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Alma Mater
Dear Alma Mater we sing thy praise,

 In sweet remembrance of our college days;
 Comrades and teachers, friends so true,
 We give our love to you;
 Long may we cherish the days spent with thee,
 Happy days of dreams, work and play so carefree;
 Deep in our hearts rest your memories true,
 Here’s all our love to you.

On the Cover:
     ECCC Alumnus Randy Houser will headline a benefi t 
concert for College Director of Bands Thomas W. Carson 
on November 12, 2011, at the Neshoba County Coliseum. 
For more information, see the article on page 14.
(Photo courtesy of Danny Clinch Photography.) 
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The President’s Message

Homecoming is a special time 

at East Central.  Each fall the Col-

lege prepares to welcome alumni and 

friends to the campus to renew old 

friendships. We also want show the 

many changes that have been made to 

the campus over time.  It is a particu-

larly special time for reunion groups 

from 50 and 60 years ago.

We want to particularly celebrate 

the fact that the College’s enrollment 

surpassed 3,000 for the first time by 

setting a new record of 3,223 students 

registered for the first day of class.  

This is a milestone in the College’s growth and reflects the hard 

work of every employee and many alumni of the College.

This homecoming we also hope to provide tours of the new 

state-of-the-art science lab building; the Ronald Davis Science 

Hall.  Final completion is scheduled around the time of home-

coming and the contractor has promised to have it clean and 

available for tours on Saturday morning. This new addition to our 

campus is designed in the architectural vein of Founders’ Gym 

and Huff Auditorium but with modern instructional facilities for 

students.

In addition, the College’s Memorabilia Room will be open for 

tours.  There are many artifacts housed in that room from various 

decades in the College’s history.  Miss Lucille Wood and Miss 

Gloria Johnson were instrumental in pulling together the many 

items that represent the culture and history 

of East Central.

Other homecoming activities are enu-

merated in this issue of the Warrior and are 

similar to those of prior years.  However, 

many of you may be returning to cam-

pus for the first time since your time as a 

student.  The reunion groups, luncheon, and 

football game will be great activities for you 

to enjoy.

The College’s athletic support organiza-

tion, the Warrior Club, will hold its annual 

meeting as part of homecoming activities.  

You are welcome to join this organiza-

tion and promote Warrior athletics.  Most of the upgrades to our 

athletic facilities have resulted from ideas and activities of the 

Warrior Club.  Improvements to the College’s athletic facilities 

have greatly enhanced the appearance of the North Campus.

Homecoming activities are planned by the Homecoming 

Steering Committee and all faculty and staff participate in ensur-

ing a great day but Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth and Mr. Bubby 

Johnston do a fantastic job of coordinating and publicizing this 

special day.  These two, their staffs, and all employees of the 

College deserve a tremendous word of thanks for their efforts in 

connection with homecoming and the quality of your college.

Thank you for what you mean to EC and I hope to see you on 

October 8, 2011.

Dr. Phil Sutpin
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“Celebrating Our Great Heritage 
and Our Promising Future”

eAst centRAl communitY colleGe

5K RUN/WALK
7 a.m. • North Campus

TOUR OF THE AARON R. DAVIS 
SCIENCE BUILDING
9 to 11 a.m. 

WARRIOR CLUB ANNUAL MEETING
11 a.m. • Board Room 
Vincent Administration Building

HonoRees
Alumna of the Year

Dr. Tina Nicole Flint Harrison
Class of 1992

Alumnus of the Year
Dr. Frank Bowen, Sr., M.D.

Class of 1941
Athletic Hall of Fame

Harmon Kenneth Dunagin
Class of 1958

James E. “Jimmy” Fisackerly
Class of 1958

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Homecoming 2011 
octoBeR 8

Homecoming • October 8, 2011
Schedule of Events

7 a.m.   Registration for Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
   North Campus Pavilion • Run/Walk Starts at 7:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Bookstore Open-Eddie M. Smith Student Union
9 a.m.   Homecoming Registration Begins
   East Mall Patio Near Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
   Refreshments Available
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Memorabilia Room Open-Burton Library
   Tour of the Aaron R. Davis Science Building
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Lil’ Warrior Kidz Zone
   North Campus Pavilion
10 a.m.   Reunion Groups Meet
   Class of 1941 • Class of 1951 • Class of 1961 • Class of 1971
   Classes of 1979, 1980 and 1981 
   Classes of 1957, 1958 and 1959
   1954 Lady Warrior Basketball Team 
   1970 North Division Championship Warrior Football Team
   All Former Warrior Golfers
10:30 a.m.  Awarding of 50th Anniversary Diplomas to Class of 1961
   Auditorium, Vickers Fine Arts Center
11 a.m.   Warrior Club Annual Meeting
   Board Room, Vincent Administration Building
   (All former athletes and current supporters of ECCC athletics.)
Noon   Alumni Luncheon-Mabry Memorial Cafeteria
1 p.m.   Warrior Club Tailgating-Bailey Stadium
2 p.m.   Football Game-ECCC vs. Mississippi Gulf Coast
   Recognition of Homecoming Honorees
   Halftime Presentation of Queen and Court
   Performance by the Wall O’ Sound Marching Band
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Dr. Nicole Harrison  (Class of 1992) 
ECCC Alumna of the Year  

Nicole Flint Harrison, East 
Central Community College’s 
2011 Alumna of the Year, doesn’t 
measure success by one’s status in 
society or the amount of money one 
makes. She said success to her is 
“friendships and memories made 
in life and how one uses the talents 
God has given them. According to 
her, much of her success has come 
from her relationships built at her 
alma mater.

“My success thus far is very 
much because of my time spent at 
East Central Community College,” 
Harrison said.  “My time at East 
Central was priceless. I know, with-
out a doubt, I would not be where 
I am today had I chosen another 
college.”

Harrison will be honored during 
Homecoming activities scheduled 
Saturday, October 8, on the Decatur 
campus.

A member of the ECCC Class 
of 1992, Harrison is the owner of 
Nicole Harrison Family Dentistry in 
Union, which she has operated since 
1998. She previously served one 
year as dentist in the offi ce of Dr. 
James Hover.

Harrison said, “I am a general 
dentist in a wonderful town. Every-
one knows everyone and there is 
such a sense of community and love and 
fellowship. I have a wonderful dental team 
that includes my mother-in-law Barbara 
Harrison, Jessica Burns, Kim Watson and 
Penny Hisaw. They are what make me 
successful. They are my family.”

For Harrison, the business of a dental 
practice is not just about the physical as-
pects of one’s mouth, but listening to what 
a person has to say. She said the highlight 
of her career has been the relationships 
with her patients.

“I just try to help people any way I 
can,” Harrison said. “Sometimes it is 
through a new smile, but sometimes it 

is just as helpful to simply lend a caring 
ear. People just want to be respected and 
treated fairly. This is certainly what I try to 
convey, although not always as good as I 
would like.”

Upon being notifi ed of her selection as 
Alumna of the Year, Harrison said, “I was 
so very honored and surprised. I know 
there are so many individuals worthy of 
this honor and I am very humbled to have 
even been nominated. I am very fortunate 
to have many friends, family and patients 
associated with East Central and I have 
been blessed to be able to remain so close 
to so many people at the College. I’m not 
one who relishes the spotlight, but I am so 

very proud to represent the college 
as Alumna of the Year.”

Receiving this award, Harrison 
added, is bittersweet, as two of the 
most infl uential people in her life are 
no longer alive.

“My mother and father, unfortu-
nately, are not here to celebrate with 
me. My mother was the main reason 
for my success. She did most of the 
child-rearing in our home, some-
times with some tough love, but 
always with a lesson to be learned. 
She let us learn from our mistakes 
without interfering too much. She 
instilled in me a sense of confi dence 
and challenged me to always strives 
to achieve greatness. I cannot say 
enough about the love she uncon-
ditionally gave. My father enabled 
me to pursue my interest. He not 
only supported me fi nancially, but 
I always knew he was my big-
gest fan. How lucky was I to have 
been blessed with two outstanding 
parents?”

An accomplished and involved 
student at East Central, Harrison 
said the highlight of her college 
days was her selection to the Hall of 
Fame, the highest honor a student 
can receive. Additionally, she was 
selected HEADWAE (Higher Edu-
cation Appreciation Day: Working 

Towards Academic Excellence) Student of 
the Year, received the English award, was 
chosen a class favorite for two years, was 
named an NJCAA Academic All-Amer-
ican and selected for Who’s Who Among 
American Community/Junior College 
Students.

She served as president of Mu Al-
pha Theta mathematics club and was a 
member of the Warrior Corps, Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society and the Lady Warrior 
Basketball Team.

“East Central was the best two years 
of my life!” Harrison said. “I met some 

Dr. Nicole Harrison

See HARRISON, Next Page
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lifelong friends and formed such close 
acquaintances with so many others. I do 
not think that would have happened if I 
had chosen another school.

“Some of my fondest memories are 
really of doing nothing at all. Back then, 
we could have fun just sitting by a bonfire 
or going to the truck stop to eat patty melts 
and French fries with gravy, hence the 
freshman 15!” she said.

Whether in the dorm or out about town, 
Harrison said she and her friends had fun.

“We ‘room dawgs’ would sit for hours 
just talking or dealing with guy prob-
lems!” she said. “Our best times were 
spent at ‘Bully’s Barn.’ 

Bully’s Barn was an actual barn owned 
by the parents of a local college student. 
It was a favorite hangout for many ECCC 
students during this time.

“I remember us having a ‘Bully’s Barn’ 
calendar made to help raise money for 
the burn center. I sure hope that calendar 
never resurfaces!” she added.

“Of course, the early 90s would not be 
the same without mentioning all the hours 
of ‘hair preparation’ and the amount of 
money spent on hairspray.”

Harrison added, “Without a doubt, the 
most important and biggest highlight of 
East Central was meeting my future hus-
band, Chad (Harrison, Class of 1992). We 
met the summer right before school, but 
we were able to experience some wonder-
ful times together.”

	 There were many professors 
whom Harrison said she admired and 
respected.  The two that stand out most 

in her mind are retired English instruc-
tor Ovid Vickers and Sammy Pace, who 
retired as women’s basketball coach and 
athletic director.

	 “I really enjoyed Mr. Vickers’ 
English Literature class. I never liked 
English, nor did I think I could ever excel 
at it. He made the class so interesting and 
challenging. It was not so much about the 
literature, but the stories he would tell and 
the excitement he had for his subject. I 
was honored to have him as my profes-
sor and East Central was very fortunate to 
have someone of his stature be on campus 
from day to day.

	 “The other person who was 
extremely special to me then, and still is 
today, is Coach Sammy Pace. I thank him 
for believing in me and for giving me a 
second chance to play basketball when I 
chose not to play my freshman year. He 
made me and my mother very happy when 
he let me play my sophomore year. He 
was not only a great coach and teacher, but 
I know he was instrumental in me getting 
some of the honors I received at ECCC. 
Through his leadership, he gave me the 
confidence to pursue different paths and 
helped me grow as a leader also.”

	 Harrison continues to support the 
college as she and her husband, Chad, are 
both lifetime members of the Alumni As-
sociation and annual donors to the Warrior 
Club. In addition, she says that she always 
encourages local high school seniors to 
make East Central their college choice.

	  “I tell all my newly graduating 
seniors that are deciding on a college how 

really valuable my time at East Central 
was. I probably would not have received 
such honors at a larger school, and might 
not have had the academic grades and 
background to get into dental school. I 
also tell them that East Central is what you 
make of it and if you sit around and do 
not try to get involved, then like anything, 
it might not work for you. But, if you try, 
there are so many opportunities available 
at East Central to be involved and excel,” 
she said.

Harrison attended Mississippi State 
University and received her doctoral 
degree in dentistry from the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center in 1997. She 
is a member of the American Dental As-
sociation, Mississippi Dental Association 
and the Meridian Area Dental Council and 
has served on the Board of Directors for 
the Union Chamber of Commerce.

She and her husband have two children, 
Dylan (8) and Julia (3). They are members 
of First Baptist Church in Union, where 
she has served on various committees and 
assists with the AWANA program and 
coaches Upward Basketball.

Additional family members include a 
sister, Teri Flint Killens and her husband, 
Joe, of Union; brother Terrell Flint and 
his wife, Melissa, of Union; sister-in-law 
Shannon Harrison Posey, and her husband, 
Pepper; nieces and nephews, Kyle and 
Allie Killens, Will and Jenna Flint and 
Chandler and Lauren Gwen Posey; and fa-
ther and mother-in law Mike and Barbara 
Harrison.

HARRISON: Continued from Previous Page

     The fifth annual East Central Community College 5K Run/
Walk will once again kick off a full day of homecoming activi-
ties scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011, on the Decatur campus.
      Dr. Phillip Crenshaw, event chairman, anticipates another 
great response to the early morning event.
      “We had approximately 125 participants in the 5K Run/
Walk last year and we hope to have even greater turnout in 
2011,” said Dr. Crenshaw, who teaches social science/history 
classes at ECCC.
     The 5K Run/Walk starts at 7:30 a.m. on the North campus, 
near the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex.
      Entry fee is $20 per person. Checks should be made payable 

to the ECCC Alumni Association. 
      Dr. Crenshaw said all participants will receive a T-shirt and 
medallion.
      For more information on the 5K Run/Walk, contact Dr. 
Phillip Crenshaw at ECCC, 601-635-6281 or e-mail pchren-
shaw@eccc.edu. 
     For information on all homecoming activities, contact Dr. 
Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director for Foundation and 
Alumni Relations, 601-635-6327 or call toll free, 877-462-
3222, ext. 327. Her e-mail address is sholling@eccc.edu.
(Entry form located on page 7.)

ECCC Plans Annual Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
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Dr. Frank Bowen      (Class of 1941) 
ECCC Alumnus of the Year 

For almost six decades, Dr. Frank 
Bowen has donned his suit and tie, 
strapped on his stethoscope and 
reported to work serving the medi-
cal needs of the people of Leake 
County. He said he can not remem-
ber a time he wanted to be anything 
other than a doctor and at age 90, he 
doesn’t seem to be looking towards 
a career change or retirement any 
time soon!	

Bowen, who will be honored as 
the 2011 East Central Community 
College Alumnus of the Year during 
activities scheduled for Saturday, 
October 8, on the Decatur campus, 
has been a practicing physician 
since 1952 when he completed his 
internship at Methodist Hospital 
in Memphis, Tenn., and began his 
medical practice in Leake County.

“I never wanted to do anything 
else,” he said. “Scholarships were 
available for physicians who re-
turned to be community doctors in 
small towns. I had that and the G.I. 
Bill to pay for medical school. I was 
happy that I made the choice to be a 
small town doctor. People have been 
very good to me.”

Bowen’s mother died when he 
was only four years old. For many 
years he bounced from paternal 
grandparents to aunts and uncles 
to maternal grandparents. It was while he 
was living with his maternal grandparents 
that he enrolled as a sixth-grader at Sturgis 
school. The next year was when he made 
the decision to become a doctor.

“When I was in the seventh grade, I 
had, more or less, decided that I wanted 
to be a doctor. It seems that Metropolitan 
Life Insurance had put out little pamphlets 
telling about different doctors and what 
they had discovered and what they had 
done about different diseases.	

“For instance, it was Edward Jenner 
who discovered that people who had cow-
pox did not have smallpox. He vaccinated 

people with cowpox so they would not 
have smallpox. It was that idea which had 
made me kind of want to be a doctor. An-
other one who had an influence was Albert 
Schweitzer, who was a physician as well 
as a musician and a missionary. I wanted 
to be more less like him and had thought I 
might be a missionary. But, things didn’t 
exactly work out that way.”

Bowen excelled in his schoolwork from 
that point on and said he loved math, Eng-
lish and history. He finished high school 
as the class valedictorian in 1939.  At that 
time, his Uncle, the late Bill Hamill of 
Philadelphia, who was a pharmacist, gave 
him the money to enroll at East Central 

Junior College.
“He also had a drug store in De-

catur in which I worked part time,” 
Bowen said. “He paid me enough 
and loaned me enough money to go 
to school at Decatur for two years. 
I am thankful to him for letting me 
do that.”

At East Central, Bowen was 
member of the KALJYC-PEERS, 
which he said was, at that time, a 
sort of secret society, although he 
said their motto was “No secrets to 
speak of.”  He was also a member of 
the Glee Club.

“I remember living just above 
Coach (Polie) Sullivan and Frank 
‘Snookum’ Cross in the new dormi-
tory,” he added. “My favorite class 
was sophomore literature taught by 
Mrs. (W.W.) Newsome. I also re-
member in 1941 we had a big snow. 
It must have been 12 inches of snow. 
We had a big time in that!”

Not only did he enjoy classes and 
activities, but it was at East Central 
where Bowen met Bobbie McPhail, 
who he described as “a cute little 
girl!”

“When I first saw her I wanted to 
meet her,” he said. “I had a history 
class with the person who roomed 
with her and I made arrangements 
to have a date. I had joined the 

International Relations Club and we were 
having a party. That was my first date with 
Bobbie. She really became my best friend 
from then on.”

After graduation in 1941, Bowen took a 
job at McKesson Robbins Wholesale Drug 
Company as a stock clerk filling orders for 
drug stores. He and Bobbie stayed in touch 
while she went to college at what is now 
the University of Southern Mississippi.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor 
in December 1941 and knowing that 
he would probably be drafted, Bowen 
still couldn’t get medicine off his 

Dr. Frank Bowen

See BOWEN, Next Page
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BOWEN: Continued from Previous Page

mind and decided to enlist in the army and 
become a medic. After enlistment process-
ing at Camp Shelby and basic training at 
Camp Robinson Army Base in Arkansas, 
Bowen was shipped to Drew Field, Tampa, 
Fla., just before Thanksgiving.

“Another soldier and I were invited to 
have Thanksgiving dinner with Bill Dick-
ie, a catcher for the New York Yankees. 
Ever since then, I have been a Yankee 
fan!” Bowen said.

At Drew Field, Bowen was assigned 
as a clerk to battalion headquarters and 
was then sent to administrative school at 
Louisiana State University for eight weeks 
and promoted to Private 1st Class. Upon 
his return to Tampa, Bowen was assigned 
to Signal Corps Company where he was to 
have operational training as a medic.

After completing operational training, 
he would have been sent overseas, but in 
1944 just as he was about to ship out, his 
grandfather died.

“The company commander gave me the 
chance to stay with the unit or go home to 
my grandfather’s funeral, which I chose to 
do. When I returned to Drew Field, I was 
assigned to the base hospital. I was able 
to apply for officer candidate school and 
went to Medical Administrative School at 
Carlisle Barracks, Pa. While I was there, 
the war with Germany ended.”

 After that, Bowen was supposed to go 
to school to become a surgeon’s assistant, 
which is similar to today’s physician’s 
assistant. He would have been sent to the 
Pacific for work, but the war with Japan 
ended and the school was stopped. After 
stops in Joplin, Mo.; Ft. Lewis, Wash.; and 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, to train medics, 
Bowen was separated from the Army in 
1946 and placed in the Army Reserves. 
where he was discharged in 1954 as a First 
Lieutenant.

In the meantime, Dr. Bowen had mar-
ried Bobbie McPhail on May 1, 1943, 
in Tampa, Fla. She had been teaching 
school at Goodhope at that time. After 
his discharge from the Army, the Bowens 
moved to Oxford where he enrolled at the 
University of Mississippi to complete his 
pre-med courses. Dr. Bowen received the 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1948.

When he had not been accepted to 
medical school in September of 1948, he 
was still interested in medicine and de-
cided to enter graduate school to become a 

physiologist under Dr. Arthur Guyton, who 
is now widely known for his textbook of 
physiology used throughout the world.

“Things changed in just two weeks,” 
Bowen said. “A medical student changed 
his mind and quit school because he did 
not like doing gross anatomy, in which we 
were dissecting the bodies. I was taking 
every course the medical students were 
taking, with the exception of histology, 
and I had taken this in undergraduate 
school. The admissions board said if I 
could pass the test the medical students 
had taken that I could become a medical 
student. I took the test and made 100 on 
it. That is how I got into medical school-
actually two weeks after it had begun!”

Dr. Bowen finished the first two years 
of medical school on March 19, 1950, and 
was accepted to the University of Ten-
nessee where he entered the junior year. 
After two short tours of active duty with 
the military during his summers off, Dr. 
Bowen completed his last quarter of medi-
cal school in September 1951.

“I finished four years of medical school 
in three years and four days, along with 
11 others who came along with me to the 
University of Tennessee,” he added.

Following graduation, Dr. Bowen 
interned at Methodist Hospital in Mem-
phis and he and his wife welcomed a son, 
Frank (Sonny) Bowen, Jr., in May, 1952.  
Later that year, they moved to Walnut 
Grove, where Dr Bowen entered the prac-
tice of medicine.

“When I opened my office in Walnut 
Grove, Ruby Henderson was my nurse, 
receptionist, bookkeeper and kept things 
going for me. Uncle Bill came to the open-
ing of my office. One thing he told me was 
that if I was going to be a doctor, to look 
like one. That’s why I dress as I do in a 
coat and tie. He always wore a tie to work, 
even as a pharmacist.”

Dr. Bowen’s practice was thriving in 
Walnut Grove, but the hospital was in 
Carthage and he says he couldn’t be in two 
places at once so he moved his office there 
in 1957 and continues to serve the medical 
needs of Leake County today. In addition 
to being a staff member at Leake Memo-
rial Hospital, where he has also served 
several times as Chief of Staff, he is the 
medical director for Golden Living Center, 
a 99-bed nursing home, and Sta-Home 
Hospice, both of Carthage. 

“When practicing medicine in a small 
town, you become part of the families you 
care for and they become family to you,” 
he said. “I have some who have been my 
patients for almost 60 years. They don’t 
want another doctor, so I suppose I’ll have 
to live longer than they do!”

Dr. Bowen and his wife established a 
scholarship at the College, which was first 
awarded in 2010, for Leake County stu-
dents who graduate in the top 10 percent 
of their class and enroll full time at East 
Central. When talking of establishing the 
scholarship they said East Central is where 
they got their start as a couple and they 
believe a deserving person needs to be 
provided a good education.

He added, “I delivered the mother of 
the 2011 Bowen Scholarship recipient, 
Leake Academy graduate Meghan John-
son.”

In addition to providing financial as-
sistance to area students, Dr. Bowen has 
also served as a preceptor for the Depart-
ment of Family Medicine, which allows 
students to observe his medical practice.

“A current student at the University of 
Mississippi Medical School, whose mother 
is a nurse, was able to observe and decided 
that she would go into family medicine,” 
he said.

The Leake County Chamber of Com-
merce also sponsors a job-shadowing 
program for high school seniors in which 
Dr. Bowen takes part.

Dr. Bowen said he has had a wonderful 
medical practice, though things haven’t 
always been without problems.

He explained, “Bobbie’s health began 
to fail. She had rheumatic fever as a child 
and spent one summer in bed taking heart 
medication. The trouble really began when 
we were in Oxford. We discovered then 
she had a heart murmur, although it really 
didn’t bother her until she became preg-
nant. After a while, we went to the Mayo 
Clinic where they confirmed that she did 
have heart disease.”

After many years of treatment for heart 
disease, including two valve replacements, 
Bobbie McPhail Bowen died on February 
15, 2007.

“Early in my life, as a child growing 
up, I could easily have asked, ‘Where 
was God?” Bowen said. “Where was God 

See BOWEN, Next Page
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BOWEN: Continued from Previous Page

when I was being moved from one place 
to another? Where was God when Bobbie 
was sick and had to have heart surgery? It 
would have been easy to say that, but now 
I realize that God was with me all the way 
and has carried me this far. I have been in 
reasonably good health all this time and 
have been able to take care of my wife and 
family and the people who come to see 
me. I realize it was God who was always 
with me and guided me.

“I had many homes, and most of them 
were good homes, where I was brought up 
to be a Christian. The Lord made a way 
for me to be what I am today. And every 
day I give thanks for his blessings and for 
having Bobbie for my wife for 63 years, 9 
months and 15 days.”

A board-certified physician since 1969, 
Dr. Bowen was a charter member of the 
American Board of Family Practice and 
is a member of the American Academy 
of Family Physicians, where he was a 
Charter Fellow and Charter Diplomate. He 
is a member of the Mississippi Academy 
of Family Physicians (MAFP) and was 

selected Mississippi Physician of the Year 
in 1996 and is also a Past President and 
Program Chairman. Additional mem-
berships include the American Medical 
Association, Mississippi State Medical As-
sociation, Central Medical Society, Missis-
sippi Medical Directors Association and 
American Medical Directors Association. 

Dr. Bowen was selected Sta-Home 
Health Agency Advisory Board Member 
of the Year in 1994, received the Central 
Medical Society Exemplary Physician 
Award in 2008, Mississippi State Medical 
Association Community Service Award 
in 2009 and was named to America’s Top 
Family Doctors-Family and Geriatric 
Medicine for 2010.

In addition, Dr. Bowen is a member 
of the University of Mississippi Alumni 
Association, University of Mississippi 
Loyalty Foundation, served as past-presi-
dent of the Medical Alumni Chapter at the 
University of Mississippi and is a member 
of the of the UM Guardian Society. He is a 
former member of the Board of Directors 
for The Heritage Banking Group and First 

Heritage Corporation.
He is a member and past president of 

the Leake County Chamber of Commerce, 
helped organize and served as the first 
president of the Leake County Histori-
cal Society, was selected Leake County 
Man of the Year in 1980, Carthage United 
Methodist Church Father of the Year in 
1996, served as president of the Leake 
County Heart Association and received 
recognition for 25 years of voulnteer 
service, member and past president of 
the Carthage Rotary Club, selected 1989 
and 2009 Rotarian of the Year and is a 
member of the Dancing Rabbit Genealogi-
cal Society.

Dr. Bowen is  also a member of Car-
thage United Methodist Church, where 
he serves on the Administration Board, is 
past chairman of the Staff-Parish Rela-
tions Committee, Council on Ministries, 
Finance Committee, Health and Welfare 
Representative and a substitute Sunday 
school teacher.

5th Annual Homecoming 5K Run/Walk
Saturday, October 8, 2011

Entry Fee: $20 Per Participant • T-Shirt and Medallion Presented to all Participants
Run/Walk Starts at 7:30 a.m. on the North Campus near Clark/Gay Baseball Complex and the course runs throughout the campus.

For more information contact Dr. Phillip Crenshaw at 601-635-2111, ext. 281 or e-mail pcrenshaw@eccc.edu

Mail completed form and entry fee to the ECCC Alumni Association, P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________Telephone: _____________________________________

City: _____________________________ State: ________ Zip: _______ Sex: _______ Age on Race Day: __________

I know that running/walking a road race is a potentially hazardous activity.  I should not enter and run/walk unless I am medically able and properly trained.  I agree 
to abide by any decision of a race official relative to my ability to safely complete the run/walk.  I assume all risks associated with running/walking in this event 
including, but not limited to: falls, contact with other participants, the effects of the weather, including heat and/or humidity, traffic and the conditions of the road, 
all such risks being known and appreciated by me.  Having read this waiver and knowing these facts and in consideration of your accepting my entry, I, for myself 
and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release East Central Community College and all sponsors, their representatives and successors from all claims or 
liabilities of any kind arising out of my participating in this event.  I grant permission to all of the foregoing to use any photographs or any other record of this event 
for any legitimate purpose.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date							          Signature (Parent or Guardian if Under 18)

Please Circle:       5K Run     or    5K Walk		  T-Shirt Size:       Small 	     Medium	 Large	      X-Large
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Kenneth Dunagin       (Class of 1958) 
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee

His football coaches at East Cen-
tral Junior College described him as 
“one of the best players” and “the 
most consistent back.”    

Kenneth Dunagin of Decatur 
more than lived up to the praises 
received by the Warrior coaching 
staff, as the standout fullback and 
linebacker earned All-America 
honors following his sophomore 
campaign in 1957. 

Dunagin, who continued his suc-
cess on the gridiron at the university 
level, can now add another honor to 
his list of accomplishments – selec-
tion to the ECCC Athletic Hall of 
Fame.

Dunagin and teammate Jim Fi-
sackerly of New Orleans, formerly 
of Morton, will be enshrined during 
homecoming activities scheduled 
Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011, on the Deca-
tur campus. 

Regarding his selection for the 
prestigious honor, Dunagin replied, 
“It’s an honor and a privilege…and 
one I will never forget.”

The Athletic Hall of Fame in-
ductee also expressed appreciation 
“to my former coaches, teammates, 
classmates and others” for the 
nomination.

Dunagin added, “It’s a pleasure 
to be included with a great list of 
coaches and athletes who are already 
in the Athletic Hall of Fame…and it is 
especially an honor to join my high school 
coach, Jeff Loper, and my junior college 
coach, Clayton Blount, in this prestigious 
group.”

Dunagin first starred at Newton County 
Agricultural High School, part of which 
(classes for juniors and seniors) was lo-
cated on the East Central campus due to a 
fire that destroyed most of the high school. 
Dunagin said he enjoys telling people he 
went to school “four years on the hallowed 
grounds at East Central.”

Dunagin, a four-year member on the 

Newton County AHS squad, was a three-
year letter-winner and served two years 
as captain. He played fullback in the old 
“single wing” and often played the role 
of quarterback and threw passes from the 
formation.

His most successful season was his 
senior season in 1955. That year he scored 
109 points, which included nine touch-
down passes.

Dunagin still recalls one of those TD 
strikes.

“I threw a long pass to Eddie Black-
burn and afterwards got knocked down 
on my can,” he said with a laugh. “When 
I got up, I saw everybody celebrating so I 

knew we had scored a touchdown! 
But it was not Eddie who scored…
somehow Don Cooper made the 
touchdown catch! I guess I was little 
off target but we scored anyhow!”

Dunagin, who stood 6’ and 
weighed about 175 pounds, helped 
lead Newton County AHS to a 9-1 
record and the Rebel Conference 
championship. The only defeat 
was a 14-13 setback to the Forest 
Bearcats.

Dunagin was an All-Conference 
selection his senior year and de-
cided to keep his athletic talents in 
Decatur and play for the Warriors. 
He recalled starting his first game at 
age 17! 

Highlights of his career mostly 
involve the Warriors’ rivalry with 
“Scooba,” as East Mississippi Junior 
College was referred to in those 
days. The legendary Bob (Bull)  
(Cyclone) Sullivan was the Lions’ 
head football coach.

“We played Scooba twice in 
1957…tied the first game 7-7 and 
lost the second 20-7,” he recalled. 
“It was a great rivalry but I don’t re-
call any scuffles or fights…we didn’t 
go to each other’s campus and cause 
damage…..had we done that, Coach 
Blount would have killed us! And 
I doubt Coach Sullivan’s players 

would have tried anything either!”
Dunagin said he was not a witness to 

Coach Sullivan’s sometimes “controver-
sial” behavior but did relate one memory 
about the legendary coach.

 “I got blocked in front of Scooba’s 
bench and fell to the ground one time 
during a game held at Ray Stadium in 
Meridian,” said Dunagin. “I was almost 
knocked out by the hit and grasped for air 
to breathe while trying to get up.  As I was 
rising, I noticed Coach Sullivan starring 
down at me. He grabbed me by my jersey, 
picked me up, slapped me on my fanny 

Kenneth Dunagin

See DUNAGIN, Next Page
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DUNAGIN: Continued from Previous Page

and said, ‘Get back in there, 
son!’ I replied ‘yes sir’ and ran 
back to the huddle!”

Dunagin said EC struggled for 
success during his two years on 
the squad, as the Warriors went 
4-6 in 1956 and 2-6-2 in 1957.

“The two teams that dominated 
JUCO football at that time were 
Pearl River and Hinds,” he said. 
“Hinds was almost a scout team 
for LSU. If they had a great kid 
at LSU that had problems, he 
ended up at Hinds. Jimmy Taylor 
and Earl Leggett were some of 
the great athletes who played at 
Hinds. Hinds and Pearl River got a 
lot of great athletes from Louisi-
ana.”

Although Dunagin was not a 
member of a winning team at EC, 
his talents did not go unnoticed, 
as he and teammate Tommy Mc-
Cullough of Philadelphia were se-
lected for the All-American Junior 
College Football Team.

When Dunagin was selected 
to the All-American Team, EC 
Coach Clayton Blount remarked, 
“Dunagin is one of the best play-
ers that I have ever coached at 
East Central.” Added Tom Cheney, 
assistant coach, “He is the most 
consistent back we have. I have 
never seen him give up.” 

