Mississippi Association
of Community/Junior College
(MACJC) All-Star Football Classic held Saturday, Dec. 3, 2011,
at Northeast Mississippi Community College. Kickoff was at
1 p.m. at Tiger Stadium on the
Booneville campus.
Rogers, a 6-2, 285-pound
center, is a product of Louisville High School. He was also
recently selected second team
MACJC All-State and received
the Warriors’ team captain
award at the Fall Sports Awards
Banquet.
Twelve teams of the MACJC’s
14 football-playing schools are
scheduled to participate in the
annual classic.
MACJC State Champion East
Mississippi will be playing for
the NJCAA Championship in
the El Torro Bowl Saturday, Dec.
3, on the campus of Arizona

ROGERS

Western College at Veterans
Memorial Stadium in Yuma.
MACJC state runner-up
Mississippi Gulf Coast will take
on Blinn (Texas) Community
College in the Mississippi Bowl
scheduled Sunday, Dec. 4 at
Biloxi Indians Stadium.
Tim Hatten of Pearl River
Community College serves
head coach of the South squad
and Ricky Woods of Northwest
will direct the North All-Stars.
The North took the overall
series lead at 18-17-2 following
last year’s 16-0 shutout, which
ended the South’s two-game
winning streak.

Page 19

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Homecoming Tennis Tourney Participants: Participating in East Central Community College’s Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament
held as part of the recent homecoming activities were (kneeling from left) Blake Cochran, Hickory; Steve St. Clair, Decatur; Pete Mazzella,
Newton; William Meruvia, Philadelphia; McKinley Elliott, Little Rock; Brandon St. Clair, Decatur; Lucas Calvert, Louisville; Richie Ferguson,
Decatur; Hunter Stovall, Philadelphia; D.J. Townsend and Danny Smith, both of Carthage; Chris Mayes, Louisville; and Scott Hill, Decatur;
and (standing from left) Cassie Munn, Decatur; Hayley Chapman, Decatur; Shannon St. Clair, Decatur; Sara Beth Mazella, Newton; Savannah Vance, Natchez; Courtney Elliot, Little Rock; Rachel Ramirez, Forest; Anna Alexander, Little Rock; Gwen Emmons and Brooke Atkison,
both of Forest; Alex Weir, Philadelphia; Dianne O’Neill, Decatur; Lauren Lurk, Lawrence, Ray Anne Craven, Newton; and Kristin Chaney,
Decatur. Also participating but not pictured include Walt Stinson, Philadelphia; Pat O’Neill and Jason Hancock, both of Decatur; and Persephiney Wingo, Morton. Cochran and Munn combined talents to capture the top prize. T.J. Davis of Louisville served as tournament director.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM

Sophomore Lady Soccer Warriors
Honored: These sophomore members
on the 2011 East Central Community College women’s soccer team were honored
at the home finale with Northwest Mississippi Community College Friday, Oct. 14.
From left are Newton County High School
products midfielder/keeper Wendy McCracken of Hickory, midfielder Emily
Lucy (14) of Newton, midfielder/defender
Cayla Engle (19), defender Nikki Cumberland (13) and forward Carrie Rushing
(3), all of Decatur; and midfielder Kristen Nettles of Forest, a product of East
Rankin Academy. Kenneth Thompson
serves as head coach. The Lady Soccer
Warriors fell 2-1 in overtime to the visiting
Lady Rockets.

ECCC Golfer Patterson
Makes All-Tourney Team
SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
East Central Community
College freshman golfer Shelby
Patterson of Forest was named
to the All-Tournament Team
following participation in the
ECCC Invitational held Nov. 1415, 2011, at the Dancing Rabbit
Golf Course in Choctaw.
Patterson carded two rounds
of 78 for a 156 total, 12 over par
on the par 72 Azalea course.
Keaton Stamps of Copiah-Lincoln Community College was
tournament medalist with an
even par 144 (74-70).
Co-Lin captured tournament
honors with a score of 620 (312308), followed by East Mississippi, 655 (318-337), Mississippi
Gulf Coast, 662 (334-328) and
East Central, 666 (328-338).
Other EC golfers and their

PATTERSON

respective scores include Lee
McDill of Newton, 158 (79-79);
Colby McLain of Philadelphia,
172 (84-88); Evan Dowell of Carthage, 180 (87-93); and Justin
Hundley of Philadelphia, 187
(91-96).
Chris Clark serves as EC golf
coach.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
Former ECCC Golfers Honored: Former Warrior golfers were
among special groups honored during East Central Community College Homecoming activities held October 8, 2011. Pictured are (from
left) former player Cole Harris, former coach Joe Clark and current
golf coach and former player Chris Clark, all of Decatur.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Sophomore Football Players Honored: Special recognition was given to the above sophomore members of the East Central Community College football team at the home finale with Copiah-Lincoln held Thursday, Oct. 20 at Bailey Stadium. Kneeling from left are defensive back/running back Dennis Thames (1), a product of Louisville High School; wide receiver Corey Collier (4) of Northport, Ala., Tuscaloosa County HS; wide receiver Zach Pendleton (6) of Jackson, Forest Hill HS; wide receiver/return specialist Reggie Hall (7) of Monroe, La.,
Neville HS; defensive back/return specialist Jerrell Priester (9) of Ulma S.C., Fairfax HS; linebacker Ricky Cavenaugh (11) of Austin, Texas,
LBJ HS; wide receiver Deonte’ Harper (12), Morton; and linebacker Darius Wren (15) of Shucktown, West Lauderdale HS. Standing from
left are defensive back/return specialist Jimmie Broomfield (21) of Forest, Scott Central HS; linebacker Tyrone Williams (32) of Thomasville
(Ga.) HS; linebacker Tyler Robinson (43) of Hickory, Newton County HS; linebacker Chris Ficklin (45) of Forest, Scott Central HS; offensive
lineman Tate Rogers (52), Louisville HS; offensive lineman Mackenzie Lee (66), Nanih Waiya HS; offensive lineman Andre Lucious (70) of
Ralph, Ala., Tuscaloosa County HS; offensive lineman Justin Kilpatrick (73) of Philadelphia, Neshoba Central HS; defensive lineman Semisi
Tupou (75) of Long Beach, Calif., Orange HS; and wide receiver Ronnie McMillan (80) of Tuscaloosa, Ala., Tuscaloosa County HS. The
Warriors finished 2-7 overall and 1-5 in the MACJC South Division under head coach Brian Anderson.

SPECIAL TO THE TOM-TOM
ECCC Softball Team Participates in Diabetes Walk: Above are East Central Community College softball team members who participated
in the 2011 Walk for Diabetes held recently at LeFleur’s Bluff State Park in Jackson. The Lady Diamond Warriors walked with “Jack’s Jammers,” one of the many teams organized in an effort to raise funds toward finding a cure for diabetes. The ECCC squad is shown with team
captain Jack Plunkett, who has juvenile diabetes, and ECCC student Lee Taylor. Jack is the son of Dan and Erin Plunkett of Lake.
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