In refl ecting on his time at EC, Dunagin 
said he “thoroughly enjoyed” campus life.

“I especially enjoyed my association 

with team members and coaches Blount 
and Cheney,” he said. “I also enjoyed 
the entire student population, adminis-
tration and faculty. Mr. (Arno) Vincent 
was president and some of my favorite 

instructors were Mr. (Ovid) Vickers, 
Mr. (Frank) Cross and Mrs. (Stella) 
Newsome. ”

 Dunagin left EC in the fall of 
1958 to continue his athletic career 
at Southeastern Louisiana Col-
lege, where he was awarded a full 
scholarship. He played fullback 
and linebacker his junior year and 
switched to offensive right end and 
defensive end his senior season. His 
top weight at Southeastern was 193 
pounds!

After graduating from SLC, Dun-
agin spent the fi rst part of his career 
at Brookhaven High School as a sci-
ence and physics teacher, assistant 
football coach, assistant baseball 
coach and head tennis coach.

He spent the remainder of his 
career in work focused on the oil 
industry, sales and the marine indus-
try, while living in Morgan City, La.

After he retired in 2006, Dunagin 
returned to Decatur. He spends his 
“retirement” serving as court bailiff 
for Circuit Court Judges Marcus 
Gordon and Vernon Cotton. He also 
enjoys gardening “especially when 
talking to my tomatoes and peas!”

Dunagin is married to his bride 
of 45 years, the former Joanne 
McBain of Edmonton, Alberta, Can-
ada. They have twin boys, Kenneth 

and Kevin. Kenneth and his wife Leslie 
have two a son and daughter and live in 
Morgan City. Kevin and his wife Caroline 
reside in Vicksburg. 

Mark Your Calendar!
Homecoming activities have been 

scheduled for 
Saturday, October 8, 2011

Reunion Groups Include:
Class of 1941 • Class of 1951 • Class of 1961 • Class of 1971

Classes of 1979, 1980, and 1981 • Classes of 1957, 1958, and 1959
1954 Lady Warrior Basketball Team

1970 North Division Championship Warrior Football Team
All Former Warrior Golf Team Members
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Jim Fisackerly           (Class of 1958) 
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee

He was a two-sport standout at 
then East Central Junior College 
but especially excelled in football, 
earning National Junior College 
All-America and first team All-State 
honors at tackle in 1958.

Jim Fisackerly, a Morton native 
who successfully continued his 
athletic career on the university 
level, is joining teammate Kenneth 
Dunagin of Decatur as the latest in-
ductees into the ECCC Athletic Hall 
of Fame. The pair will be enshrined 
during homecoming activities 
scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011, on 
the Decatur campus.

Regarding the honor, Fisackerly, 
who resides in New Orleans, said, 
“I am indeed humbled by this great 
achievement but I am also thrilled to 
be accepted as an entry into the Ath-
letic Hall of Fame at ECCC. Of the 
many accomplishments I have had, I 
count this one as the greatest.”

Fisackerly came to East Central 
in 1957 from Morton High School, 
where he excelled athletically and 
academically. He played four years 
of football – capped by his selection 
to All Little Dixie Conference and 
honorable mention All-State teams. 
He was also selected team cap-
tain his senior season. In addition, 
Fisackerly played three years of 
basketball and two years of baseball. His 
success in academics was highlighted by 
his selection as class valedictorian.

When he arrived on the East Central 
campus to begin his freshman year, the 
190-pound Fisackerly admitted it took a 
while to adjust his new role as a backup, 
after being a starter for most of his career 
at Morton.

“After being humbled in my freshman 
year in 1957 at East Central by playing 
behind some outstanding tackles, I really 
enjoyed my sophomore year,” he stated.

Although he lettered as a freshman, 
Fisackerly was elevated to first-team 

status as a sophomore and started at left 
tackle weighing 210 pounds. He was also 
elected team co-captain along with Jimmy 
Livingston of Tuscaloosa.  

The 1958 season was a successful 
campaign and came on the heels of 2-6-2 
mark in 1957. 

“We won seven games in 1958 and lost 
four, which was better than the so-called 
expert sportswriters had predicted for us,” 
he said. “I was also honored to be selected 
an All-State and All-American.”

Fisackerly also has fond memories of 
playing baseball at ECJC. 

“I enjoyed my one year of baseball as 
a pitcher for Coach Tom Chaney’s team 

in the spring of 1958,” he said of 
his brief career, highlighted by his 
selection as the team’s most valuable 
pitcher. He also played third base 
and was one of the top hitters with a 
.343 average. 

Fisackerly said his athletic expe-
rience at East Central was not only 
a positive one but also sometimes 
humorous.

“The most unusual and later on 
humorous event occurred in the fall 
of 1958 during two-a-day prac-
tices in August,” he recalled with a 
smile. “I had worked hard in spring 
training to earn the starting left 
tackle job. When we reported to start 
practice, I was told that a tackle was 
coming to play at EC that had made 
the All Service Football All-Star 
Team (military football). To make 
a long story short, this All Service 
Team tackle did not make it through 
calisthenics during the first day of 
practice! He packed his bags that 
night and left Decatur to go home. 
It was humorous then…after some 
apprehension on my part!”

Regarding those twice daily prac-
tices in August, Fisackerly said he 
would just soon forget about them!

“I would say that the two-a-day 
workouts in August for football 
were the least enjoyed times in my 

athletic career at East Central,” he said. 
“Those had to be the hottest days ever 
when we were doing the necessary two-a-
day practices to get ready for the upcom-
ing season.”  

 Fisackerly noted the campus atmo-
sphere was the best part about attending 
East Central.

“The friendly attitudes of the college 
professors were the things that impressed 
me most about EC,” he stated. “They 
were always willing to listen to your 
problems and help you achieve in their 
classrooms. The professors were also very 

Jim Fisackerly

See FISACKERLY, Next Page
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supportive in our quest to win 
athletic games.” 

Fisackerly was also appre-
ciative of his coaches.

“I thank my ECCC coaches 
who helped me achieve 
everything that I was able 
to achieve. Coach Clayton 
Blount in my freshman year 
was a great motivator. Coach 
Bobby Oswalt and Coach Tom 
Cheney in my sophomore year 
motivated and pushed me to be 
able to achieve what I did in 
my sophomore year. They were 
all extremely good coaches and 
motivators.”

Fisackerly’s success his 
sophomore season received 
national attention, as he was 
selected a first alternate for the 
JUCO All-Star Football Game 
held in California. He did not 
play in the contest but was 
later notified that he was cho-
sen on the JUCO All American 
Team and received a certificate 
designating the honor. 

 Fisackerly, whose 6-2 
frame now carried 235 pounds, 
transferred to Memphis State 
University, where the left 
tackle enrolled in the second 
trimester. He was redshirted even though 
he played in the first five games as a third 
string left tackle. “I even played half the 
game that year against Ole Miss when 
they finished the 1959 year as number one 
in the country.”

Fisackerly said he did not play in the 
final five games of the 1959 season and 
became disgruntled with the situation.

He accepted a transfer scholarship to 
Delta State College (now Delta State Uni-
versity) and played football for two years. 
He was a defensive tackle in 1960 and 

switched to offensive tackle in 1961. 
Fisackerly graduated from Delta 

State in January 1962 with a bach-
elor’s degree in education. His 
intentions were to begin a career as a 
teacher and coach soon after gradua-
tion but instead he served six months 
of military active duty through the 
Mississippi National Guard unit in 
Morton.

When he completed military duty 
in Sept. 1962, he said “all the good 
teaching and coaching jobs had been 
taken,” so he started the job inter-
viewing process through the Rudy Ta-
tum Agency in Jackson. He was soon 
hired by Lever Brothers Company, a 
soap and detergent manufacturer, as 
a sales representative in the Rich-
mond, VA, market. It was during this 
period when he met his future wife, 
the former Georgia Crute. They were 
married in June 1963.  

Fisackerly won numerous sales 
awards and other honors with Lever 
Brothers throughout his 33-year 
career, highlighted by his selection as 
the top district sales manager in the 
country in 1979. He retired on Jan, 1, 
1996. 

Fisackerly and Georgia were 
married for 43 years when she lost 
her battle with liver cancer in August 

2005. They had four children: Linda, 
James Jr., Kenneth and Michael. Fisack-
erly has nine grandchildren – seven boys 
and two girls. 

His hobbies are fishing and hunting and 
spending time with his grandchildren.

FISACKERLY: Continued from Previous Page

Various new items have been added to the Memorabilia Room in Burton Library. Recent aquisitions include Edwina Breazeale 
Kish’s (Class of 1952) autograph book signed by her friends at EC (all autographs are dated May 1951 and some include little 
messages and notes which are quite interesting after sixty years); Stella Newsome’s Phi Theta Kappa pin (Newsome was the first 
sponsor of Phi Theta Kappa in 1950); Dee Nicholson Payne’s (Class of 1964) workbook from freshman English (Una Harris was her 
instructor); a DVD of the  program and reception honoring Lucille Wood’s June 26, 2011, retirement; and a 2011 EC paperweight 
designed and donated by Lucille Wood (Class of 1951).

East Central Community College is currently accepting additional items for the Memorabilia Room.  Those wishing to donate an 
item should contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth at 601-635-6327 or e-mail sholling@eccc.edu. 

Hollingsworth said, “A committee will determine if we already have the item included.  Ann Burkes, retired EC librarian, will be 
in charge of categorizing the items in the present setup.  The College is especially interested in books published by EC alumni to add 
to our collection.  Please sign your book along with the date you were a student at East Central.”

Hollingsworth also encourages all alumni and friends to attend Homecoming on October 8, 2011, when the Memorabilia Room 
will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m.

New Items Added to Memorabilia Room
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State Runners-Up Warriorettes to be Honored
     The 1953-54 East Central Community College women’s basketball team is among special groups being honored during the 2011 
homecoming celebration scheduled Saturday, Oct. 8 on the Decatur campus. Members of the Warriorette squad – which finished state 
tournament runners-up - include (top row, from left) Bobbie Ann Kilpatrick, Nita Castles, Jackie Benner, Madeline McKay, Billie 
Barnes and Barbara Jo Davidson and (bottom row, from left) Shirley Jones, Billie Ann Mills, Loretta Fox, Jackie Staton and Shirley 
Fancher. Clayton Blount was head coach.   

Classes of 1957, 1958, and 1959 
Friday Night Reunion – October 7

The East Central Community College Classes of 1957, 1958 and 1959 will begin homecoming activities on 
Friday, October 7, with a dinner-reunion for all three classes at 7 p.m.  in the Molly McGee Gold Room in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria.  Tickets are $15 per person.   

Those planning to attend the Friday night reunion should contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth in the Alumni As-
sociation Office at 601-635-6327. 
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Championship Warrior Squad to Receive Special Recognition
     Above are members of the 1970 East Central Community College football squad which captured the MACJC North Division title. 
The championship team is among special groups being honored during the College’s 2011 homecoming activities scheduled Satur-
day, Oct. 8 on the Decatur campus. Team members included (fi rst row, from left) Keith Dooley, Malon Reed, (unidentifi ed), Freddie 
Bagley, Jimmy Kilpatrick, Brooks Cheatham, Perry Willis, Bill Barham, Ty Santmyer, Howard Triplett, Willie Hardy, Horace Sher-
rod and Floyd Triplett; (middle row, from left) Mickey Sessions, Rex Webb, Barry Bailey, Rusty McMullan, Danny Lindsley, Ralph 
Brown, (unidentifi ed), Joe Tadlock, Walter Marshall, Benny Cherry, Walter Eiland, Sam Carter, Tommy Williams and David Culpep-
per; and (top row, from left) Steve Moorhead, Mike Howell, Jimmy Wright, Wade Clark, Wayne Rucker, Tommy Williamson, John 
Owen Sanders, Larry Hardy, Butch Mason, James Carter, Karvell Howard, Thomas Billups and Tyler Lewis. The Warriors were led by 
head coach Ken Pouncey and assistant Willie Coats. 

New Online Giving 
Access… 

Donors may now make online contributions to The East 
Central Community College Foundation and the East Central 
Community College Alumni Association through the new 
Alumni/Friends web portal. 

To donate online, go to http://my.eccc.edu/ICS/Alumni/.  
Then click on the “Donate Now” link and follow the on-
screen instructions.  

This is a secure site so your personal information will be 
encrypted.  



Houser to Headline Benefit
Concert for Tom Carson
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Show Dog-Universal Music 
recording artist Randy Houser will 
headline a benefit concert for East 
Central Community College Di-
rector of Bands Thomas W. Carson 
on Saturday, November 12, 2011, 
at the Neshoba County Coliseum 
in Philadelphia.

Houser, known for his hits 
“Anything Goes” and “Boots On,” 
is a member of the East Central 
Community College Class of 1997 
and is a former vocalist for the 
Collegians, ECCC’s rock-n-roll 
band, which is led by Carson.

Concert events begin at 4 p.m. 
and include performances by 
local bands Remedy, Rico and 
the Border Patrol, Cotton Row, 
Southbound and Deluxe Southern Impala. Houser concludes 
the show with the 9 p.m. feature performance.

Tickets are $25 each, cash or check only, and the entry fee 
includes all five local bands as well as Houser. Tickets will 
be available for purchase beginning October 11 at all Citizens 
Bank of Philadelphia locations in the ECCC district, which 
includes Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston coun-
ties, as well as Mississippi Music in Meridian. They will also 
be available on campus in the Office of Public Information 
located on the bottom floor of Huff Auditorium on the Decatur 
campus. Tickets will also be available at the door the night of 
the concert.

All proceeds will go to the Army of Tom Fund, which has 
been established at The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia, to help 
defray the cost of medical and other expenses involved in Car-
son’s treatments. Those who are not able to attend the concert 
can make donations directly to the account at any Citizens 
Bank location. 

Carson, who has led the ECCC Band Department for 30 
years and also serves as Chairman of the Division of Fine Arts, 
was recently diagnosed with esophageal cancer and is currently 
taking chemotherapy and radiation treatments.

EC alumnus and former Collegian member Grant Morris 
and Vicki Blaylock, ECCC vocal/choral music director, orga-
nized the musical event.

“Grant called me and asked my thoughts about a benefit 

on campus and I already had the 
same thing on my mind. We began 
to put our heads together and got 
things started and then we just ran 
with it,” Blaylock said. “It’s been 
the most rewarding thing I’ve ever 
done in my life. In the 30 years 
Tom has been Director of Bands at 
East Central, thousands of students 
have crossed paths with him. We 
wanted to do this for him because 
he has given so much to others-to 
my child, to other students and to 
this community. I can’t remember 
a time he has said no to anyone.”

Morris added, “Each of these 
bands has at least one former Col-
legian member in them. They were 
all very excited about being able to 

participate and help 
Mr. Carson.” 

Those wishing 
to keep up with 
Carson’s progress 
can view his page at 
www.caringbridge.
org/visit/thomas-
wcarson. Caring 
Bridge, according 
to the official web-
site, offers “free, 
personal and private 
websites that con-
nect people experi-
encing a significant 
health challenge to 
family and friends, 
making each health 
journey easier.”

For more infor-
mation contact the Blaylock at 601-635-6225 or e-mail vblay-
lock@eccc.edu; or contact the Office of Public Information at 
601-635-6242 or 601-635-6303.

Randy Houser 
(photo courtesy of Danny Clinch Photography.)

Tom Carson
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ECCC Student Body 
Association Leaders

     Selected to lead East Central Community Col-
lege’s Student Body Association for 2011-12 are (from 
left) Nicole Bounds, president, of Newton; Alyse 
Webb, vice president, of Noxapater; Bailee Viverette, 
secretary, of Union; and Raychal Reed, treasurer, of 
Louisville. The slate of officers was chosen following 
elections held last spring on the Decatur campus.  The 
campus leaders said they look forward “to providing 
many activities and events for students throughout the 
year.”

Complete Paramedic Technology Program
     Above are graduates of East Central Community College’s 
Paramedic Technology program who received special recogni-
tion at the annual pinning ceremony held Aug. 1, 2011, in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. Seated from 
left are Tonya Fortune, Adam Griffin and James Pettis, all of 
Philadelphia. Standing from left are Jonathan Tullos of Enter-
prise, Nicole Williamson of Philadelphia and Perry Winford of 
Meridian. Also pictured is Katrina Bryant Rushford, program 
director/instructor. For more information about the two-year 
program, contact Katrina Bryant, 601-635-6425 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 425. The e-mail address is kbryant@eccc.
edu.   

     Representing East Central Community College at the an-
nual Lamplighter Conference held on September 28-30, 2011 
were Alexei Huguley of Meridian, culinary arts instructor; 
Vikki McNair of Philadelphia, math instructor; and Katrina 
Bryant Rushford of Decatur, EMT/Paramedic director/instruc-
tor. The annual conference recognizes the state’s outstanding 
community and junior college instructors. Northeast Commu-
nity College in Booneville hosted the conference.  

ECCC ‘Lamplighters’



ECCC Welcomes New Personnel
The College recently welcomed several 

new faces to the  Decatur campus. New 
faculty and staff members for the 2011-12 
term include George Alexander of Little 
Rock, biology instructor; Sheri H. Anders 
of Meridian, Early Childhood Education 
instructor; Justin Brewer of Meridian, as-
sistant baseball coach; Antwon Courington 
of Jasper, Ala., assistant football coach; 
Chris Davis of Louisville, mathematics 
instructor; Jack Edmonson of Louisville, 
assistant baseball coach; James Jackson of 
Brandon, sociology instructor; Jeff Lucas 
of Philadelphia, Network Administrator; 
Mitch McCleon, Police Chief; Stacey 
Slayton Pollock of Meridian, English 
instructor/theater director; Chris Ryals, 
drafting and design technology instruc-
tor; and Rachel Tyson of Brandon, speech 
instructor.

Alexander 
served the past 
three years 
as an adjunct 
biology in-
structor at the 
College. He 
served as biol-
ogy teacher at 
Union High 
School from 
2006-2011 
and taught 
eighth-grade 
science classes 
at Pilate 

Middle School in Newton from 2003-06.    
Prior to beginning a career in educa-

tion, Alexander held a number of positions 
in private industry, serving mostly as a 
technical writer.

He is a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Newton Theatre Company and 
has acted in several productions.

Alexander attends First Presbyterian 
Church in Union.

A 1977 graduate of Beulah Hubbard 
High School, Alexander continued his 
education at the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, where he re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
in 1980 and later earned a master’s degree 
in biology in 2006.

He is married to the former Cindy 
Fulton of Little Rock and they have four 

children. Beth is a news anchor/reporter 
with WHLT in Hattiesburg; Laura is a sur-
gical technician at Anderson’s Hospital in 
Meridian; Anna is a junior public relations 
major at Mississippi State University in 
Starkville; and William is a homeschooled 
senior. 

Anders 
previously 
served since 
2009 as the 
early child-
hood research 
coordinator of 
MS Build-
ing Blocks 
in Jackson, a 
program pro-
moting early 
childhood 
education.

Her teach-
ing experience 

includes serving as an adjunct instructor 
in the College of Education at Mississippi 
State University-Meridian from 2008-
2010; an adjunct online instructor in child 
development technology for Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College from 
2006-08; and child development technol-
ogy program coordinator  from 2001-2005 
at Meridian Community College, where 
she  served as an adjunct instructor in 
child development technology from 1999-
2001.  

She is also a former program director of 
the Early Childhood Institute at Mississip-
pi State University in Starkville, a position 
she held from 2005 to 2009. Her duties in-
cluded coordinating the CDA Scholarship 
Program, working with Mississippi Head 
Start Association, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education as a site coordinator for 
multi-state research project.  In addition, 
she is the current president of the Missis-
sippi Early Childhood Association.

A 1993 graduate of Madison Central 
high school, Anders attended Holmes 
Community College in Ridgeland and 
continued her education at Mississippi 
State University in Starkville, where she 
received a bachelor’s degree in human 
development and family studies with an 
emphasis in Child Life in 1997.

She moved to Meridian after she com-

pleted an internship at Hasbro’s Children’s 
Hospital in Providence, R.I.

 Anders continued her studies at MSU-
Meridian where she received a master’s 
degree in community counselor educa-
tion in 2001 and an educational specialist 
degree in school counselor education in 
2007. 

Anders is currently working on her 
dissertation to receive her doctorate of phi-
losophy in curriculum and instruction with 
an emphasis in early childhood education. 

She is married to Kevin Anders and 
they have two sons, Paxton, nine; and 
Avery, seven.  

Brewer 
served the 
past two years 
as assistant 
baseball coach 
at Copiah-Lin-
coln Commu-
nity College 
in Wesson. 
His duties 
included 
working with 
pitchers and 
catchers on 
a daily basis, 
serving as first 

base coach and recruiting coordinator and 
field maintenance. 

Brewer served as head baseball coach 
at Starkville Academy in 2008-09 and 
oversaw a pitching staff that compiled 
a 3.27 earned run average in more than 
200 innings worked. Several players 
received AAA All-North MPSA First- and 
Second-Team honors following the 2009 
campaign. He earlier served as assistant 
baseball coach in 2006-08.

The new Diamond Warrior assistant is 
also a former head coach of the Mississip-
pi Prospects summer league squad located 
in Mathiston. Under his leadership, the 
Prospects organization finished the season 
ranked number one in Mississippi and 
29th in the nation among summer baseball 
programs by Perfect Game.

Brewer began his coaching career as 
a volunteer assistant high school baseball 
coach at Lamar School in Meridian in 

George Alexander

See STAFF, Next Page

Sheri H. Anders

Justin Brewer
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2004-05.
Brewer was a standout baseball player 

at Clarkdale High School and Merid-
ian Community College. A left-handed 
pitcher, Brewer was an All-State and 
All-District selection his senior year at 
Clarkdale and helped lead MCC to two 
consecutive appearances in the College 
World Series.

Brewer received an associate’s degree 
at MCC in 2005 and continued his educa-
tion at Mississippi State University in 
Starkville, where he received a Bachelors 
of Arts and Sciences with emphasis in his-
tory and physical education.

He is currently pursuing an online mas-
ter’s degree in guidance counseling at the 
University of West Alabama.

Couring-
ton, whose 
main respon-
sibility will 
be coaching 
wide receiv-
ers, previously 
served as a 
volunteer coach 
at his alma 
mater, Walker 
High School 
in Jasper, Ala., 
where he was 
an honorable 
mention All-

State receiver in 2001. His duties included 
coaching wide receivers and assisting with 
the passing offense. He is also a former 
player/coach for the San Angelo Stampede 
Express.

Courington was a three-year starter at 
receiver for the University of Southern 
Mississippi and helped lead the Golden 
Eagles to the Conference USA title in 
2003. He suffered a season-ending in-
jury midway in his senior year. His most 
productive season was in 2004, when he 
made 47 catches for 659 yards and five 
touchdowns. 

He continued his career in the Arena 
Football League in 2007 as a member of 
the Frisco Thunder and led the team in 
touchdowns scored with 30. He was cho-
sen for the All-Star Game in 2008.

Courington later joined the Tennes-
see Valley Vipers but following an injury 
early in season action he accepted an offer 
from the San Angelo Stampede Express to 

serve as player/coach. He only appeared in 
seven games at San Angelo but amassed 
14 touchdown receptions and two passing 
scores. His playing career ended following 
another injury in 2009.

He has an infant daughter, Maysia 
Courington.

Davis 
previously 
served as 
mathematics 
instructor at 
Nanih Waiya 
Attendance 
Center, a posi-
tion he held 
for the past 
five years.

 A 2001 
graduate 
of Winston 
Academy, 
Davis re-

ceived a bachelor’s degree in math 
education at Mississippi State University 
in 2006 and earned a master’s degree in 
school counseling from the University of 
West Alabama in Livingston in 2009. He 
has also completed 18 graduate hours in 
mathematics.

Davis is married to the former Ashley 
Thomas, a nurse practitioner in Louisville. 
They are expecting their first child in the 
spring.

 Edmon-
son will be 
responsible 
for coaching 
infield players 
and hitters and 
will also over-
see the team’s 
strength and 
conditioning 
program.

Prior 
to joining 
the ECCC 
baseball staff, 
Edmonson at-

tended Mississippi Valley State University 
in Itta Bena, where he was a starting first 
baseman for the Delta Devils in 2009-10 
and served as a student assistant baseball 
coach in 2010-11. He received a bach-
elor’s degree in health, physical education 
and recreation in May 2011.

Edmonson also served as an assistant 
baseball coach at Mississippi Delta Com-
munity College in Moorhead from January 
to May 2011, prior to joining the ECCC 
baseball staff. 

His coaching experience also includes 
serving as head coach of the Mississippi 
Prospects Team during the summers of 
2010 and 2011. He served as head coach 
of the Cotton States Performance Sports 
Team in Jackson during the summer of 
2009.

Edmonson was a standout infielder 
on the ECCC baseball team, earning The 
Warrior award in 2008-09 and most im-
proved player in 2007-08.

He received an Associate of Arts in 
Physical Education from ECCC in 2009.

Edmonson is a product of Nanih Waiya 
High School.

Jackson 
previously 
served in the 
same position 
the past year 
at Holmes 
Community 
College on 
the Ridgeland 
and Grenada 
campuses. He 
was an adjunct 
sociology 
instructor at 
Holmes for 
two years 

prior to assuming full-time teaching 
duties. In addition, he has held several 
instructional positions over an eight-year 
period, including a three-year stint at Delta 
State University in Cleveland, where he 
was assistant professor of music.

A licensed minister of music, Jackson 
has also held faith-based positions in 
church administration, music and youth. 
He is also a songwriter/composer.

In 1996 he was an AMERICORPS 
volunteer in the Mississippi Delta. His 
community service also includes serving 
as a little league baseball coach for the 
Northwest Rankin Athletic Association 
and Jackson-Metro YMCA. 

In addition to his teaching duties, Jack-
son continues to serve as CEO /Owner 

Antwon Courington

Chris Davis

James Jackson

See STAFF, Next Page

Jack Edmonson
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of JimmyTone Records and Productions 
since 1989.

A 1987 graduate of Greenwood High 
School, Jackson continued his education at 
Delta State University, where he received 
a Bachelor of Administration degree in 
1991 and a Master of Education degree in 
social science education in 1996.

He is married to the former Beverly 
Reed of Tullahoma, TN. They have two 
sons, Reed and Logan.

Lucas pre-
viously served 
the College 
as a Com-
munity Based 
Job Training 
(CBJT) Tech-
nology Spe-
cialist since 
December 
2010.

Prior to 
joining the 
ECCC staff, 
Lucas served 
as senior 

technology support analyst at PACCAR 
Engine Company in Columbus. He has 
held similar computer technician posi-
tions at Mississippi State University in 
Starkville and at Premier Election Solu-
tions in Jackson. He is also a former 
computer instructor at Central Academy in 
Macon, from 2002-06.

A graduate of Weir High School, Lucas 
is a magna cum laude graduate of MSU, 
where he received a bachelor’s degree in 
general business with a concentration in 
information systems.

He is married to Bethany Lucas, who 
teaches business and computer technol-
ogy courses at the Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Career-Technical Center, a divi-
sion of ECCC. 

Pollock previously served as an adjunct 
English instructor at ECCC since 2009. 
She was also a full-time substitute English 
instructor at the College during the 2011 
spring semester.

Prior to joining the ECCC faculty, Pol-
lock was an English instructor at Calvary 
Christian High School in Meridian from 
2009-10 and served as an adjunct English 
instructor at Meridian Community College 
in 2007-08. She began her career as a Ca-

reer Discovery Teacher at Meridian Public 
Schools in 2007-08. 

Pollock, 
whose duties 
also include 
directing 
fall din-
ner theaters 
and spring 
musicals, 
has 25 years 
of theater 
experience. 
She has been 
a member of 
the Meridian 
Little Theater 
since 1999 

and served on the organization’s Board of 
Directors from 2002-2004.

A 1991 graduate of Meridian High 
School, Pollock received a bachelor’s 
degree in broadcast journalism –with a 
minor in English – from the University of 
Mississippi in 1997 and earned a master’s 
in community college education at Missis-
sippi State University in 2007.

She is married to Britt Pollock, Golf 
Course Superintendent at Northwood 
Country Club in Meridian. They have two 
children, Olivia, 10; and Collins, eight.

A Little 
Rock native, 
McCleon pre-
viously served 
as school 
resource of-
ficer for the 
Starkville 
School Dis-
trict. He is a 
former deputy 
sheriff with 
the Oktib-
beha County 
and Newton 
County sher-

iff’s departments and previously served 
as assistant chief of the Hickory Police 
Department. He is also a former school 
resource officer for the Newton County 
School District.

He is a 1971 graduate of Beulah Hub-
bard High School and completed law 
enforcement courses at Mississippi Delta 
Community College in Moorhead in 2004. 

McLeon received his law enforcement 
certification from the Mississippi Board 
of Minimum Standards and Training and 
also holds school resource officer certifica-
tion from the Mississippi Department of 
Education.

He has also completed training in basic 
firearms, defensive tactics, survival sys-
tems, school violence and taser.

 Ryals pre-
viously served 
as applications 
instructor for 
AutoCAD 
and a gradu-
ate researcher 
at Missis-
sippi State 
University 
in Starkville 
since 2009. He 
has served the 
past two years 
as adjunct 
AutoCAD 

instructor for ECCC’s Workforce Educa-
tion Division.

In addition to his AutoCAD teach-
ing experience, Ryals has an extensive 
background in surveying, having served 
as a surveying lab instructor at MSU from 
2008-10 followed by his employment as 
a survey crew member with Harrison Sur-
veying, LLC in Decatur from 2005-2006 
and Engineering Plus, Inc., in Meridian 
from 2005-06. He also has experience us-
ing Geographic Information Science (GIS) 
technology to develop detailed maps for 
many different fields.

A DeKalb native, Ryals is a 2004 grad-
uate of Kemper Academy and received 
an associate’s degree in Drafting and 
Design Technology from ECCC in 2006. 
He continued his education at Mississippi 
State University in Starkville, where he re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural 
Engineering Technology and Business in 
2009 and a master’s degree in Engineering 
Technology in 2011. 

He also holds the following certifica-
tions: ESRI Certificates in ArcGIS Desk-
top I, ArcGIS Desktop II, Introduction to 
Geoprocessing Scripts Using Python and 
Working with ArcGIS Spatial Analyst. 

Ryals and his wife, the former Laura 

Jeff Lucas

Chris Ryals
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Stacey Slayton Pollock
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Foreman of Little Rock, recently wel-
comed their first child, Alyssa Cate, who 
was born on August 1, 2011.

Tyson served the past three years as 
an adjunct speech instructor at Belhaven 
University. She is also the former execu-
tive director of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association in Flowood, a position she 
held for the past five years. In addition, 
she previously served as public informa-
tion officer for FEMA in Jackson.

A 2000 graduate of East Rankin Acad-
emy, Tyson continued her education at 

ECCC, where 
she received 
an associate’s 
degree in 2002. 
She received 
a bachelor’s 
degree in jour-
nalism – with 
emphasis in 
public relations- 
from William 
Carey College 
in Hattiesburg 

in 2004, where she served as manag-
ing editor of the student newspaper. She 
continued her education at the University 
of Southern Mississippi, where she earned 
a master’s degree in public relations in 
2006.

She is married to Steven Tyson of 
Morton.

Several staff members have recently as-
sumed new roles at East Central Commu-
nity College in Decatur, announced ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 

David Case is the new Dean of Admis-
sions, Records and Research; Derek Pace 
is now Director for Technology Man-
agement; and Regena Boykin is serving 
as Associate Director for Technology 
Management.

Case previ-
ously served 
as Assistant to 
the President 
for Planning, 
Institutional 
Research and 
Technology 
and Director 
for Technol-
ogy Manage-
ment.

Case, a 
Jackson na-
tive, joined 
the ECCC 

staff in 1995.
He previously served as assistant 

professor in technology education at the 
University of West Alabama in Livings-
ton. He is a former graduate instructor 
at the University of Alabama School of 
Commerce and Business Administra-
tion in Tuscaloosa and Millsaps College 
School of Management in Jackson. He is 
also a former assistant vice president for 
Trustmark National Bank/Unifirst Bank in 
Jackson.

 A graduate of Jim Hill High School 
in Jackson, Case received a bachelor’s 
degree in engineering from the University 

of Mississippi and earned a master’s in 
business administration from Millsaps 
College. He is currently pursuing a doc-
toral degree.

Case is married to the former Paige 
Sullivan of Brookhaven. They have three 
daughters, Elizabeth, 19; Catherine, 17; 

and Mary 
Madelon, 14.

Prior to his 
promotion, 
Pace served 
as Associate 
Director for 
Technology 
Management.

He joined 
the ECCC 
staff in 1996 
after previous-
ly serving as 
data process-
ing manager 
at Peco Foods 

of Mississippi, LLC, in Sebastopol. He 
also held similar positions at Hughes 
Aircraft (now Raytheon Systems, Inc.) of 
Mississippi, Inc., in Forest; Green Acre 
Farms, Inc. (now Peco Foods) in Sebasto-
pol; and DataCenter Systems in Jackson.

Pace is a former president of the Mis-
sissippi Community and Junior College 
Computer Center Directors’ Association.

A 1981 graduate of Lake Attendance 
Center, Pace attended ECCC  in1981-82 
and the University of Southern Mississip-
pi, where he received a bachelor’s degree 
in computer science/data processing in 
1984.

Pace is married to the former Patty 
Calvert of Philadelphia, who is employed 

with Neshoba County Schools. They have 
two sons, Benjamin, 15; and Brian, 10; 
both students at Neshoba Central.

They reside in the Shady Grove com-
munity in Ne-
shoba County.

 Boykin 
joined the 
ECCC staff 
in 2003 and 
served as 
Assistant 
Director for 
Technology 
Management 
prior to her 
promotion. 

She was 
previously 
employed as 

office assistant at East Central Missis-
sippi Health Care in Sebastopol. She is 
a former network control technician for 
World Com/SkyTel, and earlier served as a 
computer specialist at Maxim Manufactur-
ing Corporation in Sebastopol. She began 
her career as an inventory clerk at Easom 
Hardware in Sebastopol.

A 1996 graduate of Sebastopol At-
tendance Center, Boykin received an 
associate’s degree in computer program-
ming from ECCC in 1998 and is currently 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in informa-
tion technology.

She is married to James Boykin, who 
is employed at the Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Career-Technical Center as Build-
ing Trades instructor. They have two chil-
dren, Wesly, eight; and Samantha, four.

They live in the Prospect Community 
in Newton County.

David Case

Regena Boykin

Derek Pace
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PBL Students Presented National Honors
 
     East Central Community College 
in Decatur was well represented at the 
2011 National Phi Beta Lambda Con-
ference, as several members of Theta 
Chi Chapter won honors at the annual 
competition held June 23-26 in Orlando. 
Two students received a first-place 
award in their respective category and 
another competitor finished in the top 
10. Theta Chi, which received the presti-
gious Gold Seal recognition at the Re-
gional meeting, was the only Mississippi 
chapter to receive first-place honors at 
the national contest. Seated from left are 
business technology instructor Christy 
Ferguson of Philadelphia, who serves 
as a PBL sponsor; competitors Mia 
Claiborne of Newton, Tina Pittman of 
Forest, Lisa Jay of Newton and Belinda 
Alexander and Rachel Alexander, both of 
Philadelphia. Standing from left competitor Caleb Raines, Little Rock; Zach Gibbs of Forest, first place, Network Design; competitors 
Ryan Gillis and Johnny Jones, both of Newton; Bryan Wiseman of Newton, first place, Network Design and a recipient of a Missis-
sippi Who’s Who award; competitors Joseph Morgan of Newton and Chance Hall of Forest; and computer network support technology 
instructor Thomas Fortenberry of Union, who also serves as a PBL sponsor. Not pictured is Alexis Graham of Philadelphia, a fifth-
place winner in the Local Chapter Annual Business Report. Students who placed first or second in their respective categories qualify at 
state competition qualify for the national contest.  (Submitted photo)

ECCC Trustees Honored for Service
 

    Several members of the East Central Com-
munity College Board of Trustees were hon-
ored for their service at the annual meeting 
of the Mississippi Association of Community 
College Trustees held July 8-10, 2011, on 
the Gulf Coast. Honorees and current length 
of service include (second from left) Edsel 
Cliburn of Union, 20 years; Frank McCurdy 
of Morton, Scott County Supt. of Education, 
15 years; William E. Kitchings of Carthage, 
15 years; and Leo Parker of Noxapater, 30 
years. The group was also recognized by 
Board Chairman Prentice Copeland (left) of 
Philadelphia and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin (right) during the Board’s August 9 
meeting.
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 After serving five years as assistant base-
ball coach at East Central Community College 
in Decatur, Michael Avalon is now in charge 
of his own program.

Avalon was recently selected head baseball 
coach at Mississippi Delta Community Col-
lege in Moorhead.

 ECCC head baseball coach Neal Holliman 
hired Coach Avalon when he took over the 
Diamond Warrior program in 2006. Holliman 
praised his former assistant and said Avalon is 
well prepared to be a head coach.    

 “I cannot begin to say what Coach Avalon 
has meant to East Central baseball and East 
Central as an institution,” said Holliman. “I 
don’t know of anyone on campus that didn’t 
hold Coach Avalon in very high regard includ-
ing myself. There are not many people you 
run across in this world that are as loyal and 
willing to sacrifice like Coach Avalon did for the growth of our 
program. He will always be a close friend and I will always be 
appreciative of his efforts. This is a great opportunity for Coach 
Avalon and his family and I know he is ready for this next step 
in his career and will build a program that MS Delta will be 
proud to call theirs.”

 Avalon, whose main duties at East Central included serving 
as pitching coach, camp coordinator/instructor and recruiter, 
helped the Diamond Warriors capture the MACJC State 
Baseball Championship in 2007. The 2010 squad finished state 
runners-up with a 39-20 mark. The 2011 squad finished third in 
the MACJC South Division and qualified for post-season play 
en route to a 28-20 mark.

 Prior to joining the ECCC staff in 2006, Avalon was a 
graduate assistant at the University of West Alabama during the 
2006 and 2005 campaigns, serving as pitching coach, recruiter 
and camp coordinator. His duties also included scouting, field 
maintenance and preparation, and fundraising. In addition, he 

was responsible for monitoring the academic 
progress of student athletes and providing as-
sistance in advising.

 Avalon helped lead the 2005 Diamond 
Tigers to the Gulf South Conference champi-
onship and a berth in the NCAA Division II 
South Central Regional before finishing with a 
45-19 record. The squad was also recognized 
as having one of the top pitching staffs in the 
conference. UWA finished second in total 
pitching under Avalon’s direction. The 2005 
team also achieved a top 25 national ranking 
all season and was ranked as high as fourth. 
The Diamond Tigers completed the 2005 sea-
son ranked 19th by Collegiate America.

 Success continued for the 2006 squad, 
which finished conference runners-up and 
participated in the South Central Regional en 

route to a 42-22 mark.
Avalon’s coaching experience also includes stints as head 

coach of the West Alabama American Senior League team in 
2005 and as an assistant of the West Alabama Junior League 
squad the same year. He led the Forest Hill Senior League team 
in 2002. He has also worked several baseball camps in Ala-
bama and Mississippi.

A standout pitcher, Avalon was a member of the 2004 UWA 
squad and played the previous season at Lincoln Memorial 
University in Harrogate, TN. He was also a two-year standout 
at Holmes Community College in Goodman, where he was 
named to All-Region 23 and MACJC All-State second teams.

A graduate of Forest Hill High School, Avalon received 
an associate’s degree in liberal arts at HCC, where he was a 
member of the Phi Theta Kappa honorary society. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration and master’s in 
physical education, both from UWA.

He is married to the former Kayla Cain of Kosciusko. They 
have two sons, Brooks and Tucker.

ECCC Baseball Assistant Michael Avalon 
Named MDCC Head Coach

Michael Avalon

Lucille Wood Scholarship
Recipient: Carrie Rushing (right), Newton County
Donor representative: Lucille Wood

Additional Scholarships 
Listed on pages 22-29



The East Central Community College Foundation awarded $74,000 in scholarship monies to area students during the AT&T Schol-
arship Awards Program held June 16 in Huff Auditorium.

The annual event recognizes the outstanding students and also representatives from the families, businesses and industries who 
established the scholarships.

ECCC Awards Almost $74,000 
in Scholarship Monies
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AT&T Endowed Scholarship
Recipient: Shelby Parkman (right), Raleigh
Donor representative: Tim Neal 

ATCO Loan Scholarship
Recipient: Lacie Sessums (right), Carthage
Donor representative: James McRae

Bank of Morton Scholarship
Recipient: Jordan Grant (center) and Emily 
Marler (right), both of Morton
Donor representative: Lindsley Keeton

Clayton Blount Scholarship
Recipient: Colby Maner (right), Morton
Donor representative: Lois Cooper

Frank and Bobbie McPhail Bowen 
Scholarship
Recipient: Meghan Johnson (right), Leake 
Academy
Donor representative: Dr. Frank Bowen

Board of Trustees Scholarship
Recipient: Karri Miller (right), Newton County
Donor representative: Prentice Copeland

Iris Boggan Scholarship
Recipient: Alyse Webb (center), Noxapater
Donor representatives: Iris Boggan and Ada 
Boggan McGrevey

Ernest Harrison Boswell Memorial
Recipient: Brock Ward (right), Louisville 
Donor representative: Rebecca Boswell

Ann Burkes Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship
Recipient: Dustin Cullen (right), Leake 
Academy
Donor representative: Ann Burkes
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Landon Bryan Burt Memorial
Recipient: Dustin Cullen (center), Leake 
Academy
Donor representatives: Bryan and Mary Burt

Mable Moore Carr Educational 
Scholarship
Recipient: Amber McDaniel (left), Forest
Donor representative: Jimmy Carr

Classes of 1957, 1958, & 1959 Scholarship
Recipient: Kayely Kinard, Winston Academy

Cox and Associates Insurance Scholarship
Recipient: Jenny Wilbanks (right), Leake Acad-
emy, and Evan Dowell (not pictured), Carthage 
Donor representative: Aubry Cox

Frances Brown Crenshaw Nursing
Recipient: Emily Lucy (right), Newton County
Donor representative: Frances B. Crenshaw

Fred and Maudie Dallas Memorial
Recipient: Megan Montgomery (center), 
Neshoba Central
Donor representatives: (from left) Rhodonna 
Chadwell and Pauline Chadwell

Aaron R. Davis Memorial
Recipient: Bonnie Ann Evans (right), Union
Donor representative: Patti Davis

Jessica Cager Memorial 
Recipient: Corie Skinner (third from left), 
Union
Donor representatives: (from left) Jim Ogletree 
of Piggly Wiggly-Union; Jessica’s brother, 
Timothy Cager; and her mother, Inez Cager

The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia 
Scholarship
Recipient: Richard Ainsworth (right), Edinburg
Donor representative: Susan Brown

EC Class of ‘64 Scholarship
Recipient: Hannah Clay (center), Lake
Donor representatives: Jerald (left) and Rita 
Everett

W.R. Covington Scholarship
Recipient: Brock McDaniel (center), Noxapater
Donor representatives: Charlotte and Dr. Eddie 
Smith

Nellie Neill Cross Scholarship
Recipient: Rob Parker, Puckett



Opal McMullan Dickerson Scholarship
Recipient: Katie Reeves, Newton County

24

Tony Dobbs Memorial Golf 
Recipients: Lee McDill (center), Newton 
County
Donor representatives: Billy (left) and Tracy 
Price 

EC Scholars Alumni Association
Recipient: Andrew Hanna (right), Newton 
County Academy
Donor representative: Jerald Everett

EC Scholars James and Luvie Thomas 
Scholarship
Recipient: Ethan Pendergrass, Neshoba Central

Hubert D. Gilmore Scholarship
Recipient: Beth Mayes, Jacksonville (Alabama)

R.O. and Bertha Hannah Scholarship
Recipient: Megan Everett, Lake

Nancy Auline Hiett Harris Scholarship
Recipient: Kimberly Round (center), Louisville
Donor representatives: Johnie and Nancy 
Harris

Richard L. Harris Scholarship
Recipient: Brooke Livingston (right), Union
Donor representative: Richard Harris

Dr. Shelby L. Harris Memorial
Recipient: Dustin Cullen (left), Leake Academy
Donor representative: Sandy Wedgeworth

Harrison Memorial Scholarship
Recipients: (seated, from left) Adam Savell and 
Alexander Lee, both of Newton County
Donor representatives: (back row, from left) 
Keith Ramage, Eli Harrison, Janean Harrison  
             and Ricky Harrison

Dan Harrison Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Holly Jones (not pictured), Union
Donor representative: Tim Moore

Sylvia Ann Graham Haywood Scholarship
Recipient: Jamie Elliot, Union
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Jeffery G. and Kathy L. Hitt Memorial
Recipient:Amanda Barnett (third from left), 
Union
Donor representatives: (from left) Geraldine 
Dee Hitt, Alethia Hitt Pace and Faye Henley 

Hogue-Brantley Scholarship
Recipient: James Colvin, Little Rock

Hudspeth Scholarship
Recipient: Corey Jackson (center), Nanih 
Waiya
Donor representatives: Henry Bane “Bubba” 
and Faye McCully Hudspeth

Martha Kate Tullos Hummel Memorial
Recipient: Tyler Reeves (center), Newton 
County
Donor representatives: Nancy P. Haggard (left) 
and Don Hummel

Kelley Elizabeth Humphreys Nursing
Recipient: Rachel Ramirez (right), Forest
Donor representative: L. Ray Humphreys

S. Lebrun Hutchison Scholarship
Recipient: James Cumberland, Sebastopol

Frances Aycock Johnson
and Jo Ann Aycock Thomas Scholarship
Recipient: Kyle Alexander, Lake

Johnson Family Engineering Scholarship
Recipient: Tyler Gilmore (not pictured), Newton 
County
Donor representative: Joe Johnson

Johnson-Taylor Memorial
Recipients: Bailey Hartness (center), Winston 
Academy
Donor representatives: Bruce and Susan Taylor

Ronnie and Michele Jones Scholarship
Recipient: Ouida Meruvia, Neshoba Central

Leon Eubanks KALJYC-Peers 
Scholarship
Recipient: Nicole Bounds, Newton County

James E. Land Memorial 
Recipient: Axie Jones, Newton County
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Andrew Wilson Lathem Scholarship
Recipient: Emily Marler, Morton

La-Z-Boy Scholarships
Recipient: Patrick Sistrunk (center), 
Sebastopol; and Oliva Capetillo, Newton 
County Academy
Donor representative: Julie Rowzee

Frank Edwin and Nena Holt Leatherwood
Scholarships
Recipient: Shelby Powell (fourth from left), 
West Lauderdale
Donor representatives: (from left) Clark Mea-
sels, Nenette L. Measels, Diana L. Turner and 
Frank E. Leatherwood, II. 

Thomas Rudolph Mayes Scholarship
Recipient: Chance Lowery (center), Union
Donor representatives: Jackie and Sid Etie

Russell McCann Memorial
Recipient: Cody Parkes (right), Nanih Waiya
Donor representative: Teresa Wiliamson Shan-
non

MS Assoc. of Supervisors-Leake
Recipients: (from left) Allie Kirby and Hillary 
Kitchens, both of Edinburg, and Kati Gill of 
Sebastopol

MS Assoc. of Supervisors-Neshoba
Recipients: (seated, from left) Bailey Goforth, 
Lauren Daniels and Brandon Anderson, all of 
Neshoba Central
Donor representatives: Keith Lillis and Kevin 
Cumberland. 

MS Assoc. of Supervisors-Newton
Recipients: Jon-Marie Baucum (second from 
left) and Mica Muex (right), both of Newton 
County
Donor representative: Jimmy Johnson

MS Assoc. of Supervisors-Scott
Recipient: Danielle Pettigrew, Scott Central; 
and (not pictured) Michelle Moore, Sebastopol, 
and Clell McCurdy, Forest

MS Assoc. of Supervisors-Winston
Recipients: (from left) Brock McDaniel, 
Noxapater; Jessica Edwards, Nanih Waiya;
and Cory Goodin, Louisville 

MS Automotive Manufacturers’ Assoc.
Scholarship
Recipients: Robert Wyatt (left), Newton 
County; and Steven Strehle, Noxapater 

Robert J. Moody, Jr. Special Education 
Scholarship
Recipient: Brittany Burton (center), Winston 
Academy
Donor representatives: Bobby and Ann Moody
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Dr. Margaret Mosal Memorial
Recipient: Dustin Cullen (right), Leake 
Academy
Donor representative: Sandy Wedgeworth

Ben Myers Memorial
Recipient: Jordan Clearman (left), Neshoba 
Central; and Blake Gordon (not pictured), 
Philadelphia
Donor representative: Jewell Parks 

Rev. John Lambert Neill Memorial
Recipient: Madison Nowell, Winston Academy

Newton Rotary Club Scholarship
Recipient: Jeremy Carson (right), Newton 
County; and Claire Griffin (not pictured), 
Newton County
Donor representative: Chris Phillips

Polk and Jennie Pace Scholarship
Recipient: Matt Graham (center), Lake
Donor representatives: Gerald and Reba 
DeBari

Charles P. and Bonnie S. Phillips 
Scholarship
Recipient: Jordan Wigington (center), Lake
Donor representatives: Charles and Glenda 
Malone

Roscoe C. Pugh Memorial
Recipient: Kameron Boulton, Newton County

Shirley Renaud Memorial
Recipient: Kelsey Tadlock (center), Newton 
County
Donor representatives: Joe and Nona Renaud

Regina Gail Gibbs Rigby Scholarship
Recipients: Amber McDaniel, Forest

Ruth Round Volunteer Scholarship
Recipient: Chelsey Ezell, Newton County

Sam Rush Memorial
Recipient: Carrie McLemore (right), Neshoba 
Central
Donor representative: Brice Richardson

Elva Smith Sigrest Memorial
Recipient: Rachel Ramirez (center), Forest
Donor representatives: Betty Bustin (left) and 
Ann Williams
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Dr. Omar Simmons Memorial
Recipient: Jasmine Pickens, Newton

Jay B. and Frances Harris Smith 
Scholarship
Recipient: Darin Hillman, Sebastopol

Willis W. “Bubba” Smith Scholarship
Recipient: Melissa Manues, Newton County

Southern AgCredit Scholarship
Recipient: Malori Jones, Puckett

State Farm Insurance Scholarship
Recipient: Kitty Stewart (center), Philadelphia
Donor representatives: Bob Douglas (left) of 
Newton and Will Wren (right) of Meridian

Wallace Strickland Rush Health Systems
Scholarship
Recipient: Marlee Rhodes (right), Neshoba 
Central
Donor representative: Tim Moore

Taylor Advanced Machining and Welding
Recipients: Dillan Warren (center, machining), 
Neshoba Central; and Deonta Hawthorn (right, 
welding), Louisville High School, 
Donor representative: Rod Shealy

Larry B. Therrell Memorial
Recipients: Joshua Peoples (center), Leake 
Academy
Donor representatives: Paula and Steve 
Therrell.

Charles and Judy Dowdle Thomas 
Scholarship
Recipient: Lashundra Rush (center), Philadel-
phia
Donor representatives: Charles and Judy Thomas

Kinoth and Ella Mae Thornton 
and Emerson Electric Scholarship
Recipient: Tanner Fortenberry (center), Union
Donor representatives: Kinoth and Ella Mae 
Thornton

Dustan Todd Memorial
Recipient: Chris Morgan (right), Newton 
County
Donor representative: Ann Todd

Thomas W. Thrash Memorial
Recipient: Katie Reeves (right), Newton 
County
Donor representative: Jeanette Thrash



29

James M. Vance Scholarship
Recipient: Brian Young (right), Noxapater
Donor representative: James M. Vance

U.S. Electrical Motors Scholarship
Recipient: Alex Stuart, Neshoba Central

Ovid and Carol Vickers Scholarship
Recipient: Claire Tadlock (center), Newton 
County
Donor representatives: Carol and Ovid Vickers

Arno and Ruth Vincent Scholarship
Recipient: Ryan Shotts, Louisville

Lavern and Elizabeth Vowell Memorial
Recipient: Haleigh Graham, Neshoba Central

Captain Charles E. Ward Scholarship
Recipient: Caleb McKee (center), Neshoba 
Central
Donor representatives: Nancy Quinn (left) and 
Gloria Joiner

Weems Family Scholarship
Recipient: Lucas Calvert (right), Neshoba 
Central
Donor representative: Martha Weems Cheney

Warrior Golf Classic Scholarship
Recipients: Tiana Grover (center), Newton 
County Academy; and Turner Stevens (right), 
Carthage
Donor representative: Jerald Everett

Jack and Mary Jo White Scholarship
Recipient: Hannah Farmer (center), Newton 
County
Donor representatives: Bobby C. Jones (left) 
and Sandra B. Jones

Bob Wilkerson Memorial 
Recipient: Colton Gibbs (center), Scott Central
Donor representatives: Richard (left) and Thias 
Wilkerson

Wilkes-Palmer Scholarship
Recipient: Taylor Smith, Noxapater

Jones and Carrie Williamson and
Bascom and Hattie Chisolm Scholarship
Recipient: Matt Brown, Newton County 
Academy
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With many of her former students and 
players in attendance, Lucille Wood was 
honored for her 58-year career in educa-
tion with a retirement program held before 
a packed Vickers Fine Center auditorium 
June 26, 2011, on the East Central Com-
munity College campus.

Wood, who served 55 of those years 
at her alma mater, began her remarks by 
thanking those who made the special day 
a reality:

“I know this day did not just happen 
– Dr. (Phil) Sutphin made the call but 
there were many others – including Dr. 

(Stacey) Hollingsworth in the 
Alumni Office – who planned 
the program and reception, and 
I am most grateful,” said the 
Louisville native.

Wood added she was not 
comfortable talking about her 
retirement.

“I have been on this side be-
fore,” she said. “You only get to 
retire one time from a job that 
has lasted so long and has been 
my life’s work. I cannot believe 
all you have come to share in 
this event.”

Wood also expressed ap-
preciation to those providing 
comments during the program. 
In addition to Dr. Sutphin, pro-
gram participants were Henry 
B. “Bubba” Hudspeth of Lou-
isville, Chair, Mississippi State 
Board for Community Colleges 
and former ECCC Board of 

Trustees Chairman; Ovid Vickers, retired 
ECCC faculty member; Bart Gregory, 
Assistant Athletic Director, Annual Giv-
ing, Mississippi State University; and Dr. 
Pamela A. Catledge Kirk, retired MSU 
faculty member, who provided remarks. 
Also participating in the program were 
ECCC staff members Natalie Emmons, 
keyboard/music instructor, prelude/inter-
lude; and Scott Hill, head softball coach, 
invocation.

During her remarks, Wood mentioned 
the three individuals “who are responsible 
for who I am today – Janie Sullivan, Arno 
Vincent and Dr. Brad Tucker.”

“Mrs. Sullivan taught education and 
psychology and sponsored the education 
association and many clubs on campus. 
She loved flowers and we never had an 
assembly program that she did not have 
flowers on the stage. She helped many 
students and was responsible for me at-
tending Mississippi Southern (University 
of Southern Mississippi). Some say I am 
a lot like Mrs. Sullivan- she had a humor-
ous side but did not tolerate silliness. 
One day a boy said, ‘Hey, Mrs. Sullivan,’ 
she replied, ‘Cows eat hay – when you 
address me, you say Good Morning, Mrs. 

Hundreds Pay Tribute to Retiring Lucille Wood 

See WOOD, Next Page

     ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin welcomes the large crowd to Miss Lucille Wood’s Retirement Program held Sunday, June 26, 
2011, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center auditorium. Also pictured are Miss Wood and program participants (from left) Henry B. 
“Bubba” Hudspeth, Ovid Vickers, Bart Gregory and Dr. Pam Kirk.

    Miss Wood provided many humorous as well as 
informative comments during her remarks.
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WOOD: Continued from Previous Page

Sullivan…Good Afternoon, 
Mrs. Sullivan….and Good 
Evening, Mrs. Sullivan.’”

Regarding Vincent, for-
mer ECCC president, coach 
and teacher, Wood said;

“Arno Vincent hired 
me to come back to East 
Central to teach…women’s 
basketball, which had been 
discontinued in 1954. There 
were girls who wanted to 
play (basketball) outside of 
intramurals, and Mr. Vincent 
approved of us playing some 
independent teams. On that 
team was Sue Gunter – who 
could deny Sue Gunter (the 
late Louisiana State Univer-
sity women’s head basketball 
coach and former basketball 
standout) of playing basket-
ball – the only sport she had 
ever known from high school

“Mr. Vincent was a 
brilliant man – understood 
people – and let us use our 
educational training, said 
Wood.

Of Dr. Tucker, Wood said, 
“Dr. Tucker was my dean. 
He understood me and my 
program and gave me the 
opportunity to teach physical 
education. He knew the dif-
ference between athletics and 
physical education. I thank 
Dr. Tucker for letting me be 
the teacher I always wanted 
to be.”

Wood also provided her 
views on education.

“Students and teachers 
are the most important part 
of education,” she said. “Mr. 
Vincent said, ‘A good teacher 
can do more sitting on the 
end of a log than a poor 
teacher with all the equip-
ment in the world.’”

Wood, whose list of 
classes taught include health, 
introduction to physical 
education, first aid and recre-
ation, said she worries about 
the student-teacher relation-
ship.

“When I ask my students who their 
teachers are – many don’t even know 
their names,” she said. “We are losing that 
teacher-student relationship in education.”

On a more positive note, Wood dis-
cussed her effort in providing athletic op-
portunities for women. She and Sue Ross 
of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College helped lead the way for equality 
for women athletes.”

“Some of the other junior colleges 
joined our efforts and we were able to 
field several teams and have a state tourna-
ment,” she recalled.

Wood noted it was in 1975-76 that the 
first scholarships were provided female 
athletes, and “the junior colleges led the 
way,” she added with pride.

Although she is regarding as a pioneer 
for women’s athletics, Wood said she is 
“most proud” of her work in establishing 
the Memorabilia Room, located in Burton 
Memorial Library.

“With the help of librarians Gloria 
Johnson and Gail Wood, the Memorabilia 
Room looks like it should - a museum. 
These ladies did a great job in accepting 
only the best furnishings for this very 
important part of our campus.”

Wood also mentioned the current fund-
raising project under way – the renovation 
of Founders Gym.

“It’s going to cost millions to fund the 
Founders Gym project but it’s going to 
be worth it….it’s going to be beautiful….
and I know you want to be a part of this 
fundraising effort.” 

Wood said she could not close her com-
ments without mentioning the hundreds of 
students who came her way over the past 
58 years.

“I am going to miss my students,” she 
said with a sigh. “They helped keep me 
young all these years. Most were good 
students….many chose education as their 
career choice…and East Central helped 
changed their lives…for the better.”

She concluded, “Thank you all for 
coming today….we ask God’s blessings 
on this college…may we continue to have 
strong leadership – those who love this 
school and her people.”

Mrs. Mary Tucker of Decatur offers congratulations to 
Miss Wood on her retirement during a reception held in 
the Molly McGee Gold Room. At left is Mrs. Tucker’s hus-
band, former Dean of Instruction Dr. Brad Tucker. Also 
shown are Ollie Fay Woodward Flint of Philadelphia 
and retired ECCC faculty member Ovid Vickers, who was 
among participants in Miss Wood’s Retirement Program.

Miss Wood is shown with Forest natives Patsy Tadlock 
Hollingsworth (left) of Morton and her sister, Betty 
Tadlock Haney of Brandon, who were among “Coach” 
Wood’s many former players who were in attendance to 
honor the longtime educator on her retirement.

Charlie Waggoner of Starkville congratulates Miss Wood 
on her retirement, a career that spanned 58 years in edu-
cation. Sitting next to “Coach” Wood are former players 
(from left) and fellow ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame mem-
bers Wanda Blackwell McPhail of Meridian and Lucy 
Young of Vicksburg.



Athletic teams at East Central Community College in Deca-
tur have once again been recognized for academic excellence 
by the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA), 
according to a news release from the national office in Colorado 
Springs, Colo.

Approximately 370 NJCAA teams qualified for academic team 
accolades and more 1,470 student-athletes met the requirements 
for individual honors, according to Mark Krug, NJCAA Director 
of Media Relations and Assistant Executive Director. 

The Lady Warrior softball and tennis squads were named NJ-
CAA Academic Teams of the Year for 2010-11 for achieving the 
highest grade point averages in their respective categories. 

Earning NJCAA All-Academic Team honors were the Col-
lege’s baseball, golf, women’s soccer and men’s tennis squads.

“We are very proud of our student-athletes and coaches for 
this outstanding achievement,” said ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin. “EC stands for academic quality and to have that dem-
onstrated in our athletic program is confirmation of that success.”

EC’s softball team posted a 3.69 grade point average to claim 
top honors for a second straight year. The 2011 squad, which 
was also named MACJC Women’s Academic Team of the Year, 
captured the program’s first MACJC State Tournament title and 
tied for fifth in the NJCAA Division II National Softball Champi-
onship en route to a 37-15 record.

Scott Hill serves as head coach and Kristin Chaney is his as-
sistant.

The Lady Warrior tennis team garnered the top spot in the 
academic competition with a 3.65 grade point average. The squad 
was a co-recipient of the prestigious honor in 2010.

Dianne and Pat O’Neill and Kyle Watson serve as coaches.
The Lady Warrior soccer team compiled a 3.54 grade point 

average and placed second in the nation behind Sussex County 
Community College in Newton, New Jersey, which posted a 3.58 
GPA.

The women’s soccer squad received NJCAA Academic Team 
of the Year honors in 2010 after posting a 3.45 grade point aver-

age.
Kenneth Thompson serves as head coach.
The men’s tennis team finished seventh with a 3.34 grade 

point average. The Warrior squad earned academic team of the 
year honors in 2010.  

Dianne and Pat O’Neill and Kyle Watson serve as coaches.
The Warrior golf team posted a 3.05 grade point average and 

the baseball squad compiled a 3.0 GPA. 
Chris Clark serves as golf coach and Neal Holliman leads the 

Diamond Warrior program. His assistants are Michael Avalon, 
Hunter Vick and Jesus Aleman.

Numerous ECCC student-athletes also qualified as NJCAA 
Academic All-Americans, as previously announced.

Recognized for Superior Academic Achievement (3.80 to 3.99 
GPA) include Anna Alexander (tennis), Summer Alexander (soft-
ball) and Kasie Buckley (softball) and Jessica Harrison (soccer), 
all of Little Rock; Tyler Brant (baseball), Southaven; softball 
team members Sarah Breland, Abbie Joiner and Lauren Nicholas 
and tennis player Walt Stinson, all of Philadelphia; Chelsea Jones 
(softball), Enterprise; and Monica Vincent (soccer), Decatur.

Recipients of Exemplary Academic Achievement (3.60 to 3.79 
GPA) include Ashley Boulton (soccer), Newton; Bobby Bryan 
(baseball), Crossett, Ark.; Vincent Kortbawi (baseball), Mound-
ville, Ala; Joel McKee (baseball), Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn 
(soccer), Decatur; Joey Walker (soccer), Hickory; and Kathryn 
White (soccer), Meridian.

The National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) is 
the governing body of two-year college athletics, offering endless 
athletic and academic opportunities to college students. 

It is the second largest national intercollegiate athletic organi-
zation in the United States with more than 500 member schools in 
43 states. Each year approximately 50,000 student-athletes com-
pete in one of 28 different sports and the organization sponsors 
48 national championship events and nine bowl games each year.

For more information, visit www.njcaa.org.  

Athletic Teams Recognized Nationally 
for Academic Excellence

If you are an alumni or friend of the college and would like to receive e-mail 
announcements and newsletters from the Alumni Association, please send your 
name, class year, and e-mail address to sholling@eccc.edu.

New E-Mail Addresses Needed 
for All Alumni and Friends
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CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT
Cox and Associates Insurance (54)-Aubry Cox, Jimmie Bell 
and Larry Waggoner, all of Carthage and Bob Jordan of Kos-
ciusko 
Southern Pine Electric Power (56)- Chad Lewis and Jason 
Mangum, both of Decatur, and Jason Siegfried and Michael 
Tolbert, both of Brandon
Howard Industries (56)- Rusty Thoms and Craig Robertson, 
both of Madison, Michael Greene of Birmingham and Mark 
Power of Pearl
Stifel Nicolaus & Company (57)- Chris Harris and Cole Harris, 
both of Decatur, and Brian Temple and Barry Boatner, both of 
Meridian
Community Bank (57) -Steve Gibson and Randy Dilley, both of 
Forest and Tim Leitaker and Matt Gregory, both of Carthage
Ron Perkins Team (57) -Ron Perkins and John Wright, both of 
Louisville, Travis Naccarato of Canton and Chris Hallmark of 
Brandon
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia (58) -Ken Jones, Rusty 
Barnett and James Jones, all of Decatur and Trey Davis of Col-
linsville

FIRST FLIGHT 
IN Sports, Inc. (59)- Greg Nowell, Jason Fulton and Jim Eakes, 
all of Philadelphia, and Wes Kight of Louisville
Van Chancellor Team (60) -Heze Chancellor of Louisville and 
Nick Shelton, Scott Watkins and Wes Carter, all of Kosciusko
Tyson Foods of Forest (62) -David Mantooth of Fayetteville, 
AR, Ray Ables of Brandon, Stan Varner of Magee and Eddie 
McDill of Forest
Newton Junction (62) -Joey Walters and Michael Graham, both 
of Union, Neil Pettigrew of Philadelphia and Wayne Heilbronner 
of Kosciusko
First Financial Bank Team 1 (62) -Brad Ogletree and N.L. Car-
son, both of Carthage, and Jerry Bullard and Chris Hegi, both of 
El Dorado, AR
Polycom/BT Conferencing (62) - Roger Whitlock and Joseph 
Knight, both of Union, and Ronnie Westbrook and Chris Clark, 
both of Decatur

SECOND FLIGHT
First Financial Bank Team 2 (63) - Billy Mack Stuart, Terry 
Thomas and Van Ray Bowman, all of Carthage and Steve Cam-
eron of El Dorado, AR 
Chahta Enterprise (63) - James Robinson of Choctaw, Dereck 
Skidmore of Baton Rouge and Mark McKay and Ryan McKay, 
both of Philadelphia
La-Z-Boy South Team 1 (64) - Ronnie Poythress of Meridian, 
Randy McDill of Decatur, Brian Waddell of Philadelphia and 
Danny Simoneau of Louin 
Glynn Griffing and Associates (67) - Glynn Griffing of Jackson, 
Milton Walker and Gage Walker, both of Brandon, and Calvin 

Herring of Terry
Dr. John and Dr. Betsy Mann Team (68) - Dr. John Mann, Dr. 
Betsy Mann and Dale Joyner, all of Philadelphia and Andy Sharp 
of Union
Valley Services, Inc. (69) - Tau Iosia of Meridian, Carl Wolf 
of Pelahatchie and Marty Puckett and Randy Roberts, both of 
Brandon),
La-Z-Boy South Team 2 (70) - Don Mather and Chris Davis, 
both of Decatur, Kevin Rigdon of Union and Tom Keith of Deca-
tur
Tyson Foods of Carthage (74) - Carl McCann of Madden and 
Jarl O’Barr, John Kyker and Mike Smith, all of Brandon

Annual Warrior Golf Classic 
Nets Nearly $8,200 for Scholarships

     Cox and Associates of Carthage captured a third-straight War-
rior Golf Classic by recording an 18-under par 54 in the four-per-
son select held June 30 on the Oaks Course at the Dancing Rabbit 
Golf Club in Choctaw. The Cox team has won the corporate 
division for four consecutive years. Team members include (from 
left) Larry Waggoner and Aubry Cox, both of Carthage; Bob 
Jordan of Kosciusko; and Jimmie Bell of Carthage. 

Twenty-one teams participated in the annual ECCC Alumni 
Association-sponsored fundraiser for student scholarships, which 
this year netted nearly $8,200.

“We want to express a big thank-you to all the golfers and 
sponsors who helped make the Warrior Golf Classic one of the 
most successful in its 10-year history,” said tournament coordina-
tor Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, executive director of Foundation 
and Alumni Relations. “Thanks to the generous support of our 
alumni and friends of the College, more than $35,000 in scholar-
ships has been awarded to area students since the tournament’s 
inception in 2001.”

For more information on the ECCC Warrior Golf Classic, 
contact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, 601-635-6327 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 327. Her e-mail address is sholling@eccc.edu.
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 GOLD 
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia 
Community Bank (Forest)
Cox & Associates Insurance (Carthage)
First Financial Bank (Carthage)
Glynn Griffing & Associates (Jackson)
Howard Industries (Laurel)
IN Sports, Inc (Philadelphia)
La-Z-Boy South (Newton)
Drs. John & Betsy Mann (Philadelphia)
Southern Pine Electric Power Association (Newton)
Tyson Foods, Inc. (Carthage and Forest)
Valley Services, Inc. (Jackson)
Wal-Mart Supercenter (Philadelphia)

SILVER 
ESCO Corporation (Newton) 

BRONZE
B & G Equipment, Inc. (Philadelphia)
Senator Terry C. Burton (Newton)
Greg & Flo Henley (Starkville)
Vaughn Brothers, Inc. Popeyes Chicken & 
   Biscuits (Forest, Meridian & Philadelphia)
Watkins, Ward and Stafford (Philadelphia)

HOLE-IN-ONE
All Par 3s – ECCC Foundation, Inc.

TEAM 
BT Conferencing/Polycom
Chahta Enterprise (Choctaw)
Van Chancellor (Baton Rouge, LA)
La-Z-Boy South (Newton)
Newton Junction (Newton)
Ron Perkins (Louisville)
Stifel Nicolaus & Co. (Meridian) 

DRIVE the MIDDLE CONTEST 
Birdies for Charity (Jackson)

FOOD & BEVERAGES 
Jerald and Rita Everett (Clinton) 
Valley Services, Inc. (Jackson)

DOOR PRIZES 
John Boutwell (Clinton)
Ann H. Burkes (Decatur)
Cadence Bank (Philadelphia)
Citizens National Bank (Philadelphia) 
East Central Community College Alumni Association
East Central Community College Bookstore
Jerald and Rita Everett (Clinton)
Dr. Bob Tom Johnson (Forest)
La-Z-Boy, South (Newton)
Dayna Morgan (Philadelphia)
Regions Bank (Philadelphia)
Jeanette B. Thrash (Decatur)

Championship Flight, Runners-Up-The Southern Pine 
Electric Power team took runner-up honors in the Warrior Golf 
Classic. Team members include (from left) Chad Lewis of De-
catur, Michael Tolbert of Brandon, Jason Mangum of Decatur 
and Jason Seigfried of Brandon. 

Championship Flight, Third-Place Winners-The Howard 
Industries team finished third in the Warrior Golf Classic. 
Team members include (from left) Rusty Thoms of Madison, 
Michael Greene of Birmingham, Mark Powers of Pearl and 
Craig Robertson of Madison. 

WARRIOR GOLF CLASSIC SPONSORS
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First Flight  Winners-The IN Sports, Inc. team took First Flight 
honors. Team members include (from left) Jim Eakes of Philadel-
phia, Wes Kight of Louisville, and Greg Nowell and Jason Fulton, 
both of Philadelphia. 

First Flight  Runners-Up-The Van Chancellor team finished 
First Flight runners-up. Team members include (from left) Nick 
Shelton and Scott Watkins, both of Kosciusko; Heze Chancellor 
of Louisville; and Wes Carter of Kosciusko. 

First Flight,  Third Place-The Tyson Foods of Forest team 
finished third in the First Flight. Team members include (from 
left) Eddie McDill of Forest, Ray Ables of Brandon, David 
Mantooth of Fayetteville, AR; and Stan Varner of Magee. 

Second Flight Winners- The First Financial Bank Team 2 
claimed Second Flight honors Team members include (from 
left) Steve Cameron, El Dorado, AR; and Van Ray Bowman, 
Terry Thomas and Billy Mack Stuart, all of Carthage.  

Second Flight Runners-Up- The Chahta Enterprise team fin-
ished Second Flight runners-up. Team members include (from 
left) James Robinson of Choctaw, Derek Skidmore of Baton 
Rouge and Ryan McKay and Mark McKay, both of Philadel-
phia. 

Second Flight,  Third Place-The La-Z-Boy South Team 1 fin-
ished third in the Second Flight. Team members include (from 
left) Randy McDill of Decatur, Ronnie Poythress of Meridian, 
Brian Waddell of Philadelphia and Danny Simoneau of Louin. 
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It’s time once again to renew your commitment to the East Central Community College Alumni Association.  
Thanks to past support by loyal alumni and friends, the Association was able to fund three full-tuition scholarships for 
deserving EC students.   

Your annual Alumni Association contributions help to continue the growth of the Association and to benefit the 
next generation of alumni.  Membership dues run on a fiscal year basis (July 1 to June 30).  Annual dues are $10 single 
and $15 joint, or you may pay your lifetime membership dues, $100 single lifetime or $150 joint lifetime.  If you are 
already a lifetime member, please consider making a general donation to the Alumni Association.  

Checks should be made payable to the ECCC Alumni Association and mailed to P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327.

Renew Your Alumni Association Membership  

National SkillsUSA Award Winners
 

      These East Central Community College students 
won honors at the 2011 National SkillsUSA Leadership 
Conference held June 22-24 in Kansas City, MO. Ash-
ley Dearman (left) of Enterprise and Lauren Breedlove 
(right) of Philadelphia placed fourth in the Promotional 
Bulletin Board competition, and Nancy Coats (center) of 
Philadelphia finished 20th in Culinary Arts. Dearman and 
Breedlove are cosmetology students and Coats is enrolled 
in culinary arts technology. Advisers are Wanda Brackeen 
and Alexei Huguley, respectively.  (Submitted photo)

Wood Honored at Louisville Bank
Recently retired East Central Community College faculty 
member and former coach Lucille Wood (seated) of Louis-
ville was honored by employees at Renasant Bank in Lou-
isville on July 8, 2011, in recognition of her 58 years of ser-
vice in education. Wood was treated to lunch at the bank and 
visited with many of her former students and other ECCC 
alumni during the celebration. Wood is shown with a framed 
copy of the Warrior magazine cover which was presented 
to her by alumnus Clarence M. (Buster) McAdory (1966-
67). McAdory is shown standing behind Miss Wood. Other 
EC alumni shown include (first row, from left) David K. 
Boydstun (1982-84), Mary Margaret Kirk (2009-10), Tonya 
Trosper (2008-11) and Sherry Rogers Suttle (1976-78); and 
(back row, from left) Sheila McClure McMillan (1981-83), 
Linda Popec (1997-98) and Dow Thomas (1994-96), all Re-
nasant Bank staff members. (Photo courtesy Joseph McCain, 
Winston County Journal).       
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Rockin’ Into Retirement
 

      Lucille Wood sits comfortably in an engraved Boston 
Rocker which was  presented to the longtime East Central 
Community College faculty member and former coach at 
her retirement program Sunday, June 26, 2011, in the Vick-
ers Fine Arts Center. Wood retired after 58 years service 
in the state’s community and junior college system. The 
Louisville native began her employment at ECCC in 1956. 
Participating in the tribute were ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin; Henry B. “Bubba” Hudspeth, Chair, Missis-
sippi State Board for Community Colleges; Ovid Vickers, 
retired ECCC Humanities instructor; Bart Gregory, Assistant 
Athletic Director Annual Giving, Mississippi State Univer-
sity; Dr. Pamela A. Catledge Kirk, retired Mississippi State 
University faculty member; Scott Hill, ECCC head softball 
coach; and Natalie Emmons, ECCCC keyboard/music 
instructor. A reception was held in the Molly McGee Gold 
Room in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria followed the special 
program. 

Hill Receives MACJC Honor
 
     East Central Community College head softball coach Scott Hill displays 
a plaque he received after being chosen Mississippi Association of Com-
munity and Junior Colleges (MACJC) Softball Coach of the Year. Coach 
Hill led the 2011 Lady Diamond Warriors to the program’s first state title 
and a fifth place tie in the NJCAA Division II Softball National Champion-
ship en route to a 37-15 record. It’s the second-straight coach of the year 
honor for Hill, who received Region 23 accolades in 2010 after leading the 
Lady Diamond Warriors to the program’s first region title and a fourth-place 
finish in the national tournament. The 2010 softball squad finished with a 
record 47 victories, 11 losses and one tie. Hill has led the ECCC softball 
program for the past eight years and has compiled an overall 277-108-1 
record, which also includes three MACJC Central Division titles. Prior to 
joining the ECCC coaching staff, Hill successfully led baseball and softball 
programs at Philadelphia High School. A graduate of Forest High School, 
Hill received an associate’s degree at ECCC and earned bachelor and 
master’s degrees in physical education at Mississippi State University. He 
is married to the former Melissa Polk of Brandon and they have two sons, 
Joel and Lee. 
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 It’s been almost 10 years since Nicole 
Weaver of Forest dropped out of high 
school as a 17-year-old sophomore.

 Weaver, one of four speakers who 
provided remarks during the annual GED 
(General Educational Development) 
Graduation held July 14 at East Central 
Community College in Decatur, admitted 
she quit school “because I thought I didn’t 
need school….I knew everything… and 
other things were more important.”

 Weaver soon realized she needed to 
have a high school diploma and enrolled 
in GED- Preparation classes in 2002. She 
took the exam and passed all sections 
except math and reading.

Instead of retaking the GED exam, she 
began a family – her son Alex Weaver 
was born in 2003 and daughter, Destiny 
Weaver, in 2007. 

Unable to land a job to support her 
family, Weaver received assistance from 
her grandmother (Bobbie Ellis), who 
moved in with her in 2007.

“She helped me so much. Then on 
March 20, 2011, our world stood still. 
My grandmother had a stroke and our 
lives were changed forever,” Weaver said 
during her testimonial before a packed 
Huff Auditorium. “She never gave up on 
me and I didn’t want to disappoint her 
or my mother (Teresa Ellis). So I started 
taking ABE (Adult Basic Education) and 
GED classes on April 4 at the Forest/Scott 
County Career and Technology Cen-
ter. I worked really hard and passed the 
exam on May 21…10 years after quitting 
school…and here I am…a proud gradu-
ate of East Central’s GED Program!” she 
stated.

Weaver continued, “I’ve made my 
mom and granny proud of me…and now I 
can continue my education and make a life 
for me and my kids.”

Weaver, whose goal is to become a 
cosmetologist or certified nurse assistant, 
also expressed appreciation to her instruc-
tors for their support.

“Thanks to East Central for provid-
ing the GED classes and a very special 
thanks to my teachers, Teresa Lovett and 
Elizabeth Nutt. I am finally graduating in 

cap and gown…and if I can do it, anybody 
can!”

Also providing testimonials were Mi-
cah Prather of Carthage, Devyn Hughes of 
Lake and Wiley McCarter of Lena.

Prather, 29, said he began working on 
his GED in 2001.

“I, too, have had obstacles (to over-
come) but I did not let them slow me 
down,” he stated. “I am reminded of a 
passage of scripture that says, ‘I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens 
me’….and do it I did!”

Prather said his inspiration to succeed 
comes from his mother, Debbie Prather, a 
registered nurse.

“When my mom was born, she was 
blind in one eye. She helped rear her 
brothers and sisters when her dad wasn’t 
there. Her road was rough and bumpy, 
but she did not give up or let anybody 
push her down as she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing.”

Prather added, “Some people say I take 
after my dad (Waid), but I think I take af-
ter my mom, because I have learned from 

her not to give up.”
Prather also expressed appreciation to 

those who helped him along the path to his 
GED diploma.

“First, I want to thank the two sweetest 
ladies I know, Mrs. Carmel Carlisle and 
Mrs. Modean Cross (GED instructors for 
classes at Morton Library). They do more 
than help you with your GED….they share 
their faith with you and send you out into 
the world.

“East Central Community College, I 
thank you for helping folks like me attain 
our goals. With our GEDs, we are better 
prepared to go on to school or a career or 
anything else we need to do. 

“I would also like to thank my family 
and friends for their prayers, and I say 
‘thanks’ to Dad for always saying, ‘Try, 
try again.’

“And to my brother (Pete), I say thanks 
from the bottom of my heart for what you 
have done.”

In conclusion, Prather said, “I know 
that life is not easy; that if we are going to 
make it, we’re going to have to put God 

‘If I Can Do It, Anybody Can!’
Message from GED Graduate at ECCC Ceremony

Providing testimonials during East Central Community College’s annual GED 
Graduation were (from left) Nicole Weaver of Forest, Micah Prather of Carthage, Devyn 
Hughes of Lake and Wiley McCarter of Lena.  The proud graduates are now looking 
forward to continuing their education and beginning new careers.

See GED,  Next Page 
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first and let him be in control. Lean not 
on your own understanding, acknowledge 
him and let Him direct your path.”

Prather is an active member at Trinity 
Baptist Church, where he is in the choir, 
plays guitar, serves as treasurer for the 
Baptist Men and is church training direc-
tor.

He is undecided about his future plans. 
Hughes, 18, of Lake, talked about the 

unusual path she took in school prior to 
achieving her GED diploma.

“I am not your traditional high school 
graduate,” she stated. “I went to a public 
school for three years and was home-
schooled for 10 years, which allowed me 
to include God in my studies and focus on 
the areas in which I struggled. As a home-
schooled student, I was also provided the 
opportunity to become a more responsible 
and mature young lady.”

Hughes said she knew at an early age 
what career path she would take.

“I decided at a young age that I wanted 
to be a cosmetologist. I dressed up in play 
clothes, fixed my hair and put on too much 
make-up! The older I got, the better my 
styling techniques became. For years I 
always wanted to be a cosmetologist and 
always imagined what it would be like.

“With the help of my teachers and pass-
ing this very important test, I can now live 
my dream! I never thought this day would 
come when I could say I have completed 
my studies and become a high school 

graduate! 
Hughes said her dream would not have 

been realized without the College’s ABE/
GED Program.

“Thanks to East Central Community 
College for offering a program to assist 
students with their GED. It has been a re-
warding process. I also thank my teachers, 
Mrs. (Teresa) Lovett and Mrs. (Elizabeth) 
Nutt. They were so helpful and took their 
time to help me prepare for this big step in 
my life.”

In closing, Hughes encouraged others 
to complete their high school education 
and “never let your dream die. With the 
help of God and these great teachers, you 
can accomplish anything!”

Hughes plans to enroll in cosmetology 
classes this fall at ECCC.

Her parents are Kendall and Debbie 
Hughes and she attends Goodhope Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

McCarter, 28, resides in Lena and 
works at Nordic Cold Storage in Forest. 
He is also a full-time minister at Blutcha 
Church of God in Christ in Lena.

McCarter, who attended GED classes 
at the Forest/Scott County Career and 
Technology Center, said his inspiration 
came from unfilled dreams and watching 
others succeed.

“I can remember as a child I always 
had dreams in my life. I can remember 
wanting to be a firefighter…but those 
dreams never materialized. As I got older, 

I learned better. As mistakes came my 
way, it seems like they pushed my dreams 
further back. After God called me into the 
ministry, I began to want to do better.

“But what inspired me to take my edu-
cation to the next level was when I saw all 
the people succeeding except me. So I was 
inspired by lots of people. When my future 
wife (Phyllis Chisolm) graduated from 
college, I was also motivated to do better.”

McCarter expressed appreciation to the 
College’s ABE/GED instructors for their 
assistance in helping him succeed.

“So many good people came my way to 
help, including Mr. David Kerr and Mrs. 
Paula Kerr, who were a great inspiration 
to me. They worked with me one-on-one 
on several occasions. I also want to thank 
Mrs. (Teresa) Lovett and Mrs. (Elizabeth) 
Nutt for taking time out for me as well.”

McCarter, whose goal is a career in the 
medical field, encouraged others to get an 
education and fulfill their dreams.

“No matter how old you are, you can 
succeed. No matter what you go through 
in life, you can succeed. Keep God first 
and everything will work out. To those 
who need GED, go for it. You will make 
it! Keep praying and always keep trying. 
Never give up. You can do it!”   

 To learn more about the College’s 
ABE/GED Program, contact Ryan Clarke, 
director, 601-635-6378 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 387. His e-mail ad-
dress is rclarke@eccc.edu.

GED: Continued from Previous Page

FRIENDS OF THE WALL O’ SOUND
With the continued growth of the ECCC band, demands for equipment and facilities have created challenges on the financial 

resources available for the department.  Under the direction of Thomas Carson, the band program has developed a tremendous 
surge in participation and programs.  In addition to the 180+ member “Wall O’ Sound” marching band, a concert band, jazz band, 
nationally touring rock and roll band (The Collegians), percussion ensemble, and touring marching drum line round out a very 
diverse and active program available to the EC students.

The ECCC foundation is making available to all alumni and fans of the band, an opportunity to “help make music” through 
financial support.  These funds will be used to purchase much needed equipment and facilities necessary to maintain a modern, up 
to date program.

As a member of the “Friends of the Wall O’ Sound,” you may offer your financial support as follows:
Maestro Level .............................................. $1,000 or more
Conductor Level ........................................................... $500
Director Level ............................................................... $250
Section Leader Level .................................................... $100
First Chair Level ............................................................ $ 50
Band Aide Level ........................................................... $  25

(All contributions are tax deductible when made payable to the East Central Community College Foundation, Inc.)
For more information contact the Foundation Office toll free at 1-877-462-3222 ext. 327 or call 601-635-6327 or email us at 

sholling@eccc.edu or mail to the ECCC Foundation, Inc. P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327.



Alumni Weddings
Megan Barfield to Ryan Brister
Heidi Dawn Barrier to Rodney Scott Lowrey
Brittany Jade Cushman to Nicholas Cody Shaw
Lesley JoAnna Daugherty to Aaron Lamar Wade
Mandy Eakes to Justin Clearman
Peggy Ann Haralson to Steven Cox
Britini Leigh Harvey to James Bryan Reeves
Gail Henderson to Richard Rickles, Jr.
Ariel Linnea Hobson to Jacob Titus Tolleson
Jana Nicole Johnson to Clarence Edgar Bowles, III
Kathy Terrelynn Jones to Mitchell Eugene Pierre
Hailey Marie Kilpatrick to Alan Fletcher Flake
Megan Montana Lancaster to Austin Ryan Pullin
Emily Lane Malone to Andrew Ladd
Timeka Morris to Marico Jones

Constance Diane Savell to Matthew Brent Wilkerson
Morgan Michelle Sharp to Dennis Wesley Day
Megan Shoemaker to Trey Sistrunk
Laura Ann Smith to Will Bryant Rouse
Keyhada Nicole Stokes to Bacardi Dewayne Smith
Morgan Nichole Stringer to Jeremy Wayne Joiner
Melanie Lynn Stroud to Joseph Calvin Williamson 
Leigh Ann Taylor to William Joel Adkins
Adriana Lyn Thaggard to Charles Andrew Jenkins
Jamie Lynn Truhett to Aaron Bruce Agent
Mary Rollins White to William Tyler Culpepper
Lesley Whitehead to Lenny Ray Boatner
Amanda Williamson to Wade Pierce
Katy Suzanne Witt to Andrew Charles Edgar
Gayla Marie Yates to Dustin Todd Stephens

My first year 1938-39 was quite a traumatic transition from a 
small high school, namely Marydell, to a junior college.

Freshman English was taught by Mr. Leon Eubanks, and our 
first test after six weeks one-half of the class failed.  If I had 
not been taught by an excellent high school teacher, I am sure I 
would have failed.

My first failure was in the subject of political science.  The 
reason for me was that I was uncomfortable with the instructor.  
I told myself that this could not continue because it was not ac-
ceptable by me and my parents for sure.  I was given a chance to 
make this up.

The first year I worked in the cafeteria to pay some on my 
tuition and the second year I cleaned the bathrooms in the dormi-
tory which is Jackson Hall.  This required less time.

My room in the dormitory was next to our Housemother, Mrs. 
Jackson.  We had to be well-behaved.

The longest time that I stayed away from home was in Febru-
ary of 1940.  The reason was a ten-inch snow.  Everything was 
shut down.

I remember Mr. Ray Gipson, the Business Manager.  He knew 
every student by his first name.  He was a kind and gracious man.

One other thing that has remained with me was that Dr. Todd, 
the President, called me into his office my last year and asked me 
why I did not go to church on Sunday mornings.  My answer was 
that I did not feel comfortable with the clothes that I had to wear.  
I was comparing mine with the more financially-able girls – or 
they appeared to be.  He seemed to accept my reason and I told 
him that I had been brought up by my parents to attend church 
and that I would continue that part of my life when I got a job and 
was financially able to be better dressed. 

I am still thankful for Dr. Todd’s interest.  My advice to all 
students is to wear whatever you have because God does not look 
at what we are wearing.  He knows what is in our heart. 

I am thankful for being able to attend East Central Community 
College and that the Class of 1940 was honored this past October 
during Homecoming Day.

Estelle Burkes Wilcox
203 S. Jordan Street
Carthage, MS 39051

Class of 1940

What I Remember About Attending ECCC
By Estelle Wilcox 
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Alumni News
Arlene Bates Monk (Class of 1995)  

graduated from Mississippi College in 
Clinton on May6, 2011 with a Masters of 
Business Education.  She is the mother of 
Nicholas and Marty Monk and the daugh-
ter of George and Alma Bates of Forest.  
She presently teaches special education at 
Forest High School in Forest, Mississippi.

Rev. Larry D. Reed, Sr. and Abigal 
Reed (Class of 1990) of Decatur, MS 
celebrated their 19th wedding anniversary 
on June 8, 2011. 

Ouida E. Barnes (Class of 1950) of 
Natchez is so proud of her children and 
grandchildren.  This year Erin Whitney 
Barnes, her granddaughter, graduated 
from LSU Medical School in Shreveport 
and begins internship in July at Common-
wealth of Virginia Hospital Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Eddie H. Johnson (Class of 1960) of 
Picayune, MS has a three year old grand-
son.  His son, Justin, went to East Central.  
Mr. Johnson says Mr. Ovid Vickers is his 
lifetime most favorite teacher and friend.  
He reads Mr. Vickers’ column every week 
in The Neshoba Democrat. 

Clyde (Class of 1943) and Maud 
Massey(Class of 1939) Blount celebrated 
their 66th wedding anniversary on March 
26, 2011.  They were married by the Rev. 
A. B. Able, pastor of the 15th Avenue 
Baptist Church in Meridian on March 26, 
1945.  

Former Diamond Warrior, Tyler Rog-
ers (Class of 2003) was named Class 1-A 
Baseball Coach of the Year after leading 
his team, the Nanih Waiya Warriors, to 
their 1st State Championship in the history 
of the school. 

James Edgar Johnston (Class of 
1959) and Louise Fortenberry Johnston 
(Class of 1959) celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on August 25, 2011. 

Justin Kyle Wilkerson and Allison 
Leigh Thornton Wilkerson announce 
the birth of Alexander Reed Wilkerson on 
May 24, 2011. 

Patsy C. Johnston’s (Class of 1952)
son, James Franklin Johnston, Jr., passed 
away on March 6, 2011 after fighting a 
courageous battle with cancer for the past 
15 months.  Patsy resides in Monroe, LA. 

Brian Hardy (Class of 1998) was 
named head baseball coach at German-
town High School in Madison County 
after serving 11 years as pitching coach at 
Madison Central High School.  

James R. (Class of 1957) and Bob-
bie Hardy (Class of 1958) celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary (March 
23, 1960) with a vacation in Pigeon Forge 
with family.  They had a lot of fun enter-

taining their 7 year old granddaughter, 
Emma. 

Gregory Guy McGarrity (Class of 
1993) has been married to Vivian Goss 
McGarrity since December 4, 2004.  He 
serves as Mayor of Sebastopol and is 
employed as a school teacher/coach at 
Sebastopol High School.  He and his wife 
are members of Rocky Hill Church of 
God and are youth leaders there.  Vivian 
is a registered dietitian at Choctaw Health 
Center.  They have one son, Gregory Luke 
McGarrity, who is four years old.  

Dan W. Lewis (Class of 1956) and his 
wife, Fay Harthcock Lewis, celebrated 
their 52nd wedding anniversary on June 
14, 2011. 

See NEWS, Next Page

41

McCaughn Named Newton’s
‘Man of the Year’

Newton attorney J. Tyler McCaughn (Attended 
1999) was selected “Man of the Year” by the Newton 
Chamber of Commerce at the chamber’s 59th annual 
membership banquet held Thursday, June 30, 2011.

McCaughn is the outgoing president of the Newton 
Chamber of Commerce and incoming president of the 
Newton Rotary Club.

He was recently named a member of the 2011 Top 
40 Under 40 Class by the Mississippi Business Journal. 

McCaughn is a partner in the law firm Monroe and 
McCaughn in Newton. The Morton native also serves 
as attorney for the City of Hickory and teaches busi-
ness law courses at ECCC.



Josh Hardy (Class of 2000) is now 
head baseball coach at Philadelphia High 
School.  After living in Calhoun, Ga., for 
five years, he and his wife, Holly (Class of 
2000), and their four daughters now reside  
in Philadelphia. 

Bill Dansby (Class of 1964) of Phila-
delphia retired from Weyerhaeuser Co. in 
2008 after 40 years with the company. 

Kenneth Stidham (Class of 1964) 
of West Chester, Ohio, retired from GE 
in February 2009 and is enjoying all that 
goes with retirement.  His youngest son, 
Steven, graduated from the University of 
Cincinnati with a master’s degree in archi-
tecture in June 2011.

Brenda W. Kirby (Class of 1962) of 
Forest is a candidate for the Mississippi 
House of Representatives. 

Brian Roland (Class of 1990) of 
Morton is the lead teacher for the EXCEL 
Learning Center after school tutoring 
program in Morton.  The purpose of the 
program is to assist students in the suc-
cessful completion of their homework and 
to build basic skills in reading, language 
and math. 

Michael and Kayla Avalon announce 
the birth of their son, Tucker Paul Avalon.  
He was born Friday, June 10, 2011.  He 
weighed 6lbs., 12 oz. and was 19 ¼ inches 
long.  He was welcomed home by his 
brother, Brooks.

Russ and Stacy Copeland Holden 
(Class of 1992) are proud to announce the 
arrival of a son, Andrew Robert Holden, 
born June 15, 2011.  He is also welcomed 
by big brother, Jackson. 

Bruce (Class of 1993) and Jenni Lee 
of Louisville announce the birth of their 
son, Tanner McKinley Lee, born on Febru-
ary 17, 2011.  He is welcomed home by 
his big brother, Brady, and his big sister, 
Madi.  Grandparents are Virgle and Sha-
ron (Class of 1993) Rodgers of Louisville 
and Bob (Class of 1969) and Debbie 
(Class of 2004) Lee of Philadelphia.

Mike and Amanda Skinner (Class of 
1999) of Forest announce the birth of their 
daughter, Emmalyn Mykal Skinner,  born 
August 24, 2011, weighing 7lbs., 1 oz. and 
19 ¾ inches long. She is welcomed by her 
big sisters, Aubrie and Anna Claire.

Pam Hillman recently had her first 
novel, Stealing Jake, published. Tyndale 
House published the book through a new 
model of publishing called “Digital First” 
with print books to hopefully follow. The 
book is a historical romance set in the late 
1800s in a small fictitious town outside of 
Chicago.

Hillman’s book won the American 
Christian Fiction Writers Genesis contest 
and is a 2011 finalist in RWA’s Golden 
Heart contest.

She and her husband, Iran, and two 
sons, Sean and Darin, live on the family 
farm outside of Conenatta. She also works 
for Hardy Manufacturing where she has 
been employed for 27 years.

For more information, visit her website 

at www.pamhillman.com.

Justin Fisher (Class of 1993) signed 
copies of his new book, “I Can’t Even 
Walk Without You Holding My Hand,” 
during Union’s annual Country Day. His 
book tells the stories of the everyday life 
of a man with cerebral palsy, and how God 
has used his disability to teach Biblical 
principles from which we can all learn.

Fisher earned bachelor and master’s 
degrees in agricultural economics from 
Mississippi State Univesrity. He has been 
employed in post-secondary education for 
more than 12 years. He currently serves 
as economics instructor at Jefferson State 
Community College, where in 2004 he 
received the Phi Theta Kappa Outstanding 
Faculty Member Award and in 2008 was 
nominated for the college’s Oustanding 
Faculty Member Award.

He has served on the Board of Direc-
tors for Special Equestrians, Inc., a thera-

NEWS: Continued from Previous Page
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‘Senior Olympian’
     
     Larry Hogue (Class of 1961) of 
Greene County is shown in action while 
playing on the Eagles of Mississippi 
basketball team in the National Senior 
Games tournament held recently in 
Houston, Texas. His team won a rib-
bon and placed fourth in their category 
among 23 teams competing in the 70-
plus age group. They lost their last of six 
games – by eight points – to an Indiana 
team that was a national champion four 
years earlier. Some 10,000 athletes from 
all over the nation and several countries 
participated in the 20 different sports 
in Houston. Senior Olympics is open to 
anyone, male and female, age 50 and 
above. Hogue said the Eagles practice 
twice weekly at the University of South-
ern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. For more 
information, contact Hogue, 601-953-
8349. (Hogue is a former staff member 
at ECCC and retired in 2001 following 
five years service as vice president for 
foundation and alumni relations).   
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peutic horseback riding facility. 
He and his wife, Kelly, are members 

of Valleydale Church in Birmingham, 
Ala., where they serve in the children’s 
ministry as well as leadership roles in their 
Life Connection Group. They have two 
children, Will and Anna Morgan.

Joseph Kyle Barrett was presented 
with the Sam and Wilda Williams Schol-
arship during Honors Convocation at 
Mississippi College. The award recipient 
is selected by the Department of Music 
faculty. 

Beverly Ballard was selected STAR 
Teacher at Winston Academy in Louis-
ville.

Dwayne Warwick of Springfield, 
Tenn., won the Tennessee Art League’s 
Memorial Award in a juried exhibition in 
Nashville with his entry “Casual Glance.”

Arthur McMillan was recently named 
Superintendent of the Biloxi School 
District. He previously served 10 years as 
superintendent of the Enterprise School 
District.

Forest Mayor Nancy Chambers cur-
rently serves as president of the Mississip-
pi Municipal League. In 2009, Chambers 
became only the third woman elected to 
the League’s leadership and she was the 
first municipal official from Forest to be 
elected as an officer in the League.

Dale Rogers of Walnut Grove recently 
published a book titled “Breakfast Will 
Never Be the Same.”

For the past 58 years, stu-
dents at East Central Commu-
nity College have attended as-
semblies, convocations, plays, 
speeches, beauty pageants, 
talent shows, musical events 
and (for a time) graduations 
in Huff Auditorium. The 
auditorium, which was built 
in 1951, is named for a Scott 
County gentleman J. Knox 
Huff, who served on the Col-
lege’s Board of Trustees for 
23 years, from the founding 
of the college in 1928 until 
1951. From 1948 until 1951, 
he served as President of the 
Board of Trustees.

Huff Auditorium was built 
during the administration of 
Dr. L.O. Todd and served a dual purpose. 
The College’s administrative offices were 
on the first floor with double stairs lead-
ing to an auditorium above. The audito-
rium will seat 1,001 people.

From the time of its construction until 
the 1960s, assemblies of the student body 
were held on Tuesday of each week. 
Students were assigned a seat number, 
and a silent roll was taken by monitors 
who listed the numbers of the vacant 
seats. Not being present constituted a 
class absence.

Over the years, enrollment has grown 
to the point that the auditorium will not 
seat the student body. Today, the building 
is chiefly used for concerts and for meet-
ings of campus organizations.

Because the college now has a sepa-
rate administration building, the first 
floor of Huff is occupied by the offices of 
public relations and publications. Some 
faculty members also have offices on this 
floor.

From the days of its construction, the 
auditorium has also been used as a com-
munity gathering place. On several occa-

sions, churches in the area have 
held services in the building.

The only college groups 
which now perform there are a 
group of musicians and singers 
who are known as the Collegians 
and the band. This group has 
such a wide following that the 
smaller auditorium in the Fine 
Arts Center cannot accommodate 
them.

For years, the College 
celebrated what was know as 
Religious Emphasis Week. Dur-
ing the five-day period, local 
ministers from the five support-
ing counties and well-known 
evangelists from across the state 
delivered sermons or messages 
of encouragement each day for 

a week.
Many well-known figures have either 

performed or spoken in this auditorium. 
During his long period of service to the 
nation as a member of the United States 
Senator, John C. Stennis spoke several 
times in Huff Auditorium. Governor Wil-
liam Winter also spoke as did Mississippi 
author Thomas Hal Phillips.

Probably the best-known performer 
to present a program was B.B. King. 

Huff Auditorium Leaves a Legacy

Huff Auditorium

See HUFF, Next Page

by Ovid Vickers
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Playing golf, traveling the world 
and attending East Central Community 
College homecomings are all part of the 
highlights of Donald “Don” Triplett’s life. 
The 1955 graduate of East Central Junior 
College said he grew up always knowing 
he was “different.” But what he might not 
have realized was that his being “differ-
ent” would be recorded as a timestamp in 
medical history as the first child of autism. 

This title came to light in October 
2010 when Triplett was interviewed by 
John Donvan and Caren Zucker and 
featured on ABC’s “Nightline” and in The 
Atlantic magazine. Donvan and Zucker 
have researched autism for years and 
sought Triplett after reviewing medical 
documents of the first reported case of 
diagnosed autism, the case of the child 
noted as Case 1... Donald T. from Forest, 
Mississippi.

“The people came from up East 
to interview me,” Triplett said. 
“They followed me around town 
and watched me play golf and do 
my normal daily routine.” 

Triplett said although he enjoyed 
meeting Donvan and Zucker, the 
experience was exciting, yet some-
what odd for him.

He said he did not know prior to 
the time of their interview that he 
could possibly be the first child of 
autism in medical history.

“I had heard the term autistic, 
I believe from Dr. (Leo) Kanner 
years ago,” Triplett said in regards 
to his condition.

The Atlantic sited that Triplett 
was “Identified in the annals of 
autism … is the initial subject 
described in a 1943 medical article 
that announced the discovery of a 
condition unlike ‘anything reported 
so far,’ the complex neurological 
ailment now most often called an 
autism spectrum disorder, or ASD. 
At the time, the condition was con-
sidered exceedingly rare, limited 
to Donald and 10 other children — 
Cases 2 through 11 — also cited in 
that first article.”

Born in September of 1933 to 
Mary McCravey Triplett and Oliver 
Triplett Jr., from an early age his 

parents knew something was “different” 
about him. They therefore sought the best 
medical advice and help for their son pos-
sible, including multiple consultations and 
correspondence with the nation’s top child 
psychiatrist at the time, a Johns Hopkins 
professor named Dr. Kanner.

Triplett said he and his parents made 
three trips to Baltimore during his child-
hood to see Dr. Kanner.

“We went once when I was five years 
old, again when I was seven and in 1943 
when I was nine and a half,” Triplett said. 
“Dr. Kanner came to see me in Forest 
when I was 11. I had no further contact 
with him.”

The visits with Dr. Kanner and his 
documentation of the behaviors of Triplett 
was the foundation of the mold created to 
assist psychiatrists in diagnosing patients 

with similar symptoms and eventually 
defining the condition known today as 
autism.

Autism Speaks, North America’s larg-
est autism science and advocacy organiza-
tion, defines autism as a complex neuro-
biological disorder that affects a person’s 
ability to communicate and develop social 
relationships, and is often accompanied by 
behavioral challenges.

A man of few words, Triplett lives his 
life happy. The 78-year-old spends his 
mornings visiting with friends having 
coffee, doing puzzles, watching television, 
exercising and traveling; but one of the top 
entertainments in Triplett’s life is golfing.

“I have been golfing since 1958, the 
last 53 years,” he said. “I golf just about 
every day at the Forest Country Club.”

Although Triplett is officially retired, 
he said he also enjoys “doing a little work 
at the bank.”

“Since 1958, I have worked at the Bank 
of Forest,” Triplett said of his career at the 
bank his maternal grandfather founded. “I 
started working as a teller, but right now I 
am retired and now I only work two days 
a week.” 

Of course, working at a bank or 
anything dealing with money was fitting 
for Triplett because of his impeccable 
skills with numbers. He said he considers 
his ability to calculate and count to be a 
hobby. Sometime during his life, Triplett 
developed a habit of assigning a number to 
anyone he met.

He lives in the house where his mother 
and father once resided, using funds from 
a trust set up by his parents.

He is also an avid traveler, having 
visited 36 foreign countries and 28 states, 
most recently taking a cruise in August to 
Mexico. He’s been on an African safari, 
numerous other cruises, and he has attend-
ed many professional golf tournaments.

Triplett said he has created many fond 
memories throughout his life, some of 
which were on the ECJC campus in Deca-
tur, where he joined the Concert Choir and 
the Drama Club.

He still recalls his first accounting 
instructor, William Haywood his Trigo-

Donald Triplett Makes Medical History

See TRIPLETT, Next Page

Don Triplett, shown as he is about to begin his 
favorite pastime-playing golf at Forest Country 
Club.
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nometry instructor, Frank Reeves; and his 
Algebra instructor, L.D. Ferguson. During 
his time at ECJC, he completed his basic 
courses, including freshmen and sopho-
more English, Algebra, Trigonometry and 
Calculus and lived in Scott Hall.

Retired ECCC faculty member Ovid 
Vickers said faculty and staff of the then 
ECJC always spoke well of Triplett.

“He did really well as a student,” Vick-
ers said. “People remembered him with 
great fondness, particularly Mrs. Frank 
Cross, who managed the student center.”

Vickers said while Triplett was at 
ECJC, he calculated the exact number of 
bricks needed to build Neshoba Hall.

“He took the length and the height 
measurements and calculated the cor-
rect number,” Vickers said of Triplett’s 
process.

As an adult, Triplett returns to his alma 
mater to attend homecoming most every 
year.

“I have attended probably over one-
third of the Homecomings since I attended 
school at East Central,” Triplett said. 
“Probably around 15 or 20 homecomings 
all together. I always enjoy going to the 
ball game and the tailgating festivities are 
a lot of fun.”

He said he enjoys returning for the 
special day to reconnect with old and new 
friends.

“I come each year to see if any of my 

old school mates come to Homecoming,” 
Triplett said. “There are always some 
there that I know and have learned to 
know throughout the years, but I always 
hope to see someone I haven’t seen since 
college.”

A 1953 graduate of Forest High School 
and 1958 graduate of Millsaps, Triplett 
said he had an enjoyable upbringing.

“I didn’t face a whole lot of chal-
lenges,” he said in regards to his autism. 
“I always knew I was different than some 
people.”

The lack of challenges as an autistic 
person, could be credited to the communi-
ty where he was reared, the city of Forest.

Donvan and Zucker reported in The At-
lantic article, “Still, it’s clear that Donald 
reached his potential thanks, in large part, 
to the world he occupied—the world of 
Forest, Mississippi—and how it decided 
to respond to the odd child in its midst… 
In Forest, it appears, Donald was show-
ered with acceptance, starting with the 
mother who defied experts to bring him 
back home from a trial period of hospi-
talization for his autism, and continuing 
on to classmates from his childhood and 
golfing partners today. Donald’s neighbors 
not only shrug off his oddities, but openly 
admire his strengths—while taking a 
protective stance with any outsider whose 
intentions toward Donald may not have 
been sufficiently spelled out. On three 

occasions, while talking with townspeople 
who know Donald, we were advised, in 
strikingly similar language each time: 
“If what you’re doing hurts Don, I know 
where to find you.” We took the point: in 
Forest, Donald is ‘one of us.’”

TRIPLETT: Continued from Previous Page

An avid golfer know for his “short” game, 
Don easily sinks this putt for the photog-
rapher.

HUFF: Continued from Previous Page
The singer John Rait, who is best known 
as the father of musical star Bonnie Rait, 
appeared in the auditorium when it served 
as a venue for the now extinct Newton 
County Concert series. Several Elvis im-
personators have also appeared.

A celebration known as Veterans Day 
or Armed Forces Day took place in this 
facility for many years. The program was 
always inspirational. Both the American 
and Mississippi flags were brought down 
the aisles, a salute was given and the 
national anthem played. A retired veteran 
usually spoke and recounted his time in 
the service and his ideas on American 
patriotism.

An event which continues to be held 
each year is the annual East Central beauty 
pageant. A large crowd always attends this 
event where a “Most Beautiful” is selected 
from a bevy of attractive young women. A 
“Most Handsome” is elected by a popular 

vote prior to the pageant and introduced 
when the Most Beautiful is announced.

Perhaps the most unusual program ever 
staged was a “womanless wedding,” spon-
sored by one of the town’s civic organiza-
tions. A quartet of men dressed as women 
sang at the wedding in high falsetto voices 
as the “wedding party” was introduced.

Until the completion of the Fine Arts 
Building, two plays were presented each 
year on the Huff stage. Included were 
memorable performances of playwright 
Tennessee Williams’ play “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof” and “Our Town” by Thornton 
Wilder.

There was a time when the weekly 
assembly program was presented by a dif-
ferent class or one of the College’s clubs. 
These programs were supplemented by 
traveling actors and musicians who were 
contract players provided by an agency in 
Memphis.

Huff Auditorium has witnessed out-
standing programs, or accompaniment, by 
faculty members Marion Thornton, Leesa 
Lee Wilkinson, Vicki Blaylock, Natalie 
Emmons and Len Bobo.

Although the auditorium was refur-
bished during the administration of Dr. 
Eddie Smith, it is once again showing 
signs of age and use. It has been in use 
for 58 years and remains a viable place to 
hold academic and public meetings.

Today, there are people residing not 
only in Mississippi but across the nation 
who were once presented a diploma when 
East Central graduations were held in Huff 
Auditorium. Others have memories of act-
ing in a play on th Huff stage or perform-
ing during a concert. Huff Auditorium 
was, and is, the centerpiece of the East 
Central campus.
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Staying fit and helping others do the 
same is the mission of Decatur native 
Ronnie Parker of Haymarket, Virginia, 
who was a standout football player at East 
Central Community College during the 
1980 and 1981 seasons.

Parker, 48, has worked independently 
as a fitness trainer since 1991 following a 
brief career in law enforcement with the 
Arlington (Virginia) County Police De-
partment.  Parker sustained a career-end-
ing injury in the line of duty and retired 
with honors.

He was a highly recruited student ath-
lete following a stellar career at Decatur 
High School, where he earned All-State 
honors in football and basketball and won 
state titles in track in the long jump and as 
a member of the 440- and 880-yard relay 
teams.

At 5-9, 164 pounds, the speedy running 
back led the team in rushing and touch-
downs his senior year. He had his choice 
of colleges to attend, but he explains why 
he chose East Central:

“My key to coming to East Central was 
Coach Ken Pouncey,” Parker said of the 
longtime former head football coach who 
lost his battle with cancer earlier this year. 
“I remember Coach Pouncey telling me 
on a campus visit that if I really wanted to 
play football to stay close at home. I did 
not pay that much attention to what he said 
because I did not know what I was going 
to do. But what he said stuck in my mind.”

Parker, who admitted to being a 
“home” boy, also wanted to stay close to 
home so friends and family – especially 
his mother (Eunice Jackson) - could watch 
him play football.

“Playing at East Central meant I was 
just 40 seconds from home,” Parker said 
with a smile. “I could jump out of Ne-
shoba Hall and run to my house to see 
Momma in 40 seconds flat…I timed it! 
That’s how close we lived to campus – 
at 32 9th Avenue. I could stand on the 
balcony of Neshoba Hall…whistle….and 
Mom knew I was on the way home. That 
was cool…”  

But Parker also wanted to attend EC 
because he knew he would have an oppor-
tunity to play football as a freshman.

“Big-time college football 
offered me scholarships but 
I knew I would not play a lot 
because the coaches are usu-
ally committed to playing the 
older guys,” Parker stated. “So 
I chose EC and did not make a 
mistake. It was the best choice 
for me to play football and get 
an education.”

Parker said he was well 
prepared for JUCO football 
under Coach Pouncey after 
playing for Coach Tenny 
Coats at Decatur High School. 
Coach Coats is a former 
ECCC head football and was 
inducted into the College’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001. 
Coach Pouncey joined the 
elite group in 2004.

“I knew Coach Coats was 
going to be a tough coach,” 
he said, “especially when I 
saw him get the attention of 
his son, Timmy, who was the 
quarterback. Coach Coats was 
a screamer and would get on 
you pretty good if you made a 
mistake. I remember standing 
next to Timmy in practice and 
thinking, ‘Oh, my goodness…
.I got to get this right…but 
sometimes I would fumble the ball and 
Coach Coats would get right in my face! 
He would scare me for two or three series 
by not letting me the run the ball….but 
then he would put me back in and I would 
make sure I held on to the ball! Coach 
Coats loved perfection…and really drove 
home that you’ve got to practice hard 
and play hard to be successful. Football 
is a mental game…he would say it’s not 
the best team that is going to win….the 
best team does not always win…but the 
team that is best prepared is going win the 
game…and I’ve thought about that a lot of 
times….and told my kids the same thing!”  

Parker said when he got to East Cen-
tral, he quickly received a new nickname 
from Coach Pouncey.

 “Coach Pouncey called me Flip,” 
Parker said with a laugh, referring to his 

likeness to the popular comedian Flip 
Wilson, now deceased. “Everybody called 
me ‘Flip’ because of Coach Pouncey. He 
would say, ‘Flip, get here and run the play 
right…..and run North and South….not 
East and West…you going to a dance or a 
ball game tonight? Run the play right!”

In addition to nicknaming Parker 
“Flip,” Coach Pouncey had unique words 
to describe some of his star players.

“He often referred to several of us as 
‘stud buzzards,’” Parker said, again with 
a laugh. ‘I know you all think you are 
stud buzzards,’ he would say…that was 
his main word…and he would continue, 
‘you all prance around here like you are 
stud buzzards…you really think you are 
something.’”

Parker said Pouncey got the players’ at-

Former Warrior Ronnie Parker Stays Fit
and Helps Others Do the Same

See PARKER Next Page

Decatur native Ronnie Parker poses on Warrior Field 
where he was a standout running back during the 1980 
and 1981 campaigns for head coach Ken Pouncey, who 
lost his battle to cancer earlier this year.
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tention with his coaching technique.

“He would let you have it then come 
around later and tell you why he got on 
you…he was just trying to get you to 
understand what he was trying to do to get 
your attention…it was a learning experi-
ence….and it worked,” Parker said.

Parker said the toughest part of football 
practice at EC were those twice daily 
workouts in August.

“The heat was the worst thing about 
the two-a-day practices,” he stated. “The 
hot weather was really something in Mis-
sissippi. We’d get up early in the morn-
ing and practice….get really sore…then 
practice again in the afternoon….the same 
routine…over and over!”

Parker said the best part of those two-
a-day practices was the time spent in the 
whirlpool.

“Thank God for the whirlpool,” Parker 
said. “If anything was wrong with you, it 
was to the whirlpool…. ‘Coach, I think I 
broke my leg… ‘Go to the whirlpool, son.’ 
It was either the icy cold whirlpool or the 
hot water whirl pool….whatever…it got 
you ready to play whether you wanted it to 
or not!”

Parker also recalls game preparations 
especially for the rival teams, such as 
Holmes, Jones County, Gulf Coast, Pearl 
River and Copiah-Lincoln. One game with 

Co-Lin stands out to Parker, even today.
“We won the game (20-17) but what I 

remember most is the hard lick I received 
from the Co-Lin defensive back….#37. 
He was probably no bigger than 5-5, 150 
pounds….but he gave me the hardest lick 
I have ever received. He hit me in the right 
thigh…and I still have problems with my 
thigh today. I really think he broke it! I’ll 
never forget it…he shook me up pretty 
good. I never got hit like that before or 
after! Coach Pouncey told me that guys 
would hit you in this league…and he was 
right!”

Parker withstood the injury to lead the 
team in rushing. He was also named Best 
Back in the MACJC South Division and 
received All-State and All-Star honors.

Parker, who graduated from EC in 1982 
after completing the College’s carpentry 
and cabinetmaking program under instruc-
tor and “good friend” Larry Blackburn, 
carried his football talents to Delta State 
University, where he again excelled in 
athletics and academics.

“I went to Delta State because of Coach 
Coats,” Parker said. Coats left Decatur 
to become an assistant at DSU, primarily 
working with defensive backs.

“Coach Coats was like a father figure…
he watched over me…kept me straight,” 
Parker said. 

Parker had two standout seasons at 
Delta State and led the team in rushing. He 
entertained offers to play in the National 
Football League and participated in try-
outs in the Canadian League. He injured 
his ankle as a free agent in New York, thus 
ending hopes for a professional career.

“Thank goodness I did not count on 
making a living praying professional foot-
ball. Parker said, referring to his degree 
in criminal justice and minor in sociology 
from DSU.

“Coach Coats pushed me to get my 
degree…and reminded me that only a few 
make it to the NFL…but with a degree…I 
can make it.”

Parker began his career in law enforce-
ment in 1988, soon after his marriage to 
the former Phyllis Mallard of Georgetown. 
The two met while students at Delta State. 
(“Besides marrying me, of course, her 
other claim to fame is that she is an aunt 
to professional basketball player Erik 
Dampier!”) 

Parker started his fitness training busi-

ness in 1987 on a part-time basis. When he 
retired from law enforcement in 1991, he 
became a full-time private contractor and 
fitness trainer.

Parker operates his business under 
the name “Fitness First” and utilizes four 
gyms.

“The business has grown bigger than I 
ever dreamed,” he stated.  “God has truly 
blessed me, my family and my business.”

Parker sets up fitness programs for a 
lot of companies and individuals and also 
keeps himself in good shape.

“My weight was up and down like a 
yo-yo for a long time until I learned a lot 
about nutrition…and it made a difference. 
I don’t diet anymore….I follow a weight 
management program that I also provide 
for my clients. I also exercise on a regular 
basis, which is very important to maintain-
ing weight as well as good health. ”

Parker said his youngest client is seven 
years old the oldest…..is 87!

“Are there different programs for dif-
ferent ages? Of course,” Parker said. “But 
the key to good health for any age is to not 
only maintain a healthy diet but to always 
keep moving…stay active!”

Parker is also a motivational speaker 
and uses his speaking abilities to help 
people understand the importance of 
proper nutrition and exercise.

He said he emphasizes that a diet 
“never works” and that getting and being 
fit is a “life-style change.”

When he is not helping others with 
their fitness goals, Parker spends as much 
time as possible with his family.

He and Phyllis have a son, Rex, and 
a daughter, Bristy. Rex is a senior com-
munications major at Indiana University 
in Bloomington, where he is also a track 
standout, excelling in the triple jump and 
long jump in Big 10 Conference competi-
tion. Bristy is a junior at North Carolina 
Wesleyan College in Rocky Mountain, 
N.C., where she is pursuing a major in ex-
ercise science and a minor in journalism. 
She also excels in athletics as a member 
of the tennis and cross country teams and 
received conference “Sportsmanship of 
the Year” awards in both sports.

“Rex and Bristy both received scholar-
ships to attend college, which is saving 
Dad lots of money,” Parker said with a big Still in shape after all these years, Parker 

shows how he can still tote the pigskin if 
needed! See PARKER, Page 50



(Note: The remarkable season by 
Coach Granville Freeman’s 1974 
Lake High School football team was 
featured by Clarion-Ledger columnist 
Rick Cleveland in the Sunday, July 3, 
2011, issue. Coach Freeman (ECCC 
Class of 1967) led the Hornets to a 
perfect season: undefeated, unscored 
upon, unchallenged….thus the fitting 
nickname…the “Un Team!”)  

1974 Lake Hornets did it Free-
man’s way - perfectly In the tiny town 
of Lake, they are known and revered 
simply as the UN-team. They were the 
1974 Lake High School football Hor-
nets, UNdefeated, UNtied, UNchal-
lenged and UNscored upon.

That’s right. Thirty-seven years 
ago, a band of 29 mostly lean, raw-
boned, rough-as-a-corn-cob country 
boys - led and inspired by a bright, 
cocky and maniacally demanding 
26-year-old coach, Granville Free-
man - finished 11-0. They scored 321 
points, allowed zero. None. Nada. 
Null set.

The Hornets trounced 10 straight 
opponents and then discretion won 
out over valor and the 11th opponent, 
French Camp, opted not to play. Can 
you blame them?

“When I went to Lake in 1973, I 
told them we were going to have a 
team that when opponents got ready to 
play us, they were going to be shaking in 
their shoes,” Freeman says. “I’d say we 
accomplished that in 1974.”

That Lake team was led by linebacker/
offensive tackle Freeman Horton, recruited 
by every college in the state and Alabama 
and Bear Bryant, as well. And this will 
tell you something about Granville Free-
man. Ken Donahue, Bryant’s right-hand 
man and defensive coordinator, stopped 
by Freeman’s office one day to watch 
film on Horton, who played right outside 
linebacker, and later started four years at 
Southern Miss.

“Coach, I have one question,” Donahue 
said. “Why would you not take your best 
and biggest athlete and put him at middle 

linebacker instead of on the outside?”
Answered Granville Freeman, now 

a State Farm insurance agent in Forest: 
“Well, Coach, I’ll tell you why. If I put 
Horton in the middle, I got no idea which 
way the other team is gonna run. But if 
I put him on the right side, I know for 
damned sure which way they ain’t about 
to run. This way we only have to defend 
half the field.”

Plus, Freeman might have added, he 
knew Freeman Horton could run the play 
down from the backside anyway.

Old school? Yes
Perhaps there has been another team in 

Mississippi history to go through a season 
without allowing a point. If so, there’s no 
record of it. But this is not only a story 
of that impeccable team but of a coach 

who was 30 years ahead of his time 
in many ways, but so perfect for his 
time and place in others. Let’s put it 
this way: Any coach who uses some 
of Granville Freeman’s methods today 
will need a really good lawyer and a 
jury of strictly Lake football fans.

Huey Stone, the Lake High prin-
cipal for more than 40 years, brought 
Freeman, the son of Scott County 
sharecroppers, to Lake in 1973. Free-
man, who had played running back 
at Morton and East Central Commu-
nity College, was a defensive coach 
at Amite, La., at the time. Freeman 
wanted to get back near his home and 
went to Lake for the interview.

The story goes that the interview 
finished like this:

“Well, it’s up to you Mr. Stone,” 
Freeman said. “If you want a cham-
pionship football program at Lake, 
you’ll hire me. If you don’t, go ahead 
and hire somebody else.”

Stone hired Freeman and then 
might have wondered what the devil 
he had gotten himself into. By the time 
school started in September of 1973 
after three weeks of three-a-day prac-
tices, Lake was down to nine football 
players. Nine.

Harry Vance was one of those nine.
“Let me tell you, if you were one of 

those nine, you loved football, and, buddy, 
you were in shape,” Vance, now 53, says. 
“That was the one year Coach let people 
come out after school started. We ended 
up with 22 players.”

In those days, Lake’s football team 
dressed for practice at the high school, 
then took a 5.3-mile bus ride to practice at 
the middle school. If Freeman wasn’t hap-
py with the way the team practiced, they 
ran the 5-plus miles back to their locker 
room. That was after running sprints, says 
Vance, “until our eyes rolled back in our 
heads.” Practices normally lasted until the 
sun was going down behind the trees, so 
that run home was in the dark with Free-

Freeman’s Historical Year at Lake 
Recalled by Clarion-Ledger  

Special to The Warrior by Rick Cleveland

See FREEMAN, Next Page

Former Lake High School head football coach Gran-
ville Freeman displays the trophy his 1974 Hornets 
received following their historic season.
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man following in the bus with the lights 
on. Yes, and if one player lagged behind, 
Freeman might rev his motor or even 
bump him.

“I don’t ‘spect you could do that today, 
could you?” Freeman says, laughing.

That first Lake team - “The Magnificent 
22” Freeman calls them - lost only one 
game, on the road, to much larger Ray-
mond High on a late, 43-yard field goal.

“That was the longest bus ride home 
you can imagine,” fullback/linebacker 
Randy Bryant says. “I will never forget 
what it was like to lose.”

The wonder is Freeman didn’t make 
them jog home.

Lake didn’t lose again that year - and 
certainly not the next - or the next.

“Coach was 25 years ahead of every-
body else in the way he used film and 
developed scouting reports,” Vance said. 
“By the time we met as a team on Sunday 
night after church, he had graded the film 
and printed a 20-page scouting report on 
the next team. It was only Sunday and we 
already knew everything they were going 
to do.”

There was never any question what 
Lake was going to do. They were going 
run out of a straight T-formation, offen-
sively, and they were going to play Free-
man’s 4-5-2 defense. Freeman’s philoso-
phy: Keep it simple, stupid. Lake didn’t do 
much, but what the Hornets did they did 
over and over and over and over and. ...

“We did it until we got it perfect, and 
then we did it again,” Vance, the quarter-
back, said.

‘Crazy smart’
These days, college and professional 

teams often hire sports psychologists. 
Granville Freeman served as his own.

Says Mike Stone, the principal’s son 
who later played for Freeman, “The man 
was crazy, but he was crazy smart.”

There was the time in Hickory when 
Lake led only 7-0 at halftime and Freeman 
was beside himself. He ranted, he raved 
and then he jerked the helmet off one of 
his players and threw it through a window.

“I kind of surprised myself,” Freeman 
said. “And then I thought, well, ‘I’ve done 
it now. A few more windows won’t make 
any difference.’”

So he grabbed more helmets and broke 
more windows, about 10 in all.

Lake won the game 42-0. “We had 
tears coming out of our eyes, we wanted to 
hit people so bad,” Vance said.

On Monday, the Lake principal got a 
call from Hickory asking for money to 
replace the broken windows. Word got 
around Lake and Hornet fans raised the 
money. Says Freeman, “I guess they fig-
ured, ‘Hey, if that’s what it takes...’ “

And then there was the time, also in 
‘74, when Stringer played Lake to a 0-0 
halftime tie. Lake players went to the 
locker room in fear of the lashing they 
were about to face. Instead, Granville 
Freeman walked in and told them he was 
so disgusted, he was just going to quit, 
on the spot. And he walked out and took 
a seat in the stands. No, really, you could 
not make this up. He went and sat in the 
stands.

Long story, short: Final score, Lake 42, 
Stringer 0.

And if all that sounds crazy, consider 
this: In the summer before that 1974 
season Freeman called his team together 
and told them that their summer training 
program was going to be different. Yes, 
they were going to take ballet lessons. 
You read right: ballet. What’s more, each 
player was going to pay for it himself. The 

school didn’t have the money.
“These were country boys that didn’t 

have a lot,” Freeman said. “Some of them 
picked up aluminum cans to raise the 
money.”

Lake players did as they were told. 
Twice a week, a ballet teacher came to the 
Lake gym and taught them the fundamen-
tals.

“It’s all about balance, about footwork, 
about flexibility and core strength,” Free-
man said. “I thought it was perfect training 
for a football player. We called ourselves 
the twinkletoes Hornets.”

“People laughed at us before the sea-
son,” Bryant said. “They weren’t laughing 
after it. It made us better football players.”

Says Freeman: “Those players are in 
their 50s now and they’ll still come up to 
me and say, ‘Coach, I can still do it.’ And 
then they’ll do a perfect plie.”

17 cents an hour
You may wonder, as I, why a coach, so 

successful, would give up his profession 
after six years and a 57-2-1 record. That’s 
what Freeman did.

Freeman was asked about it at his State 

Coach Freeman (right) is shown offering words of wisdom to Jeff Breland, who took over 
the Lake football program prior to the 2011 season. Breland is a 1983 ECCC graduate.

See FREEMAN, Next Page
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Farm office, just as two women walked 
up, smiled and slipped payments under-
neath his door.

“In coaching,” he said, chuckling, and 
glancing toward the women, “that never 
happened.

“Seriously, I sat down and figured it out 
what I was making as a coach,” Freeman 
said. “My last check at Lake High was for 
$485 for a month’s pay. I did the math and 
what I figured out was that I was making 
17 cents an hour. I was coaching the junior 
high and high school teams, mowing and 
lining the fields, watching film, carrying it 
to Jackson to be developed, doing scout-
ing reports, washing uniforms, running 
the summer program, teaching, driving 
the bus. It came out to 17 cents an hour. I 
wasn’t sleeping much.”

Says Harry Vance, the quarterback, “He 
was so intense. He coached 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. I just think, physi-
cally, it wore him out.”

Freeman, successful in the insurance 
business, says he has turned down coach-
ing offers nearly every year since he re-
tired from coaching in 1977. He hunts and 
fishes and raises competing show horses. 
He says he rarely watches football.

Moochie’s block
Only one team ever came close to scor-

ing on the mighty Hornets of 1974. It was 
the last game. Edinburg, trailing 38-0 with 
2 minutes to play, recovered a muffed punt 

inside the Hornets’ 10-yard line. Three 
players later, Edinburg was still at the 8.

So, Edinburg lined up for a field goal. 
What Edinburg didn’t know was that Lake 
worked daily on blocking field goals, 
even though few opponents ever got close 
enough to try one. Once, during a prac-
tice, Freeman got mad because the holder 
kept dropping the snap. So he took the 
kid’s place, took the snap, placed the ball 
down and here came big, strong Freeman 
Horton flying through the air to block the 
kick and accidentally slam his helmet into 
Freeman’s head. Granville Freeman was 
knocked out.

Initial attempts to revive him with am-
monia didn’t work. Somebody threw water 
over his face. That didn’t work.

Somebody said, “Go get Mrs. Freeman. 
I think he’s dead.”

Chimed in a manager, a high-pitched, 
12-year-old: “Y’all better hope he’s dead, 
‘cause if he ain’t, he’s gonna kill all y’all.’ 
“

“That’s what I remember hearing as I 
was coming to,” Freeman said.

So what’d he do then? Why, he told 
them to do it again, of course. Repetition. 
Do it, over and over and over until you get 
it perfect. Eventually, it pays off.

And so Edinburg lined up for that field 
goal and little 140-pound nose guard Wil-
lie Weidman - “Moochie,” to his team-
mates - broke through the line so quickly 

he blocked the kick - SPLAT! - with his 
stomach.

“How’d it feel?” somebody asked 
Moochie later.

“It hurt so good,” he answered.
Willie Weidman, down on his luck and 

drinking far too much, died a few years 
ago, still a hero in Lake. He went to his 
grave knowing he preserved the un-
season.

“Moochie wasn’t very big, but he was 
one hell of a football player,” Granville 
Freeman says. “Hell, they all were.”

FREEMAN: Continued from Previous Page
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Parker took time away from his busy 
schedule to visit his former coach, Ken 
Pouncey in Nov. 2010. 

“I’m so glad I was able to spend some 
quality time with Coach Pouncey,” Parker 
said. “I remember sitting in the living 
room of his home and while sitting there 
with him and his lovely wife Alice, we 
went down the memory of football games, 
teammates and just how much fun it was. 
Although Coach Pouncey has passed, his 
teaching and coaching lives on in the lives 
of many. He was a great husband, dad, 
coach and friend.”

Before his lost his battle with cancer 
on Feb. 12, 2011, Pouncey provided the 
following comment about his star running 
back:

“Ronnie was a very ‘coachable’ and 
had lots of natural ability. He always took 

instructions well without hesitation or 
without questioning his coaches. Ronnie 
took his studies seriously, too, and this 
helped him to further his education with 
a scholarship to Delta State where he was 
also an outstanding football player. I’m so 
proud of Ronnie and the success he is hav-
ing with his business.”

Parker said he hopes to return to his 
hometown whenever possible, even 
though his mother passed away in 2005.

“My mother was a very special 
woman,” Parker said. “She was a very 
hard-working individual. Her career was 
housekeeping right there in Decatur, She 
worked long hours to provide for her 
children. I can remember waking up in 
the early morning to the sounds of pots 
and pans and shortly after that, the aroma 
of the best breakfast you would ever eat. 
‘Yes’ Mama could cook! My mother was 

known by most folks as Mama, too – she 
was a mama to all! She instilled the im-
portance of family value. She taught us the 
Bible and everyday living. I can remember 
her saying, ‘Dutney, Dutney (that’s the 
nicknamed she called me), I ain’t gonna 
be here always, so you better pay attention 
to what I am saying.’ That little phrase 
has stuck with me my entire life. I thank 
Mama for the love and the teaching and 
the example she set for her children. Yes, 
there is a little bit of Mama in everything 
that I do. Thank you, Mama!”

 Parker said although his mother is 
deceased and he lives hundreds of miles 
from Newton County, he will always have 
special feelings for Decatur and ECCC.

“No matter where I live now, or where I 
go,” Parker said. “My ground will always 
be Decatur, MS 39327….that’s home for 
me!”

The ‘un’ team
A fitting nickname for Lake’s 1974 foot-
ball team: Undefeated, unscored upon, 
unchallenged...

Score			     Opponent
18-0		           Choctaw Central
20-0                      West Lauderdale
40-0              Stringer
30-0               Beulah Hubbard
54-0       Sebastopol
42-0    Hickory
20-0                       Scott Central
30-0                       Nanih Waiya
20-0    Clarkdale
38-0   Edinburg
Win by Forfeit                            French Camp
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LEAKE COUNTY
ANNUAL DUES 
Gilbert Barham ‘74
Elizabeth S. Barnes ‘70
Ide B. Dickens, Jr. ‘40
Ricky ’03 and Sylvia Graves ‘09
Richard ’76 and Julie Latham ‘77
Ray McGee ‘47
H. V. Neal, Jr. ‘64
Douglas E. Peoples ‘52
Cline Watkins ‘63
Estelle B. Wilcox ‘40
L. Dianne V. Wooten ‘93
LIFETIME DUES
Dr. Frank W. Bowen, MD ‘41
Jamie Shepard ‘89
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Barbara G. Henry ‘79

NESHOBA COUNTY
ANNUAL DUES 
John and Carrie Ann Alford ‘62
Bryan Barnett ‘60
Harry ’57 and Ruth R. Carter ‘51
Terri Donald ‘82
James H. English ‘85
Gaynell M. Gentry ‘68
Kim Hardy
Brian and Missy Jones ‘90
Thomas J. Madison ‘00
Pat Mioton’61
Steve Nelson ‘68
Bernita T. Reynolds ‘99
Reggie ’89 and Tammy Shumaker ‘89
Marcus D. Stribling ‘92
Tara N. Stribling ‘10
Barbara N. Thaggard ‘51
Henry L. ’50 and Patricia A. Trest ‘96
Shelby C. Williamson ‘52
LIFETIME DUES 
Ralph Rogers ‘58
Joe Steve Webb ‘51
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Ronda Chisolm ‘10
Dink McDonald ‘79
Derek Pace ‘83
Billy C. Sharp ‘56

NEWTON COUNTY 
ANNUAL DUES

William D. “Bill” Bailey ‘46
Rusty ’67 and Bettye Barnett ‘71
Nancy H. Boutwell ‘41
Elizabeth H. Breland ‘60
Mark ’81 and Theresa Buntyn 
Ann Burkes ‘63
Jean M. Burton ‘61
Leola W. Burton ‘43
Fannie Merle Clark ‘56
Pat ’68 and Martha Cleveland ‘69
Brenda Crosby ‘69
Martha Graham ‘53
Ruth Gregory 
Chris Harris ‘76
Richard Harris ‘52
Barbara J. Harrison ‘76
Earline Harrison 
Faye C. Henley
Carl Lee Hollingsworth ‘59
Kenneth ’61 and Rosemary Jones 
Lori Luke ‘81
Richard ’55 and Betty Mayo ‘55
Robert C. Murff
Mildred M. Pace ‘57
Nathan James I. Palmer ‘06
Abigal Reed ‘90
Randy Rushing ‘83
Carol Shackelford ‘71
Billy Smith ‘80 and Susan Fox-Smith ‘88
George A. ’52 and Lois T. Smith ‘55
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman
Reginald ’45 and Mamie Alice Thames ‘47
Kate F. Thomas ‘55
C. B. Thompson ‘76
Hancel H. Thorne ‘43
Johnnie H. and Laura R. Thorne ’83 & ‘89
June H. Tobelman ‘48
Jeannie Vance ‘69
Kenneth ’69 and Bess Ann White ‘68
LIFETIME DUES 
Norman and Nioka Gillis ‘10
Chad ’92 and Dr. Nicole F. Harrison ‘92
Pam T. Hillman ‘84
Leslie Hughes ‘81
Chad Lewis ‘96
Billy Mayes ‘78
Mike and Ada McGrevey ‘78
Dr. and Mrs. Eddie M. Smith ‘63
Jeanette B. Thrash ‘58
Dr. Bradford J. Tucker ‘48

UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
John Blount ‘49
Kelly Cluff ‘01
Artie Foreman ‘90
Polly Mayes ‘80
Felicity D. Purvis ‘04
Jeanette B. Thrash ‘58
Harvey Trapp ‘57

SCOTT COUNTY
ANNUAL DUES 
Matt Alford ‘89
Larry J. Bradford ‘70
Ralph Brown, Jr. ‘72
Sherrell Brown ‘06
Otis Ray Davis ‘60
Natalie R. Gibbs ‘79
Charles Hall ‘57
Elizabeth S. Hill ‘60
Beverly B. Rhodes ‘58
Kathy S. Sanders ‘90
Joe Tadlock ‘71
Donald G. Triplett ‘55
LIFETIME DUES 
James and Rebecca Farris
Arlene B. Monk ‘95

WINSTON COUNTY 
ANNUAL DUES 
Martha W. Daly ‘49
David ’77 and Linda Humphries 
Joellen Johnson ‘77
Ben ’63 and Dr. Pam Kirk ‘63
Maxine McCool ‘47
William R. Pace ‘70
William Stan C. Pace ‘06
Cecil Price ‘77
Roy L. Roberts ‘47
Rebecca F. Rogers ‘75
Patricia Triplett ‘66
Guy ’49 and Dorothy Young ‘49
LIFETIME DUES 
Amelia Kennedy ‘70
Robert ’62 and Ann Moody ‘98
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Jerry Nance ‘69
Lucille Wood ‘51

ECCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS 
Fiscal Year 2011 • July 2010 – June 2011

See ALUMNI, Next Page
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OUT-OF-DISTRICT
ANNUAL DUES
Larry W. Adcock ‘58
Jerry L. Addy ‘55
Frances C. Amason ‘80
Sqt. R. William Anderson ‘98
Betty F. Andrews ‘49
Opal Dean C. Barnett ‘51
Dr. Linda S. Barron ‘62
Emily S. Beaver ‘58
Douglas M. Blount ‘56
Travis M. Blount ‘50
Jackye S. Britt ‘55
Joyce E. Caffey ‘46
Irvin D. Callahan ‘54
Parker B. Cannon ‘49
Charles A. Carter ‘43
Billy T. Chisolm ‘61
Mary R. Craft ‘48
Paula H. Dickson ‘75
Cindy A. Doogan ‘71
Suzanne B. Eady ‘76
Lindell Ezell ‘65
Minnie M. Fields ‘54
James E. Fisackerly ‘63
Bobby ’66 and Glenda Fulcher ‘70
Katherine M. Furr ‘45
Charles T. ’57 and Lee Ann R. Germany ‘57
Russell J. Giambrone ‘04
Mark E. ’81 and Sherry W. Gunn ‘80
Betty Lou Haney ‘65
Ray E. Hannah ‘55
Norman ’47 and Miriam Harris ‘47
Polly A. Haynes ‘56
Max G. Herrington ‘46
Orris ’47 and Juanita L. Hicks ‘47
Betty Lynn W. Hinton ‘77
Charles E. Horne ‘54
Grace F. Houston ‘45

Renee’ T. Jones ‘88
Sandy P. Keenan ‘68
Winston L. Kidd ‘84
A. J. ’52 and Versie Kilpatrick 
Mike ’79 and Cindy Lee ‘80
Bill L. Loyd ‘58
Torris A. Lyle ‘57
Patricia H. Madison ‘62
Jeanette M. Mallory ‘67
Sherry McDill ‘73
Patty S. McInnis ‘50
Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. McKenzie ’49 
LaHara Medlock ‘63
Max Munn ‘67
Doris H. Murphy ‘48
Shirley S. Murphy ‘74
Cecil M. Murray ‘51
John C. Mutziger, D. O. and Sarah Mutziger
Jeff Neal ‘88
Katherine F. Newton ‘62
Barry F. Pace ‘96
Sharon Papania ‘66
O. Farrell Parker ‘42
Charles L. Parks ‘52
Kim J. Poe ‘76
Barbara H. Pounds ‘52
Anna Price ‘05
Betty F. Pritchett ‘53
Raymond M. Reed ‘81
Helen Marie B. Reeves ‘52
Gina Riley ‘89
George C. ’57 and Alice Faye P. Skinner ‘59
Dr. Kenneth B. Slaughter ‘50
Elizabeth Perry Spingler ‘41
Kenneth ’64 and Debra Stidham 
Ramond G. Stokes ‘56
Billy U. Tidwell ‘52
Jerry D. Turner, D.D.S. ’66 and 
    Diana L. Turner ‘67

William A. Waldrip, Jr. ‘64
Johnny Walton ‘61
John ’03 and Jennifer Williams ‘03
Felise W. Woodall ‘62
LIFETIME DUES 
Dr. Walterine H. Bell ‘52
Fred M. ’70 and Mary Ann M. Brashier ‘70
Nancy H. Broell ‘60
Dan Carpenter ‘61
Sandra D. Cielencki ‘78
Patricia L. Eaves ‘61
Sherman M. Henderson ‘62
Doyle ’60 and Ollie Faye Jones ’60
Sandra S. Kuykendall ‘57
John E. Martin and Dr. Beverly H. 
   Oliphant-Martin ‘58
Dr. Barbara P. Massey ‘56
William C. McClenahan ‘57
Dr. Robert G. McCrory ’50 
Dr. Clyde Muse ‘49
Jessie S. Richardson ‘65
Ronnie Roundtree ‘67
Mack Shelton ‘59
Wallace Strickland ‘67
Sue Tatum ‘42
Joseph D. Taylor ‘53
Maude Harriett T. Touchstone ‘59
W. Lamar Weems, M.D. ‘51
Dorothy Nell H. Wooley ‘38
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Opal Dean C. Barnett ‘51
Dr. Cheryl D. Crooks ‘76
Ollie Fay W. Flint ‘48
Jamie E. Harrell ‘49
Dr. Clyde Muse ‘49
Brian ’98 and Stephanie Shaw ‘97
Enoch L. Youngblood, Jr. ‘50

It’s time once again to renew your commitment to the East Central Community College Alumni Association.  Thanks to past 
support by loyal alumni and friends, the Association was able to fund three full-tuition scholarships for deserving EC students.   

Your annual Alumni Association contributions help to continue the growth of the Association and to benefit the next genera-
tion of alumni.  Membership dues run on a fiscal year basis (July to June).  Annual dues are $10 single and $15 joint, or you may 
pay your lifetime membership dues, $100 single lifetime or $150 joint lifetime.  If you are already a lifetime member, please 
consider making a general donation to the Alumni Association.  

Checks should be made payable to the ECCC Alumni Association and mailed to P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327.

Renew Your Alumni Association Membership  
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LEAKE COUNTY
ANNUAL DUES
Allen Cullen ‘72
Sondra Gould ‘91
Ricky ’03 and Sylvia Graves ‘09
Clark Howell ‘54
Richard ’76 and Julie Latham ‘77
Ray McGee ‘47
Billy K. ’53 and Charlotte P. McPhail ’59 
Oscar Moore 
Douglas E. Peoples ‘52
Freddie ’69 and Linda Terrell 
Cline Watkins ‘63
Estelle B. Wilcox ’40 
Ricky ’77 and Janet Wilkerson ‘78
LIFETIME DUES
Bank of Walnut Grove 
Larry ’70 and Wanda Cooper ‘72
H.V. ’64 and Linda Neal ‘64
Terry Thomas ’66 

NESHOBA COUNTY
ANNUAL DUES 
Bryan Barnett ’60 
Harry ’57 and Ruth R. Carter ‘57
Bard Copeland ‘93
Mildred N. Gordon ’46 
Josh ’00 and Holly Hardy ‘00
Doug Kelley ‘09
Hannah Lee ’10 
Richard Lee ‘03
Richard ’03 and Robbyn Lee ‘02
Thomas Jayroe Madison ‘00
Glenn ’66 and Judy May ‘67
Joe Mulholland ‘55
Bernita Reynolds ‘99
Brittany White ‘08
LIFETIME DUES 
Bill Dansby ’64 
Terri Donald ’82 
Gaynell M. Gentry ’68 
James R. ’57 and Bobbie R. Hardy ’58 
Jeff ’82 and Tammy B. Lee ’83 
Dorman Pope ’52 
Ralph Rogers ’58 
Billy C. Sharp ‘56
Jerome Tank 
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Philadelphia Athletic Club, LLC 

NEWTON COUNTY 
ANNUAL DUES
Bobby and Pat Addy ‘58
Cynthia K. Alexander ‘97
William D. Bailey ‘46
Ann H. Burkes ‘63
Faye B. Chapman ’99 
Danny ’67 and Merita Cherry 
Brenda Crosby ’69 
Bob Douglas ’67 
Susan Fox-Smith ‘88
Etna Gray ‘53
Chris Harris ‘76
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Harris ‘52
Barbara J. Harrison ‘76
Johnnie Keith ‘45
Richard ’55 and Betty Mayo ‘55
Robert C. Murff 
Nathan Palmer ‘06
Malcolm C. Phillips ’48 
Carol Shackelford ‘71
William H. Smith ‘58
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman
Betty B. Thames ’51 
Hancel H. Thorne ‘43
J. W. Thrash ‘51
June Tobelman ‘48
Terry ’72 and Rita Tullos ‘67
Kenneth ’69 and Bess A. White ‘68
Dale G. Wood ‘62
LIFETIME DUES 
Dr. J. G. Alexander 
Pat ’68 and Martha Cleveland ’69 
Norman and Nioka Gillis ‘10
Marshall Ford Co., Inc. (Union) 
Ted Marshall ’70 
Billy ’67 and Linda Pierce ’68 
Randy Rushing ’83 
Harvey Trapp ‘57
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
John E. Blount, Jr. ’49 
Kelly Cluff ‘01
Artie Foreman ‘90
Bobby R. Gaines ‘67
Polly Mayes ‘80
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
Leslie Carl Williams ’42 

SCOTT COUNTY
ANNUAL DUES 

Jill E. Bishop ‘82
Larry J. Bradford ‘70
Sherrell Brown ‘06
Fannie M. Clark ‘56
Connie M. Comans ‘91
Otis Ray Davis ’60
Deon D. Evans ’77 & ’88 
Natalie R. Gibbs ’79 
Donna G. Gilmer ‘97
Charles Hall ‘57
James E. ’59 and Louise F. Johnston ’59 
James Bobby Kirby ‘00
Thomas D. Langford, Jr. ’49 
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Lee 
Tyler Lewis ‘71
John Carl ’11 and Erica Riser ’02 
Brian J. Roland ‘90
Franceska L. Roland ‘55
Kathy D. Sanders ‘90
Joe Tadlock ’71 
Mike Thomley ‘77
LIFETIME DUES 
Brent A. Barton ’10 
John C. Calhoun ’76 
Steven E. ’75 and Peggy A. Cox ‘79
James and Rebecca Farris 
Brenda W. Kirby ’62 
Gregory G. McGarrity ’93 
Dennis ’63 and Iris Weaver ’63 
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Jill E. Bishop ’82 
Jimmy Steadman ‘78

WINSTON COUNTY 
ANNUAL DUES 
Roger Caperton ‘93
Wanda Drewry ’01 
Bernard L. Fulton ’63 
Tony Fulton ‘74
Faye L. Horton ’61 
Amanda A. Lovorn ‘62
Cecil O. Price ’77 
Roy L. Roberts ’47 
Rebecca F. Rogers ‘75
Guy ’49 and Dorothy Young ’48 
LIFETIME DUES 
Ella Carol M. Clark ’75 

ECCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS 
Fiscal Year 2012 • July 2011 – August 2011

See ALUMNI, Next Page
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Jerry Culwell ’70 
Anna A. Price ’05 
Vicki S. Tucker ’72 
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Lucille Wood ’51 

OUT-OF-DISTRICT
ANNUAL DUES
William Larry Adams ‘57
Jerry Addy ’55 
Billy J. Alderman ‘60
Frances C. Amason ’80 
Ruth D. Barger ‘76
Elizabeth S. Barnes ‘70
Ouida E. Barnes ’50 
Billy E. Blount ’47 
Clyde ’43 and Maud M. Blount ’39 
Douglas M. Blount ’56 
George E. Burchfi eld ’42 
Parker B. Cannon ’49 
S. F. ’51 and Hazel Carlisle 
Thomas A. Carpenter ’62 
Billy T. Chisolm ’61 
Jeff ’88 and Dana Cleveland ’90 
Carleen Cole ’68 
Mike Cook ’66 
Mary E. Craft ’48 
Paul H. Craft ‘62
Maxine R. Davis ’48 
Paula H. Dickson ‘75
Eddie ’75 and Andee T. Duett ’75 
Suzanne B. Eady ‘76
Jean Easom ’60 
Lindell Ezell ‘65
Minnie M. Fields ’54 
Percy M. Frazier ‘54
John H. Fulton ’52 
Katherine M. Furr ‘45
Davis Gary ’41 

Charles ’57 and Lee Ann R. Germany ’57 
Frances W. Gilbert ’46
Mark E. ’81 and Sherry W. Gunn ’80 
Jeanine J. Hamilton ’67 
Bobby Haralson ’80 
Brian Hardy ‘98
Jamie E. Harrell ’49 
Max G. Herrington ’46 
Ralph A. Higginbotham ’58 
Paul Hollingsworth ‘67
Linda A. Horn ’59 
Margaret S. Johnson ’52 
Patsy C. Johnston ’52 
Renee’ T. Jones ‘88
Sandy Keenan ’68 
Terry Lange ’61 
Betty G. LeBlanc ’62 
Dan W. Lewis ’56 
Bill Loyd ’58 
Torris Ann Lyle ’57 
Mary Frances H. Maczis ‘59
Jeanette Mallory ’67 
Anne Marie N. Massingill ’82 
Ernest ’60 and Barbara McAlpin ’60 
Sherry McDill ’73 
William and Patsy McGee ’56 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. McKenzie ’49 
Charles W. Mooney ’57 
Carolyn P. Moore ’66 
Tony B. Munn ’58 
Doris H. Murphy ’48 
Jason Nance ‘96
Jordon Patterson ’08 
Kim J. Poe ‘76
Carolyn K. Pope ‘56
Mike Pope ’55 
Barbara H. Pounds ’52 
Mike W. Presley ’56 
Betty F. Pritchett ’53 

Bobbie Nell Ray ’60 
Isum ’55 and Mary Richardson ’55 
B. L. ’49 and Mary H. Ricks ’51 
Sam Roberts ’62 
Alben D. Roland ‘86
Anne L. Rouse ’61 
Clyde D. Shaw ’55 
Dr. Kenneth B. Slaughter ’50 
V. J. Stegall ’60 
Ken ’64 and Debbie Stidham 
Gary Taylor ’59 
Bobby A. Thames ’62 
Mike Thomas ‘67
Richard L. Warwick ‘56
Carl V. Welsh, Jr. ‘56
Don Williams ’62 
Joe H. Williams ’55 
Sara L. Williams ‘56
Felise Woodall ’62 
LIFETIME DUES 
Sandra Cielencki ’78 
Barry ’98 and Samantha Denson ’05 
Ollie Fay W. Flint ’48 
Adj. Gen. Bill Freeman, Jr. ’64 
Eddie H. Johnson ’60 
Edwina Kish ’52 
Malcolm Lockwood ’68 
Samuel A. McNeil ’55 
Max Rich ‘54
Larry Savell ’57 
Dr. William E. Thomas ’61 
Misty C. Thompson ’92 
Sonny Toms ’68 
Rick Ward ‘66
Dr. Doug Woodward ’87 
UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Anytime Fitness (Meridian) 
Anne Marie N. Massingill ’82 
Dr. Kenneth B. Slaughter ’50

While supplies last, 
donors of $25 or more to the 

Alumni Association Lifetime Membership 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 

will receive a copy of the newly designed 
East Central Community College Coloring Book.  
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ANNUAL FUND-“INVESTORS 
IN EXCELLENCE”
Peggy Clayton 
Artie Foreman ’90
Keith Livingston ’61 
Carol Shackelford ‘71
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin
Dr. Gerald Walton ‘54

CLIBURN TRACK FUND
Edsel Cliburn ‘59

FOUNDERS’ GYMNASIUM 
RENOVATION FUND
Kenneth Everett ’89 

IN-KIND DONATIONS 
Brian Anderson 
Wanda Bethany 

Pam Carron 
Jerald Everett ’64 
Justin Fisher ‘93
Martha Graham ’53 
Chris Harris ‘76
Ricky Harrison ’78 
Billy Lovett ’57 
Maxine McKee 
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Mutziger
Dee N. Payne ’64    
Kathy Sanders ‘90
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman 
Ovid and Carol Vickers ‘58
James T. “Jim” Wood ’49 

MOLLY MCGEE GOLD 
ROOM RENOVATION FUND
Pat J. Davis ’74 
Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth ‘93

Sharon LeJeune 
Maudean Sanders ’70 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 

MEMORABILIA ROOM 
FUND
Billy Lovett ‘57
Dee N. Payne ’64 

ELENE BROOKS SUTPHIN 
HEALTHCARE SIMULATION 
FUND
Denita Thomas ‘96
James R. White 

TENNIS COURT RENOVA-
TION FUND
Mississippi Tennis Association 
   (Jackson) 

ECCC FOUNDATION, INC. CONTRIBUTIONS
May 2011 to August 2011

ECCC FOUNDATION, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011
George Taylor ‘67, Chairman
Gilbert Thompson, Vice Chairman
Mickey Vance ‘79, Secretary-Treasurer
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, Ex-Officio Member
Prentice Copeland ‘49, Ex-Officio Member

David Boydstun ’84, Member
Melissa Thrash Carleton ’88, Member
Patsy Dunigan Clark ’60, Member
Aubry Cox ’81, Member
Dr. Eddie M. Smith ’63, Member

The following scholarships have been established in the East 
Central Community College Foundation office and with your 
help can reach endowed status.

Prentice and Dorothy Copeland Scholarship
Stella Dickerson Technical Honor Scholarship
John Grace Scholarship
Pam Harris Memorial Scholarship
Ken Pouncey Scholarship 

To make a contribution mail to the 
East Central Community College Foundation
P.O. Box 129
Decatur, MS 39327

(Please be sure to designate your contribution to a specific 
scholarship fund.)

For more information on how to establish an annual or 
endowed scholarship at East Central, contact the Foundation 
office at 601-635-6327.

An endowed scholarship is a gift of a lifetime…



SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS
Since Last Issue of Magazine • May 2011 - August 2011

The ECCC Foundation currently main-
tains 75 endowed scholarships, 32 annual 
scholarships, and 6 partially endowed 
scholarships.  For the 2011-2012 school 
year, the Foundation awarded $74,000 
in scholarship awards to ECCC students 
thanks to contributions to the Founda-
tion’s scholarship program.    

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
($10,000.00 Minimum required to endow; 
contributions may be any amount)

AT&T ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
AT&T (Meridian) 

ERNEST HARRISON BOSWELL 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Rebecca H. Boswell ’41 

CLASSES OF 1957, 1958, & 1959 
SCHOLARSHIP
Keith Blalock ’57 
Raymond J. Carter ’58 
   Given in honor of Ovid and Carol 
   Vickers ’58 
Dr. Harlon Crimm ’59 
James E. Fisackerly ‘58
   Given in memory of Georgia Fisackerly 
Nancy P. Haggard ‘58
   Given in memory of Martha Tullos 
   Hummel ‘58
Donny K. Hopkins ‘57
   Given in memory of Jane Richardson 
   Scarborough ’60 Miss ECJC
Mary Frances H. Maczis ’59 
Tommy McCullough ‘58
   Given in honor of Ovid Vickers and in 
   memory of R. L. McCullough 
David E. ’58 and Mary McKeehan 
Gary Taylor ‘59
   Given in memory of Peggy Esta Johnson 
   Taylor ’58
Myrna K. Turnipseed ‘58
   Given in memory of Richard Turnipseed 
   ‘58
Ovid and Carol Vickers ’58 
Dr. Clyde V. Williams ’57 
   Given in memory of Rudolph 
   Hollingsworth 

CLASS OF 1964 SCHOLARSHIP
Jerald P. Everett ’64 

AARON R. DAVIS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Pat J. Davis ‘74
Lisa O’Neill 

MARTHA KATE TULLOS HUMMEL 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Don E. Hummel 

JOHNSON FAMILY ENGINEERING 
SCHOLARSHIP
Joe Johnson ’56 

RUTH ROUND VOLUNTEER 
SCHOLARSHIP
Contributions Given in Memory of 
   Mrs. Ruth Round ‘38
Isabel M. Bright 
Calvin Brunson & Family 
Marie Coggins 
Ted Donald 
Steve Foreman
Friendship Sunday School Class 
   Ashland Baptist Church 
Friends at Congregate (Newton) 
Gene and Beth Hodges & Family
Lavonne Hardee 
Doug Jolly 
Ladies Sunday School Class Ashland 
   Baptist Church 
LDM, Inc. (West Memphis, AR)
Jimmy Long 
Miste Mann
Henry Morgan 
Dr. and Mrs. Ben Ogletree 
Shuvarn Patterson 
Brad Petty 
Pioneer Community Hospital of 
   Newton Auxiliary 
Peggy and Ron Rawson & Family 
Rose Construction, Inc. (Covington, TN)
Sojourner’s Geri Psych Unit Pioneer 
   Hospital (Newton) 
Clyde ’65 and Rebecca Valentine 
Kevin West 
Glenn Wilson 

ELVA SMITH SIGREST MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Ann Sigrest Williams ’59 

THOMAS W. THRASH MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Melissa T. Carleton ‘88
Jeanette B. Thrash ‘58

JAMES M. VANCE SCHOLARSHIP
James M. ’57 and Patsy Vance ‘57

OVID & CAROL VICKERS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Raymond ’57 and Lois McMullan ’60
Linda C. Shaw ’64 
Bobby A. Thames ’62 

HARVEY WHEELER PHARMACY 
SCHOLARSHIP
Roberta W. Byars ’73 
Dr. William E. Wheeler ‘72

BOB WILKERSON MEMORIAL 
VO-TECH SCHOLARSHIP
Gary Taylor ‘59
   Given in memory of Peggy Esta Johnson 
   Taylor ’58 
Robert G. and Patsy J. Wilkerson ‘53

LUCILLE WOOD SCHOLARSHIP
Given in Honor of Miss Lucille Wood’s 
   Retirement 
Hallie J. Blalock ’58 
Nancy Haggard ‘58
Linda C. Shaw ’64 

PARTIALLY ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIPS
($10,000 GOAL) 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP
($9,400 Raised)
Dr. J. G. Alexander 
Bank of Walnut Grove 
Brent A. Barton ’10 

See SCHOLARSHIP, Next Page
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Jill E. Bishop ’82 
John C. Calhoun ’76 
Sandra Cielencki ’78 
Ella Carol M. Clark ’75 
Pat ’68 and Martha Cleveland ’69 
Larry ’70 and Wanda Cooper ‘72
Steven E. ’75 and Peggy A. Cox ‘79
Jerry Culwell ’70 
Barry ’98 and Samantha Denson ’05 
Terri Donald ’82 
Bill Dansby ’64 
James and Rebecca Farris 
Ollie Fay W. Flint ’48 
Adj. Gen. Bill Freeman, Jr. ’64 
Gaynell M. Gentry ’68 
James R. ’57 and Bobbie R. Hardy ’58 
Eddie H. Johnson ’60 
Brenda W. Kirby ’62 
Edwina Kish ‘52
Jeff ’82 and Tammy B. Lee ’83 
Malcolm Lockwood ’68 
Marshall Ford Co., Inc. (Union)
Ted Marshall ’70 
Anne Marie N. Massingill ’82 
Gregory G. McGarrity ’93 
Samuel A. McNeil ’55 
H. V. ’64 and Linda Neal ’64 
Dorman Pope ’52 
Billy ’67 and Linda Pierce ’68 
Anna A. Price ’05 
Max Rich ‘54
Ralph Rogers ’58 
Ronnie Roundtree ‘67
Randy Rushing ’83 
Larry Savell ’57 
Billy C. Sharp ’56 
Dr. Kenneth B. Slaughter ’50 
Jerome Tank 
Terry Thomas ’66 
Dr. William E. Thomas ’61 
Misty C. Thompson ’92 
Sonny Toms ’68 
Harvey Trapp ’57 
Vicki S. Tucker ’72 
Rick Ward ’66 
Dennis ’63 and Iris Weaver ’63 
Joe Steve Webb ’51 
Leslie Carl Williams ’42 
Dr. Doug Woodward ‘87

PRENTICE AND DOROTHY 
COPELAND SCHOLARSHIP 
($8,250 Raised)
Tim Allen 
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia 
Lynn ’69 and Kay Copeland ’69 & Family 
Rex ’74 and Diane Copeland & Family 
Terri Donald ’82 
Janice P. Fairchild 
Genie Hall ‘70
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Hardy ’58 
Jerome ’57 and Margaret Hardy 
Alta Katie Humphreys 
L. Ray Humphreys ‘65
Barry T. ’69 and Betty S. Irons 
Glenn ’66 and Judy May ’67 
Larry McMillan ’65 
Maudean Sanders ’70 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
Douglas Whitehead ’69 
W. G. Yates & Sons Construction Co. 
   (Philadelphia) 

STELLA DICKERSON TECHNICAL 
HONOR SCHOLARSHIP
($1,760 Raised)
Sharon LeJeune

PAM HARRIS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
($2,155 Raised)
Pat ’59 and Linda Harris 

KEN POUNCEY SCHOLARSHIP
($2,045 Raised) 
Pat J. Davis ‘74

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS

BANK OF MORTON SCHOLARSHIP
Bank of Morton 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SCHOLAR-
SHIP
ECCC Board of Trustees

PAUL V. & VONCILE H. BREAZEALE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Mississippi Baptist Foundation (Jackson)

JESSICA CAGER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Piggly Wiggly of Union, Inc.

MABLE M. CARR EDUCATIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, 
Inc. (Ridgeland) 

W. R. COVINGTON SCHOLARSHIP
Dr. Eddie M. Smith ’63 

COX & ASSOCIATES INSURANCE 
SCHOLARSHIP
Aubry Cox ‘81

KELLEY HUMPHREYS NURSING
SCHOLARSHIP
Alta K. Humphreys 
(Given in memory of her granddaughter)

ANDREW WILSON LATHEM 
SCHOLARSHIP
Linda L. Corley 

RUSSELL MCCANN MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Teresa Shannon 

JACOB STOVALL MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Don and Toni Stovall 

TAYLOR ADVANCED MACHINING 
SCHOLARSHIP
The Taylor Group, Inc. (Louisville)

TAYLOR ADVANCED WELDING 
SCHOLARSHIP
The Taylor Group, Inc. (Louisville) 

LAVERN & ELIZABETH VOWELL 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
David Vowell 

For a complete listings of endowed and 
annual scholarship go online to http://
www.eccc.edu/alumni/foundation/default.
aspx and click on the Annual Scholarships 
link or the Endowed Scholarships link

SCHOLARSHIP: Continued from Previous Page



WARRIOR CLUB CONTRIBUTIONS
January 2011 - August 2011

LEAKE COUNTY
Super Brave 
Cox & Associates (Carthage) 
Aubry Cox ’81 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Carlton 
   McMillin ’50 
Brave
William E. Kitchings 
Papoose
H. V. ’64 and Linda Neal ‘64
Cline Watkins ’63 

NESHOBA COUNTY
Super Chief
Brian Anderson 
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia 
Chief 
Jason Hailey’98
Sam Nowell ‘69
Bob Posey ‘82
Brave
B & G Equipment, Inc. (Philadelphia) 
Central Mississippi Land & Timber, LLC 
   (Philadelphia) 
The Clothes Line (Philadelphia) 
Grantham Bros. Logging, Inc. 
   (Philadelphia) 
Thad and Alline Holmes 
Sonic Drive-In (Philadelphia) 
Maudean Sanders ‘70
Sid Williams ‘76 
W. G. Yates & Sons Construction Co. 
   (Philadelphia) 
Young Brave
Bob Breland
Mark Cheatham’86
Hugh W. Winstead ‘69
Papoose
Prentice Copeland ‘49
Chantay Dyess 
Barbara N. Thaggard ‘51

NEWTON COUNTY
Super Chief
Delta Directional, LLC (Newton) 
Ricky Harrison ’78
Neal Holliman 
Chief
Kristin Chaney ‘05
Decatur Lions Club 

Chad ’92 and Dr. Nicole F. Harrison ‘92
Scott Hill ‘89
Dr. Eddie M. Smith ‘63
La-Z-Boy South (Newton) 
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman 
Super Brave
ECCC Board of Trustees 
James Jerry ’53 and Jo Harris ‘54
Fredrick Lyons ’82 & ‘94
Randy ’83 and Lea Rushing 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin
Jeanette B. Thrash ‘58
Mickey Vance ‘79
Kyle’00 and Huellen Watson ‘00
Roger Whitlock
Brave
Bobby B. and Pat Addy ‘58
L. B. Adkins, O. D. ‘47
James A. Bennett, DDS PA
Charles ’75 and Debbie Boggan ‘76
Tanya Boler 
Laverne Chaney 
Rickey and Brenda Chaney ‘75
Jimmy C. Dempsey 
Artie Foreman ‘90
William ’66 and Irma Goodwin 
Chris Harris ‘76
James J. ’53 and Jo Harris ‘54
Nicole F. Harrison, D.M.D., Inc. 
   Family Dentistry (Union) 
Randall ’82 and Michelle Lee ‘98
Chad Lewis ‘96
Long’s Building Materials, Inc. (Decatur) 
Lori Luke ‘81
Jason A. Mangum ’92 
Massey, Inc. (Decatur) 
Billy Mayes ‘78
Julie Meeks 
Alice Pouncey 
 Given in memory of Coach Ken Pouncey 
Carol Shackelford ‘71
Union Discount Pharmacy, Inc. 
Ovid and Carol Vickers ‘58
Wayne and Carla Westbrook 
Wheeler Drug Store (Decatur) 
Young Brave
Ann H. Burkes ’63 
Kelly Cluff
Bob Douglas ‘67
Earline Harrison 
Ola Hunter

  Given in memory of Homer Hunter ’38 
J. P. Hurst ‘53
Brad Sutphin ’05 
Papoose
James S. Cress 
Billy Crowther
Richard Harris ‘52
Earline Harrison
Nancy D. Kidd-Smith ‘76
Milling Funeral Home (Union) 
Karen Robertson ‘87
Philip S. Smith ’82 
Virgil Williams 

SCOTT COUNTY 
Chief
Community Bank (Forest) 
George ’67 and Jo Taylor ’67 
Brave
Bank of Forest 
Ralph Brown, Jr. ‘72
James T. and Rebecca Farris
Elizabeth S. Hill ’60 
Drew ’04 and Kery M. Kenna ‘04
Joey Kenna 
Brenda W. Kirby ’62 
Dr. Bob Tom Johnson ’63 
Anthony Stanford ‘05
Rita J. Waggoner ‘61
Young Brave
Billy R. Lovett ‘57
Haywood Reeves ‘67
Annie B. Stowers 
Joe Tadlock ‘84
Papoose
Larry J. Bradford ‘70
 
WINSTON COUNTY
Super Brave
Jim E. Nabers ‘76
James T. “Jim” Wood ‘49
Brave
Charles and Rhonda Shotts 
Bancorp South (Louisville) 
Lucille Wood ’51 
Young Brave
William E. Donald ‘53

Ora 
See WARRIOR, Next Page
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WARRIOR: Continued from Previous Page

Mae McAdory 
Papoose
Don and Rebecca Rogers ’75 

OUT-OF-DISTRICT
Super Chief
Boe Davis ’55 
Earl Marshall ‘56
Brian ’98 and Stephanie Shaw ‘97
Chief 
Van ’63 and Betty Chancellor ‘63
Mississippi Tennis Association (Jackson) 
Terri L. Russell ‘82
Super Brave
Jerald P. Everett ’64 
Judge Little 
Penny’s Pantry (Senatobia) 
Hal Presley ‘77
Ricky Pounders
Brave
Leo Allen
Paul Ashley 
Lester ’57 and Eugenia Baucum ‘57
Keith Blalock ‘57
Dudley S. Burwell, M.D. 
Howard Coon, State Farm Agent (Richton) 
Doe’s Eat Place (Greenville) 

George Sills Engineering LLC 
   (Vicksburg) 
Great Southern National Bank (Meridian) 
Steve and Pam Hampton ‘89
Richard D. Hill, D.M.D. 
J/M/S Services, Inc. (Vancleave) 
A. J. ’52 and Versie Kilpatrick 
Ed and Patti Kortbawi
Mark and Paige Maher
Tommy and Sharon Mason 
Roy May 
Raymond ‘57 and Lois McMullan ‘60
Mossy Oak Properties Recreational & 
   Timber Land Sales, LLC (Kosciusko) 
Dr. Clyde Muse ‘49
James and Linda Rigsby 
John ’55 and Jobyna Rushing ‘55
Brint and Anna Sparks 
USTA Player Development Incorporated 
    (White Planis, NY)
Ruth W. Wilson ‘53
Perry Winstead ’79 
Young Brave
Col. Richard Armstrong 
Brent Bailey ‘91
Jackye S. Britt ’55 
Sara C. Crawford ‘49
Everette G. Fox ‘61

Willie and Delois Gibson 
James D. Lowery ‘56
Dr. Gerald W. Walton ‘54
Papoose
Parker B. Cannon ‘49
   Given in memory of Sib Hutchison and 
   A. J. Kilpatrick 
Peggy D. Clayton 
Lorhee V. Hand 
Mike ’79 and Cindy Lee ‘80
Kristina Lewis 
Debra Nobinger
Rodger Poole 
Max Rich ‘54
Eddie Mae Sillimon 
Madeline M. Strahan ‘54
Christopher E. White 
Sara L. Williams ‘56
Robert Yudt 

Warrior Club Levels
$1,000 or more ................. Super Chief
$500 ............................................ Chief
$250 ................................. Super Brave
$100 ............................................ Brave
$50 ................................... Young Brave
$25 .......................................... Papoose 

Help Preserve Our Athletic History!
The ECCC Foundation is relying on alumni and friends to help the College honor and preserve the legacy of the 

student-athlete at East Central for the education and enjoyment of future generations and to prepare for the future 
Athletic Museum that will be housed in the Founders’ Gymnasium.  

The Foundation is collecting athletic memorabilia including jackets, jerseys, photographs, programs, and other 
items that are significant to the history of East Central athletics.  All memorabilia submitted will be reviewed by 
members of the Athletic Museum Collections Committee, which is charged with accepting only those items of historic 
significance.  Once the committee approves the submitted item(s), the item will be housed in the Burton Library until 
the completion of the Athletic Museum in Founders’ Gymnasium.  

To assist the Collections Committee in assessing potential memorabilia, the Foundation asks that the following be 
submitted: the donor’s name, address, phone number, & e-mail; a photograph of the item; a brief description of the 
piece, including dimensions; and all available information regarding the item’s age and origin.

If you are interested in donating athletic memorabilia, please contact the ECCC Foundation at 601-635-6327 or 
e-mail to sholling@eccc.edu. 



Please Help Find These Alumni and Friends!
The Alumni Office does not have a current mailing address for the following alumni and friends of the College.

 If you have any information regarding their whereabouts, please e-mail the Alumni Office at sholling@eccc.edu 
or call toll free 1-877-462-3222, ext. 327 (within Mississippi) or telephone 601-635-6327. Thank you for your help!

Bailey
Tanesha Michelle Williams ‘97
Bay Springs
Jaclyn Suzanne Evans ‘03
Canton
Toni Renee Langston ‘07
Carthage
Mary Frances Chervenak ‘00
Choctaw
Alicia Deanna Moore ‘97
Collinsville
Pauline H. Rushing 
Columbus
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kelley 
Conehatta
Mitzi B. Nicholson 
Charles Richardson ‘88
Decatur
Mary A. Harrison ‘84
Elvie Hollingsworth 
Theresa Miles
Clark Scoggin ‘73
Debbie Ingle Smiley
Enterprise
Jason Lamar Garrett ‘03
Florence
Lanelle Atkinson Andrews ‘51
Forest
Dorothy Crawford May ‘57
Kimberly Shea Norman ‘09
D. J. Raskie ‘75
Gordon Sansing 
Harperville
Tommy Noel Joiner ‘94
Hattiesburg
James Frank Carpenter ‘62
Mattie Carpenter 
Hickory
William Mack Allmand ‘72
Keri Todd Knost ‘04
Jackson
John Covert
Dr. Ricky G. Russell
Laurel
James M. Day 
Lawrence
Bridgette Clanton Ellis ‘03
George A. Williams 
Lena
Amanda Lee Faulkner ‘06

Donna Coward McBeth ‘70
Louisville

Donald Casey ‘76
Ryan T. Crick ‘03
Laquesha Monshay Goss ‘04
Tracy Stokes Gregory ‘91
John A. McAdory ‘04
Holly Michelle Preston ‘08
Frank McKay Richardson ‘54
Maria McKinley Thompson ‘01
Willis Woods ‘70
Madison
Elton Hurt Glasco ‘46
Jay A. Smith ’99 
Mendenhall
Billy G. May 
Meridian
Connie Bishop ‘82
Emmanuel J. Braggs ‘08
Deshondra Dionne Dubose ‘09
Shalytha Payne Evans ‘03
Bret Holliday 
Katrina Nelson ‘05
Sandra Faye Pace-Lay 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Warner 
Carl Williamson 
Morton
Shirley Ann Denton ‘08
Alvin T. “Ted” Pullen ‘49
Newton
Andy Armstrong
Angie Burks ‘84
Milini Shanikka Campbell ‘02
Portia Campbell ‘01
Fostina Church 
Lakeithia Lashell Ford ‘08
Kimberly Henry ‘06
Antonio T. Hoye ‘02
Eric O’Neal Kyzar ‘08
Philadelphia
Lakeshia Boyd ‘10
Faron Gardner 
Jeremy Hickman ‘03
Nancy Lee Jones ‘97
Shon Wayne Kirkland 
Candace Dawn Long ‘09
Amy M. McMillan ‘06
Carol A. Thomas ‘87
Preston
Cindy M. Hickman ‘04
Ridgeland
Barbara Sue Fikes Donahoe 
Tym Faulkner ‘75
Virginia Townsend Messer ‘42
Anna Nicole Rinewalt ‘98

Dr. Randy H. Russell 
Rose Hill
Minne Bentley ‘58
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Daniel Young
Taylorsville
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Robey 
Terry
Juette Bingham ‘90
Tupelo
Neil Hansford ‘99
Union
Pam French ‘69
Shellie G. Keyes ‘04
Terry Lane Matula ‘88
William Clifton Thornton ‘99
Linda M. Ward
ALABAMA
Christopher S. Allen ’04 – Tuscaloosa 
Quentin L. Bowens – Killen 
Joni F. Cheney ’97 – Fairhope 
Jeff Cornelius – Blountsville 
Mr. and Mrs. Obe Farish – Dothan 
Freddie James Parham ’07 – Margaret 
ARKANSAS
Frances Townsend Gilmore ’69 – Roland 
Tommy Harrison – North Little Rock 
COLORADO
Charlotte H. Benson – Canon City
FLORIDA
Lenore Parker Ambrose ’54 – Ocala 
Teresa McNair Clepper ’94 – Tampa 
GEORGIA
Timothy Wayne Thompson ’95 – 
   Hephzibah
LOUISIANA
Clifton Eichelberger ’78 – Baton Rouge 
Teresa Lynn Shepherd ’04 – Welsh 
MINNESOTA 
Clifton Ware – New Brighton 
MISSOURI
Beth Sheppard Roberts – Brandon 
Nevada
William S. Boyd – Las Vegas 
Apryl Diane Hendon ’92 – Reno 
North Carolina
Wanda W. Burnett – Taylorsville 
TENNESSEE
Candie Beckham Beaver ’90 – Hartsville
Johnny Warren Beaver ’90 – Hartsville 
Clara S. Cate – Jefferson City 
Gabriella Pettit – Jefferson City
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Donor Information: (Please Print)
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________	
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________________________	
City:________________________________ State: __________________ZIP Code______________________
Telephone (Home):__________________________________________________________________________
Telephone (Business): _______________________________________________________________________	
Fax:______________________________________________________________________________________	
E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________________	
Class Year:________________________________________________________________________________	

Pledge Information: (Check All That May Apply) 
___ One-Time Donation, In the Amount of: $______________
___ Multi-Year Donation, As Follows: 
	 A sum of $_________ per year _______ Years
(For a total of $_____________)
___ Matching Gift Eligible 	 Does your employer match donations?  If so, please enclose a signed matching 
gift form from your employer.
___ I (we) wish to have the gift remain anonymous.
___ I (we) wish to volunteer time and ideas to this project.  

Method of Payment: 
___ Check Enclosed, Please Make Check Payable To: ECCC Foundation, Inc. 
___ Credit/Debit Card
	 ___ Visa      ___ Mastercard		  Card Number:__________________________________________	
						      Expiration Date:________________________________________	
						      Authorized Signature:____________________________________
___ Contact Me 

Please forward completed form and payment to: 
ECCC Foundation, Inc. P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327 
or fax to 601-635-4011
or e-mail to sholling@eccc.edu 

Founders’ Gym Renovation Fund
Donor Pledge Form

Lost Your Wo-He-Lo?
Past editions of the Wo-He-Lo annuals (from 1973 to present) are on sale for a donation of $20 each. Please contact the 

Alumni Association Office at 601-635-6327.
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
2012 NOMINATION FOR ALUMNUS/ALUMNA OF THE YEAR *

Name:______________________________________________ Maiden_______________________________  

Years Attended, Graduated EC:___________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (w)__________________________(h)_____________________________(c)_____________________

High School Graduated From:____________________________________ County_______________________

Senior College/University Attended/Graduated From________________________________ Years__________ 

Work Experience:
Place					     Position				    Dates
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Contributions to College/and to Community:_____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Professional Affiliations and Honors:___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Family:___________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse:________________________________________ Maiden Name_________________________

Did spouse attend EC ___ Yes ___ No, If yes, Years Attended/Graduated_________________________

Children & Ages:_____________________________________________________________________

Attach additional information, if needed.		  Name (of Alumnus/Alumna submitting nomination)
Return to: 	 Alumni Association			   ________________________Maiden___________		               	
		  East Central Community College	 Address___________________________________
		  P.O. Box 129				    _________________________________________
		  Decatur, MS  39327-0129		  Phone (h)______________ (w)________________
		  Ph. 601-635-2111, ext. 327		  Years attended/graduated EC__________________

Deadline:  	 July 01, 2012 (By 12 Noon)				  
*Please type all information submitted on this form.  
*Applications are good for two consecutive years.  
*Additional information about nominees is encouraged.  Attach information to this form.  Selection is based primarily on print 
materials submitted. 	   

56



EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
2012 NOMINATION FOR ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME *

Name:_________________________________________Maiden____________________________________

Years Attended, Graduate EC_________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  (w)__________________________(h)_____________________(c)____________________________

High School:_____________________________________County___________________________________

Senior College/University Attended/Graduated From:______________________________________________

Sports Lettered In & Honors Received In Community College:_______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Sports Lettered In and Honors Received At Senior College/University Level:___________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Work Experience:
Place					     Position				    Dates
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Contributions to College/and to Community:_____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Professional Affiliations and Honors:___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Attach additional information if needed.	
							       Name (of person submitting nomination)
Return to:	 Alumni Association			   ___________________________/Maiden_____________
		  East Central Community College	 Address________________________________________
		  P.O. Box 129				    ______________________________________________
		  Decatur, MS  39327-0129		  Phone (h)____________________ (w)_______________
		  601-635-2111, ext. 327		  Years attended/graduated EC_______________________

Deadline:	 July 01, 2012 (By 12 Noon)		    		   					   

*Please type all information submitted on this form.  
*Applications are good for two consecutive years.  
*Additional information about nominees is encouraged.  Attach information to this form.  Selection is based primarily on print 
materials submitted. 63



LEAKE COUNTY
Bank of Walnut Grove 
Dr. Frank W. Bowen, M.D. ‘41
Richard Boykin ‘86
Ray Britt ‘66
Paul ’75 and Peggy Chamblee 
Philip A. Chamblee ‘86
Larry ’70 and Wanda Cooper ‘72
Odessa B. Cooper ‘31 
Aubry Cox ‘81
Ide B. Dickens, Jr. ‘40
Marcus D. Ellis, Jr. ‘99
James D. Freeny ‘59
Billy V. Gilmer
Don ’69 and Betty Lewis Gomillion ‘69
Robert E. Green ‘67
Florence H. Henley ‘81
David ‘69 and Brenda Howell ‘68
Lisa Jenkins ‘81
William G. Lindsay, D.D.S.
Pete Lucovich ‘73
John H. McKinney, Jr. ‘57 
Arthur ’84 and Alisia Amis McMillan ‘89
Dr. H. Carlton McMillin ‘50 and Shirley 
   V. McMillin 
James and Gloria McRae ‘69
Gary Moody ‘75
Truman ’61 and Gary Ann Moore ‘68
H. V. ’64 and Linda Neal ‘64
Timothy D. Overstreet ‘99
Harold H. Parker ‘53
Troy Sanders, Jr. ‘63
Jamie Shepard ’89 
Malcolm M. Spence, Sr. ‘48  
Terry Thomas ’66 
Billye B. Tingle ‘53
Elizabeth Barnett Welch ‘44
W.H. Whatley ‘61
Kim K. Wolverton ‘80

NESHOBA COUNTY 
Betty C. Barnett ‘60
Leonard Barrier ‘74
Shelton E. Bounds ‘49
Steve Breland ‘78
David ’72 and Roberta Byars ‘73
Prentice Copeland ‘49
Jimmy Cumberland ‘70
Bill Dansby ’64 
Elizabeth K. Darby ‘45
Terri Donald ’82 
Thedra L. Ezelle ‘46
Ollie Fay W. Flint ‘48
Gaynell M. Gentry ’68 

Jason L. Hailey ‘98
James R. ’57 and Bobbie R. Hardy ’58 
Jerome ’57 and Margaret Hardy
Clinton Harmon ‘05
Nancy H. Harris ‘93
Greg J. Henley ‘83
Barry T. Irons ‘69
Willis H. ’79 and Lynette Kilpatrick
John C. King ‘90
Kathy S. King
Ike L. Latimer ‘68
Jeff ’82 and Tammy B. Lee ’83 
M. Donna Luke
Adam ’99 and Casey L. Mars ‘99
Judy C. Mason ‘71
Clarence V. Mitchell ‘41
Sam M. ’69 and June J. Nowell ‘70
Derek ’83 and Patty Pace ‘79
Dorman Pope ’52 
Ted ’81 and Patty Pope ‘92
Bob Posey ‘82
Ralph Rogers ’58 
Stanley P. Salter ‘68
Maudean Sanders ‘70
Billy C. ’56 and Louise Sharp ‘56
Clint Smith ‘56
Dr. H. Duane Stokes ‘72
G.O. Stribling ‘41  
Jerome Tank 
Dorothy L. Thomas ‘59
Robert L. Thomas ‘62
Steven M. Thomas ‘05
Joe Steve Webb ‘51
Stacie Therrell Weir ‘88
Frances T. Williams ‘40
Edward A. ’66 and Gloria C. Williamson 
J.C. Williamson ‘46
Hugh W. Winstead ‘69

NEWTON COUNTY
Dr. L. Bernell Adkins ‘47
Dr. J. G. Alexander
William Mack Allmand ‘72
Sandra D. Amis ‘68
Jarie R. Anderson ‘42
Melburn Anderson ‘37
T.J. and Johnnie Anderson ‘44
Brandi P. Baucum ‘93
Dr. James A. and Debbie Bennett
Larry M. Blackburn ‘72
Richard P. Blackburn ‘98
Charles R. Blake ‘66
John E. Blount, Jr. ‘49
Dr. Austin P. Boggan 
Charles ‘75 and Debbie Boggan ‘76

Sam ’70 and Patricia Bounds 
Troy Brand ‘57
Elton ’66 and Charlotte W. Bryan ‘67
Joe ‘55 and Carolyn Clark ‘69
Pat ’68 and Martha Cleveland ’69 
Kelly Cluff ’01 
Chris Collins ‘87
Wayne Comans ‘71
Lois B. Cooper ‘59
Matt Davis ‘02
Pat J. Davis ‘74
Roger ’70 and Darlene Davis ‘76
Jimmy C. Dempsey
Marijo J. Denson ‘47
Jerry Dunajick
James ‘48 and Jessie May Everett ‘49
Artie Foreman ‘90
W. L. Freeman, Jr. ‘64
Bobby R. Gaines ‘67
Norman and Nioka Gillis ‘10
Illene R. Gordon ‘46
Lynda G. Goss ‘78
Beth Milling Graham ‘78
Jay ‘75 and Frances P. Graham ‘81
Charlotte C. Griffin ‘83
Maury B. Gunter ‘61
Bruce Guraedy
Jerry ’53 and Jo M. Harris ‘54
Richard ’52 and Mary Jo Harris 
Dr. Shelby L. Harris ‘58 
Ricky Harrison ‘78
Chad ‘92 and Dr. Nicole F. Harrison ‘92
Elizabeth T. Henry
Pam Tune Hillman ’84 
Charles and Marie Hinson ‘84
Bess Hollingsworth ‘50
Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth ‘85
Marty ’90 and Stacey Hollingsworth ‘93
Harry ‘73 and Roberta Holt ‘84
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Horvath 
Robert P. Howle, Jr. ‘41
Leslie Hughes ’81 
J. P. Hurst ‘53
Burl ’75 and Denise Johnson ‘74
Grady R. Johnson ‘50
W.H. Johnson, Jr. ‘37
Hubert L. Killens ‘58
Joe ’83 and Teri Killens ‘84
Terri V. Leach ‘78
Lurleene B. Ledlow ‘37
Chad Lewis ‘96
William A. ’49 and Irene B. Lewis ‘49
Van ‘63 and Kay Lucas ‘64
Joyce P. Luke ‘90

ECCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFETIME MEMBERS
As of August 31, 2011 
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Marshall Ford Co,. Inc. (Union) 
Lynda S. Marshall ‘71
Ted Marshall ’70 
Caleb ’02 and Natalie May ‘01
J. Frank ‘53 and Sara W. May ‘51
Ricky ’74 and Carol May ‘74
Billy Mayes ’78 
Polly Mayes ’80 
Molly T. McGee ‘74
Mike and Ada McGrevey ’78 
W.A. ‘37 and Helen L. McMahen ‘36
Raymond McMullan ‘57
Chester G. ‘48 and. Ann G. 
   McWhorter ‘51
Dr. Jasper D. Moore ‘48
William R. and Betty J. Mott
Victor Murphey ‘40
Sammy ‘69 and Virginia Pace ‘71
Billy ‘67 and Linda Pierce ‘68
Malcolm Phillips ‘48
David R. Pitts ‘93
Ken and Alice Pouncey 
Shirley U. Reynolds ‘53
Richard J. Rivers ‘62
Dr. F. David Rives ‘70
Bill R. ‘37 and Donna Rowzee 
Randy Rushing ’83 
Jim Savell ‘97
William R. Savell ‘00
Lee Ann Scoggin ‘70
Carol Shackelford ’71 
Jimmy C. Sibley ‘62
Dr. and Mrs. Eddie M. Smith ‘63
Kay C. Smith ‘64
Philip S. Smith ‘82
Larry D. Snowden ‘71
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman 
Nan B. Stamper ‘57
Phil and Peggy Sutphin
Jeanette B. Thrash ‘58
John Thrash ‘54
Melvin R. ‘61 and Betty S. Tingle ‘61
Harvey Trapp ‘57
Dr. Bradford J. Tucker ’48 
Jo G. Veenstra ‘67
Ovid and Carol Vickers ‘58
Ronald B. Westbrook ‘76
Jessie L. Whittle ‘58
Emily T. Williams ‘78
Jack H. Winstead ‘56

SCOTT COUNTY
Billy Frank Alford ‘60
Matt Alford ‘89
Freddie J. ’72 and Mary Lynn R. 
   Bagley ‘72
Buford E. Bailey ‘37

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Baker ‘81
Brent A. Barton ’10 
Mae Black
Elizabeth Irene J. Brown ‘43
J. Norman Brown ‘74
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Brown
Betty S. Bustin ‘63
John C. Calhoun ’76 
Steven E. ’75 and Peggy A. Cox ’79 
Eugene L. Culpepper ‘42
Dr. David Dearing ‘78
Alice Ruth Donald ‘05
Mike ’81 and Ann Durham ‘83
James and Rebecca Farris
Bill ’89 and Paula Freeman ‘91
William O. Goodwin ‘66
James Greener ‘42
Jerry S. Hamm ‘03
Margie Ann S. Hancock ‘97
Carolyn Haralson 
Sue W. Hatch ‘42
Patsy T. Hollingsworth ‘67
Dr. Bob Tom Johnson ‘63
Brenda W. Kirby ’62 
Skip ’80 and Ruth Lathem ‘89
Carole A. Leach ‘62
Richard L. Livingston ’60 
Billy R. Lovett ‘57
Gregory G. McGarrity ’93 
Arlene B. Monk ‘95
Chad ’93 and Karen Moorehead ‘89
Hank ’59 and Sara Moreau ‘59
Doris W. Mowrey ‘41
Mr. and Mrs. Garry H. Pace ‘69
Vivian G. Partain ‘84
Haywood ’67 and Patricia Reeves ‘70
Beverly B. Rhodes ‘58
Gary L. Risher ‘62
Franceska L. Roland ‘55
John M. ’55 and Jobyna S. Rushing ‘55
James M. Savell ‘97
Chester Sawyer, Jr. ‘59
James ’59 aand Shirley Sawyer ‘83
Royce Shaw ‘68
Joseph A. Sistrunk ‘97
Anthony Stanford ‘05
Lyle Tate ‘42
George W. ‘67 and Jo M. Taylor ‘67
Donald G. Triplett ‘55
James E. ’67 and Claudette W. Tucker ‘68
Sollie R. ’61 and Rita J. Waggoner ‘61
Dennis ’63 and Iris Weaver ’63 
Robert G. and Patsy J. Wilkerson ‘53
Linda P. Williamson ‘75

WINSTON COUNTY
Walter L. ‘49 and Anna W. Allen ‘50

Speedy ‘76 and Jamie A. Calvert ‘82
Carol M. Clark ‘75
Ella Carol M. Clark ’75 
Patsy D. Clark ‘60
Jerry Culwell ’70 
William E. Donald ‘53
Ronnie D. Eubanks ‘69
Billy R. Fleming ‘54
Kaye R. Frensley ‘63
Chester Herrington ‘51
Jerry L. Hill ‘70
James L. Horton ‘49
Henry “Bubba” Hudspeth ‘59
Amelia Kennedy ’70 
Bobbie B. King ‘60
Ira L. Kirkpatrick ‘43
Jane W. Luke ‘38
Robert ’62 and Ann Moody ’98 
Doris W. Mowrey ‘41
Jerry ’69 and ‘00 and Joyce Nance ‘70
Luke L. Parkes ‘84
Anna A. Price ‘05
Steve ’74 and Mary G. Quinn ‘00
Paul N. Simmons ‘48
Burris O. Smith ‘41
John M. Smith ‘43
Tiffany L. Smith ‘99
Charles S. Thomas ‘64
Dow ’96 and Shelley C. Thomas 
John ’88 and Denita Thomas ‘96
Vicki S. Tucker ’72 
James T. “Jim” Wood ‘49
Lucille Wood ‘51
 
OUT-OF-DISTRICT
John C. ’66 and Sylvia H. Adcock ‘69
Sandy G.Alexander ‘85
Carl Alfonso  
Col. and Mrs. Bennett Alford ‘41 
Jerry L. Allie ‘57
Lenore P. Ambrose ‘54
Joe Anthony ‘71
Rae M. Apple ‘49
Carolyn H. Appler ‘66
Billie H. Arnold ‘56
Benton F. Atkison ‘58
Roxene H. Atkinson ‘53
Virgil H. Aubey ‘50
Dr. Harold S. Aycock ‘64
Brent Bailey ‘90
June J. Bailey ‘66
Jennifer Bane ‘03
Fred A. Barfoot ‘59
Berene T. Barnette ‘37

See LIFETIME, Next Page
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Mary L. Barrett ‘64
Lester E. ’57 and Eugenia C. Baucum ‘57
Terry L. Beckham ‘70
Helen Ann U. Beeman ‘52
Dr. Walterine H. Bell ’52 
Danna M. Bennett ‘58
Mavis S. Black ‘43
Jacky Blackburn ‘67
Hilda A. Blackledge ‘60
John H. Blackstone ‘49
Hallie Jean F. Blalock ‘58
Leonard Keith Blalock ‘57
Sam T. ’69 and Charlene Blount
Imogene J. Borganelli ‘47
Laverne G. Borgen ‘37 
Ernest H. ‘40 and Rebecca H. Boswell ‘41
John W. Boutwell ‘64
Charles H. Brand ‘57
Marvine M. Brand ‘48
Margaret B. Brasher ‘42
Fred M. ’70 and Mary Ann M. 
   Brashier ’70 
Ricky A. Breaux ‘75
Bill C. Breazeale ‘51
Paul V. ’65 and Voncile H. Breazeale ‘65
James A. Breland ‘49
Johnny Briggs
Nancy H. Broell ‘60
Dr. Frank A. Brooks, Jr. ‘54
Larry N. Brown ‘60
W. Ralph Brown, Jr. ‘72
Sharon O. Brown ‘61
Nan H. Burby ‘62
Mickey ’57 and Aleathea Burdette ‘56
Ashley J. Burks ‘01
Dr. William E. Burkett ‘49
W. Frank Burt ‘71
Ralph Burton ‘48
Riley E. Burton, Jr. ‘61
John M. Bush ‘81
Bobby Ray Caldwell ‘51
Nancy H. Campbell ‘77
Mable Ruth C. Cannon ‘47
T. C. Cannon ‘57
Georgia S. Canon ‘41
Nelda J. Carnes ‘41
Dan Carpenter ’61 
Doris G. Carpenter ‘42
Melvin E. Carpenter ‘54
Hugh D. Carr ‘66
Charles A. Carter ‘43
Ennis Catledge ‘36
Pauline D. Chadwell ‘44
Van ‘63 and Betty C. Chancellor ‘63
Tommy Chason ‘58
Williston L. ‘45 and Frances H.
   Chason ‘45

Elgie W. Chatham ‘36  
Joni F. Cheney ‘97
Dr. Tommy Cheney ‘54
Cecil Chiles ’63 
Marion M. Chiles ‘50
Sandra D. Cielencki ’78 
Herman ‘77 and Ann Clark ‘77
Dr. Robert Eugene Coghlan ‘44
Cheryl L. Comans ‘81
Dr. Pam D. Compton ‘78
Frances I. Cooper ‘43
Arwin A. Corder ‘38
Alice G. Couch ‘57
Virginia M. Cox ‘42
G. Bryant Craig ‘62
James M. Crane ‘41
Sara C. Crawford ‘49
James L. ’55 and Anna S. Crosby ‘55
Delmer W. Dallas ‘50
F. Paul Dallas
W. Edwin Dallas ‘59
Willie L. Dallas
W.C. Dansby ‘40
Dean Daugherty ‘61
M.E. Davis, Jr. ‘55
Marge B. Davis ‘57
Winifred D. Davis ‘44
Wyatt J. Davis, Jr. ‘51
Gene E. Delcomyn ‘67
Barry ’98 and Samantha Denson ’05 
Dr. Britt Dickens ‘73
Rilla G. Dixon ‘46
Susan B. Donohue ‘54
W.J. DuBose ‘49
Kenneth K. Dunagin ‘58
Dr. Dan A. Dunaway
Carl C. Durr ‘52
Gipson N. Eakes ‘48 
Dr. Tim Eakes ‘61
Roger D. ‘63 and Nancy T. Easom ‘63
Patricia L. Eaves ‘61
James Edwards ‘67
Regina C. Evans ‘40
Jerald P. Everett ‘64
Keith ‘73 and Darlene M. Everett ‘75
Eddie L. Findlay ‘53
George and Kim Fisher ‘87
Ollie Fay W. Flint ’48 
Rosalyn R. Folks ‘64
Brent Fountain ‘91
Sue Fountain ‘60
Everette G. Fox ‘61
Karen M. Fraser ‘97
Adj. Gen. Bill Freeman, Jr. ’64 
Gladys G. Freeman ‘63
Johnny Freeman ‘64
Benny G. French ‘64

Gail Fulton ‘69
Thomas R. ’64 and Marlynn W. 
   Gaines ‘63
Ricky D. ‘69 and Cheryl V. Gibbs
Frances W. Gilbert ‘46
Hubert D. Gilmore ‘36
Carla Glenn ‘95
Michelle M. Godfrey ‘91
Dr. Eddie L. Golden ‘75
Wayne Golden ‘53
Tracy Goodin ‘00
Dr. James D. Gordon ‘56
Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Gordon
Dr. Dee M. Graham ‘46
Opal H. Green ‘40
Ruth H. Green ‘39
Ottie A. Griffin ‘36
Jack G. Griffin ‘41
Nury S. Gulick ‘82
Sue Gunter ‘58
Jane T. Gurry ‘51
Renee N. Guthrie ‘62
Diane C. Hackett ‘65
Nancy P. Haggard ‘58
Sam Hailey ‘41 
Dr. Shea Hailey ‘88
Debbie K. Halford ‘81
James F. Hancock ‘48
Thomas E. Hannah ‘57
Elbert E. ’50 and Phyllis H. Harbour ‘52
Phillip H. Hardy ‘51
Jamie E. Harrell ‘49
Reed H. ’94 and Yancey M. 
   Harrington ‘94
Jesse M. Harris ‘49
Nannie K. Harris ‘40
James Larry Hartness ‘66
Wanda M. Hastings ‘65
John C. Hawkins ‘40
Mike L. Hawthorne ‘83
James Larry Henderson ‘59
Ronda J. Henderson ‘95
Sherman M. Henderson ‘62
Troy H. ’54 and Delores U. Henderson ‘55
Millard Henley ‘95
Carole Pace Henry ‘57
Kreg ’83 and Lorri S. Henry ‘82
Max G. Herrington ‘46
Larry Hogue ‘61
Charles R. Holley ‘65
Fred ’68 and Frances Hollingsworth ‘70
John G. ’58 and Elsie J. Hollingsworth ‘58
Donny K. Hopkins ‘57
Mike Howle ‘72
Max ’64 and Carolyn C. Huey ‘65

See LIFETIME, Next Page
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Jesse R. Huey ‘55
Clera H. Hughes ‘53
Martha Kate T. Hummel ‘58
L. Ray Humphreys ‘65
Thad Humphries ‘48
Lucy A. Hurst ‘78
Lebrun ’49 and Myrtle Hutchison ‘49
Mike D. ’95 and Celeste M. Hurst ‘96
Armour J. Idom ‘39
C.L. ’66 and Gerry G. Ingram ‘67
Wilmer J. James ‘57
Barney R. Jeffcoats ‘62
Sarah S. Jenkins ‘48
Ann S. Jennings ‘58
Eddie H. Johnson ‘60
Isham M. Johnson ‘41
Rayner S. Johnson ‘39
Wade H. Johnson
Homer B. Johnston ‘57
Melvin T. Jolly ‘48
Doyle ’60 and Ollie Faye Jones ’60 
Johnnie M. Jones ‘37
Rex L. Keeton ‘64
Zachary ’06 and Amanda Kilpatrick ‘07
Arlies S. King ‘79
Edwina Kish ’52 
Gary M. ’65 and Azalea F. Knight ‘67
Sandra S. Kuykendall ’57 
Billie R. Lacey 
Ben Langford ‘42
Jack Langford, Sr. ‘41
Andrew W. Lathem ‘40
Dorothy B. Ledlow ‘67
Randall ’82 and Michelle Lee ‘98
Amy P. Lewis ‘88
Arnette Livingston ‘56
Keith ‘61 and Kathy R. Livingston ‘61
Malcolm Lockwood ’68 
Jason B. Long ‘06
Dr. Scott F. Long ‘81
Henry C. Luke ‘56
Royce B. Luke ‘52
Bill G. Lundy ‘49
Emma Nell M. Lundy ‘53
William H. “Bill” Lundy ‘69
Bill Majure ‘57
Keith Majure ‘62
Otto Malone ‘48
Nancy Jo B. Maples ‘84
Sonya W. Marcase ‘51
Earl ‘56 and Bobbie J. Marshall ‘57
Roma W. Marshall ’38  
Mr. and Mrs. Sherrell Marshall ‘60
John E. Martin and Dr. Beverly H. 
   Oliphant-Martin ‘58
Dr. Barbara P. Massey ’56 
Bob M. Massey ‘58

Gaines R. Massey ‘60
Joe D. Massey ‘51
Doris M. Matthews ‘67
Dr. Milton D. Matthews ‘58
Thomas M. Matthews, Jr. ‘66
Dale ’63 and Sylvia Mayo ‘64
Harold A. ’53 and Violet Malese M. 
   Mayo ‘53
William C. McClenahan ’57 
Willie M. McCool ‘42
Dr. Robert G. McCrory ‘50
James V. ’47 and Dorothy A. McCullouch
James E. McDonald ‘59
William J. McDonald ‘59
Hugh G. ‘42 and Evelyn R. McGaugh ‘41
Paul G. McKay ‘62
David E. McKeehan, Sr. ‘58
Dr. Mike R. McMullan ‘83
Greg M. McNair ‘86
Samuel A. McNeil ’55 
Wanda B. McPhail ‘71
Virginia T. Messer ‘42
Dr. Marvin H. Miller ‘60
A. Clyde Mills ‘58
George H. Moore ‘64
Molly F. Morris ‘43
Bettie S. Mosley ‘49
Ruth Y. Mullendore ‘33
Dr. Clyde Muse ’49 
Dr. John C. Mutziger 
Corinne C. Neal ‘59
Gwendoline P. Newman ‘52
Lewis E. ’66 and Betty T. Nolan ‘66
Ty A. Nowell ‘94
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. O’Connor
Lorene E. Olsen ‘39
Charles E. Pace ‘37
Freeman Parker ‘55
Sadie H. Parrish ‘53
Sam J. Partridge ‘57
Houston W. ’54 and Maxine C. Patrick ‘61
Charlie ‘63 and Norma Dee N. Payne ‘64 
Gloria C. Payne ‘74
Larry Payne ‘65
Lorene B. Peeples ‘36
Elizabeth S. Perkins ‘64
Miller Pettey ‘41
Elon M. Phillips ‘51
Martha Kate L. Phillips ‘43
Maxie D. Phillips ‘45
William M. Phillips ‘51
Leon Pickard ‘49
Evelyn M. Pierce ‘80
Buford W. ’48 and Carmen A. Posey 
James Curt Pouncey ‘69
Nick A. Pouncey ‘93
Hal Presley ‘77

Dr. Verbie L. Prevost ‘62
Walter P. Prince ‘55
J. Edward ‘67 and Sandra R. Rainer ‘66
Carol G. Ratcliff ‘53
Charles O. Ray, Jr. ‘86
Mary Jean R. Reddick ‘49
Max Rich ’54 
Jessie Steven Richardson ’65 
Honorable Samac S. Richardson ‘67
Imogene D. Ritenburgh ‘42
Luther D. Rives ‘62
Ralph E. ’50 and Nancy H. Rives ‘51
Doris Y. Roach ‘44
Janis C. Roberts ‘68
Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Roberts
Mary P. Robinson ‘41
Beth R. Rogers ‘75
Derek C. Rogers ‘90
Pat S. Ross ‘63
Ronnie Roundtree ’67 
Dr. Gathel O. Runnels ‘47
Bill K. Russell ‘56
Dennis Russell ‘88
Dr. Harold Leo Russell, Sr. ‘55
Hilda W. Ryberg ‘56
Sherri W. Sanders ‘70
Walter C. Sanders ‘57
Larry Savell ’57 
Doyle Scaife ‘60
Margaret Annie V. Scardaci ‘47
Paul D. Scelfo ‘83
Brian T. ’98 and Stephanie T. Shaw ‘97
Linda Comans Shaw ‘64
Mack Shelton ’59 
Caroline M. Simmons ‘44
Denise T. Sims ‘81
Shields Sims ‘40
Roy C. Sinclair ‘48
Hamilton K. ‘67 and Sandra A. Sirls ‘67
Brian Sistrunk ‘98
Dr. Don L. Smith ‘56
Sue C. Smith ‘59
C.D. Spivey ‘40
Tina Stalling
Shirley S. Starkey ‘41
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne M. Stone ‘39
Herd ’41 and Elizabeth D. Stone ‘41
Pamela S. Storey ‘83
David J. Stradley ‘80
Wallace Strickland ‘67
Carl M. Sullivan ‘54
Sue Tatum ’42 
Joseph D. Taylor ’53 
George B. Thomas ‘35
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Ouida P. Thomas ‘59
Dr. William E. Thomas ’61 
Misty C. Thompson ’92 
Ernest F. ’54 and Patricia S. Thorne ‘54
George H. ‘42 and Sarah N. Thornton 
Martha Janice H. Thrash ‘49
Dr. Joseph C. Todd ‘53
Charles M. Tolbert ‘42
Leo Tomlin ‘42
Sonny Toms ‘68
Maude Harriett T. Touchstone ’59 
Warren A. Trest ‘52
Thomas L. Triplett ‘41
Dr. Larry Tuggle ‘55
Tina Tumbling ‘81
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Turnipseed ‘58
James M. ‘57 and Patsy M. Vance ‘57
Nona C. Vickers ‘75
Dr. Gordon Walker ‘67

Dr. Senta A. Walker ‘67
Wallace M. Wall ‘52
Ettie C. Walsh ‘41
Boyd V. Walton, Jr. ‘50
Dr. Gerald W. Walton ‘54
Johnny G. Walton ‘61
Charles E. Ward ‘57 
Jack G. ’66 and Joyce Ward ‘67
Rick Ward ‘66
Dr. Amy E. Gomillion Ware ‘98
Marcus W. Ware ‘66
Dr. Sandra R. Weeks ‘64
W. Lamar Weems, M.D. ‘51
J C White ‘37 
Dock B. Wall ‘53
Dr. Mike W. Waldrop ‘68
Dr. William E. Wheeler ‘72
Gene ‘63 and Linda W. Wiggins ‘63
Jim L. ’59 and Margaret E. Wilkerson ‘58

Ann S. Williams ‘59
Dr. Clyde V. Williams ‘57
Dolphus P. Williamson ‘52
Dr. Lester C. Willis ‘48
Anne B. Winstead
Mary W. Winter ‘37
Lt. Col. James T. Wood, Jr. ‘82
Rudye C. Woodruff ‘57
Dr. Douglas K. ‘87 and Dr. Angelia M. 
   Woodward
Dorothy Nell H. Wooley ’38 
Stanley E. Wooten ‘67
Mable C. Wuksinich ‘61
Lucy F. Young ‘71
T. D. Young 
Enoch Lloyd Youngblood, Jr. ‘50
Tam C. Yowell ‘92

The “Welcome Home” marquee on the front of campus has 
been restored thanks to generous donations from alumni and 
friends of the College. 

Major donors to the project included donations from The 
Citizens Bank of Philadelphia and the East Central Community 
College Alumni Association.  Other major gifts to the marquee 
were made by Bill and Louise Bailey; Mike, Esther, and Hannah 
Smith; Lebrun and Myrtle F. Hutchison; Dr. Barbara P. Massey; 
and Jeanette B. Thrash. A complete listing of all donors to the 
restoration project is listed at right. 

“WELCOME HOME” MARQUEE RESTORATION FUND
William D. ’46 and Louise R. Bailey
Dr. Henry C. Blount, Jr. ‘46
Dr. Frank Bowen ‘41
Jeff Boykin ‘88
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia
J. E. and Betty D. Cox 
Dr. Harlon D. Crimm ’59 
ECCC Alumni Association 
ECCC Board of Trustees
  Given in memory of Lamar Turnipseed 
Rosalyn R. Folks ‘64
Jerome ’57 and Margaret Hardy 
Lebrun ’49 and Myrtle Hutchison ‘49
Wilmer J. James ‘57
Dr. Linda M. Lane
Long’s Building Materials, Inc. (Union) 
Dr. Evadna Lyons 
Marshall Ford Co., Inc. (Union) 
Dr. Barbara P. Massey ‘56
Dr. Howard Carlton ’50 and Mrs. Shirley V. McMillin 
Hal Presley ‘77
Esther B. Smith, Ph.D. ‘77
Jeanette B. Thrash ’58 
   Given in memory of Tommy Thrash 
Vaughn Brothers, Inc. DBA Popeyes (Forest, Meridian, & 
   Philadelphia)
W. Lamar Weems, M.D. ‘51
James E. Whitehead

UPDATE ON THE “WELCOME HOME” 
MARQUEE RESTORATION PROJECT
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Jerald Everett ’64 – President 
Bob Posey ’82 – Vice President 
Lois B. Cooper ’59 – Secretary
Dr. Bob Tom Johnson ’63 – Immediate Past President
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin – ECCC President
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman – Vice President for Instruction
Randall Lee ‘82 – Vice President for Student Services
Bubby Johnston – Vice President for Public Information
Nicole Bounds – 2011–2012 SBA President
Amanda Walton – Career-Tech Counselor 
Lisa O’Neill – 2011–2012 Faculty Club President
Martha Blanton ‘81 – Leake County Representative
Paul Chamblee ’75 – Leake County Representative

Anthony Cunningham ’82 – Neshoba County Representative
Dayna W. Morgan ’84 – Neshoba County Representative
Ann H. Burkes ’63 – Newton County Representative
Jeanette B. Thrash ’58 – Newton County Representative
Matt Alford ’89 – Scott County Representative
Bill Freeman ’89 – Scott County Representative
Jerry L. Hill ’69 – Winston County Representative
Dow Thomas ’96 – Winston County Representative
Cheryl L. Comans ’81 – Out-of-District Representative
Florence H. Henley ’81 – Out-of-District Representatie
James Vance ’57 – Out-of-District Representative
Harvey Trapp ’57 – Past President

ECCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011

Alumni Enjoy Neshoba 
County Fair Reunion!
     These alumni enjoyed a reunion during the 
2011 Neshoba County Fair at the cabin of Patsy 
Dunigan Clark (Class of 1960) of Louisville.  
Pictured  are (front row, from left) Linda Lea 
Glasgow (Class of 1961) of Utica, Elizabeth 
Smith Hill (Class of 1960) of Forest, Martha 
Lynn Lyle Hunter (Class of 1960) of Southaven 
and  Jo Lynn Parker (Class of 1960) of Philadel-
phia; and (back row, from left) Dinkey Morris 
Austin (Class of 1960) of Philadelphia, Clark and 
Gaynell Rae White (Class of 1961) of Philadel-
phia.

Sisters Take in 2011 Fair
      Alumni Ollie Fay Wood Flint (right) (Class of 1948) of 
Philadelphia and Shalimar, Fla., and her sister, Sonya Elinor 
Wood Marcase (Class of 1951) of Pineville, La.,wait for the 
program to start at Founders Square during the 2011 Neshoba 
County Fair. 



Support the EC Foundation through the Annual Fund
Public resources are limited and tied to specific needs.  The College needs unrestricted funds to develop the potential of our stu-

dents. Thus, the College continues to seek a consistent method for securing private support.  We strive to secure these unrestricted 
private funds through our annual fund campaign. 

We invite you to renew your commitment to your community college by contributing to our “Investors in Excellence” Annual Fund 
Campaign.  Gifts to the “Investors in Excellence” Annual Fund program are tax-deductible, subject to IRS regulations, when made to 
the East Central Community College Foundation Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization.  

Private support such as yours enables us to continue to attract top quality students to the College.  If you are in a position to help us, 
please fill out the form below. 

Make a tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund 
Join an “Investors in Excellence” Gift Club

		
	 FIVE-YEAR CLUBS					     THREE-YEAR CLUBS
	 [  ] 21st Century Club - $2,500 Annually			   [  ] 21st Century Club - $300-$1000 Annually
	 [  ] Leadership Club - $1,500 Annually			   [  ] Leadership Club III - $100-$299 Annually
	 [  ] Loyalty Club - $1,000 Annually				   [  ] Loyalty Club III - $1-$99 Annually
					   
Please Fill Out:
Name _________________________________________________ Maiden Name ________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Year(s) attended EC: ____________________________________ Year Graduated from EC: ________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________ Alternate Phone # _______________________________________

If paying by Credit or Debit Card: 

[  ] Visa   [  ] MC  Card # _____________________________________________

Expiration Date _____/_____  Signature: __________________________________________Gift Amount $____________________	  

Mail to: ECCC Foundation, P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327

Alumni: Send Us Your News!
E-mail news, weddings, birth announcements, etc. 

to sholling@eccc.edu
Mailing address: 

ECCC Office of Foundation and Alumni Relations
P.O. Box 129

Decatur, MS 39327
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Obituaries
Holly Sharp Arthur
Holly Elizabeth Sharp Arthur (Class 

of 1995) of Union died August 8, 2011.   
She was a 1993 honors graduate of Union 
High School and attended East Central 
Community College and Mississippi State 
University, where she received her degree 
in elementary education.  She was a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church of Union. 

Bessie M. Bane
Bessie Mills Bane, 92, went home to be 

with her Lord on July 22, 2011. Funeral 
services were held Sunday, July 24, 2011 
at Nowell-Massey Chapel. Burial was in 
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 
Cemetery. She was a 1937 graduate of 
Louisville High School. She received an 
associate’s degree from the East Central 
Community College, a bachelor’s degree 
from University of Southern Mississippi, 
and master’s degree from Mississippi 
State University. While attending East 
Central she was a member of the women’s 
basketball team and coached the Deca-
tur high School girls’ team.  She was a 
devoted teacher, coach, and principal in 
the Bond, Lobutcha, Ford and Louisville 
school districts for 42 years. 

Ann Carleton
Ann Graham McWhorter Carleton 

(Class of 1951) of Union died August 24, 
2011.  

Wade Eichelberger Jr.
Wade C. Eichelberger, Jr., age 73 died 

July 12, 2011 at Mississippi Baptist Medi-
cal Center in Jackson. Funeral services  
were held Friday, July 15, 2011, from the 
Ott & Lee Funeral Home in Forest. Eichel-
berger graduated from Forest High School 
and East Central Community College He 
was a member of High Hill Methodist 
Church. He retired from Riverwood Inter-
national in Clinton after 34 Years. 

James Fletcher
James Fletcher (Class of 1947) of Flor-

ence died June 26, 2011.  Fletcher was 
born in Good Hope. He served in the U.S. 

Army Medical Corps in the Pacific The-
ater during WWII.  He attended East Cen-
tral Junior College and Mississippi State.  
Fletcher retired from the Mississippi State 
Highway Department after 34 years.  He 
was an active member of Briarwood Drive 
Baptist Church where he had served as a 
deacon.  

Bonny Gordon
Bonny Pope Gordon, 50, of Morton 

died Thursday, June 2, 2011 after a brief 
battle with cancer. Funeral services were 
held Saturday, June 4 at First Baptist 
Church in Morton. Interment was at 
Morton Memorial Gardens. She attended 
East Central Community College and Mis-
sissippi College. She was employed as a 
teacher with Scott County Public Schools. 

Lottie Humphries  
Lottie Chamblee Humphries (Class of 

1945), 85, died Tuesday, June 14, 2011, 
at Louisville Healthcare in Louisville. 
Graveside services were held at Louisville 
Memorial Cemetery. She was a gradu-
ate of  East Central Junior College and 
Mississippi State College for Women. She 
taught English for many years and retired 
from Noxapater High School. She was a 
member of Camp Ground United Method-
ist Church.

Thelma Lewis
Thelma Avis Lewis, 95, of Brandon 

died August 17, 2011 at St. Catherin’s 
Village. She was a graduate of Laurel Hill 
High School and attended East Central 
Junior College. She was a member of First 
Baptist Church of Brandon.

Jane Luke
Jane Lee Luke, 64, died Sunday, Sep-

tember 4, 2011, following a sudden illness. 
Services were held Friday, September 9 
in Union United Methodist Church with 
burial in Union Cemetery. She was a 
graduate of Union High School and East 
Central Community College, where she 
was selected a cheerleader and Homecom-
ing Queen. She received her bachelor’s 
degree from Mississippi State University 

and taught school for many years. She was 
currently employed with Methodist Re-
habilitation Center, where she was twice 
chosen “Employee of the Year.”

William Edward Milner
William Edward Milner, 85, died Mon-

day, June 6, 2011. A graveside service was 
held at Clifton Baptist Cemetery in rural 
Scott County. He graduated from Clifton 
High School, East Central Junior College 
and Mississippi Southern College (now 
known as the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi). A life-long educator, he served as 
principal of Galloway Elementary School, 
Wilkins Elementary School and Peeples 
Junior High School in the Jackson Public 
School system. He completed his 43-year 
career as Deputy Superintendent of Ser-
vices of JPS, retiring in 1989. 

Ruth J. Round
Services for Ruth J. Round (Class of 

1938) were held Monday, June 27, 2011, 
at Newton County North Chapel. Burial 
was in Bethel Cemetery. Round, 94, of 
Newton, died Sunday, June 19, at Pioneer 
Community Hospital. She was a graduate 
of Hickory High School and East Central 
Junior College. She was longtime direc-
tor of the Newton Regional Hospital Pink 
Ladies Auxillary, now known as Pioneer 
Community Hospital, for over 25 years. 

Billy Ray Smith
Billy Ray Smith, 84, died August 27, 

2011 at St. Dominic Hospital.  Services 
were held August 30 in First Baptist 
Church of Clinton with burial in Lake-
wood Memorial Park. He was a member 
of First Baptist Church of Clinton and was 
a former mayor of Clinton. He was also a 
former teacher, coach and principal in the 
Clinton Public School System and was a 
retired Lieutenant Colonel in the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard and was a 
Navy Veteran of WWII.

See OBITUARIES, Next Page
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Grady Parker Taylor  
Grady Parker Taylor (Class of 1954) of West died December 

4, 2010 at Baptist Hospital in Jackson.  He had lung cancer which 
was discovered in June of 2010. 

Jimmye Williamson Standford  
Services for Jimmye Williamson Standford were held at 10:30 

a.m. on Saturday, July 23, 2011 at Newton County Funeral Home 
North Chapel. Burial was in Newton Masonic Cemetery. Jimmye 
was May Queen at East Central before transferring to Mississippi 
State in the first year women were allowed to enroll.

Find A New Home for Your Band Instrument!
Do you have an old trumpet, saxophone or clarinet gathering dust and taking up space?  Now is your chance to see it 

come back to life!!! The ECCC Foundation, Inc. is seeking in-kind donations of brass and woodwind  instruments for the 
ECCC band department.  These instruments would be checked out to students in need of an instrument or for back up, when 
an instrument is in the repair shop.

Instruments should be in good condition and not in need of major repairs
In-kind donations to the ECCC Foundation are tax-deductible.  Please contact the Foundation Office at 601-635-6327 if 

you would like to make an in-kind donation.

OBITUARIES: Continued from Previous Page

ECCC Enrollment Reaches 
Record 3,223 Students

Student enrollment has reached an all-time high at East 
Central Community College in Decatur, according to David 
Case, Dean of Admissions, Records and Research.

Case said 3,223 students registered for the 2011 fall 
semester, a 7.7 percent increase compared to the previous 
record of 2,992 students who signed up for classes in the 
2010 fall term.

ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin said the record 
enrollment is reflective of the College’s mission “of serving 
students.”

“East Central continues to grow,” said Dr. Sutphin, now 
in his 12th year leading the two-year institution. “I think this 
is testament to the quality of our programs and the success of 
our students as they continue to pursue their goals.”

Randall E. Lee, who serves as vice president of student 
services and leads the College’s recruiting effort, added:

“East Central Community College is one of the best col-
leges in the state and we offer an outstanding product. Our 
enrollment continues to grow because of the combination of 
low, low costs and a very high-quality education.”

Case said the record enrollment includes 2,667 students 
who reside in the College’s support district, which includes 
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties.

The largest number of students (752) comes from Nesho-
ba County followed by Newton, 680; Scott, 499; Winston, 
373; and Leake, 363.

Case said 556 students are from out-of-district schools in 
Mississippi and 92 students are from other states.

For more information, contact David Case at ECCC, 
601-635-6406 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 406. His 
e-mail address is dcase@eccc.edu.



Administration
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin............................................................President
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman.......................Vice President for Instruction
Bubby Johnston...................Vice President for Public Information
Randall Lee.............................Vice President for Student Services
Mickey Vance....................Vice President for Business Operations
David Case....................Dean, Admissions, Records and Research
Dr. Chris Jenkins................................................Dean of eLearning
Dr. Betsy Mann...............................Dean of Healthcare Education
Maudean Sanders.....................Dean of Institutional Effectiveness
Roger Whitlock..Dean of Workforce Education and Development
Artie Foreman..................................Director of the Physical Plant
Derek Pace..........................Director for Technology Management
Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth............................Executive Director for 
			           Foundation and Alumni Relations
Leslie Hughes........................................................Library Director
Joe Killens........................Director, Philadelphia/Neshoba County  
				             Career-Technical Center
Chris Harris.........................................................Athletic Director/ 
                                                       Director of Personnel Services

Board of Trustees
Leake County
Kimsey O. Cooper...2488 Highway 16 West, Carthage, MS 39051
W.B. Jones................938 School Street, Walnut Grove, MS 39189
William E. Kitchings...............................1497 Highway 35 South, 
					     Carthage, MS 39051
Alan D. Rhea...........................P.O. Box 148, Carthage, MS 39051
Janie Wilbanks..............4585 Midway Road, Carthage, MS 39051
Monte Ladner, Leake County Superintendent of Education...........
                                           P.O. Drawer 478, Carthage, MS 39051

Neshoba County
David Byars...............102 Airpark Drive, Philadelphia, MS 39350
Edsel Cliburn..........................10460 Road 248, Union, MS 39365
Prentice Copeland.........11330 Road 763, Philadelphia, MS 39350
Ricky Goldman.............17831 Road 339, Philadelphia, MS 39350
Jerry W. Smith..................709 Ivy Street, Philadelphia, MS 39350
George Shaw, Neshoba County Superintendent of Education........
			           Box 338, Philadelphia, MS 39350

Newton County
Rodney Bounds............... 98 Pinecrest Street, Newton, MS 39345
Pat Cleveland.................13590 Highway 489, Decatur, MS 39327
Beverly Hart.....320 Martin Luther King Drive, Union, MS 39365
Dr. Danny Lanier.......................... .....14323 Chunky-Duffee Road
                                                                   Little Rock, MS  39337
Van Lucas......................109 Pinewood Drive, Newton, MS 39345
Pat Ross, Newton County Superintendent of Education.................
		                         P. O. Box 97, Decatur, MS 39327

Scott County
Vernon Crotwell.........................P.O. Box 526, Morton, MS 39117
Rebecca Farris.............................P.O. Box 56, Morton, MS 39117
Jimmy Hollingsworth...........21667 Highway 80, Lake, MS 39092
Royce Shaw................991 Robert Butler Road, Forest, MS 39074
Annie Stowers........4087 Midway-Odom Road, Forest, MS 39074
Frank McCurdy, Scott County Superintendent of Education..........
			    100 East 1st Street, Forest, MS 39074

Winston County
Patsy Clark.....................................4775 North Columbus Avenue, 
				                 Louisville, MS 39339
Delane Hudson...................................400 Sylvester Hudson Road, 
				                 Louisville, MS 39339
Randal Livingston.....247 Livingston Road, Louisville, MS 39339
Jerry Nance.........180 Moody-Nance Road, Louisville, MS 39339
Leo Parker...............1194 Mt. Pisgah Road, Noxapater, MS 39346
Dr. William Wade, Supt., Louisville Munipal School District........
			       P.O. Box 909, Louisville, MS 39339

The ECCC Alumni 
Association

Needs Your Support!
Alumni Association Dues

Individual Membership $10

Husband and Wife $15

Lifetime Membership
Single $100  •  Joint $150

Name: ___________________________________

Maiden: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________

_________________________________________

E-mail Address: ___________________________

Years Attended EC: ________________________

Please note: Either your membership dues or 
a contribution to the College will assure that you 

continue to receive the Alumni Magazine

Return form to: ECCC Alumni Association, 
P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327
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East Central Community College alumna Phyliss J. 
Anderson (Class of 1994) will become the first female to 
lead the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians as she takes 
office this month. Her inauguration is set for Tuesday, Oct. 
4, and an inaugural parade will kick off the festivities fol-
lowed by the swearing-in ceremony. 

Anderson unseated incumbent Beasley Denson with 56 
percent of the vote on Tuesday, Sept. 6. 

Anderson told the Neshoba Democrat in a post-election 
interview that her No. 1 priority when she takes office 
next month will be to ensure that the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians is financially stable. 

“That is very important to the Tribe,” she said. “That 
is what I am going to be looking at first, to see the level 
where we are at so the Choctaw people will know where 
we stand as we move forward.”

During the press conference, Anderson thanked her 
supporters, and pledged to work every day to “restore 
integrity and respect to the office of Tribal Chief.”

She said her focus as chief would be jobs growth on 
the Reservation, improving the healthcare facility, offering 
more educational opportunities and strengthening eco-
nomic development.

(Photo and information courtesy of The Neshoba 
Democrat in Philadelphia.)

ECCC Alumna Phyllis Anderson
Elected to Lead Choctaw Indians